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Campus adjusts to shortened semester
After several inches of snow blanketed 

the Atlanta area, Georgia State shut down 
for nearly a week before students, faculty 
and staff returned to Friday, January 14 to 
makeup for the missed time. 

Most professors, like human genetics 
Professor Barbara Baumstark, found they 
needed to hit the ground running to make-
up for the missed time. Baumstark, like 
most other faculty members, begin the first 
few days of class by introducing students to 
the mechanics of the class, reviewing previ-
ous material, and surveying the students for 
their previous knowledge. 

Due to the missed week, however, 
Baumstark not only had to cut down on the 
review but was forced to make changes in 
her syllabus by pushing exam dates back. 

During the week of the snowstorm, 
Baumstark also kept in touch with her stu-
dents by posting the syllabus and advising 
her students on what books to purchase.

However, despite the shortening of the 
semester Baumstark believes her students 
will be able to catch up.

 “The weather is out of our control. I 
just told my students that we’re all in this 
together,” said Baumstark.

By MISHALL REHMAN
Staff Writer
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Georgia State laid sand along campus sidewalks for students to come back to 
classes on Jan. 14.

SEE POST-SNOW, PAGE 5

Construction has started on Piedmont Avenue as 
part of Georgia State’s federally funded “Main Street 
Master Plan.”

Piedmont Avenue will be will be narrowed all the 
way to Auburn Avenue.

“When incoming freshmen graduate in a few 
years, they won’t even recognize the campus.  Georgia 
State is going to great lengths to revitalize the commu-
nity,” said Brian Carroll, Senior Project Manager for 
Construction projects at Georgia State. 

The sidewalk extension on Piedmont Avenue and 
Decatur Street is part of the larger ‘Main Street Master 
Plan’ implemented by Georgia State in 1997. The proj-
ect is a continuing response to the university’s growing 
student body and expanding research needs.

The sidewalk extension is a joint effort between 
the Atlanta Regional Council, the Georgia Department 
of Labor, the City of Atlanta, and Georgia State. 

Despite what could be a potential logistics night-
mare, Carroll said the project has gone relatively 
smoothly.

Construction on 
Piedmont part 
of Main Street 
Master Plan

JUDY KIM | SIGNAL
Georgia State laid sand along campus sidewalks 
for students to come back to classes on Friday.Many students also found the first 

week back to be challenging since profes-
sors jumped straight into the material. 

“I’ve already had one quiz and almost 

had another. It’s been a lot of work to do 
for the first week of school,” said Sharlene 
Khan, an environmental science major.  

Overall most students, including Khan, 
believe the missed week did not have a huge 
effect on their semester. 

A question on most returning students’ 
minds is whether or not Georgia State will 
mandate makeup days for the missed time. 

However, unlike other schools like 
the University of Georgia that are planning 
to make up for the missed time, Georgia 
State officials have decided not to make any 
changes to the academic calendar. 

“We took instructors and students in 
account when making this decision. We 
don’t want to penalize the students for the 
weather. We just want to be as fair as pos-
sible,” said Andrea Jones spokesperson for 
Georgia State. 

Instructors have been encouraged by 
administrators to find creative ways to en-
sure that all the necessary material is being 
covered by either offering optional study 
sessions or adding activities online. 

Professors, however, have been in-
structed not to hold mandatory makeup 
sessions and then penalize students for not 
attending. 

The decision to not extend the aca-
demic schedule was primarily made by the 
Provost Risa Palm and Georgia State Presi-
dent Mark Becker with the input of other 
senior leadership.

The Provost and the President, along-
side a committee of other senior leaders, 
also made the decisions on when to reopen 
Georgia State. 

MIRANDA SAIN | SIGNAL

By BENJAMIN BURTON
Staff Writer

SEE CONSTRUCTION, PAGE 5
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The Student Trial Lawyer As-
sociation heads to Chicago nationals 
after a victory in the regional compe-
tition at the University of Northern 
Kentucky.  

The Georgia State University 
College of Law Student Trial Law-
yers Association will participate in 
their first mock arbitration case for a 
national competition in Chicago, Illi-
nois at the American Bar Association 
in Friday, Jan. 21, 2011.

The team members of the first 
arbitration mock trial team consist of: 
Wesley Starrett, Andrew Hagenbush, 
Madeleine Peake, and Lisa Bobb who 
usually compete in trial cases.

“Exams and the holidays came 
immediately after the regional com-
petition, and then we had the snow. 
This made it diffcult for teams mem-
bers to spend much time practicing 
together in advance of the upcoming 
national competition. The team has 
considered the evaluations provided 
after their regional preformance and 
is trying now to pack in some last 
minute practice,” said team coach, 
Professor Doug Yarn.

Adapting to the change from 

their customary trial cases, Andrew 
Hagenbush, President of the Georgia 
State University College of Law Stu-
dent Trial Lawyers Association, ex-
pressed confidence in his team.

 “After a number of trials you 
sort of get used to it. Plus, we have an 
experienced team,” said Hagenbush. 
“The change is easy to adjust to be-
cause the standards are interchange-
able.”

At the University of Northern 
Kentucky’s Chase Law School Re-
gional Competition, team members, 
Bobb and Hagenbush, represented 
the claimant while Peake and Star-
rett represented the respondent in a 
wrongful termination case. 

“All competing teams are given 
the same case file. Each team, con-
sisting of four students, must be pre-
pared to present either the claimant 
or the respondent to a panel of arbi-
trators,” said Yarn. “Typically, two 
team members will serve as lawyers 
for one side and as witnesses for the 
other and vice versa. Over two days, 
the panels judge and eliminate the 
competing teams to a final round be-
tween the two best.”

The case involved a man, the 
claimant, who was terminated from 
his job after filing with the state au-
thority for a company’s violation of a 
state law. The man charged that the 

company had wrongfully discharged 
him for being a whistleblower.

The team analyzed the employ-
ers reasoning for filing the case and 
the company’s reasoning for firing 
the claimant.

“We are judged on performance 
as attorneys, not the winner or loser 
of a case. A verdict is rarely given,” 
said Hagenbush. “We have to make 
an effective, compelling, and persua-
sive argument from the information 
that is given.”

“In my 16 years at GSU, this is 
the first team I have coached. I have 
always been impressed with the cali-
ber of student that we have in our law 
school. They are usually more mature 
and better prepared to meet the chal-
lenges of lawyering in the real world 
than students even from the highest 
ranked law schools, but I have gained 
a new level of respect from this expe-
rience,” said Yarn.

The success at the regional com-
petition which took place November 
13-14, 2010 located near Cincinnati, 
Ohio.

 On November 13, 2010, the Law 
Student Trial Lawyers Association 
was recognized with the highest 
overall score among 12 teams.

The mock trial team has per-
formed well in previous competi-
tions. 

Georgia State students can ex-
pect major changes in the HOPE 
scholarship this year. 

Changes in the HOPE scholar-
ship’s book stipend will go into effect 
July 2011. The book stipend will be 
cut in half unless a student qualifies 
for the Pell Grant.  

The scholarship funds, which 
are generated by revenue from the 
Georgia lottery, cannot keep up with 
the increasing volume of eligible 
students and the increases costs of 
tuition. Book allowance changes re-
sulted from the scholarship’s reserve 
funds hitting a low that is pre-man-
dated to trigger cuts in spending. 

The Georgia Student Finance 
Commission (GSFC) stated, “The 
growth in HOPE Program expen-
ditures has outpaced the growth in 
lottery revenues. At the current rate 
of expenditures, the HOPE Program 
cannot be sustained at the current 
benefit level.” 

GSFC also stated that other 
changes to HOPE will most likely be 
in store. These changes may include 
an elimination of the book allowance 
funds, mandatory fees, and a possible 
reduction in tuition coverage. 

The person who shot and 
killed a man in the Renaissance 
Apartments parking deck is still on 
the loose. 

Earl Jefferson was shot in the 
parking deck Thursday, January 13 
according to Atlanta police. 

Officers were called to the 
scene and because of its close prox-
imity to campus Georgia State is-

sued an alert to staff, faculty, and 
students to avoid the area.

Police spokesman Carlos 
Campos said that Jefferson had ar-
ranged to the shooter in the parking 
deck when they began arguing. 

“The meeting escalated into 
an argument, which led to a fatal 
shooting,” Campos said. 

While attempting to get away, 
Jefferson crashed into another car 
near Piedmont and Edgewood av-
enues. 

Mock trial team heads to Chicago national competition

Peake and Hagenbush were 
semi-finalists in the Puerto Rico Trial 
Advocacy Competition in spring 2010 
only losing to Harvard Law School.  

In fall 2009, Hagenbush along 
with another teammate placed as 
semi-finalists in the William Daniels 
Competition which was held in At-
lanta.

Over the past 15 years, the as-
sociation has won eight national 
championships competed in five na-
tional finals, and won twelve regional 

championships.
“GSU law students have an 

excellent reputation in mock trial 
competitions and our Student Trial 
Lawyer Association, coached by 
Professor Tom Jones, has achieved 
a considerable record of success,” 
said Yarn. “This is the first mock ar-
bitration team we’ve fielded and our 
success in this competition gives our 
students additional notoriety in this 
different aspect of advocacy.”

By CRYSTAL COLEY
Staff Writer
and MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor

CREDIT NEEDED
Georgia State’s arbitration mock trial team, from left to right Andrew 
Hagenbush, Madeleine Peake, Lisa Bobb and Wesley Starrett, 
competed in a national competition in Chicago.  

HOPE scholarship changes

ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION
The HOPE Scholarship book allowance has been cut in half and more 
cuts to the program are expected.

Other than the book allowance 
being cut in half, no changes have yet 
been instituted.

“Books are a necessity for high-
er education,” said Chris Kenealy, a 
senior at Georgia State. “The preser-
vation of these funds is needed.”

Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal told 
Fox News that he is considering cut-
ting remedial classes from HOPE 
coverage.

“We are going to have to look at 
some of the enhancements that have 
been added to HOPE over the years, 

things like the books, things like oth-
er fees that are charged at the insti-
tutions, things like you do not offset 
someone who gets a Pell scholarship. 
For example, in the beginning, if you 
were a Pell scholarship recipient and 
that is based on low-income eligibil-
ity, you had to offset that scholarship 
against your HOPE money.”

Deal supports keeping HOPE 
merit-based and not moving towards 
a need-based program. Deal also said 

SEE HOPE, PAGE 5

Parking deck shooter still at large

By JESSICA MORRIS
Staff Writer

By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor
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Charlayne Hunter-Gault is 
the first black woman to 
attend the University of 
Georgia.  She is an author 
and an award-winning 
journalist with more than 
40 years in the industry.  

Sponsored by the Division of Student Affairs, the Office of Educational Opportunity and TRIO Programs,  
Student Support Services, Ronald E. McNair Program, and the Office of the Dean of Students/Intercultural Relations. 

“If people are informed they will 
do the right thing. It's when 

they are not informed that they 
become hostages to prejudice.” 

Charlayne Hunter-Gault  

Charlayne Hunter-Gault 

Race and Education Race and Education 
A Personal Reflection on A Personal Reflection on 
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CAMPUS CRIME
JANUARY 5, 2010

UNIVERSITY BOOKSTORE: A report was filed for Theft. The 
complainant, a GSU staff member stated, at 4:28 p.m. he 
confirmed another staff member had taken two books without 
paying for them. He refused to press charges due to her paying 
restitution.  She was issued a C.T.W. and was escorted off campus 
without incident. 

JANUARY 6, 2010

CLASSROOM SOUTH: Officers issued a Non-GSU individual a 
Criminal Trespass Warning. At 9:15 a.m. officers made contact with 
a suspicious person in the building. Officers confirmed he had 
no reason to be in the building. He was issued a C.T.W. and was 
escorted off campus without incident.

JANUARY 7, 2010

URBAN LIFE: A report was filed for Vandalism.  The complainant, 
a GSU staff member stated, at 8:00 a.m. she noticed a large hole 
in the wall. The case is being handled by Investigations. 

JANUARY 12, 2010

UNIVERSITY COMMONS: A report was filed for Assault. The 
complainant, a GSU student stated, at 1:29 a.m. she and another 
GSU student was arguing and she began to struggle with him in 
attempt to obtain her cellular phone. He was issued a C.T.W. for the 
University Commons and was escorted off of the property without 
incident. 

JANUARY 14, 2010

CLASSROOM SOUTH: A report was filed for Burglary. The 
complainant, a GSU faculty member stated, at 9:55 a.m. he noticed 
the glass to the room entry door was shattered and various items 
were missing. The case is being handled by Investigations. 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION: A report was filed for Stalking.  The 
complainant, a GSU staff member stated, on 01/07/11 at 11:15 a.m. 
an unknown individual began following her and she observed 
him outside her office door. The case is being handled by 
Investigations.

UNIVERSITY COMMONS: A report was filed for Fraud. The 
complainant, a GSU student stated, at 10:00 p.m. she noticed 
several fraudulent bank transactions on her bank account. The 
case is being handled by Investigations.

JANUARY 15, 2010

LUCKIE ST./FORSYTH ST.: Officers arrested a Non-GSU individual 
for Disorderly Conduct. At 3:45 a.m., officers observed the 
individual pulling on the door of a vehicle and when officers 
attempted to make contact with the individual he ran from the 
area. He was arrested, processed, and transported to the City of 
Atlanta Jail.

JANUARY 25, 2010

URBAN LIFE BUILDING: A report was filed for Harassment. The 
complainant, a GSU faculty member, stated that on Jan. 7 at 6:03 
p.m. she received a harassing phone call from a former student 
which had been issued a Criminal Trespass Warning. The case is 
being handled by Investigations.

KELL HALL: A report was filed for Terroristic Threats. The 
complainant, a GSU staff member, stated at 12:35 p.m. she was 
threatened by another GSU staff member. The case is being 
handled by Investigations.

Student Recreation Center: A report was filed for Theft. The 
complainant, a GSU faculty member, stated at 4 p.m. he noticed 
various items were missing from his locket. The case is being 
handled by Investigations.

M PARKING DECK: A report was filed for Duty upon Striking an 
Unattended Vehicle. The complainant, a GSU student, stated at 
5 p.m. she noticed her rear left quarter panel was damaged. The 
case is being handled by Investigations.

Census data center to open in Atlanta
With the help of Georgia State 

University’s Andrew Young School 
of Policy Studies, Atlanta will house 
one of the exclusive locations for the 
U.S. Census Bureau Research Data 
Center.

Georgia State partnered with 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention Foundation and the At-
lanta Federal Reserve Bank. The Fed-
eral Reserve Bank is the forecasted 
location for the new center.

According to Andrew Young 
School of Policy spokeswoman Re-
nee DeGross Valdes, the National 
Science Foundation and other insti-
tutions funded $1.1 million in start-
up costs for the center.

Information from the Research 
Data Center includes data from the 
government’s highest-level business, 
social and health statistics.

“Researchers will be able to ac-
cess confidential government data 
in the new Research Data Center 
for stronger, policy relevant analysis 
not otherwise possible,” said Barry 
Hirsch, the project’s principal inves-
tigator and Georgia State economics 
professor. “Increasingly, some of the 
best, most novel research relies on 
data from Census research centers.”

To support the university’s us-
age of the center, Robin Morris, 
Georgia State’s vice president for 

By EMILY YANG
Staff Writer

research, has established internal 
grants.

The effort to get a Research Data 
Center to Atlanta is a “win-win situ-
ation,” said Morris. “It will allow ac-
cess to some of the very best data that 
the government collects.”

Julie Hotchkiss, an Atlanta Fed-
eral Reserve Bank research econo-
mist and Georgia State professor, will 
be the new center’s executive direc-
tor. 

According to Valdes, The gov-
erning board will consist of repre-
sentatives from the following insti-
tutions: the Atlanta Federal Reserve 

Bank, the Center for DC, Emory Uni-
versity, Georgia Tech, the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham and the 
University of Georgia.

The other locations for the Re-
search Data Centers include Boston, 
New York, Chicago, Washington, DC 
and Minnesota, and universities con-
sisting of UCLA, UC-Berkeley, Stan-
ford, Michigan, Cornell and Duke, 
according to the U.S. Census Bureau 
website.

Atlanta Census Research Data 
Center is slated to be open in sum-
mer 2011.

CENTRAL ATLANTA PROGRESS
The Andrew Young School of Policy played a hand in bringing the new 
U.S. Census Bureau Research Data Center to Atlanta.
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Looking for an Exciting Study Abroad?
Join us in Costa Rica

May 16-27, 2011

Sponsored by the
College of Health & Human Sciences
& Spanish Immersion Costa Rica

Learn about:
The Costa Rican •	
healthcare system
Social justice issues•	
Medical tourism•	
Local foods and    •	
Latin cooking
The Costa Rican •	
court system
and take •	 Spanish    
language lessons

3 Credit Hours

Application Deadline: February 1, 2011

For more info, contact:
Mary Ohmer, PhD at mohmer@gsu.edu or 

Spencer Middleton, MSW at smiddleton@gsu.edu
http://chhs.gsu.edu/study-abroad.pdf

Apply	for	scholarships	through	the	Study	Abroad	Office

When making decisions on university closings, 
the committee takes into consideration a wide vari-
ety of factors including public safety, academic con-
siderations, the availability of facilities and services, 
business considerations of the school and external 
factors like whether Atlanta Area public schools are 
closing. The committee also considered input from 
the Department of Transportation.  

Decisions to close down the university during 
the snow storm were made over conference call ev-
ery afternoon. After the decision was made, updates 
were immediately made to inform the students 
through various means like the newly established 
Georgia State Twitter account. According to Jones, 
the Georgia State Twitter account picked up nearly 
700 followers in the course of the snow week.

Though most faculty, staff, and students were 
not on campus during the snowstorm, employees of 
the Facilities Management Division and police were 
on campus to keep the university systems running. 

With the help of the city of Atlanta, Facilities 
Management poured sand onto the sidewalks and 
streets around campus to help melt the ice accumu-
lation.

Facilities Management intends to pressure 
wash the sidewalks to get rid of the sand that has 
accumulated around Georgia State. 

Georgia State President Becker intends to host 
a party to thank Georgia State faculty who helped to 
keep the university running during the hazardous 
snow conditions. 

The Director of Building Services declined 
comment on the matter stating that it was too 
“premature for [her] to make comments on what’s 
[been] happening with the cleanup.”

he did not support raising the minimum 
GPA. 

“Financial funding is an indicator 
of the value we place on what is being 
funded,” said Ben Lorentz, a junior at 
Georgia State. “What are we saying as a 
society when we slash funding for edu-
cation, the cornerstone for democratic 
discourse?”

Georgia State’s Student Govern-
ment Association presented a proposal 
to members of the Fulton County legis-

lative delegation, offering ideas on effec-
tive modifications to the HOPE scholar-
ship.

Under the SGA model, the HOPE 
scholarship would begin as a type of 
deferred student loan. Students would 
be responsible for the first 30 hours of 
costs. If after the first 30 hours a student 
still has a 3.0 GPA, the loan would be 
repaid to the student. If the student did 
not have a 3.0 GPA, the loan would have 
to be paid by the student.

The Georgia State Financial Aid Of-
fice declined to comment on the issue.

“We have to get a permit for each block of side-
walk we begin work on. The city just prefers to do 
things that way. It hasn’t really affected progress,” 
said Carroll.

The sidewalk extension phase of construction 
is slated to last until August 2011. It is designed to 
extend the sidewalks five feet on both sides of the 
street as an effort to improve student and pedestrian 
safety. 

After completion, Decatur Street will be less 
linear which will act as a natural speed barrier to 
cars. 

“As it is now, Decatur is sort of a drag strip. 
Cars just wait at the light to take off, you know?” 
said Carroll.

The Student Recreation Center, the Helen M. 
Aderhold Learning Center, and the University Lofts 
are products of the expansion project.

The project also calls for the expansion of oth-
er classroom buildings.

According to Andrea Jones, Classroom South is 
being expanded as part of the “Main Street Master 
Plan” project.

In addition to the construction, large metal 
plates have been popping up on the roadways in At-
lanta.

Utility companies such as Atlanta Gas and 
Light and the Department of Watershed Manage-
ment are permitted to place metal place over cuts 
they make in the road to access pipes or cable as a 
result of Former Mayor Shirley Franklin’s “Pothole 
Posse” legislation from 2002.

The legislation allows the metal plates to be 
left in the road until work is completed and five days 
thereafter. 

The Department of PublicWorks oversees the 
permitting process and is responsible for keeping 
track of how many plates are in Atlanta’s roads and 
monitor how long they remain there. 

>> POST-SNOW
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

>> CONSTRUCTION
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

>> HOPE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

HOPE SCHOLARSHIP
Students relying on HOPE will face new requirements.
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FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Reform, action needed for Georgia schools

SIGNAL SURVEY
What should Georgia State do to make 

up for the lost week of school?

Nothing.
Add in extra days for classes.

Cram lesson plans into remaining days.

Give us your answer at gsusignal.com!

With the recent news that Atlanta 
Public Schools is now on probation with 
the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools, the school district joins Clayton 
County Public Schools in drawing negative 
national attention to regards to education in 
recent years.

Clearly, a problem exists in Georgia’s 
schools. It’s not a problem that solely exists 
within our state, either. But with schools 
that rank near the bottom of most national 
surveys on quality of education, something 
must be done.

As much as we’d like to think that 
well-educated students are the ones who 
make it to college, it’s undoubtedly true 
that Georgia’s colleges see the rotten fruit 
of the state’s K-12 program. We all have had 
classes as freshmen (or, heaven forbid, as 
seniors) where professors have to go over 
fundamental lessons in writing essays, 
because far too many of our classmates 
simply don’t know what they’re doing.

The blame can certainly be passed 
around. From ill-equipped and sometimes 
unenthused teachers and federal standards 
made through No Child Left Behind, to the 
political hackery that takes place in local and 

statewide school boards, plenty of problems 
exist. And while it might be easy to blame 
teachers and school boards and politicians, 
blame also lies with a generation of parents 
who have not involved themselves in their 
child’s education past casual membership in 
a PTA.

The problem, though, is that little is 
being done to fix the problems. Perhaps it’s 
time that the colleges help.

For starters, Georgia State could add 
a written component to its application. 
Unlike many colleges, Georgia State does not 
require students to submit an essay with an 
application. Adding this component may help 
to weed out students who have poor writing 
skills, and at the very least give an indication 
to the school that the student needs a 
remedial course on writing before entering 
other courses.

There are easily dozens of other ideas 
that one might be able to generate to fix 
our schools, and more of those ideas should 
probably be implemented. If we really 
want to fix our schools, then  we have to be 
proactive.

“The bottom line is that MSNBC will be 
missing a very valuable anchor in a key 
primetime spot that Olbermann has 
come to define in the last few years.”

Chris Shattuck
Staff Writer

cjsuainc@gmail.com
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Despite Keith Olbermann’s top 
ratings on MSNBC, I can’t say that I’m 
surprised by the network’s decision to 
drop his show last week as the network 
merges with media giant Comcast. 

As to whether the decision for 
Keith to leave was of his own volition or 
based upon the wishes of the incoming 
Comcast executives, it doesn’t matter. 
In fact, it’s probably a miracle that 
Olbermann lasted as long as he did. 

The bottom line is that MSNBC 
will be missing a very valuable anchor 
in a key primetime spot that Olbermann 
has come to define in the last few years. 

During the Bush years, 
Countdown proved to be a beacon 
for liberal frustration and criticism 
of the conservative policies of the 
administration. 

To many, the program provided 
a valuable service as a sort of liberal 
counterweight to the conservative 
primetime opinion block at Fox. 

And while not always right, 
Olbermann almost always found a way 
to intelligently deliver his message in a 
way that was both thought provoking 
and authoritative. 

Not shy of using large words, 
Olbermann frequently found the 
courage to spend time reporting on 
important issues missed or ignored by 
other cable news programs. 

I respect and admire his penchant 
for earnestly declaring what he 
believed to be the truth, no matter the 
current narrative promoted by others.  
That’s why I believe his show was so 
successful. 

However, despite his instrumental 
role in transforming MSNBC to the 
number two rated news network 
with the addition of other left-leaning 
personalities such as Rachel Maddow 
and Lawrence O’Donnell, Olbermann 
has frequently been a sore in the side to 
his network executives. 

For instance, Olbermann’s long-
standing feud with Bill O’Reilly publicly 
drew the ire of network executives, 

leading to Olbermann’s discontinuation 
of his “Worst Person in the World” 
segment, which had frequently 
featured O’Reilly.  

Furthermore, Olbermann was 
nearly fired last November when 
he unwittingly violated MSNBC’s 
corporate policies regarding disclosure 
of campaign contributions. Instead, 
he was merely suspended and later 
reinstated that week by friend and 
erstwhile supporter MSNBC president 
Phil Griffin. 

However, even Olbermann appears 
to have gotten tired of dealing with 
his bosses, as he alluded to on his final 
show.

“There were many occasions, 
particularly in the last two and a half 
years, where all that surrounded the 
show - but never the show itself - was 
just too much for me,” Olbermann said.

So where does that leave us now?
Undoubtedly, the terms dealing 

with Olbermann’s departure contain 
a non-compete clause with a time 
limit on how soon he can get back into 
television. Similar to Conan O’Brien’s 
departure from NBC last year, it also 
means it could be several months at the 
least before he can be on air again with 
his own show. 

While he could take it easy for a 
while on his reported seven million 
dollar plus severance package, he could 
also take this opportunity to go into 
radio or print until he gets a shot at 
another broadcasting position. 

In the past, CNN has expressed 
interest in Olbermann, and I believe he 
would make a much better addition to 
CNN’s primetime 8 O’clock slot than 
their current Parker/Spitzer program. 
It’s not doing well in the ratings 
anyway.

Whatever he decides to do, I have 
no doubt that he will bring the same 
degree of passion and intensity which 
his viewers have come to expect from 
him. 

Final ‘Countdown’: 
Dropping Olbermann 
is a bad move
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City’s response to snow was unacceptable
About two weeks ago, a snow 

storm passed through Metro Atlanta 
that left the city buried in snow and 
its residents practically trapped 
inside their homes. Roads were slick 
and cars were abandoned. MARTA 
shut down bus service completely, 
a first in more than thirty years of 
service.

Before the storm, I heard 
people talking about it and saw many 
news reports about it. Like most, I 
ignored the buzz because I figured 
the snow would not stick or it would 
melt in two days. Metro Atlantans 
thought the same way because they 
completely failed at planning for this 
storm.

According to the AJC, a winter 
weather advisory had been issued 
on Jan. 7, two days before the storm. 
The city of Atlanta only had about 
22 snow plows prior to the storm. By 
the time the unexpected snow days 
happened, that number increased to 
almost 60. 

Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed 
acknowledged that preparation for 
the storm was based on Atlanta’s 
history with snow. “I think what 
surprised us was the quickness of 
the accumulation when the snow 
started falling,” he said, as quoted 
in a CNN report. “It turns out that 

“The lack of preparation affected 
the whole city. People had to 
miss work and consequently lost 
income.”

Ashleigh Atwell
Staff Writer

aatwell3@student.gsu.edu

double wasn’t enough. We did not 
anticipate that this was going to be 
one of four biggest snow events in 
ten years.”

I can understand Reed’s 
sentiment, but I do not feel that is 
an adequate excuse. I travel from 
Decatur to Atlanta a lot and I did not 
see as much as a teaspoon of salt on 
the roads a day before the storm. I 
didn’t see any snow plows or sand 
trucks. I did not see anything. 

The lack of preparation affected 
the whole city. People had to miss 
work and consequently lost income. 
I know people who are struggling 
with their budget because of the 
unexpected snow days. Students 
of all ages missed school and have 
to make it up. A highlight of the 
semester, financial aid refund 
checks, could be affected. 

The clean-up efforts have 
not been much better. When class 

resumed on the 14th, I felt like I 
was trying to complete an obstacle 
course because I was trying to avoid 
slipping on the slush. I am sure that 
anyone who has been on campus 
in the past week has had to walk 
on sidewalks covered in gray mud. 
Drivers are probably overdue for a 
visit to the car wash because of the 
dust over the streets. Not to mention 
the three-foot-tall piles of ice still 
sitting on sidewalks.

In the aftermath of this 
storm, I hope metro Atlanta has 
learned a lesson. We probably do 
not need an obnoxious amount 
of snow equipment because time 
management could make a big 
difference. Perhaps the next time a 
snow or ice storm is predicted, the 
salt trucks could be on the roads a 
little quicker. 

I am part of the Georgia State/
Northumbria exchange program 
and have the privilege of speaking to 
classrooms of English and History 
majors to promote the program; I’m 
essentially endorsing a year spent 
studying, shopping, partying, and 
traveling in the UK where HOPE 
will still cover your tuition and you 
will return to GSU after having spent 
the best year of your life. The other 
day, however, I spoke to a classroom 
of dull eyes. No one asked a single 
question, and only one person took 
an application.

Perhaps I had a poor 
presentation. Let me rephrase 
myself, dull-eyed classroom:

Dear disinterested scholars 
and entire student body of Georgia 
State University, study abroad. Get a 
sparkle in your eye when someone 
comes into a room to tell you that 
learning can take place across an 
ocean, in and out of the classroom. 
Google-image a city you have never 
imagined and then go live there for 
a semester, for a year. If you disdain 
your family, perfect: escape them. If 
you love your family, perfect: they 
cannot wait to come visit you in 
Ireland, in Brazil, in China; they are 
already itemizing their Christmas 
wishlist. If you don’t think you 
can swing it financially, look at 
scholarships GSU offers specifically 
for students studying abroad, or find 
a program like GSU/NOR that allows 
you the HOPE scholarship. Are 
you simply too terrified to consider 

uprooting yourself to another 
country? I understand, but I can 
assure you that you don’t need to 
be: studying abroad is an adventure 
worth having.

I arrived in my flat in 
Newcastle, England in September 
2009 and collapsed onto my bed 
in tears; my “I made it here alive” 
phone call to my parents was more 
of a coward’s plea to be allowed 
home if this whole thing failed. 
And then I stepped outside of my 
building and fell in love: the subtle 
curve of Grey Street, the Millennium 
Gateshead Bridge changing colors 
over the River Tyne, the castle 
completing a skyline of pubs, 
clubs, and businesses all footed by 
cobblestone. Over a year later, I now 
know that across the ocean there 
is a city I will always consider my 
second home. It tastes of Strongbow 
and Greggs’ pasties, it looks like 
something Mary Poppins flew 
through via umbrella, it sounds like 
dance music and Geordie accents, 
and it completely changed my life.

As if the city itself were not 
enough, travel became my favorite 
pastime. Flights around the UK and 
Europe are cheaper and shorter than 
navigating our own massive nation, 
making forays into other countries 
accessible and inexpensive. I 
climbed castles all over Northern 
England and Scotland, ate gelato 
in Rome on my spring break, and 
nearly cried when our cab driver 
sang “In Dublin’s Fair City” for us 

as he drove us at 4 a.m to Dublin’s 
airport–it was the most hauntingly 
beautiful thing I’ve ever heard. I saw 
England as Jane Austen saw it, while 
reading her novels for my classes; 
I pondered the mountainous ridge 
in Belfast in the shape of a giant’s 
profile that inspired Jonathan Swift’s 
Brobdingnag; I shared a perfect 
meal with strangers in Santorini, 
the ocean spray on our faces as we 
watched an Oia sunset and clinked 
together endless glasses of red wine.

I returned home to Atlanta 
in late May, and I still carry the 
markers of my year abroad on me: 
my claddagh ring, my Dorothy 
Perkins dresses, my Superdrug 
nailpolish.  I have boxes filled 
with letters and Facebook albums 
overcrowded with pictures, and 
a best British friend who calls 
biweekly to catch up on our lives 
divided by an ocean. And I return to 
my American studies this semester 
with a new perspective and the 
knowledge that learning isn’t merely 
in the curriculum during a semester 
or year abroad: it’s in everything you 
do.

Thus, I can never speak highly 
enough of packing your things 
and taking your studies to another 
country. Awaiting you there are 
friendships to be made, cities to be 
explored, photographs to be taken, 
and dreams to be brought to life.

- Hally Joseph
Senior, English

Why you should consider studying abroad
LETTER TO THE EDITOR



In this day and age it is a rare 
treat to get a classic matchup in 
a championship game like the 
Steelers and Packers. There aren’t 
any feel-good Cinderella stories 
here, just good old, hard hitting 
and passionate football. 

One man knew better than 
anyone what it takes to win 
that coveted Lombardi trophy. 
Incidentally, his name was Vince 
Lombardi.

“Some people try to find 
things in this game that don’t exist; 
but football is only two things – 
blocking and tackling.”

Blocking and tackling. It’s 
fair to say that those two things 
are what carried both franchises 
to the Promised Land this season. 
The blocking in the run game for 
the Steelers opened up things for 
Ben Roethlisberger down the field 
and many a secondary were burned 
by speedster Mike Wallace. Aaron 
Rodgers’ brilliant performance 
under center was a direct result of 
the offensive lines’ blocking, which 
made up for the Packers lack of 
run game for virtually the entire 
season. 

As far as tackling goes, you 
can’t get much better than Troy 
Polamalu and Clay Matthews when 
it comes to bone-jarring, jaw-
dropping, eye-popping textbook 
tackling. 

Oh, and the other players on 
those defenses are pretty good 
too. Guys like reigning defensive 
MVP Charles Woodson, helmet-
to-helmet specialist James 
Harrison and how can we forget 
ball-hawking Tramon Williams, 
who ended the Eagles and Falcons 
storybook seasons. At the end of 
the day, fundamentals win out, not 
gimmicky hybrid quarterbacks or 
a mythical home field advantage. 
Defense wins championships. It’s 
a saying as old as time, but there is 
nothing truer. 

Last season, the Saint’s 
defense, not their offense, brought 

home the Lombardi. The year 
before that it was the Steelers 
defense that made the difference. 
You don’t have to remind Tom 
Brady and the 18-1 Patriots about 
the Giants defense in 2007. 

The venue for this year’s 
Super Bowl will be one of the 
most glamorous sports venues 
on the planet, Cowboys Stadium 
in Arlington, Texas. It’s odd that 
such a glitzy stadium will be host 
to one of the grittiest Super Bowl 
matchups we’ve seen in years. 

Then again, what better way 
is there to witness the intensity 
of these two storied franchises 
trading blows than on the world’s 
largest television screen? The $130 
million, 60-yard-wide behemoth 
will be the centerpiece of what is 
sure to be the most televised Super 
Bowl of all time. 

The keys to winning for both 
teams are simple. For the Packers 
to reign supreme, they simply 
have to limit Big Ben’s mobility in 
the pocket. This will come down 
to sure tackling in the backfield 
and keeping containment. There 
is not a better improviser at the 
quarterback position in this league 
and if the Packers give him one 
second too much, that could be the 
difference between a Lombardi and 
a long, quiet flight home. Just as 
the Arizona Cardinals. 

If the Rooney family wants to 
bring a league-leading seventh title 
to the city of Pittsburg, then they 
have to shut down Green Bay’s 
receiving corps, a daunting task, to 
say the least. Every receiver on the 
team has tremendous yards-after-
catch ability and the slightest bit of 
separation could be the difference 
between a first down or a fourth 
down, or a touchdown or a field 
goal. 

Rest assured that this year, 
in Super Bowl XLV, the most 
memorable moment wont be an 
E*Trade baby. 
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“It’s odd that such a glitzy 
stadium will be host to one 
of the grittiest Super Bowl 
matchups we’ve seen in years.”

Saakib Zafrani
Associate Sports Editor

sjzafrani@gmail.com

As the rise of teen pregnancy 
shows rise, so do the teen 
pregnancies in America. It is 
saddening to watch the young 
women and men on these shows 
idolized and being made to be 
celebrities of our society. Though 
MTV holds to the fact that they 
are trying to expose the struggles 
of teenage sex, in reality, they are 
making these too young mother 
and fathers to be stars. When the 
victims of not practicing safe sex are 
plastered across the cover of People, 
for their “hardships,” the reverse 
effect is given. 

As a society we should be 
ashamed at how much attention we 
give these shows, such as Teen Mom, 
16 and Pregnant, and The Secret Life 
of an American Teenager. No, I am 
not blaming the “stars” of these 
shows for the problem, nor am I 
saying that these teens should not be 
helped, however, help can be given 
at home, away from the eyes of the 
media. Teen pregnancy is already 
enough of an issue that it does not 
to be broadcast as some type of 
superstar lifestyle, full of magazine 
covers, publicity, and TV shows. 

“Teen pregnancy is already 
enough of an issue that it does not 
to be broadcast as some type of 
superstar lifestyle.”

Zakkiyya Anderson
Staff Writer

zanderson5@student.gsu.edu

Shows like ‘Teen Mom’ promote teen sex Back to fundamentals 
for Super Bowl XLV 

HOPE needs higher GPA requirements
Some people claim that the GPA 

requirement for HOPE should be 
raised a notch, perhaps to a 3.2 or 
even a 3.5. 

Some would also claim that 
HOPE funds should be given to the 
equivalent of five years instead of 
four, since many students are seeking 
dual degrees to increase their chance 
of obtaining a steady job. Others will 
claim that there should be an income 
cap as to who should receive these 
funds and who should not. 

Because of ongoing budget cuts, 
the first suggestion would be the 
most sensible solution. However, 
HOPE was created to provide a 
fair chance to all who are working 
to earn a college degree. So, the 
request to lengthen the time limit is 
selfish and the request to reinstate 
the familial income cap is just 
preposterous.

Lengthening the time limit is 
selfish because a dual degree is an 
ambitious yet personal decision. If 
a student decided that earning an 
extra degree is detrimental to their 
future, their choice to seek a second 
degree should not affect the chances 
of another receiving their first.

Higher education is a privilege, 
but HOPE gives all Georgians a fair 
chance at winning such a privilege 
with little cost. It’s simply fair that 
everyone will be granted one chance 
instead of two – especially since the 

There are even studies that 
prove the relationship between teen 
pregnancy shows and the rise of teen 
pregnancies. A RAND Corp. study 
showed that teens that watch shows 
even like those of Sex and the City, 
which showcase adults engaging in 
casual sexual activity, are twice as 
likely to be pregnant in the following 
three years of viewing. 

Behavioral scientist, Anita 
Chandra said that she,“ was 
surprised to find this link,” but 
Bill Albert says the study, “catches 
up with common sense.” Albert is 
the chief program officer for the 
National Campaign to Prevent Teen 
Pregnancy. 

And maybe it is not the fault of 
the stations/ shows for the increase 
in teen sexual activity…perhaps we 

should fault the magazines, and 
shows like TMZ. But whomever 
we are to blame; these shows have 
the opposite effect on the teen 
pregnancy rate. 

 “It seems that shows like Teen 
Mom are all of a sudden making 
teen pregnancy seem cool in the 
eyes of young girls. The kids from 
these shows are all over the news, 
even on the covers of magazines, and 
have become almost like celebrities, 
but girls, these are not people you 
should idolize,” says famed reality 
star Kim Kardashian on her blog. 

When Kim K is giving advice 
about how sex in the media has a 
negative effect on people, well, then 
there must be an issue.

“HOPE was made to encourage 
students to stay in-state, rather 
than take their talents elsewhere.”

Judy Kim
Assistant Production Editor

signalprod2@student.gsu.edu

second chance could cost another’s 
first chance.

Most importantly, to include an 
income cap on HOPE is ridiculous in 
that it is difficult to know whether or 
not a student truly needs the money 
– even if their family makes well 
over $100,000.

HOPE is one of the few 
scholarships out there that has no 
income cap to begin with, so to 
say that HOPE funds are not going 
where they are most needed is 
ignorant. There are several more 
scholarships out there that are 
meant only for low-income families.

Students whose families 
do make over $100,000 a year 
sometimes do not receive the 
financial aid from their parents that 
they should get. Not to mention 
that these “well-off” families do 
not receive funds from the federal 
government, whereas low-income 
families do.

Also, nowadays, it is known 
nationally that the middle class 

family pays up the most money 
every year with taxes, expenditures 
and education. After passing the 
$200,000 income mark, it becomes 
a free-for-all. So whether one makes 
$250,000 or $2 million, they would 
pay the same percentage of tax every 
year.

Even if a family were to have a 
gross income of $100,000 annually, 
they’d have roughly $70,000 to 
spend, and usually among several 
others in the family, including the 
retired grandparents.

HOPE is a scholarship that goes 
to everyone who deserved it and 
worked for it. It was not intended 
nor made for those who have 
selective backgrounds. If anything, 
HOPE was made to encourage 
students to study in-state, rather 
than taking their talents elsewhere.

It is annoying and rather 
frustrating to hear others talk 
about who should receive HOPE 
and who should not based on their 
background, especially since the 

demand has been surpassing the 
supply in recent years.

If anything, we should curb 
the demand by raising the GPA 

requirement, therefore encouraging 
our students to work harder for 
what they desire most, no matter 
their background or class.

Student Vox and Signal Survey return to Opinions next week.
To answer our Signal survey question, visit gsusignal.com and fill out our poll.



The inaugural football sea-
son has shown football fans how 
important the position of a place-
kicker and/or punter is in close 
gridiron battles. Panthers place-
kicker Iain Vance is hoping to 
take his shot at the pro level, and 
he certainly has an outstanding 
chance, as Vance was one of the 
team’s biggest stars. 

The Duluth native was 
named a third team All-American 
by the Sports Network as well as 
one of ten finalists for the Fred 
Mitchell Award, and its no won-
der considering the outstand-
ing season he had after five years 
away from an regular season foot-
ball game. But Vance says he was 
not too worried about being rusty.

“It wasn’t that much of a 
challenge since I still practiced,” 
Vance said. “And of course there 
were the spring games at [Geor-
gia] Tech and Alabama. I played a 
spring game at Alabama in front of 
75, 000 fans…so it wasn’t too bad.” 

Of course, the styling of head 
Coach Bill Curry did not hurt ei-
ther.

“Curry always put us in 
game situations, where the of-

fense would have two minutes to 
go down the field, and sometimes 
I would have to go on and kick a 
field goal,” Vance said.

In his senior and final season 
as a Panther, Vance kicked two 
game-winning field goals, one 
that gave the Panthers their only 
away win against Campbell, and 
the other against North Carolina 
Central University. 

Another huge game in which 
Vance gave a, “heroic” perfor-
mance, as deemed by Curry, was 
the Lamar game. With a hyper-ex-
tended groin, he kicked the Pan-
thers to an overall winning record 
with his field goal that gave the 
Panthers a 23-17 lead. 

“Well I had actually hurt my 
groin during the Campbell game, 
I had to pace myself to see how 
many kicks I could do a game,” 
Vance said. “Coach Curry asked 
could I still do them, and he want-
ed to take me off [of kicking] the 
field goals, but I didn’t want to let 
my boys down, so I just kept kick-
ing them.” 

If any phrase comes to mind, 
when one thinks of Vance, it 
would probably be team player. 
Vance credits his team and school 
for his awards, including the All-
America nod. 

“It’s a great honor, it isn’t 
something that they give out light-
ly,” Vance said. “But it is definitely 
a team award, it wasn’t just me out 
there.” 

The more recognition the 
school gets, the better for the pro-
gram. But still, obviously all the 
awards I get can help me down 
the road.” 

Vance’s calm demeanor on 
and off the field helped him in 
those close game kickswhere he 
says it is all about perspective. 

“Every kick is three points 
whether it’s at the end of the game 
or the beginning,” he said. “You 
gotta keep cool.” 

And what is cooler than go-
ing 15/17 on FGs, 35/37, on PATs 
and being the team’s leading 
scored with 80 points in your first 
season of division one football. 
2010 being Vance’s last year, he is 
certainly going out on top. 

After this year, Vance intends 
to seek out his opportunities as a 
professional. And after that, may-
be become a coach at State or his 
high school in Duluth. And if all 
this fails, Vance wants to return to 
State for his law degree.

“It feels real good. I’ve been 
waiting a long time to get my shot, 
and Coach Curry gave it to me.”

By ZAKKIYYA ANDERSON
Staff Writer
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Vance honored as All-American
GEORGIA STATE ATHLETICS

Iain Vance led all Panthers in scoring in the inaugural football season.

Vineece Verdun is lauded for her 
excellence both on and off the volley-
ball court. At the close of her 2010-2011 
season with Georgia State, Verdun was 
picked up for a handful of recognitions 
and accolades.

The honors began with COBRA 
magazine’s nomination for the red-shirt 
junior to the All-Southeast Region team, 
and a few weeks later it was announced 
that she made the COBRA All-National 
Second team.

Verdun, along with football’s Iain 
Vance, was one of two fall athletes to re-
ceive an All-America mention for 2010.

 “It’s a real honor,” Verdun said. 
“It’s almost surreal. I’m really thankful 
for that recognition.”

In a quote on the Georgia State 
Athletics website, Rebel Life Media, 
the owner of COBRA magazine, spoke 
to young black athletes’ infrequently 
choosing volleyball as a sport.

“Due to economic challenges and 
social differences, black athletes often 
think that volleyball is not an option as 
a collegiate or professional sport,” Rebel 
Life Media writes. COBRA Magazine 
proves that black women have a place 
in the sport while they pursue higher 
education.”

COBRA magazine aims to contra-
dict that perception by featuring female 
volleyball players of color throughout 
its pages. Verdun, the 21-year-old from 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, is exactly 
the type of player that their magazine 
seeks to emphasize. 

“Where I grew up at least, vol-
leyball was an option for everybody,” 
Verdun said. “I know in other school 
districts they don’t offer volleyball, or 
they don’t have good facilities, but that 
wasn’t the case for me.”

Among her other distinctions, Ver-
dun was named to the CoSIDA/ESPN’s 
Academic All-District Third Team, and 
in addition to being a part of the Colo-
nial Athletic Association’s All-CAA First 
Team, she was also chosen as the CAA 
Scholar Athlete of the Year for volleyball 
in 2010.

Verdun has maintained a 3.78 GPA 
as a public policy major. Sustaining a 
high GPA while also remaining a dedi-
cated student athlete has proven a dif-
ficult task. 

“It is very hard. Not very many peo-
ple understand just how hard it is,” Ver-
dun said. “It means going to the lobby 
when we’re at the hotels to do work, be-

Verdun 
honored by 
CAA and 
COBRA 
magazine
By JILLANA JONES
Staff Writer

ing very careful with time management, 
just getting it in however I can.”

Verdun, a volleyball player since 
ninth grade, played volleyball all four 
years in high school and at Michigan 
State before becoming a panther. It took 
no time to discover her role on the Geor-
gia State team.

“I think I’ve evolved into a leader,” 
Verdun said. “I came in pretty timid, but 
there was a leadership role that needed 
to be filled, so I had to step up.”

As a leader on the team, Verdun 
hopes to instill the ideals of a stead-
fast “work ethic and a sense of Panther 
pride” in the younger players.

Head coach Tami Audia agrees that 
Verdun’s work ethic is a strong asset to 
the team. 

“Physically she’s one of our best 
players on the court, but she does bring 
a leadership aspect to it, not only in 
what she says, but in her actions,” Audia 
said. “She’s one of the hardest working 
players on the team.”

The team dedicates 20 hours a 
week in total practicing, lifting and com-
peting. During the season, most of the 
practice time is used for strategizing for 
an upcoming meet. However, during the 
off-season in the spring, the team has 
more time to cultivate their individual 
skills.

In the regular season, Verdun had 
the most kills (372), kills per set (3.38), 
points (460.5) and points per set (4.19) 
in the CAA conference.

Coach Audia believes that Verdun 
will leave an indelible mark on Georgia 
State volleyball.

“She’s kind of the whole package 
for us,” Audia said. “When she says she 
wants to leave Panther pride with her 
teammates, there is no doubt that they 
are going to remember that, and it’s go-
ing to be something that’s going to be 
[talked] about for a long time.”

GEORGIA STATE ATHLETICS
Volleyball standout Vineece Verdun 
has been honored for her work 
in the classroom, as well as the 
volleyball court.
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GSU NIGHT AT THE AQUARIUM 
Buy tickets  
early for discounts!
$10 through Feb. 3 / $15 Feb. 4-17 / $20 on Feb. 18
Family and friends welcome / Children under 2 free

On sale at Student Center Information Desk, University  
Bookstore (beginning Jan. 24) and www.rialtocenter.org

Free campus parking and shuttles

Friday, February 18, 6-11 p.m.

Featuring expanded Cold Water Quest Gallery

Supported by Student Activity Feeswww.gsu.edu/studentevents

Javonte Maynor, the Panthers 
freshman guard, grew up in St. Pe-
tersburg, Fl., where his father, Fer-
nando Maynor, raised him to be a 
sharp shooter on the court. Both of 
Maynor’s parents played basketball 
in high school, and they instilled the 
same sense of athleticism in their 
son.

“As a young kid, my dad [raised] 
me in the gym, around older guys 
he used to coach, and I just grew 
up playing under him [starting] at a 
young age.” 

Although Maynor is one of five 
children, he is the only one of his 
siblings, save his younger four-year 
old brother, who took an interest in 
sports.

To Maynor, there is nothing 
more important than basketball. Be-
fore his freshman year of high school, 
he decided it was a time for a change 
of scenery, and moved to Snellville, 
Ga., where he became a star athlete 
at South Gwinnett High School. 

“I needed a new location,” 
Maynor said. “I thought that going 
into my freshman year I wanted to 
play in an area that had more expo-
sure for basketball players.” 

At South Gwinnett, Javonte let-
tered all four years under head coach 
Scott Bracco. His senior year he av-
eraged 17 points, six rebounds, four 

assists and three steals per game. His 
junior year, his 14 points per game 
helped lead South Gwinnett to the 
Elite 8 in the state playoffs.

All of Maynor’s accomplish-
ments led him to be the first fall 2010 
Atlanta-area signee, particularly for 
his offensive abilities. “Javonte is a re-
ally good three-point shooter with a 
great range,” head coach Rod Barnes 
said. “We think he can fill the role of 
instant offense off the bench.”

Maynor says that the coaching 
styles of Barnes and Bracco are most-
ly similar in that both coaches allow 
him “the green light to shoot.” 

“They don’t limit me to one 
thing,” Maynor said. “They allow me 
to do what I do best.” 

For Maynor, basketball is what 
he does best. The AJC First-team 
All-Metro selection compares his 
game to Miami Heat tough guy Ed-
die House, but when asked who is 
his favorite player, there was no hes-
itation-Dwayne Wade. But the per-
son who inspires him most, without 
question, is his father. 

“Even at a young age, he pushed 
me,” Maynor said. “Even when I got 
distracted, he wouldn’t allow me to 
make any wrong moves.” He said his 
father was tough but encouraging.

Maynor chose Georgia State due 
to its proximity to home and the bus-
tling city life of downtown Atlanta. 
Getting adjusted to college life was 
no problem for him, since he puts in 

the same work ethic off the court as 
he does on it. 

“It’s been easy, because I’ve be-
ing going hard putting hard work in,” 
Maynor said. “That’s really helped 
me get adjusted really quickly.”

The past few seasons the Pan-
thers have not faired well on the 
court, but Maynor feels as though 
this season will have better results. 

“I feel that we’re together and 
when things get tough we don’t go 
out on our own roads and try to make 
things work,” he said. “We all get to-
gether, and come up with one plan to 

accomplish our goal.”
Maynor’s love of basketball is 

also evident in that his favorite movie 
is “He Got Game,” starring Celtic 
guard Ray Allen. However, Maynor 
is quick to point out his hatred of the 
Celtics, Eastern Conference rivals to 
his hometown team, the Miami Heat. 

Although Maynor loves basket-
ball and names it as his sole hobby, he 
says that he wishes wouldn’t stereo-
type him for being an athlete.

“People don’t think that I’m re-
ally intelligent or smart because I’m 
an athlete,” he said. 

If the basketball journey does 
not work out for Maynor, he would 
like to continue his education to be-
come an orthopedic surgeon.

“When I was in eighth grade, 
my friend on my team, his dad was 
a surgeon for the Tampa Bay Rays,” 
Maynor said. “He really got me in-
terested in doing something like that. 
Because I love sports and I like sci-
ence, and I just combined the two of 
them together.”

Whether , it is safe to say that 
Javonte Maynor will not stray too far 
from the world of sports.

More than a basketball player
By ZAKKIYYA ANDERSON
Staff Writer

GEORGIA STATE ATHLETICS
Maynor was selected to the first- team All-Metro selection by the Atlanta Tipoff Club.



THE SIGNAL | SPORTS | TUESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2011 11

The Georgia State football program looks to build on the 
success of their inaugural season by completing construction on 
their practice facility. Construction on the facility began July 
15, 2009, and its completion date is expected to be May 13, 2011, 
says John Portland, Assistant Athletics Director of Facilities and 
Operations.

The facility can be seen from Martin Luther King Jr. Drive 
or from riding MARTA’s East rail line. In addition to a practice 
field, the facility will have a full locker room, state of the art team 
meeting rooms, hydrotherapy pools and a complete training area. 

Football practice facility nearing completion
Articles and Photos by Saakib Zafrani

Associate Sports Editor

“During the design of the space, 
we thought that it would be a good 
idea to keep some of the original 
brick and stone walls and wood 
ceiling, as it would add to the 
character of the building and our 
football program,” Portland said. 
“The building is classified as a 
historic building and the decision 
was made to keep the structure.”

Athletics has plans to put 
graphics from the inaugural 
season on the white space in front 
of the building. They have similar 
plans for much of the white 
space inside the building as well. 
The front of the building is all 
new construction that has been 
added on to the original historic 
building. 

The team room will host a range of 
activities including video break-
down of opponents, weekly press 

conferences, guest speaker presen-
tations and, of course, team meet-

ings. It also features a sound proof 
divider that will split the room into 

two separate units, one for the of-
fense and one for the defense. 

The marching band will also use 
the field to practice during the 

season. The facility has a sepa-
rate storage area for the march-

ing band, and each member of 
the band will have a storage unit 

specifically designed for his or her 
instrument constructed by the 

Georgia State Renovations Depart-
ment, according to Portland.
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The Soulphonics and Ruby Velle 
possess a hypnotic, swinging quality that 
gently guides you away from your stereo-
typical funk band. With heavy influence 
from the legendary Stax Records, The 
Soulphonics have the ability to take you 
back to an era where soul music crossed 
color lines and lyrics transcended the 
mundane. Providing a funky mix to life’s 
soundtrack, the band’s soulful ingenuity 
is transfixed by foot-stomping rhythms. 
The Soulphonics speak to your soul — but 
in the event that you have no soul, they’ll 
direct their sounds to your feet and then 
your fingertips.

Gainesville, Fla., was the birthing 
ground for The Soulphonics, started by 
organist Spencer Garn, guitarist Scott 
Clayton and vocalist Ruby Velle in 2005. 
Two years later, when Velle chose to pur-
sue graphic design at Atlanta’s Creative 
Circus, all three agreed to relocate in or-
der to gain more exposure and expand to 
a larger music scene. 

Once settled, the trio began the hunt 
for more musicians to bolster their band’s 
sound. Luckily, an opportunity was pre-
sented to them to establish residency 
at Little Five Points’ Star Bar. With this 
break, the band used their performances 
to experiment and build a fan base. The 
six-month run at the Star Bar gave The 
Soulphonics the edge they needed to es-
tablish themselves as a premiere Atlanta 

staple.
Although The Soulphonics’ eight 

piece band, consisting of a horn section 
and a rhythm section, rotates because 
of some commitment limitations, their 
sound remains consistent. They have a 
different approach to their music, using 
recording techniques that give way to an 
old school sound. 

“I like the instrumentation of the 
soul music and the recording techniques. 
We try to stay in a funky, blues-roots kind 
of groove,” Garn said.

As opposed to most modern music 
that’s recorded digitally, most of their re-
cordings are produced on analog equip-
ment to give the music that crackly, vin-
tage vibe. 

Their latest single, “Heartlite,” 
penned by their lead singer Velle, is an 
appreciative ode to those who touch lives 
and stimulate personal growth for those 
around them. 

“[It’s to say], ‘thanks for really touch-
ing my life, for changing me.’ It’s about 
how you meet people in life that you re-
ally don’t want to let go of, but even if you 
do let go of them you know that they’ve 
given you something,” said Velle. 

The story of “Heartlite” is weaved 
together by their horn and rhythm sec-
tions with violins and a cello added to 
create a kind of “Northern soul, foot 
stomping, head clapping, groove,” ac-
cording to Garn. 

Velle’s commanding, heartfelt deliv-
ery — “If you get lost, stuck in dark, come 

back around to find me and I’ll guide you 
with light from my heart” — is injected 
into The Soulphonics’ steady, quick melo-
dy. Velle also contributes her graphic de-
sign skills to the “Heartlite” single’s cover.

Working collectively as more than 
just a band, The Soulphonics remain dili-
gent in their efforts to release a full studio 
album by the summer. The original trio 
has been working towards a full album 
since inception, steadily perfecting their 
craft and solidifying a faithful formula. 

As with their live performances, the 
album will be comprised of eight to nine 
original songs, with possible covers of leg-
endary artists such as James Brown, Otis 
Redding and Etta James. The Soulphon-
ics implement a modern take on classic 
hits and provide a consistently fresh voice 
to funk and soul. 

 “[With] our original songs, we don’t 
really try to box ourselves in melodically 
or to a certain kind of sound,” Velle said. 

With messages planted in humanity 
and ambition, The Soulphonics and Ruby 
Velle can move a room and groove a soul.

By WHITNEY JONES
Staff Writer

J.R. WARD
The Soulphonics and Ruby Velle’s 
throwback to big band-style soul is 
easy to love.

THE SOULPHONICS AND 
RUBY VELLE
WHEN Jan. 29, 9 p.m.
WHERE The Earl, 488 Flat 
Shoals Ave.
PRICE/AGE $10, 21 and up

Ivan Reitman’s No Strings Attached, laced with 
sharp dialogue and a few novel scenes, fails to shake 
the date movie label, but ultimately manages to bal-
ance heart and humor well. The film is based on a 
young doctor, Emma (Natalie Portman), and an aspir-
ing writer, Adam (Ashton Kutcher), and a historically 
impossible goal: to maintain an emotionless, strictly 
physical relationship.

While Portman’s youthful and diminutive appear-
ance may make her role in the film seem like somewhat 
of a stretch, keep in mind the Israeli-American actress 
is Harvard-educated. What may be tougher to digest is 
Kutcher as a thoughtful, quick-witted writer. Although 
his character writes for a show like High School Musi-
cal, perhaps adding to the believability.

The film is filled with snarky, pointed dialogue, 
somewhere near the vein of Reitman’s Stripes, but 
with a college-aged tilt like in Old School, which Reit-
man produced in 2003.

Adam’s father Alvin, played by Kevin Kline, is 
possibly the best character in the film. His honest and 
painful responses to his brooding son’s questions make 
for some of the film’s funniest moments. 

The first scene with Alvin (Kline) has him in a 
Speedo, insisting that his son punch him in the stom-
ach, which Kutcher’s impossibly caring character 
of course declines. As soon as Alvin gives up on the 
punching, he quickly and without hesitation looks at 
Adam and says, “Let’s go smoke some weed.”

Once the two are in the house smoking, Alvin 
offers Adam advice on “how to eat kitty,” just before 
Adam discovers his ex-girlfriend is sleeping with his 
drug-obsessed father. The revelation is the cause of the 
Adam’s angst throughout the film, which both brings 
him to Emma (Portman) initially and serves for many 
of the film’s punch lines.

While you can expect Kutcher to have the depth 
of a kiddie pool, Portman’s character is the one that 
has to change, allowing for some of her acting ability 

PARAMOUNT PICTURES
Adam (Ashton Kutcher) and Emma (Natalie 
Portman) struggle with a sex-only partnership in 
No Strings Attached.

‘No Strings Attached’ 
quick-witted, but just 
another date movie

SEE NO STRINGS, PAGE 16

By KIRKLAND CARTER
Sports Editor



Jason Travis seems like a mod-
ern day Renaissance man. He is a mu-
sician playing for a local band called 
Sealions slated to go on tour next 
spring, a freelance graphic designer, 
art curator, photographer for edito-
rial pieces and weddings and even 
helps run a local web-based culture 
magazine, PurgeATL. But it is Travis’ 
current photography project that has 
the national world buzzing.

In November 2007, Travis em-
barked on a mission to gauge what a 
person considers essential by photo-
graphing the items they carry in their 
purses, backpacks and pockets.  A 
project three years in the making and 
showing no signs of slowing down, 
Travis has amassed nearly 200 por-
traits of people and their belongings 
in his ongoing photography series, 
Persona. 

“In the most simple terms, I’m 
trying to capture the essence of who 
my subjects are, what they deem es-
sential and what defines their per-
sona,” said Travis. 

From guns to Gameboys to 
Moleskines, Travis’ split-screen style 
photographs (also called diptychs) 
provide an unadulterated peek into 
an individual’s daily life that one 
would not get with a quick glance on 

the street. Voyeuristic in conception 
and simple and stylish in form, Tra-
vis has truly managed to capture the 
essence of a person, simply through 
documenting the items they carry on 
a routine basis. 

Each diptych features a portrait 
of the subject in the most comfort-
able, and often times most visually 
appealing, light. Placed directly be-
low the portrait is a shot of meticu-
lously arranged belongings found in 
the hidden pockets and purses be-
longing to the subject.

The subjects in the shots are 
typically people Travis is already fa-
miliar with and others are complete 
strangers off the street. The shots 
provide a window into a person’s 
psyche that is usually hidden from 
view. Travis said he “always seems to 
learn something from them.”

The Persona photo series has 
been featured in Creative Loafing, the 
New York Times, USA Today, Marie 
Claire, Nerve and The Atlantan, just to 
name a few. And Travis recently cel-
ebrated the three-year anniversary 
of the project with a large exhibition 
at the Foundry at Puritan Mill, aptly 
titled Personified, featuring various 
full-sized images of the project.

“I’ve been very pleased with all 
the attention. It’s really wonderful 
to be rewarded for a project you’ve 
put your heart and soul into for three 
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As promised, here’s the second installment in our three-part series of profiles 
of Atlantans who helped up our city’s cool in 2010. Meet an artist whose unique 
photographs are garnering national acclaim, plus the woman responsible the most 
delicious biscuits-and-gravy breakfast you’ll ever have. 

— Jhoni Jackson, Entertainment Editor
Notable Atlantans
Jason Travis

By SAVANNA KEO
Associate Entertainment Editor

years,” said Travis about the recent 
acclaim he’s received. 

Travis hopes to continue the 
project and has potential plans to 
shoot beyond the borders of the city 
of Atlanta. A Personified book featur-

ing the diptychs is available through 
www.blurb.com and the artist is cur-
rently formulating ideas for new 
variations on the project.

“I’m very proud of this series 
and I hope it takes on different forms 

and changes as I grow and change. I 
want to continue to push boundar-
ies and inspire other artists because 
working with them inspires me,” said 
Travis. 

JASON TRAVIS
Randall Cartwright, as captured by local creative Jason Travis for his Persona series.

When the New York Times calls 
your pancakes the best in the world, 
you must be doing something right.

Chef and restauranteur Ria Pell 
has been making critics and taste 
buds happy with her famous South-
ern-inspired breakfast dishes at the 
hugely successful Ria’s Bluebird in 
Grant Park since 2001. A retro diner 
with a bluegrass-rocker appeal, Ria’s 
Bluebird was jointly founded by Pell 
and Alex Skalicky, part-owner of El 
Myr in Little Five Points.

But what makes Bluebird stands 
out is not the menu. Let’s face it, you 
can get Huevos and Biscuits and Gra-
vy at almost any Southeastern break-
fast spot — it’s the manner in which 
the food is made is what makes Pell’s 
dishes extraordinary. 

“We make everything from 
scratch,” Pell explained. “From the 
biscuit to the pancake mix to crack-
ing every single egg. A lot of places 
get away from that to try and save 
money, but the fact that we do every-
thing ourselves shows strength in the 
product we are trying to put out.”

No doubt, it shows. On any given 
Saturday, Ria’s Bluebird commands 
a line as people eagerly wait to stuff 
their bellies with mouth-watering 
selections such as the Fish and Grits, 
which is served with blackened tila-
pia and white cheddar grits, to the 
Country Fried Tempeh — soybean 
stuff with house gravy, tomato, spin-
ach and a home-style biscuit. 

When asked what the secret to 
her restaurant’s success is, Pell im-
mediately credited her staff.

“From the people who work on 
the floor to the people in the back — I 
have a great [team] that put[s] in a lot 
of hard work,” she said.

Pell also links the food’s consis-
tency to Bluebird’s popularity. She 
explains how important it is for the 
food to always taste the same, and 
cites reliability as a reason why  Blue-
bird has become a staple in the com-
munity.

 Perhaps these formulas will 
help her sister venture, Sauced, gar-
ner the same love and appeal that has 
made Bluebird famous. 

Located in Inman Park on Edge-
wood Ave., Sauced is a ‘50s-inspired 
restaurant and cocktail lounge that 

feels like a password-protected 
swing den. But the vibe is neither 
stuffy nor forced — instead, it boasts 
a hillbilly-hipster appeal due in part 
to the wraparound chocolate leath-
er booths that surround the homey 
space. There is even a hostess stand 
that doubles as a DJ booth at night. 

 “[Sauced] is about getting back 
to the art of conversation, good music 
and well-crafted cocktails,” Pell ex-
plained. “It’s less upscale than some 
other restaurants in the neighbor-
hood, but you don’t feel out of place if 
you’re just there to have a cheap beer. 
The vibe was definitely intentional.”

Sauced still has that Southern 
appeal that Pell is known for, but 
features drinks and dishes that may 
be new to most. Menu selections in-
clude a liver-andp-onions dish that 
comes tossed with an arugula salad 
and fried capers, and a drink called 
the Dixie cup which houses Four 
Roses Bourbon, ginger ale, sugar cane 
syrup and a lime twist. 

“We wanted to familiarize peo-
ple with some of the great things go-
ing on in the cocktail world and also 
have some nicer food you don’t have 
to be in a stuffy restaurant just to try,” 

Ria Pell of Ria’s Bluebird and Sauced

By ANNABELLA JEAN-LAURENT
Staff Writer

she said.
Gifted with two successful res-

taurants under her belt, Pell says she 
has plans to start offering brunch at 
Sauced but isn’t sure if she’s ready to 
open up a new eatery anytime soon. 

“We always joke about how 

we’re going to start making tennis 
shoes or maybe design T-shirts just 
because running a restaurant is so 
physically demanding and such a 
challenge,” Pell said. “But designing 
shoes just won’t bring me the same 
satisfaction.”

ROBIN HENSON
Ria Pell runs two deliciously successful restaurants — Ria’s Bluebird 
and Sauced, which celebrated its one-year anniversary in late 
December. 



01 Senior
Röyskopp (MB3)

02 TRON: Legacy
Daft Punk (Disney)

03 Volumes 1 & 2
Pigbag (Fire)

04 Aguilas & Cobras
Brownout

05 Prefuse 73/Jaytram/Epstein
Prefuse 73/Jaytram/Epstein (Asthmatic Kitty)

06 Some Place Simple
Martina Topley Bird (Ipecac)

07 Golden Haze
Wild Nothing (Captured Tracks)

08 Bedroom Databanks
Atlas Sound

09 That We Can Play
Games (Hippos in Tanks)

10 Gutter Water
Gangrene (Decon)

11 Passive Me, Aggressive You
The Naked and Famous (Somewhat Damaged)

12 Some Weather
Faces in Film (Fenway)

13 Philharmonics
Agnes Obel (PIAS)

14 Friends & Friends of Friends
Various Artists (Tender Loving Empire)

15 Pyramid of the Sun
Maserati (Temporary Residence)

16 The Sun
Sleepover (Circuitree)

17 Tradi-Mods vs Rockers
Various Artists (Crammed Discs)

18 Rare
Calibro 35 (Nublu)

19 Outside
Tapes ‘n Tapes (Idid)

20 Ducktails III: Arcade Dynamics
Ducktails (Woodsist)

21 Land and Fixed
Blank Dogs (Captured Tracks)

22 King Felix EP
Laurel Halo (Hippos in Tanks)

23 Decline/These Arms
Roman Photos (Double Phantom)

24 City Walls EP
Endless Wave (Fort Point)

25 The World Needs More Skillz
Skillz (E One)

26 Ventriloquizzing
Fujiya & Miyagi (YepRoc)

27 Is Growing Faith
White Fence (Woodsist)

28 Teenage and Torture
Shilpa Ray & Her Happy Hookers (Knitting Factory)

29 unlearn
Fergus & Geronimo (Hardly Art)

30 Cape Dory
Tennis (Fat Possum)

Fun, dance-demanding 
indie pop with 
occasional ‘80s nods.

Ashes to Ashes is the first mix-
tape to be released on Maybach Mu-
sic Group, Rick Ross’s independent 
label. He seems to have found the 
key to relevancy in the music indus-
try: constantly release new music. In 
2010 alone, he dropped two mixtapes 
and a studio album. But churning 
out releases so regularly sometimes 
yields low-caliber work — and Ashes 
to Ashes is a prime example.

The 11-track mixtape features 
production from Clinton Sparks, 
Young Fyre and Cashous Clay, among 
others. Collaborators include T.I., 
Ludacris and Chester French, and 
Ross samples the late Aaliyah and 
Barry White. 

Although Rick Ross contin-
ues to give fans street-potent music, 
Ashes to Ashes shows no growth. The 
themes of the mixtape are the same 
as all of his other works —  money, 
women, drugs and cars. 

Produced by Lex Luger, “9 
Piece” sounds exactly like the beat 
was recycled from “B.M.F” (also 
produced by Lex Luger). The simple 
hook on the track shows there was no 
thought put into the song: “I’m smok-
ing dope/ I’m on the cell phone/ I’m 
selling dope/ Straight off the iPhone.” 

On “Retrosuperfuture,” Wiz 
Khalifa sings, “I stay high/While 
y’all stay low/My eyes stay red/From 
all that smoke.” This song is strictly 
about enjoying marijuana, but the 
beat is so smooth that the mediocre 
lyrics get overlooked.

“Play Your Part” is one of few 
stand-out tracks, and boasts strong 
verses from Wale and Meek Mill. 
“She’s Crazy,” another decent cut, 

Rick Ross
Ashes to Ashes
Maybach Music Group

By TYANA JACKSON
Staff Writer

The second 
compilation from 
the Portland label 
boasts artists like 
Finn Riggins, Starving 
Daughters, Eskimo 
and Sons and Church.

Chilled out and very 
lo-fi, these fuzzed-
out tunes are subtly 
catchy.

Warm up to the 
tropical Latin funk of 
the latest incarnation 
of Grupo Fantasma, a 
band which regularly 
back Prince.

As one of the modern forefa-
thers of noise and overall weirdness, 
Deerhoof has received praise from a 
baffling array of artists, ranging from 
Sufjan Stevens to David Bowie to 
Thee Silver Mt. Zion. This alone at-
tests to the band’s impressive history 
of innovative experimentation. 

Perhaps the most commendable 
aspect of Deerhoof’s career, however, 
is the consistent quality of its albums, 
which in many ways seem to get bet-
ter with every LP. Deerhoof vs. Evil, 
the seasoned outfit’s 11th release, 
faithfully continues this trend.

Deerhoof vs. Evil extends many 
of the same qualities of previous 
Deerhoof material — trademark 
rhythms which seem to constantly 
bend in different directions and the 
gorgeous melodies from singer Sa-
tomi Matsuzaki that wistfully float 
above all the dense, instrumental 
chaos. 

The album starts off rather mis-
leadingly with “Qui Dorm,” which 
delightfully blends the funky West 
African harmonies under the com-
plex grooves of drummer Greg 
Saunier. The musical dichotomy of 
this stylistic partnership comes off 
as both beautiful and jarring. Sadly, 
from there the album takes a differ-
ent path and never really returns to 
this method. 

I harbor no complaints though 
on the style that is chosen for the 
rest of the LP. It crafts a stunning feel 
which captivates until the very end of 
the album. It fuses an odd combina-
tion of acoustic harmonics with more 
dissonant electronic backgrounds to 
create a sound that almost simulta-
neously draws you in and pushes you 
away. 

At times, Deerhoof vs. Evil chal-
lenges your patience with tracks 
such as “Let’s Dance the Jet,” a track 
that bombards you with nonsensi-
cal hooks and abrasive percussion. 
Yet unlike many bands who embrace 
noise, Deerhoof chooses to use melo-
dy and minimalism, like on “No One 
Asked To Dance,” which showcases 
Satomi’s ethereal vocals with the ac-
companiment of an almost flamenco-
sounding guitar riff. 

Deerhoof
Deerhoof vs. Evil
Polyvinyl

By PAUL DEMERRITT
Staff Writer

is a narrative about a woman who 
helped Ross during times when he 
was unknown to the world. “Even 
Deeper” features the soothing voice 
of Barry White while Ross raps about 
how deeper he is falling in love with 
money. 

But the scarcity of fresh tracks 
bogs down the mixtape. With little 
originality in content, Ashes to Ashes 
sounds like music that’s been re-
leased before. 

Nicole Schneit, frontwoman 
of Brooklyn-based Air Waves, has a 
voice that exudes both the childlike 
fragility of Wayne Coyne (The Flam-
ing Lips) and the dreamy breathiness 
of Victoria Legrand (Beach House). 
It’s a delicate kind of croon, and it’s 
the multifunctional core of the band’s 
sound. 

Schneit’s eerie exhaust gives 
patience to upbeat numbers like the 
twang-laced “Force Fed,” but adds in-
terest to slower, repetitive tracks like 
the minimalistic “Humdrum.” 

The lyrics are rife with simplis-
tic one-liners — the kind listeners 
ruminate over and want to relate 
to, even if they have to force it. “I’m 
alive/I’m on fire/For the first time in 
my life,” Schneit sings on “Knockout,” 
the opener. On “Lightning,” there’s a 
line that straddles the fence between 
deep and cliche so confidently that it 
works: “I’m gonna be the lightning 
that strikes down your tree.” 

And then there’s the ‘90s ele-
ment. “Sweetness,” a strummy tune 
accented with “Oohs,” could pass for 
a forgotten alt-rock-era B-side. The 
closer and one of the album’s best 
songs, “Bisous,” is lyrically melan-
choly, but the bulk of the pace could 
induce a pogoing fervor. 

The band’s debut LP isn’t a work 
of folk, but it isn’t generic indie rock 
either — and Dungeon Dots has been 
dubbed both. It almost sounds like 
an indie pop album that’s speed has 
been hampered, as if it’s hauling a ton 
of bricks. 

What Schneit and company 

Air Waves
Dungeon Dots
Underwater Peoples Records

By JHONI JACKSON
Entertainment Editor

It is this stylistic mash-up which 
has made Deerhoof so memorable 
and influential throughout its entire 
career. There are countless other 
bands who exhaustingly explore only 
one emotion, causing their output 
to become dull and ultimately for-
gotten. By recognizing both musical 
beauty and sonic disarray, Deerhoof 
expands its sound to have a real, last-
ing fluidity instead of a tiresome ex-
ploration of only one feeling. 

Another stellar addition to Deerhoof’s repertoire

This English outfit 
makes meticulously 
crafted, nonchalantly 
cool dance rock. 
If you like LCD 
Soundsystem, you’ll 
appreciate this band.
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Atlanta Events

Want to see an event in this space? Contact Jhoni Jackson at 
signalentertainment@gmail.com with the event name, time, 
date, location and a brief description.

TUESDAY, JAN. 25

A D.I.Y. Fourth Tuesday
Grab a glass of homebrewed wine and a plate of homemade food while 
you hear locals like Ben Leake and Melysa martinez read original 
works, see fledging local acts like Hurricanes of Love and We Are The 
Willows at this multi-media event. In addition to music and literary 
works, Fluidtoon —  the folks orchestrating the event —  will share some 
quirky animations.
WonderRoot, 982 Memorial Drive // 9 p.m. // Free, all ages

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 26

The Moondoggies, Quiet Life
Seattle quartet The Moondoggies play the kind of folk rock that makes 
you want to take a countryside vacation —  or at least sport your cowboy 
boots for a while. Quiet Life, a Portland-based, country-folk act, serves 
as the perfect pep to open what will likely be a mostly mellow evening.
The Earl, 488 Flat Shoals Ave. // 8:30 p.m. // $10, 21 and u

THURSDAY, JAN. 27

Book of Colors
Don’t miss this rare two-hour performance from one of Atlanta’s best 
orchestral folk bands. The lead singer’s voice is a subtle throwback kind 
of Rat Pack croon that goes down as smooth as the brewpub’s tasty ales. 
There’s plenty to do while you listen, too — the lower-half of Twain’s is 
a bar game paradise with dart boards, a billiards room and shuffleboard 
tables.
Twain’s Billiards and Tap, 211 East Trinity Place // 7 p.m. // Free, all 
ages

FRIDAY, JAN. 28

The Dark Side Closing Reception
If you didn’t get a chance to see this hilariously well-executed exhibit 
weeks ago, now’s your last opportunity. James Hance, the artist 
responsible for the nerdy takes on iconic images like Princess Leia as 
Marilyn Monroe on the infamous skirt-lifting grate, will be signing 
prints and books. Refreshments and snacks will be provided, a DJ will 
spin and Hance is brining a few new works to replace what was sold 
since the opening.
Cornbred Art Gallery, 968-B Memorial Drive // 7 p.m. // Free, all 
ages

SATURDAY, JAN. 29

The Clap, The Balkans
Rock ‘n’ roll and pizza? Sold! Cameli’s hosts another free show of 
Atlanta bands, this one featuring two garage and punk-inspired (but not 
limited to) bands.
Cameli’s Pizza, 699 Ponce de Leon Ave. // 10 p.m. // Free, all ages

SUNDAY, JAN. 30

Dirty South Sunday Rap Battle
Every Sunday night, MC War hosts a series of hard-hitting head-to-
heads. If the intimidating flier is any indication, expect these battles to 
be brutal.
The Black Lion Cafe, 253 Auburn Ave. // 8 p.m. // $10, 21 and up

MONDAY, JAN. 31

Karaoke at the Local
If you consume too much liquid courage, there’s plenty of great food on 
the menu to balance your belly. So sing your brains out — or just point 
and laugh while other people do.
The Local, 758 Ponce de Leon Ave. // 9 p.m. // Free, 21 and up
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to come through. She worked with 
Kline in the Broadway hit The Seagull 
in 2001, and the two are quite comi-
cal in the all-too-short scenes where 
they interact.

Ludacris, who studied music 
management at Georgia State in the 
late ‘90s, is a delight in the film. The 
rapper/actor gets to flaunt some of 
his comic timing as one of Kutcher’s 
confidants. The Atlanta native plays 
Wallace, a bar owner with a quick wit 
who is the least clueless of Adam’s 
buddies.

The only black character in the 
film, Wallace is more than a demo-
graphical necessity. Although, he 
does say “Happy HO-lidays” while 
shooting a picture of Adam and some 
randy lady friends — a line that cer-
tainly should have been scrapped.

There are a few other vomit-in-
ducing lines, like Adam telling Emma 
that she, “…fights like a hamster” — 
but no more than your typical date 
movie.

The film’s original title was ac-
tually Friends with Benefits, but that 
title was used for another eerily-
similar film to be released in July of 
2011. Mila Kunis and Justin Timber-
lake will try to one-up Portman and 
Kutcher in what appears to be the 
same film, with a few subtle differ-
ences.

No Strings Attached, starring 
Natalie Portman and Ashton 
Kutcher, opens January 21.

>> NO STRINGS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Maybe you just can’t stop Nipsey 
Hussle. As he deals with label drama 
and a freshman class that continues 
to make noise around him, Nipsey 
Hussle continues to put out quality 
music.    

 On the opener, “Love,” Nipsey 
shows he isn’t playing around. This 
is, in fact, a marathon. He raps, “I’m 
out here on a mission and I’m all 
alone/Far from where I’m goin’ and 
I’m far from home.” 

Nipsey Hussle
The Marathon
Ihussle.com

By MICHAEL MESSING
Staff Writer

You can tell that the industry 
politics have made him a stron-
ger, wiser artist. Even though his 
debut album was never released, 
Nipsey Hussle hasn’t changed and 
he hasn’t forgotten about the style 
that made him who he is. 

Take “Blue Laces,” Nipsey’s 
ode to the gang he reps and the 
color of his shoe strings. Nipsey 
doesn’t idolize the gang culture 
that has plagued the streets of 
Los Angeles, but does speak from 
the inside about the struggle and 
how it really is. It’s obvious that 
Nipsey’s goal isn’t to glorify but 
instead to open eyes: “Shoot out 
with no aim/So they know yo’ 
name/‘Cause where yo’ mama 
paid rent that was yo’ gang/So 
when yo’ homeboy bled that was 
yo’ pain/And if y’all both catch 
a case you don’t say no names/
That’s just the code of the color of 
my shoe strings.” 

What makes Nipsey Hussle a 
winner is how versatile he is, how 
he can flow over so many differ-
ent beats so effortlessly. On The 
Marathon Nipsey raps over songs 
by Fabolous, Curren$y and Wiz 
Khalifa, Kanye West and even 
Pretty Ricky, but none of it ever 
sounds forced. Nipsey is able to 
get his thug, gang-banging brava-
do across with ease, no matter the 
soundtrack.  

The Marathon is better than 
most of the rap albums released in 
2010 — it’s too bad we have to con-
tinue to wait for Nipsey’s full LP.  

offer on Dungeon Dots rests happily 
in a Bermuda Triangle of categories 
— a place you might never come back 
from. 

>> AIR WAVES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15



On Jan. 15 in the Student Center 
Ballroom, WRAS 88.5, the Georgia 
State  student-run radio station, cel-
ebrated its 40th year of success with 
current workers and alumni. 

WRAS is the most powerful stu-
dent-run station in the United States 
because the station is 300,000 watts. 
WRAS has won numerous awards 
in Creative Loafing’s Best of Atlanta 
Contest since the mid 80’s. The sta-
tion has also been included in two 
clues on the game show Jeopardy!

Jeff Walker, the WRAS Opera-
tions Manager, attributes their suc-
cess to hard work. 

“We’ve been successful for one 
main reason […] our students are ded-
icated to being responsible broad-
casters first,” Walker said. “We’ve 
had 40 years of excellent manage-
ment who have selected great music 
and created wonderful specialty pro-
grams to serve a very diverse audi-
ence.”

Current students seem to share 
Walker’s excitement and confidence 
about WRAS. Tyler McGoff, current 
general manager, calls his work at the 
station “gratifying.” Like many other 
WRAS volunteers, McGoff was a fan 
of the station before attending Geor-
gia State.

Cecily Carson, current news di-
rector and host of “The Hub,” says 
WRAS is a “staple of both the college 
and local community.” Her co-work-
er Nikki Brown, current urban music 
director and host of “The Rhythm 
and Vibe Show,” likes working at the 

station because volunteers are able 
to hold “important positions as stu-
dents” and at the same time be “cre-
ative and innovative.”

Current music director and host 
of “The Blues Show,” Patrick Burnett, 
likes that WRAS plays, “music that 
doesn’t get played anywhere else.”

The alumni that attended the 
celebration attributed much of their 
success to their work at WRAS. 
Many alumni say their co-workers 
were like a tight-knit family. Some 
met their husbands and wives at the 
station, some made lifelong friends, 
and some acquired their dream jobs 
because of their work at WRAS. 

Shachar Oren, former program 
director and host of “Friday Morn-
ing Jive Time,” is now the CEO and 
Founder of his own company, Neu-
rotic Media. Brian McGreevy, for-
mer DJ, since working at WRAS, 
has worked for the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution and the Wall Street Jour-
nal. Jennifer Stephens host of “Goth 
Show,” now works in production 
with Adult Swim. Millie De Chiciro, 
former general manager and music 
director, is now the assistant pro-
gramming manager at Turner Clas-
sic Movies. They all remember their 
time at WRAS as great training for 
future work.

Laura Hynes-Keller, the pr di-
rector and host of “Flashback” says 
WRAS, “enabled [her] to transition 
into a professional PR role at a record 
label” when she landed a job at Tom-
my Boy Records. At the record com-
pany, Hynes-Keller helped get Tupac 
his first interviews. She also remem-
bers interviewing James Brown and 

By KENDALL HARRIS
Staff Writer
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WRAS 40th anniversary sparks station nostalgia

Elvis Costello at WRAS.
The first WRAS Program Direc-

tor, Jim Atkinson, and the man who 
executed the first broadcast, Dale 
Bennett, were also in attendance at 
the 40th anniversary. Bennett re-
members playing George Harrison’s 
“My Sweet Lord” on the first WRAS 
broadcast. He remembers interview-
ing Alice Cooper, who insisted on 
bringing his beer and a 12-foot boa 

constrictor with him to the interview. 
WRAS brought love and long-

time friendship for some volunteers. 
Alan Moore, former Productions Di-
rector and host of “Swing Shift”, at-
tributes meeting his fiancée to WRAS 
and remembers their 1996 April Fools 
joke at WRAS when they announced 
the station would now only be play-
ing swing music. He recalls many 
phone calls from outraged, thrilled, 

or amused WRAS listeners. 
Jez Dewolff, former assistant 

program director, music director, and 
general manager married a frequent 
caller of the station and is now a mar-
keting manager at Adult Swim. 

Current workers and WRAS 
alumni share a gratefulness for 
their time at the station, the lifelong 
friendships they made, and the expe-
rience they gained from their work.

ANGEL R. WHITE | SIGNAL
Operations manager, Jeff Walker, interviews WRAS alumni live at their 40th anniversary celebration.

Political science major Jean-
nelly Castro made herself home in 
an Alsatian castle for four months 
last semester while studying abroad 
in France. The experience may seem 
like a fairytale to some, but for Jean-
nelly the decision was both partial 
and promising. 

“I always knew I wanted to 
study abroad in either central or 
South America,” Castro said. “I had 
no intentions of traveling to [Eu-
rope].”

Castro speaks Spanish fluently 
and wanted to live where she under-
stood the language and culture of in-
digenous people.

The idea to visit France was 
first presented to her during a class 
lecture. Skeptical about the overseas 
trip, she met with her professor–the 
department chair of political sci-
ence at Georgia State – to learn more 
about it. After careful consideration, 
she chose to take the chance. 

“I asked myself, ‘How many 

people are granted opportunities like 
this one?’ I’m a first-generation col-
lege student, so no one in my family 
has ever been given the chance to see 
the other side of the world. I went for 
it.”

A Miami native, Castro grew 
to appreciate the culturally diverse 
climate in Atlanta. She honed her 
interests in world politics through 
coursework with a concentration in 
international affairs.

She put her passion for working 
with people and exploring different 
cultures into practice as an Inter-
cultural Ambassador and Campus 
Pals peer mentor. Studying abroad 
allowed her to come closer to her 
dream of becoming a diplomat to 
represent the U.S. in its embassies 
around the world.

Study abroad programs are a 
progressive means to create world 
citizens and internationalize the uni-
versity in an era of globalization. For 
Castro, finding a program was an im-
perative career move.

“My classmates and I went on 
excursions and took classes at the 

University of Strasbourg that taught 
us about European Identity,” she 
said. “That’s a lesson I couldn’t learn 
sitting in a classroom. I didn’t know 
anything about European politics 
when I arrived in France, but during 
the term I became more aware. Now, 
when I hear something on the news 
about the European Union, I under-
stand what’s happening.”

Her journey to a new land was 
also one of self-discovery.

“First and foremost, I learned 
about myself. I learned my weakness-
es, my strengths, who I truly am.”

While Castro described the 
hardest part of spending a semester 
abroad as being away from family and 
friends, she explained that financing 
the expenses was difficult as well.

She reached out to her family, 
who lent their emotional and finan-
cial support. A close friend and fel-
low university student wired money 
to her personal account as a gift mid-
way through her trip.

Georgia State provides several 

Study abroad shapes student experiences
By COURTNEY BOYD
Staff Writer

JEANNELLY CASTRO
International affairs student Jeannelly Castro greets friends before 
France’s famous Eiffel Tower.

SEE STUDY ABROAD, PAGE 19
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Student Activity Fee Funding for Fiscal Year 2012 
The Student Activity Fee Committee (SAFC) has released budget request forms and instructions 
for the fiscal year 2012 ( July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012) Student Activity Fee budget request 
process and the Student Activity Fee Overview document, which lists restrictions placed on the 
expenditure of fee funds.   

This allocation process applies only to the allocation of Student Activity Fee funds assigned to 
the Diversity and University-Wide Fee Councils, which fund a wide range of chartered student 
organizations and services not served by other Fee Councils handling other programming 
categories. This is not the process used by the various colleges to allocate funds to chartered 
student organizations whose mission or membership is closely related to their degree programs 
i.e., Chemistry Club, History Society, Social Work Club, etc.  Please visit your college Dean’s 
Office for further information about their funding process. This process is also not associated 
with other fees for Athletics, Transportation, Health, Recreation, International Education, and the 
Student Center.  If you are unsure as to which funding process applies to your organization, 
please direct all questions to Jeff Walker, Director, Student Affairs Business Operations at 
404.413.1521 or Shantavia Reid, Business Manager II, at 404.413.1522. Both are located in 
the Office of the Dean of Students in room 300 Student Center.  The Dean of Students Office is 
the official source for information on this process all inquiries should be directed to our office. 

Budget application instructions and forms are available on the web at: 
http://www.gsu.edu/deanofstudents (the FY 2012 Budget Request Forms are listed under the 
Student Fees section)

Please do not change the format of the request form, as the committees need to be able to 
locate data quickly among all the forms they review. 

Applications will be accepted beginning Monday, December 6, 2010 and must be submitted 
by Friday, February 4, 2011, at 5:15pm to the Office of the Dean of Students, Room 300 
Student Center.  Late applications will not be accepted.

This January, University Career 
Services is encouraging students 
to “spring into action” and find out 
what kind of career they are really 
passionate about.

Career Services is hosting many 
events this month, emphasizing ca-
reers in health and human sciences 
on Jan. 25 and Jan. 27. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 25 and Thurs-
day, Jan. 27, there will be career chats 
in room 245 University Center in-
volving health and human sciences.

On Jan. 25, there will be a Man-
agement Job Fair in Dahlberg Hall 
and between 25 and 30 employers 
will attend to recruit and search for 
students who work hard, have good 
social skills, and are prepared to learn 
and grow in the work environment.

“Employers are really looking 
for these ‘employability skills,’” said 
Dr. Kevin Gaw, director of Career 
Services. “We coach students about 
these things.”

Besides teaching students how 
to acquire the kinds of skills employ-
ers look for, Career Services are fo-
cused on finding out what students 
really want to do for the rest of their 
lives. 

“We’re not into, ‘this is what 
you’ll be good at,’” said Dr. Gaw. “In-

stead, we look for areas of shared 
values and interest in the workforce, 
exploring what may or may not work 
for [the students].”

Career Services helps students 
who have changed their major sever-
al times find a major that suits them 
best. They help students who have 
no idea what they want to do, or are 
pressured by their parents to follow 
the “family career.”

There are three trained career 
counselors who help students dis-
cover their passion, prepare for in-
terviews, and give assessments. 

Once students figure out what 
they want to do, Career Services 
helps them connect with recruiters.

“We work will all types of re-
cruiters,” said Dr. Gaw. “[Including] 
military and graduate schools.” Ap-
proximately 80 percent of graduate 
and professional schools from all 
over the United States and the Ca-
ribbean are recruiting students from 
Georgia State for their programs. 

“Georgia State is producing can-
didates for graduate and professional 
school; it’s like a new era,” said Dr. 
Gaw.

Career Services also works 
with recruiting for entry-level train-
ing programs, which guide students 
on how to learn the particular busi-
ness of the recruiter. These types of 
recruiters look for great customer 

service and work experience during 
college. 

“Students will train for one year 
to 14 months, which is a much faster 
pace than if you applied for the job,” 
said Ramona Simien, assistant di-
rector of Career Services and head 
of Employer Relations. “This way, 
students do not compete with more 
seasoned professionals.” These are 
most often government, non-profit, 

or corporate programs.
Apart from recruitment and job 

fairs, students can find job opportu-
nities on Panther Career Net, a ser-
vice that can be found at www.gsu.
edu/career/panther_career_net.html 
and is free for all Georgia State stu-
dents. This lists jobs both on and off 
campus. Students can use this useful 
tool to find out what kind of employ-
ment opportunities are available.

Career Services also provides 
help with preparation for job inter-
views and creating résumés.

“Explore every event and build 
you ‘brand,’” said Ms. Simien. 

For more information about 
University Career Services and up-
coming events, visit www.gsu.edu/
career or visit Career Services at 260 
University Center.

Career Services helps 
students ‘spring into action’
By LAURA APPERSON
Staff Writer

ANGEL R. WHITE | SIGNAL
Associate director Angela Walker provides assitance at Career Services in resume building and job 
preparation.
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Campus Events

Want to see your event in this space? Contact Angel White 
at signalliving@gmail.com with your event’s name, time, 
date, location and a brief description of the event. All events 
listed in the Campus Events calendar must either take place 
on campus or be produced by a Georgia State-affiliated 
organization.

TUESDAY, JAN. 25

International Student Volunteers Informational 
Meetings
Selected participants will have the opportunity to travel with a group 
of students from all over the world on volunteer projects and adventure 
tours to either Australia, New Zealand, Costa Rica, Eduador, the 
Dominican Republic, Thailand and Africa.
Student Center Room 230 // 18+ years old // 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Guest Artist: Nathan Dishman
Free recital featuring Dr. Nathan Dishman, instructor of trombone at 
the University of Virginia.
Florence Kopleff Recital Hall // 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 26

Project Empty Bowls
This interactive event is designed to educate participants on some of 
the hunger issues that face the world and the Atlanta Community. The 
program strives to educate participants and encourage discussion on 
how we can make changes to improve our local community.
Student Room 320 // 5:00 - 6:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, JAN. 27

Paper Trail: The Art of Taking Dynamic Lecture Notes
Although your professor mentions what is on the test, you don’t have 
to write every world down. Instead, find out how to distinguish critical 
from trivial information and how to do all this without cramping your 
hand. Effective note-taking enhances your learning and makes studying 
for exams easier! 
Lanier Suite Student Center // 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.

Special Guest Speaker: Charlayne Hunter-Gault
Charlayne Hunter-Gault, the first black woman to attend the University 
of Georgia, will be the featured speaker at the Georgia State University 
Division of Student Affairs, Office of Educational Opportunity and 
TRIO Programs Annual Cultural Event.
Speaker’s Auditorium // 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, JAN. 28

Community Service Projects
The office of Civic Engagement invites you to join us for an afternoon 
of community service in downtown Atlanta. Anyone interested in 
participating should contact the Office of Civic Engagement at 404-413-
1550.
Student Center Room 320 // 12:30 - 4:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, JAN. 29

Double Reed Day Concert
Guest Artists Martin Schuring (oboe) of Arizona State University and 
Jeffrey Lyman (bassoon) of the University of Michigan perform a free 
recital in culmination of 2011 Double Reed Day. Peter Marshall, piano.
Florence Kopleff Recital Hall // 3:00 p.m. // Free

MONDAY, JAN. 24

Relition in the News Coffee Hour with Dr. David Sehat
Join us for free coffee with some of the U niversity’s most thoughtful 
faculty as they join us for informal conversation about religion and 
today’s news.
34 Peachtree Street Building // 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Shirley Sherrod, civil rights ac-
tivist and former rural developer for 
the United States Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA), was chosen as the 
keynote speaker for the 28th annual 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Convoca-
tion. The Georgia native received na-
tional attention when an excerpt of a 
speech she presented to the NAACP 
was described as having racial under-
tones.  She was forced to resign, but 
was later offered another position 
with the USDA after the full video 
was released and she was cleared of 
all allegations. Sherrod rejected the 
offer, and since the incident, she is 
continuing her fight to suppress the 
ongoing racism and classicism divid-
ing America through initiatives and 
projects.

How did your past involvement as 
an organizer for the Student Non-
Violent Coordinating Committee 
[SNCC] help shape your percep-
tion on race relation in America?

When your working with SNCC and 
working on your community issues, 
you get to see even more of what’s 
wrong in this country and it makes 
you work hard to try to make a differ-
ence. When I made a commitment to 
stay and work, it meant it wasn’t for 
one month or even one year and now 
it has been over 40 years.

With your vast involvement with 
non-profit, what advice can you 

give those individuals interested 
in working with non-profit?

You won’t get rich, but you can have 
a fulfilling life working and helping 
others.  There is no other feeling I 
can think of at any other job I have 
had that has felt better than know-
ing that I helped somebody or that I 
helped somebody save a home or that 
I helped somebody get some food to 
eat or that I helped a child get into 
college. And therefore, that is gong to 
lead to a better life for the family, but 
non-profit is good work and you can 
have a major impact -- you won’t go 
hungry.

With the controversy that sur-
rounded your situation with An-
drew Breitbart, what is your take 
on the influence of the media on 
public opinion?

My situation is an example of what 
the media can do. That’s why when 
I first became aware that the tape ex-
isted, I knew right away that it could 
really be awful. I worried a bit, but 
when things start happening you re-
alize you have to do what you have to 
do. In the end, it was the right thing 
to do. That is why in the end, I didn’t 
have to worry as I pulled through it 
because I try to do the right thing 
with everyone and every body, and 
that is why I had nothing to hide.

Did that exemplify how easily the 
media influences people or how an 
entire situation can be flipped?

Well, you know I know that there are 
people who have done right and done 
good and it turned out horrible, but 
everything worked so well in my situ-
ation. The white farmer was still liv-
ing [and] I probably would have had 
to work harder to get the truth out 
if the white farmer hadn’t stepped 
forward, but I didn’t even have to 
look for him. I had not talked to him 
in about 20 years, and when they 
saw my situation on the news, they 
started calling CNN and [the farmer] 
didn’t even know they were the white 
farmer, but they knew they were one 
and they were willing to step forward 
and say what I did for them and I had 
others call and they told what I had 
done for them as well.

What future projects or initiatives 
will you be tackling in the near fu-
ture?

In the local area, we are try to devel-
op a whole farmer’s market and there 
are so many working together with 
the Georgia Coalition and what’s 
so great about it this time around is 
there are white and blacks, elected 
officials and non-elected officials all 
working together. I continue to work 
with the other projects I have started 
I helped try to move the commercial 
kitchen to get even more businesses 
working out of there and just making 
Georgia better. I tell everyone where 
and I live and I try to work hard to 
make it better, and there are probably 
some other things I will do nationally 
-- I just don’t have them all worked 
out in my mind.
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By ANGEL R. WHITE
Campus Life Editor

options to help students fund their 
travel costs. Scholarships, state and 
federal financial aid and fundraisers 
make the opportunity feasible for 
many.

In recent years, the rate of stu-
dents entering study aboard pro-
grams in University System of Geor-

gia schools has declined. Education 
leaders attributed the drop to the 
economic depression, which called 
for cuts in the state’s education bud-
get.

“It’s disappointing and unfortu-
nate to hear that others aren’t able to 
seize the opportunity while earning 
their degrees,” Castro said.

She believes her experiences 
shaped her character in amazing 

ways, and was the best adventure she 
has taken.

“People are always interested 
in my stories about France. I think 
[studying abroad] is a wonderful pro-
gram. If you get the chance to see an-
other part of the world, take it. Meet 
new people, enjoy the moments as 
they come, and try new things. Life is 
short; smell the roses while you can!”

>> STUDY ABROAD
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17
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Campus Events

CAMPUS EVENTS
Distinguished Speaker Series

www.gsu.edu/studentevents

Alton Brown
Food Network Star and Host of Good Eats

Tuesday, February 8

F.W. de Klerk
Former South African President 

During Dismantling of Apartheid
Thursday, February 17

3 p.m., Student Center Ballroom 

Styles Spacing Lists

Campus Events

CAMPUS EVENTS
www.gsu.edu/studentevents

GSU Night at the Aquarium
Featuring expanded Cold Water Quest Gallery

Friday, February 18, 6-11 p.m.
Georgia Aquarium

Buy tickets early for discounts!
$10 through Feb. 3

$15 Feb. 4-17
$20 on Feb. 18

Tickets on sale at www.rialtocenter.org, 
Student Center Information Desk and, 
after Jan. 19, the University Bookstore.

Family and friends welcome. 
Children under 2 free.

Free campus parking and shuttles. 

Alton Brown.jpg

FREE!

COURTYARD SERIES
Student Center, First Floor

12:30-1:30 p.m.

Jessie Payo, Acoustic Pop
Thursday, January 27

Nick Motil, Acoustic
Thursday, February 3

Campus Events Seeks Volunteers
First Volunteer Meeting

Tuesday, February 1, 4 p.m.
Lanier Suite, Student•University Center

Day MonthWeek

Home

Work

Untitled

January 2011
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

2 

1
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2 3 4
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all-day

8  AM

9  AM

10  AM

11  AM

1  PM

2  PM

3  PM

4  PM

5  PM

6  PM

7  PM

Noon

5

http://gsu.orgsync.com

Student Organization Fair

location Ballroom
 Student Center
date Thursday, January 27
from 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m.

Next Month:
Organization Roundtable

location Golden Key Conf. Room
 Student Center
date Thursday, February 3
from Noon
to 1 p.m.
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Leadership Development

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
www2.gsu.edu/leadership

Get Your Brain in Shape with Critical Thinking
Wednesday, January 26, Noon
Lucerne Suite, Student Center

Critical thinking is essential to effective leadership.
It is a process that helps you process information 
and make good decisions. Learn ways to develop 

this important skill.

Leading for Change:
Making a Difference in a Diverse World

Thursday, January 27, 1 p.m.
Lucerne Suite, Student Center

What does it mean to be a leader? Can anybody be one? 
This overview session will introduce you to a new way 

of thinking about leadership and the role that you 
can play in making a positive change in the world.

The Power of a Promise: Reliability in Leadership
Tuesday, February 1, 11 a.m.
Lucerne Suite, Student Center

As student leaders, we often find ourselves involved 
in several organizations. We strive to be great leaders 

and often say “yes” to too much. This session will 
examine the power of making fewer commitments 

and fulfilling them to the best of your ability.
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Spotlight

SPOTLIGHT PROGRAMS BOARD
www.gsu.edu/spotlight

Director Applications
Applications are available for Spotlightʼs 

Executive Director and Homecoming Director positions 
in 380 Student Center. The submission deadline 

is Friday, February 11.

SAVE THE DATE
Panthers on Ice

Thursday, January 27, Centennial Olympic Park
Tickets available at the Student Center Information Desk. 

Free for the first 500 people.
Panther Prowl – “Itʼs a Jersey Shore Thing”

Friday, January 28, 8 p.m., Student Center

Spring Locker Rentals
Lockers may be rented on 
a first-come, first-served 

basis from the 
Student•University Center 

for use through 
May 4, 2011.
To apply, visit 

360 Student Center.

Information Sessions for
Student Leadership Positions
in Campus Events, Spotlight, 

Lead Team and Student Media
Tuesday, February 1, Noon-1 p.m.

Sinclair Suite, Student Center

Thursday, February 3, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
230 University Center

Styles Spacing Lists

http://www.gsu.edu/studentcenter
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