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Snow closes campus for first week of semester
Georgia State canceled its first day of classes and 

closed its campus on Jan. 10 due to a major winter 
weather storm that brought several inches of snow as 
it passed through metro Atlanta on Jan. 9.

The university remained closed Jan. 11 and 12 due 
to treacherous road conditions, pushing the first day of 
classes even further back into the week.

Georgia State then canceled all classes for Jan. 13, 
but required that faculty and staff report to work at 11 
a.m. 

University services like the Mega One Stop Shop, 
the library, the bookstore and the Student Recreation 
Center reopened at 11 a.m. on Jan. 13. 

While Georgia State resumed classes and opera-
tions completely on Jan. 14, the winter storm delayed 
other university functions. 

The delay extended the final fee payment dead-
line for the semester to Jan. 21 at 5 p.m. Late registra-
tion for Spring semester was also extended to Jan. 21. 

Snow began covering Georgia State’s campus just 
before 8 p.m. on the Jan. 10. After the snow stopped 
falling, the metro area was blanketed in a four- to six-
inch layer of snow. In addition to the snow, the met-
ro Atlanta area and North Georgia were encased in a 
sheet of ice that was reportedly about an inch thick.    

However, for students who had already returned 
to campus, the dining halls in the Freshman Hall and 
Piedmont North remained open throughout the week.

After the initial snowfall, sleet and freezing rain 
worsened road conditions. Snow and sleet caused ma-
jor gridlock on metro Atlanta’s highways and residen-
tial roads on Jan. 10. 

The inclement weather caused other surrounding 
universities like Georgia Tech, Emory and Southern 
Polytechnic University to close their campuses as well.  

The Board of Regents office in Atlanta canceled 
their operations and closed their doors from Jan. 10 to 
12 due to the weather. 

Gov. Sonny Perdue’s last act as governor before 
Nathan Deal was inaugurated on Jan. 10 was to declare 
a state of emergency for Georgia before the storm blan-
keted the metro area with snow and its roadways with 
ice.

The state of emergency ordered the Departments 
of Transportation and Public Safety to take any neces-
sary action to keep vehicles, equipment and personnel 
moving through the state. The Georgia Department of 
Transportation began working at 10 p.m. Sunday night 
to protect motorists from icy roads and bridges, ac-
cording to spokeswoman Cissy McNure.

Metro Atlanta grocery stores like Kroger, Publix 
and Walmart began running out of staple items such as 
milk, sugar and bread on Jan. 9 as Georgians prepared 
for the storm. 

In addition to closing many public universities 
on their first day of classes for Spring semester, the 
weather also altered plans for Deal’s inauguration. 
Nonessential inaugural activities were canceled due to 
the weather. Deal was sworn in as Georgia’s 82nd gov-
ernor in the House chambers at the State Capitol at 2 
p.m. on Jan. 10 despite the weather conditions. 

By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor

JUDY KIM | SIGNAL
Top: A student walks acorss an empty courtyard on an Wednesday afternoon.  Bottom Left: Students who reside in on-campus housing sled down Courtland Street.  Bottom Right: 
An icy and destitute University Lofts remains quiet, despite the first week of school.



SAVE UP TO
$20 ON YOUR
TEXTBOOKS

Text “GSUVIP” 
to MSGME 

       (67463)124 EDGEWOOD AVE. NE |  GABOOKSTORE.COM



Just north of Woodruff Park, 
Georgia State University added yet an-
other piece of property to its growing 
collection of downtown real estate. 

The university bought the 2.4-
acre property for approximately $17.8 
million dollars and plans to build two 
new mid-rise classroom buildings 
there for its law and business schools, 
according to the Atlanta Business 
Chronicle.  

Until the Georgia Legislature se-
cures proper funding for the project, 
there is no timetable to begin con-
struction of the new buildings.

Earlier this year, Georgia State 
hired the renowned international firm 
Robert A.M. Stern Architects LLP, in 
conjunction with the local firm Rule 
Joy Trammel + Rubio LLC, to design 
the new business school building 
while considering several prospective 
sites. 

In December, the university sub-
mitted a request for qualifications to 
the architects responsible for design-
ing the planned 200,000-square-foot 
law building. 

The new property, on the corner 
of John Wesley Dobbs Avenue and 
Park Place, follows a trend of Georgia 
State property deals around Woodruff 
Park and comes at a time when the 
university has already purchased sig-
nificant acreage around its campus in 
the last few years. 

Indeed, just a block down from 
the new property is the 26-story Sun-
trust Tower, which the school bought 
in 2007 with plans to eventually con-
vert it into much-needed office and 
classroom space. 

Last year, Georgia State pur-
chased two hotels next to the Univer-
sity Commons for eventual conversion 
into on-campus housing and opened 
the $150 million Petit Science Center. 

To students like McKenzie Palm-
er, a senior accounting major, these 
additions to the campus fit nicely with 
Georgia State’s stated vision to become 
an integral part of the downtown land-
scape of Atlanta. 

She believes that Georgia State’s 
increasing focus on property purchas-
es shows that the university will con-
tinue to expand and revitalize certain 
areas downtown.

“I definitely believe it’s a good 
thing that GSU is buying up all this 
property. It’s a good investment be-
cause Georgia State needs to expand, 
and I think that growth will help revi-
talize areas around the school, partic-
ularly around Woodruff Park,” Palmer 
said. 

To a freshman student like Sir-
ang Woolheater, the expansion and 
growth shown by these new buildings 
marks a prime opportunity for Geor-
gia State to market its rising stature 
with prospective students.  

“When you walk up to a re-
ally nice building, it’s impressive and 
makes you think about what you’re 
doing there. So I believe that having 
these newer, bigger buildings on cam-
pus will make Georgia State a much 
nicer option for people thinking of 
coming here,” Woolheater said. 

Georgia State’s J. Mack Robinson 
College of Business is now ranked as 
the sixth largest in the United States, 
according to the business school ac-
crediting body AACSB International, 
with more than 7,600 students.
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The University System of 
Georgia’s Board of Regents will 
elect two new members and a new 
chancellor as current terms come 
to a close.

Gov. Nathan Deal and ex-Gov. 
Sonny Perdue are working closely 
together to elect the two new mem-
bers of the Board of Regents for the 
southeast and southwest regions. 
Two members’ terms will expire at 
the end of this month.

“The two have been work-
ing closely to fill the seats on the 
state board that oversees state col-
leges and universities,” said Perdue 
spokesman Bert Brantley.

Doreen Stiles Poitevint, of 
the Second Congressional District, 
serves on the Board of Regents and 

the Board of the Decatur County 
Library Foundation of the south-
west region, is one of the members 
to be replaced.  

“Members currently serving 
could be reappointed,” Brantley 
said.

In October, the Board of Re-
gents announced the retirement 
of the current chancellor, Erroll B. 
Davis. 

On Nov. 4, Willis Potts, chair-
man of the Board of Regents, an-
nounced the appointment of the 
Chancellor Search Committee with 
Regent Kessel Stelling as chair.

The committee’s 21 members, 
appointed by the Board of Regents, 
will search for the next chancellor. 
The committee’s first meeting was 
held in December.

The Chancellor Search Com-
mittee will present the credentials 

of up to five unranked candidates 
to the Board of Regents. The Board 
will then decide which ones to in-
terview and ultimately select the 
next chancellor. 

“The chancellor is one of the 
most important positions in the 
state. Chancellor Davis has done 
a very good job and we want to be 
sure that we continue that,” said 
Philip Wilheit, a member of Deal’s 
gubernatorial transition team who 
served as a chairman of his cam-
paign.

The Chancellor Search 
Committee will develop a 
position description through 
discussions with higher education 
constituencies across Georgia 
and will work with the executive 
search firm of R. William Funk & 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF GEORGIA
Current University System of Georgia Chancellor, Erroll B. Davis, is retiring following the inauguration 
of Governor Nathan Deal.

By CHRIS SHATTUCK
Staff Writer

Property purchased for 
law, business schools

According to Atlanta Police Officer, Kimberly 
Maggart, a woman called 911 on Thursday around 4 
p.m. to report a shooting she witnessed at Piedmont 
Ave. and Edgewood Ave. 

“The caller advised she had heard approximately 
three shots. From that point on, she saw what appeared 
to be a black male in the vehicle. The vehicle was obvi-
ously in motion and hit another vehicle,” Maggart said. 

The man, in his mid 20s, continued to drive after 
being shot, but crashed into an oncoming car on Pied-
mont Ave.  

The unidentified man was found dead inside his 
compact, four-door Chevrolet. 

According to Lt. Paul Guerrucci, commander of 
the Atlanta Police Department’s homicide unit, the 
man was shot during an exchange of gunfire in the 
parking deck of a condominium complex on Auburn 
Ave. 

“We are reviewing video surveillance and can-
vassing,” says Guerrucci. “Right now, we don’t know 
the details of it because we haven’t located any wit-
nesses.”

Considering the close proximity of the incident 
to campus, Georgia State released an alert to students, 
staff and faculty through the Georgia State alert notifi-
cation system Thursday evening. 

The alert requested that students, staff, and fac-

Shooting on Piedmont and Edgewood
By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor

MIRANDA SAIN | SIGNAL
A unidentified man died in his car on the corner 
of Piedmont Ave. and Edgewood Ave. after being 
shot in the Renaissance Apartments parking 
garage.

ulty stay away from the area while the Atlanta Police 
Department conducted their respective investigations. 

The alert also stated that the incident did not in-
volve any Georgia State faculty, staff or students. 

University System of Georgia seeks new 
Regent members and Chancellor

SEE REGENTS, PAGE 6

By CRYSTAL COLEY
Staff Writer

The new property is located down the street from Park Place Avenue 
towards John Wesley Dobbs Avenue.
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CAMPUS CRIME
DECEMBER 14, 2010

STUDENT RECREATION CENTER: A report was filed for Theft. 
The complainant, a Georgia State student stated he placed his 
pants on the bleachers unattended while he played basketball. 
When he was finished playing, the pants along with contents had 
been taken.

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION: A report was filed for Theft. The 
complainant, a Georgia State staff member stated, she left and 
secured the front office door on 12/13/2010 at approximately 
5:15 p.m. When she returned to the office on 12/14/2010 at 
approximately 8:30 a.m., she noticed the portable heater had been 
taken from the office.
 
UNIVERSITY CENTER: A report was filed for Harassing Phone 
Calls. The complainant, a Georgia State staff member stated that 
she was receiving harassing phone calls from a former employee. 
This case is being handled by Investigations.

DECEMBER 15, 2010

UNIVERSITY LOFTS: A report was filed for Criminal Trespass 
Warning. Officers responded to a call advising that a Non-Georgia 
State individual had came into the Lofts bearing a strong smell of 
marijuana. A Criminal History Check was conducted with negative 
results. The individual was issued a CTW for two years and 
escorted off the property without incident.

DECEMBER 17, 2010

ARTS & HUMANITIES: A report was filed for Criminal Trespass. 
The complainant, a Georgia State student stated, at 6:00 p.m. she 
noticed her sculpture was damaged. The case is being handled by 
Investigations. 

GENERAL CLASSROOM BUILDING: A report was filed for Theft. 
The complainant, a Georgia State student stated, on 12/11/10 at 
3:20 p.m. she noticed her cellular phone was missing. The case is 
being handled by Investigations.

DECEMBER 20, 2010

SPARKS HALL: A report was filed for Theft. The complainant, a 
Georgia State staff member stated, on 12/18/10 at 11:30 a.m. she 
noticed various items were missing from her purse. The case is 
being handled by Investigations. 

UNIVERSITY LOFTS PARKING DECK: A report was filed for 
Criminal Trespass. The complainant, a Georgia State student 
stated, on 12/11/10 at 12:30 a.m. she noticed black writing on 
a bumper sticker on her vehicle. The case is being handled by 
Investigations.

DECEMBER 22, 2010

A report was filed for Fraud. The complainant, a Georgia State 
student stated, on 12/03/10 at 6:00 p.m., she was advised by her 
bank of two unauthorized debit card transactions. The case is 
being handled by Investigations.

Just in time for Martin Lu-
ther King Day, state capitol officials 
moved a portrait of the famed civil 
rights leader from its former place 
outside the governor’s office to make 
room for a new portrait of former 
governor Sonny Perdue. 

However, the move did not 
come without controversy because 
some civil rights officials disagreed 
with the decision to move the por-
trait. Gordon Joyner, the executive 
director of the state Civil Rights De-
partment with the Commission on 
Equal Opportunity, delivered a hand-
written note to Secretary of State 
Brian Kemp, the official responsible 
for the portrait’s change of venue. 

“I respectfully submit this let-
ter beseeching you to reverse this 
decision and action and immediately 
restore Dr. King’s portrait to its ap-
propriate, long-held and familiar lo-
cation,” part of the letter reads. “Re-
turn Dr. King’s portrait to its position 
of deserved prominence in our Capi-

MLK portrait in Capitol moved
By CHRIS SHATTUCK
Staff Writer

tol for all of the people of Georgia and 
the world to see.”

Despite the objections, Kemp 
believes the decision to move the 
portrait to the north wing of the capi-
tol building will allow it to be better 
appreciated by visitors to the capitol, 
particularly those on tours.  

“We felt like it would be a good 
idea to find a permanent home for it 
so when we’re doing tours it’s always 
in the same place,” Kemp said. He 
added that the new area will likely 
be the portrait’s final location and de-
fended its removal from outside the 
governor’s office.

“It’s a bigger area and it’s better 
lit. It’s a more prominent location.” 

The new space will also feature 
important information about Dr. 
King’s life and more about the civil 
rights movement in Georgia. 

The portrait currently in the 
capitol building is not the only paint-
ing of Dr. King to have been displayed 
there. The first painting was origi-
nally hung in 1973 during the admin-
istration of Gov. Jimmy Carter over 
protests by the Ku Klux Klan, who 

DAVID GOLDMAN | AP
Martin Luther King’s portrait was 
moved to another wing in the 
Georgia capitol to make room 
for former Gov. Sunny Perdue’s 
portrait. 

Studying abroad numbers declining
The years spent away from 

home at college are generally used 
to broaden horizons and develop 
culturally. For many students, the al-
lure and challenges that come with 
studying abroad are the perfect way 
to reach those goals. 

The Georgia State study abroad 
department is responsible for pro-
viding policy, programmatic and op-
erational direction for 57 programs 
and 595 students. 

The office also coordinates 
study abroad program proposals sub-
mitted by Georgia State faculty, help-
ing with such aspects as recruitment, 
maintenance and budgeting.

Recently, overall participation 
in the study abroad programs has 
declined. Daniel Jansen, coordinator 
for the study abroad programs, be-
lieves this is because of the recession 
as opposed to declining interest.

“This was a common trend 
among most colleges and universi-
ties in Georgia and across the nation, 
and most offices attribute the dip in 
numbers to the economy,” Jansen 
said.

Jansen said that foot traffic 
into the program’s main office at 10 
Park Place South had increased sig-
nificantly in the last two years. Even 
with the recession, the International 
Education Fee Scholarship funding 
has increased significantly, allowing 
Georgia State to offer more funds for 
interested students than ever before.

“To me, helping our students to 
find funding to realize their dreams 
of studying abroad is a rewarding 
process, whether it’s through man-
aging the IEF Scholarship program 
or assisting students with essays 
and applications for national study 

By BENJAMIN BURTON JR.
Staff Writer

abroad scholarship programs like 
the Gilman Scholarship… Funding 
opportunities will always be some-
thing that our office looks to provide 
more of, and we are always seeking 
new and creative ways to reach out 
to the general student body to pro-
mote study abroad opportunities and 
scholarships,” Jansen said.

Georgia State will expand its 
study abroad reach in 2011.  

New programs include Costa 
Rica, the United Arab Emirates, Chi-
na and France. Students can study 
anything from biology to public 
health policy in intellectually stimu-
lating settings.

While funding is easily and 
readily available, many Georgia State 
students do not realize how acces-
sible the programs are.

“I thought you had to be cur-
rently enrolled in a foreign language 
course or something to participate 
in the program,” said Rey Johnson, a 

business economics major.
“We welcome and encourage all 

students to study abroad. We have 
students from nearly every disci-
pline, both undergraduate and grad-
uate, and from every type of back-
ground,” Jansen said. “Students must 
be in good academic standing; GPA 
requirements and course prerequi-
sites vary from program to program.”

“Even if a student isn’t inter-
ested in an international career or 
focusing on a foreign language, that 
doesn’t mean they shouldn’t consid-
er studying abroad. For any student, 
studying abroad can be a rewarding 
and [an] enriching opportunity that 
allows them to develop relationships 
with professors, broaden their un-
derstanding of the world and their 
place in it and add great skills like 
intercultural communication to their 
resume that can help them stand out 
from the competition in this tough 
job market,” Jansen added. 

MARY DEMERE
Study Abroad participation has been on the decline.

eventually broke into the capitol and 
slashed the painting before being re-
done. 

The original has since been 
moved to the Woodruff Library at the 
Atlanta University Center. 

The current painting was first 
revealed in 2006.
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outreach programs, Andy found more surprises at PwC. Like a position on the 

Sustainable Business Solutions team, where he not only effects positive change
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Meets PwC at a blood drive, networks with PwC via college

Earns BBA , joins PwC as an Associate

Becomes a Sustainable Business Solutions consultant at PwC
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Derrick Edwards died on Jan. 
7 after being shot during a fight on 
the westbound platform at the Five 
Points MARTA station. 

Following the shooting, the gun-
man, 27-year-old Robert Freeman, 
surrendered to MARTA police. Ac-
cording to WSB, the police charged 
Freeman with homicidal murder and 
possession of a firearm while in com-
mission of a felony. 

This is the second murder in the 
station this year. 

Rueben Hand, 14, was stabbed 
in the back of his neck and killed by 
Tommy Collins, 36, on New Year’s 
Day after Hand accused Collins of 
stealing his cell phone. 

Collins was arrested at his home 
in Clarkston based on information 
from witnesses and MARTA surveil-
lance. 

“I never really felt safe whenev-
er I used MARTA, especially at Five 
Points,” said Georgia State sopho-
more Anelise Codrington. “MARTA 
isn’t that bad, but I have come across 
some shady people. One man just 

randomly started yelling at me and 
that freaked me out.”

Georgia State’s campus is at the 
center of the MARTA line. Thou-
sands of students ride MARTA each 
day, passing through the Five Points 
Station near Underground Atlanta to 
get to class.

According to MARTA police 
crime statistics, crime in general 
has gone down in the last four years. 
However, the statistics show that 
homicide rates have increased. The 
crime statistics report two homicides 
in 2007 and one in 2010.

“MARTA is an extremely safe 
system and has one of the lowest 
crime rates when compared to the 
local jurisdictions within our service 
area and transit systems of similar 
size… MARTA’s highest priority is 
the safety of our system. In spite 
of our best efforts, crime knows no 
boundaries,” said MARTA Police 
Chief Wanda Dunham. 

“I’ve never had anything re-
ally crazy or scary happen to me on 
MARTA. Of course, I come across 
people who… make you feel uncom-
fortable, but most of the time I don’t 
feel like they are a threat,” said Geor-

gia State junior Hannah Stewart. 
“I feel the same way walking 

around downtown Atlanta. I am 
more hesitant and cautious, espe-
cially if I don’t see any police around 
on the station. It always seems like 
there are police stationed in the saf-
er areas that don’t really need them 
like Arts Center, Buckhead [and] 
Lenox. Chamblee, Decatur and In-
man Park never seem to have any and 
I definitely feel a lot more vulner-
able when I’m by myself at those sta-
tions,” Stewart said.  

Dunham insists that MARTA is 
a safe means of transportation de-
spite the two recent homicides. 

“MARTA is not immune from 
random acts of violence, albeit a very 
rare occurrence. We are committed 
to continuing to deploy all of our re-
sources to prevent these incidents 
from occurring,” she said.

SUCHI SAJJA | SIGNAL
Two deaths have occurred at the 
MARTA Five Points Station in the 
last two weeks.

Murders at Five Points have students questioning safety
By SUCHI SAJJA
Staff Writer
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Associates of Dallas, Texas, on a 
nation-wide pursuit.

The nine-month search that 
began in November is just the first 
search to come in the next few 
months.

 “The governor as chief ex-
ecutive officer has a tremendous 
amount of power in terms of ap-
pointments,” said Douglas Young, 
a political science professor at 
Gainesville State College. “Al-
though it isn’t as strong as other 
states, such as New Jersey, who 
can appoint cabinet-level positions, 
because Georgians get to elect so 
many of our statewide offices that 
others appoint… The Georgia gov-
ernor does have a lot of authority 
in terms of appointing important 
people to run various state govern-
ment bureaus.”  

Davis, keeping his five-year 
vowed commitment with Perdue 
to serve until the completion of his 
term on June 30, felt that the guber-
natorial elections would be the ide-
al time to end his tenure since “the 
chancellor and governor should 
maintain a coalescent relationship.”

“A chancellor’s success is tied 
to long-term relationships with 
lawmakers,” he said.

Some students, who described 
Davis as a personable leader, were 
surprised at his retirement.

“He’s been fantastic,” said Co-
rey Boone, president of the student 
government at Georgia Tech.  “He 
told us to let him know if he can 
ever be of assistance. He provided 
strong leadership during the most 
recent round cuts and was able to 
stand down the lawmakers and 
fight for our best interest.”

Davis’ tenure was marked by 
record growth and steep budget 
cuts, challenges he feels that his 
successor will face. The system lost 
about $630 million in state funding 
during the past three fiscal years 
due to the recession. More cuts are 
expected in fiscal 2012. 

Davis was responsible for over-
seeing the state’s 35 public colleges 
and universities, approximately 
302,000 students, 40,200 faculty 
and staff members and an annual 
budget of approximately $6.3 bil-
lion, including the administrative 
responsibility to Georgia’s Public 
Library Service, which manages the 
state’s 58 public library systems.  

The next chancellor is expect-
ed to have strong leadership and 
management skills and the ability 
to handle large budgets.

Qualified candidates must ap-
preciate the state’s history and cul-
ture, support academic freedom 
and understand the issues facing 
higher education in the 21st cen-
tury. 

The governor appoints mem-
bers to the Board and they each 
serve seven years. Today, the Board 
of Regents has 18 members, five ap-
pointed from the state at large and 
one from each of the 13 congres-
sional districts. The Board elects a 
chancellor who serves as its chief 
executive officer and the chief ad-
ministrative officer of the Univer-
sity System.

The Board oversees 35 colleges 
and universities: four research uni-
versities, two regional universities, 
13 state universities, eight state col-
leges and eight two-year colleges. 
These institutions enroll approxi-
mately 302,000 students and em-
ploy more than 40,000 faculty and 
staff.

Willis Potts, Georgia Board 
of Regents chairman, spoke Jan. 4 
about two of the most controversial 
issues the regents will confront in 
the coming year: illegal immigration 
and graduation rates.

A report released by the regents 
last year found that on average, less 
than 60 percent of students at Geor-
gia’s public universities graduate in 
six years.

Potts warns that improvements 
to the graduation rate may not be im-
mediately visible. 

“We are starting now to do a lot 
of meaningful things, but students 
who are in the next six-year cohort 
have already been here for five years. 
I don’t know how much of a jump we 
can see with them,” he said.

However, he suggests that the 
focus should be on retention rates 
and first year freshmen.

“We will see a bigger jump with 
this year’s first-time, full-time fresh-
men. What we really need to look 
at are retention rates. Are freshman 
returning as sophomores?” he asked.

Potts expressed sympathy for 
Kennesaw State University student 
Jessica Colotl, who ignited a national 
debate over whether illegal students 

Potts discusses major issues for 2011
By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor

should be admitted to public colleges 
after she was arrested.

“It is an emotional issue beyond 
belief, but I don’t know if we would 
have done anything with it if Jessica 
didn’t get in trouble. It’s a hard issue 
because we do believe that people 
and society are better off if people 
are educated,” Potts said. “But what 
do you do if they’re here illegally? It’s 
heartbreaking when you hear that 
this is the only country they’ve ever 
known. I was getting 300 e-mails a 
week on this issue.”

In response to Colotl’s incident, 
the Board of Regents adopted new 
policies that received mixed reac-
tions. The new policy banned illegal 
students like Colotl from any campus 

that must turn away qualified appli-
cants. Georgia State, Georgia Tech, 
the University of Georgia, Georgia 
College and State University and the 
Medical College of Georgia are the 
schools to which the policy applies. 

Potts said that he felt like the 
regents “came up with a good com-
promise.”

“We did not deny them access to 
college. What we said is there are five 
colleges that some Georgia citizens 
can’t get into and that [is] because 
those schools have wait lists. It’s just 
not fair to allow illegal immigrants 
in there. We have 30 other campuses 
they can attend. I feel we are aligned 
with the prevailing mind of the citi-
zens of Georgia,” he said. 

ROME NEWS TRIBUNE
Georgia Board of Regents chairman Willis Potts discussed the 
graduation rate of Georgia colleges, as well as illegal immigration.

Georgia State student Shelley 
Murphy, a secondary education and 
math major, was one of the 1,400 re-
cipients of a $1,000 Chick-fil-A schol-
arship in 2010. The award was pre-
sented to Murphy by Stone Mountain 
Chick-fil-A operator, Tom Van Voorn. 

Chick-fil-A founder Truett 
Cathy is credited with inventing 
the chicken sandwich and is widely 
known for his charitable ways. For 
the past 37 years, Chick-fil-A restau-
rants have offered employees, many 
of whom are college students, the 
opportunity to receive the National 
Leadership Scholarship.  

“I realized very early in my ca-
reer that our restaurants present an 
opportunity to do more than just 
provide great service and food. They 
enable us to mentor our restaurant 
team members by teaching them 
core values and how to achieve ex-
cellence, as well as encouraging con-
tinued education with scholarships. 
In these challenging economic times, 
we’re thrilled to be able to help…
some nearly 1,400 other team mem-
bers this year reach their academic 
goals so they will have the necessary 
tools to secure a bright future for 

Student 
awarded 
Chick-fil-A 
scholarship
By BENJAMIN BURTON JR.
Staff Writer

themselves and our nation,” Cathy 
said in a statement.

The scholarship is available to 
any Chick-fil-A team member who 
plans to attend an accredited college 
or university. To be eligible, team 
members must be active in their 
schools and communities, have a 
strong work ethic and show leader-
ship skills, good teamwork abilities 
and a desire to succeed.

More than 25,000 students have 
been awarded the National Leader-
ship Scholarship since it was formal-
ized in 1973, seven years after Truett 
Cathy opened the first Chick-fil-A 
and 17 years after Cathy wrote a per-
sonal check to help an Atlanta Dwarf 
House employee pay for college.

In 2010, the scholarship award-
ed more than $1.9 million in funds 
to eligible students, a 35 percent in-
crease in awarded funds since 2009. 

In addition to that initial award, 
25 of the 1,900 students who win 
the National Leadership Scholar-
ship are selected annually to receive 
the S. Truett Cathy Scholar Award, a 
second $1,000 scholarship. To date, 
Chick-fil-A has awarded more than 

$350,000 to team members since 
the 1997 start of the S. Truett Cathy 
Scholar Award.

Several other scholarships to 
help students pursue their academic 
goals are available through Chick-
fil-A, even to non-employees. The 
Winshape Foundation, a charity 
founded by Cathy and his wife Jean-
nette, operates several homes in the 
southeastern United States as well 
as Brazil. It offers students academic 
funding though its Winshape College 
Program.

The Winshape College Pro-
gram, a result of the partnership be-
tween the Winshape Foundation and 
Berry College in Rome, Ga., is a co-op 
program that awards up to $32,000 
to incoming freshmen as a joint four-
year scholarship fund.   

Chick-fil-A also offers contri-
butions to the National Football 
Foundation’s Play It Smart Program. 
Through the Chick-fil-A Bowl, the 
company donates $180,000 annually 
to the National Football Foundation 
and awards a $100,000 scholarship 
to the bowl’s participating universi-
ties.

THE BEACON
Truett Cathy, right, presenting a student a Chick-fil-A scholarship in 
Woodruff Park.
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Let Freedom Ring

Office of the Dean of Students/
Intercultural Relations Presents

MLK Series &
Convocation
2011

Thursday, January 20th
4 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Friday, January 21st
9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Friday, January 21st
3:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, January 22nd
7 p.m. - Pre-Show & 
8 p.m. Main Program

Monday, January 24th
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Tuesday, January 25th
12:15 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, January 26th
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Thursday, January 27th
4 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Friday, January 28th
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Friday, January 28th
12:30 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Monday, January 31st
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

QUEERING THE DREAM

INTERCULTURAL RELATIONS goes 
3-D: DIVERSITY, DIALOGUE AND 
DINNER, PART I 

LUNCH AND LEARN: CIVIL RIGHTS 
AROUND THE WORLD
Theme: The Bullying Dilemma and its
Cultural Practices 

PROJECT EMPTY BOWLS

HANDS ON THE FREEDOM PLOW:
A CONVERSATION BETWEEN 
WOMEN ACTIVISTS IN SNCC 
DURING THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MOVEMENT 

KING CENTER TOURS

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS

INTERCULTURAL RELATIONS goes
3-D: DIVERSITY, DIALOGUE AND 
DINNER, PART II

Grand Opening, Ribbon Cutting, 
Reception and Artist’s Talk for 
“Reflections of Women Writers in 
SNCC – The Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee” a 
documentary photography 
exhibit by Dr. Doris A. Derby

AN EVENING WITH URBAN BUSH 
WOMEN – CONTEMPORARY 
DANCE

Student Center Ballroom

University Center, Room 465 

Student Center
Senate/House Salons

Student Center 
Speaker’s Auditorium

Student Center to King 
Center

Various locations in the 
Atlanta area

University Center, Room 465

Student Center
Senate Salon 

Student Center Lobby
First Floor

 Student Center 
Art Gallery Lounge
Third Floor

Rialto Center for the Arts

28th ANNUAL MLK CONVOCATION
Theme: Carrying the Dream...
A Call to  Action
This annual event pays tribute to  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. honoring
his life, legacy and work on social 
justice and intercultural issues. 
Mrs. Shirley Sherrod, Civil Rights Activist, 
will serve as the keynote speaker. 
The annual MLK Torch of Peace and 
Hosea Williams Awards will 
be bestowed at the Convocation 
ceremony. A reception will follow 
the program. 

This 3-D dialogue event will focus on the 
work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  What 
can today’s college students learn from 
the life and legacy of Dr. King?  How will 
today’s college students carry Dr. King’s 
dream into the future?   These questions, 
plus many more, will be discussed.
Dinner will be included.

(Please refer to January 24th for 
additional information)

For more information:
Intercultural Relations
404/413 -1580
www2.gsu.edu/interculturalrelations

This presentation will focus on the 
concept of bullying and its cultural
practices including what is happening
in Atlanta and around the world.

This annual program serves as an 
interactive forum for open dialogue on 
the issues of homelessness, hunger and 
poverty. 

This program, sponsored by OAASS&P,
will include a personal conversation with 
five women writers and activists in SNCC 
(The Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee) during the Civil Rights 
Movement. A reception will follow the
program in the Student Center Art Gallery 
Lounge, suite 365. 

Come join us on a FREE tour of the 
nationally recognized historic site 
honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Shuttles to the King Center depart 
at the top of the hour from the 
Student Center, Unity Plaza. 

The Office of Civic Engagement invites
you to join us for an afternoon of
community service in downtown Atlanta.
Anyone interested in participating should
contact the Office of Civic Engagement
at: 404/413-1550.

A portable wall created by BlackOUT
will highlight the Gay, Lesbian and 
Bisexual movement from a historical
perspective of social justice. The wall will 
be on display until January 31, 2011.

Featuring documentary photography 
at its best, this exhibit, sponsored by 
African American Student Services and 
Programs  (OAASS&P) will run from 
January 19 – February 28, 2011. 

This remarkable group celebrates the 
transformation of struggle and suffering 
into the bittersweet joy of survival 
through an unexpected combination of 
sheer physical force, astounding 
grace and remarkable dance.  
Contact the Rialto Center for the Arts 
to purchase tickets to this event at:
404/413-9849.

Supported by Student Activity Fee



OPINIONS
THE SIGNAL | TUESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2011

www.gsusignal.com/opinions

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

The importance of talking to reporters

EDITORIAL CARTOON by Antonio Rosales

As a student-led publication, the purpose 
and intent of much of The Signal’s content 
is often misunderstood among some mem-
bers of the Georgia State community. Many, 
individuals and organizations alike, seem 
to be operating under the belief that The 
Signal is one of two things: a public-relations 
resource by which students and faculty may 
use at their disposal in order to promote their 
organizations or causes or a vessel for anti-
establishment curmudgeons to attempt to 
spew lies about leaders in an attempt to run 
some sort of smear campaign.

The fact of the matter is that neither 
case is true. A common saying around the 
newsroom, when we receive either press 
releases or hate mail, is that we are neither 
your friend nor your enemy. We do not favor 
certain organizations over others, nor do we 
make it a point to attack any individual in an 
attempt to ruin reputations.

Frankly, we have better things to do than 
behave like Gossip Girl characters.

Rather, we like to spend our time finding 
stories – whether or not those stories shed 
positive or negative light on Georgia State 
or any of its many facets does not matter. 
We seek truth. We report what we find in 
an attempt to educate you, the Georgia State 

community, about what’s going on at an insti-
tution that you pay for and therefore have a 
vested interest in.

For this reason, we do not publish press 
releases as news stories and are under no ob-
ligation to cover an event simply because an 
organization is affiliated with Georgia State. 
The press operates as an information filter, 
and as such we try to determine what is most 
important to the majority. This is an incred-
ibly large campus, in terms of diversity and 
opportunity, and this makes our role as an 
unbiased press that much more important. 

Perhaps more importantly, this is also 
why we believe that the decisions being made 
by organizations or individuals to not speak 
to a student press about what’s going on at 
Georgia State are grave errors. By refusing 
to comment, you are denying Georgia State 
students the right to information – you are 
essentially saying that you do not believe 
students should be involved in their univer-
sity community. As The Signal is comprised 
of students, we are also a part of that com-
munity, and we can say with certainty that we 
are uncomfortable with any organization or 
individual who refuses to participate in open 
dialogue with the community that supports 
it.

No HOPE in sight

The end of 2010 saw a flurry of 
events capping off a tumultuous year 
for Atlanta and the nation as a whole. 
Despite a late-year visit by President 
Obama focusing on education being 
the economic issue of this generation, 
Georgia, particularly Atlanta, faces 
steep hurdles in the race to remain 
educationally competitive in an increas-
ingly global landscape.

Earlier in the year, DeKalb County 
school board members voted to close 12 
schools in the district, a move support-
ers said would help to ease the burden 
of a $115 million budget deficit. Board 
members supported the move though 
an independent report showed that 
four of the schools on the proposed 
closure list would only knock about 
three percent off that $115 million 
dollar shortfall. Residents accused the 
school board of racism because most 
of the schools on the list were in South 
DeKalb, home to a primarily black 
population.  

The school board, in a shallow 
attempt to respond to community 
pressure, voted not to close any schools 
during the 2010-2011 school year, but 
to reschedule a vote on the scheduled 
closings for the 2011-2012 school year. 
Parents and some board members cried 
foul and an independent consulting 
firm, MGT of America, was hired to 
conduct an independent study, at the 
cost of $400,000 to county taxpayers. 
Now that deficit is somewhere in the 
neighborhood of $115,400,000.  

After final analysis, 15 schools may 
close during the 2011-2012 school year, 
a move that, according to school board 
officials, would save the state millions 
and could lead to loss of state and fed-
eral funds for DeKalb schools. DeKalb 
is the third largest district in Georgia 
and second largest county in terms of 
African-American population. The el-
ementary schools on the list are Livsey, 
Medlock, Rock Chapel, Bob Mathis, 
Atherton, Glen Haven, Gresham Park, 
Sky Haven, Toney, Peachcrest, Wad-
sworth and Kittredge Magnet. The sec-

ondary schools on the list are Avondale 
Middle and Avondale High.

What about the HOPE Scholar-
ship, the primary means to higher edu-
cation for so many Georgia residents? 
The prognosis is grim, to put it mildly. 
Recent reports show that demand for 
the popular scholarship has been out-
pacing its funding.  

According to the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution, the program suffered a 
$244 million shortfall during fiscal year 
2010 and is likely to see that number 
increase to $371 million by 2012. With 
no income cap on parents of recipients 
and the only other criterion being that 
students have a 3.0 grade point average 
upon graduation from an accredited 
Georgia high school, this isn’t really a 
surprise. Like many similar programs, it 
is abused by those who do not need it.  

Many students receiving HOPE 
have parents that make well above 
$100,000 annually. This was the 
amount used as a cap for the scholar-
ship before the cap was eliminated in 
1995. The money simply isn’t going 
where it’s needed most.

Students from lower-income 
families are more likely than any other 
demographic to depend on scholarships 
for college. 

According to an NAACP report, 
only 42 percent of African-Americans, 
the third largest ethnic group in 
America, complete college nationally, 
and many do not enroll in college im-
mediately following high school gradu-
ation. The number of college grads in 
Georgia is set to decline even further if 
state funding for students disappears. A 
college education is the primary means 
for low-income individuals to reach 
the middle class, but this is becoming 
increasingly difficult.

Without the ‘hope’ of state schol-
arship funding, many will be forced to 
take out student loans or attend for-
profit colleges, which are not always 
the best options. President Obama was 
right: education is an economic issue.

“Many students receiving HOPE have 
parents that make well above $100,000 
annually. ... The money simply isn’t 
going where it’s needed most..”

Benjamin Burton Jr.
Staff Writer
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Role reversal for the Falcons
The Atlanta Falcons dream 

season came to a screeching halt 
in the waning seconds of the first 
half during Saturday’s massacre of 
the red and black. Down 21 to 14 
with the clock winding down, the 
Falcons were looking at a long field 
goal. On third down, in an attempt 
to make the kick manageable, Matt 
Ryan tried to hit Michael Jenkins on 
the sideline. By the time the clock 
expired, Tramon Williams was 
streaking into the Falcons endzone 
and the half ended 28-14.

The second half was purely 
going through the motions. It was 
always going to be a track race, and 
with Aaron Rodgers getting the ball 
to start the half, the rest of the game 
for the Falcons was downhill. The 
final score was Green Bay 48 to 21 
Atlanta.

With the aura of “Dome field 
advantage” shattered by the Saints 
in week 16, the Packers had nothing 
to fear coming into Atlanta, and it 
didn’t help that the weather outside 
made the city feel more like frozen 
tundra than Hotlanta. 

No one expected a blowout, 

“The Falcons’ lack of a run game 
made it all too easy for Green 
Bay’s superior defense to pressure 
Ryan and shut down the pass.”

Saakib Zafrani
Associate Sports Editor

considering the Falcons defeated the 
Pack in the Georgia Dome in week 
12 of the regular season 20-17. The 
difference was the run game. Aside 
from Rodgers’ scrambling, the Pack-
ers only had 26 rush yards on 11 at-
tempts. In the divisional round, they 
had 84 yards on 28 attempts.

The Falcons’ ability to shut 
down the Packers run attack in 
week 12 left Green Bay’s offense 
one dimensional, but Rodgers still 
managed to pass for 344 yards and 
scramble for another 51. The addi-
tion of the run game in Saturday’s 
playoff forced the Birds’ secondary 
to play closer to the line, and that 
was all Rodgers needed to turn those 
yards and completions into big gains 
and touchdowns. 

TEAS
WellStar School of Nursing 

is now offering the
TEAS Test

Test of Essentail Acacemic Skills 
for potential nursing program applicants

For more information please contact:
WellStar School of Nursing, Ms. Julia Becker (770) 423-6061

www.kennesaw.edu/chhs/schoolofnursing/teas.html

Conversely, the Falcons rushed 
for 117 yards on 27 attempts in week 
12, but only 45 yards on 13 attempts 
in the playoff match. Talk about role 
reversal. Facing a 21-point deficit, 
the Atlanta coaching staff gave up 
on the run. Michael Turner only had 
one rushing attempt in the entire 
second half. 

The Falcons lack of a run 
game made it all too easy for Green 
Bay’s superior defense to pressure 
Ryan and shut down the pass. That 
coupled with poor tackling in the 
backfield made the Birds easy prey. 
Rodgers was ready for the hunt with 
366 yards passing and three touch-
downs, plus one more on the ground. 
He was nearly perfect on the day, 
completing 86 percent of his passes 
and earning a quarterback rating of 
136.8. 

The secondary was a concern 
all season long and just managed to 
get by. They were exposed in Phila-
delphia in week six and again taken 
advantage of by the Packers Saturday 
night.

If the Birds hope to improve on 
their success in 2011, they need to 
find a game-changing player for the 
secondary like an Ed Reed or Troy 
Polamalu. They also need to pick up 
a quality defensive end to put op-
posite John Abraham.

If they can fill those gaps in the 
defense this offseason, the offense 
will take care of itself. With Jerious 
Norwood returning from injury, the 
Falcons will add another dimension 
offensively that was absent in their 
2010 campaign, the screen game. 

Going forward, the Falcons 
organization, fans and the entire 
city of Atlanta can be proud of their 
effort in the 2010 season. But for 
now, they’ll join the 28 other teams 
watching the Super Bowl from 
home.

Check us 
out on 

Twitter
@gsusignal

and on
Facebook
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Palin’s problematic list of targets
On Jan. 8, a gunman opened fire 

and shot nine people in a Tucson 
grocery store. Congresswoman Ga-
brielle Giffords (D-AZ) was among 
those shot and five other people, 
including a nine-year-old girl, died 
in the shooting. Various shootings 
have happened before, but there was 
something that distinguished this 
one from Columbine and others.

Congresswoman Giffords was 
on a list. Sarah Palin had a list on 
her website called “Take Back the 
20.” This list contained the names of 
Democrats that voted in favor of the 
healthcare reform and urged con-
servatives to vote them out of office. 
The list evoked the use of crosshairs, 
targets associated with gun use.

The list has been taken down 
and Palin’s people are doing major 
damage control. Some might believe 
that people are being overzealous 
by trying to connect the shooting to 
Palin’s list, but I can totally see why 
they would do so.

The political climate of this 
country has been tense since Presi-
dent Obama was elected. There have 
been rallies, protests and practically 
a new political party created since 
2008. People are passionate about 
their beliefs and will go to great 
lengths to ensure that those beliefs 
are not infringed upon or chal-
lenged.

“We live in a country with a 
sensationalized media that 
has a strong influence over its 
audience.”

Ashleigh Atwell
Staff Writer

Making sense of 
the irrational

Sarah Palin was not respon-
sible for the horrific shooting 
rampage in Tucson, Ariz. on Jan. 8. 
Neither was the Tea Party. Nor was 
any other anti-government group 
or fringe theory organization. The 
only person responsible at the time 
of publication was 22-year-old 
Jared Lee Loughner. 

Because of him, we have lost at 
least six people, including a federal 
judge, a congressional staffer who 
was engaged and an innocent nine-
year-old girl who just wanted to 
learn more about her government 
by meeting her Congresswoman, 
Gabrielle Giffords. Her Congress-
woman, by the way, is, at this 
writing, battling for her life after 
a gunshot that went through her 
brain. 

Again, only one young man 
was responsible, in the end, for 
this massacre. He may have been 
influenced by outside elements, but 
he was the one who chose to buy 
a gun and act on it. His YouTube 
channel includes videos in which 
he talks about how the government 
is attempting mind control through 
regulating grammar and discusses 
gold- or silver-backed currency. 
Pima Community College suspend-
ed him for being disruptive and 
said they would not let him back 
in until he was cleared by a mental 
health professional.

It is not productive to jump to 
conclusions. The peculiar phe-
nomenon of the media jumping to 
conclusions is never productive 
and leads to false stories and ste-
reotypes. In this case, we have seen 
the supporting of a particularly bad 
stereotype: the “all crazy people 
will kill people” one.

Assuming that anyone who 
might have a mental health issue 
will one day grab a gun and murder 
people is wrong. It is also a show-
ing of ableism, which a pervasive 
undercurrent in our society. 

Ableism manifests in the idea that 
someone in a wheelchair is less of 
a person, that an autistic person 
cannot speak for themselves, that 
a person who might speak slower 
due to a concussion needs to be 
spoken to as if she is somehow a 
lesser being.

Yet this fallacy isn’t noted in 
the media. Instead, everyone’s a 
doctor. 

In March, SarahPAC, the 
political action committee founded 
by Sarah Palin, posted a graphic 
showing an American map and 20 
‘targets,’ Democratic representa-
tives from states that voted for 
McCain. All 20 voted for health 
care reform and were seen as easily 
unseated in the 2010 election. On 
the map, these 20 were represented 
by crosshairs and the slogan was 
“Don’t retreat, reload!” This was an 
irresponsible use of violent rhetoric 
and at the time, Giffords, who was 
on the map, spoke out about how 
things like this did a disservice 
to political discourse. That map 
disappeared from SarahPAC’s site 
once the horrible news was known. 
However, until Loughner himself 
testifies that that map is what solely 
motivated him, let us refrain from 
assigning blame to it alone.

The map should never have 
been made in the first place – it is 
not a good idea to suggest that vio-
lence is the answer to any problem, 
perceived or real, yet this happens 
with frightening regularity in 
American political discourse. Sug-
gest it enough, and someone could 
take it as a literal call to action.

Things must change. People 
must stop thinking that violence 
will solve problems because it does 
not. We must not judge anyone’s 
actions based on their mental 
health alone. Everything is more 
complicated than it appears on the 
surface. 

“The peculiar phenomenon 
of the media jumping to 
conclusions is never productive 
and leads to false stories and 
stereotypes.”

Emma Harger
Copy Editor

The night Obama was elected, I 
saw a fight almost break out between 
a group of students because one guy 
was wearing an anti-Obama shirt. 
The day of the Tea Party protests, I 
was riding the train with some mem-
bers and the tension could have been 
cut with a knife. 

According to NPR, Giffords 
even acknowledged the troubling 
images used for “Take Back the 20.” 
“We are on Sarah Palin’s targeted 
list – but, the thing is, the way that 
she has it depicted has the crosshairs 
of a gun sight over our district,” she 
said.

We live in a country with a sen-
sationalized media that has a strong 
influence over its audience. For that 
reason, people need to be careful of 
the subject matter they directly or 
inadvertently promote. 

By placing virtual targets on the 
backs of her colleagues and tweet-
ing “Commonsense Conservatives 
& lovers of America: ‘Don’t Retreat, 

Instead - RELOAD!’ Pls see my 
Facebook page,” people are trying to 
place blood on her hands. 

Palin has also subjected herself 
to even more criticism that could 
potentially hurt her cause. She was 
already blamed for McCain’s loss 
in the elections. Now, she is being 
blamed for the death of at least five 
people, including a child. 

This could be an opportunity 
for conservatives to boost their im-
age, but from what I have seen, there 
has been no change since 2008. 
They’ve only had a few people make 
statements and the rest of their ac-
tions consist of trying to save Palin’s 
behind.

I hope by the time this editorial 
is published, they will have visited 
some of the families of the victims 
and acknowledged that Palin’s list 
was problematic. Only time will tell, 
but I’m not going to hold my breath.

What do you think of our new 
layout? Let us know! Email us 

at signaleditor@gmail.com and 
signalprod@gmail.com
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The men’s and women’s track 
and field teams had a very successful 
weekend at the Clemson Invitational, 
particularly in the 5,000-meter run.

In the first indoor meet of the 
year, freshman Carlos Galindo won the 
5000-meter with a time of 16:05.85, 
an exciting win for his debut college 
track race on Friday. 

“This was the first indoor meet 
that I have competed in, so it was a big 
surprise to have finished first,” Galin-
do said. “Coach England discussed 
with me the times I should be hitting 
every lap. I focused on staying on pace 
by hitting those times, but in the last 
mile I was just focused on catching 
the two runners ahead of me and not 
so much on the time.”

Freshman Anna Sinclair also 
came home with a first place victory 
in the women’s 5000-meter, running 
a time of 17:51.39. She was followed 
by freshman Jennifer Rubel in third 
with a time of 18:44.70, sophomore 
Alison Bishop in fourth with a time 
of 19:49.67 and senior Amy French in 
fifth with a time of 20:00.18. 

The women felt well prepared for 
the race.

“It was new because I’ve never 
run indoors before, but my legs felt 
fresh,” Rubel said.

Freshman Madison Halls also 
performed well in her first college 
track race, finishing ninth in the 

800-meter run with a time of 2:31.00.
Also notable was junior Chris 

Harper’s 4:27.34 third place finish 
in the one-mile run and sophomore 
Katharine Showalter’s 10:48.38 fourth 
place finish in the 3000-meter.

Freshman Tyler Tomy put up a 
solid fight in the 3000-meter, finishing 
in fourth with a time of 9:10.07.

“I got destroyed by the three guys 
who raced each other (Kennesaw 
State, unattached and Western Caro-
lina), so I was alone the whole race, 
but it was still fun nonetheless. Carlos 
[Galindo] won the 5k, and that got me 
excited to race.” Tomy said . 

In shorter distances, junior An-
gelia Nugent placed eighth in the 
300-meter dash with a time of 40.67, 
and sophomore Leah Norman fin-
ished sixth in the 500-meter dash with 
a time of 1:21.12. 

Norman also achieved a personal 
best in the 60-meter hurdles with a 
time of 9.26 and Nugent finished third 
in the triple jump with her best leap 
being 12.02-meter (39-05.25). 

In the finals of the 60-meter dash, 
freshman Tatiana Colbert placed sec-
ond with a time of 7.82.

Senior Yolanda Berryhill 
achieved second place in shot put, 
with a best throw of 13.37-meter (43-
10.50). 

It is early in the season and the 
team is geared up for success in 2011. 
Track will compete next at the Appa-
lachian Open in Boone, N.C. on Friday, 
Jan. 21 and Sat, Jan. 22.

GEORGIA STATE ATHLETICS
Freshman Carlos Galindo got his first win as a Panther at the Clemson 
Invitational in the 5,000m.

Long distance excels at 
Clemson Invitational
By ABBY CARNEY
Staff Writer

The Georgia State University 
cheerleading team is gearing up 
to take on collegiate cheerleading 
teams across the nation when they 
travel to Daytona, Fl. for the NCA 
(National Cheerleaders Associa-
tion) College Nationals.

Stepping in as the interim 
head coach is Darryl Lyons, the for-
mer head coach of the University 
of Arkansas and Mississippi State 
cheerleading teams, who plans to 
take the program to the next level.

“Two years ago, the team got 
third in this particular division, 
and our goal is to go back and take 
the title,” Lyons said. 

The team will be competing 
in the Coed Intermediate division. 
They have choreographed a rou-
tine that allows them to use the 
maximum number of 20 athletes 
on the floor, while also leaving sev-
eral alternates to fill in if needed.

“Competition season is mov-
ing in the right direction,” senior 
Candace Cliatt said. “With the 
new changes we’ve had in coaches 
we’re really just trying to focus on 
working and completing our rou-
tine for Daytona.” 

Competitive cheerleading 
teams work all season on a routine 
that lasts just a couple of minutes. 
They only have one shot to make an 
impression on the judges.

“The only thing we can really 
do is perform to the best of our po-

Cheerleading prepares for Nationals

By JILLANA JONES
Staff Writer

Cheerleading to 
hold tryouts on 
January 29

tential and feel confident when we 
leave the mat,” Lyons said.

“We want to be as difficult as 
we can, but [also] be as clean as 
possible. We have a lot of talent and 
desire, and we are going to put the 

work into the routine to make it as 
perfect as we can.”

Just four days after the team 
returns from Nationals it will be 

JILLANA JONES | SIGNAL
Cheerleaders Rachel Molach, Trenise Parker, Becca Holcomb and 
Jamilah Dotson perform a heel-stretch stunt during practice. 

The Georgia State football 
team is holding its spring walk-on 
tryouts from Jan. 24 to Jan. 28 for 
the current members of the stu-
dent body that are interested. 

If you’re thinking, “I can’t 
make a division I college football 
team,” maybe you should think 
again. Two integral parts of the 
Panthers successful inaugural sea-
son were walk-ons, and Emmanuel 
Ogbuehi and Brandon Jones have 
both made the transition from stu-
dent to student-athlete quite well.

In terms of national exposure, 
Ogbuehi was part of perhaps the 
Panthers’ biggest play from scrim-
mage, his 55-yard reception to start 
the game against Alabama. The 
Thursday night game, broadcast 
on ESPNU, was viewed by over 
800,000 nationwide. Ogbuehi was 

Football holding walk-on tryouts
By KIRKLAND CARTER
Sports Editor

conscious of the magnitude of the 
game for the upstart program, and 
was excited about the opportunity, 
as he stated in the press conference 
before the game.

“I am looking forward to the 

opportunity to go out there and 
play with these guys, because this is 
my first year in college football and 
for me to have this opportunity, in 

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Redshirt sophomore Emmanuel Ogbuehi caught the longest pass 
from scrimmage in 2010, a 55-yarder against Alabama

SEE CHEERLEADING, PAGE 12

SEE FOOTBALL, PAGE 12
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time for them to hold tryouts for the 
2011-2012 season. To get prepared for 
the tryouts, the program is holding a 
Pre-Tryout Cheer Clinic on Jan. 29 
from noon to 5 p.m.

“Anyone that comes to [the] clin-
ic can expect to get a great workout 
from our program,” Lyons said. “We 
will run through a normal practice 
which will include tumbling, stunts, 
baskets and working on the tradi-
tional material that the athletes will 
be expected to perform at tryouts on 
April 14 through 17.”

Any male prospective cheer-
leaders will be able to attend the clin-
ic free of charge with a valid Panther 
ID. The program is looking to add 
more males to their co-ed team in 
time for the next football season.

Lyons, who was the assistant 
coach during Georgia State’s inaugu-
ral football season, is looking to build 
on the steps taken by the program 
this past fall.

“The season went great,” Ly-
ons said. “The teams did a great job 
of getting the crowd into the game 
as well as providing entertainment 
whenever the ball wasn’t in play.”

Next year the team plans on 
finding ways to get the crowd more 
involved and to alter their image. 

“We want a more traditional col-
lege look on the sidelines along with 
increasing the talent and ability level 
of our skills,” Lyons said.

Students looking to participate 
in the upcoming cheer clinic can go 
to the “Fan Zone” page of the Geor-
gia State Athletics site under “Spirit 
Groups” for official documents and 
more information about tryouts. 

my mind, is something big,” he said. 
The Buford native tried out during 
2008-2009, and joined the team in 
2009. The chemistry major earned 
“Most Improved” on offense, as well 
as the “Offensive Dominator Award,” 
according to Georgia State Athletics.

Ogbuehi’s teammate Brandon 
Jones came to the school with foot-
ball in mind. Jones transferred from 
Mars Hill College where he played 
football, but the Decatur native had 
to tryout to earn a spot on the roster. 

“I hope to play in the NFL, and 
with the coaches here, I feel like I 
have a better chance of making it,” 
Jones told GSU Magazine. The psy-
chology major also liked the aca-
demic reputation the school has es-
tablished.

“Georgia State has better aca-
demic programs,” Jones said. “If the 
NFL doesn’t work out, I’d like to go to 
graduate school for physical therapy.”

The tryouts will begin at 6:30 
a.m. and conclude at 8 a.m. each day 
from Jan. 24 to Jan. 28 at the practice 
facility located at 188 Martin Luther 
King Drive. Full-time freshmen and 
sophomores are eligible to play, ac-
cording to Georgia State Athletics. 
Parking is not yet available at the fa-
cility, so plan accordingly. For more 
information, please contact Daniel 
White in the Georgia State football 
office 404-413-4110.

>> CHEERLEADING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

>> FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Georgia State men’s basketball, picked in the 
pre-season to finish 11th out of 12 teams in the 
Colonial Athletic Association, surpassed expecta-
tions with their first 3-1 start to CAA play in his-
tory. 

In December, the Panthers kicked off their 
conference slate at home against powerhouse 
James Madison. The result was a 64-63 win, 
thanks in part to an opportune tip-in by forward 
Jihad Ali as time expired.

On Jan. 3, the Panthers dealt a 76-66 loss to 
Virginia Commonwealth, thanks in large part to 
power forward Eric Buckner’s 28-point perfor-
mance. The victory was Georgia State’s first over 
the Rams in 13 tries since joining the CAA.

The Panthers then lost their first confer-
ence road game in heartbreaking fashion at UNC 
Wilmington. After falling behind by 13 points in 
the first half, the Panthers pulled even in the sec-
ond half and traded leads with UNC-Wilmington 
before losing on a buzzer-beating three-pointer, 
56-59. Senior Dante Curry, who earned CAA Co-
Player of the Week honors just days earlier, scored 
27 points in the loss.

The Panthers were able to rebound from the 
loss with a win over Towson on Jan. 8.  However, 
the Panthers shot 35 percent from the field as they 
lost two straight on the road in a 48-hour span to 
James Madison and George Mason. The losses 
also dropped the Panthers to 1-6 on the road and 
3-3 in conference.

Head Coach Rod Barnes has other areas of 
concern. “[We] must improve on our free throw 
shooting,” Barnes said. “Free throw shooting has 

really hurt us.” 
Barnes worries for good reason. The Pan-

thers are currently ranked second to last in the 
nation in free throw shooting percentage. So far 
there have been six games decided in overtime by 
fewer than three points, and the Panthers have 
lost five of them. 

The program hopes to avoid a collapse in 
conference play like the one suffered last season. 
After beginning last season at 8-6, the Panthers 
managed to win only four of their next 18 games 
in conference to finish 2009-2010 at 12-20. 

However, Barnes is confident the team has 
improved from last season.

“We’re a more athletic team overall,” Barnes 
said. “[We have] guys that can make plays, [and 
we] have different guys that can step up each and 
every night, which I think helps us to be more of 
a balanced team.”

The Panthers have received contributions 
from transfers Buckner, Brandon McGee and 
Josh Micheaux, in addition to freshmen Devonta 
White, Javonte Maynor and Rashaad Richardson.  

Buckner leads the team in points, rebounds 
and blocks, and is becoming a fan favorite for his 
rim-rattling dunks. Meanwhile White was pro-
moted to starting point guard over senior Marques 
Johnson, but suffered an ankle sprain against 
VCU. Maynor, a sharpshooting guard, has been a 
key contributor all season, while Micheaux and 
Richardson have seen their playing time steadily 
increase as the season has progressed.

With eight newcomers on the roster this sea-
son, Georgia State had more questions than an-
swers early on. Barnes is pleased with the team’s 
development, particularly on defense.

“I think we’ve gotten better defensively,” 

Men’s basketball update

Barnes said “I think that’s an area that early on we 
didn’t know because we had so many new guys. 
Offensively, we have some guys now that under-
stand each other, so I think our chemistry is bet-
ter.”

While already owning quality home wins 
over James Madison and VCU, the Panthers are at 
a crucial juncture of their season. 

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Buckner leads the team in points, rebounds 
and blocks, and is becoming a fan favorite 
for his rim-rattling dunks.

Coming off a win at Towson Sunday after-
noon, the women’s basketball team is now 2-3 in 
all-important conference play. The win came af-
ter a tough loss against conference-leading Old 
Dominion last Thursday. First-year head coach 
Sharon Balwin-Tener has been vocal about the 
team’s goal to win immediately, and they have 
their work cut out for them in the stacked Colo-
nial Athletic Association.

The CAA ranks number 11 among 32 leagues 
with five of the CAA teams in the Top 25 in the 
current Mid-Major poll, according to Georgia 
State Athletics. Hofstra, who the Panthers defeat-
ed at the Georgia State Sports Arena on Jan. 9, was 
number 17 in the poll before the 84-70 loss to the 
Panthers.

Georgia State played their first two CAA 
games on the road and were unable to bring back 
a win, beginning with a 47-71 loss at George Ma-
son. 

The Panthers had 28 turnovers that pro-
duced 28 points for GMU, including six turnovers 
committed before scoring.

Georgia State trailed the entire game, in part 
due to the loss of senior forward Angelique Burtts, 
who injured her ankle in the first half and did not 
return.

Baldwin-Tener’s team attempted to rebound 
against Drexel on Jan. 6 in an energetic show-
down. The Panthers led for the first 30 minutes, 
but turnovers again proved costly. Balwin-Tener 
attributed the momentum shift to a lack of com-
munication.

“A key stretch came right around the 30-min-
ute mark where we had four straight possession 
turnovers and showed a lack of communication 

about the same time in giving some open lay-ups,” 
she said. Guard Kendra Long led the team with 17 
points, including five three-pointers, but with 20 
turnovers, the Panthers couldn’t hold on, and the 
Dragons won 56-46.

Although they got off to a rocky start in 
their first two games, the Panthers claimed a win 
in their bout with Hofstra, one of the top scor-
ing teams in the country, averaging 76.6 PPG. 
The Panthers showed the results of their hard 
work and practices through rebounds and on-
point shots. Returning from her injured ankle, 
Angelique Burtts returned to the court with 18 
points and 11 rebounds. Forward Chan Harris had 
14 points and 15 rebounds.  The team had a 49-48 
rebound lead over Hofstra, and Balwin-Tener was 
pleased with the effort of her team.

“It was a team effort. I think everyone 
stepped up to the challenge,” she said. “We need 
to have a good team. That’s what we want to do, 
and that’s what we’re striving to do.”

The Panthers hope to earn a bid in the CAA 
tournament, but the team must continue to pre-
vail defensively as well as offensively. From her 
web show “This Week in Georgia State’s Women’s 
Basketball,” Head Coach Sharon Baldwin-Tener 
said, “We’ve got to quit turning the ball over. It’s 
hard to score when you don’t even get a shot at 
the basket.” 

In order to produce winning games that re-
sult in points of 70 or more, the Panthers have to 
implement more consistency.

“We’ve got to take better care of the basket-
ball,” Baldwin-Tener said. “That’s been a problem 
for us all year.” The Panthers are doing extremely 
well when it comes to defense and rebounding, 
with Chan Harris currently ranked third in re-
bounding in the CAA, while the team as a whole 
is ranked fifth.

Women’s basketball update

“We’re aggressive,” Baldwin-Tener said. “We 
go after [the ball]. Defense and rebounding have 
probably been the key to our team so far.”

The game against ODU seemed promising, 
but the 5-0 (CAA) Lady Monarchs overcame a 
late 4-point deficit on a 9-0 run to stun the upset-
minded Panthers. Baldwin-Tener felt the teams’ 
youth and inexperience was costly in the defeat.

“We made the crucial mistakes at the end, 
and you can’t do that against first-place teams and 
win,” Balwin-Tener told Georgia State Athletics. 
“We hadn’t been in crucial end-of-game situa-
tions like this , and I think the veteran ODU team 
has and responded.”

Despite the loss, freshman guard Kendra 
Long continued to impress amassing 21 points, 
followed by Chan Harris (13) and Tiffany Ander-
son (12).

Anderson kept it up against Towson on Sun-
day, and posted 12 points and seven rebounds, 
depite fouling out with over eight minutes re-
maining in the second half. Harris continued 
her domination in the paint, with 12 points, 12 
rebounds and two blocked shots. It was Harris’ 
eighth double-double this season, and the Macon 
native leads the CAA in blocks, according to Geor-
gia State Athletics.

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
After missing most of last season to injury, 
junior Chan Harris has returned to form, 
leading all Panthers in rebounding and all of 
the CAA in blocked shots.

By CHARLES DUNSON, JR.
Staff Writer

By WHITNEY JONES
Staff Writer
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While the historic inaugural football season 
garnered much attention in both local and 
national media, it was business as usual for the 
other fall sports. From the Sports Arena to the 
pitch in Panthersville to the turf in the Georgia 
Dome, these student-athletes left it all on the field. 
These are the moments that defined Georgia State 
sports this fall.

1. In the beginning…
With 30, 237 fans in attendance, the Georgia State football team kicked off its first game with a bang, routing NAIA 
Shorter 41-7. The game itself proved to be a glimpse into the upcoming season, with redshirt freshman Drew Little 
completing 13 of 17 passes for two touchdowns, while fellow redshirt freshman Parris Lee ran for two touchdowns. Lee 
would lead the team in touchdowns, and Little’s arm carried the team when the running game struggled. Another trend 
that started in the game was ball control, a major part of success of the inaugural season.

“When you don’t turn the ball over and you get some turnovers you almost always win,” said Head Coach Bill Curry. 
“That is an incredible coefficient of victory that we have hammered and preached so hard.”

2. Bend it like Bennett
The Women’s Soccer regular season concluded at home against conference rivals UNC Wilming-
ton. It was a win and in game that would send the Panthers to their first CAA tournament in Geor-
gia State’s history. In the 81st minute Jewel Evans flew past defenders on the right wing and sent in 
a cross to Sarah Bennett who turned it into the net and cemented the four seed for the tournament. 
Bennett led all Panthers in scoring with 10 goals on the season. 

3. Kneed a hero
Senior Joey Syfert scored the game-winning goal against conference rivals Old Dominion in a 4-3 
scoring frenzy. Syfert missed the entire 2009 season due to injury. Not yet fully recovered from his 
ACL injury, Syfert played through the game with a torn meniscus and a brace. The victory was the 
best all around team effort of the season with four different players scoring goals. Keeper Vincent 
Foermer cemented the win by stopping a penalty shot in the 85th minute.  

4. Winner winner chicken dinner
Ashley Jones led all Panthers with 16 kills and 19 digs in a 
stunning come-from-behind win against the Delaware Blue 
Hens at the Georgia State Sports Arena. First-year head coach 
Tami Audia’s squad proved they could compete with the best, as 
the Hens finished 13-1 in the CAA on their way to the 2010 CAA 
crown. The Panthers missed the playoffs in 2010 but posted their 
best record in five years. 

5. Little’s big day
With the program at 2-2, redshirt freshman Drew Little took 
control of the offense in commanding fashion in the homecom-
ing game against Morehead State, completing 21 of 29 passes for 
287 yards with four touchdowns. The game marked the begin-
ning of an impressive streak for Little, where the McDonough 
native threw 187 consecutive passes without an interception. 
Head coach Bill Curry was thrilled with the freshman’s work. 
“Drew Little’s performance today was just masterful,” Curry 
said.

6. Off and running
First-year Head Coach Dave England’s cross country teams 
kicked off the 2010 season with wins for both teams, with junior 
Chris Harper pacing the men and sophomore Katherine Show-
alter leading the women. England’s squads dominated, with the 
women claiming three of the top four spots, with freshman Anna 
Sinclair coming in second and senior Caitlin Price in fourth. 
Meanwhile the podium on the men’s side was full of Panthers, 
with freshmen Tyler Tomy and Carlos Galindo finishing second 
and third respectively. 

7. Jewel rules
Freshman sensation Jewel Evans scored two 
goals and supplied one assist in a convincing 
4-2 victory over conference foe Old Dominion. 
For her effort, Evans was awarded CAA Rookie 
of the week for the second time. Her first came 
in her college debut when she scored the win-
ning goal against Jacksonville State in overtime. 
Evans finished the season with three Rookie of 
the Week performances as well as CAA Rookie 
of the Year for leading all rookies in goals, as-
sists and points. 

8. Foermer in form
Midway through the season, the Men’s Soccer 
team traveled to UNC Wilmington to play the 
NCAA’s 27th ranked Seahawks. Sophomore 
goalkeeper Vincent Foermer delivered a scintil-
lating performance with a career-high 10 saves 
to keep the conference rivals at bay. 

The game ended in a double overtime draw at 
0-0. Foermer concluded the season with a con-
ference leading 84 saves and is ranked 21st in 
the NCAA for saves per game at 4.94. 

9. Kickin’ it new school
Iain Vance scored three field goals in a 23-17 win 
over Lamar in the Panthers final home game to 
seal a winning record. “Kicker Iain Vance had a 
truly heroic game,” said Head Coach Bill Curry. 
“He was injured and would not come out of the 
game even when I wanted him to. He made a 
46-yarder that ended up being the difference 
in the game and we had to almost carry him off 
the field.” The Sports Network chose Vance as 
a third team All-American for his performance 
in 2010.

10. Fresh legs
Freshman Anna Sinclair got her first collegiate 
win as first-year head coach Dave England’s 
cross-country teams swept the GSU Invita-
tional at Nash Farm Battlefield in Hampton, Ga. 
The race was the first home race for Georgia 
State since 2007 and will be the venue for the 
2011 CAA Championship. The Alpharetta na-
tive was second in her first-ever race, finishing 
just three seconds behind sophomore Katha-
rine Showalter, who won the women’s side of 
the JSU Struts Invitational. 

Photos for numbers 1, 3-4, 6, 9-10 provided by Georgia State Sports Communications. Photos for numbers 2, 7-8 by Saakib Zafrani for The Signal.
Photo for number 5 provided by the Atlanta Journal-Constitution.

By KIRKLAND CARTER
Sports Editor 

and SAAKIB ZAFRANI
Associate Sports Editor
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When I first discovered that 
music extended further than 97.1 and 
Good Charlotte, Tokyo Police Club 
was one of those initial bands that 
truly captivated my musical tastes. 
After a strong series of blogger hype 
garnered from their earliest EPs, they 
released their debut full-length Ele-
phant Shell, which was praised for its 
smooth melodies cast alongside more 
angular rhythms. Last June they un-
veiled Champ, and it was met with 
similar acclaim. Keyboardist Graham 
Wright spoke to The Signal about the 
latest LP and the band’s upcoming 
show in Atlanta. 

How did you end up naming the 
new album Champ?

Graham Wright: We were stuck and 
we played this game where you look 
through a dictionary and it was sup-
posed to result in three word phrases, 
but all three of the phrases were re-
ally stupid. So luckily someone found 
champ — it was Greg who found 
champ, to give credit where credit is 
due — and we thought it was just fine.

How was the approach to Champ 
different from Elephant Shell?

Wright: We gave ourselves time and 
relaxed and took it easy and didn’t 
make deadlines and didn’t really an-
swer the phones for a few months, 
and just pulled ourselves into a room/
studio and did it that way. Which we 
discovered was the best way to do it.

You guys received a lot of hype 
from your first EPs. When you 
were recording Elephant Shell, did 

Tokyo Police Club on pressure, success and their upcoming show
By PAUL DEMERRITT
Staff Writer

you feel any pressure?

Wright: Yes, honestly, I don’t think 
that we altered what we did because 
of the pressure. It’s funny because ev-
eryone around you does everything 
they can do to alleviate the pressure 
and in so doing makes it really really 
apparent that there is pressure. They 
sort of protest too much. It was there, 
and it didn’t help, but I hope it didn’t 
hinder. I think the more difficult 
thing with Elephant Shell was that 
there was not a lot of time to be spent 
on doing it, so there was always this 
sort of feeling of impending dead-
lines and rush, which is why we did 
the opposite thing with Champ.

A lot of your songs have fun, shout-
along parts that work well with an 
audience. Is that intentional?

Wright: Um, I don’t think we ever 
have, I think we tried it on other 
songs probably. I feel like there are 
some times where we said to each 
other, ‘This would be awesome at a 
show,’ but I don’t think that’s ever 
quite worked. It seems like the good 
ones are the ones that come naturally.

How has your songwriting evolved 
from your earlier EPs?

Wright: I think we’re just a lot more 
confident now. The most important 
thing is that a lot of times we’re more 

willing to do things that are obvious. 
I think that there’s a real tempta-
tion as a musician to shy away from 
things that are easy or that come to 
mind first, just because you want to 
be unpredictable or you want to be 
interesting, and that is important. 
But you realize as you go that you 
also want to be enjoyable to listen 
to, and sometimes things are cliché 
for a reason. It’s okay to do the first 
thing that comes to mind, sometimes. 
Sometimes you scrap it and do the 
90th thing that comes to mind. But 
it gets easier to do what’s best for the 
song, and hopefully look at it in a less 
biased way. 

When you guys first started, did 

you ever think you would get this 
popular?

Wright: Yes and no. I always sort of 
shot my mouth off a lot about my 
confidence in what we were doing. 
In a lot of ways, I never really saw 
myself doing anything with my life 
other than this. I sort of arrogantly 
didn’t plan to do much else with my 
life than this. It worked out that way, 
maybe some of my bluster managed 
to pay off, maybe deep down in my 
heart of hearts, I was never really 
that confident in our ability to pull it 
off. It’s a bit of a pipe dream.

At your upcoming show at the 
Masquerade you’re playing with 
Someone Still Loves You Boris 
Yeltsin. How did that come about?

Wright: You know, when you go on 
tour you just look for other bands 
that want to go on tour at the same 
time that make sense to play with, 
and that name came up. I feel like 
we sort of came out with those guys 
around the same time, I don’t know 
that we really sound anything like 
them, but just in terms of where we 
were at in 2006/2007, I feel like our 
band names got mentioned in the 
same sentence a lot. So it’s cool at this 
point to do something together with 
them finally. 

CHRISSY PIPER
Tokyo Police Club’s Graham Wright: “I think we’re just a lot more confident now.”

TOKYO POLICE CLUB
WHEN Jan. 25, 7 p.m.
WHERE The Masquerade 
(695 North Ave.)
ADDITIONAL INFO Two 
Door Cinema Club and 
Someone Still Loves You 
Boris Yeltsin open the show

Last year marked a strange transition in mu-
sic, from Kanye collaborating with Bon Iver 
to Mountain Dew sponsoring Wavves. Indie 
as a genre has become virtually indefinable.

1. Broken Social Scene
Forgiveness Rock Record
Arts & Crafts
One of the greatest musical heavyweights 
continues their record of unwavering perfec-
tion and sonic beauty. 

2. Sufjan Stevens
Age of Adz
Asthmatic Kitty Records
Sufjan took an enormous risk in 2010 when 
he shift from his beloved folk nuances to ut-
ter electronic chaos, but somehow he made 
it work. 

3. Kanye West
My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy 
Roc-A-Fella
I’m still undecided as to whether Kanye is a 

5-year-old or a latent genius, but this record 
seems to suggest the latter. 

4. Los Campesinos!
Romance is Boring
Arts & Crafts
One of the few albums that can explore 
heartbreak without once sounding trite. 

5. The Books
The Way Out
Temporary Residence Ltd. 
Only The Books could turn creepy self-help 
videos into gorgeous melodies.

6. Vampire Weekend
Contra 
XL
Vampire Weekend once again proves itself to 
be a pop pioneer instead of just a Graceland 
rip-off. 

7. Small Black
New Chain

JagJaguwar
Small Black shows that chillwave can be 
much more than just lazy electronica.

8. Marnie Stern
Marnie Stern 
Kill Rock Stars
Today’s most underrated guitarist continues 
to turn shredding into an art form.

9. LCD Soundsystem
This is Happening
Virgin
Somehow LCD Soundsystem has been able 
to give legitimacy to making even more songs 
about dancing. 

10. Zach Hill
Face Tat 
Sargent House
If you don’t already know that Zach Hill is 
the greatest drummer alive: He’s the greatest 
drummer alive. 

BROKEN SOCIAL SCENE / AP
Top: Broken Social Scene’s Forgiveness Rock 
Record tops our list of Best Albums of 2010. 
Bottom: despite his controversial behavior, 
Kanye’s album has made it on most top album 
lists of 2010.

Best of 2010: Albums By PAUL DEMERRITT
Staff Writer 
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Local rap heroes Big Boi and Cee Lo 
swayed back into the mainstream, 
the origin of the virus that is Bieber 
Fever was traced back to Atlanta and 
the new filming incentive ended up 
drawing stars like Scarlett Johansson 
and Ryan Reynolds to the city’s 
fanciest hot-spots. Flesh-hungry 
zombies commandeered downtown 
for The Walking Dead. Deerhunter 
and the Black Lips kept Atlanta on the 
fingertips of many an indie blogger, 
and T.I. talked a suicidal man down 
from a Colony Square building. But 
there’s even more to Atlanta than this 
— it’s not only a media stronghold, but 
it’s also a mecca for creativity. The 
independent arts scene is booming, its 
restaurants are increasingly unique 
and fresh, outside-the-box events, like 
Luminocity’s “Hinterland,” are regularly 
received with open arms. Here is the 
first installment in a three-part series 
that highlights some of the city’s most 
important — and often under-recognized 
— movers and shakers who kept Atlanta 
interesting throughout 2010.

— Jhoni Jackson, Entertainment Editor

If you haven’t yet heard of Scout-
mob’s queen bee Allie Bashuk or her 
new magazine Young, Foxy & Free, you 
haven’t been paying attention. Just like 
her new magazine’s namesake, Bashuk 
has a serious eye for fashion paired with 
an entrepreneurial spirit. 

Bashuk is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Georgia, where she created a sa-
tirical fashion blog called The Campus 
Style with partners Paris Rouzati and 
Cintra McGauley. 

UGA Style, “evolved into a style 
blog- covering the culture, fashion, mu-
sic, art scene of Athens, Ga.,” said Allie 
in an interview with Crave Atlanta. 

The blog — which began as UGA 
Style — became a hit and has expanded 
to campuses all over the country, like 
the universities of Kentucky, Kansas 
and Indiana.

The Marietta native then became 
the assistant editor at Scoutmob, where 
she also helps with website content. Her 
focus is on the weekday and weekend 
event lists, local mugs and creative eyes.

“It’s been the most incredible ex-
perience getting to watch Scoutmob 
blossom and revolutionize the way we 
spend. The economy got rough, and 
they got creative,” said Bashuk. 

As if her day job weren’t enough to 
keep her busy, Allie recently launched 
a free quarterly art magazine called 

Young, Foxy & Free. The first issue, the 
2011 Winter Calendar Issue, just de-
buted.

She worked on it her last semes-
ter in Athens with friend Michael La-
chowski, and saw a “potential future for 
it to thrive,” in Atlanta.

Bashuk said, “ …we are planning 
to bridge the two cities — bringing the 
drive and ambition of Atlanta [to Ath-
ens], and bring the community and tal-
ent in Athens here. We are currently get-
ting the gears in motion for the Spring 
Body issue, where we explore several 
themes of the body — things they can 
do, how they look and what they wear.”

Bashuk said Atlantans can pick up 
your copy at any in-town restaurant, bar 
or business generally haunted by the 
“savvy and creative.”

Her advice to other young fashion-
conscious entrepreneurs, she said, is to 
“Figure out what moves you. This is the 
most exciting time to grow into your 
shell. Fashion is art, so just like any art 
form — figure out what moves you and 
why you like it. Fashion is my personal 
expression, which can come off as frivo-
lous, but frivolity is okay when you don’t 
base your life around it.”

If you want to stay up-to-date 
with Atlanta’s fashion and art 
scene, keep Bashuk on your radar. 
You can follow her Tumblr (www.
thriveandbeam.tumblr.com) or on 
Twitter (@localwanderer).

Student Activity Fee Funding for Fiscal Year 2012 
The Student Activity Fee Committee (SAFC) has released budget request forms and instructions 
for the fiscal year 2012 ( July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012) Student Activity Fee budget request 
process and the Student Activity Fee Overview document, which lists restrictions placed on the 
expenditure of fee funds.   

This allocation process applies only to the allocation of Student Activity Fee funds assigned to 
the Diversity and University-Wide Fee Councils, which fund a wide range of chartered student 
organizations and services not served by other Fee Councils handling other programming 
categories. This is not the process used by the various colleges to allocate funds to chartered 
student organizations whose mission or membership is closely related to their degree programs 
i.e., Chemistry Club, History Society, Social Work Club, etc.  Please visit your college Dean’s 
Office for further information about their funding process. This process is also not associated 
with other fees for Athletics, Transportation, Health, Recreation, International Education, and the 
Student Center.  If you are unsure as to which funding process applies to your organization, 
please direct all questions to Jeff Walker, Director, Student Affairs Business Operations at 
404.413.1521 or Shantavia Reid, Business Manager II, at 404.413.1522. Both are located in 
the Office of the Dean of Students in room 300 Student Center.  The Dean of Students Office is 
the official source for information on this process all inquiries should be directed to our office. 

Budget application instructions and forms are available on the web at: 
http://www.gsu.edu/deanofstudents (the FY 2012 Budget Request Forms are listed under the 
Student Fees section)

Please do not change the format of the request form, as the committees need to be able to 
locate data quickly among all the forms they review. 

To assist those applying for funding, there will be a Pre-Proposal workshop on Friday, 
January 21, 2011, at 2:00 p.m. in room 470 University Center.  This workshop will explain 
the process in detail for applying for Student Activity Fee funding and provide guidance in 
completing the application.  Attendance is not mandatory, but will be helpful. 

Applications will be accepted beginning Monday, December 6, 2010 and must be submitted 
by Friday, February 4, 2011, at 5:15pm to the Office of the Dean of Students, Room 300 
Student Center. Late applications will not be accepted.

Notable
Atlantans

Allie Bashuk of Scoutmob

By ABBY CARNEY
Staff Writer

ALLIE BASHUK
It’s uncommon to find a free-spirited go-getter, 
but Allie Bashuk of Scoutmob is just that.
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Date of Event:
MARCH 16, 2011

Event Location: Student Center

Proposal Submission Deadline:

JANUARY 28, 2011at 5 p.m.

Notification of Acceptance: February 14, 2011

GSURC 2011

Undergraduate students from all disciplines are
 encouraged to submit their scholarly and creative

 projects for presentation at the conference

GEORGIA STATE
UNDERGRADUATE

RESEARCH CONFERENCE

In late November of last year, 
thousands upon thousands of lights 
illuminated Woodruff Park. Projec-
tions of funky geometric shapes float-
ed across the buildings overhead. Ac-
robats and gymnasts performed on 
platforms at neck-breaking heights. 
Modern dancers twirled and spun 
in the streets, and drummers played 
atop a luminous steamroller. 

In 1994, Kelly Nelson imagined 
this spectacular vision of illumina-
tion. Coca-Cola commissioned Nel-
son and her team to create a traveling 
tour as a pre-show to the Olympic 
torch run. When the budget for the 
creation was shifted to another proj-
ect, Nelson recommitted herself to 
fleshing out the idea of designing “a 
vehicle for building pedestrian traf-
fic,” as she called it, by way of an 
enriching, inspiring light parade. In 
an effort to bring a cultural and con-
scious extravaganza to a revitalized 
downtown Atlanta, Luminocity At-
lanta was born. 

Starring hip-hop superstar and 
Atlanta native Big Boi as the Ring 
Meister and featuring choreography 
by gloATL, 42 dancers, four acro-
bats, four BMX riders, two gymnasts, 
drummers, stilt walkers and a tree 
man, Luminocity’s “Hinterland” en-
tranced more than 20,000 spectators. 

As an elaborate light show danced 
across buildings, onlookers watched 
in awe as their concrete jungle was 
transformed into a brilliant tapestry 
of culture and creativity. 

The company’s debut produc-
tion — a carnival and parade con-
structed with the use of movement, 
color, lights and energy — showcased 
an artistic display with a purpose. 
Reaching beyond the aesthetics of vi-
sionary artistry, Luminocity blend of 
community, education, economy, en-
vironment and culture was expressed 
throughout the Woodruff Park area.

Nelson’s vision of downtown 
areas being brought to life surpassed 
just the cultural experience. To sig-
nificantly impact the downtown 
community, the company hired 
22 transitional homeless residents 
through First Staffing to assist on the 
production. 

“You can’t come downtown 
without doing something about the 
homeless. You can’t ignore that,” Nel-
son said. 

By setting an example for large 
corporations, Luminocity hopes to 
bring about the change to help eradi-
cate homelessness in Atlanta. 

To fuel Luminocity’s education-
al efforts, the production group pro-
vided 15 student dancers and three 
children with the learning experi-
ence of participating in the ground-
breaking event. 

Luminocity Atlanta

By WHITNEY JONES
Staff Writer

BEN ROSE
Luminocity’s debut production, “Hinterland,” not only enthralled onlookers in Woodruff Park, but also 
made a deliberately positive impact on the area. 

On that cold, holiday weekend 
evening, Luminocity’s effect was felt 
amongst business owners too. Ac-
cording to Nelson, after many calls to 
businesses in the area, “Hinterland” 
brought an increase of revenue to the 
otherwise faltering Fairlie-Poplar 
District. A hookah bar sold out of ev-
ery flavor tobacco in stock. A diner 
sold 250 cups of hot chocolate and 
100 cups of coffee. Some restaurants 
received back-to-back reservations. 

And not only did Luminocity 
give back to businesses, it also did 

its part to show the environment 
some love. Service vehicles and floats 
were powered by electric energy. In 
a grand showing of conscious re-
sponsibility, Nelson said, “Whatever 
other carbon footprints we created, 
we purchased wind and solar credits 
to offset it.” Partnering with Sterling 
Planet, a carbon offsetting company, 
Luminocity offered and continues to 
offer their patrons and other event 
sites the opportunity to purchase 
credits to counteract their own foot-
prints.

For the 2011 season, Luminocity 
plans to bring that cultural experi-
ence back to Atlanta. A fall produc-
tion is actively in the works; however, 
although funding is pending, a spring 
show is not inconceivable, if the de-
mand is heard. For now, there are 
talks to tour the carnival nationally in 
select cities.

For more on Luminocity Atlan-
ta, visit www.luminocityatlanta.
com. 



01 Senior
Röyskopp (MB3)

02 TRON: Legacy
Daft Punk (Disney)

03 Friends & Friends of Friends
Various Artists (Tender Loving Empire)

04 Volumes 1 & 2
Pigbag Fire

05 Passive Me, Aggressive You
The Naked and Famous (Somewhat Damaged)

06 Shore Obsessed
Soft Circle (Post Present Medium)

07 Aguilas & Cobras
Brownout

08 Prefuse 73/Jaytram/Epstein
Prefuse 73/Jaytram/Epstein (Asthmatic Kitty)

09 That We Can Play
Games (Hippos in Tanks)

10 The Shore EP
Chapel Club (Polydor)

11 Some Place Simple
Martina Topley Bird (Ipecac)

12 Pyramid of the Sun
Maserati (Temporary Residence)

13 Golden Haze
Wild Nothing (Captured Tracks)

14 Some Weather
Faces in Film (Fenway)

15 The Sun
Sleepover (Circuitree)

16 Tradi-Mods vs Rockers
Various Artists (Crammed Discs)

17 Philharmonics
Agnes Obel (PIAS)

18 Bedroom Databanks
Atlas Sound

19 Tropsical
Mermaids (Pretty Ambitious)

20 Strychnine Dandelion
The Parting Gifts (In the Red)

21 Liasons
Pigeons (Soft Abuse)

22 Gutter Water
Gangrene (Decon)

23 Rare
Calibro 35 (Nublu)

24 Outside
Tapes ‘n Tapes (Idid)

25 III: Arcade Dynamics
Ducktails (Woodsist)

26 Land and Fixed
Blank Dogs (Captured Tracks)

27 King Felix EP
Laurel Halo (Hippos in Tanks)

28 Decline/These Arms
Roman Photos (Double Phantom)

29 City Walls EP
Endless Wave (Fort Point)

30 The World Needs More Skillz
Skillz (E One)

Sluggish electro-
pop that’s rife with 
undulating synth, 
ambient noise and eerie 
accents.

A blend of folk and classical mu-
sic, Danish singer-songwriter Agnes 
Obel’s debut, Philharmonics, is guid-
ed by her enchanting, soft vocals, 
reminiscent of Feist, Alison Sudol 
(better known as A Fine Frenzy) and 
Stina Nordenstam.

Most tracks are scarce of instru-
ments and mainly focus on the piano, 
an instrument that Obel has been 
playing since an early age. The al-
bum opens with “Falling, Catching,” 
the first instrumental track of three. 
Just under two minutes, this track 
has hints of influence from Claude 
Debussy and Eric Satie. 

The opening chord in “Lou-
retta” is carried through the track 
and this repetition creates a sense 
of uneasiness paired with the sharp 
strokes of the melody. In comparison 
to the other two, “Wallflower” is a 
darker and heavier track. 

Obel’s lyrics are poetic and she 
seems to meticulously choose the 
words to create rhyming lines, as 
found in “Brother Sparrow,” to illus-
trate strong imageries in “On Pow-
dered Ground” and tell a story in 
“Philharmonics.” 

She incorporates the acoustic 
guitar in “Just So,” which was fea-
tured in a German Telecom com-
mercial. On “Beast,” Obel showcases 
a harp that strums a feeling of excite-
ment.

“Close Watch” is a cover of John 
Cale’s “I Keep a Close Watch.” The 

Agnes Obel
Philharmonics
PIAS Recordings

By EMILY YANG
Staff Writer

Check out Emily Yang’s 
review on page 18.

A successful 
experiment in 
electronic music: 
dreamy vocals, bleeps 
and blips, crackling 
beats and an altogether 
beautiful sound that’s 
as catchy as it is 
soothing.

Greg Cartwright of 
the Reigning Sound 
and Coco Hames of 
The Ettes teamed 
up to make a fun, 
straightforward garage 
punk album. Other 
artists, including 
the Black Keys’ 
Dan Auerbach, also 
contributed.

This Norwegian duo 
proves good electronic 
jams are universal—
and it’s not because 
of the prevalence of 
vocals in English.

My relationship with The De-
cemberists has been a rocky one. I 
started listening to the band when I 
first got into indie music, and was im-
mediately stricken by their extremely 
thorough songwriting, and a sound I 
equated to an 18th century shipyard. 
It was a completely new experience. 
As time went on, however, hearing a 
song would only grate on my nerves. 
The sound was too ornate, too intri-
cate — and  it was unsuitable to ex-
tended listening.

So it’s completely surprising 
that the band’s newest album, The 
King Is Dead, has completely won 
me over, thanks to a new direction in 
the group’s sound. Past Decemberists 
albums were downright orchestral, 
featuring dozens of instruments on 
any given song, often sounding in-
dulgent or gilded. The King Is Dead 
leaves this tradition by the wayside, 
with far fewer instruments on each 
track. 

The King is Dead is a much more 
accessible album. Hearing the band 
singing and playing so comparatively 
stripped down feels earnest — much 
more in line with the band’s indie-
folk roots. Most importantly, by not 
weighing down the sound with doz-
ens upon dozens of instruments, the 
arrival of a harmonica or accordion 
feels vital and fresh. 

While I felt a new stance on 
instrumentation helped lend new 
life to The King Is Dead, vocals by 
lead singer Colin Meloy and multi-
instrumentalist Jenny Conlee are 
laudable. Meloy’s voice brings a pow-
erful identity to the album. Meloy has 
sang for a long time about bringing a 
life together and surviving through 
hard times, but this was the first time 
I’ve ever believed him. It’s a remark-
able transformation, and propels 
the band to even greater heights. In 
comparison, Jenny Conlee’s breath-
taking voice proves the perfect coun-
terweight for Meloy’s, and her har-

The Decemberists
The King Is Dead
Capitol Records

By MICHAEL RABALAIS
Staff Writer

melodic piano strokes combined 
with her silky vocals produce a cover 
that sounds nothing like Cale’s. Obel 
is creates a completely different feel 
than Cale — Obel’s is a  more upbeat 
and modern version.

To fully grasp the meaning of 
Obel’s lyrics, listeners may have to 
mull over tracks a few times. The 
majority of the songs seem to empha-
size each word; an emphasis that may 
make listeners lose track of the over-
all message of the lyrics.

Obel makes a successful debut 
with Philharmonics, perfecting an al-
bum that’s thoroughly contemplative 
and mesmerizing. Some may pass 
off this album as boring or dull, but 
to appreciate the beauty of Philhar-
monics, it requires concentration — 
and it’s best enjoyed in solitude.

Jimmy Tamborello, an elec-
tronic musician and the face behind 
Dntel, just released a pair of compan-
ion EPs called After Parties and After 
Parties 2. 

Tamborello is well-known for 
being one half of The Postal Service, 
along with Ben Gibbard from Death 
Cab for Cutie. He also goes by the 
name James Figurine, and hosts the 
Dulab show Dying Songs.

After Parties and its companion 
EP are purely instrumental. Dntel’s 
previous album, Dumb Luck, fea-
tured guest appearances from vari-
ous other artists, including Rilo Ki-
ley’s Jenny Lewis and Grizzly Bear’s 
Edward Droste — but his new set of 
EPs is strictly a one-man show. 

The songs, despite having no 
lyrics, have definite moods. Most 
tracks boast muted and distorted 
tones as well as clear sounds. Dntel 
mixes calming noises to combine a 
sleepy energy with electronic beats. 

The album, while being very dif-
ferent from its predecessor, is capti-
vating in its simplicity. 

Dntel
After Parties/After Parties 2
Sub Pop

By KENDALL HARRIS
Staff Writer

monies help make the album truly 
special.

For the first time in years, I’m 
excited about The Decemberists. The 
band has transformed their trade-
mark sound of 10 years effortlessly, 
and it breathes a completely new life 
into their music. The King Is Dead 
is a testament to the idea that less is 
more–and that notion is executed 
flawlessly.

The Decemberists returns to its folk-rock roots
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Fuzzed-out, 
shoegazing indie rock 
from New Zealand.

For more album reviews, visit
www.gsusignal.com/entertainment/album-reviews



Atlanta Events

Want to see an event in this space? Contact Jhoni Jackson at 
signalentertainment@gmail.com with the event name, time, 
date, location and a brief description.

TUESDAY, JAN. 18

Missoula Oblongata’s Clamlump
Remember Jason Segel’s Dracula musical in Forgetting Sarah Marshall? 
This traveling theater group’s latest work will be much, much stranger 
— which makes it all the better. They’ll transform the restaurant with 
an entirely homemade set and simultaneously weird you out and blow 
your mind with their experimental performance. Two members of 
folk-punk troupe the Back Pockets will play beforehand, and the Hot 
Sh*t Theater Company will close out the night. Get there on time — the 
madness begins promptly at 8 p.m.
Home Grown, 985 Memorial Drive // 7:30 p.m. // Free, all ages

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 19

Surrealize!
If you’re bummed about the closing of the Dali exhibit, head to 
this exhibit opening for more surrealism — the locally-made kind. 
Orchestrated by the Design Plus Collective, the show includes 
sculptures, photographs and paintings from Chris Higgins, Andrew 
Hrycaj and Ben Ziskind.
WonderRoot, 982 Memorial Drive // 8 p.m. // Free, all ages

Tyvek, GG King, The Clap
All three bands — the latter two are local — make various blends of 
catchy punk rock.
The Earl, 488 Flat Shoals Ave. // 8:30 p.m. // $8, 21 and up

THURSDAY, JAN. 20

The Bukkake Boys, Predator, Glue
This month’s Thursday Deluxe show — presented by Team Luis — will 
give you a head start on the decline of your hearing. In addition the 
main stage performances, Uberchrist, Tire Fire and Disable will play 
downstairs. All of the bands play heavy punk rock, metal or punk-rock 
metal.
Star Bar, 437 Moreland Ave. // 9 p.m. // Free, 21 and up

Big Boi
He’s playing a free show — seriously. Go to www.textbooksandtickets.
com/atlanta to claim admission. Entry is first-come, first-served, so be 
there early.
Center Stage, 1374 West Peachtree St. // 7 p.m. // Free, all ages

FRIDAY, JAN. 21

Be-In Art Party
Hosted by R.A.A.W. (Renegade Atlanta Artist Wurks), the event is part 
art show, part dance party. Expect plenty of tech house and dubstep, 
and works from Jennifer Desantis, Matt Maher, William Morand, 
I-Kafka, Shell’ton Labron, D. Thomas and a slew of other locals.
Engine 11 Firehouse Tavern, 30 North Ave. // 8 p.m. // Free, 18 and 
up

SATURDAY, JAN. 22

Nappy Roots, The Wheeler Boys, Sonen, Jack of 
Hearts
A mash-up of indie electro, rock and hip-hop, this show promises to be 
a uniquely stellar one.
The Earl, 488 Flat Shoals Ave. // 9 p.m. // $10, 21 and up

SUNDAY, JAN. 23

Open Mic Poetry
Relax and hear poetry at downtown Decatur’s favorite organic 
coffeehouse — or work up the nerve to share your own work.
Java Monkey, 425 Church St. // 7 p.m. // Free, all ages

MONDAY, JAN. 24

Mayhem, Dres the Beatnik, Ricky Raw, The Fresh
In addition to the acts listed, other locals will also perform. It’s only a 
small glimpse into Atlanta’s underground hip-hop scene, but it’s a good 
starting point.
Eastside Lounge, 485 Flat Shoals Ave. // 9 p.m. // $5-$10, 21 and up

An end-of-the-year addition 
to the Golden Globe and Oscar 
nomination rush, The King’s Speech 
earns its place among the best films 
of 2010. Following the true story of 
King George IV of Britain, the film 
revolves around the possession of 
power: the power of father over son, 
the power of a king over his subjects, 
the power of a teacher over his pupil 
and — perhaps the most important of 
all — the power of speech in personal 
expression.

Colin Firth plays the stammer-
ing, humble George, who must take 
the throne when his older brother 
abdicates. Plagued by his inability 
to even tell his daughters a bedtime 
story without stuttering, George 
becomes absolutely hopeless when 
speaking in front of large crowds. 
His anxiety is only augmented by the 
recent invention of the radio, which 
suddenly forces his halting pauses to 
be widely available across the coun-
try, making his personal plague pub-
lic.

THE WEINSTEIN COMPANY/MOMENTUM PICTURES
The speech woes of King George IV (Colin Firth, left) in The King’s 
Speech offer a greater commentary on personal expression. 

A round of 
applause for 
‘The King’s 
Speech’
By HALLY JOSEPH
Staff Writer

His wife Elizabeth, played by 
Helena Bonham Carter, seeks help 
in a wide array of speech therapists, 
but it is the unusual methods of Lio-
nel Logue (Geoffrey Rush) that catch 
the attention of the royal couple. In 
the scene where Lionel and George 
first meet, George sits on a couch and 
struggles to answer Lionel’s ques-
tions — both his stammer and his 
pride keep him from responding to 
the good-humored quips of his new 
speech therapist, who dares to call 
the future king by his family name, 
Bertie.

The unique and captivating 
friendship forged between a king 
who must sacrifice his pride to be 
taught and a teacher who must learn 
how to give a powerful man his voice 
forges the plotline of The King’s 
Speech.  

Half of the film easily garners 
laughs: Lionel teaches George to 
seize his voice via myriad silly physi-

cal exercises, and one memorable 
scene features Colin Firth shouting 
surprising sets of very British pro-
fanities. 

And the dialogue is sharp. When 
Elizabeth first describes her husband 
as unable to change jobs, Lionel asks, 
“What is he, an indentured servant?” 
She smiles and responds, “Something 
like that.”

The other half of The King’s 
Speech strikes a deeply heartfelt note. 
Colin Firth has so mastered the pro-
cess of stunting, losing and finding 
his speech that watching George try 
to tell the story of his life is heart-
wrenching — a sentence can take 
minutes. Here, the silly methods be-
come poignant. Using singing to cre-
ate a flow in his language, George’s 
saddest memories are confessed in 
song. Knowing the adversity he faces, 
by the end of the film, a new appre-
ciation is built around the ability to 
simply speak.
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The third Monday of January 
is more than just an off day at Geor-
gia State. On Thursday, Jan. 20, 
Georgia State will celebrate its 28th 
annual MLK Convocation. This 
event is the start of nine days of 
celebrations and community events 
to honor MLK’s service and dream.  
The theme for the 2011 MLK Series 
is “Celebrating His Dream… Con-
tinuing His Legacy.” 

The MLK Convocation is the 
cornerstone of Georgia State’s MLK 
Series of celebration in honor of Dr. 
King. The theme of the convocation 
is “Carrying the Dream… A Call to 
Action” and the keynote speaker for 
the convocation is Shirley Sherrod.  

Sherrod is a civil rights activist 
who was a member of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Commit-
tee (SNCC). She also was among 
the group of black students who 
enrolled in a previously all-white 
high school in Baker County. Dur-
ing the convocation, the annual 
MLK Torch of Peace and the Hosea 
Williams Awards will be awarded.  

The MLK Torch of Peace 
Award is given to those individu-
als and groups that exemplify the 
qualities of the late Dr. King.

“Nominations are open to un-
dergraduate and graduate students, 
faculty, staff, alumni and chartered 
student organizations [or] para-
professional student organizations 
who have demonstrated an out-
standing ability to promote positive 
intercultural relations within the 

Georgia State University commu-
nity,” said Tonya Cook, the program 
specialist for Intercultural Rela-
tions.

The Hosea Williams Award is 
granted annually to groups or indi-
viduals that have promoted a posi-
tive community impact through 
service.

“The award honors an indi-
vidual and organization that dem-
onstrates purposeful risk taking for 
betterment of a community, strong 
leadership skills and courage,” 
Cook said.

 This year is important because 
it is the 25th annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. Although his birthday 
is Jan. 15th, Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day is always celebrated on the 
third Monday of January each year.  
The holiday was signed into law in 
1983 by President Ronald Reagan 
and was first observed in 1986. 

Georgia State and the Office of 
Intercultural Relations views Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day as “a day 
on instead of a day off.” Cook feels 
that it is our duty to celebrate the 
accomplishments of Dr. King but 
to realize that the work is not done.   

Georgia State is excited to hon-
or Dr. Martin Luther King for all he 
did for the advancement of positive 
race relations in the U.S. and is do-
ing its part to keep his legacy alive 
and strong.  On Jan. 20th, Georgia 
State begins its service to Dr. King 
and his dream.  

For more information on the 
2011 MLK Series check out www2.
gsu.edu/interculturalrelations or 
contact Intercultural Relations at 
404-413-1580.

In honor of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day, the Office of the Dean of 
Students, along with Intercultural 
Relations at Georgia State, will be 
presenting both the MLK, Jr. Series 
and the 28th MLK Convocation. The 
MLK Series is a series of events in At-
lanta that are meant to honor the life 
and legacy of Dr. King. 

The Convocation, themed “Car-
rying the Dream… A Call to Action” 
will be held in the Student Center 
Ballroom. Civil Rights activist Shirley 
Sherrod will give a speech and a cer-
emony will be held in order to award 
both the Hosea Williams Award for 
Activism and MLK Torch of Peace 
Awards. The Convocation begins at 4 
p.m., doors open at 2:30 p.m. It is free 
and open to the public.

The first event in the MLK, Jr. 
Series will occur on Friday, Jan. 21. 
BlackOUT, a student organization 
with the goal of promoting under-
standing and awareness of the cul-
tures of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
questioning people of African de-
scent, is carrying on Dr. King’s call 
for peace and understanding by dis-
playing a portable wall they created 
to display the gay, lesbian and bisexu-
al movements from a historical view 
of social justice. The wall will be on 
display on the first floor lobby of the 
Student Center until Jan. 31. 

Also on Friday, the Office of 
African-American Student Services 
and Programs will host the grand 
opening, ribbon cutting ceremony, a 
reception and an artist’s talk for “Re-
flections of Women Writers in the 
Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC),” a Civil Rights 

photography exhibit documenting 
and featuring photographs of many 
of the women whose personal sto-
ries were included in Doris Derby’s 
book, Hands on the Freedom Plow. 
The book presents the stories of 
52 women during the Civil Rights 
Movement. The grand opening is at 
3:30 p.m. in the Student Center Gal-
lery Lounge and is free and open to 
the public. 

Next in the series, the Rialto 
Center for the Arts will be hosting 
“An Evening With Urban Bush Wom-
en – Contemporary Dance,” a perfor-
mance that celebrates both struggle 
and success, at 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
Jan. 22. 

On Monday, Jan. 24 at 5 p.m. 
Intercultural Relations will go ”3D” 
with “Diversity, Dialogue and Din-
ner Part I,” where there will be an 
open discussion in honor of Dr. King 
where students will discuss what 
may be learned today from the life 
of Dr. King and how we may carry 
his goals into the future. The discus-
sion will be held in University Center 
Room 465. 

Also in the series, “Lunch and 
Learn: Civil Rights Around the 
World” will be held in the Senate 
Salon of the Student Center on Tues-
day, Jan. 25 at 12:15 p.m. The theme is 
“The Bullying Dilemma and its Cul-
tural Practices.”

On Wednesday, Jan. 26 at 6 p.m., 
Project Empty Bowls will be hosting 
an open dialogue on homelessness, 
poverty and hunger in the Senate and 
House Salons in the Student Center. 

Next in the series, students are 
invited to attend “Hands on the Free-
dom Plow: A Conversation Between 
Women Activists in the SNCC Dur-
ing the Civil Rights Movement” at 

4:30 p.m. The discussion will be in 
the Student Center Speaker’s Audi-
torium and will be followed by a re-
ception in the Student Center Gallery 
Lounge. 

On Friday, Jan. 28, Georgia State 
will be providing shuttles to take stu-
dents from the Student Center to the 
King Center for free tours between 
10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Also on Friday, the Office of 
Civic Engagement invites volunteers 
to join in an afternoon of community 
service in various locations of Atlanta 
to honor Dr. King’s commitment to 
the community. To participate, stu-
dents may contact the Office of Civic 
Engagement at 404-413-1550. 

The last event in the MLK, Jr. 
Series is “Diversity, Dialogue and 
Dinner Part II” on Monday, Jan. 31 at 
5 p.m.

“As we celebrate […] Dr. King 
through song, dance, dialogue, pho-
tography, art, community service 
and a tour to the King Center, we 
celebrate his dream and continue 
on with the legacy he left us,” says 
Tonya Cook, program specialist for 
Intercultural Relations and event 
chairperson for the 28th Annual 
MLK Convocation.  “It is important 
to remember the dreamer and vision-
ary who made a great impact on this 
nation and the world. Georgia State 
University is honored each year to 
plan and coordinate cultural and 
educational programs in honor of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.”

For more information on the 
2011 MLK Series Celebration, con-
tact Intercultural Relations at 404-
413-1580 or visit our website at 
www2.gsu.edu/interculturalrelations.

NY DAILY NEWS
The theme of the 2011 MLK Series is “Celebrating His Dream...Continuing His Legacy.” Sherrod headlines 

MLK Convocation

INTERCULTURAL RELATIONS
Shirley Sherrod will be the guest speaker at the 28th annual MLK 
Convocation. 

MLK week continues to follow the dream
By KENDALL HARRIS
Staff Writer By MICHAEL MESSING

Staff Writer
and ANGEL R. WHITE
Campus Life Editor
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Looking for an Exciting Study Abroad?
Join us in Costa Rica

May 16-27, 2011

Sponsored by the
College of Health & Human Sciences
& Spanish Immersion Costa Rica

Learn about:
The Costa Rican •	
healthcare system
Social justice issues•	
Medical tourism•	
Local foods and    •	
Latin cooking
The Costa Rican •	
court system
and take •	 Spanish    
language lessons

3 Credit Hours

Application Deadline: February 1, 2011

For more info, contact:
Mary Ohmer, PhD at mohmer@gsu.edu or 

Spencer Middleton, MSW at smiddleton@gsu.edu
http://chhs.gsu.edu/study-abroad.pdf

Apply	for	scholarships	through	the	Study	Abroad	Office

Soon the reigning Miss GSU Cierra 
Gilchrist will pass the crown to the 
next Miss GSU.  She has spent the past 
year raising awareness for prescription 
drug abuse, competing in local and 
state pageants and making various 
appearances across the campus and the 
state.

“I have had a very fun and exciting 
year; I enjoyed representing my school 
tremendously,” Gilchrist said.

Her appearances enabled her to 
represent Georgia State and the Miss 
America organization in a positive 
light. Being queen has also provided her 
with the opportunity to improve her 
leadership skills.

Gilchrist has been competing in 
pageants since she was 12-years old, 
where she has competed in as many as 
six pageants in a five-month period. 
Most recently, she competed in the Miss 
River City pageant and the Miss Atlanta 
Pageant.

“Preparing for a pageant is very 
demanding, [but still] a lot of fun at the 
same time,” said Gilchrist. 

She spends about three months 
preparing for the four stages of 
competition. The four stages of a 
pageant consist of a 10-minute interview, 
a swimsuit competition, a talent portion 
and an evening gown section. Gilchrist 
spent countless hours preparing and 
learning through mock interviews with 

local pageant gurus, company hiring 
managers and even Georgia State staff.

Gilchrist has cheered for over 15 
years, so working out for the swimsuit 
portion of the pageant wasn’t a huge 
challenge. 

“I sure did miss french fries 
for a solid two months prior to the 
competition,” Gilchrist said.

Being Miss GSU also has its perks. 
Gilchrist was asked to introduce TV 
personality and style maven Tim Gunn 
when he spoke on campus. She also 
partook in a freshman girls’ residence 
hall wrap session and a home football 
game coin toss.

One negative that came along with 
the title was that she was not being able 
to share special moments as Miss GSU 
with her close family in South Carolina, 
where she is originally from. Also, she 
was not able to attend every appearance 
because of obligations with school and 
work.

To prepare for the passing of the 
crown, Gilchrist has hosted several 
information sessions on campus to 
provide more information on how one 
may become the potential next Miss 
GSU. She is currently working on her 
farewell speech, and helping to secure 
all the final sponsors for the next Miss 
GSU. 

When asked what advice Gilchrist 
could offer for the future Miss GSU, she 
said, “I would advise her to get started 
with her goals immediately,” Gilchrist 
said.  She goes on further to say “I’d 

advise her to stay positive and 
confident, and remember it’s her 
reign and do not allow anyone or 
anything keep it from being just 
what it is — her reign. After all, she 
will be the queen.” Gilchrist hopes 
that the next Miss GSU already 
has ideas of things she would 
like to do throughout her reign 
before being crowned.

When Gilchrist is not 
attending to her queenly 
duties, a perfect day for her 
would consist of a morning 
jog, followed by a hearty 
breakfast, water skiing and 
riding wave runners, then 
dinner with her family on the 
pier. In the future, Gilchrist 
hopes to obtain an MBA in 
hospital administration and to 
own her own home.

The 15th annual Miss GSU 
Pageant will be held Feb. 12 at 
7 p.m. in the Student Center 
Ballroom. Any questions about 
competing or attending the 
pageant should be sent to missgsu@
gsu.edu.

CIERRA GILCHRIST
Cierra Gilchrist has recently 
competed in the Miss River 
City and Miss Atlanta Pageant.

Miss GSU prepares to pass on her crown
By TYANA JACKSON
Staff Writer
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Campus Events

Want to see your event in this space? Contact Angel White 
at signalliving@gmail.com with your event’s name, time, 
date, location and a brief description of the event. All events 
listed in the Campus Events calendar must either take place 
on campus or be produced by a Georgia State-affiliated 
organization.

TUESDAY, JAN. 18

Intro to iMovie
The iMovie workshop is designed with the beginner in mind.  The 
class covers the basics of movie editing on the mac, including cuts, 
transitions, mixing multimedia, and exporting.
Classroom South Room 403 (Mac Lab) // 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 19

Intro to Elluminate/vCLass
Instructors, want to learn how to use vClass Elluminate?  This is a 
powerful virtual environment optimized for learning.  Come to this 
session and learn how to use some of the features in Elluminate such 
as loading a PowerPoint, using the polling feature, application sharing, 
play videos, bring up web pages and much, much more.
Classroom South Room 403 (Mac Lab) // 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

THURSDAY, JAN. 20

Career Chat: Management Career Options
Come listen to professionals speak about the field and opportunities! 
Room 245 University Center // 12:30 - 2:00 p.m. // Continues 
through January 21, 2011

28th Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Convocation
Civil rights activist Shilrey Sherrod will serve as keynote speaker 
at Georgia State University’s 28th annual Martin Luther King Jr. 
Convocation.  The theme for this year’s program is “Carrying the 
dream... A call for action.”
Rialto Center Lobby // 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
Student Center Ballroom // 4:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, JAN. 21

Queering the Dream
A portable wall created by BlackOUT will highlight the Gay, Lesbian 
and Bisexual movement from a historical perspective of social justice.  
The wall will be on display until January 31,2011
Student Center Lobby - first floor // 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, JAN. 22

Lunar New year Celebration
The Confucius Institute and the Asian Studies Center of Georgia 
State University are sponsoring a celbration of the Lunar New Year, 
highlighted by the unveiling of the United States Postal Service’s 
commemorative stamp of the Year of the Rabbit.  The program will 
include free commemorative stamps, a raffle, as well as an arts and 
culture fair, and a reading from the stamp’s artist.
National Archives and Records Administration 5780 Jonesboro 
Road Morrow, GA 30260 // 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

An Evening with Urban Bush Women - Contemporary 
Dance
This remarkable group celebrates the transformation of struggle 
and suffering into the bittersweet survival through an unexpected 
combination of sheer physical force, astounding grace and remarkable 
dance.  Purchase tickets at 404-413-9849
Rialto Center for the Arts // 7:00 p.m.

MONDAY, JAN. 24

Intercultural Relations goes #-D: Diversity, Dialogue 
and Dinner Part 1
The 3-D dialogue event will focus on the work of Martin Luther King 
Jr.
Room 465 University Center // 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

With their slogan reading, 
“Serving Georgia State since 1968,” 
the “GQ” Zeta Mu Chapter of Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. has cer-
tainly lived up to their campus mani-
festo.  

At the fraternity’s district con-
vention, Zeta Mu was recently recog-
nized as the Georgia District Chapter 
of the Year. While Zeta Mu has been 
highly recognized for their impact 
within the Georgia State community, 
this award served as recognition of 
the chapter’s hard work and service 
on a more grand scale. 

“When you work hard you get 
results and therefore, we were able 
to be recognized on a district lev-
el,” said Matthew Braham, current 
president of Zeta Mu. “Everything 
we have been able to do is definitely 
a testament of the hard work of the 
brothers.”  The competition was 
composed of more than 20 under-
graduate chapters across the state of 
Georgia.  They were judged based on 
a criterion that evaluated the chap-
ter’s academics, campus involve-
ment, programming, brotherhood 
and community service from the 
beginning of spring semester until 
December of that same year. 

One of the key achievements of 
Zeta Mu was their monetary dona-
tion of $3000 to various organiza-
tions.

“We put in a lot of hard work 
and we really were confident that we 

Zeta Mu receives high honor for service

Most college students find in-
ternships with well-known com-
panies to get a taste of what their 
respective field is like. However, 
Journalism major Courtney McDon-
ald found an internship that not only 
gives her experience in the field but 
provides her with an opportunity to 
make a difference in the life of hospi-
talized children. 

“I love kids and I love making a 
difference in a kid’s life. It’s a gratify-
ing experience,” McDonald said.  

For the past several months, 
McDonald has been interning with 
the Ryan Seacrest Foundation’s The 
Voice. The Voice was launched this 
past November by Seacrest, and 
is a program that created a broad-
cast media center at the Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta to uplift the 
spirits of the children at the selected 
hospitals. The radio and TV pro-
grams are interactive and allow the 
children to request songs and play 
games. The studio is physically lo-
cated in the lobby of Children’s at 
Egleston, but transmissions go to 
the other two Children’s locations at 
Scottish Rite and Hughes Spalding.

McDonald first found out about 
the program through Georgia State’s 
Career Services. She attended an in-
formational about the program and 

Student makes difference while interning  

was given an interview on the spot. A 
few days later, she found out she had 
been accepted. 

McDonald goes to the studio 
one Tuesday every month to host 
a show on air with a group of three 
other Georgia State students. Her job 
includes playing the songs requested 
by the children, playing trivia games 
and giving out prizes. McDonald and 
her fellow employees are given the 
freedom to decide the theme and for-
mat of the programs they host. This 
month, McDonald discussed New 
Year’s plans and resolutions with the 
children.  

“The structure is totally up to us. 
We get to come up with the program. 
It’s a good opportunity to work in the 
field and be creative. And I’m appre-
ciative that they trust us,” McDonald 
said. 

Though they are given a lot of 
freedom with the structure of the 
program, McDonald says they have 
to be careful to stay clear of sensitive 
topics for the children at the hospital. 

“We stay away from topics like 
playing outside, because many of the 
children can’t do that,” McDonald 
said. 

Since the studio is located in 
the lobby of the hospital, McDonald 
also gets a chance to interact with the 
children personally.  Not only does 
McDonald get to make a positive 
difference in a child’s life, but she is 
getting an opportunity to figure out 
what she might like to do later on. 

“It’s a stepping stone for things 
to do in the future. I’ve been given 
an opportunity to test the waters. I 
didn’t know radio was this easy and 
laid back,” McDonald said. 

ANGEL R. WHITE | SIGNAL
Courtney McDonald interns with the Ryan Seacrest Foundation as a 
radio personality for The Voice.

By ANGEL R. WHITE
Campus Life Editor

“GQ” ZETA MU 
Zeta Mu was recognized as GA District Chapter of the Year at their 
annual District Convention.

were able to contribute to Georgia 
State and Atlanta,” Braham said.  “We 
are a smaller chapter and because we 
are smaller we were exhausted, but it 
all paid off.”

Zeta Mu was presented with a 
trophy and given the opportunity to 
represent the entire state of Georgia 
at the regional competition. 

“It was one of my goals, when 
I took office, to see to it that we re-
ceived the award and we were stra-
tegic in the things we did, but we 
simply pride ourselves in just mak-
ing sure we serve the community and 
help the people,” Braham said.  The 
regional competition will consist of 
chapter representatives of each state 
in the south region.

Zeta Mu has also been highly 
recognized throughout the Georgia 
State community.  Just last spring, 
they received a plethora of awards 
and recognitions.  They received 
excellence in academics, excellence 
in membership development, excel-
lence in chapter development, ex-

cellence in campus involvement and 
they were awarded the President’s 
award, which is the highest award 
any organization on campus can re-
ceive for their community impact.

“ [Zeta Mu] really wants to thank 
Georgia State for coming out to pro-
grams and supporting us as a chapter 
because we couldn’t do it without the 
support of the Georgia State and At-
lanta community,” Braham said.

If they win the regional compe-
tition, they will be competing at the 
national level in March against the 
other chapters that won their respec-
tive regions. 

“When we do things, its not for 
the awards. We are a service-based 
organization and we want to truly 
live up to the aims of our founders,” 
Braham said. “Regardless if we won 
or not it wouldn’t define what we 
have done in the community and 
it wouldn’t matter because we are 
doing what our founders placed us 
on this campus to do and that is to 
serve.”

By MISHALL REHMAN
Staff Writer
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Text GSU to 44144

to win free tickets*

FREE CONCERT!

Why? You’ve worked hard this year so College Battle of 

the Bands and Chegg want to reward YOU with 

FREE tickets to see Big Boi on our Textbooks and 

Tickets Tour! 

How? Text GSU to 44144 to win FREE tickets now* 
We're giving away over 500 tickets at GSU alone!

Thursday, Jan 20th • Tabernacle • 8pm • Atlanta, GAWhere?

For more info, check out www.textbooksandtickets.com
 

Valid Student ID required, Age 18 and over. Supply limited to 

first 500 persons who text and respond.

NO PURCHASE/USE OF WIRELESS SERVICE NECESSARY TO ENTER/WIN. PURCHASE/USE OF WIRELESS SERVICE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING.  See website for alternative means of entry.  Begins 11/28/10 at 12:00:00am EST and ends on 02/15/11   at 12:00:59pm 
EST or when all prizes are claimed (whichever comes �rst). Open to legal residents of any 1 of the 50 US or DC, 18+ who have a valid and current college ID. Void where prohibited. SUBJECT TO OFFICIAL RULES at www.collegebattleofthebands.com/textbooks-and-tickets-rules.html.  
Tickets have no cash value.  Odds of winning depend on # of entries and your speed of response.  Limit one (1) entry per person.  Sponsor: Chegg Inc. 2350 Mission College Blvd Ste 1400. Santa Clara, CA 95054. 

Æ

SM

BIG BO
I

Students… See Big Boi of OutKast FREE!

For the average college student 
whose expenses far exceed their 
income, good money management 
skills can prove challenging. Howev-
er, it is an important skill to gain and 
it’s far from impossible to learn. 

In fact, with a few tips and a 
heap of self-discipline, acquiring and 
maintaining these skills can be sim-
pler than you’d imagine.

1. Be frugal. Frugality doesn’t 
have to mean you’re cheap. It im-
plies you’re resourceful, so don’t 
feel ashamed over stretching dollars. 
Check for deals at the dollar store 
for the same goods you can find at 
a specialty store. Make use of your 
student I.D. for special rates and dis-
counts within the university. Carpool 
to save on gas and parking, and buy 
textbooks online. 

2. Have a budget and stick to it! 
“Write down everything you spend 
money on,” said Peter Eisemann, a 
professor of finance at Georgia State. 
“Once you start keeping track of 
your expenses and find that you are 
spending [for example] $40 per week 
on lunches and it is more than you 
can afford, it may start to lead you 
to find alternatives.” So first make a 

list of your monthly expenses such 
as rent, tuition, food and gas. Don’t 
forget to figure in entertainment and 
clothes expenses as needed. Learn 
to differentiate between your needs 
and wants. This is a big challenge for 
many. You must always ask yourself, 
“Do I need this item or simply want 
it.” If you still feel like you need it, 
learn to be strategic. For example, 
if you absolutely need a cup of Star-
bucks coffee in the morning, buy it by 
the pound and make it at home.

3. Pay yourself first. No matter 
what, always put whatever money 
you can into a savings account. Put-
ting in as little as $50 a month adds 
up to $600 at the end of the year. 
Compare interest rates at various 
banks to get the most for your money. 

4. Build credit wisely. Credit 
cards have a bad rep, but if managed 
carefully, a little green plastic can go 
a long way in helping you build credit 
for the future. So be sure to pay off 
the balance on time. Eisemann advis-
es students to only use a credit card 
for an emergency. However, if you do 
use your card for small purchases, 
be sure to pay off the balance in a 
timely manner. “When you get your 
bill, always pay it in full,” Eisemann 
said. “That way […] you never accrue 
any finance charges and you have the 

credit there for when you really need 
it.” 

5. Invest in health insurance. A 
good friend let me in on an open se-
cret: health insurance is becoming a 
wise investment for the future. Ac-
cording to the Federal Reserve, over 
50% of collection records are related 
to medical debts. For students not 
under their parents’ insurance and 

are unable to obtain it at their job, it 
is important to start shopping around 
for an individual plan. Georgia State 
students may get more information 
on student health insurance at www.
gsu.edu/es/fee_information.html. 

6. Use loans as a final option. 
The student loan trap is a scary one. 
According to a July 2010 credit re-
port by the Federal Reserve, student 

loan debt exceeded credit card debt 
by about  $20 million. Act now. Know 
how much you owe and, if possible, 
start a payment plan with your lend-
er. Look for scholarships and grant 
opportunities on websites such as 
FastWeb.com and FinAid.org. If you 
must take out loans, borrow only 
what you need for school-related ex-
penses.

Tools for student success: 
Money management skills
By ANNABELLA JEAN-LAURENT
Staff Writer

JUDY KIM | SIGNAL
Accounting and Finance major Emmanuel Amosu handles his monetary business on a regular basis.
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CAMPUS EVENTS
Distinguished Speaker Series

www.gsu.edu/studentevents

Alton Brown
Food Network Star and Host of Good Eats

Tuesday, February 8

F.W. de Klerk
Former South African President 

During Dismantling of Apartheid
Thursday, February 17

3 p.m., Student Center Ballroom 

Alton Brown.jpg

FREE!

Spring Locker Rentals
Lockers may be rented on a 

first-come, first-served basis 
from the Student•University Center 

for use through May 4, 2011.
To apply, visit 360 Student Center.
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Untitled

January 2011
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

2 

1

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

2 3 4

3

9

16 17

23

30 31

24 25 26 27 28 29

18 19 20 21 22

10 11 12 13 14 15

4 5 6 7 8

Sun, Jan 23 Mon, Jan 24 Tue, Jan 25 Wed, Jan 26 Thu, Jan 27 Fri, Jan 28 Sat, Jan 292011

all-day
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10  AM

11  AM

1  PM

2  PM

3  PM

4  PM

5  PM

6  PM

7  PM

Noon

5

http://gsu.orgsync.com

Student Organizations Fair

location Ballroom
 Student Center
date Thursday, January 27
from 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m.
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Leadership Development

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
www2.gsu.edu/leadership

Martin Luther King Jr. on Leadership
Tuesday, January 18, 11 a.m.
Lucerne Suite, Student Center

You know Martin Luther King Jr. as a historic 
civil rights leader. Come to this session to learn 

powerful lessons of leadership that are 
just as relevant today.

Avoiding Awkward Moments:
Facilitation Skills for Leaders

Wednesday, January 19, Noon
Lucerne Suite, Student Center

As a leader you will spend much of your time 
in the role of facilitator. Learn the facilitator role, 

how to prepare for meetings, how to set an agenda, 
and how to understand group norms and dynamics.

Styles Spacing Lists

Spotlight

SPOTLIGHT PROGRAMS BOARD
www.gsu.edu/spotlight

Director Applications
Applications will be available for Spotlightʼs 

Executive Director and Homecoming Director positions 
on Tuesday, January 18, in 380 Student Center. 
The submission deadline is Friday, February 11.

SAVE THE DATE
Panthers on Ice

Thursday, January 27, Centennial Olympic Park
Tickets available starting Tuesday, January 18, at the 

Student Center Information Desk. Free for first 500 people.
Panther Prowl – “Itʼs a Jersey Shore Thing”

Friday, January 28, 8 p.m., Student Center

http://cinefestfilmtheatre.com/ xcinefest movie times

Georgia State University uLearnGeorgia State University uLearn FacebookFacebook TwitterTwitter

Cinefest Film Theatre

The Town, January 18-23
Monday-Friday: 11 a.m., 3 p.m., 7 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 1 p.m., 5 p.m.

Buried, January 18-23
Monday-Friday: 1:10 p.m., 5:10 p.m., 

9:10 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 3:10 p.m., 7:10 p.m.

All shows free for Georgia State University students with ID. 
Guests $3 before 5 p.m. and $5 after 5 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE!
GSU Night at the Aquarium
Friday, February 18, 6-11 p.m.
Friends and family welcome.

See full-page ad in this issue!
www.gsu.edu/studentevents

COURTYARD STAGE SERIES
Student Center, First Floor

12:30-1:30 p.m.

Chinua Hawk, Soulful R&B
Tuesday, January 18

Jessie Payo, Pop Music
Thursday, January 27

Styles Spacing Lists

http://www.gsu.edu/studentcenter

Supported by Student Activity Fees
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