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Tensions between the two par-
ties of Student Government Asso-
ciation candidates, the Students First 
and the Blue Parties, surfaced during 
the “Meet the Candidate Debate” last 
Thursday. Thirty-four candidates ran 
under the Students First Party and 
four under the Blue Party, while all 
others ran independently.

According to current SGA Presi-
dent James Dutton, the Students 
First Party was founded by former 
SGA President Greg Abt in 2009. The 
party is in the midst of its third con-
secutive election and is dedicated to 
serving students as a united front, he 
said. 

“Our party is really diverse – the 
only commonality is that you’re here 
for a student,” Executive Vice Presi-
dent Elise Laplante said. “When we 
run as a ticket we run as a group of in-
dividuals who understand the neces-
sity of supporting each other because 
no one else will do it.”

Speaking about the founders 
of the Students First Party, Laplante 
said, “They wanted to take SGA seri-
ously and really make it something 
that was a positive impact on stu-
dents.”

According to Dutton, this is due 
in part to students repeatedly being 
treated as second-class citizens.

“It gets under my fingernails 
when they say ‘Oh, the kids at GSU’,” 
Dutton said. “I’m 28 years old and 
have been married for five years. I’m 

an adult, not a kid.”
The Blue Party, created this 

election, consists of four students 
running together as representa-
tives from Alpha Kappa Psi Profes-
sional Business Fraternity, Inc. The 
four members are Vice President of 
Student Services candidate Sarah 
Roland, Vice President of Public Re-
lations Jarell Abrams, and Senator 
candidates Theo Muhumuza and 
Kirsten Williams. Members of the 
Blue Party challenged the Students 
First Party on the vagueness of its po-
litical platforms. 

During the debate for Vice Pres-
ident of Public Relations, Blue Party 
candidate Jerell Abrams questioned 
opponent Michael Brandenburg 
about why some of the candidates’ 
names were spelled wrong on the 
Students First Party pamphlet. 

“So how do you plan to make 
sure that doesn’t happen again?” 
Abrams asked.

“Well, we fixed it,” Brandenburg 
answered as members of the Students 
First Party laughed and cheered after 
his response. 

The Students First Party also 
took heat when Amos Kirk, candi-
date for Vice President of Student 
Life, clarified that he was not on the 
Students First Party ticket.

Benjamin Williams, who is on 
the Students First Party ticket, re-
sponded in his introduction, “My 
name is Ben Williams. I’m sopho-
more sociology major…and I will 
dismiss all vagueness about the Stu-
dents First ticket.”

In his first question, Kirk be-
gan by saying “my answer won’t be 

vague.”
“I will be available. I will not be 

hiding in an office,” he said. In his 
rebuttal, he added that Williams con-
tinued to be vague in his answers.

“I haven’t heard you say that you 
want to do this; that you want to do 
that. I haven’t heard a platform yet…
I told you specifically my plan,” Kirk 
said. 

Kirk said that, if elected, stu-
dents will see more activities on cam-
pus and “you won’t have to drive all 
the way to Six Flags to do it.”

“It is important for us to all un-
derstand that students come first. 
The Students First ticket is here for 
students always,” Williams replied. 

Dutton also was asked to defend 
his decision to align himself with the 
Students First Party ticket during the 
audience question and answer ses-
sion. 

“Our platform is not vague. We 
are here for the students,” he said.

An election commission made 
up of six students and one adviser 
determines the campaign guidelines, 
the most important of which, accord-
ing to Dutton, is that campaigning 
may only occur the week before vot-
ing. 

Campaigning for the 2011 elec-
tions began Sunday and voting begins 
on March 21. 

Dutton said that heavy cam-
paigning strictly occurs the week 
before voting in order to level the 
playing field but also as an attempt to 
increase voter turnout. 

“We have piss-poor voter turn-
out,” Dutton said. “Homecoming gets 
more votes than we do.”
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SGA candidates go toe to toe at debate

Dutton did say that voter turn-
out has steadily increased over the 
past three years, but this is due in 
part to a steadily increasing interest 
in the SGA as a whole, according to 
Laplante.

Laplante said the election com-
mission has been working diligently 
to bring more attention to the SGA by 
doing promotions.

Not only has voter turnout in-
creased, but the number of candidate 
applications has nearly doubled in 
only a year.

Dutton said that the SGA re-
ceived 47 candidate applications in 
2010. This year, the SGA received 81. 

There are approximately 42 
open positions: seven executive 
board positions and roughly 35 Sen-
ator positions. Laplante said that 
the number of Senate positions can 
change from year to year because it 
depends upon the size of the individ-
ual college. For example, the College 
of Arts and Sciences has 13 senators, 
while the College of Law has only 
two. 

During the “Meet the Candi-
dates Debate,” all 67 candidates for 
the senatorial positions were allowed 
30 seconds to introduce themselves 
and their platforms.

By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor
and SHEENA ROETMAN
Editor in Chief

MIRANDA SAIN | SIGNAL
Executive Vice President candidate, Elise Laplante, and Presidential 
candidate, James Dutton listen as another candidate in the audience at 
the SGA debate speaks.

VOTING IN THE 2011 SGA ELECTIONS
The polls are open now; polls close Friday, March 25 at 5 p.m.

Vote online at www.gsu.edu/sga
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The audience listens as running mates, Elise Laplante and James 
Dutton respond to questions.
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At the 70th annual Central At-
lanta Progress meeting, Georgia State 
President Mark Becker helped pres-
ent the Turner Broadcasting Down-
town Community Leadership Award 
to Georgia State patrons and alumni 
Bill and Peg Balzer. 

“Bill and Peg are all around great 
people, particularly in the heart and 
mind of us at Georgia State Univer-
sity,” he said.  

The Balzers have been active 
patrons of Georgia State by donating 
their time and money towards the 
progress of the university. Bill Balzer 
chairs the Georgia State University 
Foundation and is also on the boards 
for the Rialto Center and the College 
of Arts and Sciences. 

Recently, not only did the Balz-
ers helped to raise $42,000 for the 
College of Arts and Sciences, but they 
also matched the collected sum. 

As neighbors of Georgia State, 
the Balzers on occasion have donated 
their home for university events. 

The couple also plays a role in 
improving Woodruff Park by donat-
ing funds to help repair the park and 
add public programming. 

Becker expressed his gratitude 
towards the Balzers in his presenta-
tion.

“They give their time not only in 
service but they go above and beyond 
in their services. We truly treasure 
what they do,” he said. 

Bill Balzer is also an alumnus of 
Georgia State. He graduated in 1998 
from the university with a Bachelor 

in Interdisciplinary studies after re-
tiring. 

Among the presenters of the 
Turner Award, which recognizes pri-
vate citizens that benefit the Atlanta 
Downtown Community, were Lisa 
Harris and Executive Artistic Direc-
tor of Theatrical Outfit Tom Key. 

Key spoke about the contribu-
tions the Balzers made to the theatri-
cal community in downtown Atlanta. 
The Balzers played a significant role 
in finding a home for the Theatrical 
Outfit in the renovated Herren’s res-
taurant. They relocated in December 
2004 and the theater is named Balzer 
Theater. 

Also at Tuesday’s CAP meeting 
was the Dan Sweat Award, which 
recognizes the accomplishments of 
prominent business and organiza-
tional leaders. It was presented to 
George Goodwin. Goodwin, a Pulit-
zer-winning journalist, improved the 
city of Atlanta through his leadership 
at CAP. 

Gov. Nathan Deal and Atlanta 
Mayor Kasim Reed were also in at-
tendance at the meeting to give an 
annual report from the State Capitol 
and City Hall. 

Gov. Deal highlighted the prog-
ress in transportation efforts around 
Georgia. He also spoke about the at-
tempts to widen the Port of Savannah. 
Deal is making fiscal adjustments to 
deepen the port in Savannah, which 
would allow super tankers to pass 
through and dock there. 

Deal also spoke about the tri-
state water conflict and mentioned 
that negotiations were taking place 
with Alabama. He proposed that 

Central Atlanta Progress recognizes prominent Georgia State donors 

$300 million over the next four years 
be spent to develop additional reser-
voirs in the state of Georgia to pre-
vent future water crises. 

Deal then mentioned the future 
of the HOPE scholarship. 

“Later this morning I will be 
signing the legislation that has been 
passed by the General Assembly. We 
believe that it is a very good piece 
of legislation that will preserve the 

HOPE Program and keep it robust in 
the years to come,” he said.

After Gov. Deal spoke, Mayor 
Reed discussed improvements in the 
city of Atlanta over the past year, in-
cluding improvements to the budget 
deficit and how crime is down by 
ten points in each zone in Atlanta. 
He also mentioned the streetcar that 
was approved by the federal govern-
ment in October. He plans to travel 

to Washington on April 20 to discuss 
the future of the streetcar and transit 
in Atlanta. 

At the end of the meeting, the 
CAP announced the new Chairman, 
Egbert Perry, the first African-Amer-
ican to serve as chair. 

The CAP, founded in 1941, is 
a private nonprofit organization 
that works to improve and maintain 
Downtown Atlanta.

MISHALL REHMAN  | SIGNAL
Georgia State aluminus, Bill Balzer, and his wife, Peg Balzer, were awarded the Turner Broadcasting 
Downtown Community Leadership award for their involvement with Georgia State University.

By MISHALL REHMAN
Associate News Editor

A U.S. district judge recently 
ruled in favor of Augusta State Uni-
versity’s remediation plan for former 
counseling graduate student Jennifer 
Keeton. 

“The record suggests, and the 
testimony at the hearing bolsters, the 
Plan was imposed because Plaintiff 
exhibited an inability to counsel in a 
professionally ethical manner – that 
is, an inability to resist imposing her 
moral viewpoint on counselees – in 
violation of the ACA Code of Ethics,” 
according to the judge’s order. 

Keeton, 24, filed suit against 
the university on grounds of alleged 
anti-Christian discrimination after 
being required to complete a reme-
diation program or face expulsion for 
her outspoken anti-gay beliefs. The 
remediation plan involved attend-
ing diversity workshops, sensitivity 
training and other activities like the 
Gay Pride Parade in Augusta, Ga. The 

price for failing to do so would be ex-
pulsion from the university’s coun-
seling program.

“I really want to serve others. 
I want to strengthen and prepare 
young people for the challenges they 
face,” Keeton said in an interview 
with ABC.  

Keeton stands firm in her belief 
that being gay is a choice and that it 
is a sin. 

“It’s one of those kinds of hot 
button issues that Christians don’t 
agree amongst themselves about. 
There are certainly Christians within 
Christianity that condemn homo-
sexuality, but there are also those 
that are very accepting of it,” said Dr. 
Isaac Weiner, a religious studies pro-
fessor at Georgia State.

Keeton shared her views in 
several class assignments, class dis-
cussions and with other students, 
which is how Augusta State learned 
of her beliefs. One of her classmates 
testified in court, stating that during 
a discussion they had outside of the 

classroom, Keeton admitted that “in 
a counseling situation where a client 
discloses to her that he/she is gay, it 
is Keeton’s intention to tell the client 
that their behavior is morally wrong 
and then help the client ‘change’ 
that behavior. Keeton admitted fur-
ther that if she were not successful 
in helping this hypothetical client 
‘change,’ she would refer him/her to 
someone practicing conversion or re-
parative therapy.”

Because of her stance, Augusta 
State had serious doubts that Keeton 
would be able to objectively fulfill her 
duties as a school counselor, which 
was the career she planned to pursue. 
According to a statement released by 
Augusta State, the university “does 
not discriminate against any indi-
viduals on the basis of their personal, 
social, political or religious beliefs or 
views. No student is asked to change 
their religious beliefs or views in or-
der to participate in any program.” 

ACA ethical codes in Georgia university 
programs overrule religious beliefs 

JENNIFER KEETON
Augusta State student Jennifer Keeton lost a lawsuit against the 
university; the school alleges that Keeton’s self-professed influence of 
faith on her work would run counter to ACA ethical codes.

By CANDICE CAMERON
Staff Writer

SEE ACA, PAGE 5
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Campus Crime information provided by the Georgia State 
University Police Department. Additional information can be 
found at listserv.gsu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A0=SAFETY-HEALTH.

CAMPUS CRIME
MARCH 11, 2011

SPARKS HALL: Officers arrested a Non-GSU individual for 
Criminal Trespass. At 1:02 a.m. officers observed a suspicious 
person in the building and observed the glass was shattered on 
the double doors leading to E-Lot. He was issued a C.T.W. and 
was arrested, processed and transported to Fulton County Jail.

UNIVERSITY COMMONS: Officers arrested (3) GSU students 
and (1) Non-GSU individual for Alcoholic Possession under 21 
Year Old. At 11:15 p.m. officers confirmed all of the individuals 
were under age and intoxicated. They were all arrested, 
processed and released on a Copy of Charges. 

STUDENT CENTER: A report was filed for Criminal Trespass. 
The complainant, a GSU staff member stated, at 3:54 p.m. he 
noticed his right rear taillight was damaged. The case is being 
handled by Investigations. 

UNIVERSITY LOFTS: A report was filed for Theft. The 
complainant, a GSU staff member stated, at 3:30 p.m. he 
noticed a Play Station 3 was missing from one of the smart 
stations. The case is being handled by Investigations. 

MARCH 12, 2011

EDGEWOOD AVENUE/PEACHTREE CENTER AVENUE: A 
report was filed for Robbery by Intimidation. The complainants, 
a GSU student and a Non-GSU individual stated, at 9:57 p.m. 
they were approached from the behind and the suspect 
demanded money and stated he had a gun. There were no 
injuries reported. The case is being handled by Investigations. 

MARCH 13, 2011

POPLAR STREET: A report was filed for Robbery. The 
complainant, a GSU student stated, at 8:40 p.m. he was 
approached from the behind by (3) unknown suspects which 
forced him to the ground and took his cellular phone. There 
were no injuries reported. The case is being handled by 
Investigations. 

PIEDMONT NORTH: Officers issued a GSU student a Criminal 
Trespass Warning. At 8:45 p.m. officers were advised of 
an Odor of Marijuana. Officers made contact with (2) GSU 
students which confirmed they were smoking marijuana. 
Officers issued the non-resident a Criminal Trespass 
Warning from all GSU Housing. The case is being handled by 
Investigations and Housing. 

MARCH 15, 2011

UNIVERSITY COMMONS: A report was filed for Affray. The 
complainant, a GSU student stated, at 12:30 a.m. she observed 
two GSU students fighting. The case is being handled by 
Investigations.

GENERAL CLASSROOM BUILDING: A report was filed for 
Harassment. The complainant, a GSU student stated, at 2:45 
p.m. another GSU student refused to return her text book 
and became verbally abusive. The case is being handled by 
Investigations.

STUDENT CENTER: A report was filed for Harassing Phone 
Calls. The complainant, a GSU student stated, on 03/14/11 at 
6:40 p.m. he received harassing phone calls from an unknown 
individual. The case is being handled by Investigations. 

TURNER FIELD PARKING LOT: A report was filed for Duty 
upon Striking an Unattended Vehicle. The complainant, a GSU 
student stated, at 12:30 p.m. she noticed her left rear bumper 
was damaged. The case is being handled by Investigations.
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More and more students con-
tinue to fail Georgia math exams. In 
addition, a huge number of Georgia 
high school students recently failed 
the math section of the Georgia High 
School Graduation Test. 

 In December, about 17,520 stu-
dents failed the Math I and Math 
II End of Course Tests. As a result, 
school districts are examining these 
scores. 

The decision to keep integrated 
math, which includes Math I and 
Math II classes that mix different 
math categories into one, or to re-
turn to more traditional classes is 
turning out to be a huge controversy. 
Last spring, 114,005 students took the 
exam and 35.6 percent did not meet 
the expectations.

Out of 20,679 high school stu-
dents who took the Math I End of 
Course Test in December, 42.6 per-
cent failed, a 19.6 increase from the 
previous May. 

High number 
of high school 
students fail 
integrated 
math exam

Kathy Cox, former state super-
intendent, introduced integrated 
math during her tenure in order to 
make Georgia students more com-
petitive for college acceptance.

However, this is not the case. 
The average state Math I exam score 
fell from 74 percent in May to 73 per-
cent in December, reflecting a drop 
from a C to a D on many report cards.

Students in Cobb, Fulton, 
DeKalb and Gwinnett County 
Schools earned a C average for 
their district on the Math II End of 
Course Test. Atlanta Public Schools 
and Clayton County Schools had the 
lowest marks, holding a D average 
on both Math I and Math II End of 
Course Tests. 

School districts have had to 
teach algebra, geometry and trigo-
nometry together as one course, in-
stead of separately, since 2008.  

The state Board of Education 
thinks that more flexibility may be 
the answer. 

The board voted 10-1 on Mar. 14 
to allow districts to choose which-
ever approach to math they deem 
best, according to the Atlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution. Fulton and DeKalb 
Counties are reportedly leaning to-
wards a return to traditional math 
while Gwinnett and Hall will con-
tinue with integrated math.

Traditional math courses would 
include algebra I, geometry and alge-
bra II.

Current state superintendent 
John Barge is going along with the 
change to boost graduation rates.

In Georgia, 6,000 to 10,000 
teens have not been able to pass re-
quired math courses in high school. 

By TIFFANIE SMITH
Staff Writer

JOHNNY MILLER
Students come to the math lab to receive help in their classes.

SEE MATH, PAGE 5
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Earlier this month, a bill was 
proposed in the Georgia House of 
Representatives requiring President 
Barack Obama and any future presi-
dential and vice presidential candi-
dates to show proof of an American 
birth.

Republican Rep. Mark Hatfield 
of Waycross introduced HB 401, the 
Presidential Eligibility Assurance 
Act.  The bill would require candi-
dates to show “[their] first original 
long-form birth certificate” to Geor-
gia’s secretary of state in order to ap-
pear on next year’s presidential pri-
mary and general election ballots.

Furthermore, any presidential 
elector in the Electoral College who 
votes for a candidate who has not 
submitted documentation of birth 
will be guilty of a “misdemeanor of a 
high and aggravated nature.”

After being introduced, the bill 
had the signatures of 94 members of 
the 180-member House. But, by the 
next day, 20 members had taken their 
names off the list, and more followed 
suit through the rest of the week.

It is possible members distanced 
themselves from the bill after House 
Speaker David Ralston said the bill 
“was not on the ‘A-list’ of priorities.” 
The Speaker has said the state bud-
get, water reservoirs and tax reform 
are more important issues.

Some members, such as Repub-
lican Rep. Mike Jacobs of Brookhav-
en, balk at supporting the bill over 
the concern that it will send the in-
correct message about Georgia’s pri-
orities.

HB 401 requires presidential 

candidates to sign an affidavit saying 
they have never held dual citizenship. 

President Obama was born with 
dual citizenship to an American 
mother and Kenyan father.  However, 
he lost his Kenyan citizenship in his 
20s after not taking the proper steps 
to maintain it by age 23, which is re-
quired by Kenyan law. Nonetheless, 
the Constitution does not say any-
thing about invalidating candidates 
who hold or held dual citizenship.

The White House has repeat-
edly taken steps to prove the Presi-
dent’s birth in Hawaii, including the 
provision of his Certification of Live 
Birth, which is legal evidence for fact 
of birth in any courtroom. 

Georgia is not alone in seeking 
legislation like this. 

In Arizona, Republican state 
Rep. Judy Burges has put forth a 
similar proposal, issued with 16 co-
sponsors from the state Senate. It 
only needs 16 votes in the Senate to 
pass. It has been moved to the House 
rules and judiciary committees. In 
the House, there are 25 co-sponsors 
and it only needs 31 votes to pass.

There are similar bills being 
proposed and voted on in Connecti-
cut, Iowa, Indiana, Maine, Missouri, 
Montana, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Ten-
nessee and Texas.  Most of them also 
require affidavits supporting docu-
mentation.

In light of criticism from both 
parties and various legal and Consti-
tutional experts, Hatfield has made 
changes to the original bill and pro-
duced a substitute.

The effective date of the bill has 
been pushed to July 1, 2013 in order 
to dissuade critics that the bill specif-
ically targets President Obama. Lan-

Birther bill runs into gridlock in General Assembly

guage concerning dual or multiple 
citizenships has been removed after 
claims of its unconstitutionality. 

This has angered the “true-
believers” of the birther movement, 
who vocalized their dissatisfaction 
on websites such as Birtherreport.
com. Hatfield posted an email on the 
blog in an effort to assure birthers of 
the integrity of the bill.

“You don’t need to convince 
me that Obama needs to be subject 

to a law requiring proof of eligibil-
ity; I believe it wholeheartedly and 
have been actively advocating for it 
for years. Your efforts would be bet-
ter spent contacting the leadership 
of the Georgia House and demand-
ing that the bill be allowed to move,” 
Hatfield said.

However, it doesn’t seem the bill 
will pass any time soon. It stalled in 
the Rules Committee on March 15, 
failing to pass to the next committee 

for a vote.
Steve Anthony, a professor in 

Georgia State’s political science de-
partment, expects similar results in 
other states with candidate eligibility 
legislation pending.

“The leadership is not going to 
let bills like this be a diversion from 
other issues,” Anthony said. “It will 
never be put on the line for people to 
vote on.”

JOEFF DAVIS | CREATIVE LOAFING
Georgia Rep. Mark Hatfield is proposing legislation that would require presidential candidates to provide a 
birth certificate before being placed on the ballot. 

By RYAN MIXSON
Staff Writer

Georgia Representative Bobby 
Franklin (R-Marietta) introduced a 
bill that will classify some miscar-
riages as “prenatal murder.” The bill, 
if it passed, could convict mothers as 
felons if their miscarriage was classi-
fied as an abortion. Women who mis-
carry would have to prove there was 
no human involvement in the mis-
carriage and some believe this would 
subject mothers to health screenings 
or other types of criminal investiga-
tion.  If a woman was found guilty, 
she could be charged with a life sen-
tence or the death penalty. 

Franklin’s bill, HB 1, which is 
introduced each session and died 
in committee this time, defines pre-
natal murder as the “intentional re-
moval of a fetus from a woman with 
an intention other than to produce a 
live birth or to remove a dead fetus,” 
meaning this bill would have effec-
tively make abortion illegal in the 
state of Georgia. 

Danielle Gentile, a Georgia State 
graduate student of criminology said, 

“This bill undermines our Consti-
tutional rights in the 9th and 14th 
amendments as not only citizens 
but as women in the United States 
of America. The Supreme Court has 
consistently ruled that women have 
a right to abortion…and no state may 
impose regulation [thats] purpose 
or effect is to place a substantial ob-
stacle in the path of a woman seeking 
an abortion before the fetus attains 
viability.” 

The American Pregnancy Asso-
ciation states that miscarriages gen-
erally occur within the first 13 weeks 
of pregnancy and in most cases the 
cause cannot be identified. The As-
sociation also notes that there are 
many types of miscarriages and that 
“miscarriage is often a process, not a 
single event.” 

“Miscarriages are so unfamil-
iar to the world of science—how on 
earth could anyone prove whether or 
not there was ‘human involvement’? 
This is insulting to all women,” said 
Georgia State senior and psychol-
ogy major Tara Tenney. “A woman 
cannot control whether or not she 
miscarries and to say that she could 

possibly be charged with murder 
and even the death penalty is ridicu-
lous. A miscarriage is heart breaking 
enough, and I am very interested in 
the research they have found that can 
support this outrageous claim.”

Cassi Beach, a senior in the early 
childhood education program and 
an expectant mother, said that even 
though she does not generally sup-
port abortions, “there are many more 
things our politicians need to con-
centrate on! Child abuse and negli-
gence of the children that are already 
on this world is a good place to start.” 

“It seems inhumane to make a 
woman go through any type of test-
ing and questioning after such a gut 
wrenching incident. It is super hard 
to cause a miscarriage. I think there 
should be more scientific back-
ground to this premise of ‘causing 
miscarriages,’” she added. 

Janelle Yamarick, community 
services director of the Feminists 
Women’s Health Center, called HB 
1 “a really scary proposition” that is 
“widely out of step with mainstream 
Georgia.” 

“We keep getting stuck on these 

Rep. Franklin introduces legislation to 
criminalize miscarriages and ban abortions

ideological disputes when we could 
do so much practically,” she said. 

On Mar. 11, Yamarick sent a me-
dia advisory encouraging the press to 
attend a Senate committee meeting 
where the Senate would vote on two 
more anti-abortion bills. The original 
bill on the schedule, SB 209, would 
have banned abortion after 20 weeks, 
when doctors estimate that a fetus 
can feel pain. 

The bill was sent to the Senate 
Rules committee as a substantial bill 
to be passed in what Yamarick de-
scribed as a “highly unusual maneu-
ver.” With only 24 hours’ notice, the 
bill was replaced by a new SB 209, 
and it was announced that SB 210 

would also be heard.  
SB 210 allows trail lawyers to sue 

for ‘wrongful death’ after an abortion 
and the new SB 209 would effectively 
close all abortion clinics and only al-
low abortions in hospitals. Currently, 
most hospitals only give abortions 
under emergency circumstances. 

SB 209 was tabled, but the bold 
political strategies surrounding its 
proposal made it clear that Bobby 
Franklin is not the only legislator in-
terested in banning abortion in Geor-
gia. 

“We hope to get to a point when 
all men and women can have repro-
ductive health, rights, and justice,” 
Yamarick said.

ELISSA EUBANKS
Georgia Rep. Bobby Franklin (R-Marietta) mocks his fellow legislators’ 
statements that he is often the “Lone Ranger” on certain issues.

By BRITTNEY SOVIK
Staff Writer
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Upcoming Career & Internship Job Fairs
Health Sciences Career Fair
Thursday,  March 24
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Dahlberg Hall 

Education Career Fair
Wednesday,  March 30
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Dahlberg Hall 

Internship & Summer Job Fair
Wednesday,  April 6
Noon - 3 p.m.
Dahlberg Hall 

Sciences Job & Internship Fair
Friday,  April 8
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Dahlberg Hall 

Scan code to
see recruiters!

Scan code to
see recruiters!

Scan code to
see recruiters!

Scan code to
see recruiters!

Spring into Action with
University Career Services!

For more information
please contact us at

404/413-1820 or visit
www.gsu.edu/career

Scan code to watch the
career fair tips video!

The problem was the univer-
sity’s belief in Keeton’s ability to up-
hold the integrity of their Counselor 
Education program, which is “com-
mitted to ensuring that graduates 
both understand and can fulfill their 
obligations to set personal values 
aside and empower clients to solve 
their own problems,” adhering to the 
ACA Code of Ethics.

The American Counseling Asso-
ciation, founded in 1952, aims to “en-
hance the quality of life in society by 
promoting the development of pro-
fessional counselors, advancing the 
counseling profession, and using the 
profession and practice of counseling 
to promote respect for human dignity 
and diversity,” according to the asso-
ciation’s mission statement. 

Georgia State’s counseling pro-
gram also abides by ACA ethical 
codes, including faculty members 
reviewing student performance on 
an academic level, but also on their 
“suitability for responsible participa-
tion in their chosen field,” as stated 
in the master’s and doctoral counsel-
ing student handbook. This involves 
“faculty members monitor[ing] both 
academic performance and non-ac-
ademic behavior in order to identify, 
nurture and support appropriate be-
haviors and respond and intervene 
when inappropriate behaviors are 
noted,” the handbook adds. 

“There’s a whole policy in place 
within our department with regards 
to the development of students, the 

need to follow ACA ethical codes, 
standards and retention issues in-
cluding the possibility of a remedial 
plan if deemed necessary. So what 
ASU did doesn’t necessarily seem 
really out of the realm of what we 
would do. I don’t know the specifics 
of the remedial plan they had, but it 
is not out of line. It’s something that 
many, many counseling programs 
CACREP accredited would do,” said 
Dr. Julie Ancis, a professor special-
izing in multicultural competency, 
diversity attitudes, racial and gender 
areas for master and doctorate level 
courses in the counseling and psy-
chology department at Georgia State. 

“I agree with ASU because she’s 
going into a service for people that 
could include anybody. I mean, that’s 
similar to lawyers, we’re serving the 
community, we’re serving the pub-
lic and that might include anyone,” 
said Georgia State law student Ellen 
Galmish. 

“If she were going into private 
practice, it would be different, she 
could pick and choose her clients, but 
as a school counselor, she’s not going 
to be able to pick and choose who she 
talks to. She’d be alienating a whole 
segment of culture,” said Georgia 
State law student Suzanne Barner.

“If you’re in counseling, you 
need to be able to set your beliefs 
aside and make sure your clients get 
help,” said Georgia State computer 
science major Marmik Patel.

Because of her reluctance to 
complete the remediation plan, 
Keeton has been expelled from Au-
gusta State’s Counseling program.

As a result, many students face the 
possibility of not graduating. 

“Offering a choice is the truce 
many states have embraced in the 
past decade to end political attacks 
waged by parents and teachers 
who have taken to the Internet and 
packed board meetings in protest of 
integrated math,” said the AJC’s D. 
Aileen Dodd.

Some educators seem to think 
otherwise about the new curricu-
lum and said to discontinue it be-
cause of the failure rates.

Brad Findell, president of the 
Association of State Supervisors of 
Mathematics, told the AJC that “go-
ing back to traditional when they are 
in the middle of implementation is 
going to create chaos in the schools 
that have made some changes… 
Give these changes a chance to take 
hold... I see this as progress.” 

The Georgia Council of Su-
pervisors of Mathematics seems to 
think the same thing. They believe 
offering two math programs will be 
a mistake and that integrated math 
should be maintained. 

“I think it’s ridiculous,” said 
Georgia State senior Jessica Wil-
liams. “The math teachers should be 
doing more and the parents should 
be doing more also. They should 
still keep integrated math because 
there are students that should excel 
and if they stay in basic math cours-
es, they won’t be challenged.”

In 2001, President George W. 

>> ACA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

JOHNNY MILLER
Freshmen Mya Milton concentrates as she does math homework in 
the math lab at Georgia State.

>> MATH
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Bush signed the No Child Left Be-
hind Act, which sets requirements 
for achievement in reading, math 
and language arts, as well as gradu-
ation rates.

Schools that don’t meet re-
quirements and Adequate Yearly 
Progress, even if they show some 
improvement, are penalized. No 
Child Left Behind aims to have 100 
percent of students performing to 
standards by 2014.

Results say otherwise. Georgia 
saw its failure rate grow from 17 per-
cent in 2007 to 22 percent in 2010. 
Arne Duncan, the U.S. Secretary of 
Education, predicts 82 percent of 
the nation’s schools could still be 
failing Adequate Yearly Progress 
when another round of standard-
ized test results is released this fall.

“Students increasingly won’t 
be able to achieve the lofty bench-

marks established by President 
George W. Bush’s No Child Left Be-
hind Act,” Duncan told the Chatta-
nooga Times-Free Press.

President Barack Obama’s re-
form plan might also be a solution 
to the problem. 

His plan would reward high-
poverty schools that show improve-
ment and intervene in schools that 
continue to fail. Local leaders would 
have flexibility on improvements for 
schools that make some progress.

With so many plans in the 
works, there really has not been one 
solution to the problem.

“I hope they do go back to the 
traditional math courses in school,” 
said sophomore Johnny Miller. “It 
would be a lot easier for high school 
students to graduate on time and go 
to college.”
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SGA CANDIDATE PROFILES

Ticket: Students First Ticket
Major: Law
Semesters at GSU: 13
Goal: “I would like to further extend PantherCash options to 
include Broad Street, Auburn Avenue and other vendors…Also, 
to increase access to student services such as parking, housing, 
athletics, and study abroad opportunities. Lastly, I hope to also 
hel[p] guide the University through the implementation of the 
Strategic Plan.”
Application Highlight: “GSU has given me so much during my 
time here and I see this position as a chance to give back not 
just to the University, but to my fellow stu[dents] by helping 
broaden student engagement.”

James Dutton 
Ticket: Students First Ticket
Major: Political Science
Semesters at GSU: 3
Goal: “I plan to continue to engage my fellow can[d]
idates [in] trying to jumpstart projects that will benefit the 
students…Also, I want to work with my senators, executive 
board, and media on campus to increase transparency on is-
sues like policy change that will effect students.”
Application Highlight: “I feel that I possess the necessary 
skill set to make real change happen within the SGA.” 

Elise Laplante 

VICE PRESIDENT OF 
STUDENT SERVICES

Ticket: Students First Party
Major: Public Policy
Semesters at GSU: 12
Goal: “During my adminis-
tration as Vice President of 
Student Services, I would like 
to extend the hours of the 
library to 24 hours during exam 
week for every fall and spring 
semester. Also, I would advocate for the installation of an ATM 
machine on the main lobby of the GSU Commons.”
Application Highlight: “Through SGA, I believe that I can be 
the ambassador for students across Georgia State, to voice their 
opinions and concerns. Student should be heard and I am here, 
ready to listen to what changes you would like to see on our 
campus.”

Grace Lee

Ticket: Blue Party 
Major: English
Semesters at GSU: 2
Goal: “During my administra-
tion, I plan on taking monthly 
visits to each department 
within the colleges on campus. 
I will draft and amend policies 
that will tackle key issues that 
will arise during my monthly visits to each department, I also 
plan on developing a close knit bond between administrators 
and students.”
Application Highlight: “My motivation is my peers. Being a 
college student is not an easy task, we are only as strong as our 
leadership.”

Sarah Roland

Compiled by Miranda Sain, News Editor • Photos courtesy of SGA except where noted

MIRANDA SAIN | SIGNAL
Elise Laplante (left) and James Dutton are running together in the campaign. Recent changes to the SGA 
Constitution make running as a team for President and Executive Vice President a requirement.

VICE PRESIDENT OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

Ticket: Independent
Major: Public Policy
Semesters at GSU: N/A
Goal: “Greatly improve upon the University’s Strategic Plan 
and implement this plan quickly.”
Application Highlight: “For the students of GSU, I believe that 
the SGA must be strong enough to balance the power of the 
university administration, and the greater citizenry of Georgia 
in order to curb abuses…and advance the common interests of 
all while representing student interests. 

Emory Bales
Ticket: Students First Party
Major: Public Policy
Semesters at GSU: 4
Goal: “I plan to schedule 
spring break at a reason-
able time, and also work on 
changes to the plus/minus 
grading system.”
Application Highlight: “My 
motivation for seeking this position is to be involved in the 
changes that are about to be made at Georgia State University.”

Marcus Kernizan

Ticket: Independent
Major: Journalism
Semesters at GSU: 6
Goal: “As the Vice President 
for Academic Affairs, I intend 
to assess the current efforts 
taken by this university to 
help all students succeed in 
their academic endeavors.”
Application Highlight: “Despite the fact that Georgia State 
student body consists of diverse, intelligent, talented, and 
extremely motivated students, as a community, I feel we are 
constantly defending the many opportunities available at GSU 
to those who are unfamiliar with the institution.” 

Kendra Kelley
Ticket: Independent
Major: Managerial Sciences
Semesters at GSU: 6
Goal: “As Vice President of 
Academic Affairs, I plan on 
increasing awareness about 
study abroad opportunities, 
help with the transition of 
the new Take To Replace 
program, and to push for longer library hours not only on week-
days, but weekends as well.”
Application Highlight: “It is the SGA’s job to be the voice of 
every student at GSU in the meetings with the Senate, faculty, 
Deans and Board of Trustees.”

Lincoln Kokaram

Ticket: Independent
Major: Political Science and 
History
Semesters at GSU: 6
Goal: “I plan on passing an 
initiative that will allow for 
the Student Forgiveness 
policy to be retroactive to the 
students who re-took past 
failed classes…Also, I would like to create a system in which stu-
dents can voice criticisms of certain academic policies of classes 
they were taking in order to provide the SGA a good basis to 
legislate solutions.”
Application Highlight: “The main issues [facing GSU] seem to 
be a running fiscal crisis in the university. I plan on cutting all 
expenditures where possible in order to give to the university to 
help the administration solve the problem in an easier fashion.”

Coleman Williamson
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VICE PRESIDENT OF PUBLIC RELATIONS

Ticket: Blue Party
Major: Respiratory Therapy
Semesters at GSU: 2
Goal: “As Vice President of 
Public Relations at Georgia 
State University, I plan to ac-
complish all of the duties that 
are required as VP of Public 
Relations.”
Application Highlight: “My main motivation for this position 
is my appreciation for interacting with people. I feel that being 
VP of Public Relations will allow me to meet more of the stu-
dent body, alumni, and the opportunity to engage with promi-
nent member of the Atlanta community.”

Jarell Abrams
Ticket: Independent
Major: Marketing
Semesters at GSU: 4
Goal: “I plan to promote and improve the synergy between the 
Student Government body and Greek life organizations in order 
to increase student participation in the Georgia State commu-
nity and improve the learning experience.”
Application Highlight: “With an increase in a number of 
students, the communication across all organizations will be 
imperative.”

Chelsea Agababyan
Ticket: Students First Party 
Major: Political Science
Semesters at GSU: 8
Goal: “I support any type of 
legislation that promotes the 
general welfare of GSU stu-
dents, I will seek to improve 
campus safety and parking.”
Application Highlight: “I 
aspire to one day represent our great state of Georgia in the 
United States Congress. In order to accomplish such a goal, I 
feel it is necessary to take advantage of opportunities that will 
prepare me for a such a job.”

Michael Brandenburg

VICE PRESIDENT OF STUDENT LIFE

Ticket: Independent
Major: Managerial Sciences
Semesters at GSU: 1
Goal: “As vice president, 
I plan to be that voice for 
the unheard students. I will 
strengthen the practices, ac-
tivities and traditions in place 
while also offering ideas…”
Application Highlight: “From my one semester here, I see 
that over-crowding seems to be a major issue. Also, a persistent 
problem appears to be engaging commuter students to stay on 
campus longer, and to get them more active and involved with 
the events and happenings on campus.”

Darius Jackson
Ticket: Independent
Major: Sociology
Semesters at GSU: 4
Goal: “I plan to significantly 
increase active student involve-
ment within the Student Gov-
ernment Organization. I also 
intend to promote the construc-
tive process associated with the 
development, and implementation of programs and law by the 
student body. Many issues plague the students here at Georgia 
State University, yet few are addressed on a political scale.”
Application Highlight: “Dealing with the growth of our insti-
tution is a major issue facing our university. This growth being 
physical and economic, will undoubtedly affect each and every 
individual that is affiliated with this institution.”

Amos Kirk
Ticket: Students First Party
Major: Sociology
Semesters at GSU: 3
Goal: “I feel my first goal 
would be to take a look at the 
current policies that affect 
student organizations and 
Greek life and ensure that 
these individuals are being 
treated equitably by the University.”
Application Highlight: “I believe strongly that as we continue 
to grow in the next coming years, key issues will be with access 
to recourses such as the One Stop Shop and the services offered 
by the University. [...]we must continue to accommodate the 
influx of students while simultaneously maintain the amount of 
service being offered to the current students.”

Benjamin Williams

VICE PRESIDENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE

Ticket: Independent
Major: Finance
Semesters at GSU: 2
Goal: “To ensure SGA’s 
budget is maintained, all ex-
penditures are monitored and 
documented appropriately 
and that all university funds 
are used with great fiscal 
responsibility to meet the issues and needs of the student body.”
Application Highlight: “[I did not run on a ticket because] 
I believe that reducing conflicts of interests and favoritism is 
integral to the SGA’s functionality as a representative body.”

Omar Alladina
Ticket: Students First Party 
Major: Accounting
Semesters at GSU: 6
Goal: “I will ensure that 
money is spent on behalf of 
the students, and in the stu-
dents’ best interest…I will also 
never vote on any university 
committee to increase fees.”
Application Highlight: “In tough economic times, GSU stu-
dents are feeling [the] effects of increasing educational and cost 
of living expenses. During these times, we must ensure that the 
SGA and the university administration is using students’ money 
responsibly and wisely.”

Paul Marmol
Ticket: Independent
Major: Financial
Semesters at GSU: 4
Goal: “To manage all our 
accounts properly, carefully 
recording expenditures and 
use our budget in the most 
efficient way possible.”
Application Highlight: “I 
want to expand my involvement on campus and gain experi-
ence and knowledge as to how our [university] is run.”

John Tirado

SGA SENATE NOMINEES
ARTS AND SCIENCES

•	 Katherine Ashley
•	 Edward Barroni
•	 Ki’yah Bass
•	 Kiersten Bramwell
•	 Taylor Briggs
•	 Kirstie Brown
•	 Sarah Casiano-Diffoot
•	 Catherine Chu
•	 Aiyanna Coombs
•	 Chad Cox
•	 Brittany Dean
•	 Myron Grant

•	 Eliezer Hernandez
•	 Joseph Hornbuckle
•	 Ashley Jackson
•	 Howard Kelsey
•	 Danielle Kleinman
•	 Pathya Kunthy
•	 Shelby Lohr
•	 Marlee Long
•	 Kevin Magby, Jr.
•	 Dominique Magee
•	 Zain Malik
•	 Jasmine Newson

•	 Jonathan Pace
•	 John Polites
•	 Stacia Rowe
•	 Kimmia Salehi
•	 John Sapp
•	 Kevin Sauler
•	 Raya Siddiqi
•	 Lawrence Smith
•	 Shawnquita Tinsley
•	 Taquela Willamson
•	 Mary Yupari

POLICY 
STUDIES

•	 Cody Stubben

HEALTH AND HUMAN SCIENCES
•	 Elease Kim •	 Vanessa Okolie •	 Kirsten Williams

BUSINESS
•	 Neal Andrews
•	 Star Arvizo
•	 Corey Ballard
•	 Scott Elliot
•	 Bizeneh Eshetu
•	 Yamhari Huffman
•	 Fred Fluellen
•	 Michael Kahn
•	 Nathaniel Immel
•	 Umama Kibria
•	 Lanre Keyede

•	 Parth Modi
•	 Austin Kumpf
•	 Timi Omotoso
•	 Theo Muhumuza
•	 Rashaad Owens
•	 Phillip Onukwugha
•	 William Stanford
•	 Manuel Perez-Alanzo
•	 Timothy Williams
•	 Kyle Walcott 

EDUCATION
•	 Rebecca Ammazi
•	 Kabir Faiz
•	 Kenneth Golden

•	 Chelsea Green
•	 Hajar Lateef
•	 Janelle Zingaro

LAW
•	 Matthew Littlesfield
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“Defunding NPR would only make it 
stronger and more independent in the 
long run.”

Chris Shattuck
Opinions Editor

cjsuainc@gmail.com

Emboldened by National Public 
Radio’s latest debacles, House Republi-
cans proved last week that they want to 
defund the program for largely political 
reasons. But does that mean they were 
wrong? 

In the last few weeks, conservative 
lawmakers have jumped on the oppor-
tunity to bash NPR as “unacceptably 
biased” and as a waste of the budget. On 
both accounts, they are clearly wrong.

In truth, NPR is probably the 
single most objective news source 
available, public or commercial. In fact, 
independent studies have shown that 
NPR listeners are more accurately in-
formed than their cable news-watching 
counterparts.

But if NPR were as biased as 
some congressmen have claimed, 
there should be at least a few well-
documented examples that their critics 
could point to that would back up their 
claims. In reality, those examples just 
don’t exist. Perhaps an argument could 
be made against those in charge of pro-
ducing the programming but certainly 
not for the actual content itself.

As a matter of simple logic, repeat-
ing something that is false enough 
times cannot ever make it true. The 
same goes for the oft-repeated state-
ment that NPR is biased. 

Second, Republicans would be 
foolish to think that defunding NPR 
directly and the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting, the non-profit responsi-
ble for allocating money to stations that 
run NPR and PBS material, will actually 
put a meaningful dent in reducing the 
federal budget deficit. 

At less than a hundredth of one 
percent of the budget, federal funding 
for the CPB and NPR is little more than 
a drop in the bucket. If they were truly 
interested in doing reducing the deficit, 
they would take a hard look at military 
expenditures in Iraq and Afghanistan 
or consider letting the Bush tax cuts 
expire. 

Instead, they choose to pick on 
NPR. In reality, there are far worse 
ways to spend federal money than on 
the CPB or NPR. 

There is nothing wrong with pro-
viding money for public broadcasting. 
NPR programs like “Morning Edition” 
and “All Things Considered” provide 
a valuable service for the American 
people, keeping them informed about 
the most important issues of the day.   

Judging from the state of commer-
cial media presently, it is unlikely that 
commercial radio could have come up 
with such valuable shows as “Car Talk” 

or “This American Life.”
In that sense, the groundwork for 

public radio and programming set up by 
federal funding in the 1960s and 1970s 
was a huge success. The CPB helped 
lay the infrastructure for much of the 
public programming we have today. 

But in the long run, I agree with 
what former NPR executive Ron Schil-
ler had to say in his now-infamous sting 
video: “we would be better off without 
federal funding.”

The reason we should at least 
consider defunding NPR is not because 
it doesn’t have value or because it is 
somehow biased, but because defund-
ing NPR would only make it stronger 
and more independent in the long run. 

In considering federal financing, it 
is important to note that although NPR 
receives very little of its annual budget 
from the federal government directly, it 
still receives millions of dollars in fees 
each year from individual member sta-
tions financed by CPB. 

Individual member stations are 
free to determine their own program-
ming that can be totally separate from 
NPR. This stands in contrast to the 
misconception of NPR as some sort of 
monolithic government radio.

For example Atlanta’s sole NPR 
station, WABE 90.1, severely limits its 
share of NPR programs and airtime in 
favor of prolonged cycles of classical 
music. 

Staples common to other NPR 
stations nationwide but notably absent 
from WABE’s weekly lineup include 
programs like “Talk of the Nation” “The 
Diane Rehm Show” and “Democracy 
Now.” Is 14 hours, or whatever it is, of 
classical music really necessary?

Even though NPR receives a siz-
able portion of their budget from public 
funds, they would hardly become 
impotent without federal money. While 
some stations may “go dark” if de-
funded, the majority of stations would 
survive and likely become stronger in 
the process.

As anyone who frequently listens 
to an NPR station would likely know, 
NPR is primarily financed by corporate 
sponsorships and private philanthropy. 
Listeners who truly value NPR will 
make up for any funding shortfall, if not 
exceed it. 

Weaning itself off federal financ-
ing may not be easy, but it means that 
NPR will be more secure and insulated 
from attack in the future. After all, you 
can’t threaten to revoke federal funding 
if that funding  doesn’t exist to begin 
with. 

Why we should consider 
defunding NPR

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Our endorsements in the SGA elections
Every year, Georgia State students have 

the opportunity to voice their opinion on 
who should represent the student body by 
voting in the Student Government Associa-
tion Election.

This week’s issue of The Signal has 
strived to do its part in presenting informa-
tion to equip students to be informed voters. 
While more students participate in electing 
the homecoming court than the SGA elec-
tion according to President James Dutton, 
we hope the information and knowledge 
bestowed in this issue will encourage more 
students to participate.

Using the information and knowledge 
that our editorial board has acquired by cov-
ering this year’s election, The Signal editorial 
board has decided to make its own endorse-
ments for the election. 

For the position of Vice President for 
Academic Affairs, The Signal endorses 
Kendra Kelly for her innovative plans for 
helping target populations on campus such 
as first year students, first generation college 
students, and sophomores through programs 
like Supplemental Instruction.

For the position of Vice President for 
Budget & Finance, The Signal endorses John 
Tirado for his campaign promise of budget-
ary transparency and fiscal accountability.

For the position of Vice President of 

Public Relations, The Signal endorses Jarell 
Abrams for his pledge to communicate 
openly with the student body and work with 
the school’s student media organizations. As 
one of those student media organizations, we 
look forward to forming a congenial working 
relationship with Abrams as we continue to 
cover the SGA in the coming year.

For the position of Vice President of 
Student Life, The Signal endorses Benjamin 
Williams for his promises to cut wasteful 
spending within the SGA program and for 
his motivational ideas for uniting the student 
organizations and student body as a whole to 
utilize the strength of the student voice. 

For the position of Vice President of Stu-
dent Services, The Signal endorses Grace Lee 
for her strategic plans to increase security 
on campus and for her plan to extend library 
hours during finals week. 

While President James Dutton and Ex-
ecutive Vice President Elise Laplante are the 
only pair running for the executive seats, The 
Signal has every intention of uphold the team 
to Laplante’s promise to “increase transpar-
ency on issues.”

While you may not agree endorsements, 
the editorial board strongly encourages you 
to vote during this election. These students 
represent you and act as your voice. So vote 
and let your voice be heard. 

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD reflects the majority opinion of the Editorial Board
of The Signal, but not necessarily the opinions of individual editors.
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JOIN THE SIGNAL!
There’s still time to work with

The Signal this semester!
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and editorial cartoonists.

Applications available online at: 
www.gsu.edu/studentmedia
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MISSION STATEMENT

The Signal shall provide, in a fair and accurate manner, news of interest and 
significance to the Georgia State University community and serve as a forum 
for the expression of ideas of members of that community. Furthermore, 
The Signal shall provide an opportunity for students to pursue experience 
within a professional newspaper environment.  The Signal shall also provide 
truthful and ethical advertising of interest to the Georgia State University 
community.

ADVERTISING

The deadline for all advertising is 5 p.m. on the Tuesday prior to the desired 
issue of publication. Ads must be print-ready and in PDF format; files must 
be delivered via e-mail at signalads@langate.gsu.edu. Please visit our 
website at www.gsusignal.com/advertising for more information, including 
rates and payment methods.

COVERAGE REQUESTS

Requests for coverage and tips should be submitted to the Editor in Chief 
and/or the relevant section editor.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The following guidelines must be followed when submitting a Letter to the 
Editor.  Failure to follow them will result in your letter not being considered 
for publication.

Letters must be submitted to the Opinions Editor via e-mail and must 
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Modern-day slavery is in our hands
As a consumerist nation, Ameri-

cans frequently buy things for little 
to no reason and without thinking of 
the potential consequences of their 
buying power. The companies we 
buy from know this and they take 
advantage of it. Americans rarely 
think about where a product comes 
from, how it is made or who makes 
it. 

During the antebellum period, 
plantation owners in the South sold 
their cotton at low prices and still 
made a hefty profit. This is because 
they used nearly free labor: slaves. 
The same principle is in effect now 
in the U.S. and around the world. 
The only difference is that it comes 
in different forms. 

Chocolate is a staple food. Ev-
erybody has it and everybody wants 
it. When Hershey bars are two for 
$1, we buy four. When we have a bad 
day, an entire bag of Dove chocolates 
is gone in ten minutes. 

Why? Chocolate is good. It is 
comfort food. There are a million 
different kinds, suiting every taste: 
dark, milk, white, with nuts, coco-
nut, fruit, cookies, filled, unfilled, 
dipped, salted and spiced. Need I go 
on?

So how do we get all of that 
chocolate, especially at prices like 
two for $1? For those who do not 
know, chocolate comes from the 
cacao bean, also known as cocoa. In 
fact, it is the same bean that coffee 
comes from. 

Farmers grow and harvest this 

“It might be a little more 
expensive, but isn’t a couple of 
dollars more worth a child’s life?”

Suchi Sajja
Staff Writer

sucharitha07@yahoo.com

bean, then transport it to a plant that 
then sells the beans to companies 
such as Hershey’s and Nestle. These 
companies are worth billions and 
billions of dollars, so how do they 
make a profit off of a 50 cent candy 
bar? They would have to buy their 
beans for almost nothing. 

Although cacao farms are lo-
cated all over the world, the African 
country of Ivory Coast, or Cote 
d’Ivoire, deserves special attention. 
According to the Child Labor Coali-
tion, there are 600,000 cacao farms 
in Cote d’Ivoire and an estimated 
15,000 children work these farms. 

Despite laws and supposed 
action by the government, young 
children are frequently trafficked 
into the country to work for in the 
cocoa industry. Slave traders scout 
villages, typically in the neighboring 
country of Mali, in search of desti-
tute children in need of money. 

Often, the traffickers will tell 
the parents that their children have 
an opportunity to make money that 
they can send back to help support 
the family. Then the children may 
be transported to farms, never to 

see their families or money again. 
Children, some as young as ten 
years old, work in brutal conditions 
where they are abused, beaten and 
mistreated just so we can have cheap 
chocolate.

I am by no means an activist. 
However, I truly believe that Ameri-
cans can change the course of the 
world. Right now, we demand cheap 
chocolate, so we get it. 

But what if we demanded 
slave-free, fair trade chocolate?  We 
would definitely get it. Yes, it might 
be a little more expensive, but isn’t 
a couple of dollars more worth a 
child’s life? 

Fair trade organizations ensure 
that each worker is paid the coun-
try’s minimum wage, so commit to 
buying fair trade items only. Take 
the time to write letters to major 
companies and demand fair trade 
chocolate. Use the time that you 
would normally spend on Twitter or 
Facebook to do your own research 
about modern-day slavery and what 
you can do to stop it. The key to 
changing the world is in your hands. 
What will you do with it?

‘Asians in the Library’ sparks ongoing issues
Finals are a stressful time 

for students. During finals week , 
students often flock to the library for 
quiet study. But, Alexandra Wallace, 
a political science student at 
University of California Los Angeles, 
has had it with Asians disrupting her 
in the library.

On Mar. 11, Wallace posted 
a nearly three-minute YouTube 
video, now known as “Asians in 
the Library,” ranting about her 
frustrations with Asians. She opened 
with the disclaimer: “I’m not the 
most politically correct person, so 
don’t take this offensively.” Her 
intended audience was the random 
people she didn’t know in the library, 
but her remarks caused an uproar.

Wallace’s first problem is when 
she says “these hordes of Asian 
people that UCLA accepts into our 
school every single year… if you’re 
going to come to UCLA, then use 
American manners.” Not only are 
her words offensive, but Wallace 
also makes it seem as though 
Asians aren’t American enough 
to be grouped in with herself and, 
believing she is part of the superior 
race, these “hordes of Asian people” 
are privileged to be coming to “her” 
school. Many Asians were born 
in America and while some are 
immigrants, it doesn’t take away the 
fact that they are still Americans.

She also has a problem with 
“all the Asian [students]” who bring 
their mothers, siblings, grandparents 

“To overcome racism, we must 
have an open mind to ask and 
learn about one another, tolerate 
people’s differences and develop a 
mutual respect for one another.”

Emily Yang
Staff Writer

eyang5@student.gsu.edu

and cousins, basically “everybody 
that they know that they brought 
from Asia with them,” to her 
neighborhood in order to help with 
laundry, groceries and cooking. 
From these observations, Wallace 
makes a generalized statement that 
Asians “don’t teach their kids how 
to fend for themselves.” She lacks an 
understanding of a different culture 
and instead of trying to learn about 
Asian people and their customs, she 
hates on what is unfamiliar to her.

Finally, Wallace discusses 
almost reaching an “epiphany” 
while studying in the library and 
parodies an Asian student talking on 
the phone, using the mock-language 
of “oh, ching chong, ling long, ting 
tong.” Though Wallace tried to 
imitate a Chinese person, in the 
next few seconds, she said that the 
students are probably going through 
their address book checking up on 
their family affected by the tsunami, 
a natural disaster that happened in 
Japan. 

Clearly, Wallace is unable to 
differentiate between people in 

China and Japan, showing how 
little she knows by making the 
racist assumption that all Asians 
speak “ching chong,” a derogatory 
slur mimicking what some people 
assume is the Chinese language.

She ends the video with a 
completely biased remark: “even if 
you’re not Asian, you really shouldn’t 
be on your cell phone in the library, 
but I’ve just never seen that happen 
before.” Regardless of race, people 
will talk on their phones in the 
library, as they would in any other 
place. Her choice of words only 
proves how ignorant she is towards 
Asians.

Wallace took down the video, 
but various copies have been 
uploaded. The video went viral 
over the weekend and her personal 
information was made public. To 
counter her racism, people have 
attacked her with sexist remarks 
about her appearance, perpetuated 
stereotypes about her race and even 
sent her death threats. However. 

SEE LIBRARY, PAGE 10
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YOUR VOICE • YOUR OPINIONS
SGA President James Dutton says voting 

in the SGA elections is “piss-poor.” Do you 
agree? Do you think voting is important?

S T U D E N T 
V O X

“Yes, I think that everyone 
should have a voice and voting 
is a right that we are given as 
students, faculty, or whoever 
to vote.”

Josh Dole
Senior, Journalism

“It shouldn’t be. If it’s 
something that is important 
to the students, then there 
should be more people 
voting.”

Ayla Holthaus
Freshman; Biology, Spanish, and Art

“Voting is definitely impor-
tant. Even if one person 
doesn’t like both of the candi-
dates, it’s important to choose 
the lesser of two evils.”

Ibrahim Awad
Second Year Law Student

“I thing voting is important, 
and I do agree that not many 
people vote but mostly be-
cause people don’t know what 
is going on with SGA. I was a 
volunteer for a little bit and I 
didn’t ever know when I was 
supposed to volunteer. No one 
has information about them.”

Catherine Achukwu
Sophomore, Biology

“I do agree. And why I agree 
with that is because having a 
SGA gives us students a voice 
and a representative for our 
class.”

Travis Bouche
Junior, Exercise Science

“I don’t really think it’s piss-
poor. I wasn’t even sure elec-
tions were going on but I do 
think they are important.”

Michelle Alive
Freshman, Linguistics

JOIN THE SIGNAL!
Applications for Fall 2011 available at

www.gsu.edu/studentmedia

OPEN POSITIONS:
Managing Editor • News Editor • Opinions Editor

Sports Editor • Entertainment Editor
Campus Life Editor • Production Editor

Assistant Production Editor • Photography Editor
Copy Editors • Online Editor

Circulation Manager • Advertising Coordinator

these responses make these people 
no different from her. Instead, it 
only illustrates just how great the 
presence of racism is in America.

Since the video, Wallace has 
apologized, but the sincerity is 
questionable. It is unlikely that her 
beliefs about Asian people could 
have changed within just a matter 
of days. To overcome racism, we 
must ask and learn about one 

another, tolerate people’s differences 
and develop a mutual respect for 
one another. Changing people’s 
perceptions won’t be easy and we 
still have a lot of work to do until we 
become a truly united country.

>> LIBRARY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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Freshmen Ross McLister and 
Tyler Gruca led the way as the men’s 
golf team finished 10th overall at the 
Seminole Intercollegiate in Tallahas-
see, Fla.

McLister led all Panthers, fin-
ishing in a three-way tie for 18th. After 
a 71 in the first round, the Welsh psy-
chology major cut two strokes in the 
second round, notching a 69. McLis-
ter entered the final round in a tie for 
fourth, but struggled to finish, post-
ing a 76, good for 3-over par.

Head coach Joe Inman was 
pleased with how the team began 
the tournament, but not the way they 
played in the final round.

“Our team almost put together 
our most complete round of the 
spring today,” Inman told Georgia 
State Athletics. “We were playing 
extremely well before a few mental 
mistakes over the last few holes. I am 
happy the way we started, just a little 
disappointed the way we finished.”

Gruca was the exception to the 
rule, making a notable improvement 
on the third day. He finished tied for 
29th in the field, shooting 75s in the 
first two rounds but bounced back 

with a 69 in the final round. The 
walk-on out of Milton High School 
was sharp in the final round, firing 
six birdies, including three straight 
on the back nine, according to Geor-
gia State Athletics.

Seniors Alan Fowler and Jared 
Cagle finished in a four-way tie for 
53rd. Cagle shot a 75, 76 and 73, while 
Fowler shot a 75, 73 and 76. The two 
were both poised for a solid finish, 
until Fowler slipped with a triple bo-
gey on a par-4, and Cagle limping to 
the finish, posting a bogey and dou-
ble-bogey to finish the tournament, 
according to Georgia State Athletics.

The hero from the Seahawk In-
vitational, senior Tommy Caswell, 
also struggled to finish, posting a 
double bogey-bogey finish to bring 
his final round score to 76. The walk-
on from Marietta started the round 
with an eagle, but couldn’t maintain 
the consistency he displayed at the 
Seahawk Invitational and finished in 
a tie for 91st place.

No. 18 Arkansas took first in the 
tournament, with Kennesaw State 
University and Florida State Univer-
sity taking second and third respec-
tively.

The golf team will rest and pre-
pare for their last two tournaments, 

Freshmen lead the charge at the Seminole Intercollegiate

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Freshman Ross McLister was tied for fourth after the second round, but he finished tied for 18th after a rough 
back nine.

By KIRKLAND CARTER
Sports Editor

the Administaff/Augusta State In-
vitational beginning April 2 and the 
Yellow Jacket Classic the weekend of 
April 16.

These two tournaments will 
be the team’s last chance to prepare 

for the Colonial Athletic Association 
Tournament in Pinehurst, N.C. the 
following week.

Despite the weak finish, Inman 
was hopeful that the team would 
build on the performance.

“I hope that our results will 
give our guys some confidence as we 
move forward,” Inman told Georgia 
State Athletics.

IUPUI Jaguars head coach Ron 
Hunter has been hired to fill the Pan-
thers head coaching vacancy left by 
Rod Barnes. Athletic director Cheryl 
Levick, who stated her desire to hire 
a CEO and builder to the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution, seems to have 
found the candidate she sought in 
Hunter, whom ex-Indiana Hoosiers 
coach Mike Davis once called a mas-
ter program builder.

Hunter, who was congratulated 
over the phone by head coaches Tom 
Izzo and John Calipari, kicked off 
his introductory press conference by 
tossing a pass to junior guard James 
Fields in the front row. 

Hunter also reached out to the 
fan base by emphasizing his team’s 
exciting style. “Tell your friends, be-
cause once you see us play one time 
you’re gonna come back,” Hunter 
said.

In 17 years as IUPUI’s head 
coach, Hunter won 254 games with 
the Jaguars and understands the dif-
ficulties of creating sustained success 
at a mid-major. Hunter, who became 
head coach of IUPUI in 1994, led the 
program through its transition from 
the NAIA level to Division II and 
eventually, Division I. In IUPUI’s 
third full-fledged year of Division I 
competition in 2003, Hunter led the 
Jaguars to their first NCAA Tourna-

ment berth.
Hunter is as renowned for his 

extroverted personality and bound-
less energy as he is for his coaching 
acumen.

Hunter’s exuberant celebra-
tion after IUPUI clinched their first 
NCAA Tournament bid garnered him 
media appearances on Good Morn-
ing America and Best Damn Sports 
Show Period. 

Hunter’s comedic press confer-
ence illuminated the difference be-
tween himself and Rod Barnes.

“There’s a chair where coaches 
and players who never play sit. You 
won’t need a chair for me,” Hunter 
said. “I’ve never sat down in 17 years.” 

Hunter gained national recog-
nition again in 2008 for his support 
of Samaritan’s Feet, an organization 
that provides for shoes for under-
privileged individuals abroad. In 
hopes of earning 40,000 shoe dona-
tions, Hunter coached a game in Jan-
uary of 2008 against Oakland Uni-
versity barefooted. His efforts raised 
contributions of 100,000 shoes and 
Hunter was named ABC News’ Per-
son of the Week. The following year 
300 coaches joined in the cause and 
Hunter turned his barefooted coach-
ing into an annual tradition.

Hunter’s teams at IUPUI were 
recognized for their smothering full 
court and half court defenses. Of-
fensively, the coach will implement a 
more up-tempo style. 

“I’ve been a head coach for 17 
years, became a head coach at 30 and 
since then I’ve never ever, ever had 
a shot clock go off,” Hunter said. “So 
you can take the shot clock away.”

Defensively, Hunter said his 
teams will press for 40 minutes.

His IUPUI team averaged 72 
points per game in 2011, which was 
10 points higher than Georgia State’s 
season average. Hunter also coached 
IUPUI to an 11-point victory over 
Georgia State during the 2009 regu-
lar season.

According to the Indianapolis 
Star, the Colonial Athletic Associa-
tion’s success in the NCAA Tourna-
ment played a part in his decision to 
accept the Georgia State position.

“When you look at what VCU 
and George Mason have done, it’s the 
best mid-major league in the country 
in my opinion,” Hunter said. “It’s a 
great school, five miles from Georgia 
Tech. They’ve started football with 
Bill Curry [in 2008]. With basketball, 
we’re going to have to change the cul-
ture to a winning culture. Just like we 
did here, and really, that’s what I’ve 
been doing my whole career.”

Hunter plans to implement a 
winning culture by playing the best. 
Hunter stated he plans to email Geor-
gia Tech every single day to schedule 
a regular season meeting.

According to ESPN’s Andy Katz, 
Hunter’s deal will be for five years 
and contain a two-year rollover. 

IUPUI’s Ron Hunter hired as men’s basketball coach
By D.J. DUNSON
Staff Writer

ELIJAH SARKESIAN | SIGNAL
Ron Hunter (right) joined Georgia State president Mark Becker (left) 
and Athletic Director Cheryl Levick at a press conference announcing 
his hiring. Hunter’s hiring comes three weeks after former coach Rod 
Barnes was released early from his contract.
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The Georgia State University 
softball team will kick off its 2011 
Colonial Athletic Association play 
March 26, in Maryland against Tow-
son.

Last season, the Panthers were 
able to sweep Towson in the regular 
season at home and beat them 4-1 in 
the conference playoffs. The team’s 
goal is to win the three-game series.

“We will go up there and play 
the best we can,” interim head coach 
Roger Kincaid said.

Georgia State has had a busy 
preseason, playing more games so far 
than any other CAA softball team. By 
the time they go play Towson, they 
will have 26 games under their belt. 
Kincaid said that the team was fortu-
nate enough to have good weather, so 
they can start the season earlier and 
get more games in at the beginning of 
the season.

“The competition we faced in 
the preseason schedule has been 
pretty tough,” Kincaid said. “I think 
that competition will prepare them 
for conference play.”

Like years past, the toughest 
competitor this season should be 
perennial-powerhouse Hofstra, who 
they will play the last series of the 
season in Hempstead, N.Y.

Last season, Hofstra walked 
away with the regular season series 

and the conference championship, 
the third time the Panthers have 
come second behind Hofstra in the 
championship since coming to the 
CAA.

“Year in and year out, they are 
the team to beat, but I feel that we 
are right up there with them,” Kin-
caid said. “We’ve got a good program, 
we’ve got good tradition.” 

Even though the team prepares 
to play Hofstra just like any other 
team, Coach Kincaid said they do get 
more excited and put even more fo-
cus every time they face an elite team 
like Hofstra.

When they play Hofstra, the 
softball team will most likely face 
Hofstra’s star pitcher, Olivia Galati, 
who was just named to the CAA Play-
er of the Year watch list and was able 
to shut out the Panthers last year in 
the conference tournament. Kincaid 
said that the girls would need to pre-
pare and believe in order to come out 
on top against Hofstra. They hope to 
finish in the top two of the confer-
ence, but ideally their goal is to fin-
ish in first place so they can host the 
championship in Panthersville.

New players to watch this sea-
son are Jessica Clifton and Kaitlyn 
Medlam. Clifton recently won CAA 
Rookie of the Week after finishing 
the Phyllis Rafter Memorial Tourna-
ment with seven hits and four runs. 
Clifton has been batting leadoff for 
the Panthers and has also been strong 

in the outfield, Kincaid said.
Medlam also won CAA Rookie 

of the Week back in February after 
going 1-0 with a save against Georgia 
Southern and a win against Appala-
chian State, allowing only six hits and 
no runs.

“She’s done a good job for us in 
the circle as a true freshman coming 
in,” Kincaid said.

In addition to the loss of key 
players and seven newcomers this 
season, the team has gone through a 
very different change. On February 
21, long-time coach Bob Heck made 
the decision to step down. Heck had 
completed 24 seasons with the soft-
ball team, leading the team to six 
conference championships, includ-
ing the CAA championship in 2006, 
the team’s first year in the confer-
ence.

Kincaid, who has been with the 
team since 2008, has been named the 
interim head coach. Like many, Kin-
caid was caught off guard by the mid-
season announcement.

“We were all surprised,” Kincaid 
said. “We expected him to be with us 
the entire season.”

He said that the girls have done 
a good job dealing with the distrac-
tions, and that Heck has been to sev-
eral games and that the team appre-
ciates that.

“We don’t want to forget what 
he’s done for our program,” Kincaid 
said.

Kincaid readies softball team for upcoming CAA opponents

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Freshman pitcher Kaitlyn Medlam was honored in February as CAA 
Rookie of the Week. At press time, Medlam led all Panthers with a 4-1 
record and a 2.22.

By CARLY COSTELLO
Staff Writer
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Dana Lerova was relieved when 
her 9-year-old daughter Tereza dis-
covered her gift for tennis, because it 
meant that she would no longer have 
to worry about her little girl getting 
slammed around in a hockey rink 
or pushed into the dirt on the soc-
cer field. Twelve years later, Georgia 
State University is glad Tereza Le-
rova picked tennis too.

That decision would take Tereza 
all the way from Ostrava, Czech Re-
public to Atlanta and earn her many 
victories in singles and doubles for 
the Panthers, as well as the acknowl-
edgement of being the Colonial Ath-
letic Associations’ co-player of the 
week for women’s tennis.

The Lerova family has been able 
to bond over the years through their 
common interest in sports. Her fa-
ther, Martin, was a soccer player, and 
her mother was a spinning and aero-
bics instructor.

When Tereza talks about them, 
she lights up, and it’s easy to see how 
much they mean to her.

The sophomore values the na-
ture of her relationship with her par-
ents back in the Czech Republic.

“It’s really nice that I can 
hang out with them like they’re my 
friends,” Lerova said.

Being so far away from her fam-
ily can get hard sometimes for Lero-
va, but she is grateful to stay in con-

tact with them through Skype. One 
thing that has helped her feel more 
at home in Atlanta is her relationship 
with teammates. 

A big difference she’s noted from 
playing tennis here versus back home 
is the emphasis on the team. Lerova 
said she feels a sense of “connection 
and support” from playing doubles.

She and her partner, junior Kir 
Kemp, have been extremely success-
ful together over the past two years. 
In fact, the duo was a big part of the 
team’s white-hot start in 2011, going 
undefeated for a stretch to earn a na-
tional ranking.

Lerova chalks that up that to the 
relationship her and Kemp have de-
veloped.

“We have the right connection, 
and I can trust her and she can trust 
me,” Lerova said.

Their connection extends off 
the court, and Lerova says with a 
laugh that her favorite part of work-
ing with Kemp is the amount of fun 
they have together.

Kemp shares that sentiment.
“Working with Tereza never 

feels like work. She always puts a 
smile on my face,” Kemp said.

Kemp also values Lerova for the 
support that she gives on and off the 
court.

 “She has definitely taught me 
the true meaning of trust,” Kemp 
said. “I know that I can trust her re-
gardless of the circumstances. I have 
also learned to trust myself, and in 

Lerova finds family in Atlanta

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS 
Lerova and Kemp have earned a national ranking with their stellar doubles play in 2011.

return I have become more depend-
able because I know she is counting 
on me.”

Throughout their friendship, 
Lerova and Kemp have been able to 
share their very different cultures 
with each other, both of them com-
menting on the new dance moves 
Lerova has learned since the two be-
came roommates.

“We have a lot of fun dancing to-
gether,” Kemp said. “She knows how 
to do Soulja Boy’s Superman dance, 
[and] she knows how to hit them 
with the flex and her favorite is the 
Duggie.”

Although tennis brought them 
together, because of their apprecia-
tion for one another, it seems they 
will be friends for a long time.

“Tereza is a bundle of non-stop 
fun,” Kemp said. “She is one of the 
most intelligent and thoughtful indi-
viduals that I have ever known. She 
incorporates her awesome person-
ality and sense of humor into our 
everyday lives. She never ceases to 
amaze me.”

By JILLANA JONES
Staff Writer     



THE SIGNAL | SPORTS | TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 2011 15

Sophomore pitcher McCall 
Langford earned Colonial Athletic 
Association Pitcher of the Week and 
freshman center fielder Jessica Clif-
ton picked up CAA Rookie of the 
Week for their performances against 
Ball State University and the SEC’s 
Mississippi State University.

Langford was named Pitcher of 
the Week after a dominant stretch 
during which she racked up 15 strike-
outs and only gave up four runs. The 
LaGrange native picked up the win 
against both MSU and BSU in the 
process.

Langford is no stranger to such 
accolades. She won Pitcher of the 
Week and Rookie of the Week awards 
during her freshman campaign, but 
she’s dominating hitters with a dif-
ferent style this season.

According to interim Head 
Coach Roger Kincaid, Langford was 
primarily a ground ball pitcher last 
season, when she posted one of the 
lowest ERA’s in collegiate softball, 
but she has revealed herself to be a 
strikeout machine this year.

During the off-season, Lang-
ford hit the weight room hard, and 
opposing batters have seen a change 
as her newfound velocity has placed 
her among the conference leaders in 
strikeouts.

This change in style has not only 
helped her as a pitcher, but it has 
aided the team’s defense as well by 
reducing the number of balls put in 
play.

According to Kincaid, what 
makes Langford so special is her abil-
ity to rise to the occasion against the 
toughest opponents.

“She’s thrown well for us this 
year,” Kincaid said, “The bigger the 
team, the better she pitches.” 

Kincaid added that the team has 
not been providing their ace with 
much run support.

“We’ve been letting her down 
offensively lately,” he said.

Although runs may at times 
be scarce for the Panthers, it isn’t 
because of a lack of effort from Jes-
sica Clifton. The freshman recently 
stepped into the leadoff spot and has 
reacted to the challenge with a burst 
of production.

Clifton earned her Rookie of the 
Week honors after batting .350 dur-
ing the last week of February, with 
seven hits and four runs scored. She 
was perfect offensively against the 
Auburn Tigers, going three-for-three 
with a triple, an RBI and a run scored.

According to Kincaid, Clifton’s 
ability to put the ball in play and 
spark the offense make her the per-
fect fit for the leadoff role, despite her 
age.

Although Clifton’s offensive 

CAA honors softball’s Langford and Clifton

JEFF HURNDON /

STEPHEN JONES PHOTOGRAPHY
Jessica Clifton (top) honored as 
CAA Rookie of the Week. McCall 
Langford (bottom) honored as 
CAA Pitcher of the Week.

By DYLAN RICE
Staff Writer

prowess is what gained the attention 
of the CAA, her defensive presence 
has been a key for Georgia State this 
season.

“She has one of the strongest 
arms on the team,” Kincaid said. 
“She’s already thrown out three or 
four runners this season.”

The center fielder’s cannon of 
an arm has invoked fear in oppos-
ing teams. Runners are hesitant to 
take the extra base, and coaches are 
scared to tell them to.

Clifton is doing everything to 
help her team, but Kincaid isn’t sur-
prised.

“We recruited her to contribute 
as a freshman,” he said.

Six seniors left the team last 
season, so many young players have 
had to step in and contribute right 
away. A recent lineup featured seven 
new players, and the whole infield is 
made up of first-year players.

Such freshness and inexperi-
ence is bound to lead to some grow-
ing pains, but Kincaid sees some-
thing potential in youth, saying 
simply, “They’re talented and need 
to play.”

Are you taking the Praxis I® tests? Prepare with online, interactive 
study materials and practice tests co-developed by ETS®, authors 
of  the Praxis exams, and Pearson, the world’s leading teacher 
education publisher.  For more information, ask your bookstore 
about Pearson Praxis Tutorials, or visit www.praxistutorial.com

April 30 is coming up fast.

Only ETS® and PEARSON give you

Feedback. Practice. Results.

Georgia State track opened up 
the outdoor season with outstanding 
performances, including five first 
place victories at the Georgia Tech 
Intercollegiate Invitational last 
Friday. 

The team took a stand against 
rivals including Georgia Tech, 
University of Georgia, Kennesaw 
State University and Mercer 
University.

Redshirt freshman Tamara 
Moore won the 100-meter hurdles 
with a time of 14.22 seconds.

Junior Brandy Swann won the 
400-meter dash with a time of 55.59. 

“I was really nervous coming out 
of the blocks, but Coach Campbell 
gave me a plan and I stuck to it,” 
Swann said. “I blocked everything 
out and just ran, and I came out with 
a good time. For a season opener, I 
was OK with it.”

In the women’s 1,500-meter 
unseeded race, redshirt junior 
Lauren Postma took first place with 
a time of 4 minutes, 59.41 seconds.

“I felt like I was better prepared 
than I was expecting to be for the 
first outdoor meet of the season,” 
Postma said. “I felt good.” 

Senior Danyel Mitchell finished 
third in the 800-meter with a time of 
2:18.23, followed by senior Jasmine 
Love in eighth with a time of 2:21.11. 

Freshman Anna Sinclair led the 
Panthers in the 5,000-meter run with 
a strong 17:44.31 third-place finish.

Track claims five first-place wins at Georgia Tech Invitational

ABBY CARNEY | SIGNAL
Freshman Tyler Tomy finished sixth in his outdoor debut in the 
3000-meter steeplechase with a time of 10:09.04.

By ABBY CARNEY
Staff Writer

Sophomore Katharine 
Showalter fearlessly cleared 28 
hurdles and jumped seven water 
barriers in the 3,000-meter 
steeplechase, finishing in third with 
a time of 11:40.86. She was followed 
by fellow sophomore Alison Bishop 
in fourth with a time of 11:53.20, and 
junior Kacee Houle in fifth with a 
time of 12:02.40.

On the field, senior Shaquita 
Young won the high jump with a 
leap of 1.73 meters, and fellow senior 
Yolanda Berryhill took first place in 
the discus and second place in the 
hammer with throws of 45.05 meters 
and 47.37 meters, respectively.  

Senior Brittany Rhea placed 
third in the shot put with a career 
best throw of 12.44 meters.

On the men’s side, freshman 

Shyam Kapadia led the team in the 
1,500-meter unseeded race with a 
4:09.61 second-place finish. Junior 
Chris Harper ran a personal best 
in the 1,500-meter invitational race 
with a time of 3:59.48.

In their debut to outdoor 
track, freshmen Tyler Tomy, Julian 
Black, Brandon Black and Warren 
Enriquez stuck together as a pack in 
the 3,000-meter steeplechase, taking 
sixth through ninth place with times 
of 10:09.04, 10:30.77, 10:35.25 and 
10:43.84, respectively. 

Overall, the team performed 
well in the first meet of the outdoor 
season and will compete at Georgia 
Tech again this weekend at the 
Yellow Jacket Invitational.



What is “grok”? The word 
seems like something plucked out 
of a science fiction novel, and quite 
literally, it is. In Robert Heinlein’s 
novel Stranger in a Strange Land, a 
human returns to Earth after being 
raised by aliens on Mars, where he 
groks, or “understands intuitively or 
by empathy,” with his new neighbors. 
In a new art exhibit at Kib-
bee Gallery titled Grok, 
artists attempt to evoke 
the same sentiment 
between humans 
and nature with 
their art.

In the three-
artist exhibition, the 
gallery juxtaposes 
established Atlanta 
artists with emerg-
ing and undiscovered 
talent. All three artists 
use different media but 
produce work evoking the 
natural world and get the av-
erage art patron to appreciate, 
even just for a moment, nature and 
the environment. 

Miriam Karp, a prominent lo-
cal painter, dabbles in a different 
medium this time around and pres-
ents sculptures created from found 
items. Her work commands several 
different corners of the gallery and 
manages to draw the eye away from 
someone else’s piece of work to her 
own. 

One of Karp’s sculptures, a mass 
of cocoons suspended in midair 
above a staircase that leads nowhere, 
welcomes the viewer into the house, 
although it is not the first work on 
display. The bold colors and glitz of 
light bouncing off the material add 
a whimsical element to the room. 
There is no denying Karp’s careful 
craftsmanship and use of discarded 
or found materials as she erases the 
line between nature and modern 
civilization, recalling the aesthetic 
beauty of nature and its usefulness as 
a creative outlet.

Karp’s other piece, a collection 
of tools and figurines reminiscent 
of prehistoric specimens, connects 
the viewer to a time before moder-
nity. Her contrasting works stand 
out among other pieces in the gallery 
and show her maturity and versatility 
compared to the other artists. 
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GROK
WHEN March 5, 6-10 p.m.
WHERE Kibbee Gallery
ADDITIONAL INFO Runs 
through March 26. Special 
opening with artists and 
curator on March 12, 6-10 
p.m.

‘Grok’ brings you closer to nature

Sit outside near the King Cen-
ter on a Tuesday afternoon and 
you’re likely to see the Soup Mama 
speeding by on her Ezip Trailz elec-
tric bike (also known as “Sparky”), 
delivering soup. 

Soup Mama, whose real name 
is Liana Sisco, is a local celeb-
rity who uses her entrepreneurial 
prowess to love and serve her com-
munity.

Every week, she updates her 
blog, soup2u.wordpress.com, with 
the soup she’s cooking. Patrons 
leave a comment telling if they are 
interested. 

On Mondays, Sisco gets to 
work in her kitchen, preparing a 
delectable soup with fresh, organic 
ingredients. Tuesday is delivery 
day. Sisco must keep her customer 
base within a two-mile radius of the 
King Center so she can easily get 
soup to their doors.

Soup Mama doesn’t actually 
run as a business because Sisco pre-
pares the soups in her home kitch-

en. Instead, the project operates on 
donations.

“Soup-scribers” are encour-
aged to kick in $12 for a one-quart 
Mason jar, or two large servings, 
accompanied by fresh bread from 
Sisco’s friend and cohort Brian 
Siegmann of Local Boy Bakery.

Inspired by the Soup Ped-
dler, a man who sought to connect 
with his neighbors in Austin, Texas 
through soup, Sisco began mak-
ing and delivering soups in August. 
She moved downtown from Henry 
County in November 2009 with 
her husband Burke and daughters 
Shelly and April.

“We wanted to go where peo-
ple feel needs,” Sisco said. “It’s not 
sexy, and you know, it’s messy, but 
that’s why we moved here.” 

When her soup blog started 
getting heavy attention, Sisco dis-
covered a woman in Inman Park 
who didn’t want to order one week 
because she was pregnant and her 
baby was due soon. Soup Mama 
took the opportunity to bring her 

ABBY CARNEY | SIGNAL
Liana Sisco gets ready to make deliveries, loading up her Ezip Trailz 
electric bike, “Sparky,” with soup.

Feeding the neighborhood, 
one bowl of soup at a time

Found Footage Festival returns to Atlanta

The Found Footage Festival is a 
tour that showcases outrageous but 
hilarious found videos. Past seasons 
have featured clips ranging from 
awkward public access programs to 
an angry RV salesman’s outtakes and 
Marky Mark’s old workout video. 
Most of the clips are almost painful 
to watch, but the creators and hosts, 
Nick Preuher and Joe Pickett, add 
witty commentary for the audience. 

The Found Footage Festival will 

stop in Atlanta Thursday as part of its 
75-city tour. The event will be at the 
Plaza Theater at 7:30 p.m. This year, 
the festival will include a self-hypno-
sis video designed to teach viewers 
how to be better lovers, businessmen 
and bowlers, an exercise video star-
ring Cher, a home video from 1986 
and a ventriloquism how-to video. 

The Found Footage Festival has 
been featured on National Public Ra-
dio, Jimmy Kimmel Live and G4 TV’s 
Attack of the Show. It has also been 
named critic’s pick in publications 
such as The Village Voice and The Los 

Angeles Times. 
Both creators have written for 

The Onion, but Preuher’s past jobs 
in particular have prepared him well 
for his current work. In addition 
to working for The Colbert Report, 
Preuher was the head researcher 
for Late Show with David Letterman, 
where part of his job was “tracking 
down old embarrassing footage” of 
celebrities. 

Pickett and Preuher are current-
ly working on a short film and book of 

By KENDALL HARRIS
Staff Writer 

By ABBY CARNEY
Staff Writer 

By SAVANNA KEO
Associate Entertainment Editor

JOSH HERTZ
Found Footage Festival hosts Nick Prueher (left) and Joe Pickett 
introduce a found video.

SEE SOUP MAMA, PAGE 20

SEE FESTIVAL, PAGE 20

Tim Flowers, a professor at 
Georgia State’s Welch School of Art 
and Design, exhibits large, wall-
sized paintings in this exhibit. Get-
ting lost in the whirlwind of colors is 
easy with these pieces. They put the 
viewer in a trancelike state, if only 
for a moment.

The artist allows viewers to 
grok with nature and his art on a 
seemingly subconscious level for a 
short time, but his paintings show 

little variety in form from 
piece to piece. 

Iman Person, a re-
cent Georgia State grad-
uate, hones her craft 
with paintings in the 

Grok showing. Her 
recent personal dis-
covery of her rela-
tionship with nature 
is obvious in several 
of her pieces. The 

ethereal lightness of 
the watercolor pieces 
suggests an estranged 

and fleeting relationship 
that humans, unfortunate-

ly, share with nature these 
days. The delicacy and transpar-

ency of the watercolors is an appro-
priate medium for Person’s message. 

Kibbee, an independent gallery 
known for its support of the emerg-
ing arts scene in Atlanta, caters to a 
local community of underground art 
aficionados. 

Appropriately situated inside 
a house directly behind Fellini’s on 
Ponce de Leon Avenue, the gallery 
creates a comfortable, homey feel 
that, during this show, benefited the 
ability to “grok” with the art. The in-
timate setting forces people to linger 
longer on one piece and actually take 
the time to dissect pieces thoroughly. 

As soon as you leave the door 
of the Kibbee Gallery, your eyes may 
drift to the ground to see what mate-
rials you can weld together into art, 
à la Karp. 

The fleeting thoughts are gone 
and nature becomes, yet again, a sec-
ondary backdrop to the fast cars and 
bright lights on Ponce.

PHOTO BY MIRIAM KARP
Miriam Karp’s sculpture “Horse 
Warrior” in Grok.
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It’s a warm spring day in At-
lanta’s Old Fourth Ward, and Eden 
Magpantay and her dog, Nyago, are 
going for a long walk. Before this Feb-
ruary, they would have been limited 
to simply ambling around the neigh-
borhood. But today, they turn a cor-
ner, crest a small hill and arrive at the 
newly constructed Historic Fourth 
Ward Park. 

“It’s the best thing that’s hap-
pened to this neighborhood,” Mag-
pantay said.

Nestled a block south of City 
Hall East, the park is an expansive 
five acres of mixed-use paths wind-
ing around a large lake that forms the 
centerpiece of the area. Stone sculp-
tures designed by local artist Maria 
Artemis dot the park, geese swim 
lazily through the lake and several 
sets of waterfalls fill the air with the 
sound of rushing water.

The Historic Fourth Ward Park 
is the latest addition to the Atlanta 
Beltline. It is in only its first phase of 
development, but by the time sum-
mer hits, it will have expanded to 17 
acres. 

Magpantay is excited about the 
park, gushing about how pretty it is 
and how it gives Old Fourth Ward 
residents a way to get to know their 
neighbors. But the park is more than 
merely a green space. The lake also 
addresses issues with flooding that 
used to plague the area. 

“The original thought that the 
city had was to build just your stan-
dard watershed management facil-
ity,” said Atlanta BeltLine, Inc. Di-
rector of Communications Ethan 
Davidson. “The community really 

wanted a park in that location … and 
they agreed on this concept of a re-
tention pond or lake that could both 
serve the Department of Water Man-
agement needs and be the center-
piece of a new park.”

According to Davidson, there 
was also an ongoing dialog with the 
community about the design and 
construction of the park. The fin-
ished product is part of an ambitious 
citywide project spearheaded by At-
lanta BeltLine.

The urban development project 
is spending $2.8 billion on transfor-
mative changes to Atlanta. According 
to its website, Atlanta BeltLine aims 
to convert a 22-mile former rail line 
into a trail transit system connected 
to 33 miles of multi-use trails. It’s also 
on a mission to connect 40 of Atlan-
ta’s parks, create 1,200 acres of new 
green space and improve 700 acres of 
existing parks and green spaces. 

The goal of all this development 
is to make Atlanta a more pleasant 
place to live while also stimulating 
the economy, cleaning up the envi-
ronment, creating a platform for pub-
lic art and preserving historical areas.

Although the Beltline itself is far 
from complete, the Historic Fourth 
Ward Park is already a hit in the 
neighborhood.

“It’s a very beautiful space, and 
I’m sure it’s going to be in high de-
mand for everything from festivals 
to weddings to just hanging out with 
friends,” Davidson said.

The Historic Fourth Ward Park 
is located one block south of 
City Hall East and is bordered 
by Morgan Street, Rankin 
Street, Edith Street and Garden 
Park Drive.

BROOKE MARSHALL | SIGNAL
Two people and their dogs walk on the multi-use trail that winds around the Historic Fourth Ward Park.

By BROOKE MARSHALL
Copy EditorNew park unites Old Fourth Ward

I’m climbing a rusty fence in 
a vacant lot behind Tin Lizzy’s in 
Grant Park, ignoring the fact that I 
can’t afford a tetanus shot. I’m a man 
on a mission: to adopt my very own 
Catlanta cat. But it’s to no avail — the 
cat has already been adopted. 

It was the same story the day 
before as I snooped around the cat-
less street sign at North and Semi-
nole avenues. Earlier that same day, 
I checked at the Margaret Mitchell 
House, but the cat was already gone 
with the wind. Adopting your own 
Catlanta cat, it turns out, is no easy 
task. 

This genre-bending project 
started around the time of the Janu-
ary snow storm Atlantans know as 
“Snowpocalypse,” when an anony-
mous artist started leaving cutouts 
and magnets featuring a doodle of his 
own cat around town. 

“I had been drawing the Catlan-
ta cats for the past two or three years, 
but it wasn’t until the snow storm 
that I went out and painted a lot of 
them,” the artist wrote in an e-mail to 
The Signal. “The streets were so dead 
that you could paint anywhere you 
wanted, so I did with some friends. I 
was spray painting another character 
up a lot during the ice storm, but the 

few Catlantas I did got a lot more no-
tice so I figured I should go with it.”

The artist, who cut his teeth as a 
studio art major at Georgia State, got 
to work creating magnets and cut-
outs of his emblem, dropping them 
around town and putting pictures 
and clues on Twitter, Facebook and 
Flickr. Participants can track down 
the cats and “adopt” them as their 
own, or they can take the kitties, do 
their own drops around town and 
put the photos online. You might see 
Catlanta’s cats on street signs, mail-
boxes, restaurant entrances and even 
Atlanta Police Department cruisers.

That give and take between Cat-
lanta’s artist and his fans is the crux 
of the movement. 

“I take the advice and criticism 
from followers of the project very 
seriously,” he wrote. “I want the 
city to support Catlanta, so I try my 
hardest to present pieces that every 
resident will enjoy, but given the na-
ture of street art and the stigmas that 
come with it, I know that will never 
be completely possible. I don’t think 
Catlanta necessarily needs an audi-
ence to survive, but one definitely 
helps.”

Catlanta’s apparent lack of 
meaning, however, might be its no-
blest aspect. The project is guiltlessly 
cute, clever and fun, a celebration of 
our city and a way to get people to 

Catlanta exposes people to new world of art, takes them around city

engage in the Atlanta art scene. The 
artist has chosen to sacrifice his name 
and recognition, content to sit back 
and enjoy watching people use his 
project to get to know their commu-
nities better and have a little fun in a 
hectic day-to-day existence.

“Ultimately Catlanta will last 
as long as I’m happy with what I’m 
putting out in the city,” he wrote. 
“I’ve been told by several people that 
Catlanta makes them happy, and I’m 
glad. That’s my goal, to make the city 
as a whole a little happier.”

FLICKR
The Catlanta artist keeps his 
identity a secret, allowing his art 
to speak for itself.

FLICKR
A “feral” Catlanta kitten ready for adoption. Catlanta’s artist posts 
pictures of his artwork on social media sites, usually with the caption 
“find me,” and his followers use these pictures to locate and “adopt” 
the cats.

By RYAN MIXSON
Staff Writer
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HOPE.

WHErE tHE rubbEr mEEts tHE rOad.

YOu WalkEd. YOu ran. YOu rOdE. YOu madE it HaPPEn.

HOPE. ParticiPatiOn Has imPact.

WE arE sEEking mEn and WOmEn bEtWEEn 18 and 50  

YEars Of agE, WHO dO nOt HavE Hiv, and arE rEadY  

tO jOin Our quEst fOr a vaccinE tO cOmbat Hiv.

If eligible you will participate in a study to evaluate a vaccine developed to 
prevent HIV/AIDS and stimulate the body’s immune system. The study will 

examine the safety of the vaccine and assess the immune response in those who 
are immunized. The vaccine does not contain HIV, and you will receive $75 

per study visit for your time and travel expenses to the study location in Decatur, 
Georgia. This study is being conducted by Dr. Mark Mulligan of the Hope Clinic 

of the Emory Vaccine Center, located at 603 Church Street, Decatur, GA 30030. 

Hope…be a part of it. call 877-424-HOPE (4673) to learn more.

www.hopeclinic.emory.edu | vaccine@emory.edu

Bacon, as a concept, is a double-
edged sword. Think about it: pork 
is taboo in many major religions, 
whereas in places like the South, it’s 
practically a way of life. Dad’s Garage 
Theatre Company knows this all too 
well, pork lovers that they are, so ex-
pect plenty of it this month at their 
annual BaconFest.  

Dad’s Garage is an ensemble 
comedy theater in Inman Park that 
has been serving up some of Atlanta’s 
finest improvisational and scripted 
comedy since 1995. The organization 
has risen from a small, volunteer-run 
company to a flourishing neighbor-
hood theater with national and inter-
national recognition. Dad’s Garage is 
a nonprofit company, and BaconFest 
is its annual fundraiser.  

The company has every inten-
tion of expanding, and later this year, 
fans can expect to see new online 
content on their website. Plans for 
plays are also in the works. 

“I like to think of us as the South 
Park of real life,” said Kevin Gillese, 
the theater’s artistic director. “We 
like to be in-your-face, we like to be 
provocative, but at the same time we 
want to say it with intelligence.” 

BaconFest, as described by the 
theater, will have bacon and the oth-
er two of the “three B’s” — beer and 
bands — all day. Starting at 1 p.m. on 

Saturday, the grounds of the theater 
will be packed inside and out with 
booths, games, contests and enough 
pork products to satisfy even the 
most carnivorous appetite. 

There are three types of tickets 
for the event that increase in price, 
access to swine and activities with 
each degree. The most affordable 
pass, the “Portioned Porking” pack-
age, comes with three cups the guest 
can fill with beer or bacon, plus game 
tickets. The next level, the “Bottom-
less Bacon” package, includes its 
namesake as well as unlimited beer 
and games.  

The most inclusive package, the 
“Whole Hog,” is not for the casual 
chef salad or BLT eater. Shell out a 
Benjamin for not only all the ben-
efits of the “Bottomless Bacon” pass, 
but also access to a whole roasted 
pig from Old Fourth Ward haunt 
P’cheen. Also included are craft beers 
and different varieties of bacon. 

The actors involved with Dad’s 
Garage will host the activities at the 
event, ranging from inappropriate 
face painting to a drunken spelling 
bee. A wheelchair obstacle course, 
eating contests and a “heavy” pet-
ting zoo will be among the other ac-
tivities. Dad’s Garage has been rated 
Atlanta’s “Best Improv Group” by lo-
cal publications for several years in a 
row, so prepare to laugh all day long.  

Music is a perfect complement 
to pork. Just look at how well blues 

and barbecue go together. It’s no 
surprise then that Dad’s Garage has 
rooted out some of Atlanta’s finest 
musical talent for the event. Mike La-
Sage and the Stumbling Troubadours 
are headlining and they have senior-
ity after playing the festival the past 
few years.  

LaSage is confident his brand of 
Americana will mesh well with ba-
con and beer.  

“Our live show has an underly-
ing dark humor to it, so I think that’s 
why we fit,” he said. “My daily goal is 
to get both of those in my body any-
way.” 

LaSage has found ways to get 
involved in the festival beyond his 
music. He’s cooking up his propri-
etary recipe, “Mike’s Single-Wide Ja-
lapeño Bacon,” for the “Whole Hog” 
guests. He’s also helping out with the 
roasted pig.  

The rest of the lineup includes 
Darling Norman, Young Orchids and 
Cousin Dan. 

The theater expects at least 500 
guests to attend this rain-or-shine 
event, which means they’ll need a lot 
of pork. Fortunately, local burger bar 
The Vortex has risen to the challenge 
by donating 1,000 pounds of the stuff, 
which comes out to approximately 
two pounds of bacon per guest.  

BaconFest comes from humble 
beginnings, starting as a party among 
Florida State University graduates 
and their friends, but its status as a 

BaconFest: PETA’s worst nightmare

huge neighborhood festival is well-
deserved. No one activity takes pre-
cedence at this festival, and all its 
parts create something bigger than 

the whole. BaconFest brings Atlan-
tans together — all the guests can put 
aside their differences for at least one 
day in the pursuit of pork.

DAD’S GARAGE
A Dad’s Garage volunteer cooking up bacon at last year’s BaconFest.

By ZACK KRAIMER
Staff Writer 



LW TW Album/Artist/Label

03 01 Underneath the Pine 
Toro y Mol (Carpark)

19 02 Reptilians 
Starf---er (Polyvinyl)

12 03 Explicit Pictures 
We Are Enfant Terrible (Last Gang)

20 04 Anna Calvi 
Anna Calvi (Domino) 

14 05 Beachcomber’s Windowsill
Stornoway (4AD) 

01 06 Bellow 
Slater Canyon (Manimal Vinyl)

23 07 Civilian
Wye Oak (Merge) 

23 08 Port Entropy 
Shugo Tokumaru (Polyvinyl)

09 09 Colour Trip 
Ringo Deathstarr (Sonic Unyon)

13 10 Lives and Treasure
Acrylics (Friendly Fire)

18 11 Win Win 
Win Win (Vice) 

25 12 Bad Time Zoo 
Sims (Doomtree) 

05 13 Alright You Restless 
AgesandAges (Knitting Factory)

22 14 Too Beautiful to Work 
The Luyas (Dead Oceans) 

07 15 Mighty 
Lord Huron

10 16 The Greatest Story Never Told 
Saigon (Suburban Noize) 

11 17 Zonoscope 
Cut Copy (Modular) 

15 18 Voltaire Twins 
Voltaire Twins

16 19 Cape Dory
Tennis (Fat Possum)

08 20 Let England Shake 
PJ Harvey (Vagrant) 

04 21 James Blake 
James Blake (ATLAS)

26 22 Wounded Rhymes 
Lykke Li (Atlantic)

27 23 Boys and Diamonds 
Rainbow Arabia (Kompakt) 

28 24 Smoke Ring for My Halo 
Kurt Vile (Matador) 

29 25 Flora 
Fredrik (The Kora) 

30 26 Summer Echoes 
Sin Fang (Morr Music)

— 27 Constant Future 
Parts & Labor (Jagjaguwar) 

— 28 Alexander 
Alexander (Vagrant Community) 

— 29 Asleep on the Floodplain 
Six Organs of Admittance (Drag City) 

— 30 Only Mountain: The Remixes 
Take (Alpha Pub)

Starf---er serves up the 
kind of catchy dance-
pop that lights up the 
floor at Noni’s on a 
Saturday night.

Unless you scour hip-hop blogs 
or follow MTV Buzzworthy’s in-
cessant tweets, you probably aren’t 
aware of Frank Ocean. Although 
the newcomer class in hip-hop and 
R&B is extremely impressive, Ocean 
is straight on par with the most sea-
soned of colleagues.  

You may not know his name, but 
inevitably, you will. Ocean has been 
blowing up as a member of shock rap 
outfit OFWGKTA (Odd Future Wolf 
Gang Kill Them All), who appear on 
the cover of the April issue of Bill-
board. Ocean’s solo work, though, is a 
sharp departure from his origins. 

Upon first listen, the self-re-
leased album cultivates something 
in the listener.  Coldplay fans will 
recognize the brief clips of “Lovers 
in Japan” and “Life In Technicolor” 
between sounds of pressing buttons 
and fast-forwarding tape, which oc-
cur between every few songs on the 
album.  Ocean then goes into “Straw-
berry Swing,” singing about child-
hood, mortality and letting go over 
the original Coldplay track. In all 
honesty, the versions are so different 
and beautiful, it’s easy to forget the 
sample wasn’t originally Ocean’s.

Singing over another band’s 
sample doesn’t happen in just 
“Strawberry Swing.” Ocean also sings 
over The Eagles’ “Hotel California” 
on “American Wedding.” The seven-
minute track is a saga about the trag-
edy of divorce and its prevalence in 
America. “It’s just an American wed-
ding / They don’t mean too much / 
They don’t last enough / We had an 
American wedding / Now what’s 
mine is yours / American divorce,” 
he sings. Ocean also sings over beats 
from MGMT’s “Electric Feel” on 
“Nature Feels.”

Although the output is impres-
sive, taking music from other tracks 
that are as ingenious and insightful as 
the lyrics on top of them is not a rig-
orous task. Fortunately, these enjoy-
able yet somewhat derivative tracks 
are eclipsed by Ocean’s original 
work. “Songs for Women” touches 
on his comparison to Drake and Trey 
Songz: “Don’t even listen to the songs 
I record / but she be banging that 
Drake in my car / I’m so far gone / 
She stay blasting Trey and his songs / 
all damn day long / It’s like she never 

Frank Ocean
Nostalgia
Ultra

‘Nostalgia’ puts Frank Ocean on hip-hop radar
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heard of me.”
Ocean recently tweeted a photo 

of himself in the studio. “this is the 
room i’m working in this day. not 
to brag but man, this is surreal,” he 
wrote in the photo’s caption. “like..
she’s singing my songs. if time were 
to stop right now, the past couple 
weeks would be near the top of the 
highlight reel for my short time on 
earth.”

The “she” he speaks of is Be-
yonce Knowles, sitting casually with 
natural hair and no makeup, reading 
lyrics. World, meet Frank Ocean.

— Chelsie Rohlen, Staff Writer

Download Ocean’s album for 
free at frankocean.tumblr.com 
and follow him at @frankocean 
on Twitter.

On her latest album, Goodbye 
Lullaby, Avril Lavigne takes listen-
ers on a musical journey through the 
rocky emotion of love, topping beau-
tiful pianos and guitar tracks with 
heartfelt yet at times redundant lyr-
ics.

After a four-year hiatus, the Ca-
nadian pop-punk princess is back, 
attempting to shed her tough rocker 
image for a more mature sound. She 
even wrote and co-wrote every song 
on the album, including bonus track 
“Alice,” featured in Tim Burton’s Al-
ice in Wonderland.

But despite her best efforts, 
Goodbye Lullaby ultimately lacks bal-
ance and comes off sounding like it 
could have been sung by P!nk or Katy 
Perry.

Of course, the album isn’t with-
out its strengths. The lead single, 
“What the Hell,” has major commer-
cial appeal. The catchy hook and fa-
miliar themes of being free and hav-
ing fun remind listeners of the old 
rebellious Lavigne they fell in love 
with. “I don’t really care about if you 
love me,” she sings. “If you hate me / 
You can’t save me / Baby, baby / All 
my life I been good but now / Whoa 
what the hell.”

On Goodbye Lullaby, Lavigne 
sounds like she’s battling between 
two loves: her ex-husband and her 
new beau. The main themes of the al-
bum sway between “I miss you” and 

Avril Lavigne
Goodbye Lullaby
RCA

“I love you,” “let’s be together” and 
“we can’t be together,” and, of course, 
“I love you” and “I hate you.”

The two standout tracks are 
“Wish You Were Here” and “Smile.” 
On “Smile,” Lavigne sings about a guy 
who’s stolen her heart because he can 
make her smile. On “Wish You Were 
Here,” the topic is reminiscing about 
a love and wishing he were near.

Despite all the raw emotion on 
Goodbye Lullaby, it’s ultimately the 
songs reminding listeners of Lavi-
gne’s earlier work that sound the 
best. Case in point: “Darlin,” Which 
Lavigne wrote when she was 15. It’s 
cute and raw, focusing on keeping 
your head up and loving a person the 
best way you can. 

Lavigne shook things up when 
she first hit the scene with her 
cheeky, cheerfully rebellious brand 
of pop-punk. Although Goodbye Lul-
laby is worth a listen — especially 
if you’ve recently gone through a 
breakup — Lavigne would do well to 
return to her original sound. 

— Tyana Jackson, Staff Writer

Kronden, Phil Da Agony and 
San Diego native Mitchy Slick of 
West Coast rebel group Strong Arm 
Steady have been pounding the un-
derground circuit with five-mics-
worthy mixtapes since 2003. Their 
newest album, Arms & Hammers, is 
a street-conscious effort that aims to 
turn the hip-hop industry back to the 
hip-hop movement that once reigned 
supreme. 

With executive production from 
Afrocentric lyricist Talib Kweli, the 
album features a steady list of solid 
collaborators, including Too Short, 
Game, KRS-One and Kurupt, to 
name a few. Worthy of any DJ mix-
tape, the album’s 12 tracks carry a 
steady stream of gangsta funk hits 
perfect for the upcoming summer. 

But Arms & Hammers carries 
more than just the typical West Coast 
head-bobbin’ beats. What makes the 
album most unique is the socially and 
politically conscious subject matter. 
From the shooting of Sean Bell to 
the recession, Arms & Hammers is a 
cultivated perspective on the issues 

Strong Arm Steady
Arms & Hammers
Blacksmith/Element9

SEE STEADY, PAGE 20

It’s frenetically ecstatic 
Japanese pop, yes, but 
it’s also multifaceted 
and musically 
challenging. 

Glitchy electronica 
meets tender, soulful 
balladry — like if a 
robot learned how to 
love.

Boy meets girl. Boy and 
girl get married. Boy 
and girl blend pop and 
gritty post-punk with 
musical influences that 
span the globe. Y’know, 
your typical indie-rock 
love story.

Freak-folksy, 
psychedelic 
explorations of a 
variety of musical 
styles and structures. 
It’s weird, but it’s 
definitely not boring.
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The ATL Collective presents Bob Dylan’s Bringing It 
All Back Home
Here’s how it works: The ATL Collective chooses an album and a 
handful of musical acts. They divvy up the tracks among the musicians, 
who go on to perform it for a delighted audience. The album in question 
this week is Bob Dylan’s fifth, Bringing It All Back Home. Covering 
songs like “Subterranean Homesick Blues,” “Maggie’s Farm” and “It’s 
Alright, Ma (I’m Only Bleeding)” are Micah Dalton with Chantae Cann, 
Tyler Lyle, Jeremy Aggers and the Tamers, Tim Brantley, and feature 
act Molly Parden.
Eddie’s Attic, 515-B North McDonough Street, Decatur // 6:30-9:30 
p.m. // $10 advance, $13 at the door, all ages
 
Bong That Gong
This popular open mic night has been a mainstay of the Little Five 
Points scene for years now. Cringe at the poor souls who get the gong 
and have to shuffle offstage! Cheer for those who’ve been deemed 
worthy of continuing to play! And if you think you’ve got the talent, hop 
onstage yourself!
7 Stages, 1105 Euclid Avenue // 10 p.m. // Free, all ages

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23

Trailer for a Day
Recently, artist Lee Walton made a short film in which he followed 
Chloe Ralston through the events that made up a normal day in her 
life. Today, he takes the project one step further, arranging for 11 of 
these choreographed performances to happen throughout the city and 
inviting Atlantans to be a part of this experience. For more information 
and specific locations and times of the performances, visit www.
fluxprojects.org.
Atlanta // 11:14 a.m.-10:47 p.m. // Free, all ages

THURSDAY, MARCH 17

Interbeast
This is one of your last chances to see the art of R. Nicholas Kuszyk, 
a New York-based artist with a penchant for bright colors, intricate 
details and robots. His work is joined by that of El Kamino, Chip 7, 
Parski and Future Colors of America.
Young Blood Gallery & Boutique, 636 North Highland Avenue NE // 
Noon-8 p.m. // Free, all ages // Continues through March 27

FRIDAY, MARCH 25

Southern Fried Sideshow Presents…
If your idea of a good time is a quiet evening spent drinking wine and 
watching movies with friends, you should probably stick with that and 
avoid this event. But if you have a taste for the unusual, check out this 
evening of music, comedy, Hula-Hoops, juggling and awe-inspiring 
physical stunts. Southern Fried Sideshow may be a shock, but one 
thing’s for sure: You definitely won’t be bored.
The Five Spot, 1123 Euclid Avenue // 9 p.m. // $10, 18+

SATURDAY, MARCH 26

Blair Crimmins & the Hookers
Blair Crimmins is keeping the vaudeville tradition alive, whipping up 
spirited 1920s-style jazz on banjo, accordion, uke and piano. Joined by 
the avant-garde gypsy sounds of Megan Jean & the KFB and the 2009 
winners the Flagpole magazine music award for Best Jazz, The Half 
Dozen Brass Band, this is definitely going to be a rollicking night of 
music.
Star Bar, 437 Moreland Avenue // 9 p.m. // $10, 21+

MONDAY, MARCH 21

Cut Copy, Holy Ghost!
Spring is here, and you know what that means: It’s time to get your 
dance on! And what better band to bust a move to than Australia’s 
own Cut Copy? When these guys are playing their signature brand of 
vivacious dance-pop, you’ll swear you’ve been transported back to the 
’80s. And yes, I mean that in the best possible way.
Masquerade, 695 North Avenue // 7 p.m. // $22
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plaguing both the black community 
and the nation at large. 

On “Klack or Get Klacked,” the 
heavy-hitting record unapologeti-
cally throws shots at the police and 
sheds light on the plight of many who 
spend their days on neighborhood 
street corners. 

Phil focuses his attention on the 
racial corruption in his hood when 
he brazenly demands that the “Black 
man shoot your friendly neighbor-
hood policeman / ’cause they’ll say 
you got a gun / It’s just a cell in your 

hand.” The tenacious rhetoric contin-
ues on “All the Brothers,” when Phil 
boasts how “We went from chains on 
the boat / to getting change for the 
words we wrote / Even Obama took 
notes.”

It’s no question that these fine 
gentlemen are high on California 
love, and the influence of the West 
Coast’s culture, women and sound 
constantly blare through speakers. 
The mix of political awareness and 
club-worthy bangers must be a result 
of the additional production credits 
from DJ Khalil, Nottz and Terrace 
Martin, who all come from different 
spectrums in the hip-hop arena. 

The only disappointment has to 
be the painfully out-of-place track 
“Blow My Horn,” featuring Kurupt. 
I get that the fellas always want to 
have something for the ladies, but 
this tune just wasn’t it.

Overall, Arms & Hammers is a 
standout effort, a refreshing blend of 
intellectual content that still remains 
loyal to the gritty beats and unapolo-
getic subject matter of West Coast 
hip-hop. Aside from a few question-
able tracks, this album is definitely a 
steady, head-bobbing treat for any-
body in love with the movement. 

— Annabella Jean-Laurent, 
Associate Campus Life Editor

>> STEADY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

soup and cookies. 
“She was so excited. We got 

to give it to her as a gift because we 
know she has a need. And that’s real-
ly, you know, the whole bottom line,” 
Sisco said.

Soup Mama’s soup-scribers 
have nothing but good things to say 
about their kind-hearted city mother.

Grant Park patrons Luke Batch-
elor and Eddie Kelly are regular cus-
tomers who look forward to Soup 
Mama’s delivery every week, not only 
for the soup.

“She kind of represents this 
ideal in Atlanta of community, of ‘my 
neighbors are my friends, not my en-

emies, and it’s bad if they’re strang-
ers,’ and I guess a lot of people don’t 
get out of their box. She’s the reac-
tion against that. I love living in a city 
where I can walk out on my doorstep 
and see this stranger delivering soup 
and be friends with her,” Batchelor 
said.

With about 22 customers a 
week, Soup Mama stays busy. She is 
incredibly dedicated to continuing 
her service, despite any obstacle that 
stands in her way.

Soup Mama delivered in the 
January snowstorm, locally dubbed 
“Snowpocalypse,” while moving to 
a new home. Even when her bike 
broke down, she still came through.

“Eddie is really impressed with 
how devoted I am to soup. I tell him, 

‘I’m devoted to you. The soup is a 
tool,’” Sisco said. 

Recent concoctions Soup Mama 
has added to her repertoire are cur-
ried corn chowder, a bouktouf (an 
Algerian vegetable soup), chicken 
potpie soup and vegetable soup with 
pesto. 

“The soups are delicious. I have 
at least one meal, maybe two meals 
done with her soups. Staying pretty 
busy and being able to come home 
and have incredible soup is great,” 
Kelly said. 

The Soup Mama’s soup blog is 
at soup2u.wordpress.com. To 
receive a soup-scription, e-mail 
Soup Mama at yesplease@the-
soupmama.com.

200 of their favorite VHS covers with 
accompanying jokes, expected in Oc-
tober. In addition, the two are work-
ing with comedians Tim Heidecker 
and Eric Wareheim of Tim and Eric 
Awesome Show, Great Job! to create a 
TV show based on a friend who “got 
booked on a dozen morning news 
show as a yo-yo expert even though 
he can’t yo-yo at all,” Preuher said. 

Both Pickett and Preuher seem 
to thoroughly enjoy their work.

“One of our favorite things in 
the world is when we are able to 
meet and track down the people in 
the videos, because for us they’re like 
movie stars. They’re actually bigger 
than that in our small little world,” 
Preuher said. 

In April, Pickett and Preuher 
plan to meet the star of a video called 
Rent a Friend, a “kind of concept 
video where if you were lonely you 
could pop this tape in and the guy on 
screen would be your friend for an 
hour,” according to Preuher.

According to Preuher, the video 
begins with the man asking viewers 
questions about themselves before 
“revealing far too much about him-
self. … You watch this guy unravel be-
fore your eyes.” 

Pickett and Preuher not only 
enjoy meeting the stars from their 
found footage, but try to be a part of it 
as much as possible. In past seasons, 
they have appeared on a few of the 
public access shows they feature in 
their tour, and the two plan to make 
an updated version of Rent a Friend 
upon meeting the host.

“We always like to interact,” 
Preuher said. “If I can be a part of the 
video, that’s a dream come true.” 

>> SOUP MAMA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

COURTESY OF NICK PRUEHER AND JOE PICKETT
This still from a 1989 instructional video titled Ventriloquism for Fun & 
Profit features the disembodied dummy head of Jerry Mahoney.

>> FESTIVAL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

For this year’s tour, the hosts are 
showing a video called Sing Along 
with Frank Woehrle, a series of home-
made sing-along videos starring an 
old man in a cowboy hat.

Pickett and Preuher noticed a 
1-800 number on the back of the tape 
and decided to give it a try. To their 
surprise, the number was still in ser-
vice. In turn, Pickett and Preuher 
brought Woehrle out of a 20-year re-

tirement to make a custom sing-along 
video for the Found Footage Festival. 
It will be presented at the end of this 
year’s show.

When in Atlanta, Preuher said 
their favorite places to visit are Ria’s 
Bluebird Café (“I love the Bluebird,” 
Preuher said), Paris on Ponce and the 
Righteous Room. 

“We just like to wander around 
and hit thrift stores,” Preuher said.
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Georgia State, one of the se-
lect few schools in the country, will 
have the honor of participating in 
an exclusive Chevrolet campus pro-
motions program.  Lights…Camera…
Chevrolet, one of the semester’s 
most exciting and exclusive event 
will be hosted by Georgia State 
marketing students on March 31 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. on Broad Street.

Capture Marketing, a student 
marketing agency, has worked dili-
gently to organize and launch this 
event to the campus community. 
Chevrolet Campus Promotions 
campaign is designed to allow am-
bitious marketing students to ex-
plore real life business experiences 
by creating a campaign for a global 
and household company such as 
Chevrolet.

The entire street will be 
blocked off while Chevrolet’s lat-
est and most innovative vehicles 
such as the Camaro, Equinox and 
2011 Cruze will be showcased. 
Sarah Strickland, public relations 
department head of Capture Mar-
keting shared her enthusiasm as 
she explains some of the activities 
that will take place throughout the 
event.

“We will play an interactive 
game of musical car and involve 
participants in a cool scaven-
ger hunt which will actually take 
place inside of the showcased cars. 
There’s going to be so many fun and 
exciting activities,” Sarah Strick-
land said.

In addition to the games, Com-
cast Broadband will be on location 
catching all the action for Get Local 
Atlanta. There will be sponsored 
giveaways from the Atlanta Braves, 

Hawks, Falcons and a host of others 
as well as free food.

Capture Marketing’s number 
one goal throughout this campaign 
is to reach out and attract the at-
tention of Georgia State students 
as they continue to globally market 
the Chevrolet brand. The agency 
wants to be able to create a buzz 
surrounding the cutting edge ve-
hicles, and create an image that 
will display them as idealist cars. 
To be able to promote, educate and 
provide incentives would be a huge 
accomplishment for the student-
marketing agency.

One of the successful ways 
Capture Marketing has been able 
to engage and connect their target 
audience is through Social media 
networking.

“We’d like to place high em-
phasis on our social media net-
working involvement. It is very 
important to use social media sites 
such as Facebook and Twitter to 
disseminate information. We want 
to be able to have the advantage 
of reaching out to our generation 
while changing their attitudes and 
behaviors about the Chevrolet ve-
hicles,” Strickland said.

Lights…Camera…Chevrolet is 
made possible through the EdVen-
ture Partners organization that is 
dedicated to providing innovative 
industry and educational partner-
ships amongst students, educators, 
public and private organizations. 
The program overall initiates each 
class to design and develop a mar-
keting campaign from start to fin-
ish, including market research, 
strategy, campaign design and im-
plementation.

For more information, visit the 
official website at www.lightscamer-
achevrolet.com.

Chevrolet shines spotlight 
on marketing students

SARAH STRICKLAND
Georgia State marketing students plan for their first event in 
collaboration with Chevrolet.

By CYNTHIA CHRISTMAN
Staff Writer 

It is well known that with all of 
the diversity on campus, there is a 
wealth of talent that follows along. 
A portion of those talented students 
showcased their skills in everything 
from singing to spoken word at Ama-
teur Night hosted by Spotlight Pro-
grams Board Thursday, March 17.

Amateur Night is hosted annu-
ally and gives students an opportuni-
ty to showcase their talents to their 
peers. The talent selection was not 
limited to just those who were vocal-
ly gifted. What made this event spe-
cial was that students were skilled 
in other areas as well and were also 
welcomed to apply. However, with 
this year’s big changes, like the intro-
duction of the Georgia State football 
team and the first fall homecoming, 
the event was held outside of home-
coming week for the first time.

“Since this was our first year 
with a football team [and] last se-
mester everything was just pushed 
together, we just made it an event 
for spring semester,”said Brittany 
Brewer, homecoming co-director 
for Spotlight Programs Board and a 
senior majoring in early childhood 
education. 

“All of the contestants are GSU 
students, from singing to stepping 
to rapping and dancing and the step 
teams P2 and Quiet Storm will also be 
there.” This year’s showcase kicked 
off on St. Patrick’s Day with not just 
an array of talented participants, but 
exhibition acts that kept the crowd 
entertained as well. Notable violin-
ist D Sharp started the program with 
distinct tunes from Kanye West’s “All 
of the Lights” to “More” by Usher. 
During the program, Georgia State’s 
own DJ Peter Parker and senior and 
exercise science major, Sam Chuck-
wuma, arranged background music. 
Tony Price, a senior exercise science 
major, took the stage as the night’s 
host and he didn’t fail to impress.

Chukwuma and Price also 
entertained the crowd with their 
amusing banter and breakdown of 
common slang words in a segment 
titled Urban Dictionary. During the 

Amateur Night offers all-star talent

segment, Chukwuma explained the 
meaning of the terms from “flexin” to 
“ratchet” while keeping the audience 
fully engaged during the process.

 An impromptu dance contest 
was also held to see which audience 
member could deliver the best moves 
on stage.

 “It was fun to get involved,” said 
Roodgery Rosemberg, a sophomore 
who participated in the dance-off. “I 
enjoyed everything about the show. 
There was a lot of variety. A little bit 
of poetry, a little bit of dancing, a little 
bit of singing--I was satisfied.” 

Aside from the pre-entertain-
ment, the main attraction was cer-
tainly the the student participants. 
The categories of vocal performance, 
step team and spoken word/rap were 
judged by a panel. Priscilla Tennant 
won the vocal performance, P2 won 
the step team category and Shelam 
Little won the spoken word/rap cat-
egory.

Amateur Night allowed students 
to showcase their talent and gave stu-
dents the opportunity to shine in the 
spotlight.

JUDY KIM | SIGNAL
Violinist D Sharp was entertainment for the preshow. 

By THADDEUS MORGAN
Staff Writer 

JUDY KIM | SIGNAL
Amateur Night was held outside of homecoming week for the first time this year.
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How to use an awesome GSU Job Board in 

Internships | Part-time | Full-time

4 easy steps!
1. Complete your profile on Panther Career Net: www.gsu.edu/career/jobs.html
2. Search for jobs and internships from the Shortcuts menu.
3. Already have a résumé approved?  Then apply immediately.
4. Need a résumé approved?  Visit UCS, Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Scan code to access
Panther Career Net!
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Prowl PCN for 
Phenomenal 
Job Possibilities!

For more information visit
Room 260 University Center,

www.gsu.edu/career or call 404/413-1820

The college experience can be 
seen as a time to explore new oppor-
tunities and become a better individ-
ual. Well, one student in particular is 
taking full advantage of the occasion.  
Jonathan King, a senior majoring in 
computer information systems, is 
leaving a legacy on his campus and 
in his community that far surpasses 
expectations. 

Born and raised in New Orleans, 
King immediately became involved 
at Georgia State through joining the 
Freshman Learning Community 
named Emerging Young Leaders. Al-
though he was carrying a heavy work 
schedule his first semester, he was 
honored with the Emerging Leader 
of the Year Award.  Since then, he has 
taken advantage of the benefits of be-
ing a student leader on campus.

“I didn’t understand why I was 
picked for the award, being that I was 
working a lot,” King said. “They told 
me I was selected because they saw 
that leadership in me and ever since 
then I took that as motivation to be-
come involved.”

King’s involvement stretched 
across campus from his role as the 
previous executive director of Spot-
light Programs Board to his position 

as the current president of his frater-
nity the “Powerful” Pi Alpha Chapter 
of Phi Beta Sigma, Incorporated.  

Although his involvement on 
campus is important, King reminds 
aspiring student leaders what are the 
keys to success.

“Time and stress management 
are key,” King said. “Don’t add too 
many things to your plate at once. It’s 
okay to say no, and remember we are 
students first, then we are student 
leaders.”

King has stayed on top of his 
studies and through his use of Career 
Services, he was able to land an in-
ternship this past summer with Gen-
eral Electric. During his internship, 
King was a part of the Information 
Management Leadership Program 
that allowed him the opportunity to 
work collaboratively with his fellow 
peers and internally with company 
employees.

Through his success as an intern 
with the company, he was offered a 
co-op position and was recently of-
fered a full-time job with General 
Electric following his graduation in 
May.

Not only does King focus on 
developing his campus involvement 
and career, but he also believes in the 
importance of community service.  
He was the spearhead of a commu-

Senior makes lasting 
impression on campus

nity service initiative that teamed up 
with Harvest International in Flori-
da and assisted in packing food and 
sending it to third world nations.

“’You can’t live a perfect day 
without doing something for some-
one who will never be able to repay 
you’ by John Wooden,” King quoted. 

King has received numerous 
recognitions during his collegiate 
experience.  He was named National 
Pan-Hellenic Council “Man of the 
Year,” he received the A. L. Taylor 
Hall of Fame Award for academic 
achievement and the Leonard F. 
Morse Leadership Award—just to 

name a few.
King has established himself as 

a prominent student leader on cam-
pus and in the community.  When 
asked what the future holds for King 
he said he will be “enjoying life to the 
fullest and not being afraid to go all 
the way and strive for the best.”

JUDY KIM | SIGNAL
Jonathan King has established himself as a prominent student leader on campus.

By ANGEL R. WHITE
Campus Life Editor
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Campus Events

Want to see your event in this space? Contact Angel White 
at signalliving@gmail.com with your event’s name, time, 
date, location and a brief description of the event. All events 
listed in the Campus Events calendar must either take place 
on campus or be produced by a Georgia State-affiliated 
organization.

TUESDAY, MARCH 22

Distinguished Lecture Series
Research on the Challenges of Acquiring Language and Literacy. with 
Dr. Elaine Tarone  A reception will follow the presentation.
General Classroom Building Room 923 (Troy Moore Library) // 
10:00 a.m.

Bent Frequency
“Art imitates Life imitates Art” - featuring Josh Levine’s Transparency, 
John Drumheller’s The View from Dead Horse Point, David Crumb’s 
Awakening, Ben Stonaker’s Back Jump and Hubert Ho’s A Dangerous 
Game of Hide and Seek. 
Florence Kopleff Recital Hall // 7:30 p.m. // Free

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23

Distinguished Speaker Series: David Baldacci
Best-selling author and literacy advocate David Baldacci will present 
“Life between the Pages” as part of Campus Events’ Distinguished 
Speaker Series. The author of more than 15 national and international 
best-selling novels and nine original screenplays, Baldacci will discuss 
his life as an author, the writer’s routine and humorous stories from the 
road. 
Student Center Ballroom // 3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Feed Your Senses
Join your downtown friends for the Lunchtime Learning Performing 
Arts Series held monthly at the Rialto Center for the Arts at Georgia 
State. The program features a different artist or speaker each month 
providing a casual and fun insider’s look at their craft.  
Rialto Center Lobby // 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 24

Atlanta Italian Film Festival
The Italian Studies section in the Department of Modern and Classical 
Languages at Georgia State, in collaboration with the Department of 
Communications–Films Studies Program and the Italian Festival of 
Miami, will conduct a week-long film festival presenting new Italian 
films (not released in the US) in 35mm at the Rialto Center for the Arts. 
A special feature of this year’s festival will be a showing of Fellini’s La 
Dolce Vita in 35mm.
Rialto Center for the Arts // 8:00 p.m. // Continues through March 
27, 2011

Asian Studies Center: Film Screening of Vincent Who? 
and Discussion
Join the Asian Studies Center, the Asian Studies Club and the Gamma 
Chapter of Delta Phi Lambda Sorority, Inc., for a free screening of 
the documentary film Vincent Who? and a discussion afterward with 
director Curtis Chin, Helen Kim Ho (Asian American Legal Advocacy 
Center) and Tricia Sung (Asian Pacific American Historical Society).
Cinéfest // 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. // Free

Atlanta Forum of Anthrolopy
Maurita Poole, from Emory University, will be presenting her research 
as part of the AFA Spring 2011 event. Her talk is entitled “Brown Skin 
is Half of Beauty: The Intersection of Race, Gender, and Beauty in 
Contemporary Cairo.”
General Classroom Building Room 718 // 6:00 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 25
Panther Prowl
Come and join us for a night of action and excitement at our last 
Panther Prowl for the year!
Student Center Ballroom // 7:00 p.m. – 2:00 a.m. 

attention students  

$12900
furnish your apartment for just

per month with a 
9 month or longer lease

This complete one bedroom furniture package includes:

Living Room: Sofa, Chair, Cocktail and End Table Set, Living Room Table Lamp
Dining Room: Dining Table and 4 Matching Chairs
Bedroom: Queen Mattress and Box Spring Set, Queen Bedframe, Queen Headboard, Dresser with Matching Mirror,
Nightstand with Bedroom Table Lamp.

No other offers apply. Furniture is Manager’s Select package. Initial payment will include first month’s rent and applicable fees. While supplies last.

Rental Showrooms & Clearance Centers 
1641 Cobb Parkway 
Marietta, GA 30060 
770.955.4004

CORT.com

Have your apartment fully furnished in just 48 hours! No credit check required! 
Contact Brooke Hudson at 770.955.8457 or Nick Ragaller at 770.955.8442.

make it a two bedroom for just $55 more!

With just one 
phone call, your 
apartment can 
feel just like home.

2173 Piedmont Road 
Atlanta, GA 30324 
404.873.1455

March 1 marked the one-year 
anniversary of the death of Georgia 
State student Roy Kerlegan. Alpha 
Kappa Psi Fraternity, an on-campus 
business fraternity, and Campus 
Pals, has developed a scholarship 
and annual dinner to honor his life 
and legacy. 

According to The August 
Chronicle, Kerlegan died last year 
from injuries sustained in a motorcy-
cle accident in Stockbridge, GA.  He 
was a prominent student leader on 
campus and an active member of the 
professional co-ed business frater-
nity and mentoring program known 
as Campus Pals.

“Roy was a kindred and honest 
spirit. He embodied the true core 
values of the fraternity displaying 
above all, brotherhood,” said current 
president of Alpha Kappa Psi, Lucy 
Edosomwan. “As my friend and line 
brother, he always motivated me to 
do my best and stressed that in my 
personal success, I was my only road 
block.”

Kerlegan was studying Busi-
ness at Georgia State and according 
to Massa Larmie, a fellow fraternity 
brother, Kerlegan, the eldest of two 
children loved Georgia State and 
planned to graduate early before en-
rolling in a Master of Business Ad-

Campus organizations honor the life of lost one

ministration program. 
“Kerlegan could be seen on 

campus sharing a smile, laughing and 
starting conversations with people 
he did not know,” Larmie said. 

 The Roy Kerlegan Scholarship 
was created through Campus Pals as 
a way to commemorate his life and 
legacy.  It is awarded every year the 
most outstanding member and out-
standing mentee.

“We made the scholarship be-
cause he was always about his work.  
He was working full-time and he 
was always about his schoolwork,” 
said Gianni Orisawayi, president of 
Campus Pals. “We created it for the 
people that work as hard as he did.”

Friends of Kerlegan gathered at 
church before meeting for dinner to 
“celebrate his life and keep his mem-

ory alive,” said Diana Wendy Oshifo-
dunrin, a member of the social com-
mittee of Alpha Kappa Psi.

At the dinner, friends of Ker-
legan displayed a cake with their lost 
brother’s nickname, “Boss Man,” and 
shared their personal memories of 
him.

In addition to personal messag-
es, Oshifodunrin said the fraternity 
wanted to send [out] a bigger mes-
sage as well.

“He died by a guy that was on his 
cell while he was driving, so I really 
wanted to stress the importance of 
safe driving,” Oshifodunrin said.  

Both organizations will contin-
ue in their effort to keep the memory 
and legacy of Kerlegan alive across 
the campus and across the commu-
nity.

JASMINE SPEIGHTS
The one-year anniversary of the lost of Georgia State student Roy 
Kerlegan occurred March 1.

By KENDALL HARRIS
Staff Writer
and ANGEL R. WHITE
Campus Life Editor
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Campus Events

CAMPUS EVENTS
www.gsu.edu/studentevents

David Baldacci
Best-Selling Author and Literacy Advocate

Wednesday, March 23, 3 p.m.
Student Center Ballroom
Book Signing To Follow

GSU Night at Six Flags
Friday, April 15, 6 p.m.-midnight
Buy tickets early for discounts!*

{entry/entry & meal}
 $20/$30 - March 7-31
 $28/$38 - April 1-14
 $35/$45 - at the gate

*No season passes allowed.
Free return ticket for June 5, 12 or 19.

On sale at www.rialtocenter.org,
Student Center Information Desk

and the University Bookstore.
Family & friends welcome. 
Children two & under free. 
Free parking at Six Flags.

Styles Spacing Lists

Leadership Development

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
www2.gsu.edu/leadership

What Not to Say: The Art of Constructive Feedback
Thursday, March 31, 1 p.m.

Student Center, Lucerne Suite
Leaders think before speaking — providing feedback 

is no exception. Learn how to deliver feedback 
in an effective, constructive manner.

Leadership Takeout Conference
Friday, April 1, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Student Center
Register online at http://gsu.orgsync.com 

Are you prepared to take the leadership role 
in your organization? Do you know how to manage 

a budget or plan a successful event? If you are a leader 
in a campus organization, you wonʼt want to miss this 

mini-conference, which will prepare you for campus leadership.

Panther Leadership Academy
Wednesday-Friday, May 4-6

Apply online at http://gsu.orgsync.com through March 31.
This three-day, off-campus student leadership retreat combines 
a variety of leadership training opportunities from team-building 

exercises and small-group activities to a keynote speaker and 
various leadership skill workshops. Students will spend time in 

small groups as well as network with all other participants.
 

http://www.gsu.edu/cinefest xcinefest movie times

Georgia State University uLearnGeorgia State University uLearn FacebookFacebook TwitterTwitter

Cinefest Film Theatre

All shows free for Georgia State students, faculty & staff with ID. 
Guests $3 before 5 p.m. and $5 at 5 p.m. and after.

The Illusionist/L’illusionniste, 
March 21-27
Monday-Friday: 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 
 5 p.m., 7 p.m., 9 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 5 p.m., 7 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENT — TRON: Legacy
ONE NIGHT ONLY! March 29
Tuesday Only:  5 p.m, 9 p.m.
7:30-9 p.m. — Free popcorn and glowsticks, 
electronic music, prizes and more.
Come dressed in your best futuristic style!

Styles Spacing Lists

Spotlight 

SPOTLIGHT PROGRAMS BOARD
www.gsu.edu/spotlight

Panther Prowl: Justice League vs. 
The Legion of Doom “Blue Edition”

Friday, March 25, 8 p.m.-2 a.m.
Student Center Ballroom

Now is the time to be YOUR own super hero or villain. 
Come dressed as your favorite comic book character 
and have the opportunity to fly, test your strength, 
make your own cape or create your own graffiti art. 

Enter into the “Jeopardy”-style game show and test your 
comic book knowledge to win prizes! End the night 

showing off your super dancing skills with a 
video DJ party. Just follow the Batman searchlight…

Spotlight Programs Board is calling you!

Murder Mystery: Law & Murder
Wednesday, March 30, 7 p.m.

Student Center Ballroom
Join us for a three-course meal as we try to solve the 

mystery behind the murder. It promises to be bloody fun! 
Tickets are $5 for students and $7 for guests.

Spring Fashion Show
Saturday, April 2, 7 p.m.

Sports Arena
Come experience “REVoulT” as Spotlight and Infinite 

Appeal present a 2011 fashion show. It will be an evening 
of fashion, drama and history as we travel to each continent 

and witness multiple cultural fashion revolutions. 
This is a show you do not want to miss!

For more information, call Spotlight at 404/413-1610.

COURTYARD 
SERIES

Courtyard Stage
Student Center

First Floor

Trey Griffin
Classical Piano

Thursday, March 24 
& Thursday, April 7
12:30-1:30 p.m.

http://www.gsu.edu/studentevents xLudacris

Georgia State University uLearnGeorgia State University uLearn FacebookFacebook TwitterTwitter

Spring Concert

Styles Spacing Lists

http://www.gsu.edu/studentcenter

Supported by Student Activity Fees

WHATʼS
HAPPENING
ON CAMPUS!

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
Royal Flame Awards 

Nominations Are Open!
Apply at http://gsu.orgsync.com and 
plan to attend on Monday, April 18!

Application Deadlines
Friday, March 25 for ACE Award

Friday, April 1 for all other categories
Contact erose@gsu.edu for details.
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