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For the past two weeks, students 
seeking afternoon parking at Georgia 
State’s Turner Field Blue Lot have 
had to brave chaotic conditions in 
order to find a spot.  The traffic jams 
have each occurred around 1pm,or 
shortly thereafter, leaving many stu-
dents frustrated.  Parking at the Blue 
Lot, provided by the student trans-
portation fee, according to Georgia 
State’s Auxiliary and Support Ser-
vices website, is “on a first come, first 
served basis” and is available to stu-
dents from 7am until 11pm on non-
game days.

Brittany Peterson, a Psychol-
ogy major at Georgia State, says she’s 
missed several classes simply waiting 
on the shuttle to take her to the Gen-
eral Classroom Building from the lot.

 “There just aren’t enough [shut-
tles] and they don’t run often enough, 
especially on a day like today,” she 
told me, as icy raindrops fell in the 
Blue Lot. 

“The only way to get a parking 
space is to wait on the shuttle to drop 
students off, wait to see where they 
parked, and hurry and grab that spot 
as they leave,” said Victoria Lang, a 
Georgia State Student.  Several other 
students, expressed similar concerns, 
but also mentioned the lack of a Po-
lice presence in the area.

“I’ve only ever seen one officer 
out here, but never patrolling, just 
kind of in the back there,” said Tanika 
Spain, a Respiratory Therapy Major, 
as she gathered her things to wait for 
the shuttle.

Ms. Lang also stated that both 
times that she was involved in the 
chaos, there were no officers direct-
ing traffic, and only one Georgia State 
police officer was visible during her 
35-minute search for parking.  “I 
don’t know if any other officers were 
present, but I just saw the one,” she 
said by phone.

Despite the need for more park-
ing spaces, on Feb. 2, an entire row of 
spaces was labeled off-limits to Geor-
gia State Students, and violators were 
warned of $40 citations for parking 

Students frustrated 
with crowded buses, 
parking shortage
By BENJAMIN BURTON JR.
and CRYSTAL COLEY
Staff Writers

violations. Though no accidents have 
been reported as a result of the con-
tinuing disorganization, Ms. Lang 
believes it’s only a matter of time says 
Lang.

“With nobody out there direct-

ing traffic, something’s going to hap-
pen.   Even if it is just a fender bend-
er.”

Auxiliary and Support Services 
had not responded to emails seeking 
comment at the time of this writing.

However, parking is not the only 
complaint that students have about 
the operations under Auxiliary and 
Support Services.  
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Students board the Panther Express to go to the Commons.

SEE PARKING, PAGE 5

University System of Georgia 
institutions like Georgia State and 
Georgia Tech are constructing their 
own proposals aimed at solving the 
fiscal issues currently surrounding 
the HOPE Scholarship Program. 

Georgia State’s HOPE proposal 

According to the proposal re-
leased by the Georgia State Student 
Government Association, students 
would be responsible for their first 
thirty credit hours through a de-
ferred student loan. HOPE would 
repay the loan after the 30 hours if 
the student holds a 3.0 GPA and if the 
student graduates from a HOPE eli-
gible institution within six years with 
a minimum 3.0 GPA.

However, if a student failed to 
meet the above criteria, the student 
would have to repay the loan back in 

full.  
James Dutton, Georgia State 

SGA president, says that the chang-
es the SGA have proposed will not 
change HOPE for students who 
maintain a 3.0 GPA. 

“It’s…the students who have a 
3.0 through high school and have one 
all through college who are the peo-
ple that HOPE scholarship is actually 
targeting,” he said. 

According to the proposal, the 
changes will “help to eliminate the 
fiscal impact of high school grade 
inflation” and offer an “incentive for 
student retention, progression, and 
graduation.”

“This fixes the high school 
grade inflation because you have to 
have a college GPA before the state 
starts paying for you and increases 
the graduation rate,” Dutton said. 

Dutton says changes to the 
HOPE scholarship are necessary.

“There are three major prob-
lems with HOPE right now: the de-

creased lottery revenue, coupled 
with the increased tuition and the 
increase number of students eligible 
to get on the scholarship, and high 
school grade inflation which is actu-
ally a massive problem,” he said. “Fif-
ty-seven percent of Georgia students 
[that] start with a free ride to college, 
don’t finish.” 

One plan offered by legislatures 
was to raise the GPA requirement 
from a 3.0 to a 3.5. Dutton says raising 
the GPA requirement to a 3.5 “will 
decimate our student population 
and at the same time exacerbate the 
problem of grade inflation.” 

Dutton says the association’s 
proposal will also raise the academic 
level of Georgia colleges and univer-
sities by turning out students with 
higher GPAs who are more prepared 
for the workforce. 

“They’re graduating with a 
3.0, which makes them more pre-

Students propose solutions for HOPE
By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor

SEE HOPE PROPOSAL, PAGE 5

The Classroom South Addi-
tion Project, which will add ap-
proximately 25,000 gross square 
feet, including computer labs, 16 
state-of-the-art classrooms and 

700 to 750 class seats to Classroom 
South, is on track for its estimated 
completion date in late June, ac-
cording to Construction Project 
Manager for Facilities Design and 
Construction Suzan Talley.
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Classroom South is being expanded to provide the campus with 
more classroom space.

By KIRKLAND CARTER
Sports Editor

Classroom South being expanded

SEE CONSTRUCTION, PAGE 3
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After receiving approval from 
the University Senate, Georgia State 
President Mark Becker unveiled the 
university’s new strategic plan to 
an audience of students, faculty and 
staff on Jan. 31. 

Becker emphasized that the 
plan will be a roadmap for the uni-
versity as it enters its second century 
of existence. 

Becker outlined the five broad 
goals of the plan. The first relates to 
increasing graduation rates and stu-
dent achievement levels for under-
graduate students. The initiatives 
to meet this goal include increasing 
available scholarships and establish-
ing a student success center that will 
strengthen student academic suc-
cess. 

The second goal focuses on in-
creasing and strengthening graduate 
and professional programs at Georgia 
State by expanding support for the 
doctoral programs. 

Another goal relates to increas-
ing the research aspect of the uni-
versity by creating interdisciplin-
ary teams to tackle various research 
problems. The plan also calls for 
increasing the university’s contribu-
tion in medicine and the sciences. 

The fourth goal entails the chal-
lenges of the cities and how to solve 
various problems of the city. Becker 

called this goal unique since Georgia 
State is an urban university and no 
other university in Georgia can have 
this goal.

The last goal focuses on making 
Georgia State a more global universi-
ty by creating stronger international 
ties. One way the university plans to 
do this is by increasing the number of 
students who study abroad. 

The plan is intended to go for 
ten years, but Pamela Barr, co-chair 
of the Strategic Planning Committee, 
expects progress to be made in some 
areas, including study abroad, within 
the next eighteen months. 

The next steps will be to pri-
oritize the goals and initiatives. The 
committee intends to convene fac-
ulty on retreats to discuss the vari-
ous issues and priorities related to 
the implementation of the plan. The 
administration is also working on a 
capital plan to determine what struc-
tural additions are required. 

Many of the initiatives in the 
plan require a large budget. Becker 
stressed the need for another capi-
tal campaign and fundraising. Vari-
ous members of the Georgia State 
community will be approached to 
contribute for the initiatives and at-
tempts will be made to reach out to 
external constituents as well. There 
is currently no mention of an in-
crease in student fees to raise money. 

Becker admitted that the cur-
rent economy will make it difficult 

to raise enough money required for 
the program, but did not see this as a 
roadblock to start work.

“The future is coming we are go-
ing to have another ten years. We are 
ready to go into the future even if we 
must start slowly,” he said.  

The development of the plan 
took a year. The committee began by 
researching and touring other uni-
versities to learn from their strategic 
plans. The committee made an effort 
to be as transparent as possible dur-
ing this process and asked for stu-
dents, faculty, staff and stakeholders 
to participate in various forums. The 
final draft of the plan was completed 
in December. It was then presented 
to various committees of the Univer-
sity Senate and was approved Jan. 27. 

“I am optimistic that as a result 
of this plan, Georgia State will be a 
stronger university than ever before,” 
Barr said. 

Student Government President 
James Dutton was also a part of the 
plan’s construction. In the commit-
tee meetings, Dutton insisted on fo-
cusing on strengthening the under-
graduate program. Initiatives related 
to goal number one, like the creation 
of the Student Success Center, were 
ideas presented by Dutton. 

“I am excited about the future. 
We are light years ahead of where we 
were five years ago. We are becoming 
a premier institute,” he said.  

President Becker gives strategic plan for next decade

MEG BUSCEMA | UNIVERSITY RELATIONS
President Becker presents Georgia State’s new strategic plan to the 
Georgia State community.

By MISHALL REHMAN
Associate News Editor

Georgia State University’s Stu-
dent Government Association is 
taking applications for this year’s 
Mid-Year Fee Allocation to provide 
funds for chartered student organi-
zations affiliated with the school.

SGA started accepting applica-
tions Jan. 24. Applications must be 
submitted to the SGA office in Uni-
versity Center suite 400 by Feb. 25 
at 5 p.m. Late applications will not 
be considered.

Funds for the Mid-Year Fee Al-
location come from the student ac-
tivity fees surplus left over from the 
previous semester.

The student activity fee for fall 
2010 was $646, according to the 
Georgia State website. All students 
pay this mandatory fee to cover dif-
ferent expenses such as the Student 
Center facility, recreation, technol-
ogy and library fees. After fees are 
paid, the remaining money is put 
into the Mid-Year funds.

With an increased enrollment 
of more than 30,000 students this 
fall, the Student Activity Fee Com-

mittee assigned the SGA to allocate 
$125,000 to chartered student orga-
nizations, according to SGA presi-
dent James Dutton.

Application processing should 
be completed after spring break, he 
said. Student organizations will be 
able to use the funds after alloca-
tion.

Elise Laplante, SGA execu-
tive vice president, also said that 
if there is a situation that restricts 
a chartered student organization 
from their event and funding is 
needed, after reviewing the ap-
plication, SGA could allocate the 
funds sooner.

“[These funds are] something 
that is not always guaranteed,” Dut-
ton said, adding that it varies from 
year to year.

The Mid-Year Funds cannot 
be allocated to all chartered organi-
zations because there isn’t enough 
money to go around, Laplante said. 
But SGA wants the money to be put 
to good use.

Dutton added that since the 
funds originally came from the 

SGA allocating funds for 
student organizations
By EMILY YANG
Staff Writer

SEE SGA, PAGE 3

Seventy students gathered to 
attend the first official Georgia State 
Student Alumni Association meeting 
last Tuesday. These students are the 
founding board members of an orga-
nization that will establish university 
traditions, encourage student cama-
raderie and build alumni-student re-
lationships.

“GSU is in a transitional time 
right now-we have a new football 
team-this presents a lot of opportuni-

ty to build school spirit and bring the 
alumni back,” said Student Relations 
Coordinator Jasmine Stewart. With 5 
years of experience running a SAA at 
University of Texas-Arlington, Stew-
art arrived last October to create a 
Georgia State SAA and begin the pro-
cess of recruiting interested students.

Interviews began in December 
with a cohort of 70 students selected 
from 170 applicants. Typically, Stew-
art said, SAA groups can be as small 
as 40 or as larger as 9,000 students. 
With 33,000 students enrolled at 
Georgia State, SAA has the potential 

to grow into the thousands.
Previous attempts to build an 

SAA at Georgia State ran into diffi-
culties. According to Stewart, making 
the organization successful had to 
become a true priority. 

“The university was waiting for 
the right time,” she said. The creation 
of her role at Georgia State enabled 
someone to be dedicated solely to 
running the organization and easing 
the burden on other staff members.

 “We aren’t going to sit around 

SUCHI SAJJA | SIGNAL
The Student Alumni Association held its first meeting at the Gordon Biersch Brewery in Midtown.

Founding members of the Student Alumni 
Association conduct first meeting
By IRIS EBEN
Staff Writer

SEE STUDENT ALUMNI, PAGE 3
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JANUARY 25, 2011

STUDENT RECREATION CENTER: A report was filed for theft. 
The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 9:30 
a.m., he noticed various items were missing from his locker. The 
case is being handled by Investigations.

TURNER FIELD PARKING LOT: A report was filed for motor 
vehicle theft. The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated 
that at 8:00 p.m., she noticed her vehicle was missing. The case 
is being handled by Investigations.

UNIVERSITY LOFTS: A report was filed for theft. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 11:06 p.m., 
she noticed an envelope containing cash was missing. The case 
is being handled by Investigations. 

JANUARY 26, 2011

PIEDMONT NORTH: A report was filed for theft and theft of 
identity. The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that 
on Oct. 15, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. she noticed her wallet, containing 
her birth certificate and Social Security card, was missing. On 
Jan. 25, she was advised that someone had filed income tax 
using her Social Security number. The case is being handled by 
Investigations.

MAIN CAMPUS: A report was filed for harassing phone calls. 
The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that on 
Sept. 26, 2008, she began receiving harassing phone calls 
from another GSU student. The case is being handled by 
Investigations.

TURNER FIELD PARKING LOT: A report was filed for duty 
upon striking an unattended vehicle. The complainant, a 
Georgia State student, stated that at 4:02 p.m., she noticed 
her vehicle was damaged. The case is being handled by 
Investigations. 

JANUARY 27, 2011

GENERAL CLASSROOM BUILDING: A report was filed for 
battery. The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that 
at 2:47 p.m., she felt a strike on her left shoulder and when she 
turned around, an unknown female began to verbally threaten 
her. The case is being handled by Investigations. 

ONE PARK TOWER: A report was filed for harassment. The 
complainant, a Georgia State faculty member, stated that 
at 2:44 p.m., a former Georgia State student who has been 
harassing her came to her office. He was issued a criminal 
trespass warrant and was escorted off campus without 
incident.

UNIVERSITY COMMONS: A report was filed for vandalism. The 
complainant, a Georgia State staff member, stated that at 5:00 
p.m., she noticed two community rooms were vandalized. The 
case is being handled by Investigations. 

JANUARY 28, 2011

LAW LIBRARY: Officers arrested a Georgia State student for 
obstruction of police. At 10:13 a.m., officers were advised of an 
individual in the library who fit the description of a “be on the 
lookout” notice  and when officers attempted to make contact, 
the individual ran from the area. After a brief foot chase, 
officers apprehended the suspect. He was issued a criminal 
trespass warrant and was arrested, processed and transported 
to Fulton County Jail. 

STUDENT CENTER: A report was filed for theft. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 11:25 a.m., 
he noticed his laptop computer was missing. The case is being 
handled by Investigations. 

Like the Aderhold Building or 
the General Classroom Building, the 
classrooms will be for general use, 
with no stated goal of accommodat-
ing a specific college or department. 
The interior of the new building was 
designed to provide students and 
faculty with an environment condu-
cive to state-of-the-art teaching and 
learning, Talley said. Students and 
teachers can look forward to new 
audio/visual equipment, computers, 
data cabling, security and telephone 
systems that are consistent with the 
university’s established standards.

The exterior of the building will 
match Classroom South’s punched 
windows and stucco veneer, and the 
addition is designed to accommodate 
future classroom expansion, accord-
ing to www.newsouthconstruction.
com.

Formerly a parking lot, the four-
story building will use some existing 
Classroom South utilities and is be-
ing constructed with both technical 
upgrades and accessibility in mind.

“This building will serve as an 
addition and expansion to the exist-
ing classroom structure, taking ad-
vantage, where feasible, of existing 
utilities and mechanical infrastruc-
ture, elevators, entrances, corridors 
and stairwells,” Talley said.

Just as Classroom South and 
the library are attached with conve-
nience in mind, the Classroom South 
Addition Project has a similar goal.

“Transition from one building 
to the other will be relatively seam-
less,” Talley said. “The addition has a 
clear ground floor to access the exist-
ing parking lot, pedestrian paths and 

>> CONSTRUCTION
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

student fees, SGA wants to make sure 
that the money is going to programs 
and not just to a party.

“We can’t just give out the mon-
ey,” Laplante said.

In order to allocate funds, SGA 
will see if applications follow the 
guidelines established by the SAFC 
and if applications are aligned to the 
strategic plan.

According to Dutton, SGA hopes 

to give out more to internationally-
focused chartered student organiza-
tions, but they will also be looking at 
other organizations that need fund-
ing for programs.

This funding will also help new 
chartered student organizations ad-
mitted this past fall.

SGA will allocate funds based on 
the request from chartered student 
organizations, Laplante said. She also 
said that there is no cap on the num-
ber of organizations that can apply.

Just because a chartered stu-

dent organization applies, it does not 
guarantee that they are going to get 
the funds, Dutton said. He also added 
that “we are going to give it all out.”

“We want people to apply,” 
Laplante said. 

If chartered student organiza-
tions are unable to get funds for their 
programs, Laplante said “We’ll try to 
send them to another direction.”

The applications are on the SGA 
website: www.gsu.edu/sga.

>> SGA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

talking about what we wish we could 
see, we are going to put into action 
what we want to see,” she said. Mem-
bers can look forward to participat-
ing in community service projects, 
road trips and spirit days. “If we can 
have 1,000 students come to an event 
we would love that,” she added. 

The association will be a way to 
build student camaraderie. “In my 
student focus groups, students said 
that [Georgia State] is a very diverse 
university, but individual groups that 
are part of the university aren’t di-
verse-There isn’t comingling,” Stew-
art said. SAA will bring students from 
varying ethnic, class, interest and so-
cial backgrounds. Members can meet 
people they may not normally meet. 

Perhaps the greatest benefits 
SAA members will enjoy are the net-

working opportunities. University 
alumni received notification about 
the new SAA in their alumni e-news-
letters. Many alumni have already 
volunteered their time in the form of 
mentorships. 

Dinner with 12 Panthers will be 
a reoccurring event where alumni 
will open up their homes and allow 
students to ask questions relevant to 
their profession. 

“Good people bring good peo-
ple,” Stewart said. “We have exposure 
to alumni that students are probably 
not going to have elsewhere… It’s in-
valuable to network. Make a mean-
ingful relationship. Joining profes-
sional organizations that represent 
the industry you are going into. We 
are in a recession. If you know some-
one where you are applying at, you 
are more likely to get to the top of the 
list in a stack of 100 resumes.”

Plans for this semester include 

creating the bylaws and constitution 
for the organization. Members have 
the annual CASE ASAP (Council for 
Advancement and Support of Educa-
tion) conference to look forward to. 
Eight members of SAA will attend 
to join other student alumni associa-
tions, student foundation groups and 
spirit groups to present ideas about 
events, gain leadership training and 
participate in skills retreats.

For students looking to join SAA 
in the future, an open membership 
program will launch this summer. 
Any student, regardless of class or 
GPA, will be able to join. This is to 
encourage broader participation by 
students. 

Stewart hopes that founders of 
this organization can look back 20 
years from now and say “I created 
this group.”

>> STUDENT ALUMNI
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

adjoining Research Support Facility.”
The project, costing an estimat-

ed $3.7 million, should also help ease 
some of the crowding students and 
teachers have felt in recent years.

Junior accounting major, Dean 
Brannon has noticed an increase in 
traffic in Classroom South, but he 
does not feel the construction has 
hindered his learning experience.

“During my class time, Class-
room South is not very congested,” 
Brannon said.

Jenessa Williams, a graduate 
student studying applied linguistics, 
said the construction has had little 
effect on her and that the crowding 
is to be expected, considering the 

school’s rapid growth in recent years.
“This building [and] the people 

here are really low key, and the rush 
hour comes and goes pretty quickly,” 
she said.

Williams said that students 
should be mindful that the university 
and the city of Atlanta are both grow-
ing, and that crowds are part of the 
deal.

Some students and staff may feel 
inconvenienced by the closing of the 
elevator on the lower level of G Deck, 
but Talley said the proximity of the 
elevator to the construction was a 
safety concern and access to the el-
evator will remain closed for the du-
ration of the project.

MIRANDA SAIN | SIGNAL
The Classroom South addition will be used for general classes.
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“The first Tuesday back to class 
when school resumed, there we ap-
proximately 50 people that had to 
walk to class [from Turner Field],” 
said Davyia Mathis, a Georgia State 
sociology major.

Students say that buses are often 
too crowded in evenings. 

“I waited long enough to get 
coffee from Starbucks while waiting 
for the bus to take me from Aderhold 
to Sparks Hall,” said Luis Rodriguez, 
a Georgia State student. 

One student, Luz Diaz, often 
chooses to walk from Aderhold back 
to M Deck after her 8 o’clock class 
because the “buses are normally too 
crowded.” 

“I thought it would just be easier 
to walk,” adds Diaz. 

Diaz says that transportation 
should be provided for students who 
park in the parking decks instead of 
just going to Turner Field and the 
Commons. 

“Usually on Tuesdays after 6:45 
p.m., it gets crazy with the additional 
route that is added to the Aderhold 
Building. I think that the Aderhold 
route should be omitted,” said Ke-
nyatta Rhodes, a Georgia State soph-
omore. “Most evenings, the buses are 
crowded at the General Classroom 
Building, filling the stairways.”

“There should be one bus spe-
cifically for Aderhold during the day 
and night,” added Rhodes.

However, Rhodes said the bus 
drivers provided good service.

“Bus drivers have great cus-
tomer service. One bus driver, a lady, 
drives a different route in consid-
eration of our time for class,” said 
Rhodes.

In all, the Panther Express fleet 
drives six routes including the “Wel-
come Tour.”

With the Panther Express, 
the Auxiliary and Support Services 
strives to reduce traffic congestion 
and enhance pedestrian safety as 
well as reduce vehicular emissions 
to improve the quality of air in the 
downtown area. 

To support the clean air initia-
tive, almost half of the buses are op-
erated by utilizing compressed natu-
ral gas. 

The Auxiliary and Support Ser-
vices failed to make a comment on 
the complaints of students about 
parking and the Panther Express 
routes. 

>> PARKING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

VICTORIA LANG
A car waits for another car to pull 
out to get a space at Turner Field.

pared to go to grad school, law school, and to the 
working world,” he said. “That makes the educa-
tion that we get here more important to people 
because they see a higher quality students.” 

Dutton has been promoting the proposal by 
meeting with legislative bodies around the metro 
area, such as the Fulton Country Commissions 
and Atlanta City Council member. 

Dutton also spoke before the Fulton County 
Caucus of the State Senate and House legislature. 

He says he has met with the Board of Regents 
and Chairman Potts about the proposal. 

Dutton is set to speak before the Georgia 
Lottery board and another educational body at an 
upcoming conference. He is also working in con-
junction with the Fulton County Commissioner 
and the Atlanta City Council to create a website 
called Project Save the HOPE. 

Georgia Tech’s HOPE proposal 

The Student Government Association of 
Georgia Tech, the Georgia Tech College Republi-
cans and the College Democrats at Georgia Tech 
have issued their own proposal to aim in solving 
some of HOPE’s fiscal problems.

The proposal says, “To meet the original 
intent of the merit scholarship, students who 
deserve HOPE in Georgia should not have to go 
into debt in order to cover the tuition costs. Every 
dime 

matters to some Georgia student with a 
dream for a college education.”

The associations propose to remedy HOPE’s 
budget shortfalls in five ways: generate new rev-
enue, exclude remedial courses, lower Pre-Kin-
dergarten funding, ensure for-profit institutions 
are not included and increase the high school 
GPA requirement while setting an ACT or SAT 
requirement. 

The proposal states that because “the Geor-
gia lottery system is incapable of keeping up with 
rising costs and student enrollment,” lawmakers 
need “to with the Lottery Corporation ensure 
that our State’s appropriations are in line with the 
national average or explore alternative means of 
revenue for the scholarship.”

The associations propose that lawmakers 
should explore the funding possibility of the po-
tential revenue that could be gained from a Sun-
day alcohol sales tax and a lottery-regulated ca-
sino using video lottery terminals.

They estimate that the passing of SB 10 and 
HB 69 would bring in roughly $67 million in sales 
tax revenue from Sunday alcohol sales. 

If passed, the SB 10 and HB 69 would per-
mit local governments to vote on allowing alcohol 
sales in their communities on Sundays. Currently, 
Georgia is one of three states that prohibits the 
sale of alcohol on Sundays. 

The other part of the associations’ proposal 

to increase revenue endorses the proposition of 
developers Dan O’Leary and John Aderhold to 
build a gaming-terminal casino in Underground 
Atlanta. The casino could increase HOPE reve-
nue by 40 percent, according to the proposal, and 
“based off projections by [the] owner of Under-
ground Atlanta, a gaming-terminal casino could 
reap $300 million annually after the completion 
of a hotel and entertainment complex.” 

The associations say that the casino and ad-
ditional hotel and entertainment complex “would 
not only bring jobs and stability to the downtown 
area, but also keep gambling money in the state.” 

The second leg of the proposal says that re-
medial classes taken by HOPE recipients would 
not be covered. 

The proposal explains, “The HOPE schol-
arship is designated for high performing high 
school students to keep them in Georgia colleges 
and universities. It is incredibly difficult to justify 
that a student is qualified to receive a merit based 
scholarship if he or she is not adequately prepared 
for college. Therefore, we propose to exclude all 
remedial courses from the HOPE scholarship.”

The third leg of the proposal targets funding 
for Pre-K programs: “There is no doubt that pre-
paring children for early success paves the way 
for a successful K-12 experience. However, if col-
lege students must make concessions, the Pre-K 
program… must make equitable concessions.” 

The fourth leg of the proposal seeks to limit 
funding for for-profit institutions. 

“If the goal of the HOPE scholarship is to 
keep qualified Georgia students in the state, then 
making funds available to schools whose origins 
are out of state is flawed policy,” the proposal says. 
“It would be very difficult to prove that a student 
maintains residence in the state of Georgia when 
a school does not maintain a significant presence 
in the state.”

The last leg of the proposal suggests that 
the high school GPA requirement should be in-
creased and an ACT or SAT score requirement 
should be created. 

In order to receive full tuition from the 
HOPE scholarship, a high school student will be 
required to graduate with a 3.75 GPA and a 1200 
SAT score. In order for HOPE to cover 85 percent 
of tuition, a high school student will be required 
to graduate with a 3.5 GPA and a 1100 SAT score. 
In order for HOPE to cover 80 percent of tuition, 
a high school student will be required to graduate 
with a 3.25 GPA and a 1000 SAT score. 

“Any student who maintains a 3.0 college 
GPA for two semesters is eligible for 100 percent 
tuition funding. This will eliminate some costs for 
first year funding since all students entering col-
lege will not receive 100 percent tuition.”

The proposal also says that grade inflation 
would “not be a concern if [the] GPA is paired 
with a national standardized testing score such as 
the SAT or ACT.”

The associations also say that the “higher 
GPA requirement will incentivize students to 

work harder to receive the HOPE scholarship.”
“Not every student can be a recipient of this 

scholarship, and with increasing competition and 
enrollment rates, a higher standard of achieve-
ment is appropriate to receive the scholarship,” 
the associations’ proposal says. 

The proposal concludes by warning against 
raising the GPA across the board.

“Such a change would not incentivize stu-
dents to study less rigorous programs in order to 
ensure that they can continue to afford college. 
Now more than ever, it is imperative that Geor-
gia students are encouraged and supported in the 
study of rigorous fields like the sciences, engi-
neering, and mathematics,” the proposal says. 

Georgia State on Georgia Tech’s proposal

Georgia State Student Government members 
expressed doubt about the validity of Georgia 
Tech’s HOPE scholarship proposal. 

“It’s going to exclude the people that HOPE 
was originally geared for,” said Executive Vice 
President Elise Laplante. 

“[Under Tech’s plan], I wouldn’t have been 
able to go to college,” she added. 

Laplante also said the Georgia Tech proposal 
does not address the lacking graduation rate. 

 “The plan that we put forth would actually 
hold students accountable for the types of grades 
that they make,” Laplante said. “It’s encouraging 
students to not only hold their grades up high, but 
to graduate.”

“We want the value of a Georgia education to 
mean something,” said Allison Renyi, Chief Jus-
tice of the Student Judicial Board. 

Larry Heath, Vice President of Academic Af-
fairs, said Georgia Tech’s plan does not take into 
account the varying degree of education quality 
in Georgia. 

“The quality of education varies from county 
to county,” he said.  

Dutton noted another potential limitation of 
the Georgia Tech proposal: “If you have a 1200 [on 
the SAT] and a 3.75 out of high school, you’re get-
ting another scholarship.” 

“You’re getting an academic scholarship,” 
added a board member. 

However, Dutton also acknowledged the 
negative impacts of grade inflation on the univer-
sity system.

According to Dutton, 25 percent of incoming 
freshman with HOPE have to “take learning sup-
port classes.”

However, the Georgia State Student Govern-
ment Association realizes that their proposal is 
not perfect and is open to revisions.

“It really does take this kind of contested dis-
course to make a good policy,” Heath said. 

“Our proposal still leaves a lot of wiggle 
room,” Dutton said. “I am under no illusion that 
our plan is going to be voted on, but we should 
be aware that something a little bit different will 
come out of the gold dome.” 

>> HOPE PROPOSAL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

TIMOTHY DARNELL
Georgia State Student Government President James Dutton presents the HOPE proposal to Fulton County legislatures. 
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FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

A “new day” for ethics in Georgia?
When David Ralston (R-Blue Ridge) 

succeeded scandal-ridden Glenn Richardson 
as Speaker of the state House, he promised 
an ethical revolution under the Gold Dome. 
Richardson’s downfall came from an atmo-
sphere that encouraged lobbyists to spend 
unchecked thousands on legislators so they 
would do their bidding. Richardson even 
cheated on his wife with an Atlanta Gas Light 
lobbyist when the company was looking to 
install a $300 million pipeline across the state 
and needed legislative approval. Ralston was 
seen as a ray of light who would change that 
atmosphere.

Worryingly, ethical changes during 
his reign have often been derided, killed 
or neutered by legislators so they don’t do 
much. The only real change is that now, lob-
byists must disclose their spending every two 
weeks during the legislative session. Unlike 
journalists, who are often bound by their em-
ployer’s ethical guidelines to refuse anything 
worth more than $20, legislative lobbyists 
can do and spend whatever they like with 
nothing but the two-week disclosures to pos-
sibly stop them.

Guess who is atop the most recent list 
of top lobbyist gift receivers? David Ralston 
himself. He received $2,747 in gifts during 
January. In November, he also took a trip 
costing $17,000, paid for by lobbyists, to 
Germany and the Netherlands. The lobbyists 
are interested in a high-speed train between 
Atlanta and Chattanooga, so they wanted 
to show Ralston—who brought his family 
because, as he explained, it was Thanksgiv-
ing break—how high-speed trains operated in 
Europe. But was that entirely necessary?

Lobbyists often give legislators gifts like 
tickets to sporting events or concerts, expen-

sive dinners at Atlanta’s best restaurants, and, 
in one specific case the AJC mentioned, a $30 
cell phone charger. On the surface, these may 
seem innocuous, but these costs add up, and 
these legislators will fondly remember when, 
say, a Georgia Power lobbyist gave them 
prime Hawks tickets so they would happily 
agree to their next power rate increase. 

What if lobbyists whose interests do not 
match with those of college students start 
endlessly wining and dining key lawmak-
ers so they will vote against our interests? 
Can thousands of dollars spent on frivolities 
match up to the voices of their constituents? 
Precedent seems to suggest otherwise.

What the Gold Dome truly needs is a cap 
on lobbyist spending. $100 should be enough 
to keep lobbyists from unduly influencing 
legislators. Common Cause Georgia suggests 
$100 because their worries are not with the 
meals, but with the bigger luxury items and 
trips lobbyists buy. 

In a related ethical breach, Ralston’s 
son Matt, a UGA student, is interning with 
GeorgiaLink Public Affairs Group, a group 
headed by two very influential lobbyists. Fur-
thermore, the younger Ralston is being paid 
almost $1,000 a month. (The editorial board 
has been led to believe internships are unpaid 
and wonders why he is being paid for this.) 

Ralston should live up to his promises of 
a new day for ethics in Georgia. He should 
push for Common Cause Georgia’s $100 cap 
to be instated and not relent when lobbyist-
loving legislators beg for mercy. This is more 
important than Thrashers tickets or trips to 
hunting lodges. This is for the sake of people 
who cannot afford to give such things, but 
whose voices still matter.

“If a rule is not enforced, then it is no 
rule at all because there is nothing at all 
compelling anyone to follow it. Georgia 
State is willing to ignore what it 
obviously does not view as a problem.”

Chris Shattuck
Opinions Editor

cjsuainc@gmail.com
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Hanging just outside the library 
doors is a thick, noxious could of smoke 
given off as the natural byproduct of 
two nameless smokers. The smoggy, 
ever-present mist lingers, practically 
waiting for the ever-weary non-smoker 
to pass through it. 

At times, the toxic smoke can be so 
thick it’s alarmingly palpable. But are 
you, like me, tired of breathing in the 
noxious remnants of other people’s bad 
choices on campus? 

Indeed, it’s time for Georgia State 
to deal with its smoking problem by 
implementing a smoke-free campus 
policy. 

Why so many people today contin-
ue to smoke today, given our advanced 
understanding of the effects of tobacco 
and cigarettes, eludes me. I mean, it’s 
not 1963 anymore. There’s very little ex-
cuse to start smoking in a world where 
we understand the toxic and tragic side 
effects of tobacco use. 

Cigarette smoke is dangerous 
and no serious authority disputes that. 
According to the CDC, 443,000 people 
alone die each year from the effects 
of tobacco consumption, with almost 
50,000 of those deaths attributed to 
second-hand smoke exposure. 

Indeed, there’s a reason for the 
large, black-and-white labels on the 
front: smoking is the single largest 
cause of preventable death in the 
United States. 

Although the consequences are 
bad enough for the ordinary person, 
they are especially bad for people with 
breathing conditions.

For them, cigarette smoke can be 
especially hazardous, as exposure may 
trigger and exacerbate health problems. 
For an asthmatic, for instance, exposure 
to second-hand smoke may not only 
increase the number of attacks but also 
their severity.

Therefore, from a medical stand-
point, there is no reason why anyone 
should start smoking if they are aware 
of the consequences to both themselves 
and others. Sadly, for whatever reason, 
thousands of people begin smoking 
cigarettes each and every year. 

But, while I may disagree with 
someone’s admittedly poor and life-
endangering behavior, they should have 
every right when choosing to smoke in 
private because that is their personal 
decision. Like all personal decisions, 
what someone does that does not affect 
me is none of my business. I think most 
people agree with this, including smok-
ers. So why is that people tend to forget 

about the lingering effects of second-
hand smoke when they light up?

By choosing to smoke in public, 
smokers take away that very same 
choice not to smoke that was afforded 
to them by non-smokers. 

In effect, when someone decides to 
smoke in a public area, they are infring-
ing on the rights of the vast majority of 
students and faculty who choose not to 
smoke. They are saying that their right 
to smoke is more important than your 
right to choose. However, that should 
not be their choice to make. 

Indeed, living in a smoke-free 
environment should not be a privilege 
that may be taken away or sacrificed 
in smoke, if you will, at the smoker’s 
discretion. 

In this case, the rights of the few 
individuals who smoke end where 
the rights of the majority who do not 
smoke begin.  

If smoking is such a major prob-
lem, why isn’t there any kind of protec-
tion for non-smokers?

Presently, Georgia State limits its 
official no-smoking policy to the inside 
of its buildings and to the outside of all 
doors and entrances at 25 feet away – 
the bare minimum, according to Geor-
gia’s Smokefree Air Act of 2005.  

In theory, this should be just 
enough space to protect both the rights 
of smokers and non-smokers. However, 
when was the last time this was really 
enforced?

Indeed, from all appearances, 
this policy could very well be just 
some clever work of fiction that exists 
in name only based on the way it’s 
enforced.

If a rule is not enforced, then it is 
no rule at all because there is noth-
ing at all compelling anyone to follow 
it. Thus, I am forced to conclude that 
Georgia State is willing to ignore what 
it obviously does not view as a problem. 

Therefore, I propose that Georgia 
State should designate clear and de-
fined smoking areas around campus for 
those students and faculty who choose 
to smoke. 

This solution offers two primary 
benefits compared to the status-quo 
system of non-enforcement. 

First, if there were designated 
smoking areas around campus, non-
smokers could simply avoid those areas 
and smokers could simply go there 
instead. 

Second, enforcement would 

It’s time for a
smoke-free campus

SEE SMOKE-FREE, PAGE 8
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Black History Month still has relevance
Every year since 1976, February 

is used to commemorate and cel-
ebrate the history and achievements 
of African-American people, but like 
anything else in this world, Black 
History Month has its opponents.

While many people believe that 
there should not be a Black History 
Month because they perceive it to 
be exclusive, others believe that it 
should not exist because black his-
tory and achievements should be 
celebrated all year.

Although I’m inclined to agree 
with the latter, having a Black His-
tory Month is beneficial. In a perfect 
world, knowledge of black history 
would be widespread and people 
would celebrate it on a consistent 
basis. Sadly, that is not so and it is 
getting worse. 

From elementary school to high 
school, my lessons on black his-
tory and any other history outside 
of the mainstream were basic. In 
my history books, black history was 
often relegated to a single blurb 
on a book with hundreds of pages. 
Furthermore, it only taught about 
Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, 
Harriet Tubman and a few other 
select people. 

Although I knew that the Civil 
Rights movement and slavery hap-
pened, I did not know the details, 
nor did I know how much people 
suffered to get the rights we take for 
granted. Had it not been for having 
parents who valued education and 
going to college, I would not know 
half of what I know now about black 
history, women’s rights or any other 
minority history. 

That is the reality of countless 
people in this nation. We are not be-
ing taught everything that we should 

“Black History Month gives black 
people a chance to be proud of 
being black in a society that sees 
something wrong with it.”

Ashleigh Atwell
Staff Writer

aatwell3@student.gsu.edu

know. Although some might say that 
parents should help teach their kids 
their history, that may be hard to do 
that if they do not know the infor-
mation themselves. 

Observing Black History Month 
and any other minority history 
month gives people a chance to be 
exposed to knowledge that is usually 
ignored. It also fosters a sense of 
pride. Black History Month gives 
black people a chance to be proud 
of being black in a society that sees 
something wrong with it.

 Black people and other mi-
norities are commonly fed ideas that 
make them think they are inferior 
to mainstream society. We are told 
that everything from our color to our 
hair to the person we choose to love 
is wrong. 

I will admit, from the outside 
looking in, Black History Month 
probably seems exclusive to people 
that are not black. I have heard 
the argument “what if there was a 
white/male history month!” count-
less times. To be blunt, there is no 
need for a white or male history 
month. I can pick up any general 
history book in a school or flip on a 
television and see those groups well-
represented. 

Black History Month’s pur-
pose might become more apparent 
if certain groups have their way. 

Recently, there has been controversy 
over textbooks that contain either 
sugarcoated or incorrect facts. In-
deed, some people are trying to omit 
information to give children a rosy 
picture of the nation’s sordid past.

Conservative members of 
school boards in Texas recently 
voted to include religiously biased 
information in textbooks and alter 
information about the civil rights 
movement, the Enlightenment and 
the internment of Japanese people 
in World War II. 

There are people in this country 
who are intent on making sure that 
people think this country is perfect 
and “post-racial.” Black History 
Month and similar celebrations 
help counter this idea by arming 
people with knowledge, thus spark-
ing debate and action against the 
prejudiced ideas that are rampant in 
this society. 

Carter G. Woodson, the creator 
of Black History Month, once said, 
“If a race has no history, if it has no 
worthwhile tradition, it becomes a 
negligible factor in the thought of 
the world, and it stands in danger of 
being exterminated.” 

The quote could apply to any 
minority. Saying extermination 
might be extreme, but having no 
knowledge or pride for one’s history 
and heritage is just as extreme.

Signing day has a dark side
Each year on the first Wednes-

day of February, college football 
holds its version of Groundhog Day, 
but with school hats instead of a ro-
dent’s shadow. It’s the first day when 
future college football players sign 
their letters of intent in the limelight 
and everyone involved smiles for the 
cameras.

It’s understandable why play-
ers get so excited, because it’s the 
height of their football careers. This 
day and age of advanced media has 
resulted in an exponential increase 
of fan interest in recruiting. For 
instance, USC sent out texts to fans 
whenever they received letters 
from recruits, and Georgia Tech 
held an all-day party for fans where 
coaches alerted them whenever they 
received letters.

Fans should save their un-
abashed euphoria for the rare can’t-
miss prospects. National Signing 
Day has become a phenomenon on 
par with the NFL Draft, but with 
one important caveat: none of these 
players are guaranteed successes. 
Chances are that many fans will 
wind up disappointed in four years 
because most top 50 recruits won’t 
be the program changers they antici-
pated.

“The irony of Signing Day is that 
many of college football’s gridiron 
stars were unheralded on their 
own Signing Days.”

DJ Dunson
Staff Writer

dunsnchecksin@yahoo.com

Someone should tell that to 
George Washington Carver High 
School defensive tackle Gabe 
Wright, who committed to Auburn 
wearing a hat that read “Nick Who?” 
in reference to NFL bound defen-
sive tackle Nick Fairley. His gesture 
has since become a symbol of the 
egocentric displays Signing Day has 
come to represent.

Coaches are evaluated and 
deemed successes or failures by the 
amount of four- and five-star pros-
pects they ultimately sign. For many 
of these athletes, despite what many 
scouts say, it will be last time they’re 
celebrated in college football circles. 
Many will fade into obscurity. Just 
ask LSU fans about Ryan Perril-
loux or West Virginia fans about 
Jason Gwaltney. LSU won a national 
championship with Perrilloux as a 
situational backup. After numerous 

run-ins with the law and more sec-
ond chances than Crash Bandicoot, 
Perrilloux was dismissed from the 
program. Gwaltney shuffled in and 
out of school while Steve Slaton, an 
unheralded recruit from the same 
recruiting class, became a school 
legend.

Five years ago, quarterback 
Mitch Mustain was rated just behind 
Florida’s Tim Tebow and UGA’s 
Matt Stafford. Following his fresh-
man season, Mustain transferred 
from the Arkansas Razorbacks to the 
USC Trojans and eventually ended 
his career in 2010 as the third-string 
quarterback. On Signing Day 2011, 
Mustain was arrested on felony 
charges of attempting to sell pre-
scription drugs online.  

The irony of Signing Day is that 

SEE SIGNING DAY, PAGE 8
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YOUR VOICE • YOUR OPINIONS
What is one issue the Georgia 
Legislature should address?

S T U D E N T 
V O X

“I think they need to address 
school funding because 
it’s difficult to address the 
problems of tomorrow unless 
you start today.”

Brett Evans
Sophomore, Economics

“Tuition rates. I think tuition 
could come down just a tad 
because school is expensive, 
very expensive. That’s 
definitely something they 
should address.”

Robert Taylor
Freshman, Biology

“I think they should not raise 
tuition. We need more kids 
in school and raising tuition 
won’t keep them in it.”

John Cambell
Sophomore, Managerial Sciences

“Immigration has been a big 
deal so far, and I understand 
protecting our borders is 
important. But I think that for 
the people already here, they 
should make some kind of 
allowance.”

A. Clark
Junior, Psychology

“I would like to see the 
Georgia Legislature address 
unemployment in Georgia. I 
have a lot of college friends 
who are looking for jobs and 
having trouble finding one.”

Terrance Clark
Preshman, Pre-nursing

“The homeless population. 
I’ve always thought it would 
be nice if we could take care 
of the people in the city that 
can’t take care of themselves 
for some reason.”

Susan Manfred
Masters, Business

be easy as it would be obvious if 
someone started to smoke in an area 
clearly defined as non-smoking. 

The alternative to this system 
would be to mandate that all smok-
ers must leave the campus to smoke. 
However, this also seems reasonable 
since it would only require a modest 
block or two to walk off-campus.

Either way, it’s time we take 
steps to clean up our campus and 
make it a place where people don’t 
have to cringe and hold their nose 
before they walk outside. 

many of college football’s gridiron 
stars were unheralded on their 
own Signing Days. Boise State, the 
winningest college football program 
since 2000, has never gathered a 
Top 50 recruiting class and Kellen 
Moore, their golden-armed quarter-
back, received offers from Eastern 
Washington and Idaho. 

Signing Day is also a Jekyll 
and Hyde scenario. While National 
Signing Day is meant to give recruits 
certainty in the recruiting process, 
schools still hold leverage because 
they can recruit more players than 
they have scholarships available. It’s 

an unscrupulous process known as 
oversigning. The Big Ten conference 
banned oversigning in 1956, then 
loosened the ban in 2002.

Letters of intent are a binding 
commitment for players but not 
coaches. Schools have the authority 
to delay offering scholarships for a 
year in a process known as grayshirt-
ing. There are numerous stories 
of student-athletes signing letters 
of intent, attending classes and 
moving into dorms only to be told 
there weren’t enough scholarships 
available for that year. LSU did just 
that to Elliot Porter, who is now a 
walk-on and must wait until 2012 to 
get a scholarship.

In many cases, when coaches 

oversign, they simply compensate 
by finding loopholes to free up 
student-athletes from scholarship. 
Nick Saban regularly reels in the top 
recruiting class in the nation, but 
is also renowned for his cutthroat 
process of reallocating scholarships 
by withdrawing them from under-
achieving players.

As much attention as Congress 
pays to the BCS’ illegitimate meth-
ods, the practice of oversigning is 
even more egregious. Signing Day is 
the beginning of the next stage in a 
journey for student-athletes. Howev-
er, signing on the dotted line doesn’t 
always ensure a happy ending.

>> SMOKE-FREE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

>> SIGNING DAY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Check out our polls at 
gsusignal.com!
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Head coach Bill Curry signed 
an unusually small yet talented draft 
class consisting of only nine student-
athletes to Georgia State University 
on National Signing Day. 

In addition to the nine recruits, 
97 of the original 105 members of the 
team, including all of the starters ex-
cept Iain Vance, who is graduating, 
will be returning for the 2011 season. 

Of the nine players, six are high 
school recruits and three are junior 
college transfers. The three transfers 
are all from Georgia Military College 
in Milledgeville, Ga. 

Curry filled the necessary holes 
and added depth by signing three 
defensive backs, two defensive line-
men, one linebacker, one offensive 
lineman, one placekicker and one 
quarterback.

Ben McLane threw for 2,346 
yards and 17 touchdowns his senior 
year and led Brookwood High School 
to Georgia’s class AAAAA state title. 
McLane received high praise from 
Curry.

“When Ben McClane sits down 
with you and starts talking about 
football, you just know you are in the 
presence of somebody that makes 
things happen,” Curry said.

The three signees from GMC in-
clude D’Mario Gunn, Demazio Skel-
ton and Qwontez Mallory. All three 
are expected to have an impact on 
the defensive side of the ball, with 
Gunn and Skelton in the secondary 

and Mallory as a linebacker. 
Curry also signed a third player 

to the secondary, Nick Henderson, 
from Roswell High School. 

“One of the things we lacked 
last year was safeties with size, safe-
ties that are 6 feet, 200 pounds, and 
that’s what we’ve added,” Curry said. 
“In today’s football, safeties have 
to be able to run so they can cover 
the third receiver when the field is 
spread. They also have to be able to 
come down and support the run, by 
taking on lead blockers and making 
tackles.”

Gunn put up four interceptions, 
with eight pass breakups, 33 tackles, 
one forced fumble and one fumble 
recovery in 2010. As a senior in high 
school, Gunn amassed more than 
300 yards receiving with four touch-
downs. 

Skelton, a teammate of Gunn’s 
at GMC, added six interceptions, 45 
tackles, one sack and one blocked 
kick to the Bulldogs 2010 season. 
Skelton, a native of Myrtle Beach, 
S.C., also played wide receiver in high 
school. 

Mallory, also from GMC, added 
33 tackles, two sacks and a forced 
fumble to their 2010 campaign. He 
will add depth and experience to the 
Panthers’ linebacker corps.

“Qwontez Mallory is another 
one of those outstanding players 
from Georgia Military College,” Cur-
ry said. “Another kind of player that 
is very difficult to find — you usually 
have to grow those guys. He can run 
and he tackles well.”

Curry adds size and speed with 2011 recruiting class

Henderson also played tight end 
in high school and accumulated 370 
yards and one touchdown from 30 re-
ceptions. His father played for Curry 
when he coached at Georgia Tech. 

To replace Vance, Curry signed 
Christian Benvenuto from Matanzas 
High School in Palm Coast, Fla. A 
dual threat, Benvenuto can kick and 
punt the ball. His career long kick in 
high school was a 49 yarder, and his 
longest punt netted 59 yards. Benve-
nuto also played a variety of positions 
on Matanzas’ soccer team including 

midfielder, center and goalkeeper. 
Curry also signed two defensive 

linemen from Georgia high schools – 
McClain Head and Roderick Thomp-
son. Both were credited with more 
than 30 tackles and will add much-
needed depth to the position. Head’s 
father played when Curry was an as-
sistant at GT in the ’70s. 

David Huey will bring size to 
the offensive line and aid in protect-
ing the quarterback. Huey, 6’2” and 
285 pounds, also played baseball and 
basketball in high school. 

“David Huey is a real catch for 
us,” Curry said. “We have him listed 
as an offensive lineman but he can 
play offense or defense. He’s a tre-
mendously versatile athlete.”

“This is a very strong class, al-
though a small one,” Curry said. “I’ve 
never been involved with signing 
a class this small, so what this has 
meant is that I’ve had the privilege 
of spending more time with the play-
ers and their families and getting to 
know them better.”

BRANT SANDERLIN | ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION
Reigning state champion quarterback Ben McLane IV signed with Georgia State.

By SAAKIB ZAFRANI
Associate Sports Editor

Senior Brent Paul led the men’s 
golf team to a 12th place finish on the 
legendary PLAYERS Stadium Course 
at the TPC at Sawgrass to open the 
2011 spring season at the JU Invita-
tional.

After shooting a disappointing 
80 in the first round, Paul rallied with 
a 74 in rounds two and three, finish-
ing 32nd.

Fellow senior Alan Fowler was 
right on his heels, tying for 35th place 
after firing 2-over-par on the noto-
riously difficult par-72 6,900-yard 
course.

Head coach and former PGA 
Tour pro Joe Inman was pleased 
with the team’s performance in the 
final round.

“I was extremely pleased to see 
our guys come out and play much 
better today,” Inman told Georgia 
State Athletics. “We still have some 
work to do to get to the level of play 

that we want, but with a couple of 
weeks of practice before our next 
event, I think we are moving in the 
right direction.”

The five-man squad was round-
ed out by redshirt-junior Jared Cagle 
and freshmen Tyler Gruca and Grant 
Cagle. 

Grant Cagle finished 52nd, 
shooting 75, 79 and 81, and Gruca 
finished 59th, cutting his first round 
score of 83 to 81, then down to 75 for 
the final round. Gruca, a walk-on out 
of Milton High School, raised eye-
brows with his impressive play in the 
fall season.

Jared Cagle was 67th in the field, 
improving his first round of 86 to 78 
for the second round but struggled in 
the final round with a score of 84.

Senior Tommy Caswell and 
freshman Victor Lavin made the trip 
to golf resort as well, playing as indi-
viduals at the Ponte Vedra Country 
Club.

Men’s golf finishes 12th 
at the JU Invitational
By KIRKLAND CARTER
Sports Editor

GEORGIA STATE ATHLETICS
Seniors Brent Paul (above) and 
Alan Fowler led all Panthers with 
a final round score of 74.

For the first time in his five-
year tenure, head baseball coach 
Greg Frady added something dif-
ferent to the Panthers off-season 
conditioning program: having play-
ers compete to score points via spe-
cific challenges in the weight room 
and on the diamond. The purpose 
was to ultimately name five “Su-
per Cats” as well as a “Top Cat” in 
honor of the team’s hardest worker. 

The program was designed to make 
off-season conditioning less mun-
dane and to create more internal 
competition for players.

The off-season workout pro-
gram is a vital component, accord-
ing to Frady. 

“I’ve always believed there’s 
no substitute on the field for physi-
cal strength. You gotta be strong,” 
Frady said. “I think our guys work 
very hard in their fundamental 

Francis is baseball’s ‘Top Cat’
By DJ DUNSON
Staff Writer

MIKE HOLMES | GEORGIA STATE ATHLETICS
Aidan Francis has earned third-team CAA honors for two seasons in 
a row.

SEE MEN’S GOLF, PAGE 11 SEE TOP CAT, PAGE 11
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GSU NIGHT AT THE AQUARIUM 
Buy tickets  
early for discounts!
$10 tickets extended through Feb. 8 
$15 Feb. 9-17 / $20 on Feb. 18
Family and friends welcome / Children under 2 free

On sale at Student Center Information Desk,  
University Bookstore and www.rialtocenter.org

Free campus parking and shuttles

Friday, February 18, 6-11 p.m.

Featuring expanded Cold Water Quest Gallery

Supported by Student Activity Feeswww.gsu.edu/studentevents

Sold Out! Mark your calendar for  

GSU Night at Six Flags,  

Friday, April 15, 2011.

For most couples, love develops 
over a period of time. But for head 
football coach Bill Curry and his wife, 
Carolyn Newton-Curry, no one thing 
could have been easier than deciding 
they would be together for the rest of 
their lives. 

In sixth grade, Curry told his 
father that he would marry Caro-
lyn. His father was elated, telling his 
son, “That’s the best idea you’ve ever 
had.”

Curry’s attraction to Carolyn 
started after years of watching her go 
to the chalkboard to do long division 
and seeing her develop into a beauti-
ful young woman. 

But Curry still had some grow-
ing up to do — literally. 

“She would not go out with me,” 
Curry said. “But from sixth grade to 
12th grade I grew a foot. She started 
to notice me a little bit, and it was 
then that we started dating.”

His stature as a youngster 
plagued him not only as an athlete, 
but with the ladies as well. Before 
dating Carolyn, Curry dated her best 
friend, Sue Lunceford, who dumped 
him because he was too short. 

“She said, ‘You were too short, 
so I was embarrassed to dance with 
you,’” Curry said. 

Surprisingly, there was no ani-
mosity amongst the three, and they 
all remained friends until Lunce-

ford’s passing at age 59.
While in high school, Curry 

worked in downtown Atlanta at a 
shoe store, and Carolyn worked as a 
model for Rich’s. Their relationship 
flourished throughout high school, 
where he played several sports and 
Carolyn cheered on the sidelines.  

By the time the two graduated, 
the decision was made. He and Caro-
lyn would be married. When Auburn, 
Clemson and the University of Geor-
gia offered him scholarships, Curry 
turned them down so that he could 
attend Georgia Tech, but not because 
of academics or athletics.

“Everybody expected me to go 
to Georgia because my father was a 
Bulldog,” he said.

He was torn between attend-
ing his father’s alma mater and being 
close to his high school sweetheart, 
who enrolled at Agnes Scott. 

“I got a map out and realized 
that Athens wasn’t the closest to Ag-
nes Scott, and it turns out it [Georgia 
Tech] wasn’t that easy. Bobby Dodd 
was the coach, and he was a fanatic 
about his guys studying hard and 
going to class,” he said. “And I was 
a very poor student…but I got to be 
close to the woman I loved and had 
the opportunity to play for a great 
coach.”

Curry had a knack for making 
lifelong decisions at a young age, as 
he and Carolyn got engaged at 19 and 
were married by age 20. 

Carolyn was the first person to 

allude to marriage, after Curry con-
fronted her about rumors he heard 
that she was only dating him so she 
could sponsor him as an ROTC mili-
tary officer. 

“Not only is that not true,” Caro-
lyn told him. “But you’re actually the 
kind of person that I would consider 
marrying.” 

He was pleasantly surprised and 
immediately wanted to accept her of-
fer, but the two were only 17. 

Two years later, he drove Caro-
lyn to Piedmont Park, with his grand-
mother’s (also his mother’s) small 
diamond ring in tow and popped the 
question. 

“I reminded her, ‘Remember 
that sponsor thing, you said some-
thing pretty rash, like you would 
consider marrying someone like me. 
Would you… marry me?’” he asked 
her. 

He took a reflective pause while 
telling the story of how he made Car-
olyn Newton Mrs. Carolyn Newton-
Curry. The Super Bowl Champion 
and award-winning college football 
coach struggled to find his words, 
wiping a single tear from his right 
eye. 

“It chokes me up,” he said. “48 
years, and it’s been wonderful. By far 
the highlight of our marriage is the 
quality of our relationship through 
many years of trial and error and 
some terrible, terrible mistakes by 
me…but she stayed, she stayed.” 

He regrets that he did not bal-

From Curry with love: an Atlanta love story
By ZAKKIYYA ANDERSON
Staff Writer

ance his time in the limelight and 
his life at home better, and even 
Carolyn says she “built three of the 
houses” herself. But as time went 
on, he learned from his mistakes and 
learned how to balance work and 
family.

“You could be great at anything 

working 60 hours a week — you don’t 
have to work 90,” Curry said. “And 
people who do it, male or female, 
are shortchanging their family. And I 
think it hurt our children, but they’ve 
both turned out to be great people 

CAROLYN NEWTON- CURRY
Bill and Carolyn Curry have been married for 48 years.

SEE CURRY, PAGE 11
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because of their mother.”
Both Mr. and Mrs. Curry note 

that the best product of their mar-
riage is their extended family. “Bo” 
and “CiCi,” the names given to Bill 
and Carolyn by grandson William 
Alexander III, enjoy the closeness 
of all Curry generations.

“The highlight of my relation-
ship has been the children and 
grandchildren and the fact that we 
can communicate,” Carolyn said. 

But one year Curry made a 
costly mistake. Well, sort of.

“I have a reputation in the fam-
ily, especially with Carolyn, that I’m 
really good at special occasions. I 
really love doing something special 
for her,” he said. “The Valentine’s 
[Day] before last I decided I’m not 
gonna buy her anything, I’m gonna 

write her a poem. I sent my mom 
flowers. I didn’t get [Carolyn] flow-
ers. [That] did not go over well.”

Carolyn thought the change 
was the result of poor planning.

“I thought he had forgotten 
about me and just wrote a poem as 
a last-minute thing,” Carolyn said.

For the Currys, success was 
not found on the gridiron or in the 
classroom, but at home. 

“The best thing [about] our 
marriage is not that I’m a football 
coach or that she’s an outstanding 
scholar from Georgia State,” Curry 
said. “That’s all occupational and 
directed at others, but our marriage 
is the basis to do these things.” 

Curry admits that his life as a 
football star has been great, but at 
the end of the day, his life is about 
him and his wife. 

“If we stand for something, the 
best thing we got is our marriage.”

Inman was thrilled about the 
team’s opportunity to play at the 
storied Sawgrass.

“I think it is great that we can 
open the season at such a great ven-
ue,” Inman told Georgia State Ath-
letics. “Sawgrass is a special place 
to me and is a place where all golf-
ers, both collegiate and pro, want to 
play.”

Led by the top-ranked golfer 
in the country, Bank Vongvanij, the 
University of Florida finished first, 

with a 25-stroke cushion, accord-
ing to Georgia State Athletics. The 
Bradenton, Fla., native shot a 73 in 
the final round, finishing at five un-
der par.

The University of North Flori-
da finished second and Jacksonville 
State third, with Liberty University 
and Clemson rounding out the top 
five.

The Panthers will return to the 
legendary links at Sawgrass to com-
pete in the SunTrust Gator Invita-
tional, hosted by the University of 
Florida, on Feb. 12 & 13.

skills and technique. When they get 
that perfected, the only way to move 
that forward and for them to keep 
improving is in the weight room and 
getting bigger, faster [and] stronger.” 

Super Cat honors were be-
stowed upon five players, including 
junior shortstop/right-handed pitch-
er Justin Malone, senior right-hand-
er Will Campbell, freshman short-
stop/right-handed pitcher Quinton 
Brown, senior utility man Carter 
Sackett and senior outfielder and Co-
lonial Athletic Association Preseason 
Player of the Year Mark Micowski.

But it was left-handed senior 
pitcher Aidan Francis who earned 
Top Cat honors from Frady after a 
grueling six weeks of fall workouts.   

Frady’s idea for naming a Top 
Cat originated from an unlikely 
source. 

“I have this thing at home, it’s 
called a Super Cat,” Frady said. “And 
I was looking at that Super Cat one 
day and I thought, that’s what we 
need: Super Cats. We need to get af-
ter it. And then out of five Super Cats, 
we need a Top Cat.” 

Francis is looking to improve on 
a season in which he earned third-
team All-CAA honors for the sec-
ond season in a row after going 6-3 
with a 4.96 ERA in 11 starts. Midway 
through the 2010 season, the talented 
Francis became the team’s weekly 
Friday night starter and never looked 
back. 

“I’ve always thought in a three-

>> CURRY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

>> MEN’S GOLF
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

>> TOP CAT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

game series, Friday night is about 
talent, Saturday’s about adjustments 
and Sunday is about grit [and] de-
termination,” Frady said. “[Friday 
night] comes down to who’s got the 
best personnel and if both teams are 
able to play up to their capabilities 
and execute their game plan. Talent 
really figures in on Friday night, and 
you need a Friday night guy to go out 
and win that game on Friday because 
only one team can sweep the series 
after that.”

Being the coveted Friday night 
starter makes Francis’s accomplish-
ment even more special for Frady, 
who is pleased that one of his most 
talented players on the diamond has 
emerged as the hardest worker in 
conditioning.

“It’s so gratifying as a coach to 
see your No. 1 pitcher emerge as the 

Top Cat, because that’s what you 
want to happen as the coach,” Frady 
said. “You wanna see your best play-
ers working hard, setting an example, 
demonstrating what the program’s 
all about, and he did that.” 

On the mound, there are still 
aspects of his pitching — such as his 
control — that Francis believes he 
can improve upon this season. 

“I still have games where I’ve 
walked a lot of people,” Francis said. 
“I can still work on developing an ex-
tra pitch and being more consistent 
with my changeup, which I haven’t 
had my first two seasons.”

With a career record of 11-4 at 
Georgia State, Francis, a native Aus-
tralian, is expected to also be the ace 
in the Panthers bullpen and a key 
part of their bid for the second CAA 
championship in school history.

CAA SPORTS
Mark Micowski was chosen as one of Georgia State’s five Super Cats.
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I think you can classify bands into 
about four categories: bad bands, okay 
bands, great bands and perfect bands. 
To be a perfect band requires achieving 
a level of emotion that has the power to 
sincerely resonate with listeners and ac-
tually gets people excited about music. 

For me, Broken Social Scene is a 
perfect band. I can’t point out any flaws 
in its expansive sound, and I can’t find 
any gripes within the Canadian collec-
tive’s dense layers of instrumentation. 
Even the band’s most inaccessible ex-
perimentation is immediately likeable. 
Since forming in 2001, Broken Social 
Scene has received a level of praise only 
paralleled by the absolute top tier of art-
ists. Last year, the outfit released For-
giveness Rock Record, its fourth LP (not 
counting its musician-specific releases 
for Brendan Canning and Kevin Drew), 
and it was again met with near-unani-
mous acclaim. 

Band member Charles Spearin, 
also known for his work with Do Make 
Say Think and K.C. Accidental, talked to 
The Signal less than a week before Bro-
ken Social Scene’s Atlanta show at the 
Buckhead Theatre. 

On Forgiveness Rock Record, why did 
you guys decide to have a more re-
fined style of production as opposed 
to the chaotic feeling of Broken Social 
Scene?

I think we’re just used to playing with 
each other, and we know how to leave 
space for each other. And also, I think 
we wanted to have a bit more of a clearer 
record. It’s not so much we had a prob-
lem with chaos; I do love the chaos, and 
the disorder in music and sort of fight-
ing for air. But it gets kind of exhausting 
for a whole record. I love our self-titled 
record, but I have a hard time listening 
to it beginning to end. 

In what sense was Broken Social 
Scene exhausting?

I don’t know, that’s a bit of a tricky ques-
tion. It feels overwhelming, which is 
a good thing. I really appreciate that 
in music; some of my favorite music is 
emotionally and musically overwhelm-
ing. I think it’s important to have space 
in there as well. There’s certainly plenty 
of sound and emotion on Forgiveness 
Rock Record. I think there’s a bit more 
patience to it, a little less ADD, if you 
will.

What sort of emotions were you try-
ing to convey on Forgiveness Rock 
Record?

Basically we would just write the music 
and let the music show us the emotions. 
It’s not the intention really to get emo-
tional and then write the music. You 
write the music and learn about your-
self. You play what comes naturally; you 
play with as few barriers as possible. We 
don’t write songs so much before we go 
into the studio. We go into the studio 
and write and record at the same time, 
and that’s how we learn about ourselves. 
We listen back and say ‘this has satire to 
it’ or ‘this has frustration to it.’ It’s not 
like you get angry and then write a song 
about being angry. It’s more of music 
teaching us about ourselves — at least 
that’s how I feel anyways.

So in the studio you choose to let 

BROKEN SOCIAL 
SCENE, ZEUS
WHEN Feb. 10 at 8 p.m.
WHERE The Buckhead Theatre 
(3110 Roswell Road)
ADDITIONAL INFO $26, all 
ages

Q&A: Charles Spearin of 
Broken Social Scene

DANIELLE ST. LAURENT
Broken Social Scene released Forgiveness Rock Record last May. It was co-
produced by the band and Tortoise’s John McEntire. 

SEE BSS, PAGE 14

By PAUL DEMERRITT
Staff Writer

4-IZE opts for freedom over fame
The leaders of the under-

ground hip-hop world will unite. 
They will overthrow the commer-
cialism embedded in the genre 
that once brought people together 
through socio-political messages 
and self-expression. The “estab-
lished cookie cutter artists” will 
have to defend themselves from 
the rap revolutionaries that rebel 
against the establishment. In a 
perfect industry, the underground 
artists would be at the forefront of 
such a revolution. Until then, rap-
pers like Atlanta-based 4-IZE will 
continue to spread the message of 
independent thought and creativ-
ity through their music.

“[We] need to start believ-
ing in something as a movement. 
That’s what hip-hop needs to get 
back to,” 4-IZE said.

Growing up in Chicago, 
4-IZE was unaware of his dynamic 
rapping prowess until friends and 
family convinced him that he was, 
in fact, a lyrical beast. The rapper, 
like most aspiring artists, chose to 
pursue his music in a city with a 
large market for hip-hop. In 1999, 
he moved to Atlanta to nurture his 
love for the art of rhyming. 

It wasn’t until the spring of 
2007 that 4-IZE, along with DJ 

By WHITNEY JONES
Staff Writer

Scorpio, implemented a guerilla-
style tactic to promote his brand 
and his music. By plastering the 
city with red-and-white stick-
ers which simply read 4-IZE, 
he stirred up the curiosities of 
passersby. From stop signs to 
streetlamps to bus stops, wher-
ever you were, so was he. 

With slick, colorful wordplay, 
it’s no doubt that 4-IZE is main-
stream-ready. But the freedom 
and creative control of being an 

underground star are, by far, more 
enticing than money and fame. 

“[My] music, passion [and] 
philosophy on life [are] certain 
things I don’t want to compro-
mise,” he said. 

Choosing an indie label over 
a major has been a humbling ex-
perience for him. It allows him to 
keep close ties to his fan base, no 
matter how high or low that num-

Are Bernard’s 
seductive shots 
at ABV Gallery

Are Bernard is certainly a name that exudes sex 
appeal and decadence. The artist himself — who is 
more gracious and polite than his moniker implies 
— introduced his first solo exhibition, a make-you–
blush, semi-erotic showcase called “Pour Vos Yeux 
Seulement” (translation: For Your Eyes Only), at the 
ABV Gallery in the Old Fourth Ward on Jan. 28. 

Collaborating with local artist and designer 
Greg Mike, 335MM blogger Are Bernard said he’s 
greatly influenced by 19th century French Roman-
ticism but also plucks inspiration from the likes of 
Michelangelo to Japanese contemporary artist Ya-
sumasa Yonehara, whose style is most apparent in 
Bernard’s pieces.

“I’m heavily influenced by Yonehara [as well as] 
the whole French vibe. I’m just so inspired by their 
culture, food, language and passion,” he said.

Bernard, who arrived late to the opening but not 
pretentiously so, has a simple reason why most of 
his pieces showcase women: “I just appreciate their 
beauty and unique sexuality.” 

“Pour Vos Yeux Seulement” clearly shows Ber-
nard’s appreciation, but not merely in a pornographic 
look-book kind of way. That would be too easy. In-

By ANNABELLA JEAN-LAURENT
Staff Writer

MIKE MOORE
Atlanta rapper 4-IZE puts an intellectual spin on his rhymes — 
sometimes. 

SHAYNA BATYA
Local artist Are Bernard at the opening of his 
ABV exhibit, with a sampling of his saucy works 
behind him.SEE ARE BERNARD, PAGE 16

SEE 4-IZE, PAGE 16
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Not long ago, the beginning of 
each year was a dead zone for gam-
ing. The year’s biggest releases would 
pile up throughout the holiday sea-
son, but during the beginning of the 
year, new additions were almost non-
existent. Flash forward to 2011: After 
a rather notable holiday lull, the be-
ginning of the year is home to some of 
the year’s biggest games — and even 
a new system. Here’s what gamers 
worldwide have to look forward to 
during the first half of 2011.

Mario Sports Mix
Square Enix / Wii
Release date: Feb. 7 
Not content with any single sport, 
Mario Sports Mix features volleyball, 
hockey (both field and ice), dodge 
ball and street basketball. Expect 
excellent multiplayer modes, with a 
good bit of visual flair — a trait com-
mon in Mario Sports games.

Marvel vs. Capcom 3
Capcom / Multiplatform
Release date: Feb. 15 
Revitalizing an 11-year-old franchise, 
this fighting game pits characters 
from Marvel comics (Spider-Man, 
Iron Man, etc.) with characters from 
developer Capcom’s library (Street 

Fighter, Resident Evil, etc.). Devel-
opers have promised a robust story 
mode and online multiplayer mode.

Bulletstorm
People Can Fly  / Multiplatform
Release date: Feb. 22
Published by Gears of War creator 
Epic Games, Bulletstorm is built 
around a “Kill With Skill” system 
that rewards the player’s creativity. 
Emptying a full clip into an enemy, 
for example, would be rewarded, 
as would any action satisfying the 
game’s bawdy sense of humor. Use 
your imagination for this one.
 
Killzone 3
Guerilla Games / PS3
Release date: Feb. 22
Continuing the story of 2009’s Kill-
zone 2, this edition is one of the sys-
tem’s best-looking games, and the 
flagship of Sony’s 3D titles. If that’s 
not enough to impress you, the fran-
chise’s multiplayer is recognized as 
one of the best, and will whet your 
appetite for this year’s inevitable Call 
of Duty release.

Pokémon Black and White
Game Freak / DS
Release date: March 6
Though there are a dozen Pokémon 
games on the DS alone, Black and 
White is considered the fifth install-

ment in the franchise, and promises 
to modernize the series. Expect 150 
brand-new Pokémon, large scale cit-
ies, triple battles and more robust on-
line features.

Dragon Age 2
Bioware / Multiplatform
Release date: March 8
A fantasy RPG with its roots in old 
PC games, Dragon Age 2 hopes to 
make its deep narrative and carefully 
constructed characters a little more 
accessible to the general public. Fans 
of the Mass Effect franchise should 
be excited, as developer Bioware will 
be integrating some of the same sys-
tems into Dragon Age 2.

Nintendo 3DS

Release date: March 27
Nintendo’s newest handheld em-
braces 3-D technology, but does away 
with glasses. The system also boasts 
graphics comparable to the Wii, 
downloadable Game Boy and Game 
Boy Color games, tilt control and 
much, much more. The system will 
retail at $250 and will be available in 
black or blue.

Portal 2
Valve / Multiplatform
Release date: April 19 
A long-awaited sequel to Valve’s 
award-winning puzzle game, Portal 
2 challenges players to “Think With 
Portals.” By travelling between play-
er-placed portals, the game looks to 
bend players’ minds all over again. 

Those who buy the game on PS3 will 
also have free access to the PC or 
Mac version of the game.

Duke Nukem Forever
Gearbox Software / Multiplatform
Release date: May 3
After a troubled development span-
ning 14 years, three developers and 
four publishers, the biggest inside 
joke in gaming is finally seeing a re-
lease. Now developed by Gearbox 
Software, Duke Nukem Forever picks 
up where the franchise left off: pre-
senting a flawless mix of satisfying 
first-person shooting, with some of 
the dirtiest jokes to infiltrate a video 
game.

A gamer’s radar: sequels, a 
new system and more
By MICHAEL RABALAIS
Staff Writer

CAPCOM
In Marvel vs. Capcom 3, you can fight Wolverine from X-Men as Ryu from Street Fighter — or the other way 
around, if you prefer.
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Georgia State University President Mark Becker and the Office of Civic 
Engagement invite nominations for the 2011 Carl V .Patton Awards for    
Community Service and Social Justice. The awards will be presented   
during Georgia State University’s Service Recognition Ceremony  
in April 2011.   
 
The President’s Awards for Community Service and Social Justice were 
established in 2005 by Former President Patton and the Office of Civic 
Engagement. In 2010, the awards were named in Dr. Patton’s honor. 
 
 Guidelines for Eligibility  

Nominees must be faculty, staff, or students of Georgia State        
University, University Programs and/or Departments, or  

       Community Partners.  
Nominees must have performed the community service in the local 
Atlanta area or in the state of Georgia. 
Nominees must have performed the community service within the  

       last two calendar years.  
Each award recipient will have the opportunity to select a Georgia 
State University program or scholarship to receive a $500 gift. 
Any previous award recipients are not eligible for the same award.  
Nomination packets must be received by Friday, February 18, 2011.  

 
 
 
 

2011 Carl  V. Patton President’s Awards 
FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE AND SOCIAL ACTION 

 
Award Categories 

Outstanding Community Impact Award, Student -                   
Given to any Georgia State University student who has exemplified 
outstanding service to the community 
Outstanding Community Impact, Student Organization -   
Awarded to a chartered Georgia State University student organization 
that has provided exemplary service to the community 
Outstanding Faculty or Staff Award -                                           
Recognizes a Georgia State University faculty or staff member      
who has dedicated his or her time addressing a need in the Atlanta 
community 
Outstanding University Program Award -                                    
Acknowledges the efforts of campus programs that are created to 
serve Atlanta’s needs 
Outstanding Community Partner Award -                                 
Highlights the relationship between Georgia State University and a 
non-profit community agency to address community needs 

  
Nomination packets must include the following: 

A completed nomination form--to obtain a form through email,      
contact Kelli Vincent at kellivincent@gsu.edu or visit the Office of 
Civic Engagement, Student University Center Room 320 
A narrative demonstrating significant achievement of the  

      individual or organization in service  
Letter of support from those served and/or agencies in the community 
For student nominations please include a resume detailing service 
performed and number of hours completed.  

 

the songs sort of fall into place as 
opposed to approaching an album 
with an overarching concept?

The concept becomes clear as we’re 
going along. It’s less contrived that 
way, the music is really natural. We 
all play music, and if you have an in-
tention or concept you’re trying to 
push on to it, it’s not really natural. 
Music has its own inherent kind of 
emotions, its own language to it. So 
it’s healthier to listen to that, for ev-
erybody to put their ideas in and find 
out what the soup tastes like [instead 
of saying], ‘I want it to taste like that.’ 
Trying to put all the right ingredients 
in, everybody has to sort of be them-
selves. It becomes a real band record, 
it becomes its own thing rather than 
an invention.

Why did you guys decide to put 
the more experimental songs like 
“Guilty Cubicles” in your set lists?

I think there was a bit of a cycle, 
like going back to work with John 
McEntire. It was kind of refresh-
ing for us, he produced Forgiveness 
Rock Record. He was a huge hero of 
ours back in the late ‘90s when Kevin 
and I were in a band called K.C. Ac-
cidental and we were really inspired 
by this community in Chicago. This 
old music community in Chicago was 
really inspiring because everybody 
played on each other’s records, and 
everybody was an amazing musician. 

And nobody seemed to give a f**k 
about the entertainment industry. 
There was a real sincerity to the mu-
sic scene in Chicago in the ‘90s and 
John McEntire was a big part of that. 
If you listen to early Tortoise or a lot 
of stuff that was coming of Chicago 
and out of Thrill Jockey records in 
the late ‘90s, there’s a lot of patience 
and a lot of experimental spirit to it. 
And I think going back to work with 
John was inspiring in that sense. We 
were just in Chicago last week, and 
he did an art piece in the Museum of 
Contemporary Art in Chicago, and it 
was so brilliant and patient. He just 
has such an inspiring way about him, 
it makes you forget about all the regu-
lar benchmarks in music like success 
and makes you think about the mu-
sic again. He’s really inspiring that 
way, so it brings us back to our roots 
I guess. Maybe that’s why we started 
bringing in some of our more experi-
mental stuff in our set. I’m not really 
sure, it’s not our design really, we sort 
of feel like playing the songs that we 
do. So that’s my guess.

What’s it like playing such intri-
cate songs live?

I have no idea what it sounds like out 
front, and there’s so many of us on 
stage. We only really hear our corner 
of the stage; we have a lot of trust in 
our sound engineer. Like we have an 
idea of what it sounds like of course, 
but it’s a bit like being in an orches-
tra where you really hear the instru-
ments around you primarily where 
you have a lot of faith in the conduc-

tor. In this case Marty, our sound guy, 
who puts it all together. There was 
this one time where Marty had to 
leave the tour early, and I’m a sound 
engineer as well, and there [were] 
enough guitar players where I went 
out and mixed the band. It was the 
first time I got to see a Broken Social 
Scene concert and mix it. I was re-
ally amazed at all the different pieces 
coming together; I thought it was a 
really great show. 

Are you ever surprised by the level 
of success Broken Social Scene has 
achieved?

Yeah, of course. When we started we 
had the mandate was of being true to 
the community and forgetting about 
the idea of making it as a musician 
and to really get to the heart of the 
music and the community and play-
ing together and supporting each 
other. Music is its own reward, like 
when you listen to music you feel 
good, when you play music you feel 
good. I think it’s greedy to want a 
career in music and be financially 
successful in music. That’s not the 
point — music is very rewarding, it 
really is a joy to play music. People 
often forget that when they get in 
bands and try to make it to the top. 

That’s sort of changing I think, but 
more and more people kept coming 
to our shows and I thought that was 
nice. We just played for ourselves and 
things happened naturally. It’s really 
exciting and really inspiring and feels 
natural. We don’t have a trajectory 
in mind and I think it’s kind of been 
that way since the beginning. There 
[are] a lot of people putting effort 
into keeping the train running with 
agents and promoters; it’s a great big 
machine now. But I still like to think 
that there’s a genuine heart to it. It 
may be buried sometimes and hard to 
see, but it’s there. I think everybody’s 
in it for the right reasons. 

>> BSS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

DANIELLE ST. LAURENT
Broken Social Scene has existed for more than 10 years. Feist and Amy Millan of Stars are members of the 
dynamic Canadian collective. 



01 Decline/These Arms 
Roman Photos (Double Phantom)

02 Senior
Röyksopp (MB3) 

03 Volumes 1 & 2 
Pigbag (Fire)

04 Rare
Calibro 35 (Nublu)

05 Is Growing Faith
White Fence (Woodsist)

06 Kaputt
Destroyer (Merge) 

07 King Felix EP 
Laurel Halo (Hippos in Tanks)

08 Land and Fixed
Blank Dogs (Captured Tracks)

09 Ventriloquizzing
Fujiya & Miyagi (YepRoc)

10 Teenage and Torture
Shilpa Ray & Her Happy Hookers (Knitting Factory)

11 unlearn. 
Fergus & Geronimo (Hardly Art)

12 Cape Dory
Tennis (Fat Possum)

13 Outside 
Tapes ‘n Tapes (Idid)

14 III: Arcade Dynamics
Ducktails (Woodsist) 

15 City Walls EP
Endless Wave (Fort Point)

16 The World Needs More Skillz 
Skillz (E One)

17 Aguilas & Cobras 
Brownout 

18 Bedroom Databanks
Atlas Sound

19 That We Can Play
Games (Hippos in Tanks)

20 Golden Haze
Wild Nothing (Captured Tracks)

21 Deerhoof Vs Evil
Deerhoof (Polyvinyl)

22 Um, Uh Oh 
Say Hi (Barsuk) 

23 Grown Unknown 
Lia Ices (Jagjaguwar)

24 Tre3s 
Chikita Violenta (Arts & Crafts)

25 Wondervisions
Delicate Steve (Luaka Bop)

26 100 Lovers
DeVotchKa (Anti)

27 Seefeel 
Seefeel (Warp) 

28 White Wilderness 
John Vanderslice (Dead Oceans)

29 Hardcore Will Never Die But You Will 
Mogwai (Sub Pop)

30 Mighty 
Lord Huron 

The dark synth, 
dreary vocals and 
‘80s nuances (think 
Human League) 
make this release the 
perfect soundtrack to 
celebrate your goth 
side. 

Heavy indie rock 
with a penchant for 
intricate, complex 
guitar work. 

The gypsy-folk outfit 
with a heart delivers 
another horns-driven, 
incredibly rich album 
— the band’s first since 
2008’s A Mad and 
Faithful Telling.  

Tim Presley of Darker 
My Love (and now a 
full-time player in The 
Strange Boys) makes 
Nuggets-style psych-
pop with a haze of 
garage rock.

Instrumental music, whether 
electronic or of the post-rock Ex-
plosions in the Sky variety, doesn’t 
grasp the memory any tighter than 
muzak for most. Even when its in-
tricacy deserves commending or it’s 
overwhelmingly cinematic, it’s rarely 
among the ranks of unforgettable 
tunes. And that’s not to say land-
scape-building albums are worth-
less — in fact, a good one heard in 
one sitting can be a more meaningful 
experience than your first parent-
free vacation. Oh, wait — you don’t 
remember that? It felt monumental 
at the time though, right?

That’s how I felt about Ducktails 
before Ducktails III: Arcade Dynam-
ics, the third LP from Matthew Mon-
danile, the solo musician behind the 
Ducktails. The sound has been, by 
and large, an instrumental, distor-
tion-heavy and somewhat experi-
mental offering, and it never stuck 
with me — until now.

The instrumental opener, “In 
the Swing,” is in a telling beachy vein, 
but otherwise it’s misleading. The al-
bum is peppered with similar tracks, 
but the bulk of the sunny songs are 
made easily likeable with vocals, and 
are more in line with the surf-pop 
of Real Estate, another one of Mon-
danile’s projects. 

“Hamilton Road” boasts blasé, 
breezy vocals that pair well with the 
woozy guitars and general seaside 
vibe. It’s the low-calorie version of 
sugary surf rock — laid-back and 
mellow, but masterfully catchy. The 
melody on “Sprinter” is sneakily diz-
zying and danceable, and “Sunset 
Liner” evokes the satisfying body 
heaviness of a beach day well spent

Mondanile enlisted Panda Bear 
and Animal Collective’s Noah Lennox 
for “Killin’ the Vibe,” which yielded 
a permanently sing-a-longable jam 
that almost rivals “My Girls” (Animal 
Collective). “Don’t Make Plans” is 
similarly sticky, but in a hazy and off-
hand fashion, and the chorus of “Art 
Vandelay” is of the simplistic, quick-
to-be-memorized brand.

Interspersing such gems with 
gloomily psychedelic, vocals-free 
songs makes them feel like inter-

Ducktails
Ducktails III: Arcade Dynamics
Woodsist

By JHONI JACKSON
Entertainment Editor

The third full-length is a charm for Ducktails

Subtly experimental, 
piano-guided pop 
that’s reminiscent 
of Tori Amos, Joni 
Mitchell and Bjork 
— and the result of 
that combination is 
uniquely gorgeous. 
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California-based Cold War Kids 
just released its third full-length al-
bum. The four-piece is best known 
for its popular song “Hang Me Up to 
Dry.” Although that track is raw and 
full of emotion, the outfit’s latest of-
fering falls flat. 

The title track, “Mine Is Yours,” 
much like the rest of the album, 
sounds like a cheap imitation of to-
day’s more popular music. The edgi-
ness that made “Hang Me Up to Dry” 
a success has disappeared and left in 
its place a cold, dull sound. 

The tracks on Mine is Yours give 
the feeling that the lackluster sound 
is a result of trying too hard. Cold 
War Kids, in attempting to achieve 
a sound similar to The Black Keys, 
sounds more like a ‘90s Christian 
rock band. Even worse, both the lyr-
ics and music are repetitive and un-
inspired. 

On “Bulldozer” and “Sensitive 
Kid,” the unimaginative lyrics are 
especially lackluster. “Sensitive Kid” 
is about a kid who needs to grow up, 
and on “Bulldozer” the chorus asks a 
bulldozer to clear a new path. 

Cold War Kids
Mine Is Yours
DGC Records

By KENDALL HARRIS
Staff Writer

ludes. Even “Little Window,” which 
is guided by Southerner-at-the-
beach-style picking, has you won-
dering when the vocals come in. But 
adding vocals to the latter could eas-
ily take it to the fringes of alt-country 
territory — and that just wouldn’t 
make sense for Ducktails.

So maybe Mondanile knows 
what he’s doing. For every instru-
mental track, the lyrics-accented 
songs become even more desirable, 
even more necessary. In true Mon-
danile form, however, he closes out 
Arcade Dynamics with the 10-minute 
“Porch Projector,” which is aptly-ti-
tled — it’s like a blissfully uneventful 
afternoon spent rocking to and fro on 
a porch swing. 

Ducktails’ foray into the tradi-
tional song zone won’t go unnoticed. 
Arcade Dynamics is like hearing 
Ducktails for the first time again — 
except not entirely, because like me, 
you probably nearly forgot about it. 
This go ‘round, we won’t forget.

“Cold Toes on the Cold Floor” 
repeats that unappealing phrase far 
too many times before going on to 
say, “so good to be making scrambled 
eggs with you,” a kind of sexual innu-
endo that is equally unappealing. 

The subjects of the tracks and 
the manner in which they’re execut-
ed on Mine is Yours feel juvenile. Per-
haps Cold War Kids needs to grow up 
— or at least find some fresh inspira-
tion.

Disco is sort of an unfortunate 
genre in that it is either immediately 
incredible or entirely forgettable. 
There is no such thing as okay disco; 
as with many styles of dance, medi-
ocrity is never an option. With this 
in mind, musicians should never at-
tempt to tackle disco unless they 
have a full and unwavering confi-
dence in their ability to craft dance 
that is at once original and timeless. 
In the first five seconds of Blue Songs, 
the sophomore LP from Hercules 
and Love Affair, it is painfully appar-
ent that this brand of confidence just 
is not present. 

There is an overarching lazi-
ness within almost every bass line 
that seems to fall around the grooves 
instead of defining them. There are 
interesting ideas laced throughout 
the album, but they always fall short 
of being exciting. You can tell these 
guys  know disco, you can tell they 
care about their music, you can tell 
they desperately want to be great, 
but you can’t feel that they want to 
be great. Due to the heavy emphasis 
that disco, funk and danceable genres 
place on movement and groove, the 
ability to feel the rhythms is abso-
lutely essential. Without this key 
feeling, disco becomes pointless. 

While the grooves feel nonex-
istent, Hercules and Love Affair de-
serves praise for its sincere effort to 
make something different. Since the 
‘80s, dance has been plagued by a 
terribly boring consistency in style. 
Artists were either in the style of Mi-
cheal Jackson or the Talking Heads, 

Hercules and Love Affair
Blue Songs
Death From Above

By PAUL DEMERRITT
Staff Writer



or they fruitlessly tried to be Micheal 
Jackson or The Talking Heads. Her-
cules and Love Affair has certainly 
achieved a specific sound, which is 
an unspeakably important aspect of 

any genre of music. 
The sound is so blatantly aim-

less, like on “Blue Song,” which intro-
duces a fresh instrumentation to dis-
co with various sorts of woodwinds, 
but like the rest of the album, there 
isn’t really a discernible melody or 
hook to latch onto. The core problem 

of Blue Songs is that it is impossible to 
be excited about music that the musi-
cians themselves don’t even seem to 
be excited about. Hercules and Love 
Affair certainly has the passion for 
dance, the band just needs to learn 
how to express it. 

Atlanta Events

Want to see an event in this space? Contact Jhoni Jackson at 
signalentertainment@gmail.com with the event name, time, 
date, location and a brief description.

TUESDAY, FEB. 8

“Peter Pan”
Relive your childhood with a grownup friendly performance of the J.M. 
Barrie tale-turned-Disney classic. The show runs Tuesdays through 
Sundays (two performances on the weekends) until March 20.
Pemberton Place, 126 Ivan Allen Jr. Blvd. // 7:30 p.m. // $20-$125, all 
ages

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 9

A Really Good Stand-Up Comedy Show
Headliner Andy Sandford was voted best Atlanta comedian by Creative 
Loafing last year, and the other dudes—Dave Stone, Mike Kaiser and 
Paul Gallois—are pretty hilarious too. For only 
Highland Ballroom, 644 N. Highland Ave. // 9 p.m. // $5, 21 and up

THURSDAY, FEB. 10

Queen of Hearts Social
Join Atlanta writer and advice columnist Blane Bachelor for the 
second-annual Valentine’s Day-themed bash. Sip cocktails, nosh on free 
appetizers and get a tarot card reading.
Hotel Palomar, 866 W. Peachtree St. // 6 p.m.-9 p.m. // Free, all ages

Original Reggae Dancehall Vibes
As part of Atlanta Reggae Legends Week, which began on Feb. 5, and 
runs until Feb. 12, Abashaka of Cozmic Lovebeat, Ras Marvin and Ras 
Irate host a night of dancing and fun in celebration of reggae.
The Sound Table, 483 Edgewood Ave. // 9 p.m. // $5, 21 and up

FRIDAY, FEB. 11

Boat Party
Pretty Ambitious Records hosts an island-themed party featuring the 
Mermaids, Turf War, Abby Gogo and Lucy Dreams. All four bands are 
great live, and it’s the perfect (and likely your only) excuse to dust off 
your favorite beach gear or dress like a pirate, sailor or even a mermaid.
Star Bar, 437 Moreland Ave. // 9 p.m. // $5, 21 and up

Dance Truck
“WikiDance,” the troupe’s latest, is choreographed by Corian Ellisor 
and, like previous performances, takes place inside a miniature semi-
truck. Really. The off-the-wall event also includes poetry from Free 
Poems on Demand, live music and a DJ. 
Atlanta Contemporary Arts Center, 535 Means St. // Free, all ages

SATURDAY, FEB. 12

Roots Rock Reggae
The Eclectic Roots Ensemble, the Dolldaze, 3052 Dub Collective and 
Dean’s Dubshack perform at the final installment in Reggae Legends 
Week. 
Smith’s Olde Bar, 1578 Piedmont Road // 8 p.m. // $10, 21 and up

SUNDAY, FEB. 13

The Rink: Ice Skating at Park Tavern
Ice skating makes a great pre-Valentine’s Day date, especially if you 
resent your partner and take pleasure in watching them body-slam the 
ice repeatedly.
Park Tavern, 500 10th St. // 11 a.m.-11 p.m. // $10 to skate and $5 for 
skate rental, all ages

MONDAY, FEB. 7

St. Nick’s on St. Valentine’s Day
Single? Miserably coupled up? Wallow alone or in twos as local 
musicians sing the music of Nick Drake and Nick Cave. 
The Earl, 488 Flat Shoals Ave. // 8:30 p.m. // $7, 21 and up
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ber may seem. Remaining indepen-
dent also affords 4-IZE the oppor-
tunity to control his image and his 
ideals. If he wants to smack stickers 
on parking meters, he can do so with-
out a major label dissuading him for 
fear of financial repercussions. He’ll 
take the heat, if and when it materi-
alizes. 

“Major labels give you someone 
else to blame besides yourself. I can 
do bad by myself,” he said. 

4-Ize takes an “edutainment” 
approach to his art. Modeled after 
the socio-political ideology of rap 
pioneer KRS-ONE, edutainment is 
a blend of education through enter-
tainment. 4-IZE has used this meth-
od as inspiration for his philosophy, 
which he calls “Intellectual Igno-
rant.” He combines his knowledge of 
social consciousness with the style of 
club-bangers. 

“It’s about balance. Sometimes 
you want to be educated and taught; 
other times you want to just relax and 
be ignorant,” he said with a laugh. 

His newest album, aptly-titled 
Professional Ignorant, takes the no-
tion to another level. With songs that 
uplift divinity — “With the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Ghost/There’s 
no difference in the Almighty and the 
Most” — to songs like “Rap Sucks,” 
4-IZE blurs the lines of the radical in 

stead, the budding young artist cap-
tivates the rawness in his subjects 
while still allowing their fragility and 
innocence to be retained. 

True, you couldn’t help but stare 
at the sexual charisma his subjects 
exude in his work but one can also 
find — believe it or not — substance 
below the tongue-in-cheek surface of 
Bernard’s collection. 

The interaction between the art-
ist and subject showcases more than 
just a voyeuristic peep show solely 
catered to the male fantasy. Rather, 
the artist seems to be capturing a 
truth that is becoming more evident 
in the modern art world: sex doesn’t 
just sell anymore, it inspires.

A few of his pieces, including 
“Tu Fleur de Temps” (Time Killer), 
an oversized print of a tender young 
girl with glossy lips and a light brown 
breast shamelessly exposed, are se-
ductive on the surface but after a few 
seconds, the image feels bold and 
rowdy. 

In a series of mini-Polaroids 
plastered on the wall as you first walk 
in feature Bernard working with 
a Fuji Instax Mini to capture a pa-
parazzi-style collection of shots that 
portray the lives of 20-something 
misfits who just want to party. 

“These are some of my earlier 
works,” Bernard explained. “I started 

>> 4-IZE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

MIKE MOORE
“I can do bad by myself,” said 4-IZE, who used guerilla-style tactics to 
market himself after moving to Atlanta from Chicago.

hip-hop. 
One thing remains consistent in 

his philosophy: 4-IZE does what he 
wants. In line with that thinking, he 
co-hosts an Internet radio show, In 
Da Crib, on Beehive Radio, where he 
and his co-hosts touch on everything 
from conspiracies, marijuana brown-
ies, “girls mud wrestling for charity” 
to life on other planets. 

On leaving his mark in hip-hop, 
4-IZE said, “[Through the] promot-

ing, entertaining, marketing, I want 
to change the perception of this in-
dustry. I’m here to give everyone’s 
third eye a fourth eye.”

See 4-IZE and a slew of other 
acts perform on Sunday, Feb. 
13, at 6:30 p.m. at the Red Light 
Cafe (533 Amsterdam Ave.). 
The show costs $9 and is open 
to all ages. Follow 4-IZE on 
Twitter @4IZE.

>> ARE BERNARD
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

SHAYNA BATYA
Are Bernard at the opening of “Pour Vos Yeux Seulement” at ABV 
Gallery.

this series in 2007.”
In all, the provocative blend 

of sex appeal and fashion certainly 
helps Bernard’s images stand on their 
own. His style, while not entirely dis-
tinctive, is certainly developed and 
polished. 

“Photography is like painting 
pictures to me,” he said. “The females 
become the art forms.”

As a growing artist, “Pour Vos 
Yeux Seulement” was certainly a 
good stepping-stone in Bernard’s de-

velopment — and it will be interest-
ing to see how he branches out in the 
future.

The Pour Vos Yeux Seulement 
exhibition is showing at ABV 
Gallery until Feb. 23. The gal-
lery is open weekly from 11 a.m. 
until 6 p.m., Saturdays from 1 
p.m. until 6 p.m. and is closed 
on Sundays. For more informa-
tion visit www.335M.com or 
www.ABVatl.com.
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Thirty-five seconds was all it 
took. Thirty-five seconds to rip open 
the ground, shatter the earth, level 
homes and bury thousands of men, 
women and children under a bed of 
rubble. In less than a minute, the le 
tremble (earthquake in Kréyol) that 
hit Haiti last year killed more than 
200,000 people, displaced another 
1.5 million people and caused at least 
$7.2 billion in damages, according to 
the Inter-American Development 
Bank.

To share ideas on helping Haiti, 
a special conference called “Coping 
with and Responding to the Apoca-
lypse: the Past, Present and Future 
of Haiti after the Earthquake and 
Cholera” was held at Georgia State 
Wednesday. 

The event brought together 
more than 20 speakers from across 
the nation. The list included Robert 
Fatton Jr., Haitian writer and pro-
fessor of government and foreign 
affairs at the University of Virginia; 
Alex Dupuy, professor of sociology 
at Wesleyan University who has pub-
lished numerous works surrounding 
issues in Haiti; and Steve Forester, 
the immigration and policy coordi-
nator for the Institute of Justice and 
Democracy in Haiti. 

Speakers shared their insight 
and expertise on the social, politi-
cal and economic conditions of both 
pre- and post-quake Haiti and what 
can be done to help the country re-

build, during the riveting all day sym-
posium.

Dr. Chip Carey of the depart-
ment of political science at Georgia 
State opened the symposium with a 
moment of silence in remembrance 
of the victims. 

“It is said to have been the worst 
urban catastrophe in history,” Carey 
said. “If not the worst, it’s certainly 
right up there among the worst.”

The conference included six 
discussion panels that focused on ar-
eas of importance such as “Children 
and Humanitarian Relief,” “Class, 
Gender, Schools and Religion,” “In-
ternational Linkages” and the closing 
lecture on “Elections and Politics.” 

Jonathan Todres, a law profes-
sor at Georgia State whose work fo-
cuses on child trafficking, stressed 
that a rights-based perspective is 
necessary to effectively combat the 
issues facing children in Haiti.

Todres gave the example of a girl 
he calls Johanna. 

“She is just 10 years old, the old-
est of four siblings whose father was 
killed in the quake,” he said. “[She] 
lives with her mother and siblings in 
a dilapidated camp and is no longer 
in school.”

Todres argued that it is not only 
the lack of schools that keeps Johan-
na from attending classes. It is the 
fact that most days she has no food 
to eat and little to no access to health 
care. 

“The fact the she has health-
related issues means she can’t get to 
school every day,” he said. “So her 

educational and health care rights 
become interrelated.”

The conference also gave a first-
hand perspective on conditions in 
Haiti, where many of the speakers 
have visited since the earthquake. 

Greg Hodgin of the department 
of political science at Georgia State 
described chilling details of his ex-
perience in Haiti last month while 
investigating the role of the United 
Nations Stabilization Mission in Hai-
ti (MINUSTAH).

“I found that what people were 
saying at the top was very different 
from what was happening on the 
ground below,” Hodgins said. 

He recalled only seeing U.N. 
peacekeeping trucks in the country’s 
capital, Port-au-Prince during the 
day, even though most crimes hap-
pen at night.

“When the sun goes down you 
see a line of U.N. trucks going back to 
the base, [and] that’s it for security,” 
he said.

So why does Haiti seem to keep 
failing? This question was raised by 
David Adams, the editor of Poder 
Hispanic magazine in his lecture on 
“Historical Lesson Explaining Why 
Haiti Keeps Failing When the Inter-
national Community Tries.” 

“If you look over the history 
of Haiti there is an extraordinary 
amount of blame that can be shared,” 
he said. “And Haiti’s dependency on 
foreign powers has had a significant 
impact on its continuous failure.”

Many solutions were proposed, 
such as allowing the 55,000 Haitians 

Research conference sheds light on Haiti’s plight

in Haiti who already have family in 
the U.S to be permitted in the coun-
try. 

“The U.S does not prioritize in 
helping Haitian immigrants,” said 
Steve Forester of the Institute of Jus-
tice and Democracy in Haiti. “It took 
a 7.0 earthquake before Haitians were 
finally granted [temporary protected 
status].”

Audience reaction to the sympo-
sium was lively. Many Haitian-Amer-
icans were in attendance, including 
activists, bishops and Georgia State’s 
own Haitian Student Association.

“I am interested in what will be 
said today,” said Institute of Public 

Health senior Caroline Hilaire. “I am 
at a point where I’ve lost all hope for 
my country.”

To close out the afternoon pan-
el, Mikhail Furnace, an independent 
scholar and graduate of California 
State University, left many like Jo-
hanna with encouragement.

“We need to not only build Haiti, 
but celebrate it as well. It is truly the 
first independent nation in the West-
ern Hemisphere,” Frunace said. “So 
let’s engage many of the Haitian stu-
dents here in the States. We can use 
their skills and knowledge of their 
language and culture to truly help 
Haiti rise again.”

CRESOS
The piece of art is a painting by Haitian artist Philome Obin.

By ANNABELLA JEAN-LAURENT
Staff Writer

GSTV just premiered The Den, 
an online college reality series that 
follows the lives of six Georgia State 
students. The show premiered on 
www.thedentv.com.

Cameras follow Christian Ni-
cole Miller, “The Actress,” DeAn-
gelo R. Boddie, “The Art Enthusi-
ast,” Eugene Martin, Jr., “The Party 
Promoter,” Chevon Diamond Mone’t 
Safia Hines, “The CEO,” Alexis Avery, 
“The Mentor/Dancer,” Jada Mister, 
“The Diva,” and Christopher Gregory 
Sumter, “The Renaissance Man.” The 
series shows these six ambitious stu-
dents as they strive to achieve their 
goals. 

Ngozi Ahanotu, executive pro-
ducer, says that in the first season 
“goals were reached, some are still in 
limbo, and others never made it…this 
show was not created for drama, but 
there were bits and pieces of drama 
that found itself in the show within 
the cast.” GSTV will broadcast new 5 
to 10 minute episodes of The Den ev-
ery Monday and Tuesday.

“Viewers can expect a lot of in-
teresting conversations about con-
troversial subjects. They will get to 
hear things that people usually think, 
but might not be comfortable saying 
aloud,” says Martin, one of the show’s 
original cast members. 

In the first episode, Sumter 
(“The Renaissance Man”) plans an 
event to bring awareness to the immi-

gration law that was recently passed 
in Arizona. It orders immigrants to 
carry their alien registration docu-
ments at all times and requires police 
to question people if there is reason 
to suspect they are in the United 
States illegally. Chevon Hines (“The 
CEO”) attends an entrepreneurial 
business seminar and feels even clos-
er to achieving her dream of becom-
ing a CEO.

The show has already been 
picked up by two websites, Teen 
Diaries and collegiate entertainment 
website College FTW. To find out 
more about the characters and the 
show please feel free to visit their 
website at www.thedentv.com.

GSTV introduces online series ‘The Den’
NGOZI AHANOTU

The cast of The Den consists of a vast array of student leaders on campus.

By KENDALL HARRIS
Staff Writer

The craze for urban agricul-
ture grows just blocks from Georgia 
State and on campus.

Rashid Nuri, founder of the 
Truly Living Well Center for Nat-
ural Urban Agriculture, invited 
Georgia State students to the orga-
nization’s fourth urban garden on 
Hilliard St. just north of Auburn 
Ave.

Nuri met with faculty, staff and 
students at the Urban Life Building 
to share insights on urban agricul-
ture while serving as this month’s 
guest speaker for the monthly 
Green Bag Luncheon.

He’s not the typical farmer one 
would expect. What kind of farmer 
would plant fruits and vegetables in 
this concrete jungle?

“I am an urban man, despite 
my work in agriculture, which is 
generally rural,” Nuri said. “I come 

out of the city.”
He gardened and farmed for 

several years and then learned the 
“language” of agriculture in gradu-
ate school. Throughout his career, 
he has traveled the world to gain 
agricultural experience, worked for 
the Clinton administration’s De-
partment of Agriculture and started 
urban gardens in the U.S.

Nuri described the Truly Liv-
ing Well Garden as having almost 
200 volunteer planted fruit trees 
and plants on Hilliard St., including 
blueberries, apples, plums, pome-
granates, kiwis and figs. Volunteers 
will then harvest the fruits and veg-
etables to sell at local markets. Nuri 
said customers travel long distanc-
es to purchase Truly Living Well’s 
produce.

Georgia State has become part 
of the urban agriculture move-
ment with a small student planted 
garden bed that grows just outside 
the Urban Life Building. The reac-

Urban agriculture blossoms 
on and around campus 
By DANIEL B. RINALDI
Staff Writer
and ANGEL R. WHITE
Campus Life Editor

SEE AGRICULTURE, PAGE 19
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Your future’s timeline, fed.

Wayne Rowe, PwC Associate. PwC sensed Wayne’s passion for numbers before 

he started college. An internship where his mentor introduced him to senior partners 

followed, then a full-time position with opportunities ranging from accounting to 

community outreach—all of which feeds Wayne’s life and his future. To see Wayne’s 

full timeline and how you can feed your future, visit www.pwc.tv

2006

2007

2009

2010

Introduced to PwC at a scholarship reception

Selected for PwC’s Semester of Discovery Internship program 

Earns MSA and CPA certification, starts full-time position at PwC

Mentors at-risk kids in community

© 2011 PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP. All rights reserved. In this document, “PwC” refers to PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP (a Delaware limited liability partnership), which is a member firm of 

PricewaterhouseCoopers International Limited, each member firm of which is a separate legal entity. We are proud to be an Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity Employer.

The alarming rate of African-
American men dropping out of col-
lege calls for great attention. Accord-
ing to CBS News, only 36 percent of 
black males graduate from college. 
In efforts to combat the trend, four 
students led by Samee Muhammad 
worked to reinvigorate Brother’s 
Keepers--an organization aimed at 
the uplifting and progression of col-
legiate African-American males. 

Brother’s Keepers is a core ini-
tiative of the Office of African-Amer-
ican Student Services and 

Programs (OAASSP) based upon 
maintaing retention, progression 
and increasing the graduation rate 
of black males in college. Founded 
in the early 2000s, Brother’s Keeper 
has had held a low-profile on cam-
pus due to the lack of sufficient lead-
ership. After being approached by 
the organization’s advisor, Michael 
Wyatt, Muhammad, a sophomore 
majoring in psychology, saw bring-
ing the organization back to life as a 
great opportunity for the campus and 
community.

 “[Our] main mission is to rebuild 
the organization and let it become 
more known on campus because it 
is a great organization in OAASSP,” 
said Muhammad, the organization’s 
president. From there, Muhammed, 
Johnathan Baccuss, Nate Mackey, 
Alex Ausborn and DeAngelo Hill 
worked diligently to make the orga-
nization more prominent on campus. 
Brother’s Keepers works collabora-
tively with various campus organiza-
tions to maintain their presence. One 
in particular is Tighter Grip--a black 
male initiative also housed in the 
OAASSP office.

Brother’s Keeper focuses on the 
academic and interpersonal develop-
ment of students, while Tighter Grip 
focuses on the more social aspects of 
the college experience. 

Nate Mackey, Vice President of 
Records and Treasury, joined Broth-
er’s Keepers to gain a positive leader-
ship experience.

 “I chose [Brother‘s Keepers] 
because you never know how much 
or what more you can get done, so 
when you work together great ideas 
can come from great minds,” Mack-
ey said. The executive board has 

worked together to create informa-
tive programming for the commu-
nity. Wednesday, Feb. 9 they will be 
hosting “Living the Dream: Continu-
ing the Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.” This event will include 
guest speaker Mawuli Mel Davis and 
other guests panelists.

“I want to see the organization 
grow [in] membership and for us to 
have more programs dealing with the 
African-American community and 
uplifting the African-American com-
munity,“ Muhammad said. “I want 
us to have a powerful impact and en-
courage more students to be better in 
academics and just positively impact 
our society.” Muhammad encour-
ages all students to become involved 
on campus especially with Brother’s 
Keepers.

 “For the most part, [Brother‘s 
Keepers] is a trusted brotherhood of 
individuals who provide academic 
support and a group of individuals 
that will help you develop as a person 
all while having fun and establishing 
a connection and relationship,” Mu-
hammad said.

Not only has the organization 
helped to impact the Georgia State 

Students mend campus organization ties

community, it has also impacted Mu-
hammad in a positive way.

“It has helped me become a 
more confident, stronger individual 
because I have some responsibility. 
Being able to keep everyone ground-
ed and focus made me realized I 
have to be more focused and more 
confident in myself, in my future and 
in my abilities,” Muhammad said. 
“I was shy, extremely conservative, 

judgmental and critical and I have 
become more open and outgoing and 
being a part of [Brother’s Keepers] 
has allowed this.”

 To learn more about Brother’s 
Keepers, feel free to visit their Face-
book page titled Brother’s Keepers or 
email Samee Muhammad by email at 
brotherskeepers@hotmail.com.

By ANGEL R. WHITE
Campus Life Editor

SAMEE MUHAMMAD
Muhammad has become more confident and outgoing through his 
involvement with Brother’s Keepers.
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Campus Events

Want to see your event in this space? Contact Angel White 
at signalliving@gmail.com with your event’s name, time, 
date, location and a brief description of the event. All events 
listed in the Campus Events calendar must either take place 
on campus or be produced by a Georgia State-affiliated 
organization.

TUESDAY, FEB. 8

Distinguished Speaker Series: Alton Brown
In his entertaining lecture, “Where the Heck Am I and How Did I Get 
Here?”, Alton Brown tells how he got his start and how he creates 
“Good Eats,” a Peabody Award-winning food show on Food Network 
that blends wit with wisdom, history with pop culture and science with 
common cooking sense.
Student Center Ballroom // 3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

neoPhonia New Music Ensemble
“Related Pitches” -- A concert exploring new works for clarinet and 
saxophone duos including the premiere of Citizens of Nowhere by 
Nickitas Demos featuring the two performers doubling on six different 
instruments!
Florence Kopleff Recital Hall // 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 9

To Read or Not to Read: Skills to Effectively Read 
Textbooks
After spending hundreds of dollars for a semester of books, don’t let 
your books collect dust under your bed. Sure the 3-pound textbook can 
be quite daunting, but learn the skills you need to read your textbooks 
effectively to prevent the “all-nighters” before your big exam. 
Student Center Lucerne Suite // 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Delta Phi Lambda Sorority, Inc. Blood Drive
Join the ladies of Gamma Chapter of Delta Phi Lambda Sorority, Inc. 
as they co-sponsor along with the Office of Civic Engagement and the 
American Medical Student Association for a two-day blood drive. To 
schedule an apppointment online, visit www.redcrossblood.org and 
enter ‘georgiasu’ as the sponsor code. 
Urban Life Building - West Exhibit Area // 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB. 10

Laughs for Lunch Comedy Series: Dan Mengini
Comedian Dan Mengini will perform live on the first floor of the 
Student Center as part of the Laughs for Lunch Comedy Series.
Student Center // 12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Ethics and Leadership
A program of the Spring Leadership Series.
Student Center Lucerne Suite // 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

International Conference on the Digital Image
Over 60 scholars of the moving image – including several of 
international acclaim –  will gather at Georgia State University for a 
major conference on the state of the image in the age of the digital.
Aderhold Learning Center Room 2 and 12 // 8:30 a.m. – 7:40 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 11

Student Concert Series
A free, lunch-time concert featuring student performers from the 
School of Music.
Florence Kopleff Recital Hall // 12:00 p.m. 

Film Screening & Discussion with Khadija Al-Salami
The Middle East Institute & The Alif Institute bring to the Alliance 
Français d’Atlanta a screening of Khadija Al’Salami’s films, “A Stranger 
in Her Own City” and “Amina,” and a discussion with the filmmaker. 
Alliance Francaise d’Atlanta, Colony Square Plaza, Level 11, 97 
Peachtree St NE, Atlanta, GA 30361 // 7:00 p.m.// Free for Georgia 
State students

Georgia State will hold the 15th 
annual Miss Georgia State University 
Pageant on Saturday, Feb.12 at 7 p.m. 
in the Student Center Ballroom. 

The 2011 pageant, starring Miss 
Cierra Gilchrist, Miss GSU 2010, will 
feature twenty-four women compet-
ing for the honor of being crowned 
Miss GSU 2011. The theme this year 
is “Brains and Beauty.”

The pageant is a preliminary to 
Miss Georgia in the Miss America or-
ganization. The winner of Miss Geor-
gia State will be eligible to participate 
in the state qualifying competition 
for the Miss America contest. Miss 

Gilchrist went on to compete in the 
Miss Georgia Pageant in Columbus, 
GA this past summer.

“It is truly a bittersweet feel-
ing abut this weekend, but I am so 
excited to witness another deserv-
ing young lady claim the title as 
Miss GSU 2011and begin an amazing 
journey she will cherish for life,” Gil-
christ said.

Contestants of Miss Georgia 
State University have gone on to win 
Miss Georgia and compete in the 
Miss America contest. In 2007, Geor-
gia State student Brittany Swann cap-
tured the title of Miss Georgia and 
competed in the Miss USA 2007 con-
test. In 2008, Georgia State graduate 
Chasity Hardman was crowned Miss 

Georgia and was 1st runner-up in the 
Miss America Pageant. 

The Georgia State Scholarship 
Board of Directors hosts the pageant 
every year. The scholarships that are 
a part of the Miss America program 
are available to over 12,000 women 
who compete in every level of the 
pageant. In 2010, the Miss American 
Foundation provided over $45 mil-
lion in scholarships to participants.

Tickets are $10 for students with 
a Georgia State ID and $15 for gen-
eral admission and can be purchased 
at the Student Center Information 
Desk. Free parking will be available 
in the G parking deck.

Georgia State anticipates Miss GSU 2011
By LAURA APPERSON
Staff Writer

CIERRA GILCHRIST
The theme of the Miss GSU 2011 pageant is “Beauty and Brains.”

tion from students has been positive, 
with some desiring even more on 
campus. Nutrition graduate Cindy 
Klinger said she hopes the movement 
spreads.

“I would love to see the garden 
continue after we leave,” Klinger said.

Klinger said Georgia State 
should catch up with other local 
schools on urban agriculture. She 
says students from other institutions 
have already visited the Truly Living 
Well gardens.

In any event, the Truly Living 
Well Center for Natural Urban Agri-
culture and Nuri’s 40 years of experi-
ence in agricultural business speaks 
volumes about its success. Nuri said 
he doesn’t like to take the credit.

“I don’t even try to grow food,” 
Nuri said. “I feed the soil. God grows 
the food.”

The next Green Bag Luncheon 
will be Wednesday, March 9 from 
noon to 1 p.m. in Urban Life Building. 
Sally Bethea, the founding director of 
Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, 
will speak on the theme, “Tapped 
Out: The Drying Up of Atlanta.”

>> AGRICULTURE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

LINDA N.
Urban agriculture is becoming a popular way to make major cities 
environmentally friendly across the country. 
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Campus Events

CAMPUS EVENTS
Distinguished Speaker Series

www.gsu.edu/studentevents

F.W. de Klerk
Former South African President 

During Dismantling of Apartheid
Thursday, February 17

3 p.m., Student Center Ballroom 

Styles Spacing Lists

Leadership Development

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
www2.gsu.edu/leadership

The Power of a Promise: Reliability in Leadership
Thursday, February 10, 1 p.m.

As student leaders we often find ourselves involved in 
several organizations. We strive to be great leaders and 
often say “yes” to too much. This session will examine 
the power of making fewer commitments and fulfilling 

them to the best of your ability.

Letʼs Work it Out: Resolving Group Conflict 
Tuesday, February 15, 11 a.m.

A good organization values the input and 
contributions of all of its members, but what do you 
do when differences in opinion lead to conflict and 
negativity within the group? In this session, you will 

learn to effectively communicate with organization 
members while also discovering techniques 

for resolving group conflict.

Juggling the Demands of College Life: 
Avoiding Burnout

Wednesday, February 16, Noon

Are you heading for a meltdown? Learn signs of 
burnout, strategies for recovery and how to prevent it.

Styles Spacing Lists

Student•University Center 

2011 MISS GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT

Starring Cierra Gilchrist 
Miss Georgia State University 2010

Saturday, February 12, 7 p.m.
Student Center Ballroom

Come see who will be crowned the 
next Miss Georgia State University! 

Tickets at 
Student Center Information Desk: 
$10 GSU students
$15 general admission

More Information
404/413-1610
missgsu@gsu.edu

F.W. de Klerk.jpg

COURTYARD SERIES
Student Center, First Floor

Dan Mengini, Comedian 
Thursday, February 10, 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Preston Pugmire, Acoustic 
Tuesday, February 15, 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Student Night: Featuring GSU Student Talent
Thursday, February 17, 6-9 p.m.

http://www.gsu.edu/cinefest xcinefest movie times

Georgia State University uLearnGeorgia State University uLearn FacebookFacebook TwitterTwitter

Cinefest Film Theatre

Night of the Living Dead, February 14-20

Monday-Friday: 11 a.m., 3 p.m., 7 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 1 p.m., 5 p.m.

Land of the Dead, February 14-20

Monday-Friday: 1 p.m., 5 p.m., 9 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 3 p.m., 7 p.m.

All shows free for Georgia State University students 
with ID. Guests $3 before 5 p.m. and $5 after 5 p.m.
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Spotlight

SPOTLIGHT PROGRAMS BOARD
www.gsu.edu/spotlight

Applications Now Available for President, 
Homecoming Director and Committee Director

Applications are available for Spotlightʼs 2011-12 
President, Homecoming Director and Committee Director 

positions in 380 Student Center. 
President and Homecoming Director applications are due 

Friday, February 11, by 5:15 p.m. Committee Director 
applications are due Friday, February 25, by 5:15 p.m.

Applications for Amateur Night 2011
Do you have a talent that youʼd like to share? 

Amateur Night 2011 will be on Thursday, March 17! 
Applications are now available in 380 Student Center. 
They are due on Tuesday, February 15, by 5:15 p.m.

Campus MovieFest 2011 Finale
Tuesday, February 15, 7:30 p.m. 

Student Center Ballroom
Come enjoy the movies that your fellow students 

created and submitted.
For more information, call Spotlight at 404/413-1610.
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http://www.gsu.edu/studentcenter

Supported by Student Activity Fees
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