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Reuben’s Deli is one of several locations off-
campus now accepting PantherCash.

Starting this semester, several area businesses will 
now be taking PantherCash as a valid form of payment. 

According to Auxiliary Services, PantherCash 
will now be accepted at CVS near Five Points MARTA 
station along with five other non-campus restaurants, 
including Greek Gyros and Pizza, Bell Street Burritos, 
Ruben’s Deli, Ciao Bocca and Papa Johns. 

According to James Dutton, president of the Stu-
dent Government Association, the idea to extend Pan-
therCash beyond the confines of campus to outside 
businesses came from studying similar programs at the 
University of Georgia and Georgia Tech. 

“They have their own PantherCash idea, and they 
can use it anywhere in Athens or anywhere in mid-
town,” Dutton said. “You know, they’re doing this. Why 
aren’t we doing this?”

According to Dutton, the SGA pushed the idea to 
Auxiliary Services last summer, who eventually laid 
the framework for area businesses to adopt the cur-
rency. 

However, the efforts to expand PantherCash were 
originally stymied by somewhat high initial investment 
costs for businesses purchasing the hardware neces-
sary to process PantherCards as well as higher usage 
fees from the managing company, Blackboard Inc. 

Like a debit card, PantherCash uses a student’s 
I.D. card to access stored funds when swiped through 
a special machine which processes the payment. 

As with similar systems for companies like Visa, 

SEE PANTHERCASH, PAGE 4

PantherCash now 
accepted beyond 
campus
By CHRIS SHATTUCK
Opinions Editor

The Georgia State Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA) conducted its first 
Senate meeting of the Spring semester, Jan. 
27. 

The SGA confirmed Elise Laplante, 
former College of Arts and Sciences Sena-
tor, by a 17 to 2 vote as the new Executive 
Vice President. 

The SGA also confirmed four new 
senators: Brandon Savransky, a freshman 
Exercise Science major, Janelle Zingaro, a 
freshman Early Childhood Education ma-
jor, Brianna Bradshaw, a junior Pre-Nursing 
major, and Danielle Kleiman, a sophomore.

Academic Affairs Committee Report
The Vice President of Academic Af-

fairs, Larry Heath, gave the Academic Af-
fairs Committee report to the Senate. The 
Academic Affairs Committee is currently 
working with the administration to push 

Spring Break to the first week of March in-
stead of the last week of February. 

“They are now strongly considering 
pushing it back to the first week [of March],” 
said Heath. 

Heath also reported that he had met 
with Kristian Serrano, the web specialist for 
Panther Access to Web Services (P.A.W.S) to 
help students with registering for classes. 

“We can make a web link so that you’ll 
be able to see instructors’ [syllabi] prior to 
and during registration… You should be able 
to know things like a teacher’s grade scale, 
attendance policies…while you’re register-
ing for classes,” said Heath. 

The Academic Affairs Committee has 
also been working with the Office of Aca-
demic Advisement to help simplify which 
academic advisor and office students should 
be going to for advisement.

“You should be able to look at GoSO-
LAR and…get a link to find out who your 
advisor is based on your program and your 
department,” said Heath. 

The Academic Affairs Committee is 
also cooperating with the Career Services 
Center, the Alumni Association and the 
College of Arts and Sciences’ Major Matters 
Program to plan an Educational and Career 
Symposium. The Symposium will allow stu-
dents to network with alumni, internship 
programs and study abroad programs. 

“It’s just a good opportunity to use both 
our alumni and our students’ experience to 
be able to market awesome internships, ex-
ternships and study abroad programs,” said 
Heath. 

According to Heath, the Academic Af-
fairs Committee will continue to work on 
these projects for the next week.

Heath’s goals for the following weeks 
include continuing the planning of the Edu-
cational and Career Symposium, working 
with his committee in legislation develop-
ment, attend a student informational meet-
ing hosted by Dr. Richard Heller of the Stu-

SGA plans for new programs and members
By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor

On Jan. 21, a Georgia State student was 
robbed at gunpoint walking north on Pied-
mont Ave. 

According to the University Campus 
Alert the student was approached by a dark 
colored vehicle shortly after leaving the Stu-
dent Recreation Center. The driver pointed 
a dark colored handgun at the student and 
demanded his wallet. The driver took $7 
and drove off.  There were no injuries re-
ported. 

The driver of the vehicle was report-
edly a black male wearing a ski mask. 

No arrests have been made and the po-
lice have not identified the suspect and do 
not have a clear description of the vehicle. 

The case is currently still under in-
vestigation. The Investigations Unit of the 
University Police is looking through sur-
veillance footage in an effort to identify the 
car. According to Sgt. David Hickey, of the 
Investigations Unit, the police will continue 
to work on a case while there are still leads.

“We work a case until we run out of all 
active leads,” said Hickey. 

There have been a frequent number of 
robberies reported on campus in the past 
few months, but according to Sgt. Kristal 
Perkins of the Crime Prevention Unit the 
Georgia State community is not specifically 
being targeted. 

“Crimes occur everywhere and most 
of these crimes are crimes of opportunity. 
Someone may see a student walking alone at 
night and take advantage of the situation,” 

said Perkins.
To prevent students from becoming 

victims Perkins encourages that students 
walk in groups of two or three when out 
at night and stay in well lit areas. She also 
believes students should not carry large 
amounts of cash and if necessary students 
should take advantage of the Police Escort. 

Perkins also encourages students to be 
aware of their surroundings so they are less 
likely to become victims. 

“We take every report seriously. We 
don’t tolerate our students being victim-

ized,” said Perkins. 
However, if after taking precautions a 

student is approached by a hostile individ-
ual Perkins says that students should give 
the person what they are asking for because 
their life is more important. 

If you have any information regarding 
this incident you can contact the Georgia 
State Police at 404-413-2100 or the Police 
Tip Line at 404-413-3211.  

A safety escort can be requested by 
calling the Georgia State Police at 404-413-
2100. 

Georgia State student robbed at gunpoint

MIRANDA SAIN | SIGNAL
A student was involved in an armored robbery on Jan. 21 while walking north on 
Piedmont Ave.

By MISHALL REHMAN
Staff Writer

SEE SGA, PAGE 5
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Under Gov. Nathan Deal’s pro-
posed budget, students may see a tu-
ition increase by up to 30 percent. 

Board of Regents Chancellor 
Erroll Davis announced that tuition 
will increase next fall, but said it’s too 
soon to say how much it will be. 

“If I were a betting person, 
would I expect there to be a tuition 
increase? I would say yes,” Davis said.

The state faces a $1 billion bud-
get shortfall for the coming fiscal 
year due to a lack of federal stimulus 
bill money.  

“Even though there are some 
signs of economic recovery, I do not 
believe we should spend additional 
revenue,” Deal said. “Many politi-
cians have long talked about reducing 
the size of government. My friends, 
we are doing it.”

The University System of Geor-
gia would see its funding cut by 
almost 10 percent, or about $300 
million. These increases come after 
tuition increases by as much as 16 
percent at some schools this academ-
ic year.

Students, however, are not hap-
py about the increases.

“I am hopeful these proposals 

won’t go into effect in the fall,” said 
Ben Carter, a Georgia State fresh-
man. “Tuition is already so expensive 
if you don’t have HOPE. I think some 
students wouldn’t be able to afford 
it.”

Last weekend, students from 
Georgia Students for Public Higher 
Education had a daylong conference 
in Athens to discuss proposed legisla-
tion and its issues.

“The tuition hike is a problem 
because we have in the past two years 
because of the economy, repeated 
cuts to the public sector,” said Hira 

In light of the tragedies at Tuc-
son and Virginia Tech, the nation is 
questioning the mental health of its 
college students. 

Many colleges face coping with 
these issues on limited resources and 
a steadily increasing need for mental 
health services for their student bod-
ies.

“What you’re really doing is de-
ciding, ‘Where do I want to make the 
mistakes? Do I want to be over-broad 
in protecting civil liberties or over-
broad in protecting safety?’” said 
Steven McDonald, general counsel 
for the Rhode Island School of De-
sign and an expert on student privacy 
laws and campus safety. “And you’re 
never going to get it exactly right.”

Dr. Jill Lee Barber, Director of 
Psychological and Health Services at 
Georgia State’s Counseling and Test-
ing Center, echoed this sentiment 
when asked about Loughner’s missed 
diagnosis.

“There is a great of speculation 
in the media regarding Mr. Lough-
ner’s diagnosis and the actions tak-
en. Without actually meeting Mr. 
Loughner and having an assessment, 
it is impossible to know what his di-
agnosis actually may be or what the 
preventative measures may have 
been,” said Dr. Lee-Barber.

Georgia State for its part offers 
several programs aimed at helping 
students deal with the stress and 
anxiety that comes with the transi-
tion from adolescence to adulthood. 
One of these, the Mind-Body Pro-
gram is offered, through the Georgia 

State Counseling and Testing Center.
The program seeks to “to im-

prove and promote well-being of 
Georgia State students through ser-
vices focused on development of 
stress management and general cop-
ing skills,” according to the program’s 
website. 

“GSU has a full service Counsel-
ing and Testing Center that is avail-
able free of charge to enrolled stu-
dents.  If anyone at GSU is concerned 
about the behavior of a student, the 
person should contact the Georgia 
State University Office of the Dean 
of Students so that appropriate as-
sistance can be obtained.  Most im-
portantly, if anyone believes there is 
an immediate safety concern, they 
should call the GSU police,” said Dr. 
Lee-Barber.

According to reports, in the 

weeks before the Tucson shootings, 
Jared Lee Loughner researched fa-
mous assassinations and death pen-
alty rulings for convicted murderers. 

“It [Loughner’s internet re-
search] indicates he not only knew 
right from wrong, but he also knew 
shooting someone, assassinating 
someone, carried significant conse-
quences,” said John Zwerling, a de-
fense lawyer who is not involved in 
the Loughner case. “And it also adds 
to the premeditation aspect to this. 
What it shows is he wanted to do a 
political act and was willing to pay 
the consequences.”

However, videos posted to You-
Tube by the alleged gunman and 
statements from former classmates 
paint a different picture of the now 
infamous Loughner. 

According to The Telegraph, 

Loughner was suspended from Pima 
Community College last September 
following the discovery of a Youtube 
video in which Loughner “ranted 
against the college. 

Many of Loughner’s classmates 
at Pima Community College recalled 
him being “obviously disturbed” 
when describing his behavior to au-
thorities.

 “He disrupted class frequently 
with nonsensical outbursts,” said 
Lynda Sorenson, a former classmate 
of Loughner’s.

Despite the various red flags, 
Loughner was left to his own devices 
and now lives for the moment at least 
in the nation’s collective conscious. 

BOB ANDRES
Students protest impending tuition hikes during a Georgia Students for Public Higher Education rally.

Georgia’s college students can 
expect a tuition increase next fall
By JESSICA MORRIS
Staff Writer

The committee responsible for 
finding the next University System 
of Georgia chancellor announced 
on Jan. 21 that it has identified 
strong candidates and expects to 
officially announce the new chan-
cellor by early May.

“A superb pool is shaping up,” 
said Susan Herbst, a committee 
member. “It is important that the 
next chancellor be willing to un-
derstand and learn about Georgia, 
but we must remember that we can 
learn from other states. The regents 
said they want a mix of candidates 
to choose from.”

Herbst said that the Georgia 
Board of Regents will review about 
20 candidates. The 21-member 
committee responsible for selecting 
the 20 candidates will interview six 
to 10 semifinalists in March. These 
finalists will be narrowed to three 
to five who will be interviewed in 
April. 

Current Georgia Board of Re-
gents Chancellor Erroll Davis is set 
to retire at the end of June when his 
contract expires. 

The candidate pool includes 
college presidents and high ranking 
university position holders along 
with people with a background in 
government, business and industry, 
Herbst said. 

According to Herbst, the 
committee is facing staunch com-
petition from college presidency 
searches in other states.

Davis pledged a five-year com-
mitment, starting in 2006, to the 
Board of Regents. 

After Nathan Deal was elected 
in November, Davis announced he 
would step down because the new 

Tucson tragedy brings attention to collegiate mental health
By BENJAMIN BURTON JR.
Associate News Editor

SEE TUITION, PAGE 4

New chancellor to be 
named in early May

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF GEORGIA
Chancellor Erroll Davis will be 
retiring.

governor and chancellor need a 
strong working relationship and 
the entrance of a new governor 
seemed like the appropriate time.

Chancellor Erroll Davis earns 
$572,000 a year, including a hous-
ing allowance and deferred com-
pensation.

The Georgia Board of Regents 
also gained a new board member at 
the beginning of January. 

In one of his first acts as gover-
nor, Deal appointed Philip Wilheit 
to the Board of Regents. 

Wilheit, 66, has served on 
Deal’s campaigns for the last 28 
years as treasurer. He also served 
on former Gov. Sonny Perdue’s 
Economic Development Commis-
sion. He is the president of Wilheit 
Packaging and Marketing Images. 

Wilheit will be filling in for 
Felton Jenkins, who died Jan. 1. 

By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor
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JANUARY 19, 2011

KELL HALL: Officers arrested a Non-Georgia State individual 
for Robbery by Sudden Snatching and Obstruction of Law 
Enforcement. At 12:20 a.m. Officers were advised by a 
Non-Georgia State individual that an unknown individual 
snatched money from his hand and ran from the area. Officers 
apprehended the individual after a brief foot chase. He was 
arrested, processed and transported to Fulton County Jail.

ARTS & HUMANITIES: A report was filed for Theft. The 
complainant, a Georgia State faculty member, stated at 12:36 
p.m. she noticed various items were missing from an unsecured 
room. The case is being handled by Investigations. 

LOFTS PARKING DECK: A report was filed for Entering Auto. 
The complainant, a Georgia State student stated, on January 
15, 2011 at 12:00 p.m.  she noticed her parking pass was missing 
from her vehicle. The case is being handled by Investigations.

CENTRAL PARKING/JOHN WESLEY DOBBS: A report was 
filed for Duty upon Striking an Unattended Vehicle. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated at 9:30 p.m. she 
noticed her vehicle was damaged on the passenger side. The 
case is be handled by Investigations.

JANUARY 21, 2011

UNIVERSITY COMMONS: Officers arrested two Georgia State 
students for Alcoholic Possession under 21 Years Old. At 12:00 
a.m. Officers confirmed the two individuals were under age 
and intoxicated. They were arrested, processed and released 
on a Copy of Charges.

STUDENT CENTER: A report was filed for Theft and Fraud. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated on January 18,2011 
at 6:30 p.m. he noticed his wallet containing various items was 
missing and he also confirmed two    unauthorized transactions 
on his bank card. The case is being handled by Investigations.

K PARKING DECK: A report was filed for Entering Auto. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated at 7:00 p.m. she 
noticed her parking pass was missing from her vehicle. There 
were no signs of forced entry. The case is being handled by 
Investigations.

ARTS & HUMANITIES: Officers issued a Non-Georgia State 
individual a Criminal Trespass Warning. At 5:30 p.m. officers 
observed the individual loitering in the building. He was issued 
a C.T.W. and was escorted off campus without incident. 

UNIVERSITY CENTER: A report was filed for Theft. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated at 6:00 p.m. she 
noticed her backpack containing various items was missing. 
The case is being handled by Investigations. 

PIEDMONT AVE.: A report was filed for Armed Robbery. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated at 8:05 p.m. 
he was approached by a dark colored vehicle and the driver 
pointed a handgun at him and demanded money from his 
wallet. There were no injuries reported. The case is being 
handled by Investigations. 

JANUARY 24, 2011

STUDENT RECREATION CENTER: A report was filed for Theft. 
The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated on November 
29, 2010 at 2:00 p.m.  He noticed his backpack containing 
various items was missing. The case is being handled by 
Investigations. 

TURNER FIELD PARKING LOT: A report was filed for Duty 
upon Striking an Unattended Vehicle. The complainant, a 
Georgia State student, stated at 7:00 p.m. while backing his 
vehicle he struck an unoccupied vehicle. The case is being 
handled by Investigations. 
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As college tuition climbs and the 
United States lags behind many other 
countries in education, a new issue 
looms on the horizon. A recent Asso-
ciated Press article reported that 45 
percent of the college students stud-
ied in a survey show no real improve-
ment in critical thinking, complex 
reasoning and writing by the end of 
their sophomore year. 

The article uses a study pub-
lished by Richard Arum of New York 
University and Josipa Roksa of the 
University of Virginia in the book 
“Academically Adrift: Limited Learn-
ing on College Campuses.” For the 
study in question, over 3,000 under-
graduate students at 29 anonymous 
colleges and universities were polled. 
None of the students had below a 3.2 
GPA. 

In general, the trend toward 
less rigorous coursework and limited 
critical thinking development seems 
to be a reality at Georgia State. In or-
der to address these concerns, Geor-
gia State implemented its Critical 
Thinking through Writing courses. 
Since fall 2009, all incoming students 
are required to take two CTW cours-
es in order to graduate.

“It’s a response to employer 

needs, this renewed commitment 
to critical thinking skills at Georgia 
State,” said Dr. Gayle Nelson, profes-
sor of Applied Linguistics and for-
mer chair of the Applied Linguistics 
and English as a Second Language 
department. Currently, she directs 
a partnership program between the 
United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development, Higher Educa-
tion for Development and the Train-
ing, Internships, Exchanges and 
Scholarship Initiative with Univer-
sidad Pedgogica Nacional in Mexico 
City.

“I think what happens some-
times is that people confuse criti-
cal thinking with criticism, and of 
course they’re totally different con-
cepts,” she said.  

This may be a consequence of 
many factors. For example, the As-
sociated Press article noted an in-
creased focus on research by teach-
ers.  

“Everybody wants the prestige 
of conducting worthwhile research 
in academia. That’s something you 
see at a lot of different schools now,” 
said Dr. Stephanie Lindemann, also a 
professor of Applied Linguistics. Lin-
demann is a member of the American 
Association of Applied Linguists, the 
Linguistic Society of America and 
author of the 2005 International 

Journal of Applied Linguistics article 
“Who Speaks ‘Broken English’? US 
Undergraduates’ Perceptions of Non-
native English.”

Also to blame are increased 
social obligations by students, ac-
cording to Arum and Roksa. The 
study found that students who spent 
time studying alone and had heavier 
course loads that required more writ-
ing fared far better on the Collegiate 
Learning Assessment than students 
who studied in groups and were in-
volved in Greek life.  Social network-
ing sites have also become an issue.

Interestingly, the study found 
no correlation between activities 
such as working off-campus, partici-
pation in campus clubs or activities 
and learning results, either positive 
or negative. The Obama administra-
tion’s renewed commitment to edu-
cation and remaining educationally 
competitive globally are topics that 
the authors of the study address as 
well.  

“It’s not the case that giving out 
more credentials is going to make 
the U.S. more economically competi-
tive,” Arum said in an interview. “It 
requires academic rigor ... You can’t 
just get it through osmosis at these 
institutions.”

By BENJAMIN BURTON JR.
Associate News Editor

Study shows students do not learn 
in college in the first two years
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As a member of the Air Guard, you’ll develop the advanced skills 
you need to compete in today’s economy. And because you serve 
part-time, you can use your abilities to get ahead in your civilian 
career. All while receiving generous benefits, including:

• TUITION ASSISTANCE 
• STEADY PAYCHECK 
• AFFORDABLE HEALTH INSURANCE 
• MILITARY RETIREMENT PLAN

Most important, you’ll have the chance to serve your community 
and your country with pride. 

Keep our aircraft flying. 
Not to mention your career.

merchants must pay a transaction fee 
whenever a student elects to debit 
their account in this case from their 
student I.D.s loaded with Panther-
Cash.

Depending on the rate negoti-
ated with Blackboard, businesses pay 
anywhere from two to six percent, 
according to the Director of Informa-
tion Systems and PantherCard Pro-
gram, Russell Chiles. 

However, while only five res-
taurants currently take PantherCash, 
both Dutton and Chiles expect more 
off-campus businesses to come to ac-
cept it, although potential businesses 
must go through a process of selec-
tion first.

“We do plan to expand the list of 
merchants in the program, but have 
not yet finalized the next group to be 
added,“ Russell said. 

Some of these new businesses 
may include parking garages located 
around the campus but not affiliated 
with the university. 

To Dutton, if these local park-
ing garages accepted PantherCash, 
it would relieve some of the pressure 
on students to park only on Georgia 
State’s designated campus parking.

“This would sort of expand the 
horizons of those students, which 
would take some of the heat off M-
Deck and G-Deck for the rest of us 
that park there and have to wait in 
the lines, and sometimes it gets full. 
And so if you can expand those hori-
zons for those students, like, all of the 
sudden, we take off a lot of the bur-
den from being a direct cost for all the 
students,” Dutton said.

However, while other outside 
businesses begin to accept Panther-
Cash, it only makes sense for all of 
the Georgia State’s various commer-
cial enterprises to take it, according 
to Dutton.

Yet places like the student infor-
mation desk in the Student Center 
and the M-Deck parking area still 
only accept cash. 

“I should be able to buy a movie 
ticket, or a ticket to Six Flags or what-
ever, an aquarium ticket [at] the Wel-
come Center, the information desk, 
[or] the Student Center with my Pan-
therCash,” Dutton said.

Indeed, while most of the mon-

>> PANTHERCASH
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mahmood, a GSPHE member and 
Georgia State senior. “The gap 
between the economic crisis and the 
tuition increases keeps widening and 
it’s unfortunate that no one connects 
the two issues… Austerity measures 
means to cut back on luxuries. Things 
like public transportation and public 
education are not luxuries.”

The impending tuition hikes are 
occurring alongside serious troubles 
with the HOPE scholarship.

“What is happening is an attack 
on education,” said Mahmood. “We 
are tyring to mobilize students and 
get them to realize that now is the 
time for us to get involved. We have 
to have a regular presence at meet-
ings and hearings so they can see 
students’ faces when they talk about 
these cuts.”

GSPHE also discussed proposed 
changes to the HOPE scholarship 
and HB 25, which deals with undoc-
umented students’ access to higher 
education.

According to Mahmood, GSPHE 
are trying to have several conversa-
tions with as many students, regents, 
lawmakers and college administra-
tors as they can.

“It can be exhausting and we 
do have a lot to do as students,” says 
Mahmood. “But we can’t stop. We are 
trying to articulate a message to ap-
peal to everyone so that they under-
stand that cutting back on education 
is not like cutting back on a luxury.”

Georgia State’s Student Govern-
ment Association is also getting in-
volved. 

“SGA is taking a leading role in 
the state on this issue,” said James 
Dutton, SGA president.

>> TUITION
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

BROAD STREET LOCATIONS
CVS: 12 Broad St.

Reuben’s: 57 Broad St.

SWEET AUBURN CURB MARKET LOCATIONS
Bell Street Burritos: 209 Edgewood Ave.

Ciao Bocca: 209 Edgewood Ave.
The Greek: 209 Edgewood Ave.

ADDITIONAL LOCATIONS
Papa Johns: 10 Northside Dr.

ey spent would go back into Georgia 
State’s own coffers, some school of-
ficials have been reluctant to accept 
PantherCash in places where the 
low-profit margin of sales would 
barely account for the card’s transac-
tional fees.

While not yet accepted in some 
places, several advantages to the 
cards still make them viable options 
for students wishing to save and se-
cure their money. 

In most vending machines, Pan-
therCash can be used for a discount. 
Also, like a credit or debit card, Pan-
therCash cards can be deactivated if 
lost or stolen and then replaced. 

For that reason, Dutton believes 
it would be advantageous for stu-
dents to use PantherCash over tradi-
tional cash for its added security. 

“It’s more secure. Just like a 
credit card, ‘cause as soon as some-
one steals your credit card you can 
call and say ‘stop my credit card.’ You 

can do the same thing with Panther-
Cash,” Dutton said.

Finally, he said that this offers a 
sense of security to parents who may 
transfer funds into their student’s 

PantherCash account online for the 
student to spend at his or her discre-
tion. 

“This is the year where they 
travel back and forth to the future, 

where they went to the future with 
the flying cars,” Dutton said. “Why 
are we still using cash?”

NOËL HAHN | SIGNAL
Bell Street Burritos and Ciao Bocca (pictured above), both located in 
the Sweet Auburn Curb Market (pictured at left), are among several 
locations in Atlanta now accepting PantherCash.

Where you can now use PantherCash
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INFORMATION SESSIONS FOR 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

CAMPUS EVENTS • STUDENT MEDIA 
SPOTLIGHT • LEAD TEAM • SGA

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, NOON–1 p.m.
SINCLAIR SUITE, STUDENT CENTER

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 5:30–6:30 p.m.
230 UNIVERSITY CENTER

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 12:15–1 p.m.
404 UNIVERSITY CENTER

More Information
Contact Kristina Clement:

404/413-1588 or kclement@gsu.edu

dent Center, and plan for a spring 
town hall meeting.  

The spring town hall meeting 
will unveil the new academic hones-
ty proposal as well as HOPE statistics 
and student retention rates. 

Budget and Finance 
Committee Report

The Vice President of Budget 
and Finance, Nicholas Alexander, 
presented the Budget and Finance 
Committee’s report to the Senate. 

“We are, overall, in a healthy fi-
nancial position. We [have not used] 
over 50 percent of the budget,” said 
Alexander. 

The Vice President of Public Re-
lations, Chris Sumter, gave the Public 
Relations Committee report to the 
Senate. 

Public Relations Committee 
Report

The Public Relations Commit-
tee has been working to connect with 
students on Facebook and Twitter. 

According to Sumter, the com-
mittee has also focused on getting out 
the Mid-Year Fee Allocation Forms.

Sumter encouraged his fellow 
SGA members to get organizations 
chartered through Georgia State to 
apply for the Mid-Year Allocations. 

“Make sure you tell…any student 
organization that’s chartered here on 
Georgia State’s campus to actually 
come and apply because, we can’t 
necessarily tell them, but it’s really 

their money so they might as well try 
to get some of it,” said Sumter. 

Sumter also alerted the Senate 
to his plans for his budget.

“I’m going to be asking for an 
increase in my budget due to the 
overwhelming need of promotional 
items,” said Sumter.

The promotional items included 
pens, stress balls and mints with the 
SGA logo printed on them. 

As of Jan. 27, Public Relations 
has used $6,222.20 or 41.48 percent 
of its yearly $15,000 budget. Over all, 
Public Relations receives 18 percent 
of the total Student Government As-
sociation budget of $83,470.00. 

Last October, Public Relations 
spend $5,010.01 on promotional 
items.  

“It is my hope that like we can 
get a surplus now so that at the be-
ginning of next semester or next year, 
we won’t have to reorder,” said Sum-
ter. 

Student Life Committee 
Report

The Vice President of Student 
Life, Britney Penn, gave the Student 
Life Committee’s report to the Sen-
ate. 

The Student Life Committee 
has been decorating drop boxes for 
their book drive. Students and faculty 
can donate their unwanted books by 
dropping them in the wrapped drop 
box outside of the SGA office until 
the other drop boxes are decorated. 

Penn has also initiated plans 
with the Vice President of Academic 
Affairs, Larry Heath, about President 

James Dutton’s idea for a discussion 
panel involving the Spotlight Pro-
gram. 

The Student Life Committee 
approved two organizations for co-
sponsorship: Delta Phi Lambda’s 
“Lunar New Year 2011” and Theta 
Nu Xi’s “My (blank) is Beautiful 2.0.”

As of Jan. 27, the Student Gov-
ernment Association used $576.15 
or 2.88 percent of their $20,000 Co-
Sponsorship budget. Overall, the Co-
Sponsorship budget counts for 24 
percent of the overall budget. 

Student Services Committee 
Report

The Vice President of Student 
Services, Kortney Easterly, gave the 
Student Services Committee report 
to the Senate.

The Student Services Commit-
tee is working with University Hous-
ing to distribute feedback forms so 
that students have the opportunity to 
express their thoughts or grievances 
about what should change at Georgia 
State.  

“I have spoken with University 
Housing about distributing Universi-
ty feedback forms. I sent them about 
600 forms and they said that they 
want one for every person in hous-
ing,” said Easterly.

The Student Services Commit-
tee is also working with other Sen-
ate Committees to organize “Ask Me 
Booths” for students to ask questions 
to the Student Government Associa-
tion about Georgia State’s campus. 

The tentative dates for the “Ask 
Me Booths” are Tuesday, Feb. 22 and 

>> SGA
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Thursday, Feb. 24 in the Library Pla-
za. 

In the coming weeks, the Stu-
dent Services Committee plans to 
confirm the “Ask Me Booths” pro-
gram and distribute the feedback 
forms around campus. 

“I always love to see feedback 
forms when I come in for my office 
hours sitting on my desk. No matter 

how angry the student may be, I like 
to see that. [It’s] good to know that 
they’re reaching out,” said Easterly. 

Easterly plans to follow up with 
the Auxiliary and Support Services 
in regards to spreading the Panther-
Card program around campus. 

The next SGA Senate meeting is 
Feb. 10 at 7 p.m. in room 460 of the 
University Center.

MIRANDA SAIN | SIGNAL
The SGA met for its first Senate meeting of the semester on Jan. 27.



OPINIONSEDITOR

Chris Shattuck
cjsuainc@gmail.com

THE SIGNAL | TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2011

www.gsusignal.com/opinions

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

SGA’s proposal doesn’t keep students in mind
In response to the fiscal and budgetary 

issues surrounding the current HOPE Schol-
arship Program, the Georgia State Student 
Government Association (SGA) has proposed 
a solution.

If students do not hold a 3.0 GPA after 30 
hours or do not graduate in six years with a 
3.0 GPA, the student will have to pay back in 
full the scholarship they received.

The SGA has forgotten the not-so-subtle 
difference between a loan and scholarship. A 
loan is not a scholarship, even if it is eventu-
ally forgiven. 

Seeing as 87 percent of Georgia State 
students are on need-based financial aid ac-
cording to the 2010 Georgia State University 
Graduation report, the SGA does not have its 
student body’s true interests at heart. 

 “Even after HOPE, Pell, work study, 
family contributions and other forms of as-
sistance are applied, many Georgia State stu-
dents fall far short of the financial resources 
needed to support their studies,” reads the 
report. 

To cushion the lack of financial resourc-
es, students take out federal loans and private 
loans to fund their schooling. 

The SGA charges that their proposal will 
offer incentives for students to achieve better 
grades and to graduate because of the threat 
of having to repay the scholarship.

Seeing as simply keeping HOPE is 
already a problem for most students, it is 
doubtful that the threat of having to repay yet 
another loan will warrant much change. 

For these students, it will be merely be a 
risky roll of the dice that will decide whether 
they will have to take on another hefty loan 
or scathe by until the next 30 hour GPA 
check. 

The HOPE scholarship also serves as a 
contributing factor in the graduation rate at 
Georgia State. 

For many of Georgia State’s students, 
HOPE is not only a financial setback, but a 
roadblock to graduation. 

According to the report, many students 
that lack sufficient funding can only afford 
to enroll part-time, slowing their progress 
towards graduation.

 In turn, this could potentially push the 
student over the proposed six year limit. Re-
quiring a student to pay back the scholarship 
would be an even further financial setback. 

Instead of gallivanting through the state 
capital waving around proposals, the Georgia 
State Student Government Association would 
do better to focus their efforts within our 
university to help students maintain HOPE 
or help in securing alternative forms of fund-
ing should they lose it. 

“Palin’s ignorance, or at least confusion 
over the issue, highlights her inability 
to grasp basic American history – 
something which should be a pre-
requisite for any aspiring leader.”

Chris Shattuck
Opinions Editor

cjsuainc@gmail.com
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Like many who watched President 
Obama’s State of the Union last week, 
I was profoundly struck by Obama’s 
apparently resurgent sense of hope and 
belief for a brighter future.

As part of his call to “out-innovate, 
out-educate, and out-build the rest 
of the world,” Obama referenced the 
historic so-called “Sputnik moment,” 
a time when America seemed to 
lag behind the Soviet technological 
advantage in the Space Race.

However, within ten years, 
America rose to the challenge and 
eventually edged out the Soviets to be 
the first and only nation to send men to 
the Moon – neatly winning the Space 
Race. 

For a generation, this “Sputnik 
moment” was the impetus for students 
to pursue careers in math and science 
and galvanized the nation to make 
crucial investments for its future.  Now, 
it seems as though America is finally 
losing its global competitive edge built 
up over the last few decades to other 
countries more interested in pursuing 
the latest and most innovative scientific 
projects. 

Indeed, America is increasingly 
losing a great number of students with 
degrees in math and science as they 
flock to countries with more lucrative 
and interesting opportunities.  

All of these points seemed to be 
beyond Sarah Palin last Wednesday 
as she spoke about Obama’s reference 
to the “Sputnik moment.”  Indeed, 
Palin did not seem to be interested 
in the historical facts, but rather 
seemed intent on blindly attacking the 
President. 

“That was another one of those 
WTF moments, when he so often 
repeated this Sputnik moment that he 
would aspire Americans to celebrate,” 
Palin said. “And he needs to remember 
that what happened back then with 
the former communist USSR and their 
victory in that race to space, yes, they 
won, but they also incurred so much 

debt at the time that it resulted in the 
inevitable collapse of the Soviet Union.”

Completely discounting the fact 
that someone like Sarah Palin is using 
acronyms like “WTF” to describe the 
arguably most important political 
speech of the year, it seems obvious 
that Palin is confusing her history of 
the Space Race and the Cold War in 
general.

Plain and simple, Sputnik did not 
“incur so much debt” that it caused the 
Soviet Union to collapse. Sputnik was 
launched in 1957; the Soviet Union did 
not collapse until the end of 1991. 

But if Palin really did mean that 
Sputnik was the primary reason for 
the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
her fictitious beliefs would seem to 
undercut the current conservative 
mythology regarding Reagan’s singular 
role in bringing down the Soviets.

Indeed, perhaps she meant to 
argue that American expenditures, like 
the infamous SDI “Star Wars” program, 
during the late 1980s pushed the Soviet 
Union’s military expenditures to the 
edge of disaster, but that’s a totally 
separate matter – and something that 
happened a full 34 years after the 
launch of Sputnik. 

So while Palin may try to later 
reinterpret her words or pollute 
the issue with random references, 
her initial response reveals the true 
thinking (or lack of ) behind her words.

Palin’s ignorance, or at least 
confusion over the issue, highlights 
her inability to grasp basic American 
history – something which should be a 
pre-requisite for any aspiring leader.  

Indeed, her knee-jerk reaction 
to criticize the president over any and 
all things is not a quality that inspires 
confidence in her capacity to deal with 
problems as someone in power. 

Say what you will about Obama 
(or for that reason anyone), but make 
sure the truth is on your side before you 
sound like an idiot.

Palin completely 
misunderstood Obama’s 
‘Sputnik Moment’

EDITORIAL CARTOON BY ANTONIO ROSALES
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Parking woes plague Georgia State
It’s 17 degrees outside, the 

sun isn’t up yet, and I am standing 
in a line of hundreds of people 
anxiously awaiting 8 a.m., when 
the sale will begin. I am not waiting 
for an awesome video game or the 
premiere of a movie. I’m waiting 
for a thin piece of plastic that holds 
the key to Georgia State University. 
It is an M-Deck parking pass. This 
little piece of plastic guarantees me 
a parking spot and makes life much 
easier because I can go to and from 
campus without the stress of finding 
a parking spot. Life without one, I 
am realizing, is a bit more stressful.

In my freshman year, I was 
lucky enough to live in the newly-
built Commons, and they were 
awesome. I had my own room, great 
roommates and my own kitchen! I 
did pay the extra $200-something 
to bring my car because I had a job 
near campus but it wasn’t close 
enough to walk. I was spoiled, plain 
and simple. I didn’t know much 
about the city then. For example, I 
didn’t take MARTA that entire year. 
I had a car, so I didn’t need public 
transportation. I would sometimes 
complain about the trek to class, but 
now that walk doesn’t seem so bad.

Once I moved out of the dorms 
and further from campus, I began 
to realize how great that five-block 
walk really was. I really wasn’t well 
informed about this parking pass 
everyone coveted so much. I heard 
about it because I happen to have 
a friend who had a friend that had 
been through the M Deck ordeal.

So on the Monday before fall 
semester began, I had to wake up 
at the crack of dawn and stand in 
line for a few hours. I thought to 
myself, “Okay, this isn’t so bad.” I 
had my friends with me. We were 
all just laughing and we saw some 

“We have more than 30,000 
students at our school, and [...] 
the reality is that most students 
commute.”

Nicole Schimmel
Staff Writer

nschimmel1@student.gsu.edu

of our other friends in line too, so 
we complained with each other. 
Finally, the line that snaked around 
the second floor of the University 
Center began to move. All for a tiny 
card granting me the right to park, 
which I had to pay for before that 
Friday or I would be out of luck.

I absolutely love Georgia State, 
but this process of standing in line 
and waiting to get a pass just to have 
to pay more and more money for it 
each semester really stinks. I was 
excited to hear that the passes would 
be on sale through the Internet. 
However, the sale was during exams. 
Not a good idea, Georgia State. I now 
have to explore other options for 
parking. 

While we are such a great urban 
school with Turner Field parking, 
MARTA and bicycling as options, I 
think that as a growing university, 
we should begin to explore other 
parking opportunities. 

We have more than 30,000 
students at our school, and while 
I accept that we have a goal of 20 
percent living on campus, the reality 
is that most students commute. Our 
university is well-known for its night 
classes that help mothers, fathers, 
workers and others get a better 
education. While we have so many 
commuters, I would love to see the 
school better inform its students 
about parking options. I am now 
seeing posters for M Deck permits 

around campus, but I can’t recall 
seeing any before this semester, 
when I actually had to purchase the 
pass. I did receive the e-mail, I think 
that was a good idea, and I commend 
the school on trying to improve the 
purchasing process by putting it 
online. I also understand there are 
other decks around campus, but I do 
not know which ones I am allowed 
to park in, where they are or how 
much they cost. I utilized Turner 
Field parking, but was shocked that 
for my 11 a.m. class there were few 
spots left! I have a bike and I live 
by MARTA, so I will explore those 
options. 

I am sad to say that I will be 
graduating this semester and not 
having a parking pass has made me 
realize how lucky I was. I hope that 
students will try to think of ways 
we can help Georgia State improve 
parking for the growing university 
population. It is our school and we 
can’t just sit back and complain 
about it without taking action. So 
if you have ideas, go to the lunch 
sessions with President Becker and 
talk with him, or talk to your Student 
Government Association. Or heck, 
write about it for the Signal! We 
have a say in our school and as I see 
more and more students crowding 
the school I wonder: where do they 
all park?

Time to tone down the Nazi rhetoric
Representatives and senators in 

Washington, D.C. would like you to 
believe that the shootings in Tucson 
were a driving force to change 
the tone in Washington. Instead 
of sitting in their usual partisan 
cliques apart from one another, 
Democrats and Republicans sat 
together for President Obama’s State 
of The Union Address on Jan. 25. 
Unfortunately, recent events would 
suggest that “Date Night” did as 
much for civility in Washington as 
“We Are the World 2” did for Haiti’s 
recovery last year.

However, while calling for more 
civility on Capitol Hill, numerous 
politicians have simultaneously 
attempted to slap their colleagues 
with nasty Nazi comparisons or for 
having Nazi-like views. Rather than 
toning down the rhetoric, which 
many believe to have played a part 
in the shooting of Rep. Gabrielle 
Giffords, they’ve stayed the course. 
Their contradiction of words to 
action is akin to a married man 
telling his wife on Valentine’s Day 
how much he loves her while his 
mistress is parked outside with hotel 

“...‘Date Night’ did as much for 
civility in Washington as ‘We 
Are the World 2’ did for Haiti’s 
recovery last year.”

Charles Dunson Jr.
Staff Writer

dunsnchecksin@yahoo.com

reservations.
In the weeks after Giffords’ 

shooting, multiple politicians and 
media outlets have unleashed 
a barrage of Nazi comparisons. 
Last week, Rep. Steve Cohen of 
Tennessee compared Republicans’ 
healthcare arguments to Nazi 
propaganda. As a Jewish 
Congressman, Cohen should 
know better than anyone that 
making frivolous Nazi comparisons 
disgraces the memories of Jews who 
actually died during the Holocaust.

El Nuevo Georgia, a Spanish-
language newspaper right here in 
Georgia, Photoshopped Governor 
Nathan Deal onto its front page 
dressed in a Nazi uniform, a swastika 
armband and a Hitler-like mustache. 

At the annual “March for Life” rally 
in Washington, D.C. Republican Sen. 
Roger Wicker claimed Roe v. Wade 
has led to a 37-year holocaust in 
America.

Fox News has refused to 
apologize to a group of Jewish rabbis 
for Glenn Beck’s accusations that 
liberal donor and billionaire George 
Soros helped send fellow Jews to 
death camps during the Holocaust. 

Needless to say, politicians on 
both sides of the political spectrum 
have a long history of invoking 
Holocaust comparisons at their own 
convenience. But after the Tucson 
shooting, things were supposed to be 
different.

SEE NAZI RHETORIC, PAGE 8



After eight years of living under 
a teetotaler governor, Sonny Perdue, 
who famously advised people 
to just buy all their alcohol on 
Saturday instead of doing anything 
meaningful about Sunday sales, 
there is a tiny beacon of hope. SB 10, 
currently working its way through 
the state Senate and sponsored by a 
bipartisan group of senators, would 
if passed pave the way for Georgia 
to join the other 47 states that 
allow their citizens to buy booze on 
Sundays. The other holdouts are 
Indiana and Connecticut.

SB 10 works like the 
transportation tax bill that passed 
last year: each city and county would 
put the Sunday-sales question up for 
a vote among its citizens instead of 
taking a government directive to sell 
on Sundays. This “everyone chooses 
for themselves” model is like catnip 
for the limited government-loving 
conservatives who control both 
houses of the state Legislature. 
Some politicians and activists are 
even saying that it will definitely 
pass now that Perdue is gone.

Everyone would be able to 
decide by a vote whether or not 
to keep the liquor stores open for 
another day. Isn’t that how it should 
be in America: everyone gets to 
choose?

The idea of not allowing 
Sunday sales was always rooted 
in an ideology of the past, where 
nobody really did much of anything 
on the Christian Sabbath and didn’t 
care about the Sabbaths of other 
religions or people who did want 
to do things on Sunday. It’s legal 
right now to buy alcohol on both 
the Jewish and Muslim Sabbaths, 
for example. Do you hear them 
protesting much?

That tired old Christians-
above-all ideology does still exist in 
2011, though. One avowed foe of SB 
10, Sen. Greg Goggins (R-Douglas), 
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And the Lord said: Let them pour
“It’s legal right now to buy alcohol 
on both the Jewish and Muslim 
Sabbaths, for example. Do you 
hear them protesting much?”

Emma Harger
Copy Editor

emma.harger@gmail.com

explained his opposition to the bill 
in an Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
article:

“When I was growing up, 
they didn’t want you fishing, they 
didn’t want you doing anything on 
Sunday… It’s the Lord’s day. I would 
like us to hang on to that tradition of 
not having sales on Sundays.”

With all due respect, Senator, 
those days are over and they are 
not coming back. The times have 
changed. People may worship, but 
they also shop, fish, work, play and 
drink on Sundays now, much to 
your chagrin, and the best part is 
that they have the freedom to do so. 
So too should people be free to buy 
alcohol from stores on Sundays, then 
go home and safely imbibe, maybe 
while watching a sports game or 
a Golden Girls marathon (I don’t 
judge). 

If people don’t want to buy on 
Sundays, or feel morally opposed 
to the idea, here’s a novel idea: they 
don’t have to do so. No one is putting 
a gun to anyone’s head and forcing 
them to fork over the money for a 
six-pack. 

Georgia already has the 
ultimate in hypocrisies: on Sundays, 
people can’t buy alcohol and take it 
home to enjoy safely, but after 12:30 
p.m., they can go to a restaurant, 
drink and drive home, possibly while 
intoxicated, presenting an obvious 
risk to public safety.

Opposition to Sunday sales also 
comes from liquor stores concerned 
about the costs of staying open 

and paying staff for another day. 
However, I bet that liquor store 
workers wouldn’t be opposed to 
the idea of making more money 
and opening for another day means 
more opportunities for the stores to 
make profit. Restaurants, too, may 
be worried about the competition 
that Sunday sales would produce, 
but there will always be a market 
for having a mimosa with brunch 
or a foamy brew while watching 
the game. Just ask any restaurant in 
Sunday-sales states. 

Grocery stores are excited at 
the prospect of Sunday sales. The 
same article that Sen. Goggins was 
interviewed for also quotes Daniel 
Thurman, who manages the Disco 
Kroger in Buckhead and said he 
sees people who forget about the 
prohibition and take beer and wine 
to the registers on Sundays, only to 
have to abandon it. Grocery stores 
also stand to make more profit from 
allowing Sunday sales. 

Allowing Sunday sales would 
bring in something the state is in 
desperate, dire need of: tax money. 
In this age of cuts and furloughs, 
hikes and costs, Georgia honestly 
needs to find revenue from 
anywhere and anything, and an extra 
cash infusion from the byproduct of 
SB 10 could truly help.  

So let’s raise a glass to the idea 
of Georgia getting Sunday sales. For 
all involved parties, it would really 
hit the spot.

Twenty years ago, author 
Mike Godwin coined the term 
Godwin’s Law, which states that as 
an online discussion grows longer, 
the probability of a comparison 
involving the Nazis or Hitler 
increases. It’s not very comforting 
to know that some of our most 
renowned journalists and politicians 
have the debating capabilities of 
your average basement YouTube 
video commenter.

Someone who can’t make an 
argument beyond labeling their 
opponent a Nazi sympathizer 
shouldn’t be on the Capitol, behind 
a camera or in the newsroom. 
Politicians can be voted out 
and pundits can be fired. Rick 
Sanchez was fired for less than 
that. Essentially, making Nazi 
comparisons or saying someone 
shares Nazi views is like tossing a 

boomerang. It will soar towards its 
intended target, but it will also end 
up flying back into the thrower’s 
face.

For all practical purposes, 
whenever anyone unnecessarily 
brings Nazis up in a discussion, the 
opposition appears victorious. The 
same logic applies to politics, where 
going on a personal attack is a sign of 
defeat and distracts from the agenda.

Not only are Nazi comparisons 
insulating to survivors of the 
Holocaust and their descendants, 
but it’s an argument killer, the 
political equivalent of a “Yo Mama” 
joke. Whittling complex issues 
down to calling the other side evil 
is obnoxious and insults people’s 
intelligence.

While the average citizen 
will likely disregard these kinds of 
statements, in these tough economic 
times, when more and more citizens 
are angry at politics, you never know 
when unstable individuals might 

use violence to target politicians. 
Comments like these only ramp up 
irrational fears about the direction of 
the country.

Whether or not toned-down 
rhetoric can make a difference is 
unclear but it surely doesn’t help to 
make similar vitriolic statements, 
which might have led to Jared 
Loughner’s shooting spree.

If Congress is serious about 
launching a new era in civility, 
then they should take every step 
within their power to sanction their 
members for making slanderous or 
libelous comments in the media. 
How many other professions 
allow its employees to call each 
other Nazis in public without 
repercussions? In the end, Congress’ 
and President Obama’s grandiose 
wishes for partisanship will be an 
empty gesture unless their actions 
finally reflect their lofty words.

>> NAZI RHETORIC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

YOUR VOICE • YOUR OPINIONS
Should the HOPE GPA be raised?

S T U D E N T 
V O X

“No, upping the requirements 
will prevent more students 
from going to college, 
especially from low 
socioeconomic areas.”

Carl Collins
Graduate student

“No, I think that 3.0 is a 
perfectly fine GPA for HOPE 
because it’s already hard 
enough for students who 
work and do other stuff to 
maintain that GPA.”

Yasmina Pierre
Political Science

“No, I think it should stay the 
same because students work 
really hard as it is and they 
shouldn’t have to work harder 
when were used to keeping it 
at a 3.0.”

Sarah Weber
Nursing

“No, I think it should stay the 
same because it’s unfair for 
students coming to college to 
have higher expectations just 
because there is less money to 
go around.”

Travis Sadler
Applied Linguistics and Italian Studies

“No, I think it is an awful 
idea, I think you should give 
as much opportunity to, you 
know, college students for a 
cheaper education.”

Benjamin Fraser
Music

“Yes, I think 3.0 is low to 
begin with. I think 3.2 is very 
reasonable for HOPE, but if 
they raised it to 3.4 that would 
be silly.”

Jacques Skullen
Music Composition
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The Georgia State men’s basket-
ball team 8-13, under the direction of 
head coach Rod Barnes, has a habit of 
dropping close games.

This season is Barnes’ fourth 
year with the Panthers, and during 
his tenure the team has a 21-44 re-
cord in the Colonial Athletic Associa-
tion.

Of the 48 seasons played in 
Georgia State basketball’s history, 
only nine have been winning sea-
sons. None have come since entering 
the CAA in 2005, two years before 
Barnes’ took over the program.

Last season, the Panthers only 
won one game within two points. In 
fact, under Barnes, the men have only 
won one one-point game in each of 
his three full seasons and one so far 
in 2010-2011.

This season, the Panthers have 
already lost four games by two or less 
and have only won one.  

In college basketball, the major-
ity of games are won within the last 
few minutes, and if a team does not 
possess the ability to finish those 
games, then that team will be less 
than successful. It is a reality that 
does not elude Barnes.

“I just think that in the last 
two to three minutes [of a game] we 
aren’t playing as aggressive,” Barnes 
said. “We’re saying, ‘Now man, we’ve 
got three minutes left, we can’t lose 
this.’ Instead of saying, ‘Hey, let’s win, 
let’s build on the lead we have.”

Last Wednesday, the Panthers 
lost 51-48 to top-ranked Old Do-
minion in the last six seconds due 
to costly mistakes by redshirt junior 
Brandon McGee, who played the en-
tire second half.

Barnes attempts to fix losing close games

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Rod Barnes coaching at 2010 CAA tournament.

By ZAKKIYYA ANDERSON
Staff Writer

Following a successful fall sea-
son, the Georgia State University’s 
Women’s Tennis team is looking for-
ward to competing for the Colonial 
Athletic Association title later this 
spring.

Of course, they must also con-
tinue to leave their mark on the com-
munity, regain their national ranking 
and maintain their grades.

Last season, Coach Miha Lisac 
held try-outs.

Although the turnout was not 
as successful as he had hoped, the 
tryouts did add four new members: 
Abigail Tere-Apisah, Marina Ko-
zachenko, Whitney Byrd and Othillia 
Lindqvist.

The new additions come from 
different places around the world, 

with Byrd being the only Atlanta na-
tive. The new recruits will join sea-
soned veterans like seniors Katerina 
Gresova and Vi Truong, juniors Kir 
Kemp and Martina Ondrackova and 
sophomore Tereza Lerova.

The team did lose a player who 
was very strong on and off the court, 
2010 Women’s Co-Player of the Year 
Diana Nakic. The Slovenian standout 
transferred to Baylor University in 
Texas.

The team has had to build 
around the loss of Nakic, and it has 
pushed the team in a different direc-
tion. Lisac believes that it is for the 
better, and the team will be more suc-
cessful than it has ever been.

The women are striving to be as 
strong on the court as they are in the 
classroom.

The team had an overall 3.42 
GPA last semester.

Truong received the highest 
honor last semester, making the 
President’s list.  Gresova made 
the Dean’s list, and Lerova and 
Ondrackova made the Athletic 
Director’s honor roll, according to 
Georgia State Athletics.

Lisac is proud of the team’s work 
in the classroom.

“We pride ourselves on do-
ing well in all three phases of our 
program-on the tennis courts, in the 
classroom and in the community,” Li-
sac said.

The team will have their first 
match at Mississippi State on Feb. 
11. Their first home matches of the 
spring season will be held at Pied-
mont Park Feb. 19 and 20.

Lisac is excited about the home 
games at Piedmont Park and encour-
ages fans to come by and cheer the 
team on.

Women’s tennis prepares for CAA competition
By LAUREN-ASHLEY MINCEY
Staff Writer

2010-11 2009-10 2008-09 2007-08

Losses by 4 1 1 0 1
Losses by 3 2 1 1 1
Losses under 2 4 4 1 5
Wins by 4 0 1 1 0
Wins by 3 1 0 2 0
Wins by 2 1 0 2 3

Barnes spoke to McGee, who led 
scoring with 16 points, about his per-
formance after the game.

“I talked to him about his ener-
gy,” Barnes said. “I thought he gave a 
great effort [and] played really hard, 
[but] down the stretch he made a few 
costly mistakes.”

“You’re going to make mistakes, 
[but] hopefully they won’t continue 
to be at the crucial time in the game,” 
Barnes said to McGee.

Barnes was pleased with Mc-
Gee’s energy during the game, but 
thought fatigue from playing the 
entire second half may have set in 
towards the end. He stressed the im-
portance of getting back in the gym 
and conditioning, but above all, stay-
ing focused.  

The Panthers started off the sea-
son with an exciting 3-1 run in con-
ference play, but since then, the level 
of excitement has faded. They’ve lost 
six games in a row, starting with the 
home game against Towson, a con-
ference rival.

The Towson matchup came 
only five days after the Virginia Com-
monwealth game, where fast-paced 
freshman guard Devonta White was 
injured. Barnes believes this is part 
of the reason the team chemistry has 
gone askew.

“We lost him [White] to an ankle 

injury in the VCU game, which we 
won, and he was really starting to 
play well,” Barnes said. “We’ve had to 
change our rotation and the way we 
play.”

Barnes also blames the snow-
storm that hit Atlanta two weeks ago, 
which kept the Panthers from prac-
ticing for several days.

“We came from not practicing 
straight into a road game,” Barnes 
said. “Three days of not practicing is 
tough, especially in the middle of the 
season when you’re just starting to 
play well.”

Not being able to practice is one 
thing, but Barnes feels a lack of ag-
gression is integral to the Panthers 
current slump.

“As a coach you look at the plays 
leading up to the [turnovers],” Barnes 
said. “I think we really need to play 
more aggressive.”

Going forward Barnes hopes 
to re-establish the chemistry of the 
players on the court and work to-
ward better execution and minimiz-
ing turnovers.

“The important thing right 
now is to gain our confidence back,” 
Barnes said. “I think once we’ve got 
all [of ] the pieces together, we’ll start 
playing well again.”

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATION
Senior Katerina Gresova will have to lead the team along with senior Vi 
Truong. 

“We would like to get a lot more 
people out to Piedmont Park tennis 
center for the home matches,” Lisac 
said. “It is a unique experience for us 
and for the fans to be a part of home 
games. We represent the University 

and all of its students and hope to 
make them proud with our success-
es, but with tough teams coming here 
to play us on our home turf, we need 
students to make their way out and 
offer their support.”



Buy your tickets 
early for discounts!
$10 tickets extended through Feb. 8

$15 Feb. 9-17

$20 on Feb. 18

Family and friends welcome

Children under 2 free

Tickets on sale at
Student Center Information Desk

University Bookstore

www.rialtocenter.org

Free campus parking and shuttles

www.gsu.edu/studentevents
Supported by Student Activity Fees

Friday, February 18, 6-11 p.m.

       

Featuring expanded Cold Water Quest Gallery

    

GSU NIGHT AT THE AQUARIUM 
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Spunky and unique. Confident, 
talented, helpful and talkative. Ask 
one of Danyel “Tweety” Mitchell’s 
teammates to describe her, and these 
are just a few of the adjectives they 
use. 

Fellow middle distance runner 
Madi Halls recalls one of her first 
memories of Mitchell belting out 
“Beat It,” by Michael Jackson, singing 
karaoke at Applebee’s after an indoor 
track meet.

Mitchell is not your run-of-the-
mill track star. This Detroit native 
competed and excelled in middle dis-
tance events at Oakland University in 
Rochester, Mich. for two years before 
serving in the Air Force from August 
2007 to August 2011.  

“I felt that in order to get to 
where I want in life, you have to make 
a sacrifice, so I gave them my life for 
those years in order to get to where I 
wanted,” said Mitchell.

She served in the Air Force’s 
military police while stationed in 
Anchorage, Alaska, where she spent 
most of her time before deploying to 
Kuwait and Iraq. 

Growing up as the only girl in a 
family of five brothers, Mitchell had 
her work cut out for her, and perhaps 
that is why the limelight follows her 
wherever she goes, whether it be on a 
track, onstage or in the military. 

“I learned the importance of 

family and friends, because through-
out my experience I probably 
wouldn’t have been sane without 
them,” said Mitchell.

While in the Air Force, Mitchell 
continued to excel athletically. She 
was always the fastest female and 
pushed her physical limits daily.

“I would destroy my PT [physi-
cal fitness] test,” Mitchell said. “My 
best in the 1.5-mile while in [the Air 
Force] was 9:07, [and] 82 pushups in 
one minute and 67 sit-ups. I was a 
machine.”

She feels that joining the Air 
Force made her grow up quickly be-
cause of the demands, structure and 
discipline, ultimately changing her 
for the better.

“I believe I am more capable of 
the leadership role and try to set an 
example the best that I can. I think 
that it has made me wiser, and I ap-
preciate living every day,” she said.  

Mitchell’s decision to become 
a Panther was the next logical step 
in achieving her goals, because she 
missed the true competition of run-
ning while serving in the Air Force. 

She also has aspirations for a 
career in the film industry, Georgia 
State’s film school being the “number 
one thing” that drew her to Atlanta.

Filming is her true passion, and 
she is comfortable both in front of 
and behind the camera. Following 
graduation, Mitchell plans to attend 
a top film school at the master’s level 
so that she can “broaden her experi-

Danyel Mitchell bleeds blue
By ABBY CARNEY
Staff Writer

ence.” 
Mitchell has already achieved 

and experienced much more than 

most people her age. Her stamina 
and will to succeed will continue to 
propel her in athletics and any en-

deavor she undertakes.

DANYEL MITCHELL
Danyel Mitchell was an Air Force Military Police while deployed.
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Leighton Meester loses her mind 
in ‘The Roommate’

By ELIJAH SARKESIAN
Production Editor

Many college students have at one point had the 
roommate from hell, but it’s a safe bet that said room-
mate was not quite as disturbed as the title character 
from the upcoming film The Roommate.

Rebecca, the aforementioned character played by 
Gossip Girl star Leighton Meester, is a college fresh-
man whose friendship with her roommate Sara (Minka 
Kelly, TV’s Friday Night Lights) quickly devolves into 
obsession.

“From the outside, she seems like a really good per-
son,” Meester said. “She’s understanding, she’s artistic, 
she’s trustworthy, but then eventually she just com-
pletely loses that.”

Playing a college student, of course, is nothing new 
to Meester. As Blair Waldorf on Gossip Girl, Meester’s 
character is currently enrolled at Columbia Universi-
ty. When looking for a film role, though, Meester was 
looking for something a bit different from her signa-
ture character. 

“I think the best part about my job is that I can do 
different things all the time. I would never want to do 
the same thing twice,” she said.

So what attracted Meester to this particular role? 
“The character. I love to break down and see where 

I can relate to somebody and find the humanity in 
them, and I want to care about my character and love 
my character. It was not easy with Rebecca, to say the 
least. But I think that if you track how she is and if you 
track her actions, they’re always motivated by some-
thing internal, and not based in reality at all.

“It’s definitely dark in the mind of someone who’s 
living like this, and it was interesting for me because I 
have what I believe is a firm grip on reality. I’m weird 
and crazy like anybody else, but this person, she really 
doesn’t have control of her mind whatsoever. The de-
cisions she makes aren’t based on rational thinking,” 
Meester said.

To prepare for the role, Meester did a lot of re-
search. “I got a lot of great psychology books and in-
formation on delusion, mental disorder, especially in 
women, and I had a chance to speak with different psy-
chiatrists about the disorder and get all kinds of infor-
mation,” she said.

Meester finds similarities between her character’s 
motivations and those in other films. “This movie’s 
very much like Fatal Attraction or Single White Female 
— a woman under the influence.

“She’s not making any decisions based in reality. 
She doesn’t find pleasure in pleasurable things. She 
only does anything, including interact with anybody 
physically or verbally to gain something for herself, 
and she uses her intelligence, her sexuality to gain con-
trol of other people. Meanwhile, she doesn’t have any 
control of her own mind,” she said.

This year is shaping up to be a big one for Meester. 
Following small supporting roles in films like Date 
Night and Going the Distance, plus a more sizable role 
in the ensemble of Country Strong, Meester finds her-
self as the top-billed star of The Roommate. Meester 
is also wrapping up work on two other films releasing 
this year: Monte Carlo, opposite Selena Gomez and Ka-
tie Cassidy, and The Oranges, opposite Hugh Laurie and 
Catherine Keener.

Meester is also capitalizing on her fame by enter-
ing into the music industry. After scoring a top-10 hit 
with Cobra Starship on “Good Girls Go Bad,” Meester 
landed a deal with Universal Republic, and is currently 
recording her debut album. The album’s first two sin-
gles, “Somebody to Love” and “Your Love’s a Drug,” 
have had moderate chart success.

The Roommate, starring Leighton Meester, Minka 
Kelly and Cam Gigandet (Twiight, Burlesque), opens 
Friday, Feb. 4.

Most electronic music acts dip heavily in prere-
corded sounds, sampling and splicing until a unique 
song is made. But Will Wiesenfeld, the 21-year-old one-
man-show operating as Baths, doesn’t do that. Every 
bit of every track of his debut LP, Cerulean, from guitar 
to percussion to keys, is Wiesenfeld-made. 

“That’s the thing, is that it’s all me. I’m not out-
sourcing anything. All the music is my own; I’m not 
taking it from any other songs. So there’s a mish-mash 
of things happening,” Weisenfeld said.

To call Cerulean a mish-mash is an underdevel-
oped understatement — Weisenfeld is selling himself 
short. The melodic, beat-driven songs are smooth and 
lush, with layers upon layers of elements that collide to 
create a brand of tunes that are too guided to be ambi-
ent, but not structured enough and too complex to be 
run-of-the-mill dance songs. Listeners might wonder: 

HANNA DRYLAND SHAPIRO
Will Wiesenfeld makes rich, sluggishly danceable 
songs as Baths.

Baths’ beats: ‘All the 
music is my own’
By JHONI JACKSON
Entertainment Editor

SEE BATHS, PAGE 14

Everyone dreams — everyone. Whether you re-
member them or not when woken from your slum-
ber is another story. Dreams transport your mind into 
the most fantastical of worlds. Local arts collective 
Dodekapus celebrates the realms of deep sleep in a 
style that only Dodekapus can achieve: an art show fea-
turing too many mediums to list and a world that only 
the wildest of dreamers can imagine. It’s a one-night-
only event — blink  and you’ll miss it.

On Feb. 5, local Atlanta art collective Dodekapus 

PLF
Artist PLF’s large-scale mural will be featured at 
the “I Can Dream All Day” show. 

Dreams become reality 
through Dodekapus
By SAVANNA KEO
Associate Entertainment Editor

SEE DODEKAPUS, PAGE 14
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Brian Knott, the last original 
founder and managing partner of 
Atlanta’s A3C Hip-Hop festival, or-
chestrates the annual shindig for all 
the right reasons. His organization 
of the event — the biggest of its kind 
in the Southeast — is reminiscent of 
the passion exuded by Michael Lang, 
a major planner of Woodstock. Well, 
how Lang is portrayed in Taking 
Woodstock, at least. 

“I’ve been a fan of hip-hop for 
close to 30 years…since 1986 — that’s 
when I bought my first record,” 
Knott said.

For a hip-hop aficionado, A3C 
is quite the gift. Since 2005, artists 
like B.o.B, 9th Wonder, Curren$y, 
The Clipse, J. Cole, Murs, Wale, and 
Yelawolf — just to name a few — have 
been on the bill at one point or an-
other. 

But the festival offers more than 
that. Not only is it the potential big 

break for up-and-coming artists and a 
place where acts like Juice Crew can 
reunite for a one-off performance, 
but it’s also an educational institution 
for industry hopefuls. Producers, DJs 
and MCs can nurture and grow their 
prowess through panels and work-
shops specifically tailored to them.  

When Knott described the 
meet-up as “an event where business 
gets done, networking gets done and 
people meet, and then also, [it’s] a big 
party,” I could almost hear him smile.

“The dream for us is to be the 
SXSW of hip-hop,” he said. 

And though more than half of 
last year’s advance tickets were pur-
chased by out-of-towners — a clear-
cut sign of the festival’s progression 
— Knott admitted that A3C isn’t 
there yet: “We are five to 10 years 
away from being anything [like that].” 

 Knott also stressed the impor-
tance of fan-artist relations. 

“We don’t like to have a huge di-
vision between the fans and the art-
ists,” he said. “When you’re at A3C…

one of the artists you saw onstage 
the night before, the next night he’ll 
be next to you, watching someone 
else on stage. This is something for 
people who are hip-hop heads, who 
care about the music and the culture 
and everything that goes along with 
it. This is a place where you can come 
and immerse yourself in it.”

Knott enlists the best-of-the-
best in the hip-hop realm each year, 
from locals like Fadia Kader to the 
folks behind taste-making blogs like 
the Smoking Section and 2dopeboyz. 
Though this year’s lineup is still be-
ing debated, but Knott is enthusiastic 
about the final bill. Considering his 
genuine passion for the genre and for 
cultivating Atlanta as its focal point, 
Knott’s gusto will likely realize an-
other stellar edition.

“I am more excited right now 
about hip-hop music than I have 
been at any other time,” he said.

No need to explain, dude — we 
can tell. 

The final installment in The Signal’s 3-part profile series of locals responsible for cultivating Atlanta’s cool includes two guys who are crucial to the city, but 
generally fly modestly under the radar. 

— Jhoni Jackson, Entertainment Editor

Notable Atlantans

Brian Knott of the A3C Hip-Hop Festival

By JHONI JACKSON
Entertainment Editor

A3C HI-HOP FESTIVAL
Public Enemy’s DJ Lord is among the ranks of top-notch artists who 
have performed at A3C.

Not many people can describe 
their jobs as including “lots of cre-
ative, fun stuff,” but Ben Worley — 
known to most as Bean Summer — 
explains his work as being just that. 

Worley is the Atlanta field mar-
keting manager for Pabst Blue Rib-
bon Brewing Company. 

He also has a production com-
pany called NEB Productions. His 
job allows for him to be involved in 
the planning of countless creative 
events in Atlanta, as well as other cit-
ies —  last year, he was involved with 
events in Miami, San Francisco and 
New York. 

Originally from Texas, Worley 
is now a staple in the local entertain-
ment scene. Before he was a repre-
sentative for Pabst, he used to book 
for and manage Lenny’s Bar. Worley 
has been an important participant in 
Atlanta’s music and art scene for al-
most a decade.

“Since 2000, I was a talent buy-
er, book[ing] agent, sound guy,” said 
Worley, who has booked formerly 
budding musicians like Girl Talk and 
Deerhunter. 

In order to significantly alter a 
local music scene, Worley said, “You 
have to be extremely unattached to 
anything…it’s gotta be a full-time, 120 

percent dedication.”
But he admitted that “the scene 

changes when people get older…I 
think a lot of the places that we kind 
of grew up with like Lenny’s and Eye-
drum all sort of just closed a week 
ago and it’s hard to know what it’s 
going to be like in the future.” 

In highlights of 2010 he included 
events like the Little Five Points Hal-
loween Parade, the Ponce de Leon 
Roller Rink Party and the Deerhunter 
and Black Lips show at Eyedrum. 

Worley is quick to dismiss any-
one who thinks that Atlanta is boring.

“Atlanta is what we make it,” he 
said. Worley explained that Atlanta 
is unique from other cities like Mi-
ami and Los Angeles because there is 
always something to do that doesn’t 
cost much money. 

For 2011, he predicts an excit-
ing year for Atlanta. Worley is spe-
cifically anticipating the 10-year an-
niversary of a local label called Die 
Slaughterhaus, as well as various 
local events and festivals. As far as 
Atlanta’s music scene goes, Worley is 
hopeful for the future. 

“Hopefully some new kids will 
be stepping up and creating new 
cool alternative spaces in their own 
way and changing the scene again…
the torch will be passed I’m sure,” he 
said.

Bean Summer of PBR

By KENDALL HARRIS
Staff Writer

LISA MILLER
Ben Worley has been a crucial player in Atlanta entertainment — music in particular — for more than 10 
years. 



Do people dance to this stuff?
“You’d have to see a show, I 

guess. I don’t know how to describe 
it,” Weisenfeld said. 

Though vocals are sparse on Ce-
rulean, the few croons, like every oth-
er sonic item on the LP, are Weisen-
feld himself.

“I sing live, I do. I have a com-
puter with me and an MPD control-
ler…and I’m singing live on top of all 
of that. It’s sort of a mix between dif-
ferent things. Because I’m the only 
person that’s onstage, I have to be 
very physical and very involved in 
the performance so that it’s actually 
a performance — and not, like, just 
watching somebody press space bar 
on a laptop,” he said.

Wiesenfeld’s take on electronic 
music is rooted in a few crucial ele-
ments: he was classically trained on 
the piano from age four until 12, and 
he’s a big Bjork fan. In fact, the Ice-
landic art-pop icon was the impetus 
for Wiesenfeld’s creative career.

“I didn’t know I could compose 
until I heard [Björk’s] music. Then 
everything started sort of turning 
around and becoming something to-
tally different,” he said.

“Everything to do with her and 
all of her producers and all of her 
artistic collaborators and graphic de-
signers…Her whole universe is some-
thing that’s been a big centerpiece of 
my influence,” he said.

Technically, Wiesenfeld has 
been recording music since he was 14 
years old. 

“This Baths album is actually 
my 22nd full-length thing, I think. 
I’ve done a bunch of EPs or albums 
that I just distributed among friends. 
[Cerulean] is the first one that I rec-

ognize as being a possible career-
starter, because it was the first signed 
release I’ve had,” he said. 

Six years ago — and up until 
Baths — Wiesenfeld recorded as Post-
Foetus. 

But the name was “hard to say 
and write down,” and Baths felt more 
in line with the music he’d forayed 
into, he said. 

“I’m just a very water-oriented 
person. It’s the name that’s been 
floating around for different things 
for a while, like maybe an album title 
or song title. But it just sort of fit the 
project. And it stuck, and now it’s go-
ing to be the name that I can hope-
fully ride throughout my career,” he 
said. 

After taking in Cerulean, the 
name Baths does make sense. Elec-
tronic music that’s not dance-de-
manding has a way of washing over 
the listener, and Cerulean does just 
that. Now that Wiesenfeld is steady 
in his presentation of his music — and 
after performing as Baths throughout 
the US for about four months last 
year — he’s ready for a headlining 
tour.

“It’s very special and awesome. 
Both of the bands that are opening 
for me [Braids and Star Slinger] are 
wonderful and amazing musicians. I 
couldn’t be happier with the lineup. I 
think it’s going to be really solid,” he 
said.
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SLINGER
WHEN Feb. 7, 7 p.m.
WHERE Hell at the 
Masquerade (695 North 
Ave.)
ADDITIONAL INFO $8, all 
ages

will be unleashing its quixotic inter-
pretation of dreams in “I Can Dream 
All Day,” a collaborative effort with 
The Imperial Opa circus, Sam Flax 
art stores and many others. The show 
will feature more than 70 performers 
working in mediums ranging from 
paintings to poetry to theater. 

The show will explore stages 
of sleep as interpreted by the collec-
tive: fantasy, lucid dreaming, the past, 
present and future, sleep paralysis, 
nightmares and REM sleep. A show 
more than nine months in the mak-
ing, “I Can Dream All Day” will in-
clude music, visual art and dramatic 
performances, among several other 
acts. With promises of “pillow fights 
and mysterious potions,” nothing 
seems to be overlooked in the cre-
ation of this tangible dreamscape.  

“It’s so hard to say what [‘I Can 
Dream All Day’] is [and give it] the 
proper justice it deserves,” said Gil-
lian Morrow, a member of the collec-
tive who will be featured in the show. 
“There’s just too much to it.”

All the performances and pieces 
featured in the show will be loosely 
based off of a script created by Cam-
eron Stuart, a member of the collec-
tive. Stuart will also be playing the 
part of a certain Dr. Walter Somnus, 
a dream researcher who will rough-
ly act as host as he guides guests 

through the rabbit-hole of sleep. 
“We are cramming a month of 

possibilities into one single night — 
so many different experiences are go-
ing to erupt in a moment and disap-
pear in the next just like the fleeting 
nature of dreams themselves,” Stuart 
said.  

Alongside the whimsical and 
surely fantastical features of the 
sleeping mind, Dodekapus will hold a 
silent auction on a piece of art creat-
ed by the young patients at Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta at Egleston. 

“We asked them to paint what 
they dreamed about and the pieces 
were remarkable — some of them 
were tear-jerkers,” said Melanie Sa-
chno, a Dodekapus member. 

The collective weaved together 
the individual portraits to create one 
large piece of art, with all proceeds 
from the auction going back to the 
hospital. A few of the patients and 
their families will even be in atten-
dance at the show. 

>> DODEKAPUS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 “I CAN DREAM ALL 

DAY”
WHEN Feb. 5, 8 p.m.-2 a.m.
WHERE Relapse Warehouse, 
200 Permalume Place
ADDITIONAL INFO All ages. 
Cost is $5, or $3 with a 
canned food donation.

This week, The Signal caught 
up with funnyman Donnell Rawl-
ings before he visits Atlanta for a 
stint at the Laughing Skull Lounge 
at the Vortex. Although my inter-
view with Rawlings began on a 
strange foot (I learned the hard 
way not to believe everything you 
read on Wikipedia), I discovered 
that Rawlings makes pleasurable 
conversation and is as funny on the 
phone as he appears on TV.

Rawlings was a regular cast 
member on Comedy Central’s Chap-
pelle’s Show, where he played sun-
dry roles. Most famously, though, 
was his role as Ashy Larry, the shirt-
less culprit guilty of avoiding lotion 
or any other form of moisturizer. 
Since Chappelle’s Show, Rawlings 
has acted in movies and TV and has 
released a stand-up movie, Donnell 
Rawlings: From Ashy to Classy. He’s 
recently been a guest commentator 
on Chelsea Lately. Rawlings talked 
with The Signal about shedding 
Ashy Larry, how he’s not from At-
lanta and what to expect at his up-
coming performance at the Laugh-
ing Skull Lounge.

So you’re coming home to Atlanta 
to perform, how does it feel? 
I don’t know man, my Wikipedia is 
wrong, I gotta get that changed. At-
lanta isn’t my hometown, but some-
where down the road Atlanta is ev-
ery black person’s hometown. But 
nah, actually I’m from D.C. 

How often are you in Atlanta? 
I’m usually in Atlanta three times a 
year either at The Vortex or at Up-
town Comedy Club; gotta mix it up.  

What can Atlanta expect from 
your stand-up? 
Some honest comedy, you know? 
It’s definitely observation-based. I 
talk about those same things [you 
see in life] and put a funny twist on 
it. So it’s almost like the audience is 
having a funny conversation with 
somebody in their family at like a 
barbeque or a function.

Now that you’ve done a lot of 
work since Chappelle’s Show, 
how are you received when you 
perform? 
[People’s memories of me on Chap-
pelle’s Show] still [exist in shows] 
for some reason, I guess, because 
that show was so big that it’s like it 
just premiered, […] I get a lot of ‘I’m 

another something. That’s just like 
they never thought there’d be an-
other Richard Pryor Show, and they 
thought there’d never be another In 
Living Color. There’s just too much 
creative and talented people. I mean 
they might not be doing the same 
thing, but there will be something 
that will make a major comedy im-
pact.

You’ve worked with a lot of funny 
people in your career. Who is the 
funniest? 
Probably my mom. Mom can always 
make us laugh in some of our dark-
est moments, so yeah, I’d probably 
say her.  

Funnier than Charlie Murphy? 
Yeah man, Charlie can’t open up for 
my mother; I mean he can’t follow 
her. 

Can you follow her? 
Nah, I’m nice, I can follow her. 

So what’s next for you? 
Funny stuff man. On TV, on the In-
ternet or in the movie theaters. I 
encourage people to make sure you 
pay your cable bills and go to work 
so you can see me on TV and afford 
to see me in the theaters. So I’d say 
just wait, ‘cause something is com-
ing down the line.

Donnell Rawlings talks moving forward

Sachno, one of the founders of 
the Dodekapus collective, stressed 
the importance of community in-
volvement and service, especially in 
solidifying Atlanta’s growing reputa-
tion as an arts-centric   city of emerg-
ing, young artists. 

“Wear your pajamas and come 
out and see the scene,” Sachno said. 
“If local artists don’t support other 
local artists, how can we expect the 
community to support the arts?”

Dodekapus is a recent creation 
in the explosive local art scene of At-

lanta. Formed in January 2010, the 
group’s moniker is derived from its 
emphasis on the various mediums 
of artistic expression — “dodeca” the 
Greek word for 12, and “pus,” the lat-
ter half of octopus, a creature with 12 
tentacles, each representing a differ-
ent medium that the members of the 
collective work in. 

There are currently 20 to 30 
active members of the collective 
and anyone desiring a creative out-
let is welcome to join. Members 
range from a 7-year-old painter to a 

70-something physical performer. 
Dodekapus’ first show, Conscious 
Collective, in April 2010 coincided 
with Castleberry’s Art Stroll and at-
tracted more than 1200 people.

With “I Can Dream All Day,” 
Dodekapus hopes to capture the 
same success of the innovative 
launch show.  

“This night will be about having 
a wild time,” Stuart said. “Just expect 
the unexpected.”  

By MICHAEL MESSING
Staff Writer

MICHAEL MURPHREE
Rawlings in his best-known 
form: Ashy Larry from 
Chappelle’s Show.

rich bitch.’ But the funniest thing 
to me is when people say, ‘Do Ashy 
Larry,’ and I’m like, ‘What does that 
mean, lift my shirt up and show you 
my elbows? I don’t know what that 
means.’ 

Which do you prefer, acting or 
stand-up? 
I mean, I like both of them — I like 
them [equally]. But I think acting is 
more challenging to me than stand-
up. I think stand-up is like second 
nature for me, but with acting I got 
to dig a little deeper to make people 
believe. 

Do you like the challenge? 
I’m always up for a challenge; I’m a 
competitor and a competitor with 
myself. 

How much does doing a show like 
Chelsea Lately differ from your 
regular routine? 
Not too much, it’s just you have a 
certain period of time to be funny 
and then you got one of the quick-
est, wittiest tongues in TV that 
you’re going against (in Chelsea). 
But it’s the same situation, just a dif-
ferent setting.  

Your most recent DVD is called 
Donnell Rawlings: From Ashy to 
Classy. Does that mean the end of 
Ashy Larry? 
Nah, it’s just he’s more refined and 
reformed. And it’s just […] me trying 
to transition my life from being that 
ashy person to having that same 
attitude and energy except with a 
little more moisturizer. But not too 
much; don’t want to be oily. 

Since we’re talking about Ashy 
Larry and Chappelle’s Show — 
do you think there will ever be 
another show like Chappelle’s 
Show? 
Yeah, I think there will always be 

DONNELL RAWLINGS
WHEN Feb. 3-5
WHERE Laughing Skull 
Lounge at The Vortex, 878 
Peachtree St.
ADDITIONAL INFO Tickets 
are $18-$28. All shows are 
18 and up.



01 Volumes 1 & 2 
Pigbag (Fire)

02 TRON: Legacy
Daft Punk (Disney)

03 Outside 
Tapes ‘n Tapes (Idid)

04 Senior
Röyksopp (MB3) 

05 Friends & Friends of Friends 
Various Artists (Tender Loving Empire) 

06 III: Arcade Dynamics
Ducktails (Woodsist) 

07 Aguilas & Cobras 
Brownout 

08 Rare
Calibro 35 (Nublu)

09 Land and Fixed
Blank Dogs (Captured Tracks)

10 King Felix EP 
Laurel Halo (Hippos in Tanks)

11 Decline/These Arms 
Roman Photos (Double Phantom)

12 City Walls EP
Endless Wave (Fort Point)

13 The World Needs More Skillz 
Skillz (E One)

14 Bedroom Databanks
Atlas Sound

15 That We Can Play
Games (Hippos in Tanks)

16 Golden Haze
Wild Nothing (Captured Tracks)

17 Gutter Water
Gangrene (Decon)

18 Some Weather 
Faces on Film (Fenway) 

19 The Sun
Sleepover (Circuitree)

20 Ventriloquizzing
Fujiya & Miyagi (YepRoc)

21 Is Growing Faith
White Fence (Woodsist)

22 Teenage and Torture
Shilpa Ray & Her Happy Hookers (Knitting Factory)

23 unlearn. 
Fergus & Geronimo (Hardly Art)

24 Cape Dory
Tennis (Fat Possum)

25 Kaputt
Destroyer (Merge) 

26 Deerhoof Vs Evil
Deerhoof (Polyvinyl)

27 Um, Uh Oh 
Say Hi (Barsuk) 

28 Grown Unknown 
Lia Ices (Jagjaguwar)

29 Tre3s 
Chikita Violenta (Arts & Crafts)

30 Wondervisions
Delicate Steve (Luaka Bop)

Dizzying, lightly 
electronic pop guided 
by dreamy vocals. 

Though it’s his fourth solo LP, 
Gutter Rainbows is the first album 
from Talib Kweli since his release 
from Warner Bros. Records.

 The 14-track work — a digital-
only release — features production 
from S1, Ski Beats and Khrysis. Cam-
eos include Sean Price, Jean Grae and 
Nigel Hall, among others.

The album opens with people 
discussing their dreams while pass-
ing around weed. The title track is 
hopeful, but it reminds the listener 
that the span of colors won’t yield 
a pot of gold: “It’s the voice for the 
voiceless/Hope for the hopeless/Spit 
game way too real, they don’t pro-
mote it.”  

“I’m On One” is among the best 
tracks on the album, simply because 
the combination of lyrics and pro-
duction is solid. But Ed Lover could 
have easily been left out of the song. 
His contribution is so loud, it’s like 
he’s a DJ trying to hype a crowd.   

Aside from the hard beats and 
thought-provoking lyrics, there’s an 
element of soul in Gutter Rainbows, 
like on “Mr. International,” and 

Talib Kweli
Gutter Rainbows
Javotti Media/3D

By TYANA JACKSON
Staff Writer

Gritty hip-hop from 
The Alchemist and 
Oh No. Raekwon, Roc 
C and Planet Asia 
are among guest 
collaborators.

Inspiration struck this 
husband-and-wife 
duo as they drifted 
along the Atlantic 
in a 30-foot sailboat 
during a year-long 
excursion and it 
yielded sweet and 
sunny ‘60s girl group-
style pop. If you don’t 
think that’s the cutest 
thing ever, you have 
no soul.

Wooly but airy, 
Matt Mondanile’s 
synth-laced fuzz-pop 
spawned a new genre 
category: hypnagogic 
pop.

Kiss Each Other Clean is ex-
actly the kind of album you want to 
hear from a seasoned artist like Iron 
& Wine. It’s an exploration of new 
territory that doesn’t fall victim to 
Sufjan Stevens Syndrome — that is, 
experimenting to the point of being 
unrecognizable. 

Sam Beam’s fourth full-length 
seamlessly blends funk, soul (yeah, 
the rumors are true: you are hearing 
saxophones on an Iron & Wine al-
bum) and the rootsy folk the band is 
known for. Ultimately, Kiss Each Oth-
er Clean feels right at home in Iron & 
Wine’s discography without coming 
off as stagnant or derivative.

The standout track is, without 
a doubt, opener “Walking Far From 
Home.” It starts off muddy, until the 
entrance of a quiet, elegantly under-
stated piano chord clears the distor-
tion like the flick of a light switch il-
luminating a darkened room. 

Beam’s evocative lyrics cut like 
shards of glass through the haze 
of background vocals, fragile near-
howls of “ooh” and “ahh”: “Saw a 
white dog chase its tail/And a pair 
of hearts carved into a stone/I saw 
kindness and an angel/Crying, ‘Take 
me back home, take me back home.’” 
The instrumentation grows between 
stanzas: spare piano to start, joined 
by skeletal percussion, then full-bod-
ied bass, all culminating in a return to 
distortion; a pressing, insectile buzz.

The song, like the album, is a 
meditative journey, tinged with nos-
talgia and at times a sense of despera-
tion or a sense of joy. 

Another exceptional track, 
though perhaps not as single-worthy 
as “Walking Far From Home,” is the 
album closer, “Your Fake Name Is 
Good Enough for Me.” It starts with 
a dark but almost jaunty intensity, 
reminiscent of early Doors, and then 
shifts into a moody mantra of, “We 
will become, become, become.”

And what will we become? To 
paraphrase just a few examples: the 
rising sun, the damage done, the river 
sway and the love we made; the blood 
and bone, an ice cream cone, the way 
and the wall and a disco ball. 

You have to admit, Beam has a 

Iron & Wine
Kiss Each Other Clean
Warner Bros.

By BROOKE MARSHALL
Staff Writer

flair for combining the mundane and 
the melodramatic. The end result 
feels utterly authentic; a pristine and 
painfully articulate picture of the hu-
man experience.

Iron & Wine breaks new ground on fourth LP

Rock ‘n’ roll with 
sleazy punk roots 
and a penchant for 
sticky hooks. It’s like 
the Distillers — but 
actually good!
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There isn’t a band quite as cra-
zy as The Aquabats. Maybe it’s the 
superhero motif—complete with 
separate names, back-stories and 
costumes for each member. Maybe 
it’s the band’s love of the ridiculous 
(see songs like “Super Rad,” “Pool 
Party” and “I Fell Asleep On My 
Arm.”) Maybe it’s Yo Gabba Gabba, 
the Aquabats-helmed kids show, 
boasting such cameos as Jack Black, 
MGMT, The Roots and Elijah Wood. 

Whatever the reason, there’s a 
very specific niche set aside for the 
Aquabats, and with the band’s new-
est release, Hi-Five Soup!, the group 
maintains the collective attitude of 
a bunch of guys who’ve been out of 
their minds since 1994.

Taking a look at Hi-Five Soup’s 
track listing is the simplest way to 
sum up the experience. If you’re not 
sure what to expect after hearing 
“Pink Pants!” (featuring Strong Bad), 
this record may not be for you. This 
isn’t an album — or band for that 
matter — for people who search for a 
deep message in their music. 

Hi-Five Soup! is completely un-
touched by pretension. Songs may be 
centered around doing really dope 
wheelies, or about your B.F.F. (big 
friend forever!). This is, and has al-
ways been, the Aquabats’ greatest 
strength — an innate ability to leave 
the present behind, and focus on 
the past, or on the ridiculous. It’s a 
unique trait, and one that the band 
brings out in droves.

It’s been five years since the 
Aquabats have recorded an album, 
and the band’s sound has definitely 
changed in the interim. Though it’s 
been a while since the group has 
played proper ska, the influence defi-
nitely exists. Lead guitar is all but ab-
sent, while bright synth fleshes out 
the instrumentation, maintaining the 
same level of energy as traditional 
ska. Vocals are covered by front-

The Aquabats
Hi-Five Soup!
Fearless Records

By MICHAEL RABALAIS
Staff Writer

man MC Bat Commander, and his 
performance is what actually sells 
the band’s loopy attitude. Not many 
vocalists can get away with singing 
lines like, “love dragon is with you,” 
or orchestrating a call-and-response 
entirely in British accents, but the Bat 
Commander pulls it off with ease.

If you want to get technical, Hi-
Five Soup! isn’t especially impressive, 
but that’s missing the point. This 
isn’t an album about inventive riffs or 
meaningful lyrics. It’s about having 
a whole lot of fun making a record, 
and that’s what is evident in the final 
work. 

If you’re looking to make an im-
pact on your life through listening 
to music, by now you know that The 
Aquabats can’t help you. Instead, The 
Aquabats serve to remind us just how 
much fun music can be — and Hi-
Five Soup! is a superb exercise in that 
sentiment.



Atlanta Events

Want to see an event in this space? Contact Jhoni Jackson at 
signalentertainment@gmail.com with the event name, time, 
date, location and a brief description.

TUESDAY, FEB. 1

Rabbits and Wolves
Check out Mary Engel’s cute-but-creepy animal figurines before 
the exhibit is over on Feb. 19. The gallery is open Tuesdays through 
Saturdays.
Marcia Wood Gallery, 263 Walker St. // Free // 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 2

First Wednesday Throwdown: Groove Stain, I.R.E., 
Wade in the Rhythm
Funk-lovin’ local bands play this month’s event. Park on Edgewood or 
side streets — not in the venue’s lot.
Krog Jam, 10 Krog St. // $4 // 8 p.m., 18 and up

THURSDAY, FEB. 3

Sealions, Night Driving in Small Towns, Natalie Prass
A mix of synth-heavy dance-pop and dreamy folk, this one’s a well-
rounded steal of a show. 
The Earl, 488 Flat Shoals Ave. // $5 // 8:30 p.m., 21 and up

FRIDAY, FEB. 4

This is a World
The consistently awe-inspiring performance group gloATL presents its 
latest show at the Goodson Yard at the Goat Farm. For more on gloATL, 
visit www.gloATL.com. Get your ticket ahead of time — there will be 
limited seating.
The Goat Farm, 1200 Foster St. (building B3) // 8 p.m. // $12 for 
students/artists, $20 otherwise

Charlie Louvin Tribute: Ocha La Rocha, Anna Kramer 
and the Lost Cause
Louvin was slated to perform, but the iconic country singer died 
from pancreatic cancer on Jan. 26. The show has been adapted to pay 
homage to the late artist, whose work influenced greats like Gram 
Parsons, Emmylou Harris and The Byrds. Other bands performing in 
memory of Louvin include Ghost Riders Car Club, the Downer Bros. 
and DJ Swilley and Alexander and DJ C_Lark. 
Star Bar, 437 Moreland Ave. // 9 p.m. // $6, 21 and up 

SATURDAY, FEB. 5

Dance Party
WonderRoot knows how to throw itself a benefit — line up Atlanta 
music staples as DJs for a full-throttle dance party. Creative Loafing 
writer Chad Radford, the Carnivores’ Philip Frobos and Rachel Pagillo 
of Knaves Grave and Gold Ghost are among the participating jam-
spinners.
WonderRoot, 982 Memorial Drive // 7 p.m. // $5, 18 and up

SUNDAY, FEB. 6

Atlanta Comic Convention
It’s basically the most anti-Super Bowl event you can attend. Comic 
books, toys, games and other items beloved by nerds nationwide will be 
available to peruse or purchase. 
Marriot Hotel, 2000 Century Boulevard (Gwinnett) // 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. // $5, all ages

MONDAY, FEB. 7

Open Mic Night
You never know who you’ll run into at T.I.’s club.
Club Crucial, 2517 Donald Lee Hollowell Parkway // 9 p.m. // $10-
$20, 21 and up
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If you’re a fan of country, folk, or 
indie music, and you haven’t heard 
of The Civil Wars yet, take note. This 
duo, consisting of singer Joy Williams 
and songwriter John Paul White, has 
an electric chemistry that belies the 
minimalistic sound found on their 
debut LP, Barton Hollow.

The album opens with “20 
Years,” which serves as the musical 
blueprint for Barton Hollow. It’s a 
largely calm and soothing musical 
experience, with Williams and White 
harmonizing over acoustic guitar and 
piano. It’s a benefit to both the song 
and the album as a whole. Williams 
and White produce gorgeous 
harmonies, and by keeping the focus 
largely on the vocals, emphasis is 
drawn to the lyrics by the duo.

The highlight of the album is 
“Poison & Wine,” which previously 
surfaced as the title track to the duo’s 
2009 EP. As Williams and White trade 
lines over the verses, their voices 
merge on the chorus, with the line 
“I don’t love you, but I always will” 
repeating throughout the second half 
of the song. In spite of the repetition, 
Williams and White wring genuine 
emotion and heartache out of the 
line, making it fresh every time.

The exception to the gentleness 
of the album is the Americana flavor 
produced on the title track. “Barton 
Hollow,” the album’s lead single, 
crackles with an energy that promises 
greater variety from the duo in the 
future. The song is garnering critical 
attention and airplay on country 
stations, and for good reason. It 
fits in the modern country music 
sound, while paying tribute to classic 
country’s rich history.

All in all, Barton Hollow is a 
pleasant, soothing gem of an album 
from a promising duo. If they can 
build upon the strengths of this 
album, The Civil Wars should have a 
lengthy career.

The Civil Wars play at Eddie’s 
Attic in Decatur on Tuesday, 
Feb. 8 at 6:30 and 9:30 p.m. 
Lucy Schwartz opens both 
shows. Tickets are $15 in ad-
vance or $18 at the door. The 
concert will also be shown on 
the rooftop patio for free.

The Civil Wars
Barton Hollow
sensibility music

By ELIJAH SARKESIAN
Production Editor

>> TALIB KWELI
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

“How You Love Me.” The track “Ain’t 
Waiting” has a ‘70’s funk feel.

On “Friends and Family,” Talib 
Kweli states, “You are now witness-
ing the demise of the music busi-
ness,” then he proceeds to talk about 
his many affiliations with record 
companies and how he eventually 
went independent. 

Gutter Rainbows is a grand 
opening for hip-hop in 2011. Talib 
Kweli remains steadfast in his own 
lane, and reaffirms that real hip-hop 
isn’t dead.

Chicago-based The Smith 
Westerns combines the psychedelic 
pop feel of MGMT with obvious rock 
influences (David Bowie and T. Rex), 
but the band’s concept is clearly and 
refreshingly original. 

The opener, “Weekend,” sets 
the mood of the entire album with 
its smooth, trance-inducing melodies 
and soft vocals. Dye It Blonde listens 
like a dream, with romantic and 
charming lyrics like, “The sun still 
shines and it shines right on you.” 
Like the song’s namesake, it’s hard 
not to “Smile” when listening to this 
band.

To perfect the band’s likeability 
factor, the album includes “Imagine 
Pt.3,” a John Lennon tribute. Another 
track, “Dance Away,” is not the only 
tune on the album that will tempt 
you to twirl ‘round and ‘round with 
a silly grin on your face and stars in 
your eyes.

It’s evident that band members 
Cullen Omori, Cameron Omori and 
Max Kakacek put forth plenty of 
heart when producing the album in 
Kakacek’s basement. The band seems 
to have come a long way in refining 
its image and sound since its self-
titled debut on HoZac Records in 
2009. Dye It Blonde is a brilliant and 
easy listen, with prevalent reverb and 
old-school charm.

The Smith Westerns play the 
Drunken Unicorn on Tuesday, 
Feb. 1., at 9 p.m. Yuck and 

Smith Westerns
Dye It Blonde
Fat Possum

By ABBY CARNEY
Staff Writer

Music that fuels an involuntary 
giggle or two — the laughing with, 
not at variety — without foraying into 
Weird Al territory is rare. Along with 
plenty of head-nodding and foot-tap-
ping, Fergus & Geronimo’s debut LP, 
Unlearn, is worthy of a few chuck-
les. Formerly from Denton, Texas, 
the newfound Brooklynites mashed 
soulful melodies with smoky hip-
pie chants and garage pop to make 
a weird, rock ‘n’ roll commune of an 
album — and somehow, the whole 
thing’s pretty endearing.

The opener, “Girls With English 
Accents,” repeats the eponymous line 
— and Jason Kelly and Andrew Sav-
age do it with English accents. Ha! 
The borderline joke of a tune con-
tains almost all of the vibes heard on 
the rest of the album; the tracks that 
follow are more concentrated in one 
style or the other. 

There’s the pan flute-accented, 
aforementioned hippie chant brand 
(“Wanna Know What I Would Do?”) 
and the doo-woppin’, vocally soulful 
type (“Powerful Lovin’”). On “Mi-
chael Kelly,” the band plays with 
shoegaze-like guitar work for a more 
straightforward indie rock song, 
while “Baby Don’t You Cry” sounds 
like punk-rooted garage pop. 

The pair gets its most free-spir-
ited on “Where the Walls Are Made 
of Grass,” where sax follows lines like 
“I’m gonna live/Totally free/Escape 
everything I knew,” “Sh**ting in the 
woods/Mud on my face/I am one 
with Mother Earth” and “Treating 
people rude/All organic food/Like 
the natives used to eat.” Clearly, Kelly 
and Savage are poking fun at the holi-
er-than-thou hippie culture. 

The band takes a stab at philoso-
phy, too — most likely. At least, let’s 
hope no real profound meaning was 
the intent of “World Never Stops,” a 

Fergus & Geronimo
Unlearn
Hardly Art

By JHONI JACKSON
Entertainment Editor

garage pop track that boasts the lyr-
ics “People die/And then others cry/
New ones are born/While others still 
mourn.” Wow, that’s deep. But con-
sidering Fergus & Geronimo’s mock-
ery of tree-huggers, it’s probably safe 
to say the lyrics aren’t meant to be 
taken too seriously. 

And though Unlearn as a whole 
is odd and fun and often silly, it’s 
numbers like the aforementioned 
“Powerful Lovin’” and the title 
track, “Unlearn,” that show Fergus & 
Geronimo at its best. Both songs draw 
upon doo-wop and soul so heav-
ily that they evoke poodle skirts and 
bobby socks — and neither sounds 
like jesting mimicry. 

With all its reference points 
mostly channeled into individual 
songs, Unlearn feels a bit scatter-
brained. Mixing doo-wop-style songs 
with tracks that recall a weekend of 
taking psychedelics in the woods is 
almost too off-kilter. But, you know, 
it’s far better to be weird than boring. 

Moodrings open the show, and 
the Black Lips will DJ in the cafe 
afterward, with Ol King Cole 
Younger and DJ Jihad. Tickets 
for the 18-and-up show are $8 
in advance or $10 at the door.
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For some, 2011 is just another 
turned page on the Gregorian cal-
endar, but for many Asian cultures, 
2011 marks the Year of the Rabbit.

Representing these cultures 
and the traditions they carry, mem-
bers of various organizations, stu-
dents and spectators alike gathered 
at the National Archives and Re-
cords Administration in Morrow, 
GA Jan. 22, to pay homage to the 
Lunar New Year -- a holiday widely 
recognized by many Asian cultures.

Georgia State’s Confucius In-
stitute and Asian Studies Center 
co-sponsored the event, which in-
cluded the Asian-American Arts 
and Culture Fair and the First-Day-

of-Issue Ceremony. The ceremony 
was a dedication to the U.S. Postal 
Service’s issuance of the fourth, 
commemorative stamp in a 12-part 
series called Celebrating Lunar 
New Year commemorative stamps.

Stemming from China and the 
Chinese calendar, Lunar New Year 
is commonly known as Chinese 
New Year, but it is still celebrated in 
places such as Taiwan, Vietnam and 
Malaysia, among many more coun-
tries. Although it is celebrated in the 
U.S. to some extent, many Asian- 
Americans may find it difficult to 
connect with their heritage and cul-
ture, while many outsiders may not 
know or may have misconceptions 
about the different Asian customs. 

“A lot of people have heard 
about Chinese New Year, or Lunar 

New Year,” said Baotong Gu, associ-
ate professor of English and direc-
tor of the Confucius Institute. “This 
kind of event gives them a more 
concrete experience of Asian Amer-
ican communities.” 

To kick off the stamp ceremo-
ny, 20 children uniformly dressed in 
bright red shirts and vibrant yellow-
gold beanies, lined up to sing the na-
tional anthem. The kids were with 
Children From China, an organiza-
tion created by the Augusta Chinese 
Consolidated Benevolent Associa-
tion to offer support to families who 
have or will be adopting children 
from China.

The stamp, along with all sub-
sequent first-class mail commemo-

ANTONIO ROSALES | SIGNAL
The Lunar Year Celebration was held in accordance of the Year of the Rabbit.

Celebrating the Chinese lunar new year
By ANTONIO ROSALES
Staff Writer

It would not be right to start the 
new year without Georgia State’s an-
nual event “Panthers On Ice.” This is 
the fifth year the university has held 
the event which welcomes students, 
staff, faculty, as well as their families 
and friends. Free tickets were avail-
able, with a valid student ID, to the 
first 500 students. Needless to say 
those were gone within a few days, 
the first indication that this event 
was in popular demand.

“We continue it because the 
event […] allows us to engage the 
students at GSU in the Atlanta area,”  
said special events co-director Kier-
sten Smith. The event is a fun way for 
Spotlight Programs to introduce the 
students not brave enough to venture 
out beyond campus to the rest of the 
city. However, for those who were 
unable to snag a free ticket at the 
information desk, more tickets were 
available for purchase at the park the 
night of the event. Shuttles provided 
transportation until 11 p.m. that night 
and parking was available around the 
area for those with vehicles. 

Ice skating was a new experi-
ence for quite a few of those who at-
tended.

“Given the fact that I don’t do 
that well at rollerblading, I’m prob-
ably going to fall,” said Georgia State 
student Robb Almaguer. According 
to Dupart and Smith, this was an-
other reason this particular event 
was chosen. This proved to be true as 
the skaters varied from those praying 

for a bit of beginners luck to others 
perfecting their figure 8’s. Of course 
there were quite a few slips and falls 
throughout the night, but most of the 
participants had on enough layers to 
prevent any serious injuries. 

The music selection was of good 
taste at least according to Brandon 
Moulton who stated, “It’s pretty good. 
The music and lights enhanced the 
experience and made waiting in the 
cold more worth it.” A second indica-
tion of this event’s popularity among 
the students was that although 550 
were estimated to be in attendance 
that night, that number seemed to 
increase as the hours passed. Not ev-
eryone wished to spend their entire 
night on the ice and chose to venture 
outside to enjoy the scenic beauty of 
Centennial Olympic Park at night. 
It gave the feeling that although the 
winter break is over, the season is 
very much still here.

When asked why they chose 
Centennial Olympic Park to host the 
event once again, Smith said, “[Cen-
tennial Olympic Park] enjoys hosting 
college nights […] and offering dis-
counts.” Another reason being, “Cen-
tennial Olympic Park is a historical 
landmark and allows students to ex-
perience the Atlanta area.”

Thankfully this only made the 
directors’ jobs easier when planning 
this exciting event. Due to the coop-
eration of those at Centennial Olym-
pic Park, Spotlight Programs Board 
and their special events directors, as 
well as those representing Georgia 
State, the night turned out to be an 
overall success.

Panthers on Ice brings 
about winter cheer

JOHDI-ANN WILLIAMS | SIGNAL
Georgia State and Centennial Olympic Park hosted is annual “Panthers 
on Ice” event.

By JOHDI-ANN WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

On Jan. 26, the Office of Afri-
can-American Student Services and 
Programs (OAASS&P) continued 
their MLK Commemorative Event 
Series with “Hands on the Freedom 
Plow,” a panel featuring four fe-
male members of the Student Non-
violent Coordinating Committee  
(SNCC). The event was based on a 
book titled “Hands on the Freedom 
Plow.” Each woman left a personal 
mark on the civil rights movement 
and each had a story to tell, includ-
ing Georgia State’s own Dr. Doris 
Derby.

Dr. David Smith Jr., assistant 
director of OAASS&P, moderated 
the discussion. The program began 
with each woman detailing why she 
decided to join SNCC. Fate seemed 
to play a part in the decisions of Fay 
Bellamy Powell. Powell, who did 
not have any prior experience with 
organizations, said she asked which 

SNCC leaders encourage campus motivation
By ASHLEIGH ATWELL
Staff Writer

civil rights organization was “the 
baddest” and that prompted her to 
join SNCC..

Carolyn Daniels, who proved 
to be the spitfire of the group, was 
dissatisfied with having to fulfill 
the duties of a citizen without be-

ing able to have the full rights of a 
citizen. 

“I couldn’t sit knowing I was 
paying taxes and my son can’t even 
go into the courthouse,” Daniels 

ASHLEIGH ATWELL | SIGNAL
As a part of 2011 MLK Series, the OAASS&P office hosted a panelist 
of former SNCC members.

SEE NEW YEAR, PAGE 18

SEE SNCC, PAGE 18
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rative stamps, is a “forever stamp,” 
which means it can always be used 
for first-class, 1-ounce mail, despite 
future fluctuations in price.

“The Postal Service made this 
change to meet our customer’s 
needs,” said Linda Welch, Postal Ser-
vice area vice president, Southwest 
Area. “They’ll be good forever, and 
now you don’t have to worry about 
future price changes.”

 The newly issued stamp, de-
signed by illustrator Kam Mak, de-
picts two kumquat fruits dangling 
side by side--both of which look real 
enough to pick off the paper and sink 
into with your teeth. Also displayed 
on the stamp is a detailed paper-cut 
rabbit design right above the Chinese 
calligraphy character of the same 
animal.

Many of the Asian cultures that 
celebrate the Lunar New Year con-
sider the rabbit to be good luck, thus 
the Year of the Rabbit, and anyone 
born within it, is seen as possess-
ing good luck. Correspondingly, the 
kumquat is traditionally given as a 
gift and eaten on Lunar New Year, as 
the it is also considered to be good 
luck. 

Following the official stamp 
unveiling, the room filled with the 
booming of the Taiwanese School of 
Atlanta’s drum team, as they lined up 
in staggered formation and pounded 
their large drums. 

The event came to a close when 
Mak sat down and read from his book 
of poetry titled “My Chinatown.” 
Mak ended with the poem which 
encapsulated the spirit of the event, 
as an Asian-American in recognition 
of his own culture and customs. He 
spouted his words in a lively, jubilant 
voice, “Chinatown, this is China-
town!”

said.
The panelists reminisced about 

the good , bad and sometimes dan-
gerous situations that came with be-
ing a civil rights activist. Constance 
Curry fondly remembered a moment 
of unity amongst the diverse mem-
bers of the organization. 

“We stood up, held hands and 
sang, “We Shall Overcome” and be-
lieved it,” Curry said.

Daniels recounted the bombing 
of her home. The bomb landed only 
inches away from her right after she 
had been shot multiple times. She 
cited her faith as her reason for living 
through the experience. 

“I was wondering what my 
son would do without me. God held 
that bomb together until I got out of 
there,” Daniels said.

There were many lighthearted 
moments during the discussion. Pow-
ell spoke about a time when someone 
tried to discriminate against her be-
cause of her gender. 

“Someone tried to keep me out 
of a meeting because I was female. I 
don’t play that,” Powell said.

A question and answer session 
followed the discussion. However, 
the session appeared to be more of 
a call of action. Students questioned 
how they can continue the SNCC 
movement or start a new one and 
the panelists were able to give words 
of wisdom. Powell stressed that or-
ganizing is important because “you 
can’t do it all by yourself,” and Derby 
recommended that students get in-
volved with the numerous organiza-
tions on campus.

The panel was insightful and 
provided students with a personal 
glimpse into the civil rights move-
ment through the eyes of its foot sol-
diers.

As a part of the 2011 MLK Se-
ries, Georgia State’s student organi-
zation, BlackOUT, designed a display 
entitled “Queering His Dream.” The 
display highlighted activists such as 
Angela Davis, Audre Lord, Marlon 
Riggs, and Gloria Wakins, also known 
by her pen name bell hooks. Located 
on the first floor of the Student Cen-
ter, the display will stay up from Jan. 
21- Jan. 31.

Angela Davis was a political ac-
tivist and author who associated her-
self with the Black Panther Party in 
the 1960s and 1970s. Davis joined the 
Communist Party in 1968, following 
Dr. King’s assassination. She focused 
on promoting women’s rights and ra-
cial justice.

Audre Lord, a writer, identified 
herself as “a black feminist lesbian 
mother poet.” Her work focused on 
racial issues and lesbian feminism.

Marlon Riggs was a poet, film-
maker and gay rights activist. Best 
known for his documentaries, his 
films discussed homophobia and 
confronted racism. The National En-

dowment for the Arts, a government 
agency, sponsored Rigg’s works, 
while many people protested them. 
Riggs died of AIDS in 1994.

 Gloria Watkins, also known 
as Bell Hooks, was a writer as well. 
Watkins focused on the idea that 
race, class, and gender were inter-
connected and that they needed to be 
dealt with together.

“Queering his Dream” is a time-
line that highlights a trajectory of 
activists who have not only worked 
for racial and economic justice, but 
also gender and sexual liberation,” 
said Onyekachi Ekeogu, a member of 
BlackOUT. “In effect, the display will 
acknowledge how gender, sexuality, 
and race influence inequality and in-
tersect in ways that continue to influ-
ence the lives of minorities such as 
queer people of color.”

BlackOUT is comprised of lesbi-
an, gay, bisexual, transsexual, queer, 
and questioning students of African 
descent,” said the Women’s Studies 
Institute webpage. According to their 
Facebook page, BlackOUT aims “to 
create a safe space on the campus of 
Georgia State University for Black 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 

‘Queering His Dream’ highlights social activists

>> NEW YEAR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

>> SNCC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

SUCHI SAJJA | SIGNAL
“Queering His Dream” is a display highlighting the works of individuals that fought for human rights.

intersex, queer, questioning people 
and their allies, foster dialogue that 
promotes consciousness-raising, par-
ticularly around the intersections of 
racial, sexual, and gender identities 
and oppression, develop program-
ming that fosters understanding and 
awareness of the culture(s) of Black 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
intersex, queer and questioning 

people, and to promote social and 
academic justice through collabora-
tive efforts with other groups who 
are engaged incomparable goals and 
objectives for the betterment of the 
campus of Georgia State University 
and the downtown community.”

“The concept of the wall was to 
offer a trajectory of critical activism 
that has influenced Black queers,” 

said Lamont Riggs, a member of 
BlackOUT who helped create the 
display. “We focused on folks who 
have struggled for racial/economic 
justice as well as gender/sexual lib-
eration.  The project is far from being 
complete, so BlackOUT has decided 
to make “Queering His Dream” a se-
mester-long project.

By SUCHI SAJJA
Staff Writer
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Campus Events

Want to see your event in this space? Contact Angel White 
at signalliving@gmail.com with your event’s name, time, 
date, location and a brief description of the event. All events 
listed in the Campus Events calendar must either take place 
on campus or be produced by a Georgia State-affiliated 
organization.

TUESDAY, FEB. 1

The Power of Promise: Reliability in Leadership
A program of the Spring Leadership Series.
Student Center Lucerne Suite // 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

EPSE Presents: “Children’s Memory and Suggestibility 
for Stressful events: The Role of Attachment”
Dr. Yoojin Chae is a candidate for the assistant professor position in the 
Educational Psychology program. For more information on Dr. Chae’s 
talk, contact the Department of Educational Psychology and Special 
Education at (404) 413-8040.
College of Education // 1:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 2

Whither Haiti after the Apocalypse? Response to the 
Earthquake, the Cholera, Epidemic and the Future
Georgia State is proud to host an important academic conference on 
Haiti after the earthquake of Jan. 12, 2010 and the cholera epidemic that 
ensued. 
General Classroom Room 939 (Troy Moore Library) // 9:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m.

Modeling the Way with Civility
A program of the Spring Leadership Series.
Student Center Lucerne Suite // 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB. 3

Time Flies When You’re on Facebook: Time 
Management Techniques
Busy with social media, academic work and professional development 
activities? Every day, many students often neglect some of their biggest 
priorities such as studying and health. Learn how to effectively manage 
your time and set goals for completing tasks to help you make the most 
of your time. 
Speaker’s Auditorium // 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Courtyard Series: Nick Moril
Acoustic singer/songwriter Musician Nick Motil will perform live on 
the first floor of the Student Center.
Student Center first floor // 12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

The Shogun’s Menagerie: a Lecture by Dr Michael Lave
The Shogun’s Menagerie: The Dutch East India Company, Gift-giving, 
and the Politics of Tokugawa Legitimacy.
34 Peachtree Street Building// 3:00 p.m. –5:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 5

Cinefest Film Theatre: Waiting for Superman 
Filmmaker Davis Guggenheim reminds us that education “statistics” 
have names: Anthony, Francisco, Bianca, Daisy, and Emily, whose 
stories make up the engrossing foundation of Waiting for Superman. 
University Center Room 240 // 1:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.// continues 
through Jan. 31st

MONDAY, FEB. 6

University Symphony Orchestra
Join us for free coffee with some of the University’s most thoughtful 
faculty as they join us for informal conversation about religion and 
today’s news.
Rialto Center for the Arts // 3:00 p.m. 

With more than 270 student or-
ganizations present at Georgia State, 
finding a group to be a part of is not 
a hard task. Senior, Sarah Hardin, 
however, stood out from the sea of 
community servicers, volunteers and 
good Samaritans when she sought to 
start an organization of her own.

“The process of starting a new 
organization was exciting and re-
warding, yet also very time consum-
ing,” Hardin said. “Good judgment 
and hard work were essential in ev-
ery step, from creating a constitution 
to picking executive board members. 
I experienced several setbacks when 
starting this org, but I never let them 
discourage me from carrying out my 
vision.”

Vision and perseverance are the 
two most important qualities of a stu-
dent leader according to Hardin, who 
has spent most of her extracurricular 
time involved in campus life. She is 
the chair of the Emerging Leaders 
Initiative for Alpha Kappa Alpha So-

rority, Inc., and the former vice presi-
dent of finance for Alpha Kappa Psi, a 
professional business fraternity.

Although these involvements 
helped to hone her leadership abili-
ties, her biggest motivation for start-
ing the project was her brother, Da-
vid Hardin.

“Seeing his dedication to mak-
ing a difference in the lives of those 
in the community--no matter how 
big or small--is what inspired me to 
start a chapter at Georgia State.”

David founded the organization 
in Nov. 2008 at Morehouse College. 
He developed the mentoring and tu-
toring program which pairs under-
graduate tutors with elementary and 
middle school students.

He defined the program’s mis-
sion as “seeking to close the widen-
ing education gap between the so-
cially affluent and the economically 
deprived.” As the [Atlanta Public 
School] system’s accreditation is 
threatened, Talented Tenth aims 
to address the issue by providing 
supplemental education to children 
who otherwise would not receive it. 

Bringing the organization to Georgia 
State will expand its reach, prompt-
ing a greater chance of positively 
impacting the lives of at-risks youth 
throughout the city.

“Our structure is fundamentally 
different from others because it’s de-
signed from a unique perspective. We 
teach the principles adopted by civil 
rights activist and sociologist W. E. B. 
Du Bois, who coined the concept of 
a talented tenth in a well-known es-
say,” Hardin said.

Her goals of effectively estab-
lishing the group’s presence both on 
and off campus will begin with an 
impelling program, which allows in-
terested students to learn more about 
the initiative.

 “I aim to build a team of student 
leaders who value the importance 
of education and those who have a 
sincere desire to implement positive 
change within their communities,” 
Hardin said.

For more information on the 
Talented Tenth, visit www.talent-
edtenthprogram.com.

Georgia State is kicking off 
the new year with an introduction 
to its new exercise science club, 
M.U.S.C.L.E.S.

M.U.S.C.L.E.S., which stands for 
“Moving University Students Closer 
to Leadership in Exercise Science,” 
was launched by seniors and exer-
cise science majors Sam Chukwuma 
and Devette Williams.

“I wanted to start an exercise 
science club, and did a lot of re-
search,” Chukwuma said. “I found 
out that Georgia State didn’t have a 
club like that.” 

When Chukwuma met Wil-
liams on campus and found out she 
had been planning on starting an 
exercise science club, they worked 
together to make it happen.  The first 
step was to charter the club.

“We had to find eight promi-
nent students who would do a good 
job [starting the club],” Chukwuma 
said.

The main goal that 
M.U.S.C.L.E.S. has in mind is to 
bridge the gap between the under-
classmen and upperclassmen ex-
ercise science majors. They will be 
starting a mentorship program in 
which upperclassmen help under-
classmen choose which teachers to 
take and what books to buy, plus help 
them through their first-year classes.

“We’ll also be doing a book 
swap,” Chukwuma said. This will 
help the students save some money 
and guarantee that they have the 
correct books for their classes.

M.U.S.C.L.E.S. also wants to 
spread the word about exercise sci-
ence. 

“It’s a growing field that people 
just jump into,” Chukwuma said.

In order to get the word out 

Campus leader inspires social change

Exercise science sports new club, M.U.S.C.L.E.S.

KIMBERLIN SIMS
M.U.S.C.L.E.S. executive board members discuss expectations for the 
upcoming semester.

about exercise science, M.U.S.C.L.E.S. 
will be conducting an exercise com-
petition during spring semester. 

“We’ll be getting volunteers to 
participate in a workout program,” 
Chukwuma said. Club members will 
ask volunteers to go to the gym every 
day and see who goes most consis-
tently throughout the semester. The 
person who frequents the gym most 
often will receive a prize at the end. 

“[It’s] kind of like the Biggest 
Loser,” Chukwuma said.

The club will also be promoting 
educational programs on topics such 
as nutrition, plus other similar top-
ics that relate to the exercise science 
major.

Since graduate programs re-
quire all applicants to earn a certain 
number of community service hours, 
M.U.S.C.L.E.S. will be volunteering 

throughout the semester. This helps 
students, especially commuters, get 
their volunteer hours before they 
have to apply to graduate programs. 

“We want to prepare people [for 
graduate school],” Chukwuma said.

In January, M.U.S.C.L.E.S. will 
be participating in a graduate school 
prep program that guides students 
in the process of applying to gradu-
ate programs. M.U.S.C.L.E.S. is really 
excited about what is in store this se-
mester.

“We’re just looking forward to 
getting our faces out there,” Chuk-
wuma said. 

For more information about 
M.U.S.C.L.E.S., contact Sam Chuk-
wuma at schukwuma1@student.gsu.
edu or Devette Williams at dwil-
liams106@gsu.edu.

By LAURA APPERSON
Staff Writer

By COURTNEY BOYD
Staff Writer
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Alton Brown
Food Network Star and Host of Good Eats

Tuesday, February 8

F.W. de Klerk
Former South African President 

During Dismantling of Apartheid
Thursday, February 17

3 p.m., Student Center Ballroom 
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Campus Events

CAMPUS EVENTS
www.gsu.edu/studentevents

GSU Night at the Aquarium
Featuring expanded Cold Water Quest Gallery

Friday, February 18, 6-11 p.m.
Georgia Aquarium

Buy tickets early for discounts!
$10 tickets extended through Feb. 8

$15 Feb. 9-17
$20 on Feb. 18

Tickets on sale at www.rialtocenter.org, 
Student Center Information Desk 

and the University Bookstore.

Family and friends welcome. 
Children under 2 free.

Free campus parking and shuttles. 

http://cinefestfilmtheatre.com/ xcinefest movie times

Georgia State University uLearnGeorgia State University uLearn FacebookFacebook TwitterTwitter

Cinefest Film Theatre

Waiting for Superman, Jan. 31-Feb. 6

It Might Get Loud, Feb. 7-13

Monday-Friday: 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 
5 p.m., 7 p.m., 9 p.m.

Saturday-Sunday: 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 
5 p.m., 7 p.m.

All shows free for Georgia State University students with ID. 
Guests $3 before 5 p.m. and $5 after 5 p.m.

Next Month:
Organization Roundtable

location Golden Key Conf. Room
 Student Center
date Thursday, February 3
from Noon
to 1 p.m.
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Leadership Development

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
www2.gsu.edu/leadership

Modeling the Way with Civility
Wednesday, February 2, Noon

Civility is a vital part of leadership and modeling 
the way for others. In this session, we will discuss 

the 25 Rules of Considerate Conduct and learn what 
college campuses are doing in relation to civility.  

Public Speaking: Let Your Voice Be Heard
Tuesday, February 8, 11 a.m.

Developing the confidence to speak comfortably 
in front of others is an important leadership skill. 
In this session, you will learn key advice for public 

speaking and have the opportunity to put the 
information in practice.

Dealing with Organizational Crises
Wednesday, February 9, Noon

Learn how to predict, navigate and prevent 
organizational crises to keep your group 

moving toward its goals!

The Power of a Promise: 
Reliability in Leadership

Thursday, February 10, 1 p.m.

As student leaders we often find ourselves involved
 in several organizations. We strive to be great 

leaders and often say “yes” to too much. This session 
will examine the power of making fewer commitments 

and fulfilling them to the best of your ability.
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Spotlight

SPOTLIGHT PROGRAMS BOARD
www.gsu.edu/spotlight

President and Homecoming Director Applications
Applications are available for Spotlightʼs 2011-12 

President and Homecoming Director positions 
in 380 Student Center. The submission deadline 

is Friday, February 11, by 5:15 p.m.

Applications for Amateur Night 2011
Do you have a talent that youʼd like to share? 

Amateur Night 2011 will be on Thursday, March 17! 
Applications are now available in 380 Student Center. 
They are due on Tuesday, February 15, by 5:15 p.m.

Campus MovieFest 2011
Ever had an interest in being in the film business? 

Can you make a 5-minute film in a WEEK? Get your start 
by entering a film into Campus MovieFest 2011. 

Sign up at www.campusmoviefest.com.
Launch: Wednesday, February 2, Noon-4 p.m., 

Speakers Auditorium
Finale: Tuesday, February 15, 7:30 p.m., 

Student Center Ballroom
For more information, call Spotlight at 404/413-1610.

COURTYARD SERIES
Student Center, First Floor, 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Nick Motil, Acoustic, Thursday, February 3

Spring Locker Rentals
Lockers may be rented on 
a first-come, first-served 

basis from the 
Student•University Center 

for use through 
May 4, 2011.

To apply, visit 
360 Student Center.

Information Sessions for
Student Leadership Positions

in Campus Events, Spotlight, SGA, 
Lead Team and Student Media
Tuesday, February 1, Noon-1 p.m.

Sinclair Suite, Student Center

Thursday, February 3, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
230 University Center

Tuesday, February 8, 12:15-1 p.m.
404 University Center

Styles Spacing Lists

http://www.gsu.edu/studentcenter

Supported by Student Activity Fees

WHATʼS
HAPPENING
ON CAMPUS!

2011 MISS GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY 
SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT
Starring Cierra Gilchrist 

Miss Georgia State University 2010
Saturday, February 12, 7 p.m.

Student Center Ballroom

Come see who will be crowned the next 
Miss Georgia State University! 

Tickets at Student Center Information Desk: 
$10 GSU students • $15 general admission

More Information
404/413-1610 • missgsu@gsu.edu

Organization 
Roundtable

Thursday, February 3
Noon-1 p.m.

Golden Key 
Conference Room

Student Center

http://gsu.orgsync.com


	News
	Opinions
	Sports
	Entertainment
	Campus Life

