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Students across Georgia are 
preparing for life without the HOPE 
scholarship after both chambers of 
the General Assembly passed the 
Republican-backed House Bill 326, 
which severely cuts the scholarship. 

The bill passed the Senate 35-20. 
Current recipients of the HOPE 

scholarship will have to maintain 
a 3.0 grade point average, but the 
amount they receive will be cut to 90 
percent for the upcoming academic 
year. The amount that students re-
ceive will be based on annual lottery 
funds and not tuition rates, meaning 
that the expected tuition hikes for 
next year will not be covered. 

Books, remedial classes and fees 
also will not be covered by the schol-
arship. Mandatory fees at Georgia 
State for the 2010-2011 academic year 
were near $814. HOPE will now not 
cover this amount. 

Also, unlike the current un-
limited amount, students will only 
have one chance to regain the HOPE 
scholarship if it is lost. 

The changes to the HOPE schol-
arship have the biggest impact on 
future college students. High school 
students will now be required to have 
a 3.7 grade point average and a 1200 
on the SAT in order to become Zell 
Miller Scholars and earn a full ride 
scholarship. A full ride is also avail-
able for every valedictorian and sa-
lutatorian in the state. Students must 
keep a 3.3 grade point average in col-
lege to maintain the scholarship.  

The bill will now go to Gov. Na-
than Deal to be signed. 

During Senate debate on Tues-

day, many students gathered in front 
of the Capitol to protest the changes. 
Several college students were also 
thrown out of the Senate gallery after 
disrupting the proceedings. 

Many Democrats in the Senate 
believe that the new cuts will hurt 
minorities and students from low-
income families. Georgia State soph-
omore Erycha Medeiros agrees that 
students coming from low-income 
families will be affected the most by 
the new bill. 

“Anytime you take away free ed-
ucation it will impact students with 
lower incomes the most,” she said.

Medeiros believes that because 
of the new requirements for high 
school students, less people will go to 
college.

“People with a GPA of 3.7 would 
look into Ivy League schools, they 
wouldn’t stay here. So the students 
who need the education will not re-
ceive it and it can hurt our economy 
in the future because less people will 
be going to college,” she said. 

For many students like junior 
Mathew Simmonds, HOPE is their 
only ticket to college.

“A lot of people wouldn’t go 
to college if it weren’t for HOPE. I 
couldn’t be here without HOPE. It is 
my gateway to college,” he said. 

After hearing about the newest 
changes to HOPE, Simmonds decid-
ed to join the Black Student Alliance, 
an organization that is holding meet-
ings on the HOPE changes. 

Many other student organiza-
tions at Georgia State, like the Stu-
dent Government Association, have 
lobbied for weeks to protest the pro-
posed changes. 

The SGA organized and took 

Changes to HOPE fly through the Georgia capitol

part in several collaborative ef-
forts with various organizations and 
schools across Georgia. 

On Feb. 23, SGA members met 
with several Democratic senators to 
voice the concerns and issues of the 
student body. Elise Laplante, Execu-
tive Vice President of the SGA, says 
the meeting helped give them insight 
on the changes to the HOPE scholar-
ship and the direction of the debate.

“We got information that we 

wouldn’t be privileged to otherwise 
so we could better inform the stu-
dents,” she said.

The rally held at the Capitol on 
March 2 also gave the SGA an op-
portunity to meet with senators and 
voice concerns. While students were 
rallying outside the capitol, Laplante 
and five other SGA members went 
inside and attempted to meet with 
every member on subcommittee for 
higher education. 

The SGA also gathered, with-
in three days, nearly 100 feedback 
forms about HOPE that were sent to 
the governor’s desk. 

Laplante is disappointed with 
how the General Assembly still in-
tends to make changes to HOPE, but 
is proud of the student effort to rally 
against the changes.

““I have such immeasurable 
appreciation for students trying to 
do something about Hope. Students 
need to remember how empowered 
they are,” she said. 

SGA President James Dut-
ton was at the Capitol every day 
for nearly two weeks to meet with 
senators, members of the subcom-
mittee on higher education and Gov. 
Deal to lobby for the SGA’s proposed 
changes. The plan included various 
measures to ensure that students 

were not as negatively impacted. 
For example, proposals were made 
for higher student accountability of 
grades. Laplante and Dutton argued 
that these changes would positively 
impact other areas such as gradua-
tion rates. Another important part of 
the proposal was grandfathering in 
current recipients of HOPE. 

Dutton was disappointed in the 
lack of compromise to ensure stu-
dents were not severely impacted.

“All options should have been 
considered. Compromises could 
have been made to save money and 
students would not be impacted as 
negatively,” he said. 

Dutton fears that the new plan 
for the HOPE scholarship will hurt 
students coming from low-income 
families in Georgia.

“The students of Georgia saw 
HOPE as a way out of poverty. In the 
cycle of poverty Hope was the way to 
get out. Now kids will have no way to 
get out,” he said. 

The spring town hall meeting 
on March 22 will give students an 
opportunity to learn about the impli-
cations of new changes. Democratic 
representatives and representatives 
from Admissions and Financial Aid 
will be present to discuss the next 
step for students. 

By MISHALL REHMAN
Associate News Editor
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Students inside the Capitol held signs before they were taken by police.
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Students protest the changes to HOPE outside the Capitol.



As part of Georgia State’s re-
cently announced strategic plan, the 
existing Honors Program will be 
transformed into an Honors College. 
The program is actively searching for 
the founding Dean for the Honors 
College. 

The transition from being a pro-
gram to its own college is a result of 
the Honors Program’s increasing 
growth over the past few years. Cur-
rently, 1,200 Georgia State students 
are members of the Honors Program. 
In fall 2010, almost 200 incoming 
freshmen were admitted into the 
program with an average SAT score 
of 1314 and an average high school 

GPA of 3.8. 
The Honors College proposal 

has been endorsed by Georgia State 
President Mark Becker, the Provost 
and the University Senate. 

The Honors College will pro-
vide additional curricula and expand 
current curricula throughout the 
university. The Honors College will 
also gain a new and enhanced cam-
pus location as well as more scholar-
ship opportunities for its students.

The program has reviewed a 
pool of candidates, conducted pre-
liminary interviews and selected four 
potential candidates for on-campus 
interviews. Candidates and are set to 
give a public presentation this week.

All presentations will be held in 
room 124 of the Parker H. Petit Sci-

ence Center at 11 a.m.
Christopher Snyder, director of 

the Honors Program at Marymount 
University in Virginia, was the first 
candidate to present on Monday.

T. Christopher Jespersen, Dean 
of the College of the Arts at North 
Georgia College and State University, 
will present on Tuesday.

Maxine Atkinson, head of North 
Carolina State University’s Depart-
ment of Sociology and Anthropology, 
will present on Thursday.

Larry Berman, University of 
California political science professor, 
will present last on Friday.

The Honors Program was 
founded in 1975 in the College of Arts 
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The Georgia State Student Gov-
ernment Association has began their 
election process for the 2011-2012 
academic year. 

The official candidate list is ex-
pected to be released this week after 
the Mandatory Candidate Orienta-
tion, according to SGA Elections as-
sistant Tiffany Butts. 

Mandatory Candidate Orienta-
tions were held March 10 and 11.

SGA campaigning officially be-
gan March 13 and will continue until 
March 25. Voting will begin at mid-
night March 21 and end at midnight 
March 25. 

During the campaigns and elec-
tions, the SGA will host events to in-
volve and inform the student body.

On March 15, the SGA candi-
dates will be in the Courtyard from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to answer students’ 
questions and to campaign. 

On March 17, the Student Gov-
ernment Association will host a de-
bate in the Urban Life Auditorium, 
room 220. Students will be able to 

meet the candidates in person and 
participate in the debate.

Students can vote via the Stu-
dent Government Association web-
site or at polling booths in Library 
Plaza on March 22 and March 23 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The following positions will be 
open for elections: President, Execu-
tive Vice President, Vice President 
for Academic Affairs, Vice President 
for Budget and Finance, Vice Presi-
dent for Public Relations, Vice Presi-
dent for Student Life and Vice Presi-
dent for Student Services. 

Senator positions will also open 
for the College of Arts and Sciences, 
the Andrew Young School of Policy 
Studies, the College of Education, 
the College of Education, the College 
of Health and Sciences, the J. Mack 
Robinson College of Business, the 
College of Law and for undeclared 
majors. 

Candidates for the President 
and Vice President position must 
have a minimum cumulative GPA 
of 3.0. Vice Presidents must have a 
minimum cumulative GPA of 2.7 and 
senators must have at least a 2.5 GPA.   

SGA Elections now underway

In the span of ten days, two 
Georgia State students were robbed 
at gunpoint. 

According to University Police 
reports, an unidentified black male 
approached a female Georgia State 
student after leaving an event at the 
Rialto Theatre on Feb. 26 at 9:10 
p.m. 

The man had a black handgun 
and demanded that the student give 
him her wallet. She gave him $20 
and the man left on foot. She was 
robbed around the area of Auburn 
Avenue and Courtland Street. 

The man was described as 
wearing a blue and white shirt, blue 
jeans, white shoes, a black hat and 
fake metal teeth in his mouth. 

On March 7, another armed 
robbery was reported to the Georgia 
State University Police at 5:07 p.m. 

Georgia State student Da-
vid White was approached by an 
armed, unidentified black male. The 
man demanded the student hand 
over his cell phone and wallet.

The man was described as be-
ing six feet tall and wearing a dark 
jacket, baggy blue jeans and gold 
teeth with rhinestones in his mouth. 
The robbery occurred at Coca Cola 
Place and Pratt Street. 

Both victims gave similar de-
scriptions of the suspect. 

“I don’t want to feel like my 
safety is in jeopardy. And I don’t 
think any other student should feel 
that way either,” Georgia State se-
nior Samantha Caselli told 11Alive. 

On March 8, a man was ar-
rest on charges of robbing another 
MARTA passenger after leaving 
the King Memorial station. Police 
suspect that the man may also be re-
sponsible for David White’s robbery 
the day before. 

Students with smartphones targets for robbery
By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor

The description given by White 
matches the matches the man in 
his early 20s who was arrested on 
March 8. 

In the span of a month, four 
Georgia State students have had 
their smartphones taken from them 
either by threat or snatching--three 
iPhones and a Motorola Droid X.   

Georgia State Deputy Chief 
Carlton Mullis told the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution that students 
are often unaware of the their sur-
roundings, using their phones or 
listening to music while walking 
around campus, putting them at fur-
ther risk. 

“The challenge we face at GSU 
is the campus is downtown Atlanta” 
leaving the campus more vulnerable 
because of the lack of clear property 
boundaries, Mullis said.

On Feb. 15, a suspect was ar-
rested after a police offer saw him 
shove 21-year-old Georgia State stu-
dent Travis Baker on Broad Street. 

According to the police report, Bak-
er told police that the suspect, Mar-
quavaeous Levon Gray, demanded 
Baker hand over his iPhone, saying 
that he had a gun in his pocket. 

Deputy Chief Carlton Mullis 
said that Gray and the other man 
are suspected in the other two rob-
beries. On Feb. 6, Joshua Lillvis was 
talking on his iPhone while walking 
down Decatur Street when two men 
approached him, demanding his 
phone. On Feb. 14, Stephanie Junca 
had her iPhone snatched on the cor-
ner of Courtland and Gilmer Streets 
by a man who jumped into a waiting 
Lexus. On Feb. 15, another suspect 
grabbed Veronica Rivera’s iPhone 
while she was using it. 

In response to the string of 
armed robberies, the Georgia State 
University Police have increased 
their visibility on campus with foot 
and bike patrols for increased stu-
dent safety. 

By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor

Honors program searching for Dean of 
newly announced Honors College

JUDY KIM | SIGNAL
Honors student and psychology major Ashley Watson studies in the 
Honors lounge room.

By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor
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Students sign up at a Mandatory Candidate Orientation.

DAVE CONNER | FLICKR
University Police are investigating a series of smartphone robberies.
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MARCH 2, 2011

URBAN LIFE: Officers arrested a Non-Georgia State individual 
for Failure to Leave Campus. At 9:45 a.m., officers observed 
the individual sleeping next to a vending machine. Officers 
confirmed multiple active Criminal Trespass Warnings. He was 
arrested, processed and transported to Fulton County Jail.

DAHLBERG HALL: Officers issued a Georgia State student a 
Criminal Trespass Warning. At 3:20 p.m., officers were advised 
the individual entered the Welcome Center, demanding to see 
President Becker. He was highly agitated and was speaking in 
a loud and threatening tone. He was issued a Criminal Trespass 
Warning for Dahlberg Hall and was escorted from the building 
without incident. 

MARCH 4, 2011

ONE PARK TOWER: A report was filed for Theft. The 
complainant, a Georgia State staff member, stated that at 7:45 
a.m., he noticed multiple items were missing from his cubicle. 
The case is being handled by Investigations.

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION: A report was filed for Theft. The 
complainant, a Georgia State staff member, stated that at 
3:00 p.m., she noticed a mop bucket was missing and later 
located at Barbra Asher Square. The case is being handled by 
Investigations. 

MARCH 6, 2011

UNIVERSITY LOFTS: Officers arrested a Non-Georgia State 
individual on an Agency Assist. At 9:15 p.m. officers smelled an 
odor of marijuana and made contact with the individuals in the 
room. Officers observed a small bag of suspected marijuana. 
Officers then conducted a Georgia Crime Information Center 
check that confirmed an active warrant on one of the individuals. 
Two of the individuals were issued a Criminal Trespass Warning 
and were escorted off campus without incident. The other 
individual was issued a Criminal Trespass Warning and was 
arrested, processed and transported to Fulton County Jail.

MARCH 7, 2011

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION: A report was filed for Theft. The 
complainant, a Georgia State staff member, stated that at 8:30 
a.m., she noticed her computer was missing. The case is being 
handled by Investigations. 

UNIVERSITY COMMONS: A report was filed for Theft. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 1:34 
p.m., she noticed her debit card was missing and confirmed 
multiple fraudulent transactions. The case is being handled by 
Investigations. 

MARCH 8, 2011

DAHLBERG HALL: Officers arrested a Non-Georgia State 
individual for Trespass after Receiving Prior Notice.  At 3:13 p.m., 
officers responded to a suspicious person call and confirmed 
the individual had an active Criminal Trespass Warning. He was 
arrested, processed and transported to Fulton County Jail.

CLASSROOM SOUTH: Officers issued a Non-Georgia State 
individual a Criminal Trespass Warning. At 9:06 a.m., officers 
were advised the individual reached under the bathroom stall 
and grabbed a student’s leg. She was issued a Criminal Trespass 
Warning and was escorted off campus without incident. 

MARCH 9, 2011

UNIVERSITY LOFTS: A report was filed for Assault.  The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 12:30 a.m., 
she and her boyfriend, who is also a Georgia State student, had 
a physical altercation. Both individuals refused to press charges. 
The case is being handled by Investigations. 

GSURC 2011
GEORGIA STATE

UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH CONFERENCE

Undergraduate students from 25 departments will
 present their scholarly and creative projects as posters,

 oral presentations, and artistic displays

Student Presentations • 9-11:15 a.m.

Keynote Address
Dr. Timothy Bartness

Regents’ Professor of Biology

Speaker’s Auditorium • 11:30-12:15 p.m.

Date of Event:
MARCH 16, 2011

Event Location
Student Center

The Georgia Board of Regents 
was cleared on charges of copyright 
infringement by the 11th Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Atlanta on Feb. 
24.

The court found that the Board 
of Regents would not pay monetary 
damages to the National Association 
of Boards of Pharmacy on grounds of 
sovereign immunity. 

The NABP first filled suit against 
the Board of Regents for alleged 
copyright infringement of two Uni-
versity of Georgia pharmacy profes-
sors in August 2007. The NABP found 
in the 1995 that pharmacy professor 
Flynn Warren was gathering actual 
questions from the North American 
Pharmacist Licensure Examination, 
a test developed by the NABP. War-
ren used these questions to teach his 
class and prepare his students for the 
exam. The NABP approached War-
ren and the Board of Regents and 
settled an agreement with them.

In 2007, the NABP learned that 
Warren, along with another UGA 
pharmacy professor, Henry Cobb, 
was once again collecting questions 
from the exam for his students. War-
ren would allegedly ask students who 
recently took the test to send him 
questions they remembered from 
the exam. The NABP temporarily 
stopped administrating the test after 

Board of Regents cleared of charges in court

learning about Warren’s alleged be-
havior.

 On Aug. 3 that year, the NABP 
filed suit for damages and injunctive 
relief against the Board of Regents as 
well as Warren and Cobb. The suit 
was filed on three counts of copy-
right infringement, misappropria-
tion of trade secrets and breach of 
contract. The district court issued a 
temporary restraining order on the 
request of the NABP and the Univer-
sity of Georgia College of Pharmacy 
was searched for any material con-
taining questions from the national 
pharmacy exam. 

The district court dismissed the 
case on Aug. 20, claiming that the 
Eleventh Amendment did not permit 
it to hear the case. On May 12, 2008, 
the case was appealed by the NABP 

and taken to the Superior Court in 
Fulton County. It ultimately made 
its way to the federal appeals court 
in Atlanta. The rulings by the feder-
al appeal court stood by the district 
court and dismissed claims for dam-
ages against the Board of Regents. 

According to an article in the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, War-
ren was popular among students 
and many came to him for help be-
fore taking the pharmacy licensing 
exam. Warren retired from teaching 
in 2007. 

The NABP filed a separate suit 
for breach of contract against War-
ren in the Superior Court of Fulton 
County. This case and other claims 
for damages are still pending against 
him. 

GEORGIA BOARD OF REGENTS
The Board of Regents has been cleared of copyright infringement 
charges.

By MISHALL REHMAN
Associate News Editor
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Over spring break, students re-
ceived an alert concerning a crime on 
campus. Keeping students safe is an 
issue at all colleges and universities. 
A professor at Sam Houston State 
University in Texas recently con-
ducted a survey showing that a ma-
jority of students are not comfortable 
with the option of legal concealed 
weapons on their campus. 

The survey was conducted in re-
sponse to a proposed bill in the Texas 
Legislature permitting students to 
carry concealed weapons while at 
school, except at sporting events. 
According to a press release by Mar-
ketwire, this bill would apply to all 
public colleges and universities in 
Texas if passed. Private institutions 
would have the choice to opt out of 
Senate Bill 354, depending upon the 
wishes of students, faculty and staff 
at their institution. 

Bouffard’s results show that the 
majority of students surveyed were 
not happy with the option to carry 
weapons. Bouffard and his colleagues 
surveyed 1,317 students at Sam Hous-
ton State University and 375 at Wash-
ington University. The scale used was 
zero to 100, with zero being the most 
uncomfortable. 

According to the press release, 
in Texas, the average student report-
ed a 39 percent comfort level with 
the idea of concealed weapons on the 
campus. Ten percent of students re-

ported they were “very comfortable” 
with allowing concealed handguns 
on campus, while 23 percent of stu-
dents indicated they were “not com-
fortable at all” with the idea.

The researchers found similar 
results in Washington, where the 
average student reported a 33 per-
cent comfort level with the idea of 
concealed weapons on the campus. 
27 percent of students were “not 
comfortable at all” with concealed 
weapons on campus. Eight percent of 
students said they were “very com-
fortable” with guns on campus.

Georgia State students frequent-
ly receive e-mails regarding armed 
robberies occurring on campus. With 
increasing enrollment and expan-
sion of the campus, safety is always a 
top priority. However, students have 
varying thoughts about carrying con-
cealed weapons on Georgia State’s 
campus. 

“I get what they’re saying, 
but you’re at a school,” said Curtis 
Barrett. Barrett has worked at the 
Georgia State Bookstore as a trade 
manager since 2002. He wondered 
about the possibility of people hav-
ing weapon permits in high schools 
as well. 

Fellow Georgia State Bookstore 
employee Brian Penn agreed with 
Barrett. Penn has worked at the uni-
versity since 2000 and said he walks 
around at night, rides MARTA at 
night and does not feel like he needs 
a weapon to defend himself. 

“What is the purpose,” he said. 

“Why do people need weapons on 
campus?”

On the other hand, junior mar-
keting major Abby Bradley said she 
would use a gun to defend herself if 
she felt it was necessary.

“I think that the people that will 
use them the wrong way won’t have 
a permit. If I have a permit for my 
gun, I can and will protect myself,” 
she said.

While this bill is only proposed 
in Texas, it raises a question to col-
lege campuses nationwide. The 
Georgia State Police force sponsors 
many programs to keep the univer-
sity community safe. These services 
include campus-wide patrols, es-
cort services and crime prevention, 
among others. 

“I would want to use my gun 
safely, but I know that most people 
would take advantage of the privi-
lege. They would see it as a bigger 
way to end an argument,” Bradley 
said.

Kristal Perkins, a sixteen-year 
member of the Georgia State Uni-
versity Police does not feel like guns 
should be allowed on campuses. Per-
kins is currently a Sergeant assigned 
to the Crime Prevent Unit.

“This is my personal opinion, 
not that of the Chief, or school. I 
personally don’t want guns in our 
buildings …, “she said. “Colleges and 
universities should be a learning en-
vironment and not a war zone.”

According to Perkins as of June 
8, 2010 the Georgia Law regard-

Students believe concealed weapons on campus not a good idea

ing guns on college and university 
campuses was updated. The code 
0CGA16-11-127.1 says that guns on 
campuses are not allowed inside 
buildings but are allowed in park-
ing decks inside a concealed, locked 
compartment of a vehicle. 

Perkins said she is not against 
guns, but she does not know if a 
school learning facility is the place 
for them. Students can find more 
information about guns, and other 
weapons, on campus in the student 
and employee handbooks. 

EDUCATION NEWS COLORADO
Recently, Texas passed a law allowing concealed weapons on college 
campuses; Georgia State students don’t like the idea of a similar law 
being in place in Georgia.

By NICOLE SCHIMMEL
Staff Writer

Georgia Rep. Ed Rynders (R-
Albany) has filed a resolution that 
would prohibit the Board of Regents 
from increasing tuition and fees at 
rates that exceed inflation without 
the approval of the General Assem-
bly. 

House Resolution 383 calls for 
an amendment to the Georgia Con-
stitution that will require a two-
thirds vote in both the House and 
Senate before going to voters in No-
vember 2012. 

“Everybody has pains and all 
agencies are dealing with issues,” 
said Rep. Rynders. “The regents can’t 
just pass this on to the students.”

Tuition increases for the re-
search universities in the University 
System of Georgia increase this aca-
demic year by 16 percent. Tuition at 
two-year colleges increased by about 
4 percent. 

The Board of Regents, which is 
responsible for setting tuition at the 
35 campuses it oversees, have stated 
that they have been forced to in-
crease tuition because of the rapid in-
creased enrollment and cuts of state 
funding caused by the recession. 

Deal’s proposed budget cuts for 
the fiscal year 2011 which begins this 
July would cut approximately $300 
million out of the University System 

of Georgia funds over the next 18 
months. 

“We look forward to discussing 
this initiative with the appropriate 
committee members and other mem-
bers of the House at the appropriate 
time,” said Board of Regents spokes-
man, John MIllsaps. 

“We’ve seen tuition increased 
by nearly 250 percent just over the 
last 10 years. I think when start talk-
ing about the HOPE scholarship, the 
two things you have to look at are 
the number of students receiving the 
HOPE and tuition,” said Rep. Ryn-
ders. 

“They’ll be at least able to count 
on exactly how much [tuition] is go-
ing to cost them. They’ll be able to 
plan for their future,” said Rynders. 

“When two-thirds of our stu-
dents lose the HOPE scholarship, 
I wonder if they can’t afford to stay 
in college after that because of high 
tuition. I think we need to have that 
discussion,” he added. 

Board of Regents member, Phil-
ip Wilheit, stated that he is against 
the resolution. 

“There’s a reason that there’s a 
separation between the political bod-
ies and the regents,” said Wilheit.

“I don’t think long term that 
would be in the best interest of the 
University System of Georgia to have 
politicos setting tuition or being in-
volved in that,” Wilheit stated. 

Albany lawmaker files resolution to limit tuition hikes

“With a growing system like we 
have, from what I have seen, the re-
gents have been very responsible in 
what they have done as far as tuition 
increases. There’s a group out there 
that seems to think they raise tuition 
any time they want because it’s cov-
ered by the HOPE scholarship. That 

really wasn’t the case. The increases 
that we had were really very compet-
itive with what the rest of the coun-
try was doing,” he said. 

To pass the measure, Rynders 
needs 120 votes in the House. 

The resolution could face trou-
ble in the Senate, however, that has 

already expressed that tuition at 
Georgia universities is too cheap. 

However, Rynder is confident 
that his resolution will pass.

“I’m optimistic. I’m over 100 
signatures right now,” Rynders said.

AKEEM MASON | SIGNAL
Film major Matt Dickstein logs onto his computer to pay for his upcoming tuition and fees.

By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor



and Sciences. The Honors Program 
transformed into a university-wide 
program in 2007.

In 2007, the Honors Program 
served 600 students and served 1,000 
in 2010.

The program joins with the Of-
fice of Admissions to recruit top-
achieving incoming students. The 
program also coordinates with the 
University Assistantship program to 
place Honors students in research 
positions on campus. 

In the “Recommendation for the 
Creation of the Honors College,” the 
program outlines three main reasons 
why the Honors College is needed at 
Georgia State. 

First, the ratio of students in the 
program to faculty is inadequate for 
the current size of the program.

Second, the program’s “place-
ment at the end of a floor of [the] Uni-

versity Center shared with sororities 
and fraternities sends the message 
that high-ability students are not one 
of GSU’s priorities.”

Third, the financial aid resourc-
es the program can offer to potential 
high-ability freshman students are 
inadequate.

“Merely relabeling GSU’s Hon-
ors Program as an “Honors College” 
will not solve these problems. The 
Committee recommends that GSU 
transform its Honors Program into 
an Honors College but only if this 
transformation is accompanied by 
an increase in continuing resources 
sufficient to meet these three chal-
lenged,” says the recommendation.

The recommendation also gives 
suggestion as to where the Honors 
College could be located: the seventh 
floor of the General Classroom Build-
ing or the top floor of Alumni Hall, 
since both are expected to vacated in 
2012 as the university begins to oc-
cupy the SunTrust Building.
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Take a deep breath, we have your 
future covered!

Come to the
School of Health Professions

Division of Respiratory Therapy Open House
for the B.S. and M.S. degree options

Wednesday, March 30, 2011
3:00 to 4:30 p.m.

Sinclair Suite, Student Center

Respiratory Therapy is a healthcare specialty focusing on:
  prevention diagnosis
  treatment  management

  rehabilitation of patients with breathing
  or other cardiopulmonary disorders.

Learn emergency care and long-term respiratory treatments
Train for a rewarding and life-giving career!

RSVP by March 25, 2011
Call (404) 413-1225 College of Health and Human Sciences

>> HONORS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

The Georgia state House passed 
House Bill 87, the Illegal Immigra-
tion and Reform Act of 2011, on Mar. 
3. This law, sponsored by Representa-
tive Matt Ramsey (R-Peachtree City), 
has been compared to a similar law 
Arizona passed last year. 

The 113-56 vote includes new 
provisions for job seekers. Under the 
new law, presenting false documen-
tation is a felony that may include up 
to 15 years in prison and a $250,000 
fine. 

Like the Arizona law, police of-
ficers have the authority to validate 
immigration statuses of individuals 
when enforcing other laws. For in-
stance, if a violator is pulled over for 
speeding, and the police have reason 
to believe that they are not legal, they 
may check the violator’s status. Un-
der the new legislation, those who 
move or house undocumented im-
migrants will be tried and punished 
as well. Transporting seven or fewer 
undocumented immigrants is a mis-
demeanor, and may result in a fine 
of up to $1,000 and/or 12 months in 
prison. Punishments increase if more 
than one offense is committed. 

On her website, State Repre-
sentative Charlice Byrd said, “The 
incompetence of the federal govern-
ment costs Georgia more than $2.4B/
per year according to the American 
Federation for American Immigra-
tion Reform.  The fiscal burdens 
created by illegals directly impacts 
the cornerstone services our state 
provides its citizens and the level at 
which they are provided.  These ser-
vices impact education, healthcare 
and law enforcement/corrections.”

Though the law’s intent is to pre-

vent undocumented workers from 
getting tax benefits, the law’s mostly 
Democratic opponents, including the 
Mexican ambassador, believe that 
this may lead to racial profiling and 
keep foreign businesses and tourism 
out of Georgia. 

Many employers already use E-
Verify, an optional system that gives 
employers the ability to check work 
eligibility. The U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security operates E-Ver-
ify. A mandate to use E-Verify that 
passed in 2006 applied to only to 
businesses seeking government con-
tracts. 

“When we use E-Verify, it takes 
minutes and it solves problems down 
the road, but now, illegal workers can 
leave us and go get hired by some-
one else down the road who doesn’t 
verify. We are concerned about losing 
American jobs because illegal immi-
grants are taking jobs illegally,” Tea 
Party member Denise Ogio told the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution.

“I don’t agree with the probable 
cause section of the law because it 
will lead to racial profiling.  Just be-
cause someone is of another race, it 
does not mean that they are illegal. 
Where is the line drawn when look-
ing for probable cause and racism?” 
said Georgia State sophomore Stacy 
Williams.

“This law is messed up! You 
can’t just look at somebody and say 
whether or not they’re legal or ille-
gal! I know the economy is really bad, 
but I think that corporate America is 
looking out for their own. I know that 
in Mexico corporate businesses have 
been buying up all their croplands 
and we’re putting all these farm-
ers out of work and we keep telling 
people to come to America. These 
people say that we have jobs, but 

Georgia passes new 
immigrant law

then the people come here to work, 
and we punish them? It’s BS. This 
law is going to create racial injustice 
and police will pull over people who 
they think fit the illegal stereotype, 
such as Latinos. It will cause chaos. 
And for what?” said junior Priscilla 
Stewart.

“I’m for the part about enforc-
ing the law on illegal workers, but 
not the housing immigrants part. 
It is too vague,” said student Blake 
Poppell “What if you see a starving 
person on the street? Would you get 
into trouble with the law for helping 
them out?”

“That’s wrong because children 
who are in America illegally don’t 
get a choice as to whether they come 
here. They’ll go to jail and they don’t 
even know what’s going on,” said stu-
dent Mari Emory.

“I just think that there are peo-
ple who are trying to make a better 
life for themselves and it’s a long pro-

WITCHIA-KANSAS REVIEW
Students and citizens alike protest the state’s proposed immigration 
bill.

JOEFF DAVIS | CREATIVE LOAFING
Lawmakers focused on the new immigration law as students and other supporters and non supporters 
protested outside the Capitol.

cess to get papers,” said student Mo-
nique Joseph.

Recently, a Georgia man was 
sentenced to four years in federal 
prison. Zhong Liang Li headed a 
small group that placed ads in Chi-
nese-language newspapers promis-
ing driver’s licenses to people who 
did not have proper documents. He 
then paid a Driver Services examiner 

to make the licenses, many of which 
included fake information. Three 
other men involved received jail time 
as well. 

This law follows a decision made 
by the Board of Regents last October 
banning undocumented immigrants 
from attending six universities in 
Georgia, including Georgia State. 

By SUCHI SAJJA
Staff Writer
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“The notable lack of a grandfathering 
provision into the Zell Miller Scholarship 
is the worst part of this horrid piece of 
legislation.”

Chris Shattuck
Opinions Editor

cjsuainc@gmail.com

With Gov. Deal’s HOPE bill now 
freshly pressed into the law books, 
many students dependent on the 
scholarship are left wondering how 
the changes will affect them. Sadly, for 
many, the new HOPE law betrays the 
core promise of the scholarship itself.

Over the years, thousands of 
students have come to put their faith in 
one of the largest and most successful 
scholarships in the entire country. 
The changes negatively alter HOPE’s 
legacy, namely, that working hard and 
maintaining a “B” average throughout 
high school and college meant the state 
would have your back and pay your 
way. 

As with all legislation, but 
especially an important bill like this, 
the people have a right to know what 
they’re getting. In its current state, 
this new law will have truly tragic 
consequences for thousands of present 
and future college students. 

From the beginning, the 
exceptional speed this bill took 
through the legislature should make 
anyone worried. From its surprise 
announcement in the Student Center 
to its quick passage in both the House 
and Senate two weeks later, this bill has 
moved at political light speed.

Unlike other controversial bills 
this year, such as the much-publicized 
“Sunday Sales” bill that gained some 
early momentum but has since died in 
committee, Gov. Deal’s HOPE bill was 
fast-tracked into a vote, likely to limit 
debate and stifle public opposition.

Indeed, two weeks of discussion 
from start to finish on such an 
influential bill set to go into effect 
immediately is not enough time 
to fully comprehend the potential 
repercussions and consequences of the 
law on Georgia’s educational system.

The bill will tie tuition payment to 
income received by the lottery instead 
of tuition increases. This year that 
figure comes to only 90 percent of in-
state tuition.

However, since HOPE 
expenditures will now be tied to lottery 
income, in the near future, HOPE will 
pay for an even smaller portion of 
tuition as tuition increases.  Who knows 
what the average HOPE recipient will 
get two or three years from now?

As tuition is likely to increase by 
double-digit percentages over the next 
year at universities across the state, 
HOPE will no longer continue to cover 

these costs, leaving Georgia college 
students on the hook for thousands of 
dollars.

But what about Gov. Deal’s 
vaunted new “Zell Miller Scholarship”? 

That’s hardly a “full ride” either. 
The privileged few who will qualify 
for the Zell Miller Scholarship with 
its lofty requirements, including a 3.7 
GPA and a 1200 score on the verbal and 
math portions of the SAT, will still have 
to worry about paying for thousands 
of dollars in books and fees over the 
course of a year. 

While these costs may seem 
nominal, consider the fact that Georgia 
still has a 10.2 percent unemployment 
rate according to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, with many families 
unable to make even the most basic 
payments, much less afford to put 
one or more of their children through 
college.

Part of the promise of the HOPE 
scholarship was that it was open to 
everyone who met its moderate yet fair 
qualification for entry: a 3.0 GPA. Now, 
only a privileged few will be able to 
live up to those standards with the new 
restrictions for the “complete” version 
of HOPE, while the rural, lower class 
pays the way. 

For students from Georgia’s rural 
counties, which receive considerably 
less funding for education in high 
school than metro counties based on 
the state’s annual QBE (Quality Basic 
Education) funding formula, only a few 
students out of thousands will qualify 
for the Zell Miller Scholarship. 

Furthermore, according to Sen. 
Emanuel Jones, D-Decatur, only 
about 1 percent of black students in 
Georgia will qualify for the Zell Miller 
Scholarship. 

It seems that the changes to the 
HOPE scholarship program have 
been placed squarely on the backs of 
minority and rural students.

Even for exceptional students who 
have risen above their circumstances 
and worked diligently to improve their 
grades since high school, HOPE will 
not completely pay their tuition. 

Indeed, one of the worst parts 
about this atrocious legislation is that 
it fails to protect hard-working college 
students who may have struggled in 
high school for whatever reason but 
have improved in college. 

Deal’s HOPE no 
deal for students

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Cowardice from the legislature
As Georgia State’s student newspaper, 

The Signal primarily serves to inform the 
student body about newsworthy or important 
events that occur on campus or affect the 
Georgia State community. 

On Feb. 22, Gov. Nathan Deal made 
a very newsworthy and important 
announcement that revealed his half-baked 
plan for the struggling HOPE scholarship in 
the Student Center. After all, it isn’t every day 
that the governor comes to your campus! 

None of Georgia State’s student media 
organizations were informed of Gov. Deal’s 
visit. We found out the same way as most 
students did: by watching or reading the 
news.

Later, The Signal learned that student 
media organizations were purposely left 
out of the press conference out of fear that 
students might come to protest upon learning 
of Gov. Deal’s reason for a visit. It seems that 
Gov. Deal and his public relations posse knew 
the proposal would not go over well with 
students and, indeed, it has not.

In addition to serving as an information 
source for the student body, The Signal 
also serves as a learning tool for those who 

wish to venture into the world of mass 
communication after leaving Georgia State. 
The Signal, along with the other student 
media organizations, provides a valuable 
opportunity for students to gain experience 
to utilize in the future for their chosen 
careers. 

Certainly, there could have been no 
better opportunity to gain real experience 
than covering the governor’s press 
conference on our campus. 

Furthermore, there is no doubt that 
President Mark Becker was well aware of the 
governor’s pending visit. As the president 
of this university, President Becker should 
act in the best educational interests of 
Georgia State’s students. By allowing covert 
and secretive press conferences to exclude 
the student media on our own campus, 
President Becker and the Georgia State 
administration are not allowing its student 
media organizations the full potential to gain 
experience and learn. 

Exclusion from this important and 
impacting press conference is an insult 
to both Georgia State’s student media 
organizations and the student body itself. 

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD reflects the majority opinion of the Editorial Board
of The Signal, but not necessarily the opinions of individual editors.
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No-fly zone needed for Libya
Earlier this month, Secretary 

of State Hilary Clinton said that a 
no-fly zone is under “active consid-
eration” for Libya as rebel groups 
and civilians continue to fight for the 
end of Muammar el Gaddafi’s four 
decade long regime. 

While debates continue in 
Washington about implementing 
a no-fly zone, the people of Libya 
continue to come under attack by 
a despotic ruler who is determined 
to not go without a bloody fight. 
The most recent reports by human 
rights groups claim that thousands 
of people have been killed as of 
March 8, although the exact number 
of fatalities under Gaddafi’s reign 
of terror is unknown. Currently, 
the International Criminal Court is 
investigating Gaddafi and his sons 
for human rights violations.

Issuing a no-fly zone for Libya 
is imperative. Most of the rebels are 
under -equipped to handle Gaddafi 
and his heavily armed troops and 
the situation in Libya does not look 
promising without the help of the 
U.S. 

Unlike the events in Tunisia 
and Egypt, the Libyan government is 
more than willing to allow innocent 

“The U.S. should use its power to 
step in and ensure that thousands 
of innocent lives are not lost 
during this intense revolution.”

Annabella Jean-Laurent
Associate Campus Life Editor

annabellajeanlaurent@gmail.com

civilians to die just to prove a point. 
To allow these people and a group of 
bold but dangerously outnumbered 
rebels fight Gaddafi on their own is a 
widespread bloody massacre waiting 
to happen.

President Clinton has even 
stated he favors a no-fly zone act and 
recalls that such efforts worked in 
both Bosnia and Iraq. Likewise, Sen. 
John Kerry (D-MA), in an editorial 
for The Washington Post published 
on March 11, urges the Obama 
administration to take action against 
Gaddafi and his regime.

I completely agree. The U.S. 
should use its power to step in and 
ensure that thousands of innocent 
lives are not lost during this intense 
revolution. We must let the people of 
Libya know that we are here to help 
them rather than sit back and simply 

wait for the inevitable violence and 
mass killings to occur.

Gaddafi is a shrewd and heart-
less leader who will take the Obama 
administration’s inaction as an 
opportunity to issue a widespread 
attack against the Libyan people. We 
must implement a no- fly zone im-
mediately to eliminate the possibil-
ity of Gaddafi using his air forces to 
commit large numbers of fatalities.

This will also send out a power-
ful message to the dictator that the 
U.S. and the international com-
munity as a whole will not tolerate 
senseless acts of violence against 
innocent lives. 

True, issuing a no fly-zone 
will not stop violence from ensuing 
on the ground, but it will give the 
people of Libya a fighting chance at a 
successful revolution. 

Rely on yourself, not APD, for protection
Who exactly, I’d like to know, 

is the Atlanta Police Department 
protecting?

On March 2, a friend and I were 
harassed and assaulted by a man in 
Little Five Points who was either 
out of his mind, on drugs or both. He 
tailed us through the neighborhood, 
threatening to kill us, and eventually 
hit my friend on the shoulder with a 
skateboard, hard enough to leave a 
lump the size of a softball. 

After we’d gotten to safety and 
calmed down, I called 911 to report 
the incident. I was put on hold.

When I finally got through to a 
real human being, several minutes, 
I might add, after the assailant had 
run off, she asked for a description 
and hung up after I gave it. No of-
ficers were sent to the scene.

The next day, I had an ap-
pointment at traffic court, which is 
located a few blocks from a high-
crime area of the city. Still shaken 
from the night before and not about 
to take any chances, I brought my 
Taser with me.

But when I attempted to 
enter the courthouse, I was told my 
weapon would be confiscated. When 
I asked if they could hold it for me 
at the entrance, a courtesy they 
extended to my bike lock, which was 
also in my backpack, they told me I 
was breaking the law. 

At this point, I broke down cry-
ing and explained the situation from 
the night before. The officers were 
unyielding, berating me and telling 
me my only option was to hide the 
weapon outside and retrieve it after 
my appointment. This seemed ex-
tremely unsafe — why hide a weapon 

“You have to be able to look 
out for yourself. Whether it’s a 
weapon or a self-defense class, 
have some way that you can 
defend yourself in a bad situation.”

Brooke Marshall
Copy Editor

brookepmarshall@gmail.com

in a bad neighborhood where it 
could easily be stolen and possibly 
used against an innocent person? — 
but they told me it was my only op-
tion and said they would arrest me if 
I continued my behavior. Without a 
choice, I handed over my Taser and 
went to my appointment.

I should clarify that isn’t my 
intent to vilify all police officers. In 
fact, I spoke with a very helpful offi-
cer outside of the Graveyard Tavern 
on March 5. He expressed sympathy 
for my experience and gave me ex-
cellent advice about self-protection. 
He recommended carrying either 
a handgun, Mace Pepper Foam or 
a Blackjack, a billy club that straps 
to your hand and can incapacitate 
an attacker with a single strategic 
strike.

But with this one exception, my 
confidence in the APD was severely 
shaken. Mine is not an isolated 
incident. Atlanta’s 911 center came 
under fire in summer 2009 after 
repeated complaints about delays 
in addressing emergencies. These 
complaints culminated in the firing 
of director Miles Butler, but the 
problem itself hasn’t been fixed.

If there aren’t enough 911 
dispatchers, more need to be hired. 
Period. There is no excuse for being 

put on hold in case of an emergency.
Additionally, members of the 

police force need to be reminded 
about who they’re supposed to 
protect and serve. Where were 
the tough cops threatening arrest 
on the night my friend and I were 
attacked? Who exactly are you pro-
tecting when you take away a single 
woman’s Taser? 

Which brings me to the most 
important lesson I took away from 
this experience: You have to be able 
to look out for yourself. Whether it’s 
a weapon or a self-defense class, you 
need to have some way that you can 
defend yourself in a bad situation. 

Be aware of your surroundings. 
If someone is giving you a creepy 
vibe, don’t be afraid to go some-
where you know is safe. It’s better to 
risk offending someone than to risk 
being attacked. 

Finally, if you see someone 
who looks like they’re in trouble, 
do something. In a city where the 
majority of police seem apathetic, it 
becomes the citizens’ job to look out 
for one another. 

So the next time you see some-
one in a bad situation, step up and 
say something. You never know who 
you might save.
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“I think they should be 
allowed to conceal non-lethal 
weapons like pepper spray but 
as far as guns and knives, no. 
I don’t think it would be very 
safe.”

Reagan Davis
Freshman, International Economics

and Jazz Guitar

“No, I don’t think so because it 
actually hurts the safety of the 
students because you don’t 
know who could be carrying 
or crazy. It could be the same 
as the Virginia Tech shooting, 
you just don’t know.”

Shequoriah Turner
Senior, Psychology

“I really don’t agree with it 
because there really is no 
need for weapons here, truth-
fully. I could see where people 
could argue for it because 
we’re in downtown Atlanta, 
but I really don’t think it’s 
needed as long as you stay in a 
well lit area.”

Patrick Trailer
Sophomore, Computer Science

“No, I don’t believe people 
know how to control their 
anger very well.”

Jessica Barber
Freshman, English

“I think it would be good in 
some respects to deter crime 
but, at the same time, I don’t 
want someone to decide to go 
crazy in the middle of class 
and shoot other people.”

Erin Lynley
Senior, International Economics

and Modern Language

“No, there are security guards 
here so I think that’s enough 
to protect me.”

Peter Kim
Sophomore, Accounting

As the law currently stands, 
even if a student currently in college 
has maintained a 4.0 GPA after 
graduating high school, they will 
have absolutely no hope of ever 
qualifying for the new Zell Miller 
Scholarship. Only students fortunate 
enough to have graduated with the 
necessary requirements years ago 
will be eligible.

The notable lack of a 
grandfathering provision into the 
Zell Miller Scholarship is the worst 
part of this legislation, and not only 
for college students. 

Tens of thousands of high 
school seniors graduating high 
school this year have predicated 
their college decisions on the 
expectation that HOPE would pay 

for the entirety of their tuition 
based on a 3.0 GPA. Depriving these 
students of this scholarship without 
fair warning or an opportunity to 
better their grades before graduation 
is the most striking manifestation of 
the apathetic and heartless attitudes 
legislators have exhibited. 

Speaking of high school, 
this new Zell Miller Scholarship 
will only exacerbate the already 
notorious problem of grade inflation. 
Now that high school students 
will have to get relatively difficult 
qualifications in order to receive 
the full version of HOPE, there 
is now incentive for teachers to 
award higher grades for slightly less 
deserving students. 

Furthermore, the higher GPA 
requirement for the Zell Miller 
Scholarship will only discourage 
high school students from taking 

harder honors and Advanced 
Placement courses in high school.

This problem will only continue 
into college as students feel even 
more pressure to maintain their 
grades and keep their scholarship.   

While it may be true that tough 
times call for tough measures, 
budget cuts shouldn’t be focused 
on educational programs like 
HOPE that will soon determine the 
economic competitiveness and civic 
education of the state’s up-and-
coming workforce. 

Making sure that as many 
students as possible can attend 
college should always be a priority 
for our government, even during 
tough economic times, because if 
we cut education now, we are only 
setting ourselves up for a future that 
is just a little bit less hopeful.

>> NO DEAL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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Last Thursday, Georgia State 
Sports announced that head football 
coach Bill Curry had suspended four 
Georgia State football players and 
dismissed one from the team for vio-
lations of Panther football rules. 

The punishment for each player 
varies, with the biggest blow coming 
from the penalty to last year’s start-
ing quarterback, Drew Little.

Little will miss all of spring 
practice, which includes the scrim-
mage game Apr. 14 as well as the first 
four games of the season.

Little will miss crucial match-
ups in those first four games that 
include home games against Clark 
Atlanta University and Colonial Ath-
letic Association rival Old Dominion 
University.

He will also be benched in the 
away games against Jacksonville 
State University and University of 
Houston.

Defensive standout Fred Barnes 
is suspended for spring practice and 
will miss the first two games of the 
season.

Danny Williams, the star wide 
receiver of the inaugural season, and 
senior linebacker Evan Bostic will sit 
out the first week of spring practice, 
which begins March 21.

As the Panthers look to improve 
their 6-5 record last year, these sus-
pensions certainly put a damper on 
the program’s progress.

Star Jackson, who transferred 

to Georgia State this summer from 
Alabama, saw little playing time this 
season and has chosen to leave the 
program on his own accord.

“We’re very sorry about that,” 
Curry told the Atlanta Journal-Con-
stitution. “We were thrilled when he 
came here. He is a tremendous tal-
ent. We wish him well. We’re going 
to help him with whatever he does 
next.”

If Jackson plans to play at an-
other Division I school, he will have 
to sit out a year, and then will only be 
left with one final year of eligibility.

Last year, Jackson’s competi-
tion, Little, completed 190 passes out 
of 306 for a total of 2,102 yards and 18 
touchdowns.

The Panther offense will have to 
develop new plays that include the 
use of quarterback Bo Schlechter.

Curry told the AJC the change 
was going to be made regardless of 
the suspensions, and that Little will 
“have the opportunity to fight his 
way back.”

Schlechter and sophomore Kel-
ton Hill will be the team’s only two 
quarterbacks at spring training. State 
champion recruit Ben McLane will 
join the team in the fall.

Barnes is another key loss for 
the Panther program.

Last season, Barnes recorded 47 
solo tackles, including eight in the 
first half of the Alabama game. 

Barnes also caught an intercep-
tion and forced one fumble on the 
season.

Barnes will return to the team 

for the Jacksonville State and Hous-
ton games.

In nine games as a junior, Olu-
femi Opanubi recorded 31 tackles and 
recovered one fumble. His absence 
will be felt in the Panther secondary.

Georgia State Athletics says 
none of the violations involve any 
type of criminal activity, but will not 
go into detail about the matter be-
cause of student privacy laws.

“This situation is difficult for all 
those involved,” Curry said in a press 
conference. “But we will do the right 
thing for the Georgia State football 
team and these young men.”

Curry’s intolerance for miscon-
duct is evidenced by his suspension 
and dismissal of several key players 
on the team.

“They have to learn that there 
are consequences, and it’s my job to 
see that they do, even though it’s un-
pleasant,” Curry told the AJC.

Sports Illustrated and CBS 
News recently conducted a 6-month 
study of criminal records in college 
football and found that one out of 14 
players have been in trouble with the 
law either before or after entering 
college.

As the Panthers look to advance 
their program, it is important that 
they limit the number of legal, school 
and team violations. 

“You build in discipline not by 
writing up a set of rules or by stand-
ing up and saying it to the players,” 
Curry told the AJC. “You do it by 
enforcing the rules and making sure 
they apply to everybody.”

Four football players suspended

SAAKIB ZAFRANI | SIGNAL
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Quarterback Drew Little (top left) has a four-game suspension this 
fall, while defensive back Fred Barnes (top right) received a two-game 
suspension. Wide receiver Danny Williams and inside linebacker Evan 
Bostic will miss the first week of spring practice.

Less than 24 hours after the 
Georgia State men’s basketball team 
lost their final regular season home 
game to nationally ranked George 
Mason University, Athletic Director 
Cheryl Levick made the decision to 
fire head coach Rod Barnes before 
the conference tournament.

“The win-loss record simply 
does not reflect where we want to 
be for Georgia State men’s basket-
ball,” Levick said in the official press 
release. “We felt it was in the best 
interest of the program to make this 
change now and begin moving for-
ward immediately.”

Barnes, the Naismith National 
Coach of the Year at The University 
of Mississippi in 2001, was plucked 
from the Oklahoma Sooners coach-
ing staff in 2007 by the previous 
Georgia State Athletic Director, Mary 
McElroy, to repair a program plagued 
with academic issues.

The Barnes era mopped up the 
academic mess but was unable to 
attain a winning season in any of its 

four seasons. His final campaign be-
gan auspiciously, but a seven-game 
losing streak after a 9-7 start spelled 
doom.

Barnes’ career record at Georgia 
State is 44-79 overall and 24-48 in 
conference play. Perhaps most trou-
bling was the Panthers’ inability to 
close out tight contests. Barnes was 
also criticized for his substitution 
methods, as only two players aver-
aged more than 25 minutes per game 
and 15 different starting lineups were 
used.

Barnes’ teams were solid but 
rarely spectacular. His defenses were 
among the best in the CAA, but offen-
sively his teams were regularly one of 
the lowest scoring in the nation.

During his tenure at Georgia 
State, Barnes’ Panthers never fin-
ished higher than 304th in points per 
game in the nation and finished last 
in the CAA three of his four years. 
This season, Georgia State was the 
only team in the CAA without a scor-
er averaging in double digits, and this 
year’s roster returned no players who 
had averaged more than 5.4 points a 
game.

A week before his firing, Barnes 
told the Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
it would take five years to become 
competitive. Unfortunately he’ll nev-
er know if that fifth year would have 
been the turning point.

Barring any transfers, Barnes’ 
successor will inherit a team stocked 
with nine returning players as well 
as Jervon Pressley, a highly-touted 
power forward recruit, and Jordan 
Demercy, a versatile six-foot-9-inch 
transfer from Florida.

Interim head coach Paul Gra-
ham, a former head coach at Wash-
ington State University, is considered 
a candidate for the position.

Levick has been tight-lipped 
about potential candidates and hired 
an Atlanta-based search firm to as-
sist in the search for a replacement. 
Levick has stated that the next head 
coach would be a CEO and a builder.

The Panthers basketball pro-
gram will also require a coach who 
can generate excitement for a team 
that currently operates in the down-
town shadow of the Atlanta Hawks 
and Georgia Tech. This season, aver-
age attendance was last in the con-

Barnes fired, search for new coach begins

ference after dipping to 915 per game. 
By comparison, the conference aver-
age was 3,573 per game.

It will be imperative for Levick 
to hire a head coach who can reig-
nite the fan base and return it to the 

prominence it enjoyed under Lefty 
Driesell, the coach whose name is 
engraved on the court. A decade ago, 
Driesell led the Panthers to an NCAA 
Tournament berth and an upset of 
Wisconsin in the first round. 

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Rod Barnes (right), who was brought in to help repair academic issues 
in the men’s basketball program, had 11 players graduate in 3 years

By D.J. DUNSON
Staff Writer

By ZAKKIYYA ANDERSON
Staff Writer
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The Metro Atlanta Chamber honored Panther football head 
coach Bill Curry as Sportsperson of the Year at the 2011 Atlanta 
Sports Awards. 

All of the award recipients and presenters gave their 
speeches, but when Curry approached the stand to accept his 
award, the entire room fell silent. He sized up his audience for 
moment before speaking, and then he said “I love the city of At-
lanta with all my heart.” 

The award recognizes the athlete or coach who is most 
deeply involved with the community and displays the high-
est level of sportsmanship and integrity. Curry was up against 
Braves catcher Brian McCann and Atlanta Hawks center Al Hor-
ford.

Other notable award winners were Mike Smith, head coach 
of the Falcons, for Coach of the Year, and longtime Braves skip-
per, Bobby Cox, received the Lifetime Achievement award, for 
which the audience gave him a standing ovation. 

- Saakib Zafrani

Football: Atlanta Sports Awards

PAUL ABELL | ABELL IMAGES
Bill Curry’s speech was moving and commanded the 
attention of the audience.

The two-time reigning CAA champion women’s golf team 
is rounding into form in preparation for next month’s all-impor-
tant CAA Tournament. The 2010 CAA Women’s Golfer of the 
Year, Charlotte Lorentzen, finished third overall at the SunTrust 
Gator Women’s Invitational last week, with the team finishing 
13th overall in the prestigious tournament.

The journalism major from Denmark fired a 64 in the sec-
ond round, tying Iliska Verwey for the lowest overall round score 
that Verwey set at the Cincinatti Invitational in 2008, according 
to Georgia State Athletics. The round was also a school record for 
lowest second round score. The record-breaking performance 
netted Lorentzen her sixth CAA Golfer of the Week honor. The 
previous week, junior Charlotte Guilleaux was honored by the 
CAA Women’s Golfer of the Week for her play at the Kinderlou 
Forest Challenge. The transfer and French National posted her 
second top-10 as a Panther, finishing 7-over with a second round 
2-under 71.

- Kirkland Carter

Women’s golf: A tale of two Charlottes

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Charlotte Lorentzsen shot a record-low 64 at the SunTrust 
Gator Women’s Invitational.

The Georgia Institute of Technology couldn’t engineer a 
win over Georgia State, as the Panthers prevailed 6-3. Mark Mi-
cowski started things off with a lead off homer, and that set the 
tone for the day.

Tied at two in the fifth, Joey Wood and Brandon Williams 
singled in Mark Micowski and Rob Lind respectively to take a 
commanding 4-2 lead. 

Junior Jake Dyer relieved Aidan Francis for the final two 
innings and pitched a crucial strikeout to Tech’s best hitter, Matt 
Skole. A line drive to left field by Tech’s Daniel Palka ended the 
affair, and Georgia State stood victorious over No. 23 Tech. 

“These kind of wins are always great for your team,” said 
head coach Greg Frady to Athletics. “When you are playing a 
team that is ranked in the top 25, you want to show what you 
can do, and our team did a great job. We had outstanding per-
formances by a lot of individuals, led by Aidan Francis and Mark 
Micowski.”

- Saakib Zafrani

Baseball: Panthers beat Yellow Jackets

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
The baseball team beat Georgia Tech 6-3; the teams may 
meet again this season at regional competition.

After winning his 700th career game, head softball coach 
Bob Heck, 85, stepped down in the middle of his 24th season. 

Heck, the oldest and longest-tenured coach at Georgia 
State, converted the program to fast-pitch in 1985, and earned a 
record of 700-584-2.

“Coach Heck built our softball program from scratch, from 
the team to the facility, and we are forever grateful for everything 
that he has done for Georgia State University,” said Director of 
Athletics Cheryl L. Levick in a press release. “Coach Heck decid-
ed that this was the time to step down. His record is remarkable, 
his generosity is unmatched, and we can’t thank him enough.”

No stranger to victory, Heck led Georgia State to six con-
ference championships and a berth in the 1994 NCAA regional 
tournament. In 2006, Heck led the Panthers to the CAA title in 
their first year in the conference. For his efforts, he was awarded 
CAA coach of the year. Heck will be sorely missed and has for-
ever left his stamp on the university as a whole. 

- Saakib Zafrani

Softball: To Heck and back

SCOTT LOWRY | SPORTS ACTION PIX
Bill Curry’s speech was moving and commanded the 
attention of the audience.

The No. 61 women’s tennis team (9-0) defeated Colonial 
Athletic Association foe UNC Wilmington 5-2 at Piedmont Park 
to stay undefeated before meeting No. 23 Yale (11-2) Sunday at 
Piedmont Park. While most students were taking a vacation or 
catching up on schoolwork, head coach Miha Lisac’s squad has 
been steamrolling the competition. The only matches that were 
decided by less than two points were against Tulane University 
and East Tennessee State University, each with a final of 4-3.

Freshmen Abigail Tere-Apisah and Maryna Kozachenko 
have been a revelation for the team, helping to fill the void left 
by Diana Nakic, who transferred to Baylor University in the off-
season. Tere-Apisah is undefeated at No. 2 singles (6-0), and Ko-
zachenko is an impressive 8-1. Junior Kir Kemp has filled in bril-
liantly in the absence of Nakic with sophomore Tereza Lerova 
as her doubles partner, earning a No. 40 ranking at press time. 
Lerova was honored last week as the CAA Co-Player of the Week 
for her dominant performance against UNCW.

- Kirkland Carter

Women’s tennis: No need for Nakic

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Tereza Lerova was honored as CAA Co-Player of the 
Week.

Stepping in for a sick player, senior walk-on Tommy Cas-
well filled in at the Seahawk Invitational, finishing 74, 79 and 78 
to lead all Panthers at 15-over for the tournament.

“He just played beautifully,” head coach Joe Inman said on 
This Week in Georgia State Men’s Golf. Inman added that Cas-
well would be rewarded with a chance to compete at the Semi-
nole Intercollegiate in Tallahassee, Fl this past weekend.

Caswell led all Panthers with an individual finish at 33rd, 
followed by senior Brent Paul. Paul was followed by a trio of 
freshmen: Ross McLister, Tyler Gruca and Victor Lavin, all fin-
ishing tied for 43rd. Gruca led all Panthers with 14th overall fin-
ish at the SunTrust Gator Invitational. The performance was 
the third time the walk-on from Alpharetta has led all Panthers, 
according to Georgia State Athletics. After this past weekend’s 
Seminole Intercollegiate, Inman’s squad has just two more tour-
naments to prepare for the CAA Championship, where the Pan-
thers were picked in a pre-season poll to win the title.

- Kirkland Carter

Men’s golf: Walk-ons leading the way

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Freshman walk-on Tyler Gruca has proven to be one of the 
team’s most consistent performers in 2011.

ATHLETICS KICKS OFF MARCH IN TOP FORM
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Women’s basketball won their 
first Colonial Athletic Association 
Tournament game since 2006, de-
feating George Mason University 
68-64, in the first round of the CAA 
Championship, but fell to conference 
powerhouse James Madison Univer-
sity 70-51 in the quarterfinals.

No. 9 seed Georgia State put to-
gether a solid team effort Thursday, 
eliminating No. 8 seed George Mason 
at the Show Place Arena.

It was the third meeting be-
tween the two schools this season. 
George Mason handed Georgia State 
a 71-47 turnover-laden early season 
defeat, but the Panthers rebounded 
with a 71-61 victory last month.

A strong start and several gutsy 
runs by Georgia State made it clear 
this team had no intention of keeping 
their tournament losing streak alive.

Georgia State started the game 
quickly with a 13-5 run. Senior Traci 
Haltiwanger was dominant early, 
scoring 10.

As the first half continued, GMU 
bounced back and cut the lead to 20-
19.

The Panthers responded with 
a dominant end to the half. After a 
three-pointer from freshman phe-
nom Kendra Long as the first half 
expired, Georgia State headed to the 
locker room with an impressive 38-

26 lead.
As the second half began, Geor-

gia State continued to control the 
tempo, but midway through the half, 
GMU got back in striking distance, 
with the score at 49-44.

Georgia State soon regained a 
10-point lead and was able to main-
tain control of the game up to the 
3:19 mark, when the Patriots began to 
make a push.

GMU showed one last surge of 
resilience as they attempted another 
comeback, and they were able to pull 
within two points with 41.9 seconds 
left.

Georgia State regained posses-
sion of the ball, and in desperation 
George Mason began to foul the Pan-
thers.

After Jerlisa Taylor made a pair 
of free throws, George Mason’s strat-
egy began to work. Angelique Burtts 
missed her two attempts, and George 
Mason quickly scored.

With the score at 66-64, Burtts 
quickly got a chance to redeem her-
self with two more free throws. She 
handled the pressure and made 
both baskets, and the Georgia State 
Panthers left the court with a hard-
earned 68-64 victory.

Coach Sharon Baldwin-Tener 
acknowledged George Mason’s un-
willingness to give up, but she was 
mostly impressed with her own 
team’s effort.

“We were aggressive on both 

Women’s basketball wins first tournament game since 2006

ends most of the game and came out 
with a lot of energy today,” Baldwin-
Tener told Georgia State Athletics. “I 
give [George] Mason credit for not 
quitting and fighting back. But we 
came ready to play and played team 
basketball today.”

Georgia State was particularly 
dominant on the boards, grabbing 19 
offensive rebounds and out-rebound-
ed George Mason 48-41.

The Panthers could not carry 
the momentum into their second 
round matchup against No. 1 seed 
James Madison, which they strug-

gled against all season. They lost 
their two regular season matchups 
with James Madison by a combined 
55 points. 

James Madison’s dominance 
over Georgia State continued, as the 
Panthers fell 70-51.

Georgia State was only down 
four points as the final minutes of the 
first half approached, but as the half 
concluded, a dismal shooting effort 
left them in a 35-19 hole.

The Panthers poor shooting 
continued as they finished the game 
with a 30.5 percent mark from the 

field. This combined with James 
Madison making 27 of 40 free throw 
attempts was too much for the Pan-
thers to overcome.

 The defeat concluded Baldwin-
Tener’s first season as head coach. 
She lead the Panthers to a 12-19 re-
cord. 

The Panthers aim to improve 
next season with All-Rookie fresh-
man forward Kendra Long and All-
CAA junior forward Chan Harris 
leading the way.

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Senior Traci Haltiwanger posted 14 points, 6 rebounds, 3 assists and 2 steals in the win over George Mason.

By DYLAN RICE
Staff Writer



Dubstep, a genre that started 
as the lovechild of only a few South 
London DJs, has ballooned into one 
of the most popular, widespread 
and well-received cultural move-
ments in years. Dubstep finds its 
core sound and namesake among 
the twitchy drum beats and dark 
reverb of Jamaican dub music. 
From there, the sound was picked 
up by London grime artists and 
matched with what’s referred to as 
a two-step feel. In terms of musical 
specifics, two-step involves a back-
beat that moves at half the speed 
of the tempo, while the remaining 

rhythms march on at the full tempo. 
To put it in simpler terms: It’s a fast 
beat that you feel as a slow groove. 

The most distinctive and ever-
present characteristic of dubstep 
is its heavy reliance on bass. Lots 
and lots and lots of bass. The dif-
ference between dubstep bass and 
your common booming bass is that 
dubstep’s bass is low. It is taken un-
der 100 hertz  to achieve a peculiar 
effect that makes the bass sound as 
if it’s wobbling violently back and 
forth.

The history of dubstep seems 
to move exponentially rather than 
linearly. It started off slow and blew 
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It is safe to say that hip-hop is 
not what it used to be. What started 
as a vent to express frustration and 
community issues in a fresh and un-
hindered form has turned into an 
outlet for rambles on the joys of hav-
ing money and cars and the glorifi-
cation of guns and drugs. Although 
these can also be considered issues 
in essence, the way they are positive-
ly portrayed to listeners promotes 
negative consequences. Inescapably, 
not only the rap community, but also 
regular listeners of radio or watchers 
of television are affected by nega-
tive and often fruitless rap. What we 
do not often acknowledge are those 
working effectually to counterbal-
ance it. Enter Lupe Fiasco.

Fiasco, née Wasalu Jaco, has 
dedicated his entire career to shining 
positivity into the rap game. Whereas 
previous albums Lupe Fiasco’s Food 
& Liquor (2006) and The Cool (2007) 
had similar messages, his latest al-
bum raises the standards for socially 
conscious rap. L.A.S.E.R.S. fronts the 
creation of an entire manifesto that 
Fiasco created, based partially on 
the Ten Point Program of the Black 
Panther Party, of which his father 
was a member. Fiasco’s own program 
consists of a series of declarations to 
listeners, including his want to “end 
glamorization of negativity in the 
media,” to “end status symbols dictat-
ing our worth as individuals” and to 
“end the processed culture of exploi-
tation, overconsumption and waste.” 

The album title itself is an acro-
nym for “Love Always Shines Every-
time, Remember to Smile.”

“I had the title for five years,” 
Fiasco explained. “I like to have dou-
ble meanings behind things. I don’t 
do anything for face value, so there 
needed to be a meaning or message 
somehow [behind it]. It’s no different 
for L.A.S.E.R.S..”

Fiasco, who has been  mostly ab-
sent from the rap world (aside from 
one-off appearances like on B.o.B.’s 
“Past My Shades” and Janelle Mo-
nae’s “Tightrope” remix) has inter-
esting, but humble, presumptions for 
his return to hip-hop. 

“My expectations aren’t that 
high. At a certain point you get past 
fame, money, you get past certain 
things when it comes to making mu-
sic because it’s such a personal thing,” 
the Grammy Award winner said. “I 
think the only thing that keeps me 
going and motivated, other than just 
making music and putting out the al-
bums, is performing. I’m just excited 
to perform and put out some more 
records.”

Fiasco spoke diffidently on the 
impact that L.A.S.E.R.S. might have 
on other artists. 

“I haven’t really pushed bound-
aries on it musically. When I think 
of people who do that I think of Kid 

Lupe Fiasco: part of the process

ATLANTIC RECORDS
Fans were so eager for the new Lupe Fiasco album that late last year 
when its release was delayed, they protested outside of Atlantic 
Records’ Manhattan offices.

Cudi’s last album or Frank Ocean [of 
Odd Future]. L.A.S.E.R.S. is an al-
bum. But it’s not like Kid A from Ra-
diohead.”

Although Fiasco speaks modest-
ly of the highly-anticipated album, its 
release did not come without a labo-
rious grind. After starting the project 
without his business partner, label 
conflict and friction developed. 

“A lot of creative conversations 
went south. The whole business 
of this record wasn’t about putting 
out another Lupe album and make 
it the best Lupe album there can 
be. [Instead, it was] let’s make this 
a business move and get into this 
revenue stream,” he said of the tur-
moil. “[Then] the business side of 
me kicked in that...told me to pro-
tect my own. Look out for the divine 
and conquer. The basic kind of rules 
when I came up in the business with 
my business partner, it was the things 
that he taught me to look out for [that 
saved me],” he said.

On Oct. 15 last year, while 
29-year-old Fiasco fought with law-
yers and the label, super fans orga-
nized a protest outside the Atlantic 
Records offices in Manhattan and 
dubbed the event “Fiasco Friday.” 

“It was something that was un-
precedented in the hip-hop world 
— the petition and the protest, even 
if you separate them, they are both 

unprecedented in that sense,” Fiasco 
recalled.

What he was most impressed 
with, however, was the thoughtful-
ness of it all. 

“They went out and got the per-
mits to protest, the police escorts, 
the barricades, the noise ordinance 
permits and allowances, they got 
lawyers, set up a website, marching 
instructions. It was such a thought-
out process,” he said.

Although the protest confused 
some interviewers, fans responded as 
eloquently as Fiasco would himself. 

“MTV was like, ‘Why wouldn’t 
you protest something that is wor-
thy of a protest? Something like child 
hunger or poverty or gun violence or 
something like that?’ [But, the fans 
responded], ‘If you listen to Lupe’s 
music, you know that’s what we are 
doing. He is a part of that, he’s not the 
whole thing.’ And I don’t credit my-
self for being any way shape or form 
a leader in that world, but definitely 
a voice,” he said. “One small voice in 
the whole process.”

Now that the tumultuous pro-
cess is over, Fiasco can focus on the 
real intended message. 

“The L.A.S.E.R.S. manifesto 
isn’t a guidebook or a rulebook,” he 
said. “You have to do something. You 
have to act. If you don’t become an 
actor, you’ll never be a factor.”

Massive unidentified ob-
jects hover overhead. As the skies 
abound with intergalactic aircrafts, 
an extraterrestrial army obliterates 
all living things in its path with an 
intricate arsenal equipped with la-
sers and dangerous projectiles. In 
the new film directed by Jonathan 
Liebesman, Battle: Los Angeles, 
the uncertainty of “What if?” is 
explored in a creative and innova-
tively imagined account, loosely in-
spired by real-life events. 

On Feb. 25, 1942, unidentified 
flying objects were spotted off the 
coast of Los Angeles, according 
to the Museum of the City of San 
Francisco. Military forces aimed 
“1,440 rounds of ammunition” at 
the objects, but were unable to do 
any damage. Reports varied great-
ly, and eventually, investigations 
ceased. “The Battle of Los Angeles,” 
as it has been called, still remains 
a fascinating mystery. Liebesman’s 
film answers the question, “What 
would happen if Los Angeles re-
ally had to battle those mysterious 
forces?”

In the film, foreign forces in-
vade countries all over Earth on a 
quest for what resembles world-
wide domination. From Hong Kong 
to Rio de Janeiro to London, cities 
are annihilated by these extrater-
restrial beings that are hell-bent 
on colonizing another planet. Los 
Angeles and its inhabitants must 
come together to fend off the bru-
tal attacks and maintain their exis-
tence in the universe. With the help 
of Marine Staff Sergeant Michael 
Nantz (Aaron Eckhart) and his 
unit, the city prepares to engage in 
combat force with an unidentified 
enemy.

Battle: Los Angeles boasts a di-
verse cast, including Eckhart, Mi-
chelle Rodriguez, Bridgette Moyni-
han and R&B sensation Ne-Yo. The 
singer-songwriter-actor stepped 
out of his “comfort zone” to pursue 
the role of Corporal Kevin Harris. 

“I always want to challenge 
myself [and] try something else. 
Staying in your comfort zone is a 
guarantee that you’ll live a very, 
very long life, but you may live a 
very long, boring life,” said Ne-Yo. 

Ne-Yo’s new ‘Battle’
COLUMBIA PICTURES

A chaotic scene from Ne-Yo’s latest film, Battle: Los Angeles.

What the heck is dubstep?
SEE NE-YO, PAGE 14

By CHELSIE ROHLEN
Staff Writer

By WHITNEY JONES
Staff Writer

By PAUL DEMERRITT
Staff Writer
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If you’ve ever gotten into a 
fight with your mother, then Mars 
Needs Moms is for you. The film is 
an adaptation of a book illustrated 
by American cartoonist Berkeley 
Breathed, who is most famous for 
his comic strip Bloom County. The 
3-D animated film chronicles a kid’s 
journey to rescue his mom after 
she’s been abducted by aliens. 

Nine-year-old Milo is just like 
any other boy his age: He hates do-
ing his chores, vegetables disgust 
him and he tries to outwit his moth-
er every chance he gets. Despite 
these characteristics, Milo is a good 
kid who generally does what he is 
told. And it’s because of his moth-
er’s ability to control him that the 
Martians have chosen her as their 
prototype. 

Every 25 years, the Martians 
scour Earth looking for the perfect 

mother. When they find her, they 
kidnap her and extract her maternal 
ability. They then program robots 
with the earthling’s abilities to raise 
the children and voilà: you’ve got 
law-abiding Martians for the next 
25 years.

On his journey, Milo meets 
Gribble, an overzealous human 
who, we later find out, has been on 
Mars ever since his own mother was 
abducted. Milo also gets help from 
an unlikely source: a Martian who 
has switched sides. Ki, who speaks 
perfect English, is a hippie Martian 
who is eager to help. 

Early on, Milo has the epipha-
ny that his mom does more than just 
tell him what to do. He realizes just 
how important a mother’s role is in 
his life, which is what fuels him to 
get her back. 

The movie embodies every-
thing you would expect from a Dis-
ney film: The protagonist reaches 
some sort of moral crossroad and a 

villain relentlessly tries to prevent 
him from achieving his goal, all 
while being introduced to a host of 
characters who will eventually help 
save the day. Although the film rare-
ly deviates from the classic Disney 
setup, it provides a touching look 
at the relationship between mother 
and child. 

On the flip side, the film also 
enforces stereotypes about what a 
family is. It not-so-subtly sends the 
message that people are not meant 
to be raised by moms alone and that 
a family consists of a mommy, a dad-
dy and a child.

The movie is full of action and 
keeps you wondering what misfor-
tune will be next even through the 
formulaic script. It’s not just for 
people who have children. It’s for 
everyone. Mars Needs Moms is one 
of those films that even if you know 
what is going to happen in the end, 
you still want to sit through it — be-
cause it simply makes you feel good.

‘Mars Needs Moms’ is typical Disney
WALT DISNEY PICTURES

Mars Needs Moms is an animated movie geared toward kids, but it’s enjoyable for viewers of all ages. 

up faster than anyone ever anticipat-
ed. From around 1999 to 2005, dub-
step started to achieve some word 
of mouth after exposure from a few 
London radio shows, gaining a sort of 
positive notoriety that slowly began 
to disseminate throughout the elec-
tronic scene. In 2006, dubstep started 
its sudden climb into the mainstream 
through a BBC1 radio show, Dubstep 
Warz, hosted by legendary DJ Mary 
Anne Hobbs. From there the growth 
of dubstep followed a chaotically 
expansive path, spilling over into 
the U.S. and the rest of Europe and 
finding its way into popular festivals 
carried among the sets of Bassnectar 
and The Glitch Mob. Atlanta dubstep 
has similarly grown at an exponential 
rate with beginnings in small venues, 
expanding to more popular shows at 
the Masquerade and weekend show-
cases such as Basswars, curated by 
Atlanta veteran Quad Control.

So in less than a decade, dubstep 
has expanded from a couple forgot-
ten B-sides on obscure drum and 
bass records to being prominently 
featured by even the likes of Britney 
Spears. Why? It’s a genre with a for-
mula designed to outcast all main-
stream sensibilities with dissonant 
melodies, jarring noise, intricate 
rhythms and sounds that can border 
on apocalyptic. Yet somehow, it has 
found appeal with everyone rang-
ing from hippie fest-heads to intense 
metal enthusiasts. 

I sought to find an answer to 
this question from one of Atlanta’s 
burgeoning dubstep DJs, Ployd. With 
the relaxed aura of a classic Grateful 
Dead fan, Ployd is a testament to the 
wide crossover appeal of dubstep. 
His career began in the very begin-
nings of dubstep among the vast un-
derground contingent of drum and 
bass in the early 2000s. After becom-
ing disillusioned with the stimulant-

fueled electronic scene, Ployd bought 
some turntables and started making 
his own music for fun. He eventually 
began cohosting an Internet radio 
show about Atlanta dubstep, and his 
occasional DJ gigs soon turned into a 
career. 

He thinks the key to Atlanta’s 
warm reception of dubstep lies in its 
tempo. Atlanta has shown a consis-
tent, and sort of unfortunate, love for 
crunk music and its chilled-out, dirty 
groove. Ployd suggested that the half-
time feel of dubstep allows for a syn-
thesis of drum and bass culture with 
that classic crunk pulse. His theory is 
certainly proven by dubstep’s near-
universal audience. People with 
seemingly disparate tastes in mu-
sic can discover a strange common 
ground somewhere in the powerful 
oscillations of dubstep’s rumbling 
bass. 

In that common ground is born 
an intense, tightly wound commu-
nity with a weird sort of brother-
hood that simply cannot be found in 
any other music scene in Atlanta. As 
Ployd recalled, dubstep started out as 
a collective of people finding identity 
in their love of this new, bizarre mu-
sic (aptly-described by him as “the 
sound of machines f---ing”). The 
most notable thing about dubstep is 
that this identity somehow managed 
to retain its authenticity even as the 
genre was launched into the main-
stream. There is no pretension in 
dubstep, only a sincerity that remains 
with an unparalleled consistency. 

Propelled by its community, 
dubstep seems to have no intentions 
of fading off in to the background. 
Probably the best answer to my ques-
tion of why exactly dubstep is so pop-
ular came from a tellingly nonchalant 
answer from Ployd. When I asked 
him about the craziest thing he’s ever 
seen as a DJ, he simply said, “I never 
really see anything crazy, just a lot of 
people enjoying themselves.”

PLOYD
Ployd, an Atlanta dubstep DJ, described the genre as “the sound of 
machines f---ing.”

The role of Harris proved to be 
a challenge that Ne-Yo enjoyed fac-
ing up to. His character in his last 
film, Stomp the Yard, was easy for 
him to identify with. 

“Learning how to step was 
challenging, but as far as the role it-
self, I played me. [The role of Harris 
in Battle: Los Angeles] is completely 
[different] than who I am. This was 
an opportunity for me to completely 
step out of anything that people 
would expect to see me doing,” he 
said.

This time around, Ne-Yo had 
the opportunity to do some of his 
own stunts, pushing himself physi-
cally and mentally through three 
weeks of intense, Marine-led train-
ing. Being trained by members of 
the United States Marine Corps 
gave the film an “authentic feel,” he 
said, allowing it to be more relatable. 

“Liebesman was a perfection-
ist. He shot [Battle: Los Angeles] 
very much like a first-person shoot-
er [to give it an authentic feel],” he 
said. “You feel like you’re really in 
the movie.” 

The film clearly strives to ap-
peal to the audience’s  sense of re-
alism. The movie’s website, www.
battlela.com, features pseudo-news 

>> DUBSTEP
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

>> NE-YO
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

PICTURE GROUP
Ne-Yo at his birthday party last year in New York City. The singer-
actor said his latest film role was a welcome challenge. 

broadcasts detailing the worldwide 
alien attacks. A sightings map pin-
points each attack location, from 
past attacks to those in progress.

Although mock realism is 
nothing new in the marketing strat-
egies of the movie industry, Ne-Yo 
credits Battle: Los Angeles with be-
ing incomparable to past flicks that 
feature the struggles of alien versus 
mankind. What sets it apart, he said, 
is the film’s ability to produce char-
acters that relate to the audience. 

“There’s a lot of attention to 
character development. [In] a lot of 
these end-of-the-world films, you 
don’t really get to know the char-
acters well enough to give a damn 

about the fact the world is ending,” 
he said.

But give a damn you shall. The 
film toys with the idea of life beyond 
Earth in a way that allows you to 
second guess your speculations and 
engage in the wonderment of the 
unknown. Even if you don’t believe 
in life on other planets, you’ll value 
the message of the fragility of life. 

“The film makes you appreci-
ate life more. It’s definitely given me 
a different perspective on things,” 
Ne-Yo said.

Battle: Los Angeles opens na-
tionwide on March 11, 2011.

By NATALIE LAVELLE
Staff Writer



01 Bellow 
Slater Canyon (Manimal Vinyl)

02 Port Entropy 
Shugo Tokumaru (Polyvinyl)

03 Underneath the Pine 
Toro y Mol (Carpark)

04 James Blake 
James Blake (ATLAS)

05 Alright You Restless 
AgesandAges (Knitting Factory)

06 Hardcore Will Never Die But You Will 
Mogwai (Sub Pop)

07 Mighty 
Lord Huron

08 Let England Shake 
PJ Harvey (Vagrant) 

09 Colour Trip 
Ringo Deathstarr (Sonic Unyon)

10 The Greatest Story Never Told 
Saigon (Suburban Noize) 

11 Zonoscope 
Cut Copy (Modular) 

12 Explicit Pictures 
We Are Enfant Terrible (Last Gang) 

13 Lives and Treasure
Acrylics (Friendly Fire)

14 Beachcomber’s Windwosill
Stornoway (4AD) 

15 Voltaire Twins 
Voltaire Twins

16 Cape Dory
Tennis (Fat Possum)

17 Shapeshifting 
Young Galaxy (Paper Bag) 

18 Win Win 
Win Win (Vice) 

19 Reptilians 
Starf*cker (Polyvinyl) 

20 Anna Calvi 
Anna Calvi (Domino) 

21 Grown Unknown 
Lia Ices (Jagjaguwar)

22 Too Beautiful to Work 
The Luyas (Dead Oceans) 

23 Civilian
Wye Oak (Merge) 

24 S/T II
Akron/Family (Dead Oceans)

25 Bad Time Zoo 
Sims (Doomtree) 

26 Wounded Rhymes 
Lykke Li (Atlantic)

27 Boys and Diamonds 
Rainbow Arabia (Kimpakt) 

28 Smoke Ring for My Halo 
Kurt Vile (Matador) 

29 Flora 
Fredrik (The Kora) 

30 Summer Echoes 
Sin Fang (Morr Music)

Hazy indie pop 
slathered in ‘80s 
nostalgia. (Seriously, 
“Sparrow Song” 
could have been on 
The Breakfast Club 
soundtrack.)

The Swedes do pop so 
well they’ve figured 
out how to combine 
the organic feel of 
folk and the careless 
darkness of goth. 
It’s an unexpected 
marriage that results 
in a drearily ethereal, 
sophisticated brand of 
gorgeous.  

Slam together the 
eerie vocals of Bat 
for Lashes’ Natasha 
Khan with Cocorosie’s 
quirky electronic 
tendencies and there 
you have it--haunting, 
lightly electronic tunes 
living on the fringes of 
accepted standards of 
music.

It’s hard not to feel like a part of 
history when Radiohead releases a 
new album. The band is pop royalty, 
probably the closest our generation 
has to a Beatles — fearless experi-
menters whose music has shaped the 
popular soundscape while remaining 
utterly unique.

The band’s latest release, The 
King of Limbs, is highly textured yet 
paradoxically minimalistic, blend-
ing the subdued, organic sound of In 
Rainbows with electronic overtones 
that hark back to leadman Thom 
Yorke’s 2006 solo album, The Eraser. 
Cliché as it sounds, you run the risk 
of missing the intricacies of the al-
bum if you play it through laptop 
speakers. The King of Limbs deserves 
at least one full listen through good 
headphones.

Opener “Bloom” fades in with 
an icy flurry of piano punctuated by 
electronic swells and the insistent 
tattoo of a snare drum. The song 
comes on like dark clouds rolling 
in from the distance, and Yorke’s 
voice — strong and authoritative, yet 
haunting — is like rain rushing down 
from the sky. 

Whereas “Bloom” is a cohesive 
musical experience, “Feral” is sonic 
splatter paint. Yorke’s vocoded lyrics 
pulse between the crisp but minimal 
rat-a-tat of a snare, giving the im-
pression of being chased by an ani-
mal through an underbrush, catch-
ing only glimpses of its pelt between 
leaves like breathing brushstrokes. 

Then, of course, there’s the first 
single, “Lotus Flower.” Sophisticated 
and challenging, highly electronic 
and with Yorke’s strong falsetto, the 
sound could easily be an outtake 
from The Eraser. The lyrics are deli-
cately howled, delicately hopeful: 
“Slowly we unfurl / as lotus flowers 
/ ‘cause all I want is the moon upon a 
stick / just to see what if / just to see 
what is.” 

The track, like most of the oth-
ers on the album, drops off — another 
similarity to The Eraser — and yields 
to “Codex.” The song is quiet, mel-
ancholy, like sitting inside on a rainy 
day in a room lit only by the light em-
anating from soft, gray clouds. A pi-

Radiohead
The King of Limbs
XL/TBD

By BROOKE MARSHALL
Copy Editor

Radiohead rattles the music landscape again

There’s an expanded, 
blown-up ‘90s feel to 
this band. Fittingly, 
they’ve opened for 
The Dandy Warhols in 
the past. Blasé vocals 
and droning guitar 
drive what could 
simply be poppy rock 
into a murkier, more 
thoughtful realm. 
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From African 
drumming to creepy, 
echoing chants, Sims 
uses only the freshest 
accents to accompany 
his outside-the-box 
raps. 

ano muses thoughtfully over a drum 
like a soft heartbeat, and Yorke’s vo-
cals, ghostlike and delicate as wisps 
of smoke, follow a poignant melody. 
“Sleight of hand,” he sings tenderly, 
“Jump off the end / into a clear lake 
/ No one around / just dragonflies / 
flying to the side / No one gets hurt / 
You’re doing nothing wrong.”

The song wanders slowly, like 
someone moving reverently through 
a forest’s low-hanging fog, stopping 
occasionally to place their hands 
on wet, black bark. Occasionally, 
the lovely dreariness is warmed by 
horns, like the sun illuminating the 
clouds and infusing the day with 
golden-gray light.

The album ends with “Separa-
tor,” a solid song in its own right, but 
also the source of rumors that The 
King of Limbs may only be the first of 
two new albums. Music news web-
site NME presented a few compelling 
arguments: the significance of the 
name “Separator,” but also the fact 
that orders from the site were labeled 
“TKOL1” (potentially paving the way 
for “TKOL2”) and that the physical 
album comes on two 10-inch records. 
It can also be argued that it’s unlikely 
that a band as prolific as Radiohead 
has taken two years to record a mere 
eight tracks.

But perhaps it has. Yorke and 
the gang are at the point in their ca-
reer where they can make the albums 
they want to make without worrying 
about criticism. Radiohead may not 
be defining the direction of popular 
music anymore, but its releases are 
still almost universally renowned. 
The band, like the Beatles before 
it, continues to prove that fads may 
come and go, but quality has a lasting 
impact and will always strike an es-
sential chord. 

SEE TORO Y MOL, PAGE 16

Late Nights & Early Mornings is 
the debut solo album from Grammy-
nominated singer-songwriter Mar-
sha Ambrosius, a member of the Eng-
lish R&B act Floetry. The 13-track 
album boasts production from the 
likes of Just Blaze, Dre & Vidal and 
Rich Harrison.

Marsha Ambrosius
Late Nights & Early Mornings
J Records

By TYANA JACKSON
Staff Writer

The opener, “Anticipation,” and 
the follow-up track “With You” (co-
written by Alicia Keys) offer a sen-
sual feel. The title track has a heavy 
Prince sound, from the high-pitched 
vocals to the beat, which samples 
Purple Rain’s “The Beautiful Ones.”

The first single, “Hope She 
Cheat on You,” is spiteful: “I hope she 
cheat on you with a basketball player 
/ Hope that she Kim Kardashian her 
way up / Don’t know the difference 
between a touchdown and a layup / 
Got you on Viagra in order for you 
to stay up.” The track is funny and 
showcases easy commercial appeal.

“Faraway,” the second single, is 
a powerful ballad about the loss of a 
loved one. 

Although the album starts off 
strong, the middle of the album is 
gets dull with depressing or love-
centric tracks — not to mention Am-
brosius often sounds as if she’s yell-
ing rather than singing. 

But a cover of Portishead’s “Sour 
Times” is a gem, delivered with su-
perbly on-point soul.

Other tracks that stand out are 
“Lose Myself” and “Your Hands,” on 
which Ambrosius diverts back to the 
classic Floetry sound fans fell in love 
with.

“The Break-Up Song” explores 
the honest and very real moment 
when a relationship is over and 
there’s no way to fix it. The track is so 
raw — she delivers emotions so true 
they’re almost palpable. 

A remixed version of “Butter-
flies,” originally written by Ambrosi-
us for Michael Jackson and featured 
on Jackson’s Invincible, also landed 
on the album. 

Through playful melodies and 
raw vocals, Ambrosius offers a well-
balanced debut full of sensuality, 
human experience, femininity and 
genuine emotion — the kind of album 
that’s worth losing sleep over.

The name Toro y Moi, sort of 
translated to Bull and Me, is incred-
ibly deceiving. The laid-back air that 

Toro y Mol
Underneath the Pines
Carpark Records

By PAUL DEMERRITT
Staff Writer



Atlanta Events

Want to see an event in this space? Contact Jhoni Jackson at 
signalentertainment@gmail.com with the event name, time, 
date, location and a brief description.

TUESDAY, MARCH 15

Band of Outsiders screening
If you’ve never seen the French New Wave class—directed by the iconic 
Jean-Luc Godard—now’s your chance to watch it for free, courtesy of 
Cinematastic Atlanta, an independent film screening group. It’s also 
a chance to check out the venue, a fresh addition to Castleberry Hill’s 
thriving arts district. Curb parking is free on Peters and Walker streets, 
or try a paid lot in the neighborhood. For more information, e-mail 
cinematasticatlanta@gmail.com
Sous Whisky Marin, 263 Peters St. // 9:30 p.m. // Free, all ages

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16

Gyun Hur: Spring Hiatus
The intricate installation was completed March 10, but you can still 
check out the Korean-inspired rows of colorful silk flowers that, from 
afar, make a beautiful, clean pattern. 
Lenox Square Mall, 3393 Peachtree Road // Mall hours through 
March 30 // Free, all ages

THURSDAY, MARCH 17

St. Pabst Blowout
Atlanta likes to party — at Graveyard in East Atlanta in particular. 
Drink specials include $1 PBR, $2 Jell-O shots (green, of course) and $3 
Jameson. Sugar Dolls will provide alcohol-infused cupcakes, and there’s 
a raffle with prizes from the city’s best tattoo shops (13 Roses, Ink & 
Dagger, Liberty Tattoo and others). What more do you want? Another 
floor of madness? You got it — the party will overflow into the not-yet-
officially-opened Basement venue.
Graveyard Tavern, 1245 Glenwood Ave. // 9 p.m. // $5, 21 and up

Atlanta Funk Society and DJ Rock Most
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day in an unconventional way: a concert of funk 
covers helmed by a 9-piece band. After the show, DJ Rock Most will 
spin more funk and soul jams. The event is free, which means you have 
more money to drink with. 
Star Bar, 437 Moreland Ave. // 9 p.m. // Free, 21 and up

FRIDAY, MARCH 18

Stay Productive 5
Like the events before it, this installment offers a roundtable discussion 
with Illastrate, Floyd the Locsmif, Paten Locke (who will also perform) 
and others. The event doubles as the album release party for Catalyst 
and Baka. If you haven’t been paying attention to Atlanta’s underground 
hip-hop and R&B scene — or if you’re looking to make some music 
moves yourself — this is the perfect night to get started.
529, 529 Flat Shoals Ave. // 9 p.m. // $5-$10, 21 and up

SATURDAY, MARCH 19

CommonCreativ Release Party
Head to the Old Fourth Ward to celebrate the launch of 
CommonCreativ, a new magazine focused on Atlanta’s arts scene. The 
first issue is a showcase of Atlanta’s 50 “Most Creative” residents. 
ABV Gallery, 659 Auburn Ave.  // 7 p.m.-11p.m. // Free, all ages

SUNDAY, MARCH 20

Young, Foxy & Free Spring Body Issue Launch Party
Another arts-centric magazine party? It’s true, Atlanta’s a bit inundated 
with coverage of the arts scene — but why not? All of that press is only 
adding fuel to the creative fire. It’s free, and a great chance to mingle 
with in-the-know locals in between dancing to DJs Black Dominoes 
and Cornel Novac. 
The SoundTable, 483 Edgewood Ave. // 9 p.m. // Free, all ages

MONDAY, MARCH 21

Carnivores, Outer Minds, Peoples Temple, The Clap, 
Chandus
Enjoy a night of rowdy rock — some of it local, all of it offshoots of punk 
rock — on East Atlanta’s best one-step stage. 
529, 529 Flat Shoals Ave. // 9 p.m. // $5, 21 and up
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envelops Toro y Moi’s sound evokes 
images of soaring through a dense 
fog layering a city, or perhaps attend-
ing a classy jazz club in space. A bull 
is probably the very last thing that 
could possibly come to mind over the 
electric malaise explored on Toro y 
Moi’s latest release, Underneath the 
Pines. 

It is the latest in an increasingly 
extensive catalog of chillwave, prob-
ably one of the most finicky genres 
ever crafted. Chillwave is a style that 
can range from tedious indifference 
to hazy beauty, unfortunately lean-
ing more toward the former. Toro y 
Moi, however, has been one of the 
few champions of the genre, examin-
ing its most hidden nuances and ex-
panding its sound to newfound terri-
tories. Underneath the Pines channels 
bleary electronics through an almost 
’60s jazz style, fastening the space of 
chillwave to the trumpet of Miles Da-
vis. Electronic pianos endlessly swirl 
around thumping disco bass tenu-
ously supported by washy midnight 
drum beats. 

The style has an infectious 
quality that seems to sway your ears 
back and forth, yet the loosened vibe 
wears thin easily. Five songs through 
the album, your focus wanes and you 
feel more and more as if the album 
is just background music. Although 
the sound is nearly perfect, there 
is nothing to be truly excited about. 
There aren’t really any distinguishing 
qualities between the tracks; it plays 
more like a DJ mix than an LP. On a 
solid album, a listener can develop 
individual connections to songs — 
as opposed to an overall feeling that 
can’t be specified or expanded upon. 
Of course, you can’t really call that 
a criticism, because some styles of 
music only aspire to soundtrack the 
back corners of your mind. Chillwave 
may not be an immediately exhilarat-
ing genre, but it certainly serves its 
purpose well. Underneath the Pines 
doesn’t offer an example of daring 
musicianship, but it is an incredibly 
fitting way to guide someone into 
sleep. And that isn’t a bad thing at all. 

Swedish indie pop singer Lykke 
Li is back with her sophomore studio 
album. The singer has claimed that 
Wounded Rhymes, an album about 
separation, is also personal reflection 
of her life, almost imitating her diary.

Her debut album, Youth Nov-

Lykke Li
Wounded Rhymes
Atlantic

By EMILY YANG
Staff Writer

>> TORO Y MOL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

els, didn’t sell well in the U.S., but 
critically, it was well received. Other 
artists liked it too — among other re-
mixes, two Youth Novels singles were 
remixed by Drake and 3OH!3.

Though they’ve never recorded 
in the same room, Lykke Li collabo-
rated with Kanye West and Santo-
gold for “Gifted,” a track from hip-
hop duo N.A.S.A’s debut album. She 
has also appeared on a ballad track, 
“Possibility,” for the film New Moon.

This 10-track album shows a 
mature Lykke Li. Her trademark soft, 
soothing vocals are now sassy and 
confident, and paired with poignant 
lyrics.

In the lead single “Get Some,” 
listeners may mistake the meaning of 
song to be about sex: “I’m your pros-
titute, you gon’ get some.” Instead, 
Lykke Li told The Guardian that the 
track is about the power of a woman 
being able to make a man fantasize 
about her. The repetitive beating 
drums and authoritative tone of her 
voice help build the fantasy world 
conjured up through Lykke Li’s track.

For the second single, “I Follow 
Rivers,” the instruments are used 
to quietly build up a dysfunctional 
feeling, reflecting the message of 
the track: the singer’s strong desire 
to follow a lover. The catchy chorus 
seems to save the meaning and draw 
attention away from it turning into a 
bizarre obsession.

Lykke Li’s strength is in her abil-
ity to evoke the necessary emotions 
to pull off each track. On the uplift-
ing and empowering “Youth Knows 
No Pain,” Lykke Li seems to urge 
women to be independent. “Sadness 
is a Blessing” is lyrically relatable by 
its slow drawing out of her emotions, 
which seems to invite listeners to do 
the same.

The album’s longest song, “I 
Know Places,” uses few instruments 
to develop a sense of inevitable de-
parture. What makes it stand out 
from the rest is that the first four 
minutes consist of lyrics, whereas 
the last two minutes transition to an 
instrumental break, maybe symbol-
izing an irreversible change.

With Wounded Rhymes, Lykke 
Li has been able to show listeners a 
refined style. She has taken her weak 
areas and tweaked them to her ad-
vantage. Lykke Li is in control of her 
music and she demonstrates confi-
dence in her sound, even when she’s 
a far cry from mainstream pop. 

For a while, it seemed like 

Modern Skirts
Gramahawk
Self-released

By BROOKE MARSHALL
Copy Editor

Modern Skirts might join the crazy-
long list of notable Athens, Ga., 
bands: R.E.M., the B-52’s, Bubba 
Sparxxx, Drive-By Truckers, Of 
Montreal, Widespread Panic and the 
groups in the Elephant 6 Collective, 
just to name a few. The band earned 
a loyal local following and drew 
comparisons to Ben Folds and the 
Beach Boys with its cheerful, piano-
driven sound and multilayered vocal 
harmonizing. But on its third album, 
Gramahawk, the Skirts venture a bit 
too far into lo-fi territory, ultimately 
sounding sloppy, immature and even 
abrasive.

Perhaps the most disappointing 
aspect of the album is that it starts 
off with real promise. Opener “Jane 
Child” is catchy and cheeky, with 
brazen, almost defiant vocals. It’s fol-
lowed by the fist-pumper “Happy 81,” 
which admittedly feels like cheating, 
since it made its debut on the 2010 
EP of the same name. 

But the next track, “Bridges and 
Overpasses” subjects the listener to a 
melody that’s tuneless, even grating. 
Later in the album comes the chaotic 
confusion of “Ship Shape.” Over a 
disorganized series of beeps and bo-
ops that sound like a dying children’s 
toy, singer Jay Gulley shouts, “Ship, 
shape / I’d love to take you out on a 
likable date.” It’s not clear what he’s 
trying to achieve with these words — 
a sad stab at cleverness? Or is this just 
lazy lyricism?  

“Hitler on Wheels” is the sort of 
amateurish lo-fi you’d hear pouring 
out of a suburban garage when Mom 
and Dad aren’t home. The droning, 
uninspired vocal melody sounds like 
it was written by someone who rarely 
listens to music, let alone plays it.

Of course, the album isn’t with-
out its strengths, and a few songs 
almost deliver, in that they almost 
sound like the Skirts’ previous work. 
“DUI” is playful, almost childlike 
— though it too is recycled from the 
Happy 81 EP — and “Tape Deck” has 
a rough molasses-like sweetness to it. 

Naturally, no one puts on a Mod-
ern Skirts album when they’re in the 
mood for depth and introspection. 
This is band that made a name for it-
self with poppy, fun music. Of course, 
past tracks actually sounded, y’know, 
good. What happened to the band 
that kicked off its first full-length 
with the deliciously anthemic “New 
York Song”? Why would it stray from 
the sexy electronic feel of “Soft Ped-
als” or the sheer catchiness of “Radio 
Breaks”? 

Every band is entitled to ex-
perimentation, and it’s clear that’s 
what Modern Skirts was trying to 
do with Gramahawk. But it’s pos-
sible to try something decidedly less 
rigid without sacrificing melody and 
solid songwriting. It’s an admirable 
attempt at a fresh approach, but ul-
timately, Gramahawk is a disappoint-
ment.

For access to our archive 
of album reviews, visit 
www.gsusignal.com/
entertainment/album-
reviews/
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Georgia State’s very own Uni-
versity Commons was recently 
awarded “Best Overall Dorm” in the 
inaugural Dormy Awards created by 
Allen Gannett of Dormsplash.com.

College students from all over 
the nation have been submitting 
their ratings about their campus 
dorms since March 1 and different 
categories are made for those with 
the highest ratings. Categories con-
sist of: “Best Overall Dorms,” “Big-
gest Party Dorms,” “Dorm with the 
Hottest Residents,” “Schools with 
the Best RAs,” “Worst Dorms in the 
Country,” as well as “Best Dorms in 
the Country.”

“We made the Dormy Awards to 
give schools a way to know how their 
housing was doing,” Gannett said. 
“Are they doing a good job [or] poor 
job? The quality of housing should be 
transparent.”

There are 14 universities listed 
under each category and the Com-
mons placed first in “Best Overall 
Dorm” with a rating of 4.3 out of five 

and fourth in “Best Dorm” with a rat-
ing of 4.5 out of five.

The benefit of the results be-
ing based solely on student reviews 
allows for honesty and fairness es-
pecially for those who want to be 
informed of the quality of their uni-
versity dorms. 

For those students who have not 
experienced living in other dorms, 
the University Commons offers a lot 
more amenities than most other col-
lege residence halls. 

“I do think that the Commons 
deserves this award,” said resident 
Naeshia McDowell. “This housing 
facility goes above and beyond what 
is expected of a dormitory. On top of 
having apartment style dorm rooms 
we also have some of the best views 
in Atlanta. There are people who pay 
thousands of dollars to get views like 
ours.” 

The Commons features security, 
a courtyard, lounge areas and rooms 
equipped with separate bathrooms, a 
living room and kitchen areas. A mini 
market is also conveniently acces-
sible to students. 

But even with all of its great 

features students found areas for 
improvement. Aaron Biemiller, says 
that although he  enjoys living in the 
Commons because of its safe and 
clean environment as well as it be-
ing a great place for students to get 
involved, he would like for “students 
[to be] allowed to enter through the 
courtyard doors instead of the main 
entrance.” McDowell suggested that 
a dining hall be made available.  

Dormsplash.com plans to keep 
new and returning users coming 
back to the site by offering a “massive 
cupcake party” as an incentive for the 
university with the best ratings. Gan-
nett adds that he hopes users come 
back to write reviews and read about 
their campus housing. “We want the 
site to be a resource for students to 
find out the good and bad of housing 
at their schools [as well as] be a chan-
nel for students to vent about their 
housing and let universities knows 
how they are doing.” 

To learn more about Georgia 
State University Housing options, 
feel free to visit www.gsu.edu/hous-
ing.

University Commons take home the Dormy Award

PATRICK DUFFY | SIGNAL
Georgia State’s University Commons wins “Best Overall Dorm.”

By JOHDI-ANN WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

Enso, the new apartment com-
plex in Atlanta, has collaborated 
with a Georgia State marketing 
class to bring awareness to their 
completely eco-friendly communi-
ty. Dr. Hiram Barksdale’s marketing 
4900 class teamed up with Enso to 
help students gain hands-on expe-
rience in the marketing industry.

Dana Graziano, self-described 
“marketing maven” and Georgia 
State alum, was key in facilitating 
the program for the students. Gra-
ziano who was a previous student 
of Barksdale’s class had participat-
ed in a similar program in the class 
and after she graduated, hosted her 
first group of students at her previ-
ous job with 100 Midtown Student 
Housing.

She was able to bring a new 
angle to the project. 

“Usually they focus on a prod-
uct so it was definitely a different 
spin on what they would normally 
be focusing on. So, when I present-
ed the idea to him he loved it and 
he hopped on board and he worked 
with us through spring of last year,” 
Graziano said.

According to Graziano, the 
students were not the only group to 
benefit from the project. 

“They were huge [results] with 
our occupancy—huge results. We 
had a great group of students that 
worked with us,” said Graziano.  “A 
few of them we actually hired af-
terwards to work there. So it was 
definitely a win-win situation. I left 
there with 99 percent occupancy.”

When Graziano left 100 Mid-
town to go to Enso, Dr.Barksdale 
and his students were on her mind. 

“When I was brought onto to 
Enso, that was the first thought. I 
had to get Dr. Barksdale involved,” 
Graziano said.

Melissa White, property man-
ager of Enso and Georgia State 
alum, hopes students learn some of 

the lessons that she learned when 
she was still a student.

“I want them to learn a lot of 
what I learned from Georgia State 
which is working under pressure 
with multitasking,” said White. 
“There is a lot to do here. It’s non 
-stop work and it’s all about think-
ing outside of the box.”

Graziano shared similar senti-
ments. 

“It’s a learning experience—
[not] just taking a grade or having 
something to add to your resume,” 
she said. “Maybe we can open 
someone else’s eyes to a different 
aspect.” 

Graziano expressed interest in 
working with students on a consis-
tent basis.

“If he’ll have us, I’d love to do it 
every semester,” she said. 

Graziano and White are eager 
to make Enso known around Atlan-
ta, namely the Georgia State com-
munity. Both expressed interest in 
helping the university and Atlanta.

“Something else that Enso will 
be doing is reaching out and partici-
pating in activities,” said White. “If 
Georgia State has a big homecom-
ing parade and needs a sponsor, 
Enso’s here to say ‘we want to be a 
part of that. We want to support it.’”

In addition to helping stu-
dents, Enso will soon be the first 
gold certified green community 
in the country. The community is 
made up of 85 percent recycled ma-
terials and even its most minute de-
tails are eco-friendly.

“Everything from how the 
foundation was built to the screens 
on the windows and the HVAC 
units that [we] use. Everything is 
built to save our residents money,” 
says Graziano. “We should be see-
ing about [a] 20 to 25 percent saving 
in utilities for their electricity and 
water bills.”

For more information on Enso, 
they can be found online at www.
ensoatl.com. 

Alums give back to 
students and community

ASHLEIGH ATWELL | SIGNAL 
ENSO  is providing Georgia State marketing students with hands-on 
experience.

By ASHLEIGH ATWELL
Staff Writer
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We are seeking men and women between 18 and 50 years of age, who do 
not have HIV, and are ready to join our quest for a vaccine to combat HIV.

If eligible you will participate in a study to evaluate a vaccine developed 
to prevent HIV/AIDS and stimulate the body’s immune system. The study 
will examine the safety of the vaccine and assess the immune response 
in those who are immunized. The vaccine does not contain HIV, and you 
will receive $75 per study visit for your time and travel expenses to the 
study location in Decatur, Georgia. This study is being conducted by Dr. 
Mark Mulligan of the Hope Clinic of the Emory Vaccine Center, located 
at 603 Church Street, Decatur, GA 30030.

www.hopeclinic.emory.edu | vaccine@emory.edu

Hope…be a part of it.  

Call 877-424-HOPE(4673) to learn more.

Hope has impact.

Your involvement 
keeps us growing.

Innovation is nothing new to the 
realm of technology in which we live. 
However lately, some just are not all 
that innovative. They are either a rec-
reation of something we have seen 
before, and in efforts to make the 
modernize each piece of technology, 
it often becomes something that is 
barely recognizable or hard to use. 

In spite of this issue, sometimes 
a product comes along that knows 
exactly what it’s place is, and is spe-
cialized to fit users to a tee. This is 
where TrendOY!, the newest appli-
cation from Digify Media, comes into 
play.

TrendOY! is a news application 
that virtually allows users to read  
headlines from the day in a matter 
of minutes, rather than scouring 
busy news websites or applications 
for longer periods of time. The 
140 character or less headlines are 
organized by time, with the most 
recent at the top. Next to each 
headline is a color coding system, 
suitably deemed “sentiment analysis” 
that displays green for positive news, 
yellow for news that is middle ground 
or not necessarily going to make 
a difference, and red for negative 
news. Another aspect that separates 
TrendOY! from other applications is 

its editorial focus.
“Every single thing is human 

edited,” explained Digify Media 
Founder and Georgia State student 
Gundeep Hora. “We actually have 
journalists working 18 hours out of 
24.”

While Hora eventually wants 
to turn the application into a news-
wire service, as of now making sure 
that superlative product delivery and 
relative content reigns supreme at 
Digify. 

“Every headline we send out is 
handwritten and handcrafted spe-
cifically for our application so it’s 
all original content. We do read that 
content, so we have our journalists 
reading the news cycles, every single 
article,” Hora said. 

While journalists monitor wires 
and social media sources like Twit-
ter and Facebook, they also analyze 
news content. 

“[Then we are] analyzing it and 
condensing the entire article down to 
140 characters or less. It’s a nice, long 
headline, but the headline is far more 
descriptive, far from informative, far 
more precise, and it actually has an 
editorial voice,” he explained. 

In addition to savoring the per-
sonality that the application brings, 
readers can also unlock badges for 
reading and opening it. This is simi-
lar to the principles that fellow--yet 

Gundeep Hora’s venture into 
‘accidental’ entrepreneurship

completely dissimilar applications 
like Four Square and Scoutmob use. 
Four Square uses badges for number 
of check ins to a place, while Scout-
mob uses return-perks for deal in-
centives.

Hora’s background itself is just 
as intriguing as the unprecedented 
concept of TrendOY!. The Georgia 
State senior launched his first com-
pany when he was 16, and had been 
an entrepreneur for eight years be-
fore starting Digify Media. Surpris-
ingly, it was unintentional. 

“I’m what I like to call an ac-
cidental entrepreneur,” Hora ex-
plained. “Neither side of my fam-
ily has ever had an entrepreneur or 
anyone who was supposed to be. 
I’m from India originally, and it was 

supposed to be your stereotypical 
lawyers, doctors, and engineers.” 
While bored during the summer, he 
decided to launch a technology/news 
website, which became a hobby that 
he was later convinced to turn into a 
revenue generator by ad salesmen at 
the largest technology trade show in 
the world. 

The Economics/Marketing ma-
jor was also a 2009 Global Student 
Entrepreneur of the Year finalist as 
well as a 2010 Student Entrepreneur 
of the Year finalist at TiE Atlanta.

As for the company, there are a 
few big goals in mind. 

“The number one goal is to 
bring humans back to journalism. 
Journalism is an art. We don’t believe 
you can necessarily use algorithms or 

technology--you can use it to make it 
better--but you cant use it to replace 
human beings,” Hora said. They also 
plan to innovate on the mobile plat-
form when it comes to journalism in 
order reach larger audiences by help-
ing readers save time. 

The majority of work on the ap-
plication and Digify Media is held on 
Georgia State’s campus in the library. 
While Zeeshan Khan works on ap-
plication design and Ravdeep Hora 
works as a marketing intern, both 
of whom are Georgia State students, 
TrendOY! was coded and developed 
by a Georgia Tech graduate.

TrendOY! is currently available 
for free download on iOS only, while 
Android, Windows Phone 7, and 
Blackberry to follow later.

PATRICK DUFFY | SIGNAL
From left to right: Zeeshan Khan, Gundeep Hora and Ravdeep Hora stands with their innovative app.

By CHELSIE ROHLEN
Staff Writer
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Campus Events

Want to see your event in this space? Contact Angel White 
at signalliving@gmail.com with your event’s name, time, 
date, location and a brief description of the event. All events 
listed in the Campus Events calendar must either take place 
on campus or be produced by a Georgia State-affiliated 
organization.

TUESDAY, MARCH 15

Desserts with the Dean
Please join Dr. Randy Kamphaus for dessert in the College of Education 
Lobby.
College of Education // 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Courtyard Series Concert: An Evening of Music
Musicians Scratch Track and Jared Mahone will perform live on the 
first-floor of the Student Center.
Student Center // 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16

Undergraduate Research Conference
Georgia State University will hold the annual Undergraduate Research 
Conference, featuring poster presentations, oral presentations 
or artistic displays from undergraduate students from across the 
university. 
Rialto Center Lobby // 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Feed Your Senses
Join your downtown friends for the Lunchtime Learning Performing 
Arts Series held monthly at the Rialto Center for the Arts at Georgia 
State University. The program features a different artist or speaker each 
month providing a casual and fun insider’s look at their craft. 
Rialto Center Lobby // 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 17

Women and Leadership: Do Women Lead Differently?
Do women and men lead in different ways? Is it sexist to say women 
cannot lead in the same way as men? In this session, we will explore 
research on women’s leadership style.
Lucerne Suite Student Center // 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Amateur Night
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with us as we share in the talent of our 
fellow students.
Student Center Ballroom // 7:00 p.m. 

Bordeaux in Atlanta: French Jazz Concert
Join us for a fabulous evening of contemporary French jazz music 
featuring a new jazz suite! Gordon Vernick is joined by Atlanta resident 
Shekinah Rodz, as well as Olivier Gatto, David Petrois and Fred Borey 
from France. 
Florence Kopleff Recital Hall // 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 25

Photoshop (Intermediate) 
A step up from our absolute beginner’s series for the slightly more 
advanced user.  Although not required, the beginner series would be 
recommended before attending
Classroom South Room 403 (Mac Lab) // 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEB 26

Paul Taylor Dance Company
Founder Paul Taylor—a true visionary—bridged, as no other 
choreographer had before him, the worlds of classical ballet and 
modern dance, and his celebrated troupe continues to astound with its 
unrivaled creativity. This is a Rialto Series performance. Purchas
Rialto Center for the Arts // 8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Ask comedian Mike E. Win-
field about comedy and you can get 
the real answer, “Comedy is tough.”  
Winfield performed at Georgia State 
today, doing his comedy routine for 
the lunchtime crowd in the Student 
Center. For Winfield, this was part of 
his road trip through the southeast 
that stops at three colleges and a side 
trip to San Luis Obispo in California.

Mike has been on the comedy 
tour for several years, appearing on 
Late Show with David Letterman and 
Last Comic Standing, where he made 
it to the semifinals. This is not his 
first comedy gig in Atlanta, but his 
first at Georgia State. 

His comedy routine spanned 
about an hour, where he went from 
subject to subject. When something 
did not seem to work, he moved on to 
something else. There were not many 
subjects that he considered off limits, 
but there was always the feeling that 
he was laughing with us, not laugh-
ing at us. 

Winfield entertained audiences 
with a story of his ride on MARTA. 
He said he was riding into town from 
the airport and there was a white 
woman riding on the train in back of 
him. 

Winfield said, “She tried to 
touch my Afro. Why would she want 
to touch my Afro? I smacked her.”

Mike E. Winfield delivers laughs for lunch
By HOWARD STACY
Staff Writer

HOWARD STACY 

| SIGNAL 
Winfield 
entertained 
audiences 
with his 
comedic 
stand-up. 

Another routine was about his 
days as a teenager working in a gro-
cery store. The store had a self-ser-
vice checkout line, and Winfield was 
supposed to watch the line to make 
sure people would not steal food. 
He soon learned the people would 
not run the food past the scanners, 
but would make a loud, high-pitched 
“beep” sound, so it would appear 
that they had scanned the item. Then 
they dropped the food in the bag. It 
worked until a guy came in and his 
“beep” was very deep. Mike chal-
lenged the guy, who seemed to think 
it was his right to steal food. 

Sex was not a subject that Win-
field avoided either. His routine start-
ed with, “Have you noticed those 
billboards about STDs? This stuff is 
scary.”

Physical comedy is something 
he did very well. Consider Winfield’s 
take on death. He spoke about the 
ostrich that suddenly appears in his 

living room, as he demonstrates how 
the ostrich would kill him, and pecks 
at his chest. He titled it The Seven 
Deadly Pecks. 

This is followed by Mikes’ ob-
servation that he would not want to 
die that way. 

“Who wants to die a funny 
death?” he said. “Who wants people 
to smile when they talk about how 
you died? Not me.”

On texting, Mike observed that 
it was created so women could fight 
with you without seeing you. “You 
could be next to your woman, and 
she could be texting away, and you 
would not know you were in real 
trouble,” he said.

When asked about Georgia State 
students entering the comedy field, 
Mike said, “You cannot just write 
good material. You have to work on 
your delivery. You have to stand in 
front of a mirror and watch how you 
look, and practice and practice.”
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Leadership Development

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
www2.gsu.edu/leadership

True Colors: Discover Your Leadership Style
Thursday, March 17, 1 p.m.

Student Center, Lucerne Suite
This is not your typical personality assessment! True Colors 

analyzes the interactions between differing personalities 
to help you understand yourself and others. Come take the 

True Colors test to learn about your own personality style and 
how to interact effectively with the other leadership styles.

Just Say No: Setting Personal Boundaries
Wednesday, March 23, Noon
Student Center, Lucerne Suite

Have your commitments taken over your life? 
Feel guilty when you have to say no? 

Learn how to set healthy boundaries and get your life back.

Leadership Takeout Conference
Friday, April 1, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Student Center
Register online at http://gsu.orgsync.com 

Are you prepared to take the leadership role 
in your organization? Do you know how to manage 

a budget or plan a successful event? If you are a leader 
in a campus organization, you wonʼt want to miss this 

mini-conference, which will prepare you for campus leadership. 

COURTYARD SERIES
Courtyard Stage

Student Center, First Floor

Trey Griffin
Piano

Thursday, March 24
12:30-1:30 p.m.

David Baldacci.jpg
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Spotlight 

SPOTLIGHT PROGRAMS BOARD
www.gsu.edu/spotlight

Amateur Night 2011
Thursday, March 17, 7 p.m.

Student Center Ballroom
Come spend St. Patrickʼs Day with Spotlight as we 

host our annual Amateur Night, which showcases the 
talents of your peers! Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

Panther Prowl: Justice League vs. 
The Legion of Doom “Blue Edition”

Friday, March 25, 8 p.m.-2 a.m.
Student Center Ballroom

Now is the time to be YOUR own super hero or villain. 
Come dressed as your favorite comic book character 
and have the opportunity to fly, test your strength, 
make your own cape or create your own graffiti art. 

Enter into the “Jeopardy”-style game show and test your 
comic book knowledge to win prizes! End the night 

showing off your super dancing skills with a 
video DJ party. Just follow the Batman searchlight…

Spotlight Programs Board is calling you!

Murder Mystery: Law & Murder
Wednesday, March 30, 7 p.m.

Student Center Ballroom
Join us for a three-course meal as we try to solve the 

mystery behind the murder. It promises to be bloody fun! 
Tickets are $5 for students and $7 for guests.

For more information, call Spotlight at 404/413-1610.

Styles Spacing Lists

Campus Events

CAMPUS EVENTS
Distinguished Speaker Series

www.gsu.edu/studentevents

David Baldacci
Best-Selling Author and Literacy Advocate

Wednesday, March 23, 3 p.m.
Student Center Ballroom
Book Signing To Follow

GSU Night at Six Flags
Friday, April 15, 6 p.m.-midnight
Buy tickets early for discounts!*

{entry/entry & meal}
 $20/$30 - March 7-31
 $28/$38 - April 1-14
 $35/$45 - at the gate

*No season passes allowed.
Free return ticket for June 5, 12 or 19.

On sale at www.rialtocenter.org,
Student Center Information Desk

and the University Bookstore.
Family & friends welcome. 
Children two & under free. 
Free parking at Six Flags.

GSU Night at Six Flags.jpg

http://www.gsu.edu/cinefest xcinefest movie times

Georgia State University uLearnGeorgia State University uLearn FacebookFacebook TwitterTwitter

Cinefest Film Theatre

Four Lions, March 14-20
Monday-Friday:  11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 
 5 p.m., 7 p.m., 9 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 
 5 p.m., 7 p.m.

The Illusionist/L’illusionniste, 
March 21-27
Monday-Friday: 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 
 5 p.m., 7 p.m., 9 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 
 5 p.m., 7 p.m.

All shows free for Georgia State University students with ID. 
Guests $3 before 5 p.m. and $5 after 5 p.m.

Styles Spacing Lists

http://www.gsu.edu/studentcenter

Supported by Student Activity Fees
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