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Despite stricter admission stan-
dards at Georgia State, professors find 
that students still struggle with basic 
math and English skills.

 Many teachers, like English in-
structor Sara Hughes, find that many 
of their students are not prepared for 
college-level English and need to learn 
basic English skills. 

“Some students have all the right 
grammar usage, however, [they] lack 
depth of thought or insight, while for 
others the insight and ideas are there, 
but the poor usage of mechanics and 
grammar confuses the idea,” Hughes 
said.

Hughes expects her students to be 
able to write basic coherent paragraphs, 
but she often re-teaches material from 
high school and the 1101-level English 
Composition class. 

“Sometimes students have not ab-
sorbed what they learned,” she said. 

Hughes acknowledges that the 
student body has a diverse educational 
background and that students may not 
have learned some concepts in high 
school. 

Hughes suggests that for students 
to succeed in college English, they 
should retain and apply the informa-
tion that previous English teachers have 
taught. She also encourages her stu-
dents to read.

“The more you read, the better 
writer you will become. Students who 
read on their own time always do better 
on papers,” she said.  

Overall, Hughes sees improvement 
in many of her students.

“By the end of the semester I see 
improvement across the board,” she 
said.

Math modeling instructor 
Changyong Zhong also finds that many 
of his students are not prepared for ba-
sic mathematics. Since Math Modeling 
is typically taken by students who are 
not majoring in math or science, Zhong 
does not expect students to previously 
know high levels of math, but does ex-
pect them to know basic mathematical 
concepts like algebra.

“I expect them to know basics like 
basic linear equations. We have a di-
verse student body. Some students are 
prepared and others do not have basic 
algebra skills,” he said.

Zhong often re-teaches material 
that he believes students should have 
learned in high or even middle school. 
However, he also acknowledges that 
since Georgia State does not have a tra-
ditional student body, some students are 
coming back to school after a long time 
and have forgotten math they previously 
learned.

“Some students struggle in this 
course. For some students, math is just 
difficult,” he said.

For those students who struggle in 
math, Zhong suggests they review basic 
algebra from high school before going 
into classes. He also suggests that stu-
dents do the assigned homework. 

“Since it is not required to turn in 
homework, some students do not do it. 
But they need to practice enough,” he 
said. 

Zhong believes that high schools 
should make sure all students have a 
grasp of basic math knowledge. 

“High schools should make sure 
everyone gets the basics and then col-
lege will be much easier for students. 
Some students say they never under-
stood math until they got into college 
and now enjoy it,” he said. 

Incoming students struggle 
with math and writing skills

GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
Incoming students lack college-level math and English skills. 

More than 6,500 transfer 
students applied to Georgia State 
in the fall and out of those, 4,236 
were admitted, according to the 
College Board. 

Sophomore Ellie Harvie 
transferred from Georgia Gwin-
nett College in Lawrenceville.

“I transferred because I 
wanted to graduate from an al-
ready established business school, 
such as the Robinson College of 
Business,” she said.

Junior Emily Chambers and 
sophomore Ryan Christopher 
both transferred from Lipscomb 
University in Nashville, Tenn. for 

the exercise science program. 
“I love the environment and 

entertainment of the city,” Chris-
topher said.

 “The biggest surprise I had 
when coming to Georgia State 
was how many students are here,” 
Chambers said. “I loved the first 
day of school and walking around 
with all the students.” 

A transfer student must have 
a minimum GPA of 2.5 and have 
completed 30 semester credit 
hours or 45 quarter-hours of 
coursework. Completion of col-
lege preparatory curriculum in 
high school is a requirement as 
well. The courses that a student 
takes at their previous school are 
then matched to the equivalent 

course at Georgia State. Transfer 
equivalency charts are available 
on Georgia State’s website. 

There is an online pre-orien-
tation set up for transfer students 
“to help new transfer students 
transition and understand more 
about Georgia State policies and 
procedures, which may be differ-
ent than the policies at your pre-
vious school,” according to the 
transfer student website. 

“The transfer system was 
pretty simple because I was al-
ready in a state of Georgia school. 
The only class that didn’t transfer 
was an Intro to Biology lecture 
course because GSU requires lab 

Student body primarily transfer students
By SUCHI SAJJA
Staff Writer
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Students Ryan Christopher, Emily Chambers and Ellie Harvie transferred to Georgia State last fall. 

By MISHALL REHMAN
Associate News Editor

Auxiliary and Support Ser-
vices is doing its best to meet 
the parking needs of students at 
Turner Field, according to park-
ing and transportation manager 
Raymond Mensah. 

“Through a contract with 
the City of Atlanta and [the] Ful-
ton County Recreation Authority, 
we have increased the number of 
parking spaces by 50 percent,” he 
said.

The Auxiliary and Support 
Services provides 1,600 spaces at 
Turner Field for student parking. 

“This was done in order to 
increase the availability of park-
ing at Turner Field to students,” 
Mensah said. 

However, lack of funding 
continues to be a problem.

“Historically, the fee support 
in Transportation Services has 
not kept pace with the needs for 
increased services, yet services 
have been expanded to keep pace 
with the increasing needs, result-
ing in a cumulative deficit in the 
Transportation Services fund bal-
ance,” Mensah said. 

The Transportation Service 
department requested a transpor-
tation fee increase last fall. How-
ever, the Student Mandatory Fee 
Committee rejected the request. 

“However, as always, we 
will continue to closely monitor 
the demand for parking spaces at 
Turner Field and if [it is] deter-
mined that more spaces are nec-
essary and can be provided within 
available resources, we will be 
pleased to do so,” Mensah said. 

Mensah also said that once 
funding is no longer a problem, 
expanding parking at Turner 
Field will not be an issue.

“In our negotiations with 
the City of Atlanta and [the] Ful-
ton County Recreation Authority, 
we have kept the option open to 
increase the number of parking 
spaces at Turner Field as the need 
to do so arises,” he said. 

Auxiliary Support responds to parking complaints
By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor
and BENJAMIN BURTON JR.
Staff Writer

SEE TRANSFER, PAGE 5
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Georgia State’s student-led, 
student-run newspaper, The Signal, 
received first place, beating Mercer 
University’s The Cluster and Georgia 
Tech’s The Technique, for General 
Excellence for Four-Year Division A 
in the 2010 Georgia College Press As-
sociation Better Newspaper contest. 

The contest results and awards 
were given at the 2011 Georgia Col-
lege Press Association conference on 
Feb. 5 at the Classic Center in Athens, 
Ga. 

In all, The Signal claimed 12 top 
three placements in the Four-Year 
Division A category, including sec-
ond place for Layout and Design Ex-
cellence. 

The Signal received first place 
for Best Campus Community Service 
for Features in addition to second 
place for Best Campus Community 
Service for News. The paper also 
received second place for Best Cam-
pus Community Service for Sports as 

well as second place for Best Campus 
Community Service for Editorial. 

The Signal received second place 
in the Improvement Award. 

For individual awards, Megan 
Urry placed first in Best News Article 
Based on Investigative Reporting. 
Miranda Sain placed third for Best 
Editorial or Editorial Series. Whitney 
Jones placed second for Best Enter-
tainment Story. Zakkiyya Anderson 
placed first for Best Sports Story. 
Saakib Zafrani placed second in the 
sports category.

To qualify for the category, stu-
dent newspapers must come from a 
four-year institution with an enroll-
ment of more than 8,000 students. 
Members in the Four-Year Division A 
category include Georgia Tech’s The 
Technique, Emory University’s The 
Wheel, Georgia Southern’s George-
Ann, Mercer University’s The Clus-
ter, Valdosta State’s The Spectator, 
Savannah State’s The District and 
Armstrong Atlantic State’s The Ink-
well.

The contest luncheon was part 

of the 2011 Georgia College Press As-
sociation’s spring conference. While 
at the conference, staff members 
attended seminars about matters 
relating to media and the journal-
ism profession. Those in attendance 
representing The Signal and Georgia 
State were Zakkiyya Anderson (staff 
writer), Kirkland Carter (Sports 
Editor), Savanna Keo (Associate En-
tertainment Editor), Sheena Roet-
man (Editor-in-Chief ), Miranda 
Sain (News Editor), Chris Shattuck 
(Opinions Editor) and Saakib Zafrani 
(Associate Sports Editor).    

The Signal is an active member 
of the Georgia College Press Associa-
tion. The association says it is “dedi-
cated to assisting in the betterment 
of Georgia collegiate journalism and 
providing a reciprocal flow of in-
formation between its member col-
leges.” The association also provides 
internship and scholarship oppor-
tunities for students of its member 
schools. 

On Feb. 11, Hosni Mubarak 
stepped down as president of Egypt,  
ending his 30-year-reign. Before that, 
however, Georgia State students ral-
lied on campus in support for democ-
racy in Egypt on Feb. 9.

Members of the Progressive 
Student Alliance (PSA) were heard 
chanting various slogans such as 
“Down, down with Mubarak” and 
“From the Nile to the sea, Egypt must 
be free” in the Library Plaza. 

According to Tim Squire, mem-
ber of the PSA, the student advocacy 
group wanted to show international 
solidarity for the people of Egypt.

“We felt like a small rally would 
be better than nothing. If I was one 
of the Egyptians protesting on the 
streets and was being tear-gassed it 
would be nice to know that people 
around the world are demonstrating 
in support,” Squire said. 

Members of the PSA wanted to 

create community awareness about 
the protests in Egypt and increase ac-
tive participation of students.

“We don’t want students to take 
a passive role in what is going on in 
the world,” Squire said. 

Squire believes that the Unit-
ed States government is not doing 
enough to support the people of 
Egypt.

“They aren’t doing enough and 
they don’t want to do enough. It is in 
U.S. interest to support the Egyptian 
regime” Squire said. 

The regime of Mubarak has 
been a key U.S. ally in the Middle East 
on issues concerning the Palestinian-
Israel conflict. But the nearly 30-year 
rule of Mubarak has been one over-
shadowed by oppression of the Egyp-
tian people. 

Over the past couple of weeks, 
the people of Egypt took to the streets 
demanding democracy in their 
country. Even after strict curfews, 

MIRANDA SAIN | SIGNAL
Staff members of The Signal at the GCPA conference from left to right: 
Miranda Sain, Kirkland Carter, Sheena Roetman, Chris Shattuck, Saakib 
Zafrani, Savanna Keo and Zakkiyya Anderson. 

Signal wins top honors at Georgia College Press Association

Students and faculty respond to Egyptian protests

MISHALL REHMAN | SIGNAL
Top: Members of the Progressive 
Student Alliance demonstrated 
in the Library Plaza to show 
international solidarity for the 
Egyptian population. Far left: 
Signs held by students showed 
disapproval for the attitude the 
United States government has 
had towards Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. Left: Junior 
Stephany Sheriff and sophomore 
Layla Musa hold signs to show 
support for the Egyptians at the 
rally on Wednesday.

By MISHALL REHMAN
Associate News Editor

By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor

SEE EGYPT, PAGE 5
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FEBRUARY 2, 2011

SPARKS HALL: A report was filed for theft. The complainant, 
a Georgia State student, stated that at 11:05 p.m. he noticed 
his cellular phone was missing. The case is being handled by 
Investigations.

GENERAL CLASSROOM BUILDING: A report was filed for 
theft. The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 
3:30 p.m. she noticed her iPod was missing. The case is being 
handled by Investigations.

UNIVERSITY LOFTS: A report was filed for simple battery, false 
imprisonment, theft and interfering with a call for emergency 
assistance. The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated 
that at 4:43 p.m. she and her child’s father were arguing and he 
began to hit her and would not let her leave or call police for 
assistance. When he left the room, he also took her cell phone. 
The case is being handled by Investigations.

UNIVERSITY COMMONS: A report was filed for theft. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 3:05 p.m. 
she noticed money was missing from her wallet. The case is 
being handled by Investigations. 

FEBRUARY 3, 2011

WALL STREET: Officers arrested a non-Georgia State 
individual for theft by deception. At 10:42 p.m. officers 
observed the individual taking money from individuals as 
they entered the LAZ Parking Lot instead of allowing them to 
pay at the parking machine. He was arrested, processed and 
transported to the City of Atlanta Jail.

STUDENT RECREATION CENTER: A report was filed for theft. 
The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 2:40 
p.m. he noticed his headphones were missing. The case is 
being handled by Investigations.

LOFTS PARKING DECK: A report was filed for entering auto. 
The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 5:45 
p.m. she noticed her parking permit was missing from her 
vehicle. There were no signs of forced entry. The case is being 
handled by Investigations. 

FEBRUARY 4, 2011

UNIVERSITY BOOKSTORE: A report was filed for shoplifting. 
The complainant, a Georgia State staff member, stated that at 
10:08 a.m. he observed a Georgia State student take several 
items from the store in the past few weeks without paying. 
The student paid for the items, was issued a criminal trespass 
warning and was escorted from the bookstore.

FEBRUARY 5, 2011

FRESHMAN HALL DORMITORY: Officers arrested a Georgia 
State student for alcoholic possession under 21-years-old. At 
4:50 a.m. officers confirmed the individual was under 21-years-
old and intoxicated. He was arrested, processed and released 
on a Copy of Charges.

FEBRUARY 7, 2011

DECATUR STREET: A report was filed for robbery. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that on Feb. 6 at 
5 p.m. two unknown individuals approached him and snatched 
his cellular phone from his hand and ran from the area. The 
case is being handled by Investigations.

EDGEWOOD AVENUE: A report was filed for fraud. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that on Feb. 4 at 
2 p.m. he was advised that there were multiple unauthorized 
transactions made with his debit card. The case is being 
handled by Investigations.

Georgia State’s Student Govern-
ment Association held its bi-weekly 
Senate meeting on Feb. 10. During 
the meeting, the vice presidents of 
each respective committee gave a re-
port of their activities to the Senate 
and voted on motion to present the 
Code of Conduct proposal.

Academic Affairs Committee 
Report

Vice President of Academic Af-
fairs, Larry Heath, reported that key 
Georgia State administrations are 
tentatively planning to set spring 
break in 2012 to the first week of 
April. 

The committee has also been 
working on a resolution to provide 
students with a “relief bumper.” Ac-
cording to Heath, the resolution 
would prohibit instructors from 
“assign[ing] assignments worth 15 
percent of your grade or more ten 
days prior to your final.”

“In other words, you’d at least 
have a full week to prepare for your 
finals,” he said. 

The committee has also been 
continuing its work in planning the 
Educational and Career Symposium 
in conjunction with the Career Ser-
vices Center, the Alumni Association 
and the Major Matters program. The 
event will allow students to network 
with alumni, internship opportuni-
ties and study abroad programs. 

Lastly, the committee is continu-
ing with planning a spring town hall 
meeting. It is scheduled for March 22 
from noon to 2 p.m. in the Student 
Ballroom in the Student Center. 

Budget and Finance 
Committee Report

In the absence of Vice President 
of Budget and Finance Nicholas Al-
exander, Vice President of Public Re-
lations Christopher Sumter gave the 
report for the Budget and Finance 

committee. 
“We’re just going to continue to 

be fiscally responsible,” he said. 
The committee is still actively 

looking for student organizations to 
complete the Mid-Year Fee Alloca-
tion forms. According to Executive 
Vice President Elise Laplante, the 
committee has $100,000 available for 
student organizations to use. 

To date, the SGA has spent 
$9,499.85 of its $19,000 budget for the 
academic year. 

Public Relations Committee 
Report

Sumter also gave the report for 
the Public Relations committee. The 
committee has reservations for Feb. 
22 and 24 for the Ask Me Booths. The 
Ask Me Booths will allow students 
to ask Senators questions about the 
SGA and its work. 

The committee is also in the 
process of creating flyers for the Ed-
ucation and Career Symposium and 
the spring town hall meeting. 

Student Life Committee 
Report

Vice President of Student Life 
Britney Penn gave the Student Life 
Committee’s report to the Senate. 

The committee received ap-
plications for co-sponsorships. The 
SGA will also co-sponsor Delta Phi 
Lambda’s “Lunar New Year 2011” 
and Theta Nu Xi’s “My (blank) is 
Beautiful 2.0” event. 

Penn is communicating with 
Georgia State’s chapter of the Na-
tional Society of Collegiate Scholars 
to possibly co-sponsor an event this 
April. 

The committee is also promot-
ing their book drive. Book drive 
boxes will be in the University Cen-
ter and the Student Center until Feb. 
25. However, the book drive box in 
front of the SGA office will remain 
available longer. Students, faculty 
and staff can donate their unwanted 
books, textbooks and magazines in 

these boxes. 

Student Services Committee 
Report

In the absence of Vice President 
of Student Services Kortney Easterly, 
Senator Justin Hails gave the Student 
Services Committee report to the 
Senate. 

Hails reported that Easterly had 
received a feedback form from a stu-
dent “asking for [a] 24 hour library.”

However, Hails said the idea 
was not feasible due to security rea-
sons. Easterly did recommend a so-
lution to have the student connect 
with a friend in housing because “the 
community rooms are open 24 hours 
a day.” 

The committee is also research-
ing the parking issues that students 
have been having on campus. 

Motion to present new Code of 
Conduct

During the Senate meeting, the 
SGA unanimously voted to accept 
the language of the SGA’s proposed 
changes to the Student Code of Con-
duct after more than an hour of dis-
cussion.

The proposal is in response to 
the University’s wish to extend the 
jurisdiction of the Student Code of 
Conduct outside of campus. 

President James Dutton, Execu-
tive Vice President Elise Laplante, 
Chief Justice Allison Renyi and Sena-
tor Ben Williams conversed with 
students to draft a counterproposal 
to the University’s proposed amend-
ment. 

Laplante recognized that the 
Senate’s acceptance of the proposed 
changes was an important step.

“We understood the severity of 
off-campus jurisdiction and that’s 
why we brought it to you,” she said. 

The next SGA Senate meeting is 
Feb. 27 at 7 p.m. in room 460 of the 
University Center. 

By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor

Code of Conduct discussed at SGA meeting

MIRANDA SAIN | SIGNAL
SGA executive board members listen to a Senate member voice his opinions on the Code of Conduct 
proposal.
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Georgia State University President Mark Becker and the Office of Civic 
Engagement invite nominations for the 2011 Carl V .Patton Awards for    
Community Service and Social Justice. The awards will be presented   
during Georgia State University’s Service Recognition Ceremony  
in April 2011.   
 
The President’s Awards for Community Service and Social Justice were 
established in 2005 by Former President Patton and the Office of Civic 
Engagement. In 2010, the awards were named in Dr. Patton’s honor. 
 
 Guidelines for Eligibility  

Nominees must be faculty, staff, or students of Georgia State        
University, University Programs and/or Departments, or  

       Community Partners.  
Nominees must have performed the community service in the local 
Atlanta area or in the state of Georgia. 
Nominees must have performed the community service within the  

       last two calendar years.  
Each award recipient will have the opportunity to select a Georgia 
State University program or scholarship to receive a $500 gift. 
Any previous award recipients are not eligible for the same award.  
Nomination packets must be received by Friday, February 18, 2011.  

 
 
 
 

2011 Carl  V. Patton President’s Awards 
FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE AND SOCIAL ACTION 

 
Award Categories 

Outstanding Community Impact Award, Student -                   
Given to any Georgia State University student who has exemplified 
outstanding service to the community 
Outstanding Community Impact, Student Organization -   
Awarded to a chartered Georgia State University student organization 
that has provided exemplary service to the community 
Outstanding Faculty or Staff Award -                                           
Recognizes a Georgia State University faculty or staff member      
who has dedicated his or her time addressing a need in the Atlanta 
community 
Outstanding University Program Award -                                    
Acknowledges the efforts of campus programs that are created to 
serve Atlanta’s needs 
Outstanding Community Partner Award -                                 
Highlights the relationship between Georgia State University and a 
non-profit community agency to address community needs 

  
Nomination packets must include the following: 

A completed nomination form--to obtain a form through email,      
contact Kelli Vincent at kellivincent@gsu.edu or visit the Office of 
Civic Engagement, Student University Center Room 320 
A narrative demonstrating significant achievement of the  

      individual or organization in service  
Letter of support from those served and/or agencies in the community 
For student nominations please include a resume detailing service 
performed and number of hours completed.  

 

The Board of Regents discussed 
the current and future status of the 
lottery and HOPE scholarship at 
their monthly meeting on Wednes-
day, Feb. 9. 

Margaret DeFrancisco, presi-
dent of the Georgia Lottery Corpora-
tion, and Tim Connell, president of 
the Georgia Student Finance Com-
mission, spoke at the meeting. 

DeFrancisco discussed how the 
Georgia lottery is one of the most 
profitable lotteries in the world. 

“Over 80 percent of Georgians 
play the lottery,” she said. “We are 
number 16 in gross sales in the world 
… because we are at the top of the 
charts what that means for us is that 
our single biggest challenge is sus-
taining and maintaining that perfor-
mance.”

Although lottery revenues are 
high, totaling $883.9 million in fiscal 
year 2010, an unstable economy and 
rising costs of tuition means the lot-
tery cannot keep up with HOPE.

Connell, whose job is to dis-
pense lottery funds to HOPE recipi-
ents, discussed the structural chang-
es necessary for HOPE.

Potential changes Connell dis-
cussed included GPA requirement in-
creases, household income caps, off-

Board of Regents discuss HOPE, Chancellor Davis gives last address 

GEORGIA BOARD OF REGENTS
The Board of Regents discusses HOPE’s future.

setting Pell grant dollars, instituting 
a SAT/ACT requirement and time 
limits for the completion of a degree. 

Connell discussed the signifi-
cance of better preparing high school 
students for college in order to defer 
the costs of tuition for the large num-
ber of students who lose the HOPE 
scholarship after freshman year. 

The idea of eliminating reme-
dial programs from HOPE funding 
eligibility was discussed, with some 
opposition from Regent Kenneth 
Bernard, Jr. 

“I’m sitting on the Board of Re-
gents as somebody that went through 
remedial classes,” he said. “If I hadn’t 
had those two remedial classes in 
English I wouldn’t be here today.”

More stringent hours caps 
were introduced as a possible policy 

change. Connell discussed how the 
current cap of 127 hours is used flex-
ibly if a student is in their last semes-
ter. 

“Quite clearly we are on an un-
sustainable path and that also speaks 
to the need for action during this leg-
islative session,” he said. 

During the meeting, retiring 
Chancellor Erroll B. Davis, Jr. gave 
his fourth and final “State of the Sys-
tem” address. 

“Last year, I noted the State of 
the System was ‘challenged.’ One 
year later, my assessment has not 
changed – we are still challenged, 
and perhaps a bit more so. But we are 
still here, and expect to be next year, 
as well,” said Davis. 

Davis acknowledged the work of 
the 18 board members as well as the 

35 institutional presidents. 
“Their dedication, hard work 

and leadership have kept the lights 
on and the trains running,” said Davis 
about the institutional presidents. 

“We are here – despite the chal-
lenges – because of leadership, be-
cause of commitment and because of 
dedication,” he said.

Davis acknowledged two prob-
lems the board is currently dealing 
with: “declining state resources and 
rising enrollments.” 

However, Davis reminded his 
fellow board members that these ob-
stacles are not permanent.

“These two generate almost all 
of our current challenges. But they 
are again, not constants – they are 
variables,” said Davis. “And as a fun-
damental tenet of science, variables 

by their very nature, change.”
Davis emphasized the need for a 

college education in his speech.
“We are looking to the future 

and what we need to do to prepare 
for that future and to help Georgia 
reap the full benefits of this slowly 
developing economic recovery. That 
recovery will be driven by the need 
for the college educated,” he said. 

“This is an exceptional univer-
sity system in an exceptional soci-
ety. The latter is true because of the 
unbounded optimism of Americans 
for the future,” Davis said. “We share 
that optimism and we will continue 
to harness all of our resources – this 
board, our presidents and the great 
intellectual capital in our institutions 
– to serve this great state.”

By JESSICA MORRIS
Staff Writer
and MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor
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Egyptians remained on the streets 
in Tahrir Square. Many Egyptians 
have also been injured by supporters 
of Mubarak. International pressure 
has been mounting on Mubarak, 
however, he has refused to step 
down. 

“I don’t think it’s fair. It’s shock-
ing to learn that this oppression has 
been going on for 30 years but we 
weren’t exposed to it – we weren’t 
looking for it and now it’s hitting us 
in the face,” said Stephany Sheriff, 
president of the Project Nur chapter 
at Georgia State.

Also in attendance at the rally 
held at Georgia State, Sheriff felt it 
was her duty as an American to stand 
up for the Egyptian people, especially 
since she believes tax dollars are be-
ing used to fund Mubarak’s regime. 

“As an American, I think it is my 
duty to stand up and say that we don’t 
want our money being spent that 
way,” Sheriff said. 

Because of the recent events in 

Egypt, Project Nur is putting togeth-
er a forum for students to discuss the 
political unrest in the Middle East.  

“We want to hold a forum for 
students instead of having a panel of 
professors so students can talk about 
what’s going on and express their 
opinions,” Sheriff said.  

Other members of Georgia 
State have also held forums on the 
events of Egypt. The Political Sci-
ence department recently held a 
panel discussion on the history and 
future of democracy in Egypt. The 
panel included Michael Herb of the 
Middle East Institute, Rashid Naim 
of the Political Science department 
and Abbas Barzegar of the Religious 
Department. Students from vari-
ous academic backgrounds attended 
the conference where the panelists 
discussed the importance of regime 
change and the relations between the 
U.S. and Egypt.  

Dr. Rashid Naim was also re-
cently interviewed on CNN to ex-
plain the significance of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, a group that played a 
key role in the uprisings in Egypt. 

courses,” Harvie said. 
“The main transfer process 

went well for me. I was able to get my 
transcripts sent and take a summer 
class,” Chambers said. “But I am still 
having to deal with advisors about 
some of my main courses that may or 
may not count as credits here.”

Christopher said his experience 
did not go as well as Chambers’ and 
Harvie’s.

“I had a horrible experience 
with the admissions department be-
cause they confused me as a transient 
student instead of a transfer student. 
It was a very long process for me and 
it seems like each person I talked to 
referred me to someone else. On the 
other hand, I am still excited that I 
chose Georgia State.”

“In order to get involved on 
campus, I immediately signed up 
for choir because I love to sing. I got 
a job in the Piedmont North dining 
hall and became more involved in the 
Christian fellowship group, InterVar-
sity,” Harvie said. 

Christopher said, “Once I came 
to Georgia State, I got involved with 
certain clubs and sports at the [Stu-
dent] Recreation Center. I also got in-
volved with Christian organizations 
on campus such as InterVarsity, the 
BCM [Baptist Collegiate Ministries] 
and House Church.”

“I already knew people here 
and I moved in with a friend, so that 
helped. I have most of my classes 
with all the Exercise Science majors, 
so that helps as well,” Chambers said.

For more information on trans-
ferring, visit www.gsu.edu/admis-
sions. 

Georgia State University is using 
the Collegiate Learning Assessment 
test for the first time this year to 
gauge learning as students progress 
from freshman to graduates.  

The CLA is a standardized test 
of critical thinking skills that aims to 
measure the value of a Georgia State 
education. It will be a part of the uni-
versity’s College Portrait, designed to 
aid in decision-making for those pur-
suing postsecondary education.

“The test is analyzing for struc-
ture, as well as critical thinking and 
reasoning skills,” said Sheika Kendi, a 
research associate with the Office of 
Institutional Research. Kendi works 
in the Office of Institutional Research 
coordinating the  assessment test. 

Georgia State is a part of the 
Voluntary System of Accountabil-
ity Program, an “initiative by public 
four-year universities to supply clear, 
accessible and comparable informa-
tion on the undergraduate student 
experience to important constituen-
cies through a common web report 
– the College Portrait,” according to 
their website at www.voluntarysys-
tem.org. 

“This is a pilot for us and it is a 
relatively new requirement for the 

VSA,” Kendi said.
The College Portrait includes 

information such as tuition rates, 
campus safety statistics, average 
class sizes, student experiences and 
student learning outcomes. 

The newly-required CLA’s 
purpose is to improve the college 
portrait of the university. It is norm-
based, meaning that it caters to each 
student taking it.

The actual assessment test is 
similar to the writing portion of the 
SAT. Students are provided writing 
prompts and assessed on how well 
they structure and organize their re-
sponses. 

The test identifies strengths and 
weaknesses through the following 
categories: problem solving, writing 
mechanics, writing effectiveness and 
analytic reasoning and evaluation, 
according to www.collegiatelearnin-
gassessment.org. 

The test is not required for stu-
dents. 

A group of freshmen took the as-
sessment this fall. Seniors can volun-
teer to take the assessment beginning 
Feb. 1. 

Ideally, the university wants to 
track freshmen through their career 
at Georgia State, but because this is 
the first year, only a group of fresh-
men and seniors will take it. 

“It really is a service to the uni-
versity,” Kendi said. “This will allow 
us to be able to speak to the gains 
that students are making at Georgia 
State.”

The test is taken by computer 
and students have 90 minutes to take 
it. Students, even if they graduate, 
will receive their test scores through 
the mail in a few months. This assess-
ment has no relation to university re-
cords, Kendi said.

The CLA will be open to eligible 
seniors as defined by the university 
on a volunteer basis until 100 Georgia 
State seniors have signed up.  Howev-
er, to be an eligible senior, the student 
must have started their collegiate ca-
reer at Georgia State as a freshman. 

To take this assessment, visit the 
Exchange, located in Library South 
room 106. The assessment is given 
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and a student ID is 
required. 

Volunteers will receive a Geor-
gia State portfolio once they have 
completed the assessment. Georgia 
State seniors are encouraged to ap-
ply,

To learn more about the assess-
ment, view a sample personalized 
performance report and see example 
prompts, visit www.collegiatelearnin-
gassessment.org.

CARL STEAD
The Collegiate Learning Assessment is being conducted to measure 
the quality of education students are getting at Georgia State. 

Collegiate Learning Assessment gages 
student learning from freshman to senior
By NICOLE SCHIMMEL
Staff Writer
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“By bringing a casino into Georgia 
State’s backyard, legislators would be 
inviting crime onto campus.”

Miranda Sain
News Editor

msain1@student.gsu.edu

In early 2009, a plan was proposed 
by the leaseholders of Underground 
Atlanta to build a Vegas-style casino, 
hotel and entertainment complex in the 
area. According to the plan, the new ca-
sino complex would generate millions 
of dollars for the HOPE scholarship 
and billions in tourism dollars as well 
hundreds of jobs. 

However, the plan came to an 
abrupt halt when the Georgia Lottery 
Board refused to vote on the casino 
proposal. Former Gov. Sonny Perdue 
also took a stiff stance against bringing 
gambling into Georgia. 

Now, Georgia has a new governor 
who has said that he will keep an open 
mind and listen to legislators’ opinions 
on bring gambling into the state. The 
student leadership at the Georgia In-
stitute of Technology has also begun a 
strong push for the renewal of the plan 
in light of HOPE’s continuing need for 
funding. 

A casino complex in Underground 
Atlanta is a bad idea considering its 
close proximity to the Georgia State 
campus. 

By bringing a casino into Georgia 
State’s backyard, legislators would be 
inviting crime onto campus. Since casi-
nos began appearing in the ‘70s, studies 
have consistently shown that casinos 
bring crime along with big dollars. 

According to a report by the Na-
tional Gambling Impact Study Commis-
sion, 12.4 percent of crime in a county 
with a casino would not be there if 
casinos were absent. By 1996, casinos 
accounted for 10.3 percent of violent 
crime in the counties that house them. 

According to the federally-funded 
study “Effects of Casino Gambling 
on Crime and Quality of Life in New 
Casino Jurisdictions,” drug violations, 
simple assault, credit card fraud, auto 
theft and prostitution increased by 
more than 50 percent after a casino 
opened.

Since Georgia State has a unique 
urban campus intertwined with a 
sprawling metropolitan city, the Geor-
gia State University Police has to patrol 
the campus for non-Georgia State 
offenders. In a city with more than half 
a million people and a large homeless 

population, this is already a job in and 
of itself. With a casino in the vicinity, 
the university and the state would have 
to provide extra funds for more security 
and police officers. 

While the HOPE scholarship is 
strapped for cash and jobs are des-
perately needed in a state with a 10.2 
percent unemployment rate, construct-
ing and opening a casino complex in 
Underground Atlanta would put stu-
dents at a higher risk of being victims 
of a crime.

The potential impact on the 
university itself could be devastating. 
If the crime statistics hold true with 
a casino in Underground Atlanta as 
with the other casino areas, students 
might be dissuaded from attending the 
university. 

With more than 30,000 students, 
Georgia State is already hard-pressed 
for space in its cramped campus. By 
adding a 12-acre casino and entertain-
ment complex next door, the crowded 
campus would only get smaller as tour-
ists and business travelers flooded into 
the area.  

Those in favor of the Underground 
Atlanta casino plan argue that the 
casino is needed for the money it would 
pump into the city and the HOPE 
scholarship program. According to the 
HOPE proposal released by the student 
leadership at Georgia Tech, the Under-
ground Atlanta casino could increase 
HOPE revenue by 40 percent. 

Certainly, it is easy for student 
leaders at Georgia Tech to breathe 
new life into the casino idea and give it 
renewed momentum. It all goes back to 
the sociological principle of NIMBY, or 
not in my backyard. For Georgia Tech, 
putting a casino in Georgia State’s back-
yard is not a problem as long as it isn’t 
in their backyard.

Instead of seeing dollar signs and 
an easy out for the HOPE conundrum, 
legislators need to seriously consider 
the consequences of a casino being 
located so close to a college campus. 
Legislators should not turn a blind eye 
to student safety or the university’s 
livelihood while it searches for a solu-
tion to resurrect the economy and fund 
the HOPE scholarship program. 

Casino in Underground 
Atlanta is a bad idea

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Spring break is too early
Traditionally, spring break is a weeklong 

recess from the rigors of day-to-day college 
life. Ideally, the weather is warm, the beaches 
are packed and old high school friends are all 
back in town. It also goes without saying that 
spring break should be in spring, or at the 
very least in March. 

For most of the major universities in 
Georgia, that is the case. Kennesaw State 
University and Southern Polytechnic State 
University share the same break, from Mar. 7 
to 11. The University of Georgia and Georgia 
Southern University also share the same 
break, from Mar. 14 to 18. Georgia Tech’s 
spring break is from Mar. 21 to 25. 

But Georgia State’s spring break is from 
Feb. 28 to Mar. 4. Apparently, the powers that 
be don’t believe that we deserve the warmer 
weather or companionship of our friends.

How do the universities decide who 
gets spring break and when? In 2010, all of 
the aforementioned universities, including 
Georgia State, had their spring breaks 
in March. In fact, all of the universities 
mentioned, except for Tech and Georgia 
Southern, had their spring breaks start on 

Mar. 8 last year. Georgia Southern’s break 
was the following week. 

Though not technically in spring, that 
week embodied everything that spring break 
has come to mean for college students. 
Many students converged on Atlanta to 
meet up with their friends before heading 
off to their various destinations, like warm 
sandy beaches, cruises to exotic locales, 
fresh powder out west or just spending time 
catching up with family and loved ones. 

It’s obviously too late to do anything 
about the dates now, but hopefully in the 
future decision makers will understand just 
how much spring break means to students. 

More important than having the break 
in the heart of spring is having the break at 
the same time as friends. As we get further 
into our studies or closer to graduation, 
time spent with friends seems to dwindle. 
After college, things just are not the same. 
Everyone goes off their separate ways and 
attempts to start their careers. Spring break 
is critical to maintaining those relationships 
and having those experiences that will be 
cherished for years to come. 

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD reflects the majority opinion of the Editorial Board
of The Signal, but not necessarily the opinions of individual editors.
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ARE UNDERGRADUATE CLASSES TOO CROWDED?

•	 Yes, classes should generally be smaller and more individually focused.
•	 No, I feel more comfortable with a greater amount of people in class.
•	 I have no opinion on the issue. 
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One storm (or several) does not 
disprove global climate change

Following a series of some of 
the most intense snowstorms to hit 
Atlanta in several years, one might 
be tempted to believe that these 
events “disprove” the science of 
global warming and climate change.  
Well, frankly, anyone who believes 
that would be wrong. 

Indeed, after any particularly 
nasty storm, some prominent pundit 
or “climate-change skeptic” will 
inevitably refer to global warming as 
some sort of hoax or wide-ranging 
myth – usually before they make 
some sort of crack about Al Gore or 
climate change scientists in general. 

But that doesn’t change the fact 
that decades of independent, scien-
tific research has clearly and deci-
sively confirmed the phenomenon 
of anthropogenic global warming.  
For that matter, the last two decades 
have been the hottest on record.

In reality, every major scientific 
organization around the world is in 
consensus over whether humans are 
responsible for global warming as 
a result from increased greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

So why so much opposition 
to the idea of anthropogenic global 
warming and climate change?

Perhaps for the leaders of major 
corporations or other businesses 
that might be affected by legislation 
aimed at regulating climate-chang-
ing gases, their strategic opposition 
and calculated “skepticism” could 
just be a clever economic ploy 
intended to keep their bottom line as 
high as possible. 

But what about the thousands 
of people who don’t have such a 
vested economic interest that don’t 
accept the science of global warm-
ing?

In my opinion, the primary rea-
son many self-labeled “skeptics” re-
ject the very notion of global warm-
ing and anthropocentric climate 
change rests with their inability to 
understand and differentiate the 
most fundamental terms involved in 
the discussion of climate change and 
global warming. 

To understand why a single 

“... every major scientific 
organization around the world 
is in consensus over whether 
humans are responsible for global 
warming...”

Chris Shattuck
Opinions Editor

cjsuainc@gmail.com

storm does not disprove the theory 
of climate change, one must under-
stand the subtle difference between 
an area’s climate and its weather as 
well as the difference between cli-
mate change and global warming. 

Whereas the term ‘weather’ 
refers to the atmospheric conditions 
of a geographical location at a given 
time, the ‘climate’ of an area denotes 
a general trend in weather change 
over an extended period of time. 

To measure climate, scientists 
use averages of temperature or 
precipitation levels, among other 
indicators, to form a general predic-
tion of an area’s weather patterns 
over time.

However, climates can and do 
change over time and many years 
based on a variety of factors. For in-
stance, scientists believe that Earth 
has gone through several extended 
periods of natural climatic change 
over the last hundreds of millions of 
years. 

However, climate change need 
not be natural, nor isolated. Indeed, 
this is a general assumption behind 
the overall theory of anthropogenic 
global warming.  

In the case of global warming, 
scientists attribute the overall rise in 
Earth’s measured surface tempera-
ture as the result of decades of hu-
man emissions of greenhouse gases 
like carbon dioxide.

Indeed, these gases contribute 
to what is known as the greenhouse 
effect, which refers to the process in 
which these gases absorb infrared 
radiation from outer space and 
warm the Earth’s air.

Global warming patterns deal 
with aggregate temperature rises 
and not with the normal fluctua-

tions usually attributed to weather 
forecasts. Even extreme winter 
weather is not mutually exclusive 
with the concept of global warming 
or climate science in general. 

And because the term global 
warming is inclusive of the entire 
planet and not just specific climates, 
individual areas may be affected in 
different ways.

In fact, as strange as it may 
sound, there is even some evidence 
to support the claim that global 
warming might be responsible for 
the increasing severity of the storms 
that have afflicted much of the coun-
try in recent months.

As global warming increases 
and climate change becomes more 
extreme, we can expect not only 
rises in sea level and aggregate tem-
perature but also increased flooding 
and more volatile storms.

Indeed, the additional snowfall 
experienced in Atlanta and other 
cities in the United States could be 
attributed to the effects increased 
moisture in the air – a byproduct of 
global warming. 

To any objective observer, our 
situation should be clear: something 
must be done soon before we can’t 
do anything to stop it. 

However, action can’t be taken 
without a basic knowledge of the 
terms used to describe our predica-
ment. 

Understanding the usage of 
these terms in the greater scien-
tific and policy discussion over 
global warming is vital to disproving 
ignorant, no matter how popular, 
misconceptions about global warm-
ing and climate change.
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YOUR	VOICE	•	YOUR	OPINIONS
What is your favorite place to 

study on campus, and why?

S T U D E N T 
V O X

“Well, most times, if it’s for 
math, I like to go to the MILE. 
Otherwise, for anything else, I 
hang out in my room because 
it’s someplace quiet.”

Drake Grier
Junior, Film and Philosophy

“The library because there’s a 
lot of space to spread out.”

Christopher Cooper
Sophomore, Journalism

“Probably the ninth or tenth 
floor of GCB because it’s 
quiet.”

Megan Jane
Junior, Sociology

“The library because it’s 
sometimes quiet, and that 
makes it a good place to 
study.”

Shahrukh Manjiyany
Freshman, Biology

“The fifth floor [of the] library 
because it’s very quiet and I 
can concentrate on my work.”

Alifia Virani
Freshman, Nursing

“My favorite place to study is 
the library because it has all 
the resources I need.”

Gabrielle Jasso
Freshman, Biology

The CounTdown  
begins to 

4/1/11
See one of these artists in the  

Spring 2011 Concert

This Just In 
  After 1,400 students voted, the Top ArTiSTS
       for the Spring 2011 Concert are – 
                                         in no  
                                particular order: * C

hris B
rown

* L
udacr

is

* B
.o.B

* Lupe Fiasco

* Bruno Mars

*  Kid Cudi*  Wiz Khalifa
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Most students at Georgia col-
leges and universities are aware of 
the HOPE scholarship. It is amazing, 
or it was. Most of us pray that when 
we graduate high school, we have 
that all-important 3.0 so that we 
don’t have to pay tuition at in-state 
schools. Unfortunately, with the 
state of the economy, money is being 
taken from education in general and 
the HOPE fund in particular.

Recently, there has been much 
discussion in the Georgia Legislature 
regarding HOPE and tuition hikes. 
There was even an organized rally 
against hiking tuition last semester, 
with hundreds of students gathering 
at the Capitol to show their disap-
proval. However, times are changing 
and the requirements for HOPE 
likely will be as well.

According to Georgia Legisla-
tive Watch, on Feb. 3, Representative 
David Lucas (D-Macon) introduced 
House Bill 159, which would place 
a family income cap of $66,000 on 
the HOPE money. This may sound 
extreme, but I applaud the legisla-
tors for trying to save HOPE.

In an Atlanta Journal-Consti-
tution article from December, Gov. 
Nathan Deal said the suggestions 
being made to the scholarship are 
meant to salvage it. Thus far, the 
suggestions have included: raising 
the required GPA from 3.0 to  3.2, not 
allowing remedial classes to be cov-

ered and an income cap. I hate that 
so many students may not qualify for 
the scholarship now because it really 
is great. It has paid for all four years 
of my education. However, if anyone 
is to get any help, something has to 
be done. 

“HOPE will continue for our 
deserving students, but it just won’t 
be the same HOPE they’ve seen be-
fore,” said Len Walker, Chairman of 
the House Higher Education Com-
mittee. “But it is not reasonable for 
us to expect the scholarship to cover 
100 percent of tuition anymore.”

The scholarship was founded 
in 1993 by then-governor Zell Miller. 
HOPE stands for Helping Outstand-
ing Pupils Educationally. HOPE is 
only one part of the lottery-funded 
programs established by Miller. 
Other programs include a volun-
tary pre-kindergarten program for 
four-year-olds and an instructional 
technology program.

There has not been an income 
cap placed on the scholarship since 

1995, when the previous cap of 
$100,000 was abolished. Since its 
beginning, the program has funded 
more than 900,000 students.

HOPE also allocates $150 per 
semester to books. While this is a 
nice addition to the scholarship, that 
amount is often a joke. It is rare to 
buy books that cheap – as a senior 
taking just a few classes, my books 
were just under this amount. But 
anyway, I feel very fortunate to have 
had the opportunity to be awarded 
and maintain HOPE throughout my 
four years at Georgia State.

It is important for students to 
stay updated on the changes that 
will be made to this scholarship. As 
tuition rises, the lottery in Georgia 
cannot keep up with the amount of 
students receiving the scholarship. 
Nonetheless, students: keep up with 
the scholarship because education 
is so important, as we can all tell by 
the thousands of people flooding 
campus everyday. These changes 
will affect you! 

Is there hope for HOPE?
“...if anyone is to get any help, 
something has to be done.”

Nicole Schimmel
Staff Writer

nschimmel1@student.gsu.edu



SPORTSEDITOR

Kirkland Carter
signalsports40@gmail.com

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Saakib Zafrani
sjzafrani@gmail.com

THE SIGNAL | TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2011

www.gsusignal.com/sports

Director of Athletics Cheryl 
Levick and Head Football Coach Bill 
Curry have announced the schedule 
for Georgia State’s second football 
season. Next season will host a series 
of rematches, including the heart-
breaker against Jacksonville State, as 
well as some new competition. The 
Panthers will face some stiff opposi-
tion, but Coach Curry is satisfied. 

“As with any schedule, you try to 
achieve the right balance, and I think 
we’ve done that,” Curry told Georgia 
State Sports Communications.

Clark Atlanta University
Sept. 1 (Home - Opener)
“The Thursday night home opener 
is a game we will schedule whenever 
possible,” Levick said. “Our team and 
fans love the big-game atmosphere of 
a Thursday night at the Dome, and 
the opportunity to kick off the college 
football season in Atlanta is great ex-
posure.”

Old Dominion University
Sept. 10 (Home)
The Panthers lost on the road to 
ODU 20-34 last season, and hope to 
redeem themselves at home in the re-
match. This will be a tough matchup 
against a future Colonial Athletic As-
sociation opponent. 

Jacksonville State University
Sept. 17 (Away)
The heartbreaking touchdown that 
wasn’t the last time these two teams 
met is still fresh in the minds of Pan-

ther fans. The football team will face 
them again on the road. Jacksonville 
is coming off of successful season in 
which they made the playoffs. 

University of Houston
Sept. 24 (Away)
The only scheduled game against 
an FBS opponent is sure to be a test 
for Curry and his men. The Houston 
Cougars ended their season at 5-6 
with a 35-20 loss against Texas Tech. 

Murray State University
Oct. 8 (Home)
Georgia State will host the Racers 
in the third home game of the sea-
son. Murray State is coming off of a 
6-5 season that had two players win 
the Sports Network’s All-America 
honors. The Racers also had the best 
punt returner in the FCS last season.

South Carolina State University
Oct. 15 (Away)
South Carolina State posted a 9-2 
record in the FCS last season and 
made a trip to the playoffs. The Bull-
dogs averaged 31.81 points per game 
and had four games with 44 or more 
points. They were, however, domi-
nated at Georgia Tech in a 41-10 rout. 

University of South Alabama
Oct. 22 (Home)
Home: University of South 
Alabama Oct. 22 
This season’s homecoming game 
won’t be against a pushover, but 
rather a rematch against the Jaguars 
who beat the Panthers in Mobile, Al 
39-34. The Jaguars are coming off 
of an undefeated 2010 season with a 

vaunted offense averaging 41.3 points 
per game. 

University of Texas, San 
Antonio
Oct. 29 (Away)
The UTSA Roadrunners will host 
Georgia State in their inaugural foot-
ball season this year. Head coach 
Larry Coker lead the Miami Hurri-
canes to a national championship in 
2001 with 12-0 record. Even in their 
first year, the Roadrunners will be no 
pushover.  

Lambuth University
Nov. 5 (Home)
The Lambuth University Eagles will 
return to the Georgia Dome for a 
rematch. The game fell apart in the 
fourth quarter last season and Lam-
buth won 23-14. The Eagles finished 
last season at 4-6, but went undefeat-
ed the season before.  

University of West Alabama
Nov. 12 (Away)
The Tigers of the University of West 
Alabama are coming off of a 7-4 sea-
son. West Alabama is a NCAA Divi-
sion II school and are a member of 
the Gulf South Conference, in which 
they finished fifth last season.

Campbell University
Nov. 19 (Home)
The Panthers defeated Campbell 
University Camels last season on 
the road 24-21. The Camels finished 
their season with a record of 3-8 last 
season, and will be coming to the 
Georgia Dome with a vengeance for 
the final game of the season. 

Athletics announces football schedule for fall 2011

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Head football coach Bill Curry at a Panther football press conference.

By SAAKIB ZAFRANI
Associate Sports Editor

Women’s softball coach Bob 
Heck was inducted into the Dugout 
Club’s Softball Hall of Fame at a cer-
emony at Kennesaw State University. 
Heck, who was inducted into Hall’s 
third class, was presented with a 
plaque and a ring from Kennesaw 
State’s Hall of Fame coach Scott 
Whitlock.

The Georgia Dugout Club is 
an organization recognizes notable 
players and coaches. Heck is a legacy 
at Georgia State University and has 
done many notable things for the 
program and is known for his mod-
esty.

Heck enters this season only 
five games short of 700 wins, and the 
Harvard graduate spearheaded the 
transition of the softball team’s to 
the first NCAA-sanctioned fast-pitch 
program in the state in 1985. Since 

then, he has coached more than 1,274 
games, according to Georgia State 
Athletics.

Heck has been called a pioneer 
of the game, but he never forgets to 
recognize those who have helped 
him and the girls he coaches.

“I don’t feel like I’m a pioneer,” 
Heck said.” There are so many people 
that have influenced me, I wouldn’t 
know where to begin.”

Heck went on to say he was 
absolutely humbled to receive this 
award. He is entering the upcoming 
season only five games short of 700 
wins.

“I can’t say that I haven’t thought 
about it, but it’s no big deal,” he said.

There is much more to Heck 
than statistics. He has the respect of 
all of his assistant coaches and play-
ers, but he also has the respect of his 
competitors.

Assistant coach and recruit-
ing coach Roger Kincaid recounted 

when University of Georgia Head 
Coach Lu Harris-Champer asked 
Heck to speak to her team before the 
Bulldogs played the Panthers in a 
non-conference game last season.

Heck spoke to the Bulldogs 
about the philosophy of life.

“You could tell the kids were re-
ally listening,” Kincaid said.

He demands respect both on and 
off the field. In addition to many ac-
colades and winning records, Heck’s 
team has a very high grade point 
average, 3.4 collectively. Senior first 
basemen Lauren Jones explained 
that Heck never curses or yells, and 
that he makes sure that the team 
knows that they are students first.

She has been a captain for two 
years and interacts with Heck per-
sonally everyday as a liaison between 
the coaches and the team.

“He’s understanding,” Jones 
said. “He makes sure we’re giving 
100 percent, [but] he’s relaxed [and] 

Heck inducted into Georgia 
Dugout Club Softball Hall of Fame
By NICOLE SCHIMMEL
Staff Writer

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Softball head coach Bob Heck is a legend in collegiate softball.

calm. Nobody would ever know he’s 
mad.”

Many people can see Coach 
Heck and the Panthers’ records and 
statistics, but Heck has done so much 
more for the program. Coach Kincaid 
said he has contributed more than 
time. Heck has also contributed his 
own money toward building the pro-

gram.
“His legacy is what he’s done for 

the program,” Kincaid said. “There’s 
much more to Coach Heck’s legacy 
than wins and losses.”

The team will play in the Geor-
gia State First Pitch Classic Feb. 12, at 
Panthersville.
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As spring peeks around the cor-
ner, and basketball season winds to a 
close, Georgia State‘s nationally ac-
claimed baseball team prepares for 
their return to the diamond. At 4 p.m. 
on February 18th, the Panthers will 
trot out for their season opener at 
home against Texas Southern in Pan-
thersville.  

The 2010 Panthers baseball 
team finished with a 34-23-1 record, 
including a 17-6 record in Colonial 
Athletic Association play and led 
the nation with 10.5 runs scored per 
game. The team’s .355 batting aver-
age was also the third best in the na-
tion. Georgia State returns a veteran 
roster, which features 15 seniors from 
the nation’s most potent scoring of-
fense.

Senior outfielder’s Ryan Flem-
ing and Mark Micowski headline a 
batting order, which scored runs at 
will last season. After hitting 10 home 
runs, 40 RBI’s and batting with a .392 
average, Micowski earned 2011 CAA 
Pre-Season Player of the Year honors. 
Fleming led the Panthers in home 
runs with 13 and batted in 59 RBI’s.   

The Panthers also return junior 
third baseman Brandon Williams 
who brought in a team high 73 runs 
and hit .408 last season. Senior sec-
ond baseman Rob Lind and power-
hitting DH Joey Wood will also con-
tribute heavily to the Panthers home 
run happy offense. These Panthers 
are renowned for their hitting, but 
field an unheralded yet successful 
pitching staff. Closer Justin Malone 
as well as starting pitchers Aidan 
Francis, Charley Olson hold down 
the bullpen. 

Head coach Greg Frady is re-
turning from leading the German 
national team to a third place finish 
in the European Baseball Champion-

Baseball eyes 2011 CAA crown in new season

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS 
Senior Rob Lind hit .430 against CAA pitchers in 2010.

By CHARLES DUNSON
Staff Writer

The Georgia State softball team 
finished with a 3-1 record at the 
Georgia State First Pitch Classic last 
weekend at Panthersville. 

The Panthers’ first game of 
the season went down to the wire, 
and had an exhilarating finish as 
sophomore Audrey Mason stole 
home in the bottom of the seventh to 
seal the win against Tennessee Tech. 

Trailing 0-2 in the bottom of 
the fifth inning with only one hit on 
the day, junior Emily Althafer hit a 
two-run homer that got the Panthers 
on the board. With the game tied in 
the bottom of the seventh, Georgia 
State had runners at first and third. 
Sophomore Whitney Phillips swung 
and missed as redshirt sophomore 
Chelsea Sparks took off for second. 
Tech’s catcher attempted to throw 
her out and Mason jumped on the 
opportunity and stole home. 

In their second game on 

Saturday, the softball team beat 
Morehead State 10-7. At the bottom 
of the third, the Panthers found 
themselves trailing yet again, this 
time 4-1. The turning point of the 
game came when senior Lauren 
Jones hit a three-run homer to tie it 
up. 

The Panthers pulled away with 
another three-run homer by junior 
Emily Whitaker. The Eagles tried to 
mount a comeback, but a fly ball to 
junior Cassie Boese in the seventh 
ended the affair. 

Georgia State finished 2-0 on 
Saturday.  

The one loss came from a 13-1 
thrashing by Syracuse University on 
Sunday. The Orange scored five runs 
in the third inning and then another 
six in the seventh. The Panthers 
could not overcome the deficit 
brought on by errors in the third 
inning, and the game really got out of 
hand in the seventh.

Jones hit a solo-homer in the 
sixth to keep Syracuse from earning 

the shutout. Syracuse ended the 
classic 4-0. 

In the final game of the classic, 
the Panthers faced a rematch against 
the Morehead State Eagles. In her 
first career start, freshman Kaitlyn 
Medlam pitched a complete game 
shutout to send Georgia State out on 
a high note with a 5-0 victory. 

Medlam struck out three, 
allowed only five hits and not a 
single walk in a tremendous effort, 
considering the Eagles had scored 
seven runs not 24 hours before. 

A common theme at the classic 
seemed to be getting behind early, 
and as shown in the Syracuse game, 
the Panthers won’t always be able to 
dig themselves out. The 5-0 shutout 
of Morehead State shoed resiliency 
and was a strong finish. 

The softball team prepares to 
face off against in-state rivals Georgia 
Southern in a doubleheader on 
Wednesday, Feb. 16 at Panthersville.

ship this summer, the highest finish 
in the nations history. 

“We scored a lot of runs last year 
but our goal as a team to start the 
year out is always to be strong on the 
mound and play good defense,” Frady 
said. “When you pitch well and play 
good defense, it gives your team a 
chance to win.” 

Georgia State’s baseball pro-
gram has made remarkable strides 
under Frady’s leadership. The fifth 
year coach has consistently preached 
about fostering a winning culture 
and how players within the program 
now expect to win.  In a pre-season 
poll, the Panthers were selected by 
CAA coaches to finish second in the 

Colonial Athletic Association.
“Our expectations are to put 

ourselves in position to win the con-
ference championship,” Frady said. 
“But it hasn’t always been like that.”

Under Frady, the program has 
evolved to a point where they expect 
to be perennial conference title con-
tenders.  The Panthers have won 30 
games in three consecutive seasons 
and their 73 wins over the past two 
seasons is their greatest win total 
over a two year span in program his-
tory.

“When I started working here 
seven years ago, my first year as an as-
sistant coach, they had only had one 
winning season in the modern era 

since they brought baseball back in 
‘92,” Frady said. “The team had been 
competitive but hadn’t been a consis-
tent winner.”  

For the third consecutive year, 
the James Madison Dukes were se-
lected as the CAA pre-season favor-
ite. The Dukes finished two points 
ahead of Georgia State for first place 
and also received four first place 
votes. Last season, James Madison 
earned the top seed in the conference 
tournament and is returning a trio of 
CAA all-performers, but also has an 
inexperienced pitching staff.

Despite being widely consid-
ered a conference favorite, Frady 
doesn’t take the competition lightly 

in conference and isn’t intimidated 
by any of the big name programs. 

“I think all the teams in the 
league can beat us if we don’t play 
well,” Frady said.

In 2009, the Panthers won the 
CAA Conference Tournament and 
earned an NCAA Regional berth. De-
spite falling short, in 2010, the Pan-
thers expect to earn a return trip.

“I think we’re pretty confident 
in our offensive players that we can 
score some runs so if we can pitch it 
well, get that defensive effort that we 
need and [have] ability to score some 
runs, it should put us in position to be 
really competitive,” Frady said.

Softball opens season at First Pitch Classic

SCOTT LOWRY | SPORTS ACTION PIX
Junior Emily Althafer’s two-run homer tied the game and brought the 
Panthers back for a wild finish. 

By SAAKIB ZAFRANI
Associate Sports Editor
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The men’s tennis team 
continued its dominant play this 
weekend, defeating Tennessee Tech, 
UT Chattanooga and North Georgia 
with relative ease (6-1, 6-1, 7-0), 
giving the young squad a 8-3 record. 
With major contributions from 
freshmen Thomas Cook and Gabe 
Townes, head coach Chase Hodges 
is hoping to improve upon the semi-
finals appearance in the 2010CAA 
Tournament.

“Our goals are to leave 
everything on the court and battle for 
every point,” Hodges said.

Hodges will be returning for 
his 2nd season this year along with 
assistant coach Scott Curry. The 
team has eight players followed by 
four returning players along with one 
senior. The team hopes to improve in 
doubles play to take that next step in 
CAA competition.

Last season, the team had 
an impressive season with a 15-7 
record overall, and is considered the 
“biggest single-season turnaround in 
collegiate tennis history,” according 
to Georgia State Athletics.

“Last season, we exceeded 
everyone’s expectations, and I do 
not want the guys to be satisfied this 
season with mediocrity.”

This past fall, the young squad 
fine-tuned their game in preparation 
for spring play. They competed in the 
Bulldog Scramble and Crimson Tide 
Invitation to conclude the fall season. 
At the Bulldog Scramble they won 
four of their singles matches and two 
of their doubles matches. Freshmen 
Thomas Cook and Vincent Verpeaux 
were impressive during the scramble, 
winning their respective matches. 
Senior Juan Pablo Gutierrez and 
sophomore Lucas Santana both 
traveled to Alabama for the Crimson 
Invitational, where they won the first 
round before being defeated in the 
second round.

The team lost their season 
opener against North Florida by a 
score of 5-2. The Panthers seemed 
to be finding a groove against the 
University of Central Florida, but 
the team fell just short, losing 4-3. 
They won their singles matches but 
continued to struggle with doubles 
play. Freshman Victor Valente turned 
heads with a stellar performance 
against UCF’s Blaze Swartz, who is 
one of the best singles players in UCF 
history.

Their first home match was 
against in-town rival Mercer on 
Feb.2, where the Panthers beat the 
Tigers with a 5-2 win, winning four 
of their singles matches and two of 
the doubles matches. Gutierrez was 
impressive, winning straight sets in 
the singles competition. The victory 
got the Panthers going, and the 
young team has only lost one since, 
a 7-0 drubbing at the hands of No. 21 
Georgia Tech.

Hodges was pleased by the 
team’s performance this weekend.

“It is nice to be 8-3 on the season 
and pick up two more victories 
today,” Hodges told Georgia State 
Athletics. “I was very impressed 
today with the play of Gabe Townes 
at the No. 1 spot. Our doubles play 
continues to improve, and the team is 
gaining more confidence.”

By April, Hodges feels the 
team will be playing at their full 
potential in hopes of winning the 
CAA Tournament. Hodges wants 
the students to come and support 
the red-hot men’s tennis team at 
Piedmont Park.

“Come out and support our 
program at Piedmont Park,” Hodges 
said. “Our schedule is online and 
admission is free.  We need your 
support!”

Men’s tennis fine-tuning for CAA play
By LAUREN-ASHLEY MINCEY
Staff Writer
and KIRKLAND CARTER
Sports Editor

GEORGIA STATE ATHLETICS
Sophomore Victor Valente continues his strong singles play in 2011.
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For those of us that have 
seen the near-cryptic trailers for 
DreamWorks’ new flick I Am 
Number Four, a little feeling of 
uncertainty sets in for anyone 
who hasn’t read the novel the film 
is based on, the first in a proposed 
series of six. From what we can 
tell, John Smith (Alex Pettyfer) 
is an outsider with a secret bigger 
than himself. As he moves from 
town to town, changing his iden-
tity each time, he finally settles in 
with the sought-after and beau-
tiful Sarah (Dianna Agron), only 

to see their relationship 
tested to the fullest by 

his past and present 
demons. 

John is one 
of six unique 

individuals 
who has 

‘I Am Number Four’ stars talk humility, camaraderie 

something to hide — but the first 
three have already been killed. 
I Am Number Four is a story 
of lies, deception and secrets. 
Fortunately, the young actors 
in the film align with nothing of 
the sort, and opened up about 
their chemistry, what it was 
like to work with big timers like 
Transformers producer Michael 
Bay, and how each is dealing with 
their newly booming careers.

While none of the actors 
were familiar on a friendly level 
with each other before begin-
ning filming I Am Number Four, 
their camaraderie came easy and 
strengthened quickly. 

“I know people say that in 
interviews, but it really does be-
come like a family. You live with 
these people for three to four 
months and you spend [24 hours 
each day, seven days each week] 
with them,” explained Alex Pet-
tyfer, who plays John. 

Dianna Agron, of FOX’s 
mega- hit show Glee, plays Sarah, 
and fanned the flame of a ru-
mored romance with Pettyfer.

“He is a wonderful, wonder-
ful guy. He’s very smart and very 
passionate about this film, and I 
think it shows with his work,” 
she said.  “[His passion made it] 
so much easier to work with him 
because he was there and pres-
ent. We had a good load of fun 
laughing [along with] silly mo-
ments.”

When asked if she prefers 
the small screen or her recent 
appearances in feature films 
(she was also in Burlesque), 
she explained that they could 
not be more different, but also 
could not be more wonderful.  

“When I do work on 
the show, it can be very fast-
paced because we only have 
about eight days per episode. 
You trust that you know the 
character and the work so 
well, that sometimes when 
you might not have the most 
time to study it that you are 
still on the right track,” she 
said. 

A film, however, is not 
so easy. 

“[When] you’re 
working on a film, you 

know the beginning, mid-
dle and end and you can really 

sink into it,” Agron said.
The young actress also 

touched on popularity and high 
school, a common theme in much 
of her acting repertoire. 

“I was a well-liked kid be-
cause I was nice to the people, 
and I didn’t particularly lie in one 
type of group or clique,” she said. 
“In some ways, you could say that 
that might be a popular kid, but 
it didn’t feel that way that it’s de-
picted in movies. It wasn’t like I 
was walking down hallways cool, 
strutting my stuff in some high 
heels with a light shining on me.” 

In the film, most characters 
are the complete opposite of 
Agron in real life: They are out-
siders. 

Callan McAuliffe, who plays 
Sam, explained his role. 

“[Sam is] that kid that gets 
picked on a lot by the cool or the 
more popular kids at school but 
because both he and John are 
outsiders in different respects 
they both bond [over their differ-
ences with others],” he said.

None of the actors were ex-
ceptions when it came to being 
a little star-struck by D.J. Caruso 
(Eagle Eye, Disturbia) and Mi-
chael Bay, who produced all three 
Transformers films.

“I idolize Michael Bay and I 
idolize D.J. I love the work that 
they have done and I have grown 
up with it. To be a part of the 
creation of the movies that they 
make was such a big honor for 
me,” Pettyfer explained. 

For standing fans of the novel 
by Pittacus Lore that I Am Num-
ber Four is based on, more from 
the series may hit the big screen. 

“If we’re fortunate enough to 
have some success, I know that is 
something everyone’s been talk-
ing about. We’d love to follow it 
up,” director D.J. Caruso said of 
the second novel, The Power of 
Six. 

“[It works because] there are 
six remaining and Number Four 
and Number Six end up team-
ing up together. So from a liter-
ary standpoint, there is definitely 
more planned,” Caruso said. 

I Am Number Four opens 
nationwide on Friday, Feb. 
18.

DREAMWORKS
English actor Alex Pettyfer takes a starring role as John in I Am Number Four, his first American film.

By CHELSIE ROHLEN
Staff Writer
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Malissa Sole isn’t afraid to ask 
for help. When the Atlanta dweller 
founded 4th Ward Heroes in May 
of 2009, her willingness to ask for 
favors and advice gave her the mo-
mentum she needed to get the pro-
motions company moving. But when 
Sole was in Egypt at the end of Feb-
ruary, nobody could help her quickly 
get a flight back home. 

Sole began visiting friends in 
Egypt in 2002, then studied Arabic at 
the American University in Cairo two 
years later. She’s visited the country 
almost every year since.

“Egypt is like my second home,” 
said Sole, who books concerts and 
events throughout Atlanta and some-
times Athens.

Sole traveled to Egypt to attend 
a wedding a few days before the pro-
testing began. 

“I had an absurd layover in 
Frankfurt, and I looked up at the TVs 
and I was like, ‘F**k,’” she said. “Im-
mediately, I knew Egypt was going to 
be interesting. But I didn’t think to 
this extent.”

After the Jan. 22 wedding, Sole 
recalled, “all hell broke loose on Jan. 
25.” She was able to leave the Four 
Seasons Hotel Cairo at Nile Plaza 
where the ceremony was held, but 
said that the newly married couple 
was temporarily withheld by hotel 
management.

“They just got married — they 
want to go on their honeymoon!” she 
laughed. 

Sole stayed with friends in a 
gated community in New Cairo, a 
recently built satellite city about 10 
minutes from Tahrir Square.

“The night when the phone ser-
vices were shut off, then the Inter-
net was shut off, the only access to 
anything I had was CNN,” Sole said. 
“[They] had not yet started reporting 
on the issue, so the other opportunity 
was Al Jazeera English.”

“So you’re in Cairo and you’re 
seeing what’s really happening, and 
you flip the channel to the United 
States and it’s like nothing. That’s 
when I started to get worried,” she 
said. 

Sole said she felt relieved when 
tanks and soldiers arrived to monitor 
the surrounding area of her friend’s 
home, but was taken aback when, 
once mobile phone services were re-
stored, her friends received govern-
ment-regulated text messages.

“It was in Arabic; everybody was 
getting it. It just said, ‘Young men of 
Egypt, stand up and fight for your 
president,’” she said. 

After a sleepless runaround 
of flight updates and repeated re-
scheduling with Lufthansa German 
Airlines — and, of course, a massive 
phone bill accrued by multiple calls 
to D.C. — Sole eventually boarded a 
flight to Frankfurt, and returned to 
Atlanta only three days later than 
she’d planned.  

The brief panic she endured 
hasn’t weakened her enthusiasm for 
Egypt, and it hasn’t marred her pride 
in its citizens’ uprising. Sole said she 
wanted to join the protests in Tahrir 
Square, but her friends urged against 
it.

“[The Egyptian people] have 
found their voice. I’m so proud of 
them,” she said.

It’s that same impenetrable abil-
ity to understand hardships as po-
tentially constructive obstacles that’s 
fueled Sole’s success with 4th Ward 
Heroes. Even the company’s begin-
nings display that admirable trait: 
She founded it not long after losing 
her job at an Atlanta architecture 
firm. 

“When the economy fell out, I 
was a consultant, so my job was the 
first to go. I thought, ‘It will pick back 
up and people will start building 
again.’ That hasn’t quite happened 
yet,” Sole said.

Sole then worked for Have You 
Heard, a now-defunct blog and pod-
cast, and booking concerts was a fre-
quent responsibility. In May of 2009, 
she went a little rogue and arranged a 
show at 529 with The Constellations 
and The Judies. She left Have You 
Heard soon after.

She’s still breaking even with 
most events, but 4th Ward Heroes’ 
reputation in Atlanta is widespread. 
It hasn’t come without the help of 
her social network, though.

“I book all the shows, but I team 

up with other people. That’s the 
beauty of 4th Ward Heroes. Even 
though I am responsible for every-
thing at the end of the day … I have a 
lot of really great friends and they do 
all kinds of things,” she said. 

When she was only a budding 
promoter, Sole enlisted friends with 
varying talents who were in similarly 
fledgling stages. 

“They would help me, they 
would work in whatever capacity, 
whatever their skills or talents were, 
and I’d promote the sh*t out of them 
in return. And it’s worked over the 
years because we’ve all grown and 
people have gotten better. I like to 
think that I’ve gotten better run-
ning production — I know a lot more 
about sound than I used to,” she said.

Sole said locals are quick to get 
involved with the music scene, es-
pecially if it’s for charity. Under 4th 
Ward Heroes’ name, she’s organized 
benefits for various charities, includ-
ing Haiti relief and homeless chil-
dren.  

“I know other booking agents 
who don’t have the circle of people 
working on shows that I have. They 
don’t have that kind of support sys-
tem in place. And I think it’s ‘cause 
they don’t ask,” she said. “The only 
difference is that I ask. I’m really 
good at asking for help — it’s the only 
thing I do better than anyone else.”

And will Sole return to Egypt 
again next year?

“Are you kidding me? I’m going 
to go back as soon as I can,” she said, 
and expressed hopes to one day book 
a 4th Ward Heroes show in Cairo. 
She said that she and members of 
The Howlies, a local pop-inclined 
punk band, have joked for years 
about a New Year’s Eve show at the 
Great Pyramids of Giza — but Sole is 
serious.

“I think we have a much better 
shot at it now, if [President Hosni] 
Mubarek steps down, for getting 
some honest-to-goodness cultural 
exchange,” she said.

 
Entertainment Editor’s note: 
The interview with Malissa Sole 
was conducted before Friday, 
Feb. 11, when Mubarek officially 
stepped down.

Like long-winded versions of 
the tabloids that line grocery store 
checkouts, celebrity memoirs are 
rife with trivial information. For 
Eugene Pack, those all-too-reveal-
ing autobiographies are the stuff of 
gut-busting comedy. 

Pack, a writer, producer, ac-
tor and playwright, co-created Ce-
lebrity Autobiography with Dayle 
Reyfel. The live show puts stars’ 
books on trial in the most hilari-
ous of ways: onstage and out loud. 
The rotating cast, which includes 
comedians and actors like Rachel 
Dratch (Saturday Night Live), Rosie 
Perez (Pineapple Express, Lipstick 
Jungle), Mario Cantone (Sex and 
the City) and Pack himself, reads 
straight from books penned by ce-
lebrities. From the Jonas Brothers 
to David Hasselhoff to Suzanne 
Somers, no star’s book is safe from 
Celebrity Autobiography. 

One of Pack’s favorite acts in 
the show is a recent addition: ex-
cerpts from Tiger Woods’ book, 
How I Play Golf.

“That’s something that I read, 
and in [the book], he talks graphi-
cally about his golfing technique 
and every single sentence is pretty 
much a double entendre. It’s fas-
cinating — you really can’t believe 
how these words resonate after 
what’s happened. It’s all about how 
he strokes his putter, and how he 
examines the area around the hole. 
It really is unbelievable,” he said.  

Pack is so familiar with ce-
lebrity memoirs that he’s nailed 
down the typical formula, and why 
they’re such great fodder for the 
show.

“The problem with some of 
the people that write these books 
is that they have something dra-
matic sometimes that happens to 
them. I’ve looked at it as a science, 
where they put that in the prologue 
— this crazy, dramatic, ‘I’m teeter-
ing on the edge of a cliff’ or ‘I was 
given the role of a lifetime’ or ‘They 
threw me in jail for 30 minutes,’” he 
said. 

“And then chapter one is ‘I was 
born in…’ And then as the chapters 
continue and continue, [the celeb-
rity] run[s] out of thoughts. Toward 
the end of the book, they talk about 
how they get ready in the morn-
ing, what their favorite ice cream 
is or colors that they love,” he said. 
“Those are the parts that we love 
reading, because [of ] those details. 
You think, ‘Oh my god, I can’t be-
lieve they wrote that. I can’t believe 
people care.’ We do, in a strange 
way.”

The show runs monthly in 
New York City, as well as in Lon-
don and Los Angeles. This week, 
Celebrity Autobiography comes to 
Atlanta for the first time. Scott Ad-

Stranded in Egypt, moving Atlanta music

Celebrity memoir 
mockery comes to the 
Buckhead Theatre
By JHONI JACKSON
Entertainment Editor

sit (30 Rock) and Luke Perry, among 
others, are slated for the debut per-
formance. 

“Luke Perry has never done it 
before. He’s always wanted to do it 
and somehow this worked, so that’s 
going to be really fun,” Pack said. 

Scott Adsit said his favorite 
book to read at the show is by David 
Hasselhoff. 

“He did Jekyll and Hyde: The 
Musical a few years ago … and he 
gave himself a good review,” Adsit 
laughed. 

Adsit, a Celebrity Autobiogra-
phy regular, said he’s looking for-
ward to working with Perry — “He’s 
dreamy,” he said — and the rest of 
the seven-member cast, many of 
whom he hasn’t worked with yet. 

Adsit is also in several other 
acts, including one Pack is par-
tial to: the infamous Eddie Fisher, 
Elizabeth Taylor and Debbie Reyn-
olds love triangle. Each star wrote 
a memoir that mentions the feud 
— and each of them told their own 
version of what happened.  

“[It’s] one of my personal fa-
vorites, just because it’s such an 
epic, mind-blowing story,” Pack 
said. “Because it’s a story that hap-
pened in the ‘60s, but it’s kind of 
like the Brad Pitt, Angelina Jolie, 
Jennifer Aniston story revisited.”

Pack said the show sometimes 
pits celebrities against each other 
by reading about one subject that’s 
in more than one book, like when 

CELEBRITY 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY
WHEN Feb. 19, 7:30 p.m.
WHERE The Buckhead 
Theatre, 3110 Roswell Road
ADDITIONAL INFO $30-
$75, all ages.

CELEBRITY AUTOBIOGRAPHY
Scott Adist, a frequent Celebrity 
Autobiography cast member, 
will perform at the Atlanta 
show.

By JHONI JACKSON
Entertainment Editor

ZACH WOLFE
Sole running production for Slush Fund Recording’s Spencer for Mayor Day Party on June 26, 2010, at AthFest. 

SEE MEMOIR, PAGE 16



01 Kaputt
Destroyer (Merge) 

02 Is Growing Faith 
White Fence (Woodsist)

03 Ventriloquizzing
Fujiya & Miyagi (YepRoc)

04 Decline/These Arms 
Roman Photos (Double Phantom)

05 Rare 
Calibro 35 (Nublu)

06 Volumes 1 & 2 
Pigbag (Fire)

07 unlearn. 
Fergus & Geronimo (Hardly Art)

08 III: Arcade Dynamics
Ducktails (Woodsist) 

09 City Walls EP
Endless Wave (Fort Point)

10 The World Needs More Skillz 
Skillz (E One)

11 Teenage and Torture
Shilpa Ray & Her Happy Hookers (Knitting Factory)

12 Outside 
Tapes ‘n Tapes (Idid)

13 Deerhoof Vs Evil 
Deerhoof (Polyvinyl) 

14 Um, Uh Oh 
Say Hi (Barsuk) 

15 Grown Unknown 
Lia Ices (Jagjaguwar)

16 Tre3s 
Chikita Violenta (Arts & Crafts)

17 Wondervisions 
Delicate Steve (Luaka Bop) 

18 100 Lovers
DeVotchKa (Anti)

19 Seefeel 
Seefeel (Warp) 

20 White Wilderness 
John Vanderslice (Dead Oceans)

21 Hardcore Will Never Die But You Will 
Mogwai (Sub Pop)

22 Mighty 
Lord Huron

23 Cape Dory
Tennis (Fat Possum)

24 Voltaire Twins 
Voltaire Twins 

25 Beachcomber’s Windwosill
Stornoway (4AD) 

26 This Frontier 
White Sea (Obscura) 

27 Zonoscope 
Cut Copy (Modular) 

28 End it All 
Beans (Anticon) 

29 S/T II 
Akron/Family (Dead Oceans)

30 Alright You Restless 
AgesandAges (Knitting Factory)

The British band’s 
first LP since ’96, this 
one is slathered in 
scathing distortion, 
freaky electronics and, 
on occasion, topped off 
with ghostly vocals. 
It’s the nightmarish 
version of dream pop, 
but for some reason, 
it’s incredibly likeable.

Quirky, Portland-
based folk-pop fit for a 
campfire sing-a-long.

This album is exactly 
what indie rock should 
be: accessible but 
creative, catchy but 
fresh.

Zeus’ debut LP Say Us starts off 
very deceptively. After a few min-
utes I was very quick to pass it all off 
as another classic rock-influenced 
band that sounds only slightly differ-
ent than actual classic rock. But as I 
listened a bit more closely, I realized 
that that there really is something 
substantial here. There’s a deeper 
meaning than mere piano-dad-rock. 
Say Us does bear a resemblance to 
more run-of-the-mill rock, but Zeus 
transcends it all through an impres-
sive exploration of southern sounds 
filtered through some simply great 
songwriting. 

“How Does It Feel?” and “Fe-
ver of the Time” launch the album 
in a rather boring fashion, but you 
quickly realize that they’re necessary 
to set up the energy that progresses 
to a breaking point throughout the 
tracks. There’s a feeling of real joy 
here, which is starkly absent from 
most of today’s artists. Too much of 
music is just terribly, terribly sad, and 
while most of my favorite bands are 
supremely depressing, sometimes 
listening to them can be incredibly 
exhausting. Music doesn’t always 
have to mentally and emotionally 
challenge the listener. Sometimes, 
you just want music to make you feel 
good. 

The only pervasive issue on Say 
Us is the same issue that affects many 
modern jam-ish sounding bands: 
a separation from your influences. 
There are some points on the album 
which sound almost identical to 
The White Stripes or Led Zeppelin. 
While it is absolutely impossible to 
not sound at least sort of like the mu-
sic you listen to, it’s a problem when 
no clear distinction can be made be-
tween your songwriting and your fa-
vorite band’s songwriting. Thankful-
ly, Zeus takes from some of the best 
influences, touching on Neil Young 
and even Fleetwood Mac. 

Some tracks have a tendency 
to feel like filler, but there are real 
standouts, like “Marching Through 
Your Head” which accomplishes ev-
erything that a song should. There’s 
infectious hooks, genuine energy and 
variation in song structure. 

Zeus
Say Us
Arts & Crafts

By PAUL DEMERRITT
Staff Writer

Zeus transcends run-of-the-mill rock on new LP

This 23-year-old New 
Jersey dweller makes 
mostly instrumental 
tunes that sound like a 
futuristic front-porch 
jams.  
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And on top of all of that, the 
band members are really good mu-
sicians. Zeus certainly has room for 
improvement, but with only a few 
minor tweaks the band could easily 
garner a sizable and faithful fan base. 
Though it has its downfalls, Say Us 
can make you feel like you’re driving 
down a sunny road next to a farm in 
Tennessee with a big, goofy grin on 
your face — and not enough music 
achieves that.

When the husband-wife duo of 
Patrick Riley and Alaina Moore de-
cided to buy a sailboat and escape 
to the ocean for a year, they had no 
intention of restarting their musical 
careers. 

Something about the solitude of 
that journey inspired them enough to 
pick their instruments back up and 
record a full album detailing their 
adventure. Cape Dory is the result, 
and it resembles nothing less than a 
sunny day and an endless ocean. 

Taking large bouts of inspiration 
from ‘60s girl bands, Tennis is about 
as retro as pop music can possibly 
sound. 

There’s washy harmonies, sway-
ing walls of noise and relaxed energy, 
all led by the warm refrains of Moore. 
It is an infectiously cheery album, al-
most forcing the listener to smile at 
its unwaveringly blissful sound. 

While it is an undeniably joyful 
album to listen to, it faces the limita-
tions of all surf revival bands in that 
there is virtually zero stylistic varia-
tion. The melodies and rhythms were 
done the exact same more than 40 
years ago, so at this point it seems un-
necessary to rehash an already estab-
lished sound. 

At some level, this void of origi-
nality is forgiven — Tennis pulls off 
that ‘60s vibe of laid-back optimism 
with a perfect level of precision. One 
could inconspicuously place tracks 
like “Take Me Somewhere” and “Bi-
mini Bay” among the early Beach 
Boys recordings. 

Style should never be copied, 
but if it is, it is vital that you copy it 
well to achieve any kind of legitima-

Cape Dory
Tennis
Fat Possum

By PAUL DEMERRITT
Staff Writer

cy. Tennis is incredibly successful at 
this and so the pair has most likely 
achieved what they wanted to do 
with Cape Dory. 

It seems Tennis had no goals of 
breaking any sort of musical ground 
here, so to criticize them for not 
grasping any originality seems a little 
arbitrary. Yet there is obviously tal-
ent laden within this album, and it 
appears fitting to hope for Tennis’ 
eventual musical maturation. 

If Tennis actually took the time 
to develop a unique sound, they 
could have the capacity to create a 
serious stir in music. While it is easy 
to ask for more from Tennis, it is even 
easier to forgive and get caught up in 
the mellow euphoria of Cape Dory.

Atlanta’s own rap trio Travis 
Porter continues to keep it “Turnt 
Up” with Music Money Magnums, 
the outfit’s first release since signing 
with Jive Records.

Music Money Magnums is club-
friendly, whether it’s a nightclub or 
strip joint, with high-energy beats 
courtesy of production from FKi, 
Nard & B, Big Fruit and KB. The 
19-track mixtape features appear-
ances from Yo Gotti, Big Sean, Retro 
Sushi, Tyga and Short Dawg. 

The intro to the mixtape is an 
awkward conversation between DJ 
Drama, DJ Teknikz and DJ Scream 
about who would do the intro, with 
no reference to the actual mixtape 
until the end of the track. 

The actual opener, “Doggin’,” is 
about not committing to just one girl. 
Quez raps, “All my girls be changing 
like the seasons.”

This work has many of the same 
qualities of previous Travis Porter 
material — catchy and sometimes 
simple hooks mixed with high-pow-
ered thumping and laced with arro-
gant lyrics.

The middle of the mixtape is 
strictly party music. “Down Low,” 
featuring rapper Tyga, is an homage 
to adult entertainers: “ I like it when 
she take it / down low, down low / 

Travis Porter
Music Money Magnums
Jive/Porter House

By TYANA JACKSON
Staff Writer

SEE TRAVIS PORTER, PAGE 16

If you like Crystal 
Castles but you’re 
sometimes freaked 
out by Alice Glass’ 
pervasive angst, give 
Voltaire Twins a listen. 
The Australian duo 
makes hard-hitting but 
aggression-free synth-
pop that you can’t help 
but dance along to.



Atlanta Events

Want to see an event in this space? Contact Jhoni Jackson at 
signalentertainment@gmail.com with the event name, time, 
date, location and a brief description.

TUESDAY, FEB. 15

Red Cup Party: Playboy Tre, Sean Faylon
Playboy Tre is quickly garnering national press (Spin, XXL) as he 
conquers the hip-hop ladder. His mixtape The Last Call, released late 
last year, features appearances from Lil Jon and B.o.B. Check Tre at 
a personal, low-capacity venue before it’s too late. Other local MCs 
performing include Stanza, Big K.R.I.T., Rittz and Jarren Benton. 
Maurice Garland, a Creative Loafing writer and hip-hop know-it-all, 
plays host. Oh, the cover charge earns you free beer all night. (Really.)
Smith’s Olde Bar, 1578 Piedmont Road // 8 p.m. // $10, 21 and up

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 16

John McMillian
American press in the ‘60s reflected the culture it covered. A revolution 
that would change the country forever was under way, and the media 
were no different. McMillian’s book, Smoking Typewriters: The Sixties 
Underground Press and Rise of Alternative Media, chronicles the 
subversive nature of the time as well as the new style of publications 
it yielded. Let’s hope he discusses Atlanta’s own ‘60s-era alternative 
paper, The Great Speckled Bird. 
Decatur Library, 215 Sycamore St. // 7:15 p.m. // Free, all ages

THURSDAY, FEB. 17

Comics Book Club
If you’re into comic book, meet some likeminded folks at this monthly 
event. Every third Thursday, the focus is on a selected work, but any 
worthy comic book is also up for discussion. Sloth by Gilbert Hernandez 
is this week’s pick. 
Criminal Records, 1154 Euclid Ave. // 7 p.m. // Free, all ages

FRIDAY, FEB. 18

Atlanta Dubstep Presents: 2562
David Huismans — the Netherlands-bred beat-master also known 
as 2562 — bumps bass-heavy dubstep at The Sound Table in the Old 
Fourth Ward. Local DJs Josh Clayton and Distal also spin. 
The Sound Table, 483 Edgewood Ave. // 11 p.m. // $5, 21 and up

SATURDAY, FEB. 19

It’s Not Me, It’s You: A Collection of Breakup Readings
Whether you were single and sad or coupled and content on Valentine’s 
Day, there’s something awkwardly cathartic about hearing other 
people’s relationship woes. Hosted by Purge ATL, a local online culture 
magazine with a subversive slant, the event features music from Book 
Club and a slew of Atlanta writers — like Amy McDaniel of Solar Anus 
and Man Martin, author of Endless Corvette and the upcoming Paradise 
Dogs — telling five-minute breakup stories. 
Wren’s Nest, 1050 Ralph David Abernathy Blvd. // 6 p.m. // Free, all 
ages

SUNDAY, FEB. 20

The Red Balloon
Based on the classic French 1956 short film about a boy who befriends 
a red balloon, Park Cofield’s version incorporates puppetry, live music 
and a combination of French and English. The performance is family 
friendly, but timeless and artsy enough for adults to love too. 
7 Stages Theatre, 1105 Euclid Ave. // 3 p.m. // $12-$25, all ages

MONDAY, FEB. 21

Dead Rabbits, Young Circles, Gun Party
If you think rock ‘n’ roll is dead, head to this show. These local guitar-
heavy acts, plus Young Circles of Boca Raton, Fla., are well prepared to 
give your jaded soul a startling wake-up call. 
529, 529 Flat Shoals Ave. // 9 p.m. // Free, 21 and up
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Sylvester Stallone’s diet details and 
Tommy Lee’s sexual exploits are 
combined.

“It’s as if they’re both on stage 
with their respective memoirs do-
ing the celebrity mash-up, back and 
forth,” he said. “Who’s more outra-
geous than the other one? The guy 

who’s talking about everything he 
has in his refrigerator and freezer 
or the guy who’s talking about how 
to turn on a woman in this graphic, 
graphic detail?”

Though the comedic show 
pokes fun at celebrities, Pack noted 
that Celebrity Autobiography points 
to a cultural commonplace that’s as 
interesting as it is laughable. 

“The whole evening is not about 

making fun of that particular celeb-
rity or anything mean-spirited. It’s 
more about … thinking how mind-
blowing it is that everybody has a 
book. If you’re famous, then you can 
write a book. Whether it’s a memoir 
at any age, if you’re the Jonas Broth-
ers, or you can write a book about 
health and fitness or self-help be-
cause people know who you are. It’s 
fascinating,” he said. 

Real strippers only do it / down low, 
down low / Baby take it off.”

The trio gets inspirational on 
track “We Outchea,” especially on 
the chorus: “You gots to get outchea 
/ and get to it / ’cause it ain’t gone 
come to you.”

Consistent comes to mind when 
listening to Music Money Magnums. 
The trio has created its own musical 
lane; there is no denying that they 
aren’t lyrical rappers, and it works 
for them. 

Southern slang is often used, 
like the phrase “guaped up,” which 
means to have a lot of money. Other 
tracks that stand out are “Dem Girls” 
featuring Big Sean, “Whatever She 
Want” featuring Yo Gotti and Coco 
Kiss, “Heartbreaker” and the strip 
club anthem “Cake.”

With the momentum built 
around this release via social media, 
Music Money Magnums still doesn’t 
trump Proud to be a Problem, which 
is likely the best entry in Travis Por-
ter’s music catalog. 

If drinking, partying, getting 
money or going to strip club is your 
element, Music Money Magnums 
might be your new soundtrack.

Rolling Blackouts is the third 
album from The Go! Team, an in-
die-rock sextet that blends its funky 
pop-garage-rock sound with pretty 
much every musical style it can get 
its hands on. 

The Go! Team
Rolling Blackouts
Memphis Industries

By BROOKE MARSHALL
Staff Writer

>> MEMOIR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

In any given song, you might 
hear hip-hop, distortion, chanting, 
clapping and maybe a touch of blax-
ploitation or Bollywood influence — 
just to keep things interesting.

The band is also known for its 
manic energy — think a giddy little 
kid on the last day of school — and 
this album is no exception. 

Opener “T.O.R.N.A.D.O.” is the 
aural equivalent of someone burst-
ing into a room, slapping you across 
the face and demanding to know why 
you aren’t dancing. The strange thing 
is, you’re not angry; in fact, you’re 
grinning, shaking your head and boo-
gieing right alongside him.

The energy continues unabated, 
bouncing merrily through the peppy 
“Secretary Song” and opening “Apol-
lo Showdown” with a sirenlike wail 
that conjures up images of topping 
800 points in a game of Skee-ball. 
Funky, with hip-hop-influenced vo-
cals and an anthemic chorus punctu-
ated with spirited clapping, this song 
exemplifies the overall feel of the al-
bum: fun music that fires you up. 

If Galactic, Deerhoof — whose 
lead singer, by the way, makes an ap-
pearance on “Secretary Song” — and 
ADHD had a baby, it would be The 
Go! Team. 

The band doesn’t slow its break-
neck pace until “Bust-Out Brigade.” 
By the time this track rolls around, 
you’ve earned a break. 

And oh, what a break this in-
strumental jam provides. Please bear 
with me when I tell you this song 
sounds like a mash-up of “Soul Man” 
and The Price Is Right theme as per-
formed by a pep band marching in a 
parade on a rainy day.

As soon as you’ve caught your 
breath, the album resumes its for-
mer frenzy with track after track of 
bouncy, sing-a-longablethe bouncy, 
sing-a-longable “Buy Nothing Day.” 

Rolling Blackouts isn’t without 
its moments of introspection, usu-
ally in the form of 2-minute long in-
strumental interludes. The wistful 
“Super Triangle” evokes the bitter-
sweetness of winning a video game 
you’ve spent weeks playing, and 
“Lazy Poltergeist” languidly mean-
ders through a piano landscape.

Of course, this is The Go! Team, 
and they can’t help but cheer back up 
again. A final highlight  is “Yosamite 
Theme” which, despite the nagging 
spelling error, is one of the most 
cheerful songs you’ll ever hear. You 
half expect the music to be carried 
out of your speakers on the backs of 
butterflies. 

It’s this kind of thing — totally 
hyperbolic happiness, utterly over-
the-top energy — that makes Rolling 
Blackouts such a pleasure. It’s exu-
berant, but it doesn’t take itself too 
seriously, which makes listening all 
the more fun.

>> TRAVIS PORTER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Throughout a career spanning 
more than 15 years and nine albums, 
Destroyer founder Dan Bejar has 
drawn numerous comparisons to Da-
vid Bowie, and for more reasons than 
just his sound. Bowie is the quintes-
sential rock chameleon; future audi-
ences may just award this title to Be-
jar. Every album gives us something 
a little different — the chamber pop 
of Rubies, the MIDI experimentation 
on Your Blues, the straight-up indie 
rock of Trouble in Dreams and we 
could go on and on. 

Kaputt is the culmination of 
more than a decade and a half of ex-
ploration and evolution, a masterful 
triumph of a musician in the prime of 

Destroyer
Kaputt
Merge

By BROOKE MARSHALL
Staff Writer

his career. 
That said, it’s a soft rock, lite 

jazz album.
Don’t let that put you off, 

though. If it makes you feel more 
comfortable, we can call this album 
jazz-influenced chamber pop, or de-
scribe it as quiet and introspective 
without sacrificing richness or com-
plexity. We can say Kaputt evokes the 
distant half-memories of childhood 
that seem insignificant but that also 
form an essential part of your iden-
tity: snippets of the undersides of 
tables or of walking through a store 
holding your mother’s hand. 

These descriptions all apply, 
even if Kaputt is a soft rock album. 
What makes this tired style work in 
this context is the fact that it isn’t 
some kitschy joke. Admittedly, there 
are flashes of irony, but for the most 
part, Bejar seems sincere — the lyr-
ics are too challenging and the music 
too lush for him to simply be messing 
with his listeners.

The album is tinged with a sense 
of jadedness, of weary bemusement. 
Album opener “Chinatown” feels like 
a draft in late fall that chills you and 
fills you with a sense of introspec-
tion, perhaps even a foreboding feel-
ing. Meanwhile, the title track evokes 
images of a wiry man in his mid-
40s sitting on a barstool, a cigarette 
smoldering between his fingers as he 
watches the proceedings, the mating 
dance of 20-somethings. 

“Wasting your days,” Bejar sings 
in his reedy, delicate way. “Chasing 
some girls all right / Chasing cocaine 
to the backrooms of the world all 
night.” 

The words — like the album it-
self — sound almost like they’re sung 
through a wry smile.



CAMPUS LIFEEDITOR

Angel R. White
signalliving@gmail.com

THE SIGNAL | TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2011

www.gsusignal.com/campuslife

Julia Child, Mr. Wizard, Monty 
Python. These seemingly unrelated 
television icons — icons at least in 
their own right — were the main in-
gredients of inspiration for acclaimed 
food guru Alton Brown and his brain-
child, the television show Good Eats.

As part of the Distinguished 
Speaker Series, Brown visited Geor-
gia State Feb. 8 for a discussion en-
titled “Well, How Did I Get Here?”

Those who missed Brown’s visit 
missed more than just a discussion. 
The event was a reflection on society 
and culture. It was about the past, 
present and future of television, oth-
er media, and much more.

The event was also like taking 
in a stand-up comedy show; Brown 
rarely failed to keep the crowd roar-
ing with laughter and applauding his 
quick-witted anecdotes and clever 
quips. And Brown never hesitated to 
call someone out and riff on them — 
all in good fun, of course.

Onstage, Brown conducted him-
self with the very same witty and ar-
ticulate bearing as he does in Good 
Eats, of which he is the creator and 
host.

“If you don’t like me in Good 
Eats, you’ll hate me in person,” 
Brown said. “The person you see on 
Good Eats is me being … me.”

For those who do not know what 
Good Eats is, as Brown jokingly put it, 
“You might want to get out from un-
der that rock.”

Good Eats is the Peabody 

Award-winning cooking show in 
which Brown adds a dash of science 
with a pinch of silliness to concoct a 
thought-provoking and mouthwater-
ing romp through different culinary 
processes.

Brown also appears on Iron 
Chef America as the omniscient com-
mentator of the action. According to 
Brown, he was initially drawn to the 
original Japanese version of Iron Chef 
when he first caught it on TV and saw 
a man nailing the head of a live eel to 
a cutting board. 

At the event, with the aid of 
some comical, crudely drawn yet in-
tricate charts and doodles, Brown 
made his points via his satirical 
method of inducing some serious and 
critical thoughts. 

Brown illustrated the degrada-
tion of standards in television and 
film, and criticized the omnipresence 
of reality TV in our society. 

“I have two words for you: Jer-
sey, Shore,” Brown said. “I can see a 
time in 20 years where we will just 
watch people drool.” 

His condemnation of new televi-
sion patterns spilled over into cook-
ing shows as well.

Whenever Brown found some-
thing sarcastically agreeable, he belt-
ed out a Guy Fieri “Awesome!” and 
the crowd went wild. Yes, even fellow 
Food Network personalities were not 
exempt from a little friendly bashing.

Brown linked our society’s pal-
ate for cooking shows to the anthro-
pological idea that in today’s soci-
ety, there remain only two activities 
through which everyone can find 

Alton Brown cooks up some conversation

common ground.
“Eat and laugh,” Brown said. 

“Those are the last two universal 
commonalities that we all have as 
humans.” 

Brown seems to have embraced 
this “eat and laugh” concept to the 
fullest. His critically acclaimed trail-
blazer Good Eats incorporates both 
of these “universal commonalities,” 
successfully.

Speaking on his acquired suc-

cess, Brown showcased his hand-
drawn and comically comprehensive 
“path to success” timeline, in which 
the various achievements and set-
backs of his career snaked around 
the paper and came to a halt at a big 
question mark. 

What are the subsequent 
branches of his timeline doodle go-
ing to look like? What is the future of 
food programming going to be like, 
or the future of television or Inter-

net for that matter? These questions 
permeated many portions of Brown’s 
discussion.

At least from Brown’s vantage 
point, with the current trends in pro-
gramming and other forms of media, 
it seems the future doesn’t look too 
bright — especially if we move to-
ward the future television model that 
Brown proposed.

ANTONIO ROSALES | SIGNAL
Alton Brown encouraged students through his discussion titled, “Well, How Did I Get Here?”

By ANTONIO ROSALES
Staff Writer

The annual Miss Georgia State 
University Scholarship Pageant 
was held on Saturday, Feb. 12 in the 
Student Center Ballroom at 7 p.m.  
Each contestant tried their best to 
please the judges, but at the end of 
the night, only one — Amy Wilson —
walked away with the crown and the 
title of the 2011 Miss GSU. The theme 
surrounding this year’s pageant was 
Brains and Beauty and its purpose 
was to foster the idea that women 
can be both smart and beautiful, es-
pecially pageant girls. 

The 2010 Miss GSU, Cierra Gil-
christ said, “A scholarship is one of 
the four main parts of the crown and 
as Miss GSU, you must not only be 
stunningly beautiful you also have to 
be smart.” The contestants were that 
and so much more as they performed 
different portions of the pageant 
throughout the night.

The swimsuit portion which 
exemplified lifestyle and fitness was 

first. In regards to her nervousness, 
contestant Phuong Wouyon said, “At 
the beginning I was nervous, but […] 
I thought of the fun of it and enjoyed 
myself.” Next was one of the most an-
ticipated parts of the night — the tal-
ent portion. It was worth 35 percent 
of the overall score and there were 
vocal performances, piano recitals 
and belly dancing. 

Although it seems it took a lot 
of preparation on the girls’ part for 
this pageant, Gilchrist says otherwise 
claiming, “There isn’t much prepara-
tion to be done honestly, the role of 
Miss GSU has to be something each 
contestant already has in her.” The 
onstage questions were worth 5 per-
cent and the contestants provided 
interesting responses. The final event 
was the evening gown portion of the 
pageant. The contestants stood proud 
as the dresses accentuated their best 
features and the judges took their fi-
nal score for the night.

 The newly crowned 2011 Miss 
GSU will qualify to participate in the 
state competition for the Miss Amer-

ica pageant and receive a monetary 
scholarship and gifts from donors 
in the community. Her duties will 
include representing the university 
at the state level in the Miss Geor-
gia pageant, make appearances on 
campus and serve the Georgia State 
community however she can. Even-
tually, Amy Wilson was announced 
as the winner and was crowned by 
Gilchrist. 

Recapping the night and her 
win, Wilson said, “I am so excited. 
This is a great opportunity [for my] 
platform in children’s mentorship 
awareness.” Her most challenging 
aspect of the night, she claims, was 
getting over her nerves which she did 
through prayer. 

The night was a memorable 
one. The support from scholarships 
through the Miss America pageant 
organization, the judges and contes-
tants made this night an inspiring 
one for the Georgia State community.

Miss GSU contestants bring brains and beauty

JUDY KIM | SIGNAL
The 2011 Miss GSU Scholarship Pageant starred the 2010 Miss GSU 
CIerra Gilchrist.

By JOHDI-ANN WILLIAMS
Staff Writer
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GMAT PREP - $595 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Books ARE Included in the Price of Each Class 
REGISTER ON-LINE NOW – SEATS ARE LIMITED!!  

WWW.TESTPREP.GSU.EDU 
ALL CLASSES TAUGHT BY 

DR. TEST PREP  
Dr. Gary B. Cohen 

The South’s Premier Test Prep Professional 

 

PEACHTREE-DUNWOODY 
SUNDAYS, 1:30 PM – 5:30 PM 

 FEB 13 – APR 3 (No class Mar 6) 

JUN 5 – JUL 24 (No class Jul 3) 

BUCKHEAD             ALPHARETTA 
WEDNESDAYS, 5:30 – 9:30 PM                SATURDAYS, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

MAR 23 – MAY 4          MAR 19 – APR 30 
MAY 18 – JUN 29         MAY 7 – JUN 25 
                                                                (No class May 28)  

PRESENTED IN THE ORIGINAL INTERNATIONAL VERSION! 

STARTS FRIDAY
FEBRUARY 18th

REGAL HOLLYWOOD 24 @ NORTH I-85
3265 NE Expressway Access Rd. • (770) 936-8235

FOR SHOWTIMES & TICKETS:
WWW.FANDANGO.COM

MENTOR OF THE LEGENDARY BRUCE LEE!

LEGEND OF THE GRANDMASTER

www.ipman2movie-us.com

“KUNG FU REIGNS SUPREME!”
– VARIETY

“GREAT FUN!”
– TWITCH

Put down your cameras and 
get ready to watch the best student 
films that Georgia State has to offer 
for Campus MovieFest (CMF). The 
submission process recently ended, 
but one group of contenders in the 
competition has their eyes set on the 
prize.

A team by the name of Lamia — 
whisper it for the full effect — sub-
mitted a film to CMF for the second 
year as a group. Lamia originally 
formed last year, and after recogniz-
ing the chemistry they had together 
while creating their first film, they 
decided to submit another film this 
year. This experienced team is com-
posed of upperclassmen that wanted 
to re-enter because of how much fun 
they had producing videos and the 
great opportunity presented through 
CMF.

The event is held annually at 
more than 65 universities nation-
wide and offers film and psychology 
majors alike the chance to submit 
a 5-minute film in seven days. Stu-
dents are lent the proper equipment 
needed to produce their film, includ-
ing a tripod, shotgun microphone 
and a copy of either Macbook Pro or 
iMovie.

The top 16 films from each uni-
versity move on to the next round 
of the competition, where they are 

judged by a panel of campus repre-
sentatives. From there, the winning 
films are chosen based on four cat-
egories: Most Popular, Best Comedy, 
Best Drama and Best Picture. The 
winners are awarded various priz-
es and possible exposure to bigger 
names in the industry.

CMF is possibly most valuable 
to students who are interested in 
making a film, but have no prior ex-
perience. Aside from the equipment 
provided to all newcomers, a 24-
hour support team is on campus for 
every participant who may be over-
whelmed by the filmmaking process. 
If students aren’t able to produce a 
film at the end of the week, they just 
turn in the equipment with no pen-
alty. 

“Campus MovieFest is usable for 
beginner and advanced filmmakers. 
Students are much more encouraged 
to give it a try,” promotions manager 
Logan Williams said. “There is no re-
quired theme. Students are encour-
aged to tell their own story.”

Lamia’s previous experience 
with CMF allowed them to know 
what to expect this year and helped 
their film come together smoothly. 
Even though they aren’t new to the 
CMF experience, they still recognize 
the importance of the opportunity 
for college students. 

“Students don’t often get the 
chance to do something like that,” 
said Katie Espada, a member of Team 

Team Lamia brings stiff competition to Campus MovieFest
By THADDEUS MORGAN
Staff Writer

Lamia and  a film and video major. 
“For instance, my roommate is a 
chemistry major, but they can still 
participate. People go to college and 
may not know what they want to do. 
Then they make a film and it changes 
their life. Campus MovieFest is way 
more accessible for beginners.” 

However, Lamia doesn’t see this 
as only an opportunity for beginners, 

as they hope to gain recognition for 
their film this year. They described 
their submission this year as a re-
make of the popular film, “It’s a Won-
derful Life.”

Lamia’s experience and creativ-
ity could give them the edge to beat 
out the competition for one of the 
four spots of recognition. What is 
really refreshing about Lamia is that 

they realize that CMF is more than 
just a random event at universities-
-it has an impact on the continuation 
and appreciation of media produc-
tion and mass communication.

“Mass communication must be 
taken seriously,” said Espada. “It’s 
the future.” 

AKEEM MASON | SIGNAL
Ajene Ennis, a computer science major, purchases a ticket with his student ID card from Marvin Evangelista.
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Campus Events

Want to see your event in this space? Contact Angel White 
at signalliving@gmail.com with your event’s name, time, 
date, location and a brief description of the event. All events 
listed in the Campus Events calendar must either take place 
on campus or be produced by a Georgia State-affiliated 
organization.

TUESDAY, FEB. 15

Courtyard Series: Preston Pugmire
Acoustic Pop Musician Preston Pugmire will perform live on the first 
floor of the Student Center. 
Student Center First Floor // 12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Brown Bag Seminar Series presents Jesse Lecy
Jesse Lecy will present “Collaborating in a Digital Age - Opportunities 
for Nonprofits”
Andrew Young School of Policy Studies Seminar Room 750 // 12:30 
p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 16

Feed Your Senses
Feed Your Senses is a free Lunchtime Learning Performing Arts 
Series held monthly at the Rialto Center for the Arts at Georgia State 
University. The program features a different artist or speaker each 
month providing a casual and fun insider’s look at their craft.
University Plaza and Rialto Center Lobby // noon – 1:00 p.m.

Baghdad in Exile: Poetry Reading
Dr. David Marcus and the School of Music are hosting a reading of Iraqi 
poetry as part of their Baghdad in Exile series. This reading leads up 
to the concert on February 28th of the music of celebrated Iraq-born 
composer Rahim Al-Haj.
General Classroom Room 939 (Troy Moore Library) // 7:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB. 17

Distinguished Speaker Series: F.W. de Klerk
Former South African President and Nobel Peace Prize Winner F.W. de 
Klerk will be speaking at GSU as part of Campus Events’ Distinguished 
Speakers Series. In 1993, together with Nelson Mandela, de Klerk 
received the Philadelphia Peace Prize, and on December 10, the same 
year, was the co-recipient, also with Nelson Mandela, of the Nobel 
Peace Prize.
Student Center Ballroom // 3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Courtyard Student Night
Come on out and hear the music of some of GSU’s talented student 
bands-- featuring performances by The Willows, Shook Foil and more. 
Light refreshments and desserts to be served.
Courtyard Stage Student Center // 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 18

GSU Night at the Aquarium
An exclusive evening at the Georgia Aquarium for GSU students, 
faculty, staff and their family and friends. Featuring expanded Cold 
Water Quest Gallery with two new beluga whales, a new interactive 
African penguin exhibit and a renovated Southern sea otter exhibit.
Georgia Aquarium // 6:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. //Tickets $15

Riverboat Casino Panther Prowl
Join Spotlight for a night of casino games with a bayou twist. Featuring 
a live band, traditional casino tables and slot machines along with Palm 
and Tarot Card Readers. Massage tables will be available as well as 
create your own aquarium station featuring Hermit Crabs and Goldfish 
(supplies limited). The Disney classic “Princess and the Frog” will be 
shown to end this magical night.
Student Center Ballroom // 7:00 p.m. – 2:00 a.m.

Balé Folclórico da Bahia
The only professional folk dance company in Brazil, this 38-member 
troupe of dancers, musicians, and singers performs an athletic, high-
energy repertory based on “Bahian” folkloric dances of African origin. 
Rialto Center for the Arts  // 8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Marketing major Ryan Kulp de-
fines a campus leader as “someone 
who draws on professional experi-
ence to motivate others academi-
cally.” 

An entrepreneur, intern, the 
executive director of Spotlight Pro-
grams Board and a recording artist, 
Kulp has spent his time at Georgia 
State building an impressive résumé 
and helping his peers do the same.

He started attending the uni-
versity in spring 2009 and immedi-
ately became active on campus. In 
two short years, he’s worked his way 
through the ranks of the school’s of-
ficial planning board while managing 
to maintain his grades and pursue 
various interests. 

“The application for Spotlight 
membership drew me in because it 
involved programming music-relat-
ed events,” Kulp said. “Once accept-
ed, I was able to attend Summerfest 
in Milwaukee and learn the ropes of 
the business.”

Carrying firsthand experience 
under his belt, he applied for a high-
er-ranking position the following 
semester and was named concerts 
director of Spotlight for the 2009-
2010 academic year. With the help 
of a carefully selected committee, he 
successfully coordinated concerts 
featuring headlining artists Gym 
Class Heroes and Trey Songz. Subse-
quently, he was chosen as the 2010-
2011 executive director.

“The best perks of being a [lead-
er] are the opportunities to build 

professional etiquette and network,” 
Kulp said. “I directed and produced 
major events, and worked with so 
many great artists — I’ve gained a lot 
of exposure.”

This exposure, coupled with 
hard work and eye-catching creden-
tials, landed Kulp in the offices of big-
name record executives. In Decem-
ber 2009, he was flown to Sony Music 
Entertainment headquarters in Man-
hattan, New York City, to showcase 
his own artistic talents.

Although he described the per-
formance as a “phenomenal experi-
ence,” he decided not to sign with 
Sony. Instead, he returned home to 
Atlanta and began recording at a lo-
cal studio, eventually joining forces 
with the label Electric Field Manage-
ment.

“There was a conflict of interest, 
so I didn’t go that route. They wanted 
me to write pop music, but I’m ex-
ploring different genres,” he said. 

Kulp began his music career in 
high school, participating in youth 
and adult bands in church, where he 
learned to play the guitar. He trained 
classically, playing the violin for 10 
years. He even performed with a 
screamo band, but switched his style 
and recorded an acoustic solo album. 
The self-titled Forgive Me Gorgeous 
was released in August 2009 and is 
available on iTunes.

As his tastes in music evolve, so 
do his abilities as an artist. A second 
album is slowly in the works for the 
singer, who declared that his primary 
focus is school.

“A good student leader is one 
who is capable of handling what the 

position entails,” he said. “Leading 
well has nothing to with how much 
time is dedicated to either role. For 
me, though, being a student takes 
center stage. College lasts only a little 
while, so I’m using my experiences 
now to hone the skills I’ll need as an 
entertainer later.”

Kulp, who works as both a brand 
manager for Red Bull and campus 
representative for Microsoft, studies 
Korean and runs a small business in 
his rare but well-earned free time. 
Whereas most students are over-
whelmed with 12-hour credit loads 
and part-time jobs, he uses his lead-
ership skills to reach out to others 
who aspire to be in similar positions.

His company, Partipig, LLC., 
specializes in hookah catering, event 
planning and social media manage-
ment. It will be showcased in Bridal-
palooza Tours’ upcoming magazine.

When asked about his future 
plans, Kulp responded enthusiasti-
cally.

“I’d love to still be a business 
owner, or have a career in the music 
industry as a national act,” he said.

His upcoming endeavors in-
clude co-hosting Spotlight Programs 
Board’s Campus MovieFest Finale 
and promoting Red Bull’s athlete 
James “Bubba” Stewart as he com-
petes in the AMA Supercross race 
Feb. 26 in Atlanta.

To learn more about joining 
Spotlight Programs Board visit www.
gsu.edu/spotlight or for information 
on Partipig, LLC visit www.partipig.
com.

Student leader seeks excellence over stardom
By COURTNEY BOYD
Staff Writer

JUDY KIM | SIGNAL
Ryan Kulp coordinates another event at the Spotlight Office.
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CAMPUS EVENTS
Distinguished Speaker Series

www.gsu.edu/studentevents

F.W. de Klerk
Former South African President 

During Dismantling of Apartheid
Thursday, February 17

3 p.m., Student Center Ballroom

GSU Night at the Aquarium 
is SOLD OUT!

Mark your calendar for 
GSU Night at Six Flags 

on Friday, April 15.
 

Styles Spacing Lists

Leadership Development

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
www2.gsu.edu/leadership

Lessons from Presidential Leadership
Tuesday, February 22, 11 a.m.
Lucerne Suite, Student Center

Ever wonder what you can learn from politicians about 
leadership? In this session, we will share key leadership 

lessons from Washington to Obama.

Leadership Takeout Mini-Conference
Friday, April 1, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Student Center
Save the date for this great training opportunity geared 
at preparing students to take on leadership positions 

within their student organizations. Students will 
participate in sessions on topics including goal setting, 
meeting management, event planning and budgeting.  

Styles Spacing Lists

Student Media 

CALLING ALL WRITERS AND ARTISTS: Want To Be Published?
“Underground,” Georgia Stateʼs new undergraduate literary journal, is 
seeking submissions for its Spring 2011 issue. To be considered, writers 
and artists must be current GSU undergraduate students in good standing. 

The journal will emphasize quality, and it will primarily include short 
stories, microfiction and poetry. However, all types of writing are being 
considered, including articles, bilingual and translated pieces, dramas, 
essays, fantasy, fiction, letters, lyrics, narratives 
and nonfiction, as well as other creative works 
such as 2D and 3D art, digital art and photos. 

All work must be previously unpublished.
Submission Deadline: Friday, February 25
For submission guidelines and other information, 
visit www.facebook.com/UndergroundGSU. 

http://www.gsu.edu/cinefest xcinefest movie times

Georgia State University uLearnGeorgia State University uLearn FacebookFacebook TwitterTwitter

Cinefest Film Theatre

Night of the Living Dead, February 14-20

Monday-Friday: 11 a.m., 3 p.m., 7 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 1 p.m., 5 p.m.

Land of the Dead, February 14-20

Monday-Friday: 1 p.m., 5 p.m., 9 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 3 p.m., 7 p.m.

Enter the Void, February 21-27

Monday-Friday: 11 a.m., 2 p.m., 5 p.m., 8 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: Noon, 3 p.m., 6 p.m.

All shows free for Georgia State University students 
with ID. Guests $3 before 5 p.m. and $5 after 5 p.m.

COURTYARD SERIES
Student Center, First Floor

Courtyard Student Night
Thursday, February 17, 6-8 p.m.

Come on out and hear the music of some of 
GSUʼs talented student bands—featuring performances 

by The Willows, Shook Foil and more. 
Light refreshments and desserts to be served.

Styles Spacing Lists

Spotlight

SPOTLIGHT PROGRAMS BOARD
www.gsu.edu/spotlight

Riverboat Casino Panther Prowl
Friday, February 18, 8 p.m.–1 a.m.

Student Center Ballroom
After GSU Night at the Aquarium, join Spotlight for a night 
of casino games with a bayou twist—featuring a live band, 

traditional casino tables and slot machines, along with palm 
and tarot card readers. Massage tables will be available, 

as well as a create-your-OWN aquarium station 
featuring hermit crabs and goldfish (supplies limited). 

The Disney classic “Princess and the Frog” will be 
shown to end this magical night. 

Pulse! Rhythm and Rhyme
Tuesday, February 22, 7-10 p.m.

Student Center Ballroom
Join Spotlight and Campus Events for a night of 

spoken word and music. Featuring a musical performance 
from Nellyʼs Echo, and spoken-word artists Shanelle Gabriel 
and Colin Gilbert and student spoken-word group Conscious 

Collective. Light refreshments and desserts to be served. 

2011-12 Committee Director Applications
Now Available!

Spotlight Committee Director applications for 2011-12 
are now available in 380 Student Center. 

They are due Friday, February 25, by 5:15 pm.
For more information, call Spotlight at 404/413-1610.
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http://www.gsu.edu/studentcenter
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