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The Committee on Student Life 
and Development is considering a 
proposal that would extend Georgia 
State’s jurisdiction to punish stu-
dents’ behavior off-campus. 

The proposed amendment 
would make it possible for the uni-
versity to punish students who phys-
ically harm members of the Georgia 
State community or their property 
while off-campus. 

Under the proposed amend-
ment, students can be punished only 
if the victim is related to Georgia 
State, unless the crime committed is 
a felony. The proposed amendment 
does not encompass drug or alcohol 
usage off-campus. 

“It is our obligation as a univer-
sity to do everything in our power 
to maintain safety for members of 
the university community. We care 
about students on-campus and we 

care about students off-campus,” said 
Rebecca Stout, Associate Vice Presi-
dent of Student Affairs and Dean of 
Students.  

The original proposed amend-
ment brought before the committee 
in the fall 2010 was for a broad cate-
gorization of off campus conduct that 
was heavily criticized. 

The line in the proposed amend-
ment under scrutiny was: 

“The university also reserves 
the right to extend its jurisdiction 
to include off-campus conduct that 
adversely affects the university com-
munity and/or the pursuit of its ob-
jective.”

The attempt of the proposed 
amendment was to extend the uni-
versity’s jurisdiction to include areas 
that are close to campus but are not 
within the university’s control. An-
other justification for the proposal is 
to protect the safety of students espe-
cially due to the rapid growth of the 
student body. 

Amendment to Code of Conduct may include off-campus activities

On Feb. 15, the university an-
nounced that former President Jim-
my Carter will be the commence-
ment speaker at Georgia State’s 
graduation ceremony.

Georgia State’s 96th commence-
ment ceremony, open to the general 
public, will be held May 7 at 2 p.m. at 
the Georgia Dome. 

“I am delighted to announce 
that former President Jimmy Carter 
has agreed to be GSU’s commence-
ment speaker this spring,” said Geor-
gia State President Mark Becker in a 
statement. “Mr. Carter’s leadership 
on a variety of global issues, his pas-
sion for education and his devotion 
to Atlanta and Georgia make him an 
excellent choice to provide wisdom 
and guidance to our graduates.” 

Students and university admin-
istrators are excited about Carter 
speaking at the spring commence-
ment. 

“I think it’s really big for GSU. 

How many college students can say a 
former president spoke at their grad-
uation? We can,” said Logan Bachus, 
a senior public relations major who 
will be graduating in May. “Having 
someone of this prestige speak shows 
that GSU is a school to be taken seri-
ously. GSU is making great strides to 
show that we are stepping up to other 
schools,” he added. 

Georgia State’s Student Govern-
ment Association issued a statement 
on Feb. 17 in response to the univer-
sity’s announcement.

“The Student Government As-
sociation is ecstatic that such a well 
know, influential and philanthropic 
leader will be gracing this year’s 
graduation,” said Vice President of 
Public Relations Christopher Sumter. 
“We believe that this a step in a posi-
tive direction and that with such key-
note speakers coming to this Georgia 
State graduation can only increase 
the validity of Georgia State as one of 
the premier research institutions in 
Georgia. We can not wait until May 
7th.” 

Carter named 
graduation 
commencement 
speaker
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Former President Jimmy Carter will speak at the spring 
commencement ceremony in May.

The Student Government As-
sociation is currently working on a 
policy proposal to provide students 
with access to professors’ syllabi on 
Panther Access to Web Services, or 
PAWS, before registering for a class, 
according to Larry Heath, the SGA 
Vice President of Academic Affairs.

The proposal, which has to 
pass a vote in the SGA Senate be-
fore being voted on in the Uni-
versity Senate, is designed to aid 
students in selecting classes that 
fit their needs best, according to 
Heath. The proposal should make 
it to the SGA Senate by late Febru-
ary or early March, he said.

“By instating a policy making 
syllabi available online for students 
during and/or preceding registra-
tion, [it] would make for a more 
informed student body in terms 
of instructors’ course structure, 
rigor and greater insight regarding 
course content,” Heath said.

One of the advantages SGA 
hopes for is to alleviate the volume 
of drop/adds at the beginning of 
the semester. By giving students 

a more accurate idea of what the 
course entails, the idea is to reduce 
the number of students dropping 
courses, which adds confusion and 
frustration to professors, admin-
istration and the students them-
selves, according to Heath.

The proposal stemmed from 
SGA’s awareness of some students’ 
unhappiness with the current plus/
minus grading system, Heath said. 
The issue was addressed by former 
SGA President Greg Abt’s adminis-
tration.

The plus-minus grading poli-
cy, though University-wide, is not 
necessarily enforced, prompting 
SGA to think about have syllabi 
posted on PAWS and give students 
an idea of whether or not the pro-
fessor uses plus-minus grading, 
Heath said. He added that SGA ar-
rived at the idea after finding that 
the University would not mandate 
the grading policy across the board.

“Due to instructor autonomy, a 
uniform grading policy can’t be en-
forced,” Heath said.

The instructors’ ability to 
choose plus-minus or not is not 

Course syllabi may soon be 
viewable before registration 
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Students may now have to become more conscious of their actions when off campus.
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The Department of Health and 
Human Services announced a new 
proposal on Feb. 9 that would en-
sure college students are given equal 
protection under the new healthcare 
law.

The new proposal would ensure 
that students who buy health insur-
ance through their colleges and uni-
versities are given protection under 
the Affordable Care Act, signed in 
May 2010.

The law not only provides for 
more affordable coverage, but also 
allows young adults to stay on their 
parents’ coverage until the age of 26. 
Also starting in 2014, insurance com-
panies will not be allowed to discrim-
inate on the grounds of preexisting 
conditions young adults may have. 

The new proposal attempts to 
extend these rights to those students 
who buy healthcare through their 
university. 

The HHS proposes that protec-
tions like the patients’ bill of rights be 
extended to college students, mean-

ing that students enrolled in college 
health plans will not have to worry 
about losing health coverage if they 
become sick. They will also have full 
access to emergency room services 
and can receive preventive care. 

Insurance companies will not be 
allowed to limit the lifetime amounts 
spent on health benefits.

Insurance companies will also 
not be allowed to drop coverage on a 
student if they become sick because 
of an unintentional mistake on the 
application nor can they deny cover-
age for students under the age of 19 
who have preexisting conditions.

Another key part of the proposal 
includes making sure that 80 percent 
of all money generated from premi-
ums will be spent on health care.

The proposal also calls for great-
er transparency. Insurance compa-
nies must clearly tell students en-
rolled in health plans whether their 
plans meet the new requirements 
under the Affordable Care Act. 

As of now the proposal does not 
make a distinction between interna-
tional students.  

If finalized by the HHS, the new 

proposal will not go in effect until the 
2012-2013 school year. 

The proposal comes after many 
student advocacy groups across 
the United States demanded bet-
ter healthcare coverage. According 
to Steve Larson from the Center for 
Consumer Information and Insur-
ance Oversight, nearly three million 
students are covered by university 
health plans that often vary in cov-
erage. Speaking at the conference 
to unveil the new proposal, Larson 
stressed the importance of providing 
healthcare for students. 

“As most of you know one of the 
most vulnerable groups of Americans 
in our old heath insurance system 
were young adults. Too many college 
graduates weren’t just worry about 
finding a job they were also wonder-
ing how they were going to get health 
insurance,” he said.

At Georgia State, 1,200 students 
have purchased insurance through 
Pearce and Pearce, the insurance 
company that administers healthcare 
for all the schools in the University 
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A student walks to the Student Health Center at the Commons.

Proposal widens student healthcare coverage 

Spring break possibly moving next year

“What happens on spring break 
stays on spring break” is one of the 
biggest clichés among college stu-
dents. According to the TruTV chan-
nel, almost 1.5 million students par-
ticipate in spring break every year. 
Many students flock to Florida and 
other beach destinations in hopes of 
getting some rest and relaxation, far 
away from the stresses of classes and 
extracurricular activities. 

According to USA Today, Can-
cun and Jamaica are two of the most 
popular international destinations. 
The recession, however, has caused 
many students to rethink their col-
lege plans. Panama City, Destin and 
other Florida beaches remain hot 
spots for Georgia college students. 
Because these destinations are with-
in driving distance, there is no need 
to spend money on airline tickets. Ac-
cording to collegenews.com, Panama 
City had 200,000 tourists in March 
and April 2008.

This year, spring break falls on 
the last week of February, a week 
earlier than last year. Some students 
are happy that the break is early, es-
pecially because of the extra stress 
of catching up after the snow days in 
January. 

“I’m cool with spring break be-
ing early. With all the rush of school 
because of the snow days, I am in 
need of a break,” said junior Taleesa 
Peck.

“At first I was a little skeptical, 
but now that the semester has got-

ten busy, I’m ready for a break,” said 
nursing major Casey Sullivan.

The first day of spring is not un-
til March 20, so the dates of spring 
break have many students confused 
and angry. 

“I hate that spring break is this 
early! It ruined all my plans,” said 
marketing major Christian Lochan. 
“I was planning on going to Los 
Angeles with a friend from Florida 
State, but we realized that my break 
was too early. Now, I’ll just be work-
ing.”

The Student Government As-
sociation has noted these concerns 
and is currently working on possibly 
moving spring break. According to 
their plan, spring break 2012 will be 
the first week of April, which is actu-
ally in the season of spring.

Larry Heath Jr., SGA’s Vice 
President of Academic Affairs, said 
that the calendar changes are made 
by the Admissions and Standards 
Committee, headed by George Rain-
bolt, a philosophy professor. 

When changes are made to the 
spring semester calendar, they affect 
the summer and fall schedules. This 
includes summer study abroad pro-
grams, which are planned years in 
advance. Changes to the fall semes-
ter, however, do not affect any other 
semester. This is why adjusting the 
calendar is so difficult. 

Switching spring break dates is 
a challenge because of the mini-mes-
ters as well. Currently, the first mini-
mester ends on Feb. 26, which coin-
cides with the beginning of spring 
break. Moving the break would mean 

switching around the mini-mester 
dates so that their sessions are not 
disrupted.

“It is also important that the 
dates take professional impact and 
lifestyle into consideration,” Heath 
said. Students with school-age chil-
dren want a break that will coincide 
with their child or children’s sched-
ule. This saves them money on child-
care and they can plan vacations as 
families. Many working parents take 
the mini-mester classes, so it is im-
portant that they are taken into con-
sideration.

As for this year’s break, many 
students are still planning on going 
to the beach, but others have adjust-
ed their plans. Either way, wishes for 
warm weather are on many hearts 
and minds. 

“I’m going to the beach with 
some friends. I’m not really expect-
ing it to be warm,” Sullivan said.

“I am going to visit family in Vir-
ginia. Since it is still going to be cold, 
I didn’t want to waste my money go-
ing to the beach just yet,” Peck said. 

Though they are ready for an 
early spring break this semester, 
Peck and Sullivan are excited about 
the prospect of having a later break, 
especially because it will give them a 
nice rest period before finals.

“I think that moving spring 
break to April is a wonderful idea be-
cause it would be a nice break right 
before finals allowing students more 
time to study in a relaxed environ-
ment,” Peck said. “Another benefit JUDY KIM | SIGNAL

Marketing major Megan Lane begins to pack her spring break attire for 
an early relaxing vacation this year.SEE SPRING BREAK, PAGE 5

SEE HEALTHCARE, PAGE 5
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Campus Crime information provided by the Georgia State 
University Police Department. Additional information can be 
found at listserv.gsu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A0=SAFETY-HEALTH.
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FEBRUARY 14, 2011

M PARKING DECK: A report was filed for theft. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that on Feb. 10 at 
3:20 p.m., she noticed her wallet was missing and she was also 
notified by her bank of several fraudulent transactions on her 
debit card. The case is being handled by Investigations. 

N PARKING DECK: A report was filed for simple battery and 
simple assault. The complainant, a Georgia State student, 
stated that at 11:06 a.m., she was approached by an unknown 
individual who placed her finger in her face and spat in her 
face. The case is being handled by Investigations. 

LOFT PARKING DECK: A report was filed for duty upon 
striking an unattended vehicle. The complainant, a Georgia 
State student, stated that at 2:00 p.m., she noticed her 
passenger side rear door was damaged. The case is being 
handled by Investigations. 

UNIVERSITY CENTER: Officers issued a Non-Georgia State 
individual a Criminal Trespass Warning. At 3:49 p.m., officers 
were advised that the individual was harassing students. 
Officers made contact with the individual. He was issued a 
CTW and was escorted off campus without incident.

PEACHTREE STREET/DECATUR STREET: A report was filed 
for criminal attempt. The complainant, a Georgia State student, 
stated that at 4:32 p.m., an unknown individual attempted 
to snatch her cellular phone. The case is being handled by 
Investigations.

UNIVERSITY COMMONS: Officers issued a Non-Georgia State 
individual a Criminal Trespass Warning. At 10:50 p.m., officers 
observed the individual loitering in the University Commons 
Turnaround. He was issued a CTW and was escorted off 
campus without incident.

HURT PARK: A report was filed for entering auto. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 11:00 
p.m., she noticed her rear plastic windows were cut open and 
various items were missing from her vehicle. The case is being 
handled by Investigations.

FEBRUARTY 15, 2011

BROAD STREET: Officers arrested a Non-Georgia State 
individual for armed robbery and obstruction of law 
enforcement officers. At 6:50 p.m., officers observed the 
individual fitting the description of a “Be on the Lookout” from 
an earlier reported robbery. When officers approached the 
individual, he ran from the area. After a brief foot chase, he was 
apprehended. Officers were also advised by a Georgia State 
student that the same individual had just taken his cellular 
phone using gestures of a handgun in his jacket. The individual 
was arrested, processed and transported to Fulton County Jail.

ONE PARK TOWER: A report was filed for theft. The 
complainant, a Georgia State staff member, stated that on Feb. 
14 at 4:30 p.m., she noticed various items were missing from 
her purse. The case is being handled by Investigations.

UNIVERSITY LOFTS: A report was filed for harassment and 
terroristic threats. The complainant, a Georgia State student, 
stated that at 10:15 a.m., another Georgia State student began 
harassing her and threatened her. The case is being handled by 
Investigations. 

PEACHTREE STREET/ DECATUR STREET: A report was filed 
for robbery by sudden snatching. The complainant, a Georgia 
State student, stated that at 4:29 p.m., she was approached 
by an unknown individual who snatched her cellular phone 
from her hand and ran from the area. The suspect was later 
apprehended during another robbery attempt and was 
transported to Fulton County Jail.

The Georgia State alumni base 
will swell when graduating seniors 
become alumni on May 7. The dead-
line of Feb. 9 for name changes on 
diplomas marks the first of many 
milestones as commencement nears. 
The deadlines for graduation are not 
the only ones soon-to-be graduates 
are worried about. May 7 marks for 
many the most important deadline of 
all: getting a job. 

Grim statistics about the job 
market post-graduation abound fre-
quently in the media, due to lingering 
effects of the recession. 

Among people 24 years or 
younger with a 4-year degree, the 
unemployment rate for 2010 was 9.4 
percent, as reported by the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution earlier this 
month. Features such as The Unem-
ployment Series on The Huffington 
Post chronicle the stories of recent 
grads’ struggles to find a job and il-
lustrate the frustrations of post-grad-
uation employment. 

Georgia State graduates are no 
exception. A search for “recent grad” 
in the Atlanta job posting section of 
Craigslist on Feb. 9 yielded 19 results.  

“Most places aren’t hiring. Last 
year for the first time ever, there 
wasn’t a 100 percent hire rate in the 
Health and P.E. program at Georgia 
State,” said Nelson Walker, a Health 
and P.E. Education program gradu-
ate student graduating this summer. 
“Hearing that and talk about the edu-
cational field experiencing job cuts 
makes me worried.” 

However, the unemployment 

rate for recent graduates is on par 
with the 9 percent national unem-
ployment rate reported by the U.S. 
Department of Labor last month. 

“There is always something out 
there if you look hard enough,” said 
Christopher Cameron, a managerial 
science major graduating this spring. 
“If you are good at what you do, you 
don’t have anything to worry about.”

Although post-graduation job 
offers have dwindled in recent years 
due to the recession, some students 
are still able to snag the few that still 
exist. Cameron will join Citigroup 
Inc. as an investment banking analyst 
post-graduation. A contact made at a 
Citigroup seminar last summer led to 
an interview, followed by an opportu-
nity to work for the company.

According to the 2011 report by 
the National Association of Colleges 
and Employers, employers plan to 
hire 13.5 percent more new graduates 
this year than last year. These gradu-
ates will receive on average a salary 
of $50,034. 

Cameron credits his network-
ing ability as one of the crucial skills 
a college student must have in order 
to gain employment. As a member of 
the Delta Sigma Pi fraternity, Cam-
eron said through the fraternity, he 
learned the professionalism neces-
sary to make contacts and expand his 
professional network.

Anwer Gheddai, a finance and 
economics double major who will 
work as an investment banker for 
UBS Investment Bank, also credits 
his fraternity for bolstering his net-
working and public speaking skills. 

“As a member of Alpha Kappa 
Psi, a business fraternity, I was po-

sitioned to speak with individuals 
of different backgrounds and break 
the barrier of being uncomfortable 
speaking in front of others,” he said.

Networking is not only for the 
corporate environment. Walker, a 
former Georgia State track athlete 
and high school basketball player, 
hopes his relationships with former 
coaches and teachers will pay off in 
the future.

“I stayed in touch with a bunch 
of my high school coaches, who have 
gone on to become principals-I hope 
it opens doors in the future,” he said.

For some students, loans or lack 
thereof influence their job prospects. 
Cameron used his $10,000 student 
loan as an experience in investing in 
the stock market, mirroring what he 
will be doing as an investment bank-
ing analyst. 

“If you know what you are do-
ing, you can use low interest loans to 
turn a profit through investing,” he 
said.

For Walker, scholarships from 
Georgia’s HOPE program and the 
Athletics Department funded five 
and a half years of education. He said 
that without the scholarships, he 
would have gotten a job after gradu-
ation to save up for graduate school.

For many seniors, the excite-
ment of finally graduating overshad-
ows thoughts about the job hunt.

 “I am ready to move onto some-
thing new. Move onto real life,” said 
Cameron. Walker expressed the 
same sentiments. 

“Pretty pumped-I have been 
here for over 6 years-ready to move 
on with the next stage of my life,” he 
said.

Seniors voice concerns on employment outlook

JUDY KIM | SIGNAL
Melissa Smith, a graduate of Georgia State, discusses with hospitality major Stephanie Straub about the job 
markets and how her career has been since graduation.

By IRIS EBEN
Staff Writer
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Georgia Southern’s Student 
Government Association has floowed 
in the footsteps of Georgia State and 
Georgia Tech by issuing a proposal to 
fix HOPE’s finanical problems.

Georgia Southern’s Student 
Government Association proposes 
to eliminate all addition funding out-
side of tuition. 

“The book allowance has been 
cut down so far that it rarely funds 
one full book. Student(s) can find in-
novative ways to meet their needs for 
book(s) individually,” the proposal 
reads.

Georgia Southern’s proposal 
draws from Georgia Tech’s. 

They propose, like Georgia 
Tech, to eliminate HOPE’s funding of 
remedial courses. “Remedial courses 
are geared to prepare those students 
that are no yet proficient in some 
subject matters for the caliber of in-
struction tney will experience in the 
normal college classroom,” the pro-
posal states. “The spirit of the schol-
arship is to reward those students 
that have show academic success and 
have proven themselves in the class-
room at the high school level.”

Also like Tech, Georgia South-
ern proposes to eliminate funding for 
all for-profit institutions and find “in-
novative ways to increase revenue.”

Georgia Southern supports 

Georgia Tech’s idea to allow develop-
ers to build an underground casino 
in Underground Atlanta to increase 
lottery revenue for the HOPE Schol-
arship.

 “Thousands of Georgians leave 
the state to go and gamble in other 
locations. By allowing the lottery to 
control casinos in the state, we then 
have money coming into the system 
for several different avenues,” the 
proposal says.

As side from Georgia Tech’s 
shared ideas, Georgia Southern adds 
that changes to the GPA checkpoint 
should be considered. 

“Currently, the HOPE checks 
a student’s GPA at 30, 60, and 90 
hours,” says the proposal. “We pro-
pose that those be the checkpoints 
in which you are eligible to gain the 
scholarship, but HOPE should check 
each semester for students who have 
fallen below the set average and those 
students below the 3.0 GPA would 
lose the scholarship at that time.”

The proposal also suggests re-
ducing or eliminating the amount of 
funding for students seeking diploma 
programs. 

“The citizens of Georgia fund a 
public school system that seeks to ed-
ucate the students of Georgia through 
the K-12 grade level. Those students 
that decide not to take advantage of 
the opportunity should not then be-
come the responsibility of the HOPE 
program,” says the proposal. 

Georgia Southern 
introduces HOPE proposal

Earlier this month, college ad-
ministrators removed a piece of art-
work from a faculty art show upon 
the request of the Gainesville State 
College President Martha Nesbitt.

The painting, entitled “Heri-
tage?” by Stanley Bermudez, an art 
appreciation professor, depicts a 
hooded Klansmen, a lynched man 
and an angry woman superimposed 
in front of a Confederate flag.

Bermudez says that the painting 
was removed without his or gallery 
employees’ consent.

Protesters say they believe the 
college administrators took down the 
painting in response to negative com-
ments posted on the “Southern Heri-
tage Alerts” website about it. 

In a statement, President Nes-
bitt stated that she stood by her de-
cision to remove the painting “was 
not based on any one group’s agenda, 
complaint, or the overall content of 
the painting. It focused solely on the 
image that has been perceived as ag-
gressively hostile in other areas of the 
country and other academic institu-
tions – that being the graphic depic-
tion of a lynching.” 

Students and faculty members 
have expressed discontent with Pres-
ident Nesbitt’s removal of the paint-
ing through protest and debate.

“Dr. Nesbitt has done many 
great things for this college, I think 
for that reason it was a surprise to 
many people that she chose to have 
the piece taken down,” said John 
Amoss, program coordinator of the 
art department, to Gainesville State’s 
student newspaper, The Voice. 

In response, the Students for a 
Progressive Society have sponsored a 
silent protest in which both students 
and faculty members like Amoss par-
ticipated. The protestors wore black 
duct tape across their mouths to pro-
test the censorship of the painting’s 
removal. 

Amoss said that he has received 
hundreds of emails from supporters 
denouncing the president’s actions 
as censorship. 

“President Nesbitt may feel a 
sense of relief because the paint-
ing is down, but we want to put the 
pressure back on her,” Sean Herlihy, 
assistant professor of social science, 
told The Voice. 

“It was his self-expression. 
Who are they to say that is wrong?” 
asked Gainesville State student Jaleil 
McLaren. 

“If I bring other work to cover 
the space where my painting is, it’s 
like agreeing that I was happy with 
that decision and I wasn’t happy 
about,” Bermudez said. “I didn’t 
agree. I respected [Nesbitt’s] decision 
to do that. But I didn’t agree with that 

Gainesville State decision to remove art divides campus

decision.”
Bermudez says his painting was 

a personal expression.
“I wasn’t trying to push my 

opinion on people,” he said. “It’s just 

that artists express their feelings.”
On Feb. 17, more than 250 peo-

ple attended a debate at Gainesville 
State about the painting’s removal. 
Some argued that the removal of the 

painting was censorship, while other 
argued the decision was needed to 
protect Southern ancestry.

THE VOICE 
The removal of a controversial painting in a faculty art show has gained national attention.

By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor

By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor
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If students are found guilty of vi-
olating any of the proposed new law 
they are subject to punishment un-
der Section III B.8. Sanctions include 
suspension from the university for 
an amount of time. Students will be 
given W or WF in their classes. Cred-
it from other schools that students 
may attend during this time will 
not be transferred to Georgia State. 
Also included in the punishment is 
a transcript annotation, meaning if 
a Georgia State 
student is ex-
pelled, sanctions 
will be recorded 
on the student’s 
transcript. 

Those stu-
dents or faculty 
members who 
fall victim to crimes off-campus com-
mitted by Georgia State members 
will be able to submit a complaint 
that will then be investigated. The 
university can file complaints on be-
half of students. 

The original proposed amend-
ment was met with heavy criticism 
from students. Many questioned 
where the university’s jurisdiction 
would end and that in some instances 
it is not the university’s place to in-
tervene. 

Georgia State’s Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA) took an ac-
tive role in opposing the original pro-
posal and held a senate meeting to 
draft a narrower proposal that would 
still protect the Georgia State com-
munity off-campus while limiting the 
university’s jurisdiction. 

“No students we talked to were 
comfortable for that. We don’t feel 
that it is the university’s responsibil-
ity to police all students actions,” said 
Laplante.

The SGA expressed concern 
over the language of the proposed 
amendment. 

“We feel that the current lan-
guage is has a excess of jurisdiction 
that the way that it is written is very 
vague. It needs to be more enumer-
ated,” said Elise Laplante, SGA Ex-
ecutive Vice President.

According to Laplante, the SGA 
feels that the proposed amendment 
“needed to be explained more.”

“We feel that it needed to be ex-
plained more,” said Laplante.

The new proposed change sub-
mitted by the SGA specifies that lim-
ited off-campus activity that harms 
any member of the Georgia State 
community is punishable. 

“We took language from other 
Urban-13 universities,” said Laplante. 
“We created a code of conduct more 
conducive to students.”

Urban-13 universities are in a re-
search-sharing 
association all 
located in major 
metropolitan ar-
eas of the United 
States. 

The new 
SGA’s proposal 
also provides a 

list of various crimes that are punish-
able under the new changes.   

Input from various students 
across campus was taken throughout 
this process. 

The SGA also considered similar 
code of conduct policies already ex-
isting at other universities. 

The new proposal was influ-
enced by the Student Code of Con-
duct at Indiana University and Pur-
due University. Other schools in the 
University System of Georgia already 
have established similar codes of 
conduct. 

The proposed changes were 
passed unanimously in the SGA sen-
ate meeting.  

Once finalized by the SGA, the 
new proposal was taken to the stu-
dent code of conduct subcommittee 
on Feb. 10.

In this meeting, Senate mem-
bers discussed additional changes to 
the proposal and worked on polish-
ing the new proposal submitted by 
the SGA. 

Three days later the subcommit-
tee’s finalized version of the proposal 
was presented to the Committee on 
Student Life and Development.

At the meeting, several concerns 
were raised by various staff and fac-
ulty members regarding the new 
changes. 

Some faculty members argued 
that under the new revised proposal 
the university is disempowered from 
investigating students who may be 
a potential threat to the university 
community or from punishing those 
students whose actions reflect nega-
tively on the university.

On the other hand, faculty and 
SGA members argued that the new 
proposed amendment was the one 
that most students were comfortable 
with and any further changes will 
cause overreach the university’s ju-
risdiction. 

At the end of Thursday’s meet-
ing, the committee made a motion to 
further discuss the proposal. 

No final decision has been made 
on the exact details of the proposal. 
The next meeting will be held on the 
third Thursday in March. 

The changing and rapidly grow-
ing student body at Georgia sparked 
the discussion about making changes 
to the Student Code of Conduct last 
fall. 

There was a general consensus 
among university staff and faculty 
that the Georgia State Student Code 
of Conduct needed to address issues 
of off-campus safety.

Many pointed to other universi-
ties across the nation changing their 
code of conduct to include off cam-
pus safety and national events such 
as the Virginia Tech shootings. 

“Our campus boundary is broad-
ening. We have a growing student 
body that is no longer traditional and 
this proposal will cover on and off-
campus acts inn order to attempt to 
assume minimum danger to the com-
munity. If there was no change made 
and an incident were to happen there 
would be an expectation that the uni-
versity can maintain its safety,” said 
Stout. 

If students would like to get 
involved, the SGA advises students 
to fill out feedback forms which are 
available in the SGA office. 

Laplante also advises students 
to talk to faculty and staff about the 
proposed changes to the Student 
Code of Conduct.

“We don’t feel like it’s the uni-
versity’s place to be police officers,” 
stated Laplante.

“We don’t feel like it’s the 
university’s place to be 
police officers”

Elise Laplante
Executive Vice President, SGA

System of Georgia. 
Premiums are based on which 

students are mandated to have uni-
versity insurance, all undergradu-
ate, graduate and international 
students holding an F or J visa and 
those who are voluntarily purchas-
ing healthcare through the univer-
sity. 

The premium for undergradu-
ate students who are required to 
buy the university’s healthcare plan 
was $1,050 for the 2010-2011 school 
year and for mandated graduate 
students, the premium was $1,122. 

The premium for students 
voluntarily buying healthcare in-
surance through the school was 
$1,875. Graduate students who are 
receiving a full tuition waiver are 
also mandated to buy insurance 
through the university health care 
plan, but they can waive buying in-
surance with Pearce and Pearce if 
they have insurance with another 
provider.  

Under the healthcare plan pro-
vided by Pearce and Pearce, there is 
a lifetime cap of $500,000. Also un-
der the plan, preexisting conditions 

are not covered for the first year. 
The University System of 

Georgia acknowledged that stu-
dent healthcare has not been up-
dated according to the new law. In 
response, USG intends to outline a 
new healthcare plan and look for 
a new insurance provider for the 
2013 academic year. However, for 
the 2011-2012 academic year, USG 
will finish its contract with Pearce 
and Pearce. 

“In an effort to keep up with 
this ever-changing environment, a 
well versed team of experts on stu-
dent health from our institutions 
has determined that it is in the best 
interest of our students system-
wide to continue our contract with 
our current provider, Pearce & 
Pearce, one more year,” said Tonya 
Lam, Associate Vice Chancellor for 
Student Affairs for the Board of Re-
gents, in a message sent out on Feb. 
14 to universities in Georgia. 

Premiums will increase 3.5 
percent for mandatory under-
graduate students, 3.5 percent for 
mandatory graduate students and 
15 percent for students who volun-
tarily buy healthcare through the 
Student Health Insurance plan for 
the next academic year. 

likely to change, according to SGA 
Senator of the College of Arts and 
Sciences Shelby Lohr.

“When SGA started encoun-
tering problems with making that 
change, we learned that it was be-
cause the initial stipulation when 
the plus-minus system was voted 
in was that professors could decide 
whether or not to use the plus-mi-
nus grading system in their class,” 
she said.

The current administration 
has taken the plus-minus initiative 
a step further, but requiring the 
professors to post a syllabus before 
the semester begins may be prob-
lematic.

Georgia State prefers not to 
interfere with professor autonomy, 
both in terms of whether they ad-
here to the plus-minus system and 
their ability to change syllabi from 
semester to semester, Heath said.

The goal, then, is to get a copy 
of the last semester’s syllabus on-

line for students to view. SGA found 
that some professors’ respective 
departments may require them to 
provide syllabi anyway.

“Some departments currently 
mandate that instructors supply 
a copy of their course syllabus to 
the department for record-keeping 
purposes,” Heath said.

Heath added that one key ele-
ment SGA policymakers will strug-
gle with is the fact that, even if pro-
fessors post a semester-old syllabus 
on PAWS, they will have the ability 
to change anything on the syllabus, 
including plus-minus grading.

“It should be noted that a 
professor will still have the liberty 
to change [the syllabus] with each 
new semester,” Heath said. “This 
policy is not to control professors’ 
grading policies but to encourage 
transparency.”

The hope for now is that if the 
policy passes, students can use the 
syllabi to get an idea of that profes-
sor’s habits, despite their ability to 
make changes from semester to se-
mester.

JUDY KIM | SIGNAL 
Psychology major Amy Gregg checks her PAWS account.

MIRANDA SAIN | SIGNAL 
Proposal gives students a new opportunity for healthcare.

would be the fact that the weather 
would be warmer, so there are more 
options for vacation spots.”

Last year, spring break was dur-
ing the second week of March. The 

SGA also changed Thanksgiving 
break. Rather than having class on 
Monday and Tuesday of Thanksgiv-
ing week, students began having the 
entire week as a break.

The Admissions and Standards 
Committee will meet on Feb. 22 and 
discuss the calendar changes. That 

week, SGA will also hand out feed-
back forms in the Library Plaza from 
12 p.m. to 2 p.m. The forms are for 
gathering student opinions about 
spring break and other issues regard-
ing the school. 

>> SYLLABI
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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“We live in an age where it’s just as 
easy to dig up dirt on celebrities as it is 
for dirt on any ordinary college student 
We’ve unknowlingly become our own 
paparazzi.”

Charles Dunson
Staff Writer

dunsnchecksin@yahoo.com

“While usually a stream of inane 
thoughts with the brevity of graffiti on 
a wall, it often leaves behind a recorded 
wreckage of 140 characters or less.”

Whether social media networks 
like Facebook and Twitter deserve the 
credit they’ve received for their role in 
ousting oppressive Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak is up for debate. How-
ever, social media can certainly have 
the reverse effect if used recklessly. 

Let’s be honest, social networks 
aren’t a forum for innovative ideas. 
You’re more likely to find an offensive 
joke or scandalous photo posted on 
a social network. Somehow, social 
networking has the ability to force 
the most intelligent professionals to 
broadcast the most absurd thoughts 
found in the most dimly lit corners of 
their brains.

The conflict in Egypt transformed 
Nir Rosen from a respected journal-
ist and war correspondent into an 
infamous jerk, thanks to a series of 
offensive tweets. In response to reports 
that war correspondent Lara Logan 
was sexually assaulted in Egypt, Rosen 
tweeted, “Lara logan had to outdo 
anderson. Where was her buddy mc-
crystal?” This was in reference to CNN 
anchor Anderson Cooper’s attack in 
Cairo last week and to former U.S. Gen-
eral Stanley McChrystal.

He also accused her of trying to 
alter her reputation as a warmongerer. 
Although Rosen later apologized for his 
tweets, the damage was permanent and, 
as a result, he resigned his fellowship 
at NYU’s Center on Law & Security to 
go on a subsequent media tour in an 
attempt to salvage his reputation.

Before the advent of social media, 
the paparazzi were responsible for 
catching public figures with their feet 
stuck firmly in their mouths. Today, 
Twitter has taken over that role. 

Amazingly enough, Rosen gained 
500 followers within hours. This is the 
problem with Twitter. While usually 
it’s just a stream of inane thoughts with 
the brevity of graffiti on a wall, it often 
leaves behind a recorded wreckage of 
140 characters or less with people’s 
reputations left among the debris. 

Sometimes people watch NASCAR 
for the same reason they follow public 
figures in the midst of controversies on 
Twitter. They love to see a wreck.

In 2009, after using a gay slur in a 
tweet, Kansas City Chiefs running back 
Larry Johnson was fined $200,000 and 
suspended. He was finally cut a few 

weeks later. 
In Britain, politician Gareth 

Compton was arrested after calling 
for a Muslim journalist to be stoned to 
death.

Fashion designer Kenneth Cole 
also experienced the harsh reality of ir-
responsible tweeting after this showed 
up on his Twitter feed: “Millions are 
in uproar in #Cairo. Rumor is they 
heard our new spring collection is now 
available online.” Soon, the wrath of 
Twitter shifted from supporting Egypt 
to boycotting his products.

Celebrities with a large following 
aren’t the only ones who risk backlash 
for shooting themselves in the foot 
while tweeting online. Last November, 
a 27-year-old man was arrested for 
tweeting a joke about an airport bomb-
ing. However, the authorities aren’t the 
only ones scouring social networking 
sites.

Most of us are concerned with 
our family and friends seeing our 
Facebook profiles, but social network 
profiles typically aren’t just visible by 
our friends. Indeed, potential employ-
ers are increasingly performing deeper 
background checks on applicants using 
Google, Facebook and Twitter.

A recent survey by Microsoft 
discovered that 70 percent of recruiters 
or hiring managers have rejected a job 
application based on information found 
on the Internet. The world is becom-
ing more and more digitally reliant. In 
this age, companies do not want to be 
connected to potential controversies 
brewed up by things on Facebook or 
Twitter.

We live in an age where it’s just as 
easy to dig up dirt on celebrities as it is 
for dirt on any ordinary college student. 
We’ve unknowingly become our own 
paparazzi. The things we post on Twit-
ter and Facebook now are likely going 
to come back to bite us later on in life 
as well. 

Gaining popularity on Facebook 
and followers on Twitter isn’t worth 
the damage potentially caused to your 
reputation. It’s understandable that 
everyone wants their opinions to be 
heard, but it can be risky to lose your 
inhibitions on the Internet. 

Social networking is a lot like so-
cial drinking. There are ways to be safe 
while using social networking sites. Use 
the Internet responsibly, avoid binge 
Facebooking and, most importantly, 
think before you tweet.

Think before you tweetFROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Lessons from Toomer’s Corner
Harvey Almorn Updyke, 62 was charged 

last week with poisoning Auburn University’s 
130-year-old live oaks. Charged with first-
degree criminal mischief, Updyke admitted 
to poisoning the trees at Toomer’s Corner 
with the herbicide Spike 80DF, also known 
as tebuthiuron, in December. The trees have 
been given almost no chance of survival. 
Updyke was held Thursday night on a 
$50,000 bail and, if convicted of the felony, 
will face up to ten years in prison.

Oh, by the way – Updyke was an 
Alabama fan. And if you didn’t already know, 
Alabama and Auburn have had an intense 
rivalry for as long as anyone can remember. 

At the risk of sounding a little too much 
like a bunch of tree-huggers, the most 
disturbing part of the incident is undoubtedly 
the fact that Updyke maliciously killed a 
group of living beings. It’s hard not to be at 
least a little heartbroken over the idea that a 
group of beautiful, 130-year-old trees are now 
dying due to a no-longer-innocent rivalry.

Thankfully, it seems that very few, if any, 
Alabama fans support Updyke’s actions. The 
Facebook group Tide for Toomer’s popped 
up on Thursday, and at the time of printing 
57,828 people had joined. The group of 
Alabama fans has helped raise money and 
awareness in support of Auburn’s famed 
trees.

While the incident is, of course, isolated 
in its enormity, that is not to say that college 
football rivalries in general don’t take things 
too far. This writer grew up in a small town 
in rural Georgia that was ruled by high school 
football. During particularly competitive 
games with the school across town, it was not 
uncommon for cheerleaders to have entire 

Coke’s thrown at them or for cars belonging 
to the opposing team to be vandalized. And 
anyone who’s ever been to a Florida State/
Florida game knows the depth with which 
these rivalries run.

Many people will say that it’s silly to get 
so worked up over sports, and perhaps that’s 
true. But sports, and sports loyalties, exist 
for a reason. People crave connection, and 
joining forces in support of something you 
identify with – whether it be your school, 
your country or even your favorite band – 
helps satisfy that desire in human beings.

Updyke was an Alabama fan, yes, but 
he did not actually attend classes there. 
His actions are in no way an example of a 
typical Alabama fan – far from it, actually. 
The University of Alabama as well as its 
fans have, across the board, condemned his 
actions. Tide for Toomer’s posted an open 
letter to the Auburn community, stating “And 
although [Updyke] claims to support the 
University of Alabama, in no way does he 
represent us or our alma mater.”

As members of a community here at 
Georgia State, and especially since that 
community is currently building a legendary 
football program, it is incredibly important 
that we keep Toomer’s Corner in mind 
within the next ten years while we build our 
own traditions and rivalries. 

What do we, as Georgia State Panthers, 
want to stand for? Who will we chose to 
represent us? Questions such as these 
ultimately go beyond football -- they are 
questions that Georgia State alumni have 
been asking for almost 100 years. But now, 
with football helping to place us in the 
limelight, they are more important than ever. 
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Mississippi should not sell license 
plates honoring KKK founder

In Mississippi, one Southern 
heritage group has proposed the cre-
ation of a state-issued license plate 
honoring Nathan Bedford Forrest, a 
Civil War general and the founder of 
the Ku Klux Klan. 

While this proposal has gener-
ated a great deal of press, the gover-
nor of Mississippi, Haley Barbour, 
refuses to denounce it. 

But is this an instance of free 
speech or another example of 
Southern states clinging to archaic 
traditions? Although some Southern 
traditions are perfectly harmless, 
like sweet tea, rocking chairs and 
porches, racism is not. 

Sadly, this is not the first or only 
time Nathan Bedford Forrest has 
been honored in a Southern state. 
Tennessee is the home of the Nathan 
Bedford Forrest State Park. In my 
hometown of Sharpsburg, Ga., there 
is a neighborhood called “Bedford 
Forrest.”

Perhaps people just want to 
honor Forrest for his work as a 
Confederate general in the Civil War. 
Even so, he was charged with war 
crimes after the Fort Pillow Massa-
cre, where, according to the website 
History of War, several black soldiers 
were killed by Forrest’s troops even 

“Individual organizations can 
support Nathan Bedford Forrest, 
but a state organization should 
not reserve honor for such a cruel 
individual.”

Kendall Harris
Staff Writer

kendallharris524@mac.com

after they had surrendered. 
It seems that if people wanted 

to honor a Confederate general in 
the Civil War, they would honor one 
who did not taint the name of the 
Confederacy with war crimes. 

If Forrest is most likely not 
being honored for his accomplish-
ments in war, he is most likely being 
honored for his second major work: 
founding the Ku Klux Klan.

America is supposed to be a 
place where inhabitants are free to 
worship anything they want and 
honor anyone they wish, no matter 
how vile. However, the history of the 
Ku Klux Klan did not just stop with 
worship or faith. It revolved around 
terrorizing African Americans.

While people are certainly 
permitted to revere Forrest, however 
sickening that may seem, should 
the state really issue license plates 

in honor of a man responsible for a 
massacre and the creation of a racist 
organization?

Individual organizations can 
support Nathan Bedford Forrest, 
but a state organization should 
not reserve honor for such a cruel 
individual. 

Right now, Georgia has license 
plates that support organizations 
like Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta 
and the Humane Society. These are 
clearly organizations with laudable 
goals. But what other kind of plates 
would be allowed if one honor-
ing the founder of the KKK were 
produced?

Official state-issued license 
plates should be reserved for those 
organizations and individuals that 
promote charity or advertise some-
one’s beliefs, not blatant racism.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Malcolm Gladwell has said 
that online social media can’t build 
strong movements like our Civil 
Rights Movement. While his skepti-
cism may be right, Tunisia and Egypt 
suggest his reason is wrong. These 
revolutions are showing us that the 
internet can motivate people and 
mobilize them, that the internet can 
be a tool for pragmatic social change. 
In Tunisia, the people’s anger bub-
bled up, and the army capitalized. In 
Egypt, the army remains on the side-
line, leaving the people to organize 
themselves. When protests started, 
Mubarak’s government quickly shut 
down the internet, showing its fear 
of Facebook and Twitter. 

These social networks encour-
age bursts of information. They have 
communicated energy, updated us 
on fast-moving events, and helped 
achieve the critical mass of revolu-
tion.  This, however, is all they do. 

Gladwell’s focus should have 
been leadership: While Facebook 
and Twitter give voice to public 
anger, they do not allow leaders to 

rise. Without clear leadership, any 
movement is chaos. Rising violence 
in Egypt proves this.

Cairo was already the loudest 
city, by decibel levels, in the world. 
Now, the people’s voice has made it 
even louder. Twitter lets everyone 
share 140 characters of emotion 
and shows the government that the 
people are not afraid. These calls for 
change rallied a disillusioned popu-
lation, angry for reasons economic, 
religious, political, and social.

But merely motivating and con-
vening angry people is not enough. 
We must also motivate leaders. 
Throughout history, it is leaders who 
push transitions in one direction or 
another, who motivate people for 
better (think Mandela or Churchill) 
or worse (think Kim Il-sung or Kho-
meini).  A Twitter-style movement 
does not lend itself to leadership of 
this magnitude. 

In Egypt, the people are risking 
their lives while the opposition par-
ties squabble. Each party is trying to 
gain leverage in this ever-changing 

environment. Twitter and Facebook 
will not decide who prevails. When 
everyone has a voice through online 
media and western interventions 
like speak-2-tweet, everyone’s opin-
ions gain equal legitimacy. Whose 
goals will win out?

Yes, everyone wants Mubarak 
to leave. No, everyone does not want 
the same government after he does. 
Resolving this tension will require 
far more than Al-Jazeera’s live 
coverage or Google’s technological 
innovations, no matter how inspir-
ing, no matter how close we feel to 
Al Tahrir Square. A solution based 
on pragmatic and democratic ideals 
can come only from a true social net-
work, founded on patient discussion 
and rational leadership.

Hearing and amplifying Egypt’s 
new voice of reason through all the 
shouting, real and electronic, is not 
easy—or optional.

Max Holland
J.D., College of Law.

FOR BREAKING NEWS, VISIT

www.gsusignal.com



Look for the next issue of

THE SIGNAL
on March 15th!

Happy Spring Break!
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What are you doing

for Spring Break?

S T U D E N T 
V O X

“I’m going to the Bahamas. 
I’m looking to have a good 
time with my friends.”

Jesse Lee
Sophomore, Accounting

“I’m probably going to do 
down to Key West and go 
fishing.”

Benjamin Archer Rogers
Senior, Music

“I’m going to L.A. for All-Star 
weekend.”

Chela Hamilton
Graduate Student, Psychology

“I’m going to visit my family 
in Indiana then coming back 
here to enjoy the rest of my 
time off.”

Kelsey Boyd
Graduate Student, Psychology

“I will hopefully be going out 
of town to North Carolina and 
hanging out with friends.”

Shafaq Sherali
Sophomore, CIS

“I’m going to Richmond to 
visit one of my friends that 
goes to BCU, but she’s not 
going to be on spring break at 
the same time as me but we’re 
going to hang out and go to 
shows.”

Samantha Schaitberger
Senior, Journalism

It’s tough being a Thrashers fan
As a relatively new fan to 

professional hockey, the uncertainty 
regarding the Thrashers’ ultimate 
fate is incredibly troubling. Will they 
stay? Will they go? But really the 
question is: why should I care?

Like many people in Georgia, 
hockey was not something my 
friends or I cared about growing up. 
Sure, I always a Falcons fan. And 
who doesn’t like going to a Braves 
game? But, for some reason, I could 
never get into hockey. 

I suppose that I always thought 
of it as that “other sport,” which was 
only popular in places like Boston 
and Pittsburgh, but certainly not the 
South. And why should it be? 

Professional hockey is played 
on ice. Here in Atlanta, we barely get 
snow, much less enough ice to skate 
on. But that’s not really the primary 
cause for low attendance and lack-
luster support at Phillips Arena—we 
haven’t had anything to cheer for.

In fact, like a lot of people, the 
only time I had ever heard anything 
good about the Thrashers before 
this year was back in 2007, when 
they clinched a playoff spot for the 
first time ever. 

But even that wasn’t that 
impressive. One playoff spot in ten 
years is hardly something to brag 
about, unless it’s followed up with a 
solid off-season. But that’s not what 
happened to the Thrashers back in 
‘07. 

Accordingly, it didn’t produce 
too many lasting fans. I certainly 
was content to blow it off as a fluke 
way back then. Instead, it seemed to 
reaffirm the stereotype that hockey 
in Atlanta was always going to suck, 
period.

However, the best way to 
destroy that preconception is to win, 

“If the owners are truly looking 
to stir up their own fan base, 
threatening the fans does not 
make for wise business sense.”

Chris Shattuck
Opinions Editor

cjsuainc@gmail.com

and the best way to win is to recruit 
and retain solid players like Dustin 
Byfuglien.

That’s why I was impressed 
when the Thrashers’ management 
announced last week that they had 
signed Byfuglien to an impressive 
five-year contract. 

But then they decided to mess 
up everybody’s day and threaten 
to move the franchise away from 
Atlanta. Talk about mixed signals. 

If the owners are truly looking 
to stir up their fan base, threatening 
the fans does not make for wise busi-
ness sense.  

Instead, if they want to build a 
strong fan base, give the fans some-
thing to respect. It’s hard to throw 
your support behind a team where 
the management apparently doesn’t 
take itself or the city it claims to 
represent seriously. 

If the Thrashers’ management 
can finally get their act together, 
they will surely see a change in their 
attendance numbers. After all, bad 
management is bad management, no 
matter if it’s in Winnipeg or Atlanta. 

If the management at Atlanta 
Spirit actually manages to give the 
team enough money necessary to 
run a successful franchise, the fans 
will come. Everybody likes a win-
ning team.   

However, fair-weather fans 
will be the only determining factor 

behind the potential success of the 
Thrashers. That success must be 
driven by determined fans that fol-
low, ironically, the spirit of the team. 

Before I went to my first game 
not so long ago, I could care less 
about the Thrashers. But it was 
thanks to the urging of several of my 
friends, who are serious Thrashers 
fans, that converted me.  

We need more fans like that to 
recruit others. But the Thrashers 
have to give a reason why currently 
apathetic followers should get in-
volved. 

It’s not that Southern fans have 
a natural disposition against the 
sport of hockey. It’s that they have 
to have a reason to be interested in 
a sport they most likely know little 
about. 

However, assuming they are 
here to stay at least for the next few 
years, Atlanta Sprit is going to have 
to make some important commit-
ments to key players like Dustin 
Byfuglien if it wants potential fans to 
take the Thrashers seriously. 

But it’s going to be hard ex-
plaining to fans who were raised like 
me why they should be interested 
when it’s unclear whether they will 
even have a team to support in the 
future, which would be the case if 
the Thrashers do not make up their 
mind of whether to stay in Atlanta 
or not. 
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Poor showing at Gator Invitational doesn’t phase men’s golf
Georgia State’s men’s golf team 

placed 12th out of 14 teams on Sat-
urday, and 14th out of 14 on Sunday 
at the SunTrust Gator Invitational in 
Gainesville, Fla. last weekend.

Freshman walk-on Tyler Gruca 
led the team on Saturday, shooting 
two 73s and finishing with a total 
score of 219. On Sunday he shot his 
third consecutive 73 and finished in 
a tie for 29th overall.

The weekend showcased a sur-
prisingly poor performance for the 
men, who usually score much better 
and play a more competitive game. 
Head coach Joe Inman was not 
pleased.

“I am not happy with this. I had 
to be an adult or I would have been 
petulant like my players,” Inman said. 
“Our two seniors just played terribly, 
and our freshmen did better. [The se-
niors] threw away a pretty good per-
formance by our freshmen.”

On Sunday, seniors Alan Fowler 
and Brent Paul shot final rounds of 80 
and 79, respectively, finishing in 72nd 
and 73rd places. 

They handled the setback by 

focusing on the success of freshman 
Gruca, Victor Lavin and Grant Cagle 
and upcoming conference play rath-
er than letting negativity resonate in 
their minds and affect their game. 
Lavin finished 48th overall, and Ca-
gle finished 58th.

“I wasn’t happy with how I 
played last weekend, so I’m going to 
work hard the next few weeks,” Paul 
said.

If they had played as usual, In-
man said the team would have fin-
ished seventh or eighth. 

“We cannot be good if my two 
seniors do not do better,” he said.

Inman said the men need to get 
back to the fundamentals and sent 
them home from the tournament to 
“decompress — because they need to 
be playing well if this team is going to 
do well.” 

Inman and the team say this 
tournament in no way foreshadows 
how conference play will go, and that 
there is much opportunity for im-
provement between now and April.

Inman believes that by the con-
ference championships the team will 
be better, and certainly better this 
year than last year. The conference 
championships begin April 22, so 

there is time for the team to get there 
if they maintain focus.

“One thing we need to focus on 
is eliminating the big numbers. We 
cannot be competitive shooting some 
of the scores we shoot,” senior Alex 
Castro said. 

The men are working toward 
their next scheduled tournament 
Feb. 27-28 at University of North Car-
olina Wilmington. It will not be their 
first time facing a conference rival, 
but it serves as a great opportunity to 
size them up before the conference 

championships begin.  
“I think Wilmington is best in 

the conference,” Inman said. “We’ll 
play them on their home court and 
see how they do. See where they are 
and where we are. That’s good.” 

STEVEN RICHARD | THELOWFIVE.COM
Freshman Tyler Gruca finished 29th overall, shooting 73 in each of the three rounds.

By ABBY CARNEY
Staff Writer

Mark Micowski is just one of 
thousands of transfer students at 
Georgia State. But the senior out-
fielder’s story is unique because of 
how he came to be a Panther. Mi-
cowski originally committed to the 
Vermont Catamounts following a 
brilliant high school career in Con-
necticut. As a freshman in 2008, 
Micowski earned American East All-
Rookie Team Honors, finished fourth 
on the team with 53 hits and led all 
freshmen in the conference in steals.

But on Feb. 20, 2009, the Univer-
sity of Vermont athletic department 
officially announced they would be 
dropping their storied baseball and 
softball programs as a result of bud-
getary cuts, and that 2009 would be 
their final season of competition. 

Although rumors had been cir-
culating about the budget cuts, the 
announcement came as a shock to 
Micowski and his teammates. 

“We always had a winning pro-
gram, and it was really tough when 
we heard it, because no one was ex-
pecting it,” Micowski said.

Despite the uncertainty, Mi-
cowski earned All-Conference Sec-
ond Team honors as a sophomore by 
finishing the year with a .365 batting 
average, a team-high 28 stolen bases 
and a league-high 80 hits.

Micowski almost didn’t select 

Georgia State as his transfer desti-
nation. After considering Winthrop 
University, the University of South 
Carolina, Mercer University and the 
University of Connecticut, which 
recruited him out of high school in 
C o n n e c t i c u t , 
Micowski had 
his sights set on 
attending the 
University of 
Central Florida.

“I really 
wanted to go to 
Central Florida, 
which is where 
Coach Frady used to coach at. I’ve 
been to that school before. Just by 
looking at it, I just loved it, being 
in Florida and all the facilities they 
had,” Micowski said. “All of a sudden, 
I realized it wasn’t the place for me, 
so I came to Georgia State and that 
worked out for me.”

In his debut season as a Panther 
in 2010, Micowski finished the year 
with a .392 batting average and 91 
hits, tied for most in a single season 
in school history en route to earning 
first team conference honors. The 
Connecticut native also had 40 RBIs 
and set a school record with 69 total 
runs. Last March in a game against 
North Carolina Central University, 
Micowski hit for the cycle — in four 
innings. 

Since last season, Micowski has 
gained the attention of major league 

scouts and was named Colonial Ath-
letic Association’s Preseason Player 
of the Year by Baseball America, a 
renowned Major League Baseball 
prospect evaluation source. But acco-
lades aren’t Micowski’s top priority, 

though he would 
like to win the 
CAA’s Player of 
the Year award 
after the season.

“My expec-
tations are that I 
can do whatever 
I can to make 
this team a con-

ference championship team and go 
play in the regionals, because I’ve 
never been able to do that. I would 
love to go play the Georgia Tech’s or 
one of the big-time teams and be able 
to beat them in a regional,” Micowski 
said. “It would just be very special to 
me to win it my senior year, especial-
ly with all the seniors.”

In addition to Micowski’s all-
conference selection, four other 
Panthers were chosen as well in-
cluding junior Brandon Williams, 
senior Ryan Flemming, junior Justin 
Malone and senior Rob Lind, who is 
also the team’s designated hitter. 

If Micowski builds on his past 
success for a strong senior campaign, 
he and the Panthers have a promising 
future ahead.

STEPHEN JONES PHOTOGRAPHY
Micowski matched the Georgia State single season hit record a season ago with 91 

Micowski named Preseason Player of the Year
By CHARLES DUNSON
Staff Writer

“My expectations are that 
I can do whatever I can to 
make this team a conference 
championship team and go 
play in the regionals...”

Mark Micowski
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The author of more than 15 national and international best-
selling novels, an accomplished trial and corporate lawyer and a 
tireless literacy advocate, David Baldacci discusses his life as an 
author, the writer’s routine and humorous stories from the road.

WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 23 @ 3 p.m. 

Student Center Ballroom

The Georgia State baseball team, 
who developed a reputation in 2010 
for their potent bats and record-set-
ting offense, let their pitching and 
defense take center stage over the 
weekend against the Texas Southern 
Tigers at Panthersville to open the 
season with a sweep.

The Panthers scored 17 runs on 
Texas Southern in the three game 
series, shutting the Tigers out in the 
first two games and allowing just one 
run in Sunday’s finale.

It was a collective effort for the 
Panthers, who also received solid hit-
ting and raw power from junior Joey 
Wood. Wood went 4 for 11 and drove 
in 4 RBI’s over the weekend.

The Panthers also rode the hot 
bat of senior center fielder Brett 
Maxwell who hit 5 for 7 and drove 
in a pair of RBI’s including a bases 
loaded walk in the sixth inning of the 
second game.

Junior Justin Malone, who 
served primarily as a closer in 2010, 
got his first career start in Friday’s 
season opener and pitched six score-
less innings. The junior gave up seven 
hits with one strikeout and hit one 
batter.

In game one, senior Carter 
Sackett drove in senior Ryan Flem-
ing with a double to center field for 

the first run of the season to put the 
Panthers up 1-0. Sackett’s RBI would 
be all they needed, but the Panthers 
would give Malone and his relief 
some more insurance.

Head coach Greg Frady was 
pleased with Sackett’s effort, as well 
as the pitching and defensive perfor-
mances.

“The story of the game is how 
well we pitched and played defense,” 
Frady told Georgia State Athletics. 
“They had a couple chances to score 
in the first five innings, but we were 
able to pitch out of jams and make 
some huge plays on defense. That 
kept the game 0-0 until the bottom 
of the fifth when Carter Sackett came 
up with a huge hit.”

Texas Southern threatened in 
the fifth off of Malone after the Tigers 
got runners at second and third with 
one out. However, Malone picked off 
Jaret Brown and got the next hitter 
on a pop up.

The Panthers bullpen came in to 
retire the final 11 batters in order.

Junior pitcher Nick Squeglia 
started the second game of the series, 
allowing just three hits over five in-
nings and striking out three to earn 
the shutout.

With the game scoreless 
through three innings, Joey Wood, 
one of the Panthers biggest bats in 
2010, belted his first home run of the 
2011 campaign into left field. The 

two-run blast gave the Panthers of-
fense a two-run cushion. The Pan-
thers back-to-back shutouts were the 
first under Frady.

Senior Will Campbell made the 
start in the series finale, allowing 
three hits and one run in seven in-
nings in the 5-1 victory. Texas South-
ern’s scored its first run of the series 
with two outs in the third, snapping 
Georgia State’s school record of 20-
2/3 scoreless innings.

CAA Pre-Season Player of the 

Year Mark Micowski struggled to get 
it going, hitting just 2 for 11. However, 
the transfer from Vermont was inte-
gral in several plays throughout the 
series, including a critical sacrifice on 
Sunday.

Despite fielding the best offense 
in collegiate baseball last season, the 
Panthers dominated defensively and 
were virtually unhittable.

“Every one of our pitchers took 
the mound with a purpose, threw 
the ball in the strike zone, and mixed 

pitches well,” Frady told Georgia 
State Athletics. “And we backed them 
up with good defense.”

While the Tigers were a nice 
warmup for a team Baseball America 
has picked to win the Colonial Ath-
letic Conference, the Panthers will 
play their first road game of the 2011 
season at Mercer University on Tues-
day, before returning home for a four 
game series against Western Illinois 
University on Friday at 4 p.m.

Baseball dominates opponents 
with near series shutout

RANDY WILSON PHOTOGRAPHY
The baseball team lines up for the national anthem on opening day. 

By CHARLES DUNSON
Staff Writer
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Her demeanor is quiet, and her 
voice is soft-spoken — that is, until 
she starts to speak about her brother 
and her family. Her face glows and 
her lips curl up into a reminiscent 
smile. Her words are more upbeat, 
more animated. Kendra Long comes 
from a very close-knit family, and you 
can hear the love and comfort mixed 
in her speech. 

The 19-year-old Georgia State 
University freshman guard was 
born and raised in Atlanta, Ga., as 
one could guess from her Southern 
inflection. As a child, she grew up 
wanting to follow in her older broth-
er’s footsteps. Wherever he went, 
she was close behind. Whatever he 
did, she wanted to learn how to do it 
also. Her brother, Kedral Long, loved 
basketball as a young boy. When he 
joined a church basketball team, 
7-year-old Kendra wanted her name 
on the roster right along with Kedral. 

“I really wasn’t into basketball 
like that,” Long said. “[But] if he 
played football, I was going to play 
football too.”

That introduction to the court 
turned into more than just a chance 
to mimic her big brother. Her deter-

mination to be like her sibling helped 
cultivate her craft as a basketball 
star. Recently named by the Colonial 
Athletic Association as Rookie of the 
Week two weeks consecutively, Long 
displays an athleticism that greatly 
belies her initial reaction of not be-
ing “into basketball like that.” With 
accolades ranging from a nomination 
for McDonald’s All-American Game 
to being named Most Valuable Player 
during her time at the Georgia-Flori-
da All-Star Game, Long has proven to 
have a true talent for the sport.

Undoubtedly, her talent and her 
drive are direct results of her unwav-
ering resolve as a young girl. When 
her brother signed up for the church 
basketball team, Kendra’s name did, 
in fact, get added to the roster, along-
side her brother’s. The only girl on a 
team of boys at least five years older 
than she, Long remained resilient in 
her efforts to excel in the game. 

With the help of her brother, 
she scored her first basket. While 
her team played defense, Long would 
stay downcourt, awaiting her team-
mates as they retrieved the ball. The 
first time teammate Kedral tossed 
the ball Kendra’s way, the small girl 
fell. When it came time to run that 
play again, Kendra was ready. Kedral 
passed the ball; Kendra shot it and 

scored her first and only shot of the 
season. That scoring shot would cat-
apult Long into basketball stardom.

Long still plays a ball game 
or two with her big brother in her 
downtime. When she’s not studying 
for her classes or running drills with 
her Panther teammates, she enjoys 
spending time with her mother, fa-
ther and brother. 

“I go shopping. All the time. Ev-
ery weekend. [I] just call my mom, 
[and] tell her to come and get me,” 
Long said. 

Kendra’s father sells concert 
tickets, so he makes sure to get her 
into all of the latest shows. She’s 
looking forward to seeing one of her 
favorite artists, Lil Wayne, in April.

Her television rarely leaves the 
Disney Channel and BET. 

Although Long enjoys her lei-
sure time, she is dedicated to com-
pleting her education. Though still 
undecided on a major, she does know 
that she wants to become a business 
owner one day. On what the future 
holds for her and basketball, she is 
not sure. She may decide to go over-
seas. Or put the ball down altogether. 
Right now, her focus is to be success-
ful, on the court and in the classroom.

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Kendra Long (right) plans to own her own business some day.

Family support pushes Long
By WHITNEY JONES
Staff Writer
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With the advent of the Inter-
net, it has become increasingly easy 
to achieve a high level of fame in 
music without necessarily having to 
go through the traditional trials of a 
band. A band can be hyped up from 
nothing over the course of a few 
months and find themselves famous, 
whereas other bands continue to 
fight in strained obscurity. 

There is a certain integrity in 
suffering and proving you have the 
will and persistence to play music re-
gardless of success. This brand of in-
tegrity has been dwindling in the 21st 
century, but is kept alive in artists like 
Marnie Stern. 

Abandoning her work in college 
in favor of music, Stern supported 
her career with odd jobs for 10 years 
without even the slightest promise 
of fame. It seems snobby to say this 
is the “true” way to make music, but 
the nobility of such a struggle is hard 
to deny. I recently got to speak with 
Stern about what that decade was 
really like, as well as her recently re-
leased third album.

Why is your newest album more 
based on chords than riffs?

Probably because it was a reaction to 
the second record, which was a little 
more flashy and more rock, and I was 
trying to see if I could write some 
more traditional songs, and those rely 
heavily on chords. I was also trying 
to find different chords as opposed 
to the big rock ones that were more 
emotionally charged.

A lot of your music is more melod-
ic than artists you’re compared to. 
Is that a conscious decision?

Yes, I’ve always wanted to try and 
blend the experimental side with 
more transparent feeling. Not to say 
the other stuff doesn’t have a ton of 
feeling in it, but I’m just trying to use 
it in a different way.

In an interview with Pitchfork, 
you spoke about how you kept 
playing for 10 years without being 
signed. What kept you going dur-
ing all of that?

It was very difficult. I had [my best 
friend] Bella, who was also going 
through the same thing, so we con-
nected in that way. The main thing 
that kept me going was that I was 
really excited about the work I was 
doing, and I was really proud of it. 
That’s really all that matters anyway; 
that’s how I gain any kind of self-con-
fidence within myself anyway. Feel-
ing proud of what I’m doing. Even 
though of course I felt insecure, be-
cause I had no success, or what most 
people would consider success. I still 
felt inside what I was doing was cool, 
and I was prepared to keep doing that 
for that rest of my life.

Would you have kept going even if 
you didn’t get signed?

Yes.

How do you approach your lyrics?

Usually I write down if people say 
things that I think are interesting. 
I read a lot, and write down quotes 
from books a lot. So it’s mainly from 
books. And sometimes if I’m at a 
museum and the title of a painting 
is cool, then I’ll write that down. 
Stuff like that. But I always write it 
down, and the title of the song usu-
ally comes afterward. Lyrics for me 
are really tough to place in the song. 
A lot of the times I have tons of lyrics 

that don’t sync in the music, which is 
really frustrating. 

So are your lyrics less personal and 
more of an integration of ideas?

The last two were, but [the new re-
cord] was very straightforward and 
personal and obvious. You didn’t 
have to read into everything, the lyr-
ics are about love and loss and that 
kind of thing. 

A lot of your songs have sad lyrics, 
but are happy instrumentation-
wise. Do you mean to do some-
thing like that?

Yeah, it’s a bittersweet thing. With all 
of my music and who I am as a per-
son, I’m always struggling against 
that duality of really feeling over-
whelmingly s---ty about stuff, and 
fighting to try and be positive and 
make it work. Just like I would’ve 
kept going with music — I would’ve 
been kicking and bitching the whole 
time, but fighting it. 

You’ve spoken about being influ-
enced by bands like U.S. Maple and 
Hella. What about that chaotic 
style appeals to you?

That it’s half chaotic and half ex-
traordinarily structured, I really like 
that something can come across as 
sloppy, but there’s a reason behind it. 
Also because those two bands as an 
example were so innovative and dif-
ferent and doing their own thing. ... I 
like the idea of breaking rules. With 
U.S. Maple, I like that everything feels 
like it’s falling apart and coming back 
together. I think it’s really interesting. 
I think that you can get a lot out of 
both those bands. With repeated lis-
tens, you find more things to latch on 
to. It’s not the kind of the thing where 
you hear it once and then every time 
you hear it, you hear the same f---ing 
thing over and over. There’s a lot of 
shelf life in those bands’ songs, and 
I try and do that. To me that’s really 
inspiring. 

Marnie Stern on lyrics, chords and chaos
MARNIE STERN, 
TERA MELOS, 
CINEMECHANICA
WHEN Feb. 28, 8 p.m.
WHERE The Drunken 
Unicorn, 736 Ponce de Leon 
Ave.
ADDITIONAL INFO $10, all 
ages.

DAVID TORCH
Like the bands that inspire her, Marnie Stern said she tries to give her work an element of timelessness. 

It’s the perfect time of the year 
for a stroll. And it’s an even better 
time in the artistic climate of Atlan-
ta for a new art walk. 

Young Blood Gallery & Bou-
tique, Kibbee Gallery and Beep 
Beep Gallery is the most recent 
team to penetrate the newly emerg-
ing art stroll scene of Atlanta. The 
galleries, whose paths run right 
through the creative pulse of Ponce 
de Leon Avenue, will hold their 
third monthly walk on the evening 
of Saturday, March 5. 

In January, the three galleries 
officially joined forces to start their 
monthly art stroll called Ponce 
Crush. At the beginning of each 
month, typically the first Saturday 
of the month, each gallery coordi-
nates the opening of a new exhibit 
in their venue on the same night as 
the others. The stroll invites emerg-
ing art buffs and spectators alike to 
walk the short distance between 
each gallery on Ponce to celebrate 
the opening receptions of all three 
separate exhibits.

In the past, the galleries had 
unintentionally celebrated opening 
receptions on the same night and 
the reaction from the art commu-
nity during these instances sparked 
their foray into conducting the art 
stroll. 

“The three galleries involved 
— Young Blood, Beep Beep and Kib-
bee — are all like-minded and deal-

ing with emerging artists. We are 
also geographically located right 
around Ponce. It just seemed like 
the natural thing to do,” Preston 
Snyder, one of the founders of Kib-
bee Gallery, said. 

This dynamic trio of galleries, 
all located within blocks of each 
other, has independently estab-
lished a reputation of showcasing 
emerging artists in the growing 
underground art scene of Atlanta. 
Their collaboration brings more at-
tention to the artists they work to 
represent and gives patrons of one 
gallery the opportunity to view the 
work of another artist in a different 
venue they are not familiar with. 

“It’s had a positive effect on 
all of us; sometimes the whole is 
greater than the sum of the parts,” 
said Snyder.

Ponce Crush is not the first art 
walk to hit the streets of Atlanta. 
In recent years, neighborhood art 
walks have become a phenomenon 
that connects the sometimes dis-
jointed atmosphere of the city’s art 
scene. Each individual walk weaves 
visitors in and out of the different 
arts-centric neighborhoods of At-
lanta. Castleberry Hill, Buckhead 
and the Westside Art District each 
has its own respective monthly 
walk.

“It’s all very organic. Within a 
rough guideline, we all show simi-
lar works and artists that are in a 
similar place. Other walks, like the 

Affection for art at Ponce Crush

By PAUL DEMERRITT
Staff Writer

By SAVANNA KEO
Associate Entertainment Editor

SEE PONCE CRUSH, PAGE 16

MAX EREMINE
Pieces from the Jason Kelly-curated White Lines and Black Dogs 
line the walls at Young Blood during the second Ponce Crush.
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Straying from the familiar style 
of his successful real-life films, high-
profile director Gore Verbinski ditch-
es the pirate hat for lizard land in his 
new movie, Rango.

The movie — starring the voice 
talents of Johnny Depp, Isla Fisher, 
Abigail Breslin and Alfred Molina — 
is about a chameleon named Rango 
who becomes consumed with an 
identity crisis and finds himself in a 
world full of adventure.

Growing off his tendency and 
preference for Western films, par-
ticularly postmodern Westerns, 
Verbinski considers his new movie 
to be more Western than it is a tradi-
tional animated flick, though the film 
is completely animated.

“People talk about animation 
like it’s a genre, yet I don’t really 
think of it as an anime film,” Verbins-
ki said.“I definitely consider Rango as 
a Western film. Animation is not just 
for moms and kids. We’ll do a genre 
splice [because] doing a straight 
genre doesn’t do anymore. A pirate 
story with ghosts, an animation film 
about a chameleon with an identity 
crisis. Animation is not a genre; it’s 
not meant for a specific audience. I 
never set out to make a film for a cer-
tain audience. I just try to make the 
films that I like.”

When it came to start casting 
for his latest film, Verbinski said he 
knew Depp was perfect for the role 
as Rango.

“Totally wanted it to be slightly 
absurd, aquatic creature in the des-

‘Pirates of the Caribbean’ director Gore Verbinski steps outside his box

ert,” Verbinski said. “Quite often 
Johnny would say he has a little bit 
of Jack Sparrow, a little bit of Tod 
Sweeney, a little bit of Edward Scis-
sorhands. He’d flinch when I told 
him it seemed like there wasn’t a 
little bit of Johnny. He is Rango, he 
is ultimately going to start being like 
Rango. He arrived to be the process.” 

Verbinski has also filmed the 
family comedy Mousehunt with Na-
than Lane and Lee Evans, which pre-

miered in 1997 and kick-started his 
career as a director.

Only a few years after, Verbinski 
filmed The Mexican (2001), The Ring 
(2002), and the highlight of his career 
thus far, Pirates of the Caribbean: The 
Curse of the Black Pearl (2003). Since 
the monumental success of the first 
movie, Disney has produced two se-
quels: Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead 
Man’s Chest (2006) and Pirates of the 
Caribbean: At World’s End (2007).

Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead 
Man’s Chest broke box office records 
as the highest grossing film in its first 
weekend at $135 million. The movie 
grossed more than $1 billion world-
wide.

Despite his major success with 
the Pirates trilogy, Verbinski said he 
thoroughly enjoyed the challenges of 
something new like Rango.

“The reason to not do another 
pirate film was ’cause that it didn’t 

scare me,” Verbinski said. “It was 
all a paid education. Each time I did 
wonderful, I was lucky to jump into 
something I was scared to do. As 
soon as you feel like you know how to 
do, the potential to, so I just try to go 
with things I can accomplish. I try to 
hire people who have talent, but who 
haven’t tried a different thing.”

Rango opens nationwide on 
March 4.

Liars never prosper, but some-
times they can be pretty hilarious — 
on screen, at least. In Adam Sandler’s 
new comedy Just Go With It, the 
characters become tangled in elabo-
rate lies. As expected, the fibs start 
out innocently enough, but quickly 
grow to monstrous proportions. 

Sandler stars as Danny, a plas-
tic surgeon who wears a wedding 
ring when picking up women to en-
sure no-strings-attached encounters. 
But his scheme is snagged when he 
meets Palmer (Brooklyn Decker) and 
decides he’s genuinely interested. He 
doesn’t want to pretend he’s married 
anymore, and that’s when the snow-
ball starts rolling. 

Danny enlists Katherine (Jen-
nifer Aniston), his personal assis-
tant, to act as his soon-to-be ex-wife. 
Her kids get roped in too, and even 
Danny’s cousin, played by comedian-
actor Nick Swardson (Reno 911!, Nick 
Swardson’s Pretend Time).  

Swardson said he began work-
ing with Sandler after his debut 
stand-up special for Comedy Central 

around eight years ago.
“What if I was like, ‘Yeah, I’ve 

worked with him for eight years. I 
hate it,” Swardson joked. 

His first gig with Sandler was 
writing for and playing Jeff in Grand-
ma’s Boy, a comedy produced by 
Happy Madison (Sandler’s compa-
ny). It didn’t make a dent at the box 
office but became a cult-like favorite 
after its DVD release. 

“I think [Eddie in Just Go With 
It is] kind of a hybrid of Jeff and my-
self. And Meryl Streep,” he said. 

Swardson said Just Go With It 
is among his favorite endeavors, and 
that Aniston’s performance is re-
minder of her comedic prowess. 

“I think this is a movie that 
showcases her really well,” he said. 
“And kind of makes people remem-
ber how funny she is, and how tal-
ented. I think she’s so blown out in 
the tabloids and they spend so much 
time making rumors about her [that] 
the public loses sight of how brilliant 
she is. She has great comedic timing.”

There’s a scene where Aniston’s 
character yanks Eddie’s tongue, but 
Swardson said he wasn’t hurt during 
filming. 

Nick Swardson’s big-
screen pretend time

“The only thing that went wrong 
is that [Aniston] got a terrible disease 
on her finger that’s incurable,” he 
said.

Swardson’s character is will-
ingly wrapped up in the lies, as he 
pretends to be Katherine’s boyfriend, 
who claims he’s an Internet sheep-

herder. He joked that in real life, 
he doesn’t lie anymore because he 
“learned his lesson” after pretend-
ing to be a fireman when a house was 
burning down.

“And they were waiting for me 
to put out the fire, and after like, an 
hour, the house burned down. And I 

was like, ‘I’m just kidding. I’ve never 
been a fireman.’ Then people were 
really pissed at me,” he said. 

Just Go With It is now in the-
aters.

By JHONI JACKSON
Entertainment Editor

By JUDY KIM
Staff Writer

PARAMOUNT PICTURES
Best known for the Pirates of the Caribbean trilogy, Gore Verbinski said his latest work was a welcome challenge. 

COLUMBIA PICTURES
Nick Swardson said Jennifer Aniston and Adam Sandler have great onscreen chemistry in Just Go With It.
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Party all the time
One reporter’s weeklong dance-a-thon

By BROOKE MARSHALL
Copy Editor Sunday
Remember last 
November, when 
everyone was all 
atwitter about the 
dangers of Four Loko? 
Bowing to pressure 
from the FDA, 
Phusion Products, the 
manufacturers of the 
drink, have removed 
the caffeine from the 
recipe. These days, a 
new, non-caffeinated 
Four Loko lines the 
shelves of gas stations 
across the city, and 
hipsters everywhere 
have stockpiled the 
original concoction in 
their fridges. 

I was among them. And 
as a proud owner of 
seven cans of Four Loko, 
I decided to conduct a 
little experiment. You 
see, without alcohol, I 
can’t dance; without 
caffeine, I’m asleep by 
midnight. But with the 
power of Four Loko, I 
could stay out all night, 
every night. And so, 
a few weeks back, I 
cracked open a can, 
watermelon flavor, took a 
long swig and winced. 

“All right, Atlanta 
dance scene,” I growled. 
“Show me what you got.”

Southern Comfort
1383 Cedar Grove Rd., Conley, GA
No cover, 18 and up

As I approach Southern Comfort, a large, trucker-looking type emerges, 
gives me one look, and announced, “Damn you’re sexy, girl!”

Before I have time to stammer out a thank you or just take off running, a 
large, trucker’s-girlfriend-looking type emerges and screeches, “What’d I tell 
you ’bout talkin’ to other women?!” Cowed, he begins cobbling together an 
explanation. Just then, my buddy Brandon walks up.

“Um... this is my boyfriend,” I lie, and pull him inside.
Of course, Southern Comfort offers far more than just scary truckers 

who’ll hit on anything that breathes. Every Sunday, hipsters and good ole 
boys come together for karaoke, dancing and $5 Yuengling that you’re all but 
required to drink straight from the pitcher. 

10 High Club
816 N. Highland Ave.
$5 cover, 21 and up

If you can look past the vomit smell and the tuneless karaoke renditions 
of “Black Dog” (tip: drink heavily), Metalsome Monday is a raucous good 
time. The event gives people a chance to live out their dreams of being rock 
stars, singing karaoke while backed by a live band.

On a particularly hard-rocking night, you’ll find yourself as I did, grip-
ping one of the stone pillars to keep your footing in the surging crowd. If 
you’re lucky, you’ll also find yourself laughing hysterically as your lesbian 
best friend, Shannon, fights a losing battle against the advances of a lusty 
metal-head who will only identify himself as “Maximus.”

Monday

Hole in the Wall
3177 Peachtree Road
No cover, 21 and up

It might have been the dim lighting or a hallucination brought on by all 
the Four Loko, but I swear, the bartender looked just like Glenn Howerton, 
best known as Dennis from It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia. Dark industrial 
beats pounded from the speakers, and a few people writhed on the dance 
floor. The place picks up late in the evening, around 11 p.m. or midnight, and 
patrons aren’t shy about dancing in the cage in the center of the room or rid-
ing the club’s three mechanical horses.

Tuesday

JORDAN FINK
A trio of party 
animals fills 
the cage at 
Hole in the 
Wall.

MJQ Concourse
736 Ponce de Leon Ave. NE
No cover, 21 and up

Sure, it’s dark, crowded, hot as hell and more than occasionally smells 
like urine. But let’s be honest: What kind of hole-in-the-wall dive bar worth 
its salt smells good? If you’ve got break-dancing skills (or just like to watch), 
hit the hip-hop and funk room; if you have the proverbial two left feet, make 
your way to the indie and Brit pop room.

Wednesday

Thursday
CosmoLava
45 13th St.
No cover, 21 and up

“Isn’t that the kind of place where you need to have fake boobs and se-
quins to get in?” my friend Lauren asked me when I told her I was checking 
this place out.

She was almost right; you can get in even if you have real boobs and 
don’t know what a sequin is, but no one will talk to you.

CosmoLava actually boasts two clubs, Cosmo Lounge and Lava Lounge, 
so down-to-earth girls can get shot down in not one, but two hot locations — 
all while enjoying top-40 hits, underground house and $4 domestic beer. 

Friday
Opera
1150 Crescent Ave.
$20 cover, 21 and up

No lie: I got turned away because my outfit wasn’t good enough.

Saturday

Graveyard Tavern
1245 Glenwood Ave. SE
$5 cover before midnight; $15 after, 21 and up

The $5 cover that grows to $15 after midnight is a bit of a deterrent, but 
if you’ve got the money to burn it’s packed and the music is on point — hard, 
yet still dancey.

Mary’s
1287 Glenwood Ave.
No cover, 21 and up

Just a stone’s throw from the Graveyard is Mary’s, hands-down the city’s 
best gay bar. It’s a comfortable space on weeknights, the kind of place where 
you can sit and chat with friends without having to scream to make yourself 
heard. But on Saturdays, it’s a friggin’ madhouse.

Noni’s
357 Edgewood Ave.
No cover, 21 and up

The only way to describe Noni’s on a Saturday is hipster prom night. 
People cram onto the dance floor with barely enough room to move, while 
clever remixes of Animal Collective, Phoenix and Radiohead blare from the 
speakers. Smokers and people who need a break from dancing congregate on 
the patio and in the parking lot. It was there that I mentioned to a friend that 
pajama pants are the most comfortable article of clothing in the universe, 
and a drunk fellow by the name of Michael interjected, “Pajama pants are for 
idiots!”

“Well, what do you wear?” I asked.
“My balls,” he asserted. “I let ‘em hang loose. All my sheets smell like my 

balls.”
Touché, Michael. Touché.

STEVE WEBER
The night’s 
host hypes 
up the crowd 
at Mary’s, the 
city’s best gay 
bar.



01 Wondervisions 
Delicate Steve (Luaka Bop)

02 Rare 
Calibro 35 (Nublu)

03 Hardcore Will Never Die But You Will 
Mogwai (Sub Pop)

04 Mighty 
Lord Huron 

05 unlearn. 
Fergus & Geronimo (Hardly Art)

06 100 Lovers
DeVotchKa (Anti)

07 Outside 
Tapes ‘n Tapes (Idid)

08 Deerhoof Vs Evil 
Deerhoof (Polyvinyl) 

09 Grown Unknown 
Lia Ices (Jagjaguwar)

10 Zonoscope 
Cut Copy (Modular) 

11 Alright You Restless 
AgesandAges (Knitting Factory)

12 Seefeel 
Seefeel (Warp) 

13 Cape Dory
Tennis (Fat Possum)

14 Voltaire Twins 
Voltaire Twins

15 End it All 
Beans (Anticon) 

16 S/T II 
Akron/Family (Dead Oceans)

17 Is Growing Faith 
White Fence (Woodsist)

18 Ventriloquizzing 
Fujiya & Miyagi (YepRoc) 

19 City Walls EP 
Endless Wave (Fort Point) 

20 Um, Uh Oh 
Say Hi (Barsuk) 

21 Tre3s 
Chikita Violenta (Arts & Crafts)

22 White Wilderness 
John Vanderslice (Dead Oceans)

23 Beachcomber’s Windwosill
Stornoway (4AD) 

24 Kaputt
Destroyer (Merge)

25 Shapeshifting 
Young Galaxy (Paper Bag) 

26 La Sera 
La Sera (Hardly Art)

27 Win Win 
Win Win (Vice) 

28 Let England Shake 
PJ Harvey (Vagrant) 

29 Too Beautiful to Work 
The Luyas (Dead Oceans) 

30 Alyosha 
Tobie Milford (Surface to Air)

You have to love an 
experimental folk act 
that embodies the 
spirit of its music — 
Akron/Family sends 
“jokes and riddles and 
other positive stuff ” 
to fans through its 
mailing list. 

This guy’s a whiz 
with classical string 
instruments. He 
collaborates often, but 
his solo work is folk 
that’s both earnest and 
quirky, on the fringes of 
Andrew Bird’s style.

If you like Fleet Foxes, 
you’ll probably enjoy 
Benji Schneider’s 
dreamy pastoral folk.

The Game is from Los Ange-
les, the city of the stars, and Game’s 
Purp and Patron is certainly full of 
them. The mixtape is a massive, 29-
song offering with appearances and 
production from nearly every rel-
evant name in the hip-hop industry. 
Pharrell, Snoop Dogg, Rick Ross, 
Fabolous, Lil Wayne, Travis Barker, 
T-Pain and Wiz Khalifa make cameos 
on the mixtape, which also features 
beats by Dr. Dre, The Neptunes, Cool 
& Dre and The RZA. Purp and Patron 
even features some of the pioneers of 
rap music: Doug E. Fresh, Big Daddy 
Kane and KRS-One. And if all that 
isn’t enough, the Kardashian sisters, 
Russell Simmons, Ice Cube, Lil’ Kim, 
Joel Madden and Nicole Richie also 
lend their voices to Game’s cause. 

Purp and Patron is the rapper’s 
most daring release to date. Years re-
moved from 50 Cent’s Midas touch 
and back on the rap doctor’s good 
side, Game has released a mixtape 
that takes him out of his usual com-
fort zone without alienating his fans.

But as much as Purp and Pa-
tron is about the guests, the produc-
tion and the mixtape’s sheer size, the 
Game does a good job of reminding 
the listener that he is the main at-
traction of this star-studded affair. 
Although his style hasn’t changed, he 
is still in his name-dropping prime, 
and on almost every song Game is at 
his best.  

On “The Kill,” a track produced 
by the Miami-based duo Cool & Dre, 
Game is brutally honest about the 
music industry, his beef with 50 Cent 
and G-Unit and life since making it 
big. He scolds his community for be-
ing without motivation and convic-
tion: “Don’t be a follower n----, be 
a leader / And if that means I lose 
you on Twitter then so be it.” This is 
Game at his reflective, introspective 
height. But as emotional as Game 
can be on tracks like this and “Heart-
breaker,” he can be on the gangbang-
ing, weed-smoking kick on the next 
one. Game can talk paper planes with 
Wiz Khalifa on “Taylor Made,” low-
riders with Snoop Dogg and Phar-
rell on “In My ’64” and dead homies 
and Aston Martins with Rick Ross on 

The Game
Purp and Patron
Self-released

By MICHAEL MESSING
Staff Writer

The Game’s latest project is an all-star affair

This guy raps faster 
than the speed of 
light over futuristic, 
hypnotizing beats.
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Electronic jams that 
will do more than start 
a party — they’ll spin it 
out of control.

“Ashed to Ashes.”  
Although Purp and Patron is a 

well-made mixtape by a talented rap-
per, 29 songs is a long time to keep 
the listener entertained with quality 
music. Game is at his greatest more 
often than not, but there are some 
tracks, like“Khaki Suit” with T-Pain 
and “Burn NY” (which doesn’t even 
feature Game), that seem like he was 
just calling in favors to get as many 
people on his mixtape as possible. 
It’s almost as if he wasn’t concerned 
with making a concise and focused 
mixtape.     

Game obviously has an ear for 
good music and what it takes to get 
a buzz going for a project, but un-
fortunately this buzz hasn’t solved 
the issue of his delayed fourth studio 
album, The R.E.D. Album. Still, Purp 
and Patron is an ambitious and daring 
mixtape that puts Game’s name back 
in the rap conversation — a realm 
where it hasn’t been in some time. 

Although U.K.-based band Yuck 
has only released one album, I’m 
already fed up with jokes based on 
their name. Reviewers have presum-
ably quipped, “You’ll say anything 
but Yuck with this bands eponymous 
debut,” but there’s more to the band 
than just awful wordplay. Though 
buzz surrounding the band has been 
positive, there isn’t much to say about 
Yuck. There might come a day when 
lazy wordplay can accompany the 
band’s review, but for now, mediocre 
is the best that can be accommodat-
ed.

If bands like The Strokes or The 
White Stripes are your jam, Yuck is 
going to feel very familiar. The group 
shoots for a sound that’s both very 
laid-back and very lo-fi. Expect vo-
cals dripping with post-production, 
grungy guitar riffs and a steady, if pre-
dictable rhythm section. Interviews 
with Daniel Blumberg, the band’s 
frontman, reveal a desire to recap-
ture the sounds of ’90s indie, and the 
group has done so with an album that 
sounds very professional. Listeners 
immediately get the impression that 
they’re listening to a band that nailed 

Yuck
Yuck
Fat Possum Records

By MICHAEL RABALAIS
Staff Writer

down its goals, audience and sound a 
long time ago.  

The strength of Yuck clearly lies 
in the group’s guitars. Picking a song 
off Yuck based on its lyrics alone is 
tough, but catchy and recognizable 
guitar riffs are what give the songs 
their character. Tracks “The Wall” 
and “Operation” stick with you for 
days, and represent the album’s high-
est points. 

My problem with Yuck lies in 
its unoriginality. For a band so well-
defined in its sound, it’s frustrat-
ing beyond words that there’s really 
nothing new brought to the table. Al-
though the record’s guitar work is 
certainly good, it isn’t anything that 
hasn’t been done better by other 
bands. Lyrics are occasionally clever, 
but feel generally uninspired. I was, 
on several occasions, able to correctly 
TK guess? when amplifier feedback 
would begin and end. 

If it’s decent indie rock you’re 
after, Yuck is certainly a viable op-
tion. Although there are problems 
surrounding the band’s debut, none 
of them lie in musicianship or execu-
tion. As an addition to a playlist or for 
casual listening, Yuck meets par with 
much bigger names. But for those 
looking for something bigger, Yuck 
probably won’t scratch that itch.

Cut Copy, an Australian synth-
pop dance band, just released its 
highly-anticipated third full-length 
album, Zonoscope. On the last album, 
2008’s In Ghost Colours, Cut Copy re-
leased four successful singles, includ-
ing “Hearts on Fire” and “Lights and 
Music.” The band is well known for 
its disco synth-pop style that com-
bines modern dance music with ‘70s 
and ‘80s influences. 

Zonoscope, while continuing 
Cut Copy’s original sound, is slightly 
different than the previous albums. 
The band introduced Zonoscope by 
releasing a free MP3 online, a Tim 
Goldsworthy remix of their track 
“Take Me Over.” Zonoscope show-
cases the vocalist’s stylistic range — 

Cut Copy
Zonoscope
Modular Recordings

By KENDALL HARRIS
Staff Writer

SEE CUT COPY, PAGE 16



Atlanta Events

Want to see an event in this space? Contact Jhoni Jackson at 
signalentertainment@gmail.com with the event name, time, 
date, location and a brief description.

TUESDAY, FEB. 22

‘The Room’
The historic theater screens this gem of a film monthly, and after you 
see it, you’ll want to be one of the regular attendees. It’s a melodramatic 
love triangle kind of story gone terribly, terribly wrong. Its star (Tommy 
Wiseau) spearheaded the whole mess, and it’s done so badly that it’s 
humorous. In interviews, Wiseau has insisted that it’s intentionally a 
black comedy — but it’s not.
Plaza Theatre, 1049 Ponce de Leon Ave. // 9:30 p.m. // $9, all ages

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 23

‘Monsters, Demons and Winged-Beasts: Composite 
Creatures in the Ancient World’
The museum at Emory University’s latest exhibit is freakishly beautiful. 
Expect to see sirens, a cannibal cyclops, a fire-snorting lion and other 
ancient Greek oddities. The museum is open Tuesday through Sunday 
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m., and from noon until 4 p.m. every Sunday. 
Michael C. Carlos Museum, // 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. // $6 with student 
ID, all ages

THURSDAY, FEB. 24

Balkans, Hawks, N.E.C., Soft Opening
Join Balkans in celebrating the release of a new 7-inch, Edita V. The bill 
is entirely local, and completely great, from the aggressive thrashing of 
Hawks to the pop-inclined, fuzzy guitar drones of Balkans. 
Star Bar, 437 Moreland Ave. // 9 p.m. // Free, 21 and up

FRIDAY, FEB. 25

The Old 97s, Those Darlins
The headliners are a great, seasoned rock band, but Those Darlins alone 
are worth the ticket price. The Murfreesboro, Tenn., band’s country-
tinged, punk-rooted pop is gritty, charming and infectious. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 26

Abby gogo, Lucy Dreams
Come early for slices, but stay late for two great local bands. The second 
installment in a new monthly series, this edition is smothered in psych. 
Abby gogo handles the rock ‘n’ roll variety, and Lucy Dreams puts a pop 
spin on it that’s hard not to dance along to. 
Cameli’s Gourmet Pizza Joint, 699 Ponce de Leon Ave. // 10 p.m. // 
Free, all ages

College Night: Art a la Carte
Take advantage of the cheap student rate and peruse the Henri Cartier-
Bresson exhibit. The event includes live experimental music and break 
dancing, among other spectacles.  
High Museum of Art, 1280 Peachtree St. // 7 p.m. // $7 with student 
ID, all ages

SUNDAY, FEB. 27

‘Leader of the Pack’
This Broadway musical celebrates the life of the late Ellie Greenwich, 
the doo-wop maven who teamed up with husband Jeff Barry for classics 
like “Chapel of Love,” “Da Do Ron Ron,” “And Then He Kissed Me” and, 
of course, “Leader of the Pack.” The show runs until March 6.
The Strand Theatre, 117 N. Park Square (Marietta) // 2 p.m. // 
$27.50-$48.70, all ages

MONDAY, FEB. 28

Metalsome Mondays
Try your hand at singing with a live band at 10 High’s infamously 
raucous karaoke night.
10 High Club, 816 N. Highland Ave. // 9 p.m. // $5, 21 and up
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Westside Art Walk and the Castle-
berry Hill walk, are widely different. 
With us, it’s a smaller, more intimate 
and more organic thing,” said Mark 
Basehore, owner of Beep Beep Gal-
lery.

The past two strolls have gar-
nered much support from the lo-
cal art community. The first Ponce 
Crush had about 100 people in and 
out of Kibbee Gallery, Snyder said. 
He added that each gallery has dif-
ferent “circle of friends and spheres 
of influence” and through the walk, 
each individual gallery is able to at-
tract people who don’t normally fre-
quent that art venue. 

The intermingling of gallery 
supporters during the stroll brings 
out a more diverse crowd to each 

opening. 
“Earlier in the night, you get the 

people who are out for only a few 
minutes and want to see each show. 
They may be dressed [up]…on a date 
and then later on through the night, 
you get more people who are a part 
of the emerging arts scene who are 
hanging out and drinking beers,” 
Basehore said. 

At the March 5 stroll, Beep Beep 
Gallery will be previewing artwork 
from all exhibits to be displayed in 
the upcoming year. The project is a 
new venture for the gallery that in-
vites the talent of artists outside of 
the Atlanta area to display their work 
in this city. There will be five two-
person collaborative shows featuring 
a local artist from Atlanta as well as 
a new out-of-state talent. Greetings 
and Salutations will feature one piece 
of art from each artist involved, giv-

ing stroll-goers insight into which 
months to stop by the gallery to see 
their favorite artist. 

To see Beep Beep’s opening of 
the Greetings and Salutations exhib-
it, as well as the unveiling of Young 
Blood’s and Kibbee’s new exhibits, 
cruise down to Ponce de Leon Av-
enue the evening of March 5 and join 
the crowd weaving in and out of the 
galleries.

Kibbee Gallery: 688 Linwood 
Avenue (behind Fellini’s Pizza 
on Ponce de Leon Avenue)

Young Blood Gallery and Bou-
tique: 636 N. Highland Ave.

Beep Beep Gallery: 696 Charles 
Allen Drive

he can sound similar to both Robert 
Smith and New Order (“Need You 
Now”) and The Beach Boys (“Where 
I’m Going”) without sounding like a 
cheap imitation. The tracks on Zono-
scope, even the 15-minute long final 
song on the album, never sound con-
trived. 

 “Pharaohs and Pyramids” is a 
melodic disco love song with simple 
but memorable lyrics: “Please baby 
please baby / Don’t take my heart 
away / Just save it for another day.”  

The closing song, “Sun God,” is 
lengthy but isn’t overwhelming be-
cause of the almost constant beats 
and spontaneous lyrics in the track.  
The song poses the philosophical 
question, “You’ve got to live / You’ve 
got to die / So what’s the purpose / 
Of you and I?” The band makes simi-
lar social commentary on songs like 
“Blink and You’ll Miss a Revolution” 
and “Hanging on to Every Heart-
beat.” 

Cut Copy has managed to grow 
musically while maintaining their 
original modern disco style, making 
Zonoscope sound both fresh and new 
but comfortably familiar. 

Veteran R&B singer Ginuwine 
gets personal with his seventh studio 
album, Elgin. 

Ginuwine
Elgin
Notifi Music Group

By TYANA JACKSON
Staff Writer

The 14-track album is most 
written by Ginuwine, and boasts 
some production by Tank and Bryan 
Michael Cox. The title of the album, 
which is also Ginuwine’s birth name, 
implies that Ginuwine is giving some 
of himself to fans on the album.

The opening track, “Heaven,” 
sets high expectations for the rest of 
the album. It’s about being with the 
one person who makes you so happy 
that just being in their presence is 
like heaven.

On soulful ballads like “Break,” 
Ginuwine shows his always-superb 
vocals. Ginuwine hasn’t lost his sex 
appeal; it’s just more mature, which 
can be heard on tracks like “Body” 
and “Why We’re Fighting.”

He attempts to reach a younger 
crowd with the fun and upbeat “Bat-
teries.” The track features rapper 
Trina, who provides a mediocre and 
sex-filled verse to the already over-
sexed chorus.

Randomly, Elgin slows down 
with heartfelt ballads and picks the 
pace back up with tracks like “Kid-
napped,” a dance club song with a 
beat that’s fun and flirty. The au-
thentic and unique Ginuwine sound 
finally comes to life on tracks “First 
Time” and “Frozen.” “First Time,” is 
about having that someone he loves, 
and every time he sees her, it’s like 
the first time he was with her.

Elgin shows the growth of Ginu-
wine. His music is more mature; he’s 
not making tracks like “Pony” any-
more. He’s married with children, 
like most of his fans, who have grown 
with him over the last six albums. On 
track “Busy” Ginuwine sings “All of 
my boys say I’m trippin’ / When they 
call I’m not answering / They always 
get my voicemail  / Cause I’m busy / 
with her.”

With the decline of real, soulful 
R&B, Elgin was a great start at reviv-
ing the genre for the beginning of 
2011. Ginuwine offered fans some of 
himself — not the artist, but the man. 
Hence the title Elgin.

Three years after her first stu-
dio album, Grammy-winning art-
ist Adele’s sophomore work, 21, has 
finally arrived. The 10-track album 
boasts a mixture of ballads and up-
beat tempos with the flowing, har-
monic vocals of the British singer at 

Adele
21
XL/Columbia

By LAUREN-ASHLEY MINCEY
Staff Writer

the forefront crooning about heart-
break, rebounds and other love-relat-
ed themes.

This album shows a more ma-
ture Adele compared to her first. 
Adele sings about issues that she is 
dealing with and wants her audience 
to listen to them. She’s very emotion-
al throughout this album and pours 
them into her music.  

 “He Won’t Go,” an R&B-style 
track, tells the story of heartbreak. 
She believes that she loves him and 
there is nothing more powerful than 
that: “But I won’t go / I can’t do it on 
my own / If this ain’t love, then what 
is?” The chorus of the song begins 
with her discussing her thoughts of 
leaving him, however; she tells us he 
will feel the same way. 

On “Someone Like You” Adele 
tells her former flame that she is hap-
py with whom his new partner and 
to fill the void of her heartbreak, she 
will find someone that makes her as 
happy as he did.

“One and Only” is a relatable 
ballad where Adele expresses ner-
vousness about being with a new 
person, despite believing that she is 
his perfect match. 

Adele’s 21 could serve as the 
catharsis during a breakup or other 
romantic misfires. Her soulful voice 
puts power into these songs to make 
you feel that you are dealing with the 
same situation.

>> PONCE CRASH
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

>> CUTY COPY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

For access to our archive 
of album reviews, visit 
www.gsusignal.com/
entertainment/album-
reviews/
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On Thursday, Feb. 17 Freder-
ick de Klerk, the former president 
of South Africa and Nobel Peace 
Prize winner, spoke at Georgia State 
as a member of the Distinguished 
Speakers Series. De Klerk, who said 
he scrapped the original speech he 
planned on giving on globalization 
and the role of the United States, 
spoke on the long and grueling pro-
cess of ending apartheid in South 
Africa.

Apartheid-era South Africa 
was a difficult time in the coun-
try’s history. Created initially fol-
lowing the country’s elections in 
1948, apartheid was a system of 
legal segregation instituted by the 
minority white population against 
the country’s majority “non-white” 
population. Apartheid classified 
South Africans into racial groups 
and segregated everything in the 
country including education, hous-
ing, and medical care. During this 
era, Nelson Mandela and the Afri-
can National Congress (ANC) were 
the leaders of the movement against 
apartheid by the blacks who were 
being racially persecuted. Mandela, 
who was imprisoned for 27 years 
on charges of treason and trying to 
sabotage the national government, 
was known worldwide because of 
his imprisonment.

De Klerk came into South Af-
rica’s presidency during a tumultu-
ous time in the country’s already 
rocky history. Never known as a 
liberal politician, de Klerk’s first 
order of business as president was 
the release of Mandela from prison 
and lifting the ban on the ANC. De 
Klerk’s administration ended apart-
heid and negotiated with Mandela 
and the ANC for a fair, multi-racial 
democracy in South Africa that 
would allow for the country’s first 
free elections that elected Mandela 
as president.

In an interview before his 
speech, de Klerk spoke on the ever-
changing state of South Africa un-
der his presidency and the country’s 
diversity.

At the Georgia Aquarium on Fri-
day, Feb. 18, Georgia State students 
enjoyed a night with friends and fam-
ily as they experienced animals from 
oceans, lakes, and rivers in the largest 
aquarium in the world.

GSU Night at the Aquarium 
invited students, staff, faculty and 
their friends and family to spend the 
evening and have a good time at the 
Georgia Aquarium for a discounted 
price. 

“It was really awesome bringing 
my friend Jonathan to the aquarium. 
He got to spend time with all my 
friends and the event was really fun 
and enjoyable,” said Sydney Pepple, a 
freshman at Georgia State.

Shuttles brought students to the 
Aquarium and back to the Student 
Center. Once students were inside 
the aquarium, they had five exhibits 
to choose from: Cold Water Quest — 
which featured two beluga whales, 
Georgia Explorer, Ocean Foyager, 
River Scout, and Tropical Diver.

“The beluga whales were so ma-

jestic and serene,” said Tyler Dost, a 
freshman at Georgia State.

Though the Aquarium did not 
close off specifically for those asso-
ciated with Georgia State, students, 
staff and faculty were sporting Geor-
gia State t-shirts and enjoying the ex-
hibits. Every exhibit was packed, and 
a jazz combo played some tunes as 
anxious aquarium-goers moved from 
one display to display.

It was hard to get a spot in the 
interactive displays, such as the 
stingray and shrimp tanks. However, 
getting a hands-on experience with 
these animals was amazing.

The Sea Otter exhibit was un-
der construction, which was a huge 
disappointment to many students. 
Freshman Jordan Stubbs said, “I was 
looking forward to seeing the otters. 
They are one of my favorite animals.”

As freshman Austin Roebuck 
was studying the African Penguin 
exhibit, he said, “I hadn’t been to 
the aquarium in years so it was the 
perfect excuse to hang out with my 
friends and have a good time.” Geor-
gia State students definitely felt the 
same way about this event.

LAURA APPERSON | SIGNAL
Georgia State students were able to explore the the five featured 
exhibits at the Georgia Aquarium.

Students spend an 
evening under the sea
By LAURA APPERSON
Staff Writer

De Klerk discusses apartheid in South Africa
By MICHAEL MESSING
Staff Writer

De Klerk described the ten-
sions in South Africa before the end 
of apartheid as “building,” but also 
stated, “throughout our history and 
specifically now in modern history 
there has been an underlying good-
will in South Africa between the 
people of different races.” De Klerk 
did admit that the country’s ten-
sions were a result of the discrimi-
nation that existed during apart-
heid. “There was resistance, and it is 
from that [discrimination] that the 
resistance movement developed,” 
de Klerk said. He then went into 
great detail describing the ethnic di-
versity of South Africa.

“The indigenous black people 
can be divided into nine different 
linguistic groups. There is this over 
simplistic vision of South Africa, 
just black and white, but there is 
black diversity which is fundamen-
tal,” de Klerk said. “That is why in 
any negotiations between me and 
Mr. Mandela and our teams it was 
agreed to write into our new con-

stitution that we have 11 official lan-
guages.” De Klerk mentioned how 
the country’s racial climate is com-
plex . De Klerk spoke about how as 
a child he swam and shot birds with 
the black children. 

“At grassroots level, there has 
always been a relatively good per-
son to person relationship [between 
blacks and whites],” de Klerk said,

De Klerk described this good 
relationship as a byproduct of 
“Ubuntu,” an African culture De 
Klerk explained as, “I’m a person 
through you because you are a per-
son.  I can’t be a person on my own; 
it is an interaction with the people 
around me that my humanity ex-
ists.” 

De Klerk is a civil rights legend 
who helped end one of the darkest 
periods in human history.  Through 
togetherness and understanding 
de Klerk and his administration 
brought South Africa out of apart-
heid and remade the country into a 
player in the global economy. 

THADDEUS MORGAN | SIGNAL
Frederick de Klerk was a guest speaker at Georgia State’s 
Distinguished Speaker Series.

On the corner of Piedmont Ave. 
and John Wesley Dobbs Ave. resides 
a piece of public artwork that pays 
homage to some of the great civil 
rights fighters of the world.  

David Fichter painted The Free-
dom Quilt mural in 1988 in conjunc-
tion with Atlanta’s hosting of the 
Democratic National Convention the 
same year.

With the help of local artists and 

residents of Atlanta, Fichter created 
a mural that features an array of his-
torical figures from Martin Luther 
King Jr. to Daniel Berrigan. 

Berrigan is a Catholic priest and 
peace activist. He is most famous for 
founding an interfaith coalition that 
adamantly protested the Vietnam 
War. 

The mural also features vot-
ing rights activist and Student Non-
violent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC) member Fannie Lou Hamer, 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Rigoberta 

Menchu and murdered freedom rid-
er Andrew Goodman. 

The mural is 20 feet high and, 
as its name suggests, is a patchwork 
of different symbols and images that 
tell the story of people’s struggles 
for freedom. Massive hands painted 
alongside these images appear as 
though they are sewing together the 
stories of people from all walks of life 
fighting for the same thing. 

The building where the mural 

Mural controversy pulls professors’ interest

BILL FLEMING
The Freedom Quilt mural stands on the corner of John Wesley Dobbs 
Ave. and Piedmont Ave.

By JILLANA JONES
Staff Writer

SEE MURAL, PAGE 18
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Yterenickia S. Bell, a senior at 
Georgia State, is currently complet-
ing an internship with the U.S. Secret 
Service. Bell was one of only two col-
lege students chosen from her dis-
trict for the internship. In order to 
attain the internship, Bell had to pass 
eight months of clearance, including 
background checks and a polygraph 
test.

Bell’s work at the U.S. Secret 
Service included providing detailing 
for Michelle Obama while she was 
on her campaign Let’s Move which 
fights against childhood obesity. The 
first lady visited elementary schools 
and spoke with teachers and chil-
dren. Bell was thrilled about getting 
to hug Mrs. Obama when she spoke 
at an Alpharetta church during her 
visit.

“I had mixed emotions. I was 
very excited and I was nervous at the 
same time that I was even in her pres-
ence because I never thought this 
would happen,” Bell said.

Bell’s daily work at the U.S. Se-
cret Service includes assisting with 
task and field operations in the Bank 
Fraud, Fraud, Electronic Crimes, 
Protection and Counterfeit Squad 
sectors. She also is permitted to at-
tend and observe trials in district and 
federal courts.

Bell, an ambitious criminal jus-
tice major, wants to immerse herself 
in all aspects of criminal justice be-
fore graduating. Her internship with 
the U.S. Secret Service is the sixth in-
ternship she has been offered and the 
fourth in which she has participated. 

Her first internship was work-
ing as an assistant to attorney Trân 
Lankford whom Bell accompanied 

on jailhouse interviews. This first 
experience turned Bell into a strong 
advocate for internships because it 
revealed that her real passion was in 
criminal justice and perhaps working 
with a nonprofit organization rather 
than attending law school.

“This internship opened the 
door to people I would have never 
meet before. Internships are not just 
for your field, they help you to grow 
and figure out what you really want 
to do because you don’t know if what 
fits you until you actually start work-
ing,” Bell said.

Bell’s second internship, which 
she is still completing, is with the Mi-
nority Corporate Counsel Associa-
tion as a legal diversity intern. This 
internship provided her with the op-
portunity to attend a conference in 
Washington, D.C. and meet attorneys 
from Microsoft, Gateway and Bank of 
America.

Bell completed an internship in 
public relations at the Atlanta Police 
Department (APD) in 2010, where 
she helped write the chief’s speeches 
and coordinate award ceremonies 
and memorial services. While work-
ing with the APD, she was able to 
have lunch with Atlanta Mayor Ka-
sim Reed.

Bell may be incredibly busy, but 
she still wants to gain more experi-
ence. She plans to intern at the Clay-
ton County Sheriff’s Office later this 
semester. When asked what the fu-
ture holds for Bell she said, “I want to 
have my masters in public policy and 
management and work for the de-
partment of state or the department 
of justice.  She encourages students 
to be persistent and motivated in all 
they do.

“Never give up and always stay 
determined. Everything worth hav-
ing is worth putting forth effort,” said 
Bell.

Student leader advocates 
internship experience

ELIJAH SARKESIAN | SIGNAL
Yterenickia S. Bell is currently interning with the U.S. Secret Service,

By KENDALL HARRIS
Staff Writer
and ANGEL R. WHITE
Campus Life Editor

Incept is a crucial part of a 
Georgia State student’s introduc-
tion to the school. Without the right 
people leading it, it could fail, mis-
lead or delude new students. Luck-
ily, Incept is equipped with prom-
ising, resilient students to lead the 
daylong conference and guide new 
students into happy, healthy, unam-
biguous college lives. This year is no 
exception.

“The team is really diverse 
and by far the best and brightest of 
Georgia State,” said Kyle Stapleton, 
a graduate assistant in the program’s 
office.

Incept is offered at various 
dates through the months of April, 
June and July, as well as December 
for those beginning in fall semester. 
Inceptors receive more than 100 
hours of training during spring se-
mester in preparation for the key 
role they play at Incept orientation. 
Although inceptors retain orienta-
tion as their main duty, the Incep-
tors work together in many events, 
including Panther Welcome, Fresh-
man Convocation and GSU’s Fam-
ily Weekend. Seventeen new mem-
bers were chosen out of the more 

than 100 who applied, to serve the 
January to December calendar year 
term. This year, nine women and 
eight men round out the troupe.

The 2011 Inceptors members 
are as follows: Taylor Armagost 
(freshman, undecided), Jordan 
Bradley (freshman, undecided), 
Chandler Caudelle ( junior, exercise 
science), Katrina Collins (freshman, 
marketing), Danielle Daoust (soph-
omore, art), Rion Fields (freshman, 
marketing), Jesse Glaze (fresh-
man, actuarial science), Amy Gregg 
(freshman, psychology), Marcus 
Kernizan (sophomore, public poli-
cy), Brionte McCorkle (sophomore, 
business administration), Courtney 
McDonald ( junior, journalism), 
Tracy Osborne (freshman, biol-
ogy [pre-med]), Brandon Savransky 
(freshman, exercise science), James 
Scharnikow (sophomore, biology), 
Cree Sheppard (freshman, exercise 
science), Rashawn Simmons (fresh-
man, graphic design), and Shan Xue 
(freshman, biology).

Recruitment for Inceptors 
starts in fall semester, in early Sep-
tember. The process begins with 
information sessions, and the bond-
ing starts right from the beginning, 
with a special activity night for ap-
plicants called Group Night. 

However, it is not all fun and 
games. The selection process is rig-
orous, despite the 2.5 minimum GPA 
requirement. Soon after application, 
small group interviews begin, with 
the first round of cuts to follow. Out 
of the small group interviews come 
individual interviews and the sec-
ond round of cuts. There is then an 
in-field day, during which Inceptor 
hopefuls shadow the current Incept 
team at a conference.

“It is a day in the life, a more 
natural environment,” Stapleton 
said. The final cut of the Inceptors 
is chosen here.

Although the process is some-
what meticulous and takes a good 
amount of commitment, regular 
students with good attitudes, strong 
leadership skills, discipline and 
community/social strengthening 
abilities are encouraged to apply. Af-
ter all, the 2011 Inceptors were once 
normal students, too, until they de-
cided to take the jump into learning 
life leadership skills that will impact 
them and those around them long 
after college.

For more information on the 
new Inceptors or how to become 
one, contact Amanda Antara, the 
Coordinator for New Student Ori-
entation, at (404) 413-1575.

JUDY KIM | SIGNAL
Kyle Stapleton shoots photographs of the new inceptors to collect stock photos for their program.

New round of students join 2011 Incept team
By CHELSIE ROHLEN
Staff Writer

is painted is now owned by Georgia 
State. Bill Fleming and the geosci-
ences and history department are 
making efforts to raise awareness 
about this piece of social art. 

“Hopefully the university will 
appreciate its duty as the curator 
of this artistic signifier of our city’s 
heritage and take measures to pre-

serve or, if the building is to be de-
molished, provide for its re-creation 
at another suitable site,” Fleming 
said.

This piece of artwork encom-
passes an important piece of Atlan-
ta’s identity and history.

“The mural stands today as 
a vibrant and as a meaningful ac-
knowledgement of Atlanta’s role in 
the civil rights movement as when 
it was ‘unveiled’ a generation ago,” 

Fleming said. 
Fleming, along with fellow 

Georgia State professors Cliff Kuhn 
and Katherine Hankins, are work-
ing together to preserve the com-
position’s historical value.  They are 
encouraging students to become 
involved in generating attention to-
wards the piece.  

For more information on the 
mural, contact Bill Fleming at wf-
lemming@gsu.edu.

>> MURAL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17
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Campus Events

Want to see your event in this space? Contact Angel White 
at signalliving@gmail.com with your event’s name, time, 
date, location and a brief description of the event. All events 
listed in the Campus Events calendar must either take place 
on campus or be produced by a Georgia State-affiliated 
organization.

TUESDAY, FEB. 22

Lessons From Presidential Leadership
Ever wonder what you can learn from politicians about leadership? In 
this session, we will share key leadership lessons from Washington to 
Obama. 
Student Center Lucerne Suite  // 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

PULSE! Rhythm and Rhyme
Join Spotlight and Campus Events for a night of spoken word and 
music. Featuring a musical performance from Nelly’s Echo and spoken 
word artists Shanelle Gabriel, Colin Gilbert and student spoken word 
group, Conscious Collective. Refreshments and desserts to be served.
Student Center Ballroom // 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 23

Novelist Randal Kenan
GSU’s Creative Writing Program and the Department of English are 
bringing Randall Kenan to the Troy Moore Library. Kenan is the author 
of the novel A Visitation of Spirits, the story collection Let the Dead 
Bury Their Dead, and the nonfiction work Walking on Water: Black 
American Lives at the Turn of the Twenty-First Century.
General Classroom Room 939 (Troy Moore Library) // 4:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 24

Conversations for Success with Attorney Jocelyn 
Fleming
Students will have the opportunity to personally engage in a discussion 
with GSU Sociology alumni Jocelyn Fleming. She is an attorney and 
partner at the law firm of Ford & Harrison.
General Classroom Building Room 1081 // 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Keynote Speaker at fourth Annual Southeast German 
Studies Workshop: Dr. Sabine Hak
As keynote speaker for the Fourth Annual Southeast German Studies 
Workshop, Dr. Sabine Hake, Texas Chair of German Literature and 
Culture at the University of Texas-Austin and a leading scholar in 
German Cinema and Culture, will talk on the topic “Postfascism and 
Democratic Subjectivity: On West German Films of the 1950s.”
Rialto Center // 3:00 p.m. –  5:00 p.m.

Atlanta Forum of Anthropology 
Michelle Parsons, from Emory University, will be presenting her 
research as part of the AFA Spring 2011 event. Her talk is entitled 
“Death and Freedom in Post-Soviet Russia: An Ethnography of a 
Mortality Crisis.”
General Classroom Room 718 // 6:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 25

Distinguished Lecture Series: Dr. Jason Anthony 
Research on the Challenges of Acquiring Language and Literacy
Distinguished Lecture Series presents Dr. Jason Anthony, University of
Texas, on Friday, February 25, 2011 in room 1199 of the Urban Life
Building at 10:00 am.  A reception will follow the presentation.
Urban Life Building Room 1199 // 10:00 a.m. 

SATURDAY, FEB 26

College Night at the High Museum
Campus Events is providing FREE shuttles from the Student Center 
and the Commons to and from the High Museum. Shuttles begin at 
6:15 p.m. The last shuttle leaves the museum at 12:15 a.m. For more 
information, visit www.gsu.edu/studentevents.
High Museum of Art // 7:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m. // $5 advance tickets 
for students with ID 

Panther Prowl was held Friday, 
Feb. 18 in the Student Center took a 
stroll down to Louisiana during its 
Riverboat Casino themed event. they 
started off the night with their do-it-
yourself homes for your own hermit 
crabs or fish. Most seemed eager to 
try this as they waited patiently in a 
line that traveled across the Student 
Center.

When asked why she chose a 
fish over a hermit crab Chelsea Dun-
can said, “I always wanted a fish so 
I can take care of it because I don’t 
know how to take care of a hermit 
crab.” For those interested in know-
ing what their futures held could see 

a palm or a tarot card reader then 
head over to the ballroom for the ca-
sino games. Tables were full as stu-
dents and guests tested their luck at 
Blackjack, Craps, Roulette and sev-
eral others. At the end of the night, 
if they were pleased with their win-
nings, they could cash out or keep 
playing.

The food selection allowed at-
tendees to choose from a delectable 
fruit or pastry platter served with 
punch. Although this line was not a 
short one either, they had more than 
enough for anybody who wanted 
to sample.. It certainly would not 
be right to get a taste of Louisiana 
without a Zydeco band sharing their 
music that stems from more unique 
sources such as a washboard, a vest 

frottoir or a fiddle.
The film The Princess and the 

Frog has its own roots in Louisiana 
and was shown during the event. 
To conclude the night, there was a 
highly acclaimed hypnotist whom 
the crowd enjoyed due to his ability 
to make students perform interesting 
acts such as impersonating animals 
and acting out any scenario he gave 
them.

Panther Prowl Director Javier 
McIntosh says this theme had never 
been done before at Georgia State 
and that’s why they had it coincide 
with GSU Night at the Aquarium. It 
was a huge success when they pre-
viously held two events on the same 
night and they hoped to continue 
that the success in the future. 

JOHDI-ANN WILLIAMS | SIGNAL
The Panther Prowl theme and title was Riverboat Casino.

Panther Prowl takes off, Louisiana style
By JOHDI-ANN WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

The Alliance Francaise d’Atlanta 
presented a film screening and dia-
logue with Khadija-Al-Salami, Ye-
men’s first female filmmaker, at the 
organization’s center in Atlanta.

Al-Salami, who serves as the 
press counselor and director of the 
Communication and Cultural  Center 
at the Embassy of Yemen in Paris, is 
fighting for women’s rights through 
powerful documentaries that shed 
light on the plight of women in Ye-
men.

“In our culture, women are not 
allowed to express themselves freely, 
not even about daily life,” she said.

Her latest film, A Stranger in Her 
Own City, is a 30-minute piece that 
follows the daily life of a 13-year-old 
Yemeni girl named Najima. 

When asked why she doesn’t 
wear the veil Najimia answered, “I 

want to be happy and breathe fresh 
air.”

Al-Salami captures a young girl 
filled with spunk and joy and the 
people she encounters can’t help but 
be intrigued by her. 

“I found Najima by accident,” 
the filmmaker said. “She fascinated 
me and reminded me of myself at 
that age.”

At eleven years old, Al-Salami 
was forced into an arranged marriage 
and she later demanded a divorce. At 
14, she started working at a local TV 
station and studied for a month at 
Cambridge.

Although she never forgot her 
country that she believes is “moving 
in the right direction but still has a 
long way to go.”

The second film shown Amina 
was miraculously filmed inside a Ye-
men prison. It tells the story of the 
young girl who allegedly killed her 
husband whom she was forced to 

marry as a minor.
The film documents many of 

the women prisoners whose crimes 
range from running away from home 
as a child to being alone without a 
male companion.

It is these stories that Al-Salami 
wants the world to hear.

“I can’t change things in Ye-
men myself, but I can force people to 
think about these issues and come up 
with solutions,” Al-Salami said.

Amina is filmed alongside her 
two-year-old son and lives everyday 
thinking it’s going to be her last.

“I’m only at peace on the week-
ends because they don’t execute 
then,” Amina said.

During a brief Q&A session, Al-
Salami shares her love and hope for 
Yemeni women, “Education started 
only 40 years ago, so I think Yemen 
still has a long way to go. But I think 
what happened in Egypt is a testa-
ment to what can happen anywhere.”

Yemeni filmmaker uncovers women’s struggles
By ANNABELLA JEAN-LAURENT
Staff Writer
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Student Center
Golden Key 

Conference Room
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Student Media 

CALLING ALL WRITERS AND ARTISTS: Want To Be Published?
“Underground,” Georgia Stateʼs new undergraduate literary journal, is 
seeking submissions for its Spring 2011 issue. To be considered, writers 
and artists must be current GSU undergraduate students in good standing. 
The journal will emphasize quality, and it will 
primarily include short stories, poetry and art. 
However, all types of creative works are being 
considered.

All work must be previously unpublished.
Submission Deadline: Friday, February 25
For submission guidelines and other information, 
visit www.facebook.com/UndergroundGSU. 
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Leadership Development

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
www2.gsu.edu/leadership

Lead Team Applications Available
Submission Deadline: March 7

For more information and an application, visit 
www2.gsu.edu/~wwwldr/leadTeam.htm

Leading for Change: 
Making a Difference in a Diverse World

Wednesday, March 9, Noon
Student Center, Lucerne Suite

What does it mean to be a leader? Can anyone be a leader? 
This overview session will introduce you to a new way 

of thinking about leadership and the role that you can play 
in making a positive change in the world.

Women and Leadership: 
Do Women Lead Differently?

Tuesday, March 15, 11 a.m.
Student Center, Lucerne Suite

Do women and men lead in different ways? Is it sexist to say 
women cannot lead in the same way as men? In this session, 

we will explore research on womenʼs leadership styles.

True Colors: Discover Your Leadership Style
Thursday, March 17, 1 p.m.

Student Center, Lucerne Suite
This is not your typical personality assessment! True Colors 

analyzes the interactions between differing personalities 
to help you understand yourself and others. Come take the 

True Colors test to learn about your own personality style and 
how to interact effectively with the other leadership styles.

Leadership Takeout Conference
Friday, April 1, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Student Center
Are you ready to take over the leadership role in your 

student organization? Not sure? This conference offers 
workshops in meeting management, goal setting, budgeting 

and event planning — the basics for any student leader.

COURTYARD SERIES
Courtyard Stage, Student Center, First Floor

Liza Day, Acoustic
Tuesday, March 8, 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Mike E. Winfield, Comedian
Thursday, March 10, 12:30-1:30 p.m.

An Evening of Music in the Courtyard:
Featuring Scratch Track and Jared Mahone

Tuesday, March 15, 7-9 p.m.

David Baldacci.jpg
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SPOTLIGHT PROGRAMS BOARD
www.gsu.edu/spotlight

2011-12 Committee Director Applications
Now Available!

Spotlight Committee Director applications for 2011-12 
are now available in 380 Student Center. 

They are due Friday, February 25, by 5:15 pm.

Amateur Night 2011
Thursday, March 17, 7 p.m.

Student Center Ballroom
Come spend St. Patrickʼs Day with Spotlight as we 

host our annual Amateur Night, which showcases the 
talents of your peers! Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

For more information, call Spotlight at 404/413-1610.

Spotlight 
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Campus Events

CAMPUS EVENTS
Distinguished Speaker Series

www.gsu.edu/studentevents

David Baldacci
Best-Selling Author and 

Literacy Advocate
Wednesday, March 23, 3 p.m.

Student Center Ballroom

http://www.gsu.edu/cinefest xcinefest movie times

Georgia State University uLearnGeorgia State University uLearn FacebookFacebook TwitterTwitter

Cinefest Film Theatre

Enter the Void, February 21-27

Monday-Friday: 11 a.m., 2 p.m., 5 p.m., 8 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: Noon, 3 p.m., 6 p.m.

For other upcoming films, visit
www.gsu.edu/cinefest

All shows free for Georgia State University 
students with ID. Guests $3 before 5 p.m. 
and $5 after 5 p.m.
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http://www.gsu.edu/studentcenter
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