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Georgia State students are pre-
paring for drastic cuts to the HOPE 
Scholarship after Gov. Nathan Deal 
signed House Bill 326 into law on 
March 15. 

At the Student Government As-
sociation Spring Town Hall meeting 
held on March 22, students had an 
opportunity to clear misconceptions, 
voice their concerns and ask Chair 
of the Board of Regents Willis Potts 
about HOPE changes.

“My advice to students is to 
meet with their financial advisors 
and educate themselves,” Potts said.

Louis Scott, Director of the Fi-
nancial Aid Office, also suggests that 
students unclear on the personal im-
plications of HOPE changes should 
meet with a financial aid counselor. 

“Students can speak with a fi-
nancial aid counselor regarding any 
concerns they have about the new 
HOPE changes. In addition, they 
should budget the use of any other 
financial aid they receive wisely in 
order to help defray educational ex-
penses not covered by the HOPE 
Scholarship,” Scott said. 

Next year, only 90 percent of tu-
ition will be covered and rates are ex-
pected to rise. The Board of Regents 
has not yet announced tuition and fee 
amounts for next year. 

In addition to the regular HOPE 

Students prepare for new HOPE changes
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James Dutton (far right) sits with other members of the council for a 
spring town hall meeting.

By MISHALL REHMAN
Associate News Editor 

Recently, the Georgia State 
area has been the site of many 
crimes, including two robbery at-
tempts back to back in one week.

On March 12, there was a rob-
bery by intimidation involving a 
Georgia State student and a non-
Georgia State individual. While 
walking down Edgewood Avenue, 
they were approached from behind 
by a man who said he had a gun. 
The two gave him an expired Visa 
card and an old game ticket. No in-
juries were reported, according to 
University Police. 

Another robbery attempt was 
made on March 13 at the Aderhold 
Learning Center. A Georgia State 
student was approached from be-
hind by three unknown suspects 
who made him lay on the ground 
and took his cell phone. There were 
no injuries, according to University 
Police. 

There were also two back to 
back weekend robberies on Feb. 26 
and March 7. Both of these crimes 
were armed robberies. 

So far this year, there have 
been six robbery attempts, causing 
many students around campus to 
feel unsafe. With this in mind, the 
police department is doing what 
they can to prevent these robberies.  

“I think the crime rate on cam-
pus is really high,” said transfer stu-
dent Grace Asante. “I transferred 
from a private college in Missouri 
where there were no crimes at all 
and here at Georgia State, it’s totally 
different. I feel that there could be 
more call boxes and police officers 

around campus to help ease the 
crime rate.”

Statistics say that from 2007 to 
2009, the number of thefts on cam-
pus increased from 329 to 409. The 
criminal trespass rate went up also 
from 59 in 2007 to 68 in 2009.  

The fact that Georgia State is 
downtown and mostly open to the 
public could be a factor. There are 
safety precautions students can 
take to feel safer on campus, though. 
Emergency call boxes are posted 
in parking lots, parking decks and 
plaza areas. Police escorts are avail-
able from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. on 
Monday through Friday during the 
semester. 

At Incept, students are given 
the campus police phone number 
to program in their phones and a 
whistle they can blow if they are in 
need of help. Lastly, there are safety 
tips on the University Police web-
site.

A continued debate in state 
legislatures focuses on the idea 
of possibly allowing weapons on 
campus. Georgia legislators have 
introduced a concealed weapons 
bill, Senate Bill 102, this session. It 
passed the Senate 41-11 on March 
17 and is now going through the 
House. However, many students do 
not feel comfortable with weapons 
on campus in Georgia.

“I would not feel safe know-
ing that students have actual guns 
on campus,” said sophomore Jame-
sha Foote. “It would be really risky. 
Pepper spray or a Taser would be a 
better choice than a gun.”

Facebook groups expressing 

Two armed robberies on 
campus in one week
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A Georgia State officer exits his car near an emergency call box.

By TIFFANIE SMITH
Staff Writer

SEE ROBBERIES, PAGE 6

Scholarship, there is now a Zell Mill-
er Scholarship. This scholarship re-
quires current students to have a 3.3 
college grade point average. Students 
also must have graduated high school 
with a 3.7 GPA and an SAT score of 

1200 or an ACT score of 26. The Zell 
Miller Scholarship will pay 100 per-
cent of tuition but does not cover the 
cost of books or fees. 

New HOPE includes a need-
based loan. Eligible students can 

47
Percent of Georgia State students
who are eligible for the Pell Grant

$1,600
The amount HOPE recipients will now

have to come up with (If tuition is raised for
next year, this dollar amount will increase)

$4,000
The average amount Georgia State students fall
short by each academic year after financial aid

1,000
The number of Georgia State students who fall short

by $15,000 each academic year after financial aid 

receive a one percent loan from the 
state. It can be forgiven if students 
become science, technology, engi-
neering or math teachers in public 
schools upon graduation. For each 
year as a teacher, one year of the loan 
is forgiven. To get this loan, students 
need a 2.5 high school GPA and must 
maintain a 2.0 GPA in college.

To cover costs that HOPE will 
no longer cover, students can apply 
for the federal Pell Grant and other 
scholarships offered at Georgia State. 

“Students can also use Federal 
Work-Study, Loans and other schol-
arships that are available through 
Georgia State University to help 
defray educational expenses,” Scott 
said.

Students still have a chance to 
voice their concerns about HOPE 
changes. On March 31, the Georgia 
Students for Public Higher Educa-
tion will host a demonstration to 
protest the HOPE and budget cuts 
planned for next year. 

“We are protesting the larger at-
tack on public education,” said Hira 

SEE HOPE, PAGE 6
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According to the 2010 Census, 
Atlanta is ranked as one of the top 50 
cities in the United States and is the 
most populous area in Georgia.  An 
increase in the population over the 
last decade presents great validity to 
these statistical figures. 

The results, released on March 
17, show that though Atlanta’s official 
population is 420,003, surrounding 
counties have also witnessed a sig-
nificant growth in their population. 
What this means is that Gwinnett 
County as well as Henry, Carroll 
and Cobb have all experienced an 
increase between 36.9 to 78.4 per-
cent of their population. Among the 
five largest cities in Georgia, Ath-
ens showed a 15 percent growth 
compared to cities such as Augusta, 
Atlanta, Columbus and Savannah, 
which collectively added a 65.1 per-
cent population increase.

Atlanta has no real natural 
boundaries, so the city encompasses 
8,480 square miles. Across the region 
are 28 counties and 140 municipali-
ties. The City of Atlanta, in the center 
of the metropolitan area, encompass-
es 131 square miles.

The Atlanta metropolitan area’s 
racial diversity is greater than the na-
tion’s as a whole. 

The most important factor to 
consider when looking at statistics 

is the metro population, not the city 
population. This is relevant because 
there are people who don’t live in the 
city, but commute and support the 
city in various ways.

There are a combination of 
things that attract people to Atlanta 
and other cities outside of the Fulton 
and DeKalb County core.  For many, 
the multicultural atmosphere and 
engaging personalities of Georgia 
natives has attracted their attention. 
Atlanta for many years has been clas-
sified as a melting pot, similar to Los 
Angeles, Houston and New York. At-
lanta may surpass Houston in popu-
lation growth within the next decade.

Metro Atlanta’s growth in popu-
lation is echoed in the ever-increas-
ing enrollment at Georgia State . With 
the inception of the Georgia State 
football team, new freshman dorms, 
Greek housing and various academic 
programs are the main reasons peo-
ple are interested in the university. In 
fall 2010, Georgia State had a record 
enrollment of approximately 33,000 
students. This is beneficial to the At-
lanta area as a whole.

Kadiatou Kalle, a Georgia State 
senior, commutes daily for school and 
work.  Though originally from West 
Africa, she lives in Gwinnett County 
and has for the last eight years.  She 
helped to contribute to Gwinnett’s 
modest population growth of 36.9 
percent, but has also helped to sup-
port the metro Atlanta area’s econo-

Census shows significant growth in Metro Atlanta area

my by attending Georgia State. 
Kalle and her family relocated 

to Georgia eight years ago after her 
father, a successful businessman, de-
cided to move his family to a prosper-
ous metropolitan city.  They wanted 
to move somewhere diverse with a 
great education system. They chose 
Grayson, Ga., about thirty minutes 
outside of metro Atlanta. 

 “My options were University of 
Georgia, Kennesaw State University 
and Georgia State University and I 
chose Georgia State because of its 
multiculturalism, diversity and vibe 
of the city. Everything I heard about 
Georgia State was parallel to my aca-
demic goals.” Kalle said.

Kalle has plans to stay in Geor-
gia for two or three more years after 

graduation to pursue her goals of 
working in the hospitality industry 
as well as becoming a public relations 
consultant.

According to the Atlanta Cham-
ber of Commerce, Metro Atlanta 
within the last six years has added 
more than 458,568 people annually. 

EXPLORE GEORGIA
According to the 2010 Census, the metro area has grown.

By CYNTHIA CHRISTMAN
Staff Writer

Georgia State’s Model African 
Union Delegation was presented 
with the Outstanding Delegation 
award at the Ninth Annual National 
Model African Union Conference in 
Washington, D.C. The award is the 
highest given at the conference and it 
is Georgia State’s first.

The Outstanding Delegation 
award recognizes a delegation’s 
ability to represent their assigned 
country. Factors in this award in-
clude the delegation’s articulation 
for or against a policy objective as 
well as their capacity to skillfully use 
Robert’s Rules of Order, the rules of 
procedure that delegations must fol-
low during the debate. The award is 
decided upon in joint recognition of 
other delegations, committee offi-
cers and faculty who preside over the 
conference.

There were more than 40 col-
leges and universities from America, 
Canada and Europe in attendance at 
the conference, representing 50 Af-
rican nations. Seven of those schools 
were from Georgia. 

Georgia State’s Model AU, com-
prised of 11 student delegates and 

one faculty advisor, represented the 
nation of Togo. 

“I have been extremely im-
pressed in the student’s leadership,” 
said Dr. David Smith, assistant direc-
tor of OAASS&P (Office of African-
American Student Services & Pro-
grams), who is also the Model AU 
faculty advisor. 

The Model African Union hosts 
regional and national conferences 
that simulate the proceedings of the 
real African Union, where delegates 
discuss pivotal economic, social and 
security issues related to Africa. This 
simulation allows students who are 
a part of Model AUs the chance to 
study the structure and function of 
the African Union, which is head-
quartered in Ethiopia. 

Each participating school repre-
sents one or more African countries 
and each member works in a com-
mittee that deals with particular is-
sues. In the committees, the students 
create resolutions related to the is-
sues and those resolutions that pass 
on the national level are sent to the 
real African Union for review. 

“So they receive those and hope-
fully have an influence on some of 
their decisions,” Smith said.

Georgia State’s Model AU was 

founded by Dr. Doris Derby, current 
Director of African-American Ser-
vices, in 1996, which is also the year 
that Model AU itself began. 

Political Science major Chris-
topher Harden-McKinney, who 
currently serves as President of the 
Georgia State delegation, was ini-
tially interested in joining the Model 
AU to work on his “analytical skills 
and critical thinking about policy” as 
it relates to African issues, unaware 
that he would ultimately help lead 
the student organization to a national 
victory, especially since it is the del-
egation’s first time attending the na-
tional conference in six years.

The delegation is focused on 
preparing to compete in next year’s 
conference and interested in imple-
menting some new ideas. 

“The E-board and I have moved 
simultaneously towards preparing 
for competition while moving for-
ward in a new direction this year. 
That new direction led to more on 
and off campus engaging activities, 
developing a plan for lasting influ-
ence and setting a foundation upon 
which a concrete presence can be 
established for the Model African 
Union, on and off campus as well,” 
Harden-McKinney said.

Georgia State’s Model African Union wins Outstanding Delegation award
By CANDICE CAMERON
Staff Writer

AKEEM MASON | SIGNAL
In a leadership transition meeting, President Christopher Harden 
McKinney discusses the future of the organization with his colleagues.
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Campus Crime information provided by the Georgia State 
University Police Department. Additional information can be 
found at listserv.gsu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A0=SAFETY-HEALTH.

CAMPUS CRIME
MARCH 18, 2011

WOODRUFF PARK: Officers arrested a Non-Georgia State 
individual for Disorderly Conduct. At 2:52 p.m., officers 
observed the individual selling miniature bottles of liquor. He 
was arrested, processed and transported to Fulton County Jail.

CENTRAL PARKING: A report was filed for a Verbal Dispute. 
The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 12:38 
p.m., she and another Georgia State student had a verbal 
argument. The case is being handled by Investigations. 

MARCH 19, 2011

CLASSROOM SOUTH: Officers issued a Non-Georgia State 
individual a Criminal Trespass Warning. At 6:30 p.m., officers 
observed the individual in the building and confirmed he had 
no reason to be there. He was issued a C.T.W. and was escorted 
off campus without incident.

MARCH 21, 2011

STUDENT CENTER LOADING DOCK: A report was filed for 
Theft. The complainant, a Non-Georgia State individual, stated 
that at 8:40 a.m., he placed his Product Scanner (worth $1800) 
on the back of his truck’s lift gate. He made a delivery inside 
the Student Center and when he returned at 10:21 a.m., he 
noticed it missing. The area was checked with negative results.  
 
PANTHERSVILLE COMPLEX: A report was filed for Entering 
Auto and Attempted Entering Auto. The complainants, a 
Georgia State staff member and two students, stated that at 
11:00 a.m., they heard a car alarm sounding from the parking 
lot. The individuals went to check and noticed a vehicle leaving 
the area at a high rate of speed. Upon checking their vehicles, 
it was discovered that two of the vehicles were broken into and 
contents were taken from them. The suspect was not able to 
gain entry to the third vehicle. While the officer was on scene, 
the items belonging to one of the complainants were found 
at a nearby elementary school. The officer accompanied the 
complainant to recover her stolen items. This case is being 
handled by Investigations.

MARCH 22, 2011

PEACHTREE STREET: A report was filed for Agency Assist. At 
1:22 a.m., officers responded to a call from a witness of what 
appeared to be a robbery. They were given a description of 
three individuals and made contact with the subjects. The 
victim, a non-Georgia State individual, was able to identify the 
suspect who accosted him and took his cell phone. The cell 
phone was not found on any of the suspects and the victim did 
not want to press charges. Atlanta Police Department was on 
the scene and the suspects were taken into custody by Atlanta 
Police.

ARTS AND HUMANITIES: A report was filed for Graffiti. The 
complainant, a Georgia State staff member, stated that at 4:45 
p.m., he noticed graffiti in the handicap stall of the fifth floor 
men’s restroom. The case is being handled by Investigations. 

MARCH 23, 2011

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION: A report was filed for Disorderly 
and Criminal Trespass Warning. The complainant, a Georgia 
State faculty member, stated that a student was causing a 
disturbance in his classroom. The student was escorted from 
the class by officers. It was later reported that the student had 
made threatening remarks to another student. The student was 
issued a CTW from campus.

MOORE STREET:  A report was filed for Motor Vehicle Theft. 
The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 8:00 
p.m. he parked his Toyota Tacoma and went to practice. When 
he returned at 9:30 p.m., he found his vehicle stolen. The case 
is being handled by Investigations.

The debate over Sunday alcohol 
sales has heated up in Georgia again. 
On March 16, the Senate passed SB 
10 by a 32-22 margin, surprising to 
some because many considered it a 
dead bill. Soon after Senate passage, 
the bill was sent to a House panel 
that gave the green light. The bill is 
expected to pass the full House with 
no problems. 

The Georgia Legislature is not 
voting on if they feel that the sale of 
alcohol on Sundays should be legal. 
They are instead voting on local gov-
ernments bringing the issue to the 
ballots for local votes. 

Many states have bans on the 
type of alcohol that can be sold on 
Sundays. For instance, some states 
will allow the sale of beer and wine 
but not liquor. Georgia is one of only 
three states in the country (Indiana 
and Connecticut are the other two) 
that does not allow Sunday alcohol 
sales of any kind except for in bars 
and restaurants. Even 70 years after 
the end of Prohibition, alcohol laws 
remain a hot-button issue.

Blue laws, or restrictions of cer-
tain activities on Sundays due to re-
ligious reasons, have served as road-
blocks to this issue. In an interesting 
twist, Jerry Luquire, President of the 
Georgia Christian Coalition, who has 
been very vocal about the matter, has 
stated that his organization “opposed 

this bill not on religious grounds, but 
as a matter of health and safety.” He 
added “…increase drinking and you 
increase the damage it causes. It is 
not a local issue as drunk drivers 
cross county lines.”

“I think it is well overdue. I 
don’t see what the problem is. We are 
allowed to drink Monday through 
Saturday… Is one more day going to 
make a difference? There are worst 
things this country needs to worry 
about than selling liquor on Sundays 
if you ask me,” said Mikyle Walker, a 
business management student. 

“I feel like it shouldn’t be a prob-
lem for alcohol to be sold on Sundays 
because they say this is a free country 
and we have rights; so to tell some-
one they can’t buy something on a 
certain day, is that not kind of taking 
away from the whole “rights” thing? 
I think so. People are adults and have 
the right to make their own choices. 
But I will say if they don’t want to al-
low liquor to be sold on Sundays, at 
least let wine be sold, if not hard li-
quor,” said Kristal Haggins, a sopho-
more biology major.

In a press release, former 
Gov. Sonny Perdue, who always 
vowed to veto any Sunday sales 
proposals,expressed concern over 
legalizing the sale of alcohol on Sun-
days and cited a New Mexico study. 
The study, conducted by the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation, found 
that from 1990 to 2000, New Mexi-
co saw a 29 percent increase in auto 

crashes and a 42 percent increase in 
fatalities since a Sunday alcohol sale 
ban was lifted there. The counties 
that were against Sunday sales had 
the lowest amount of alcohol-related 
crash incidents. 

Current Gov. Nathan Deal has 
stated that he would not oppose lo-
cal governments voting on whether 
to approve Sunday sales.

According to the Distilled Spir-
its Council of the United States, a 
group that advocates on behalf of 
several American distillers, $20 bil-
lion of state and local revenues came 
from the alcoholic beverage industry 
in 2007. Because Georgia does not al-
low Sunday alcohol sales, they saw a 
fraction of that revenue. 

Kenneth Heaghney, the fiscal 
economist for the state of Georgia, 
seems to think otherwise. He doesn’t 
believe that selling alcohol on Sun-
days will impact Georgia’s economy 
as much as people think. According 
to him, because bars and restaurants 
are allowed to sell alcohol on Sun-
days already, the fact that grocery 
stores and liquor stores may be per-
mitted to do the same will not make a 
huge economic impact. In fiscal 2010, 
only about one percent of the Gener-
al Fund revenues came from alcohol 
sales, he said.

If the bill passes, the question of 
allowing Sunday sales may be on the 
ballot this November.

NATALIE LAVELLE | SIGNAL
If the proposed Sunday sales bill for alcohol passes, voters may see it on the ballot this November.

Sunday alcohol sales could 
come sooner rather than later
By NATALIE LAVELLE
Staff Writer
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Scan code to
view the list of

recruiters!

Wednesday,  April 6
Noon - 3 p.m.
Dahlberg Hall

(formerly Alumni Hall)

Meet top area employers who are currently hiring!

Internship & Summer Job Fair 2011

Dress in professional attire and bring plenty of résumés! 

Open to all GSU students and alumni.

For more information
please contact us at

404/413-1820 or visit
www.gsu.edu/career

Scan code to watch the
career fair tips video!

Student organizations that 
applied for Mid-Year Fee Alloca-
tions will be delayed in getting their 
awarded money due to an adminis-
trational issue.

The Dean of Students Office 
is requiring that the student orga-
nizations specify what they will be 
spending allocated money on for au-
dit purposes. For example, the money 
cannot be used to rent locations off 
campus for activities.

Last Thursday, business man-
ager for the Office of the Dean of 
Students, Shantavia Reid, met with 
members of the Student Government 
Association to work out the adminis-
trational problems. 

“We need to get this resolved as 
soon as possible,” said Reid. 

“I need you guys to work with 
me because there is stuff we need to 
work out. We can’t give the money 
until these groups know the rules,” 
she said to the present SGA represen-
tatives. 

The Student Activity Fee Com-
mittee charged the SGA with the 
job of disseminating approximately 
$125,000 in student activities fees to 
Georgia State student organizations 
last month. 

The Executive Board of the SGA 
made up of all of the vice presidents, 

the Executive Vice President Elise 
Laplante, and President James Dut-
ton made the decisions of who the 
money was allocated to and how 
much each organization received.

“What their ideas were for their 
budgets played little to no part in 
our allocations,” said SGA President 
James Dutton.

The SGA Executive also over 
allocated money to 13 student orga-
nizations that applied. According to 
Dutton, the board did so because the 
organizations ask “for so little mon-
ey” and there was more to give back 
to the students. 

Dutton said that money was not 
allotted to the organizations based on 
what the money would be used for 
like specific events or travel. It was 
simply allotted to the organizations 
themselves that submitted requests 
for the additional funding.

“We didn’t allot anything for 
certain things,” said Dutton.

Because the money is public, 
government funds it must adhere to 
certain university, state, and IRS re-
quirements. Thus, it can only be used 
for specified things. 

“All the money we awarded 
them has to be used before July,” said 
Reid.

Another stipulation of the 
money is that it must be spent in the 
current fiscal year. Money cannot 
be spent for travel or an event that 

Mid-year fee allocations hit snag before being awarded

would occur after June 30. 
The money also cannot be used 

for personal reasons or charitable 
reasons.

“We can’t make any donations,” 
said Reid. 

Laplante and Vice President of 
Budget and Finance, Nicholas Alex-
ander, will be working with Reid this 
week to resolve the problem and get 
student organizations their allotted 
money. 

Part of the confusion is a result 
of the Office of the Dean of Students 
to provide a comprehensive list of 

items that the money cannot be used 
for by the student organizations.

The money will not be released 
until the student organization speci-
fies its intentions for the funding. 

Earlier this month, Dutton said 
that since the funds originally came 
from the student fees, SGA wants to 
make sure that the money is going to 
programs and not just to a party.

All students pay a mandatory 
activity fee every semester to cover 
various campus expenses such as 
the Student Center facility, the Rec-
reation Center, technology and li-

brary fees. After fees and expenses 
are covered, the remaining money 
is released to student organizations 
through the Mid-Year Fee Allocation 
process.

Funds for the Mid-Year Fee Allo-
cation come from the student activity 
fees surplus left over frm the prior se-
mester. Since Georgia State increased 
its enrollment last fall to more than 
30,000 students, there was an excess 
of available money from last semes-
ter. 

By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor

SHAKYA CHEEKS | SIGNAL
Several organizations lost out on a chance at funding due to SGA’s wishes for funds to go towards programs.
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Two Years That Will Change Your Life

start here.
  gain ground.
Summer is here.
You’re back in town. Now what?

Georgia Perimeter College, with multiple 
campus sites or via GPC online, is the perfect 
place to log some extra class time and knock 
out that Chem course that’s been haunting you, 
or just get ahead to close the gap between you 
and graduation. GPC courses approved by your 
institution are transferrable so don’t sweat that 
detail. Rememher to apply as soon as possible to 
make sure you have a seat this summer.

Learn more at
start.gpc.edu today.

•

Scan the bar code with your smartphone to link to our website.

gwinnettparks.com

Work at the best  
aquatic centers  
in the nation! 

 
Make New Friends   Fun Work Environment 

Winter and Summer Employment 
Flexible Hours  Competitive Pay 

Lifeguard Competitions  Save Lives 
 

Call 770.237.5652  
for more information or e-mail 
lifeguard@gwinnettcounty.com

  play  live  learn

 
Training 
Courses  
Available

 
All year-round 
aquatic centers  

offer training courses 
throughout the 

spring.
 

Register  
for training  

courses online at  
gwinnettparks.com

lifeguardlifeguardgwinnettcounty parks & recreationgwinnettcounty parks & recreation

Cousins Properties Inc., along 
with other well-known firms, is 
currently in the process of developing 
a mini-city and transit hub in the 
Gulch, located in downtown Atlanta.

The Gulch is an area that 
surrounds the CNN Center and 
Philips Arena downtown. It is used 
primarily for tailgates and parking 
for events like college football games.

Construction in the Gulch 
has not begun, but the biggest 
agreement in the Department of 
Transportation’s joint venture with 
a private company has recently been 
made. Several competing companies 
were vying for the area, including 
teams represented by Jacoby 
Development and the John Buck Co. 
and The Dawson Co., H.J. Russell Co. 
and Hines. On March 14, the Georgia 
Department of Transportation 
announced that Cousins was 
approved for construction.

The factor that kept these other 
companies from procuring the Gulch 
was their presentation. Cousins CEO 
and President Larry Gellerstedt told 
the truth about the company’s plans 
for the property: a solid plan hasn’t 
been developed yet.

“How can you get specific about 
what that vision is that you’re creating 
without listening to stakeholders 

first?” he said, according to the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution. “We 
responded by giving a written vision 
statement and we spent a lot of time 
on it. They didn’t ask that you give a 
picture of an iconic tower or anything 
like that.  We’ve seen… when you do 
that at the start, it can have a negative 
impact.”

The other main competitors 
pitched ideas including images of 
tall towers, grassy plazas and iconic 
buildings.

The Public Private Partnerships 
(P3) Program from the Department 
of Transportation is helping with 
this project. The P3 program joins 
with private companies like Cousins 
Inc. to secure funding. This program 
was introduced by the Department of 
Transportation earlier this year.

The new hub should incorporate 
transit systems that already exist 
in downtown Atlanta, including 
Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit 
Authority (MARTA), Georgia 
Regional Transit Authority (GRTA), 
the Atlanta Regional Commission 
(ARC) and the Atlanta Downtown 
Improvement District. The hub 
will be known as a Multi-Modal 
Passenger Terminal. 

“The Gulch project is moving 
forward,” said Gov. Nathan Deal, 
according to the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution. “I believe it will be an 
important part of our transportation 

system and put Georgians back to 
work.”

The actual construction may 
take years, so these changes will not 
affect any upcoming Panther football 
games. 

The Gulch project is the largest 
to date in the P3 program. It is also 
one of the largest transit-oriented 
developments nationwide.

The project is still subject to 
collapse if negotiations fall through 
with Cousins Inc.. This would result 
in DOT renegotiating with the next 
most qualified team, according to 
Vicki Gavalas, a DOT spokesperson.

DOT is allowing people to 
comment about the project on its 
website. They will also host a public 
meeting on March 30 for feedback 
on the ideas presented by bid teams 
in addition to general comments and 
concerns, according to Gavalas.

Plans for the ‘Gulch’ could change future campus events
By THADDEUS MORGAN
Staff Writer

DON OLTMANN / RAILPICTURES.NET
The railroad area known as the 
“Gulch” around the Georgia 
Dome will be getting a facelift. 
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an anti-guns on campus sentiment 
have also formed. One is “Georgia 
Tech against guns on campus.” The 
group cites three problems that 
could get worse if guns were allowed 
on campus: more school shootings, 
crime and recklessness.

There is also a new Campus 

Sexual Violence Elimination Act in 
the U.S. Congress that would help 
campus law enforcement better pre-
vent sexual assault, although it has 
languished in the House Committee 
on Education and Labor since No-
vember. 

For this article, University Police 
failed to comment after multiple at-
tempts to make contact.

>> ROBBERIES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The House of Representatives 
passed a measure on March 17 that 
would cut federal funding for Na-
tional Public Radio.

The Republican-controlled 
House voted 228-192 to stop the 
federal grants that make up a small 
part of NPR’s revenue. Dues re-
ceived from member stations across 
the country make up the majority of 
NPR’s revenue stream. Member sta-
tions use federal funds to purchase 
programming, which would also be 
cut under the new bill.

The vote closely followed party 
lines, with nearly all Republicans 
supporting and Democrats opposing 
the measure. 

“I’m a strong believer in the free 
market,” said the bill’s sponsor, Rep. 
Doug Lamborn (R-Colo.) “I’d like to 
see NPR rework its business model 
and begin to compete for all of its in-
come.” This is the second time in as 
many years that Rep. Lamborn has 
tried to strip NPR’s funding.

The bill will likely fail to pass 
in the Senate, but it does seem to 
represent Republicans’ priorities. 

The House also passed a temporary 
spending bill that cut $50 million 
from the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting.

Many consider the measure to 
be politically motivated, as NPR has 
a history of support from Democratic 
lawmakers.  The move comes in the 
aftermath of a video showing NPR 
fundraising vice president Ron Schil-
ler expressing negative sentiments 
toward the right-wing and the Tea 
Party movement, calling Tea Partiers 
“seriously racist” and suggesting that 
NPR would be better off without fed-
eral funding.

The video, made by conserva-
tive political activist James O’Keefe, 
who also made the tapes behind the 
ACORN and Planned Parenthood 
controversies, has been criticized for 
being selectively edited. The unedit-
ed footage of the tape shows that Mr. 
Schiller actually considers himself a 
Republican and was just repeating 
comments about the notion that NPR 
should not receive federal funds.

Regardless, it has led to the res-
ignations of Schiller and NPR CEO 
Vivian Schiller (no relation). In a 
statement, interim CEO Joyce Slo-
cum lamented the proposed cuts, 

especially “at a time when other 
news organizations are cutting back 
and the voices of pundits are drown-
ing out fact-based reporting and 
thoughtful analysis.”

Though the cuts to NPR are 
unlikely to truly happen, what does 
seem legitimately in danger is the 
Public Telecommunications Facili-
ties Program, which the Obama ad-
ministration had already been plan-
ning to drop next year.

The $20 million program pro-
vides emergency funds to PBS sta-
tions to get back on the air in the 
wake of disasters like Hurricane 
Katrina and 9/11. The PTFP has also 
been instrumental in helping low-in-
come, rural areas and Native Ameri-
can reservations construct facilities 
that bring educational and cultural 
programs to residents.

The cuts drew strong reactions 
from politicians and broadcasters 
alike. Ginny Z. Berson, Vice Presi-
dent and Director of Federation Ser-
vices for the National Federation of 
Community Broadcasters, doesn’t 
think Washington understands how 
dire the cuts will be.

“It’s terrible, in a word,” Berson 
said. “Some 30 stations on Indian 

Project Nur, a multi-faith stu-
dent organization focusing on hu-
man rights and social justice, hosted 
an event titled “Honor Crimes with 
Dr. Ghashmary” on March 21. Dr. 
Ahmad Ghashmary, a speaker from 
Kent State University and women’s 
rights activist, addressed the taboo 
issue of honor killings.

In Jordan, when women dis-
honor the family name by having 
extramarital relationships, befriend-
ing men or committing immoral be-
havior, the solution to reclaim honor 
is to commit inter-familial murder, 
known as honor killing. In most cas-
es, women are the victims and men 
are responsible for the killing.

The idea of family overrules in-
dividuality, Ghashmary said. “When 
you’re part of a family, everything 
you do is a representation of the fam-
ily.” 

Jordan’s society is based on a 
patriarchal family structure. Men 

have the final say and if they see that 
a woman has dishonored the family, 
it is usually dealt with through vio-
lence.

There always seems to be a 
misunderstanding, Ghashmary said. 
Jealousy and pride can be the roots 
of the misunderstanding and women 
tend to carry the burden.

Article 341 of Jordanian law 
considers murder a justifiable act of 
defense when the murder is done 
“in defense of his life or his honor.” 
A murderer responsible for an honor 
killing receives a lenient sentence 
of three to six months, according to 
Ghashmary.

In the ‘90s, there were protests 
against Article 341 and in 1999, there 
was a proposal to change it, but it 
was rejected by a majority in Jorda-
nian parliament. The proposal was 
rejected again in 2002.

“Although [honor killing] for me 
now is a big issue, it’s not something 
that happens on a daily basis [in Jor-
dan]. [The issue] is still important be-
cause it’s endangering life of human 

beings,” Ghashmary said.
To escape honor killing, some 

women have sought refuge from the 
police. Women are placed in jail until 
the family signs a document promis-
ing no harm to them. According to 
Ghasmary, one woman stayed in jail 
for fourteen years.

“There must be a better solution 
than keeping woman in jail,” he said.

Ghashmary started an organi-
zation in 2006 called “Laha,” which 
means “for her” in Arabic, to pro-
mote grassroots campaigns against 
honor killing.

In Laha’s first year, seven honor 
killings were reported and in its third 
year, the number of cases rose to 13.

Volunteers were sent to the 
communities where the killings took 
place to try to raise awareness about 
the issue. This year, there are 300 
volunteers located in 25 Jordanian 
villages.

Cases of honor killing have de-
clined. Last year, four cases were 
reported and this year there are no 
reported cases so far, according to 

STEPHANY SHERIFF
Dr. Ahmad Ghashmary says that honor killing is endangering life of 
human beings.

Ahmad Ghasmary brings awareness about honor killings
By EMILY YANG
Staff Writer

Mahmood, member of the GSPHE. 
Ideally, GSPHE wants a com-

plete revocation of the bill. The or-
ganization wants HOPE as a need-
basis scholarship with a $140,000 
income cap to ensure that students 
from working-class families can re-
ceive the scholarship.  

“There is statistical proof that 
working-class students and stu-
dents of color are most impacted by 
HOPE changes,” Mahmood said. 

The organization is also pro-

testing budget cuts in several de-
partments, like Religious Studies, 
that will begin next year. 

The rally is a combined effort 
of the different GSPHE chapters 
from across the state.

GSPHE is calling on greater 
participation from students, faculty 
and staff. 

“This is a fight for everybody. It 
affects all of us. By not taking a stand 
you are taking a stand,” Mahmood 
said. 

GSPHE has hosted various 
events to protest the HOPE chang-
es. The organization has visited high 

schools across Atlanta, held forums 
and sit-ins on campus and made 
several class presentations to raise 
awareness and educate students. 
GSPHE also organized the March 
2 rally at the Capitol to protest the 
HOPE changes. 

The organization plans on con-
tinuing library sit-ins and weekly 
meetings to fight the cuts. 

For more information on 
HOPE changes, students can visit 
www.gacollege411.org. The Finan-
cial Aid office will post further in-
formation on their website once 
changes are finalized.

>> HOPE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

NPR among many programs facing possible cuts in funding
reservations are not going to have 
any support to buy what they need 
to build their stations…. I think the 
PTFP cuts may be less politically mo-
tivated because I think the Obama 
administration does not understand 
what PTFP does and how it differs, 
the kind of support that it gets that’s 
different than what the federal gov-
ernment gives to the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting.”

PTFP aside, cuts in funds for 
public broadcasting are one in a long 
list of cuts Republicans have pro-
posed for programs that are largely 
seen as Democrat-supported. The 
two parties have fought in recent 
weeks over a continuing resolution 
that would temporarily fund the fed-
eral government until a budget for 
the year is crafted.

Some programs that may have 
a significant amount of their funds 
withdrawn include Family Planning, 
the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, International Food Aid grants, the 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund, 
Food Safety and Inspection Services, 
the National Endowments for the 
Arts and the Humanities and nearly 
70 others.

One that has been especially 
controversial after the catastrophic 
earthquake in Japan is a nearly thirty 
percent cut to the National Weather 
Service, including the Pacific Tsuna-
mi Warning Center in Hawaii, which 

issued the tsunami warnings after 
the quake. Rep. Colleen Hanabusa 
(D-Hawaii) called the cut “irrespon-
sible.”

An article in Mother Jones 
points out the similarities to when 
Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal mocked 
funds for volcano monitoring just 
before the Iceland volcano eruption 
that destroyed European agriculture 
and ruined air travel for weeks.

All of it is part of an ongoing and 
often bitter battle between the par-
ties about how much the government 
can afford and its plan to reduce the 
deficit.

“We need to get very serious, act 
like adults, sit down and not lurch 
from one week or two weeks to two 
weeks in funding our government,” 
said Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), the 
second highest-ranking Democrat in 
Congress.

As for funds for NPR and public 
broadcasting as a whole, the battle is 
far from over.

“Is this really what Congress 
should be doing?” Berson said. 
“We’re going to determine what con-
tent public broadcasters should be 
allowed to get their federal funding 
to pay for? It’s so beyond the pale in 
terms of reasonable behavior.  People 
need jobs.  They don’t need Congress 
to worry about what Ron Schiller 
said in a private conversation.”

Ghashmary.
For his efforts, Ghashmary has 

received negative feedback. People 
argued that he is creating a bad image 
of Jordan, but by not addressing the 

problem, Ghashmary feels the issue 
will not be solved.

“No one’s perfect,” he said. “We 
need to work on issues together.”

By RYAN MIXSON
Staff Writer
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“When so few companies own so much 
of the communications landscape in 
America, people should be troubled 
about the proposed deal.”

Emma Harger
Copy Editor

emma.harger@gmail.com

Recently, Atlanta-based AT&T, 
Inc. announced plans to purchase the 
wireless carrier T-Mobile USA, a divi-
sion of Germany’s Deutsche Telecom, 
for $39 billion, including $25 billion in 
cash. Media coverage of the deal was 
mostly positive, focusing on how AT&T 
will be able to utilize T-Mobile’s tower 
infrastructure and increase its capac-
ity for handling smartphones and their 
endless yearning for data. 

Indeed, AT&T is infamous for 
sometimes having spotty coverage in 
cities with a lot of smartphone users, 
like New York City, San Francisco and 
Atlanta. So the merging of AT&T, as the 
second-largest wireless carrier in the 
country, with T-Mobile, the fourth larg-
est, seems pretty good, huh?

However, there are two things that 
are problematic about this deal: the 
tenses used to discuss it and the deal 
itself. 

The thing about acquisitions of 
multimillion-dollar communication 
companies is that the deals are not 
sealed overnight. In fact, it will take 
about a year for this deal to work its 
way through the system. The Federal 
Trade Commission and the Federal 
Communications Commission will both 
have to weigh in on the deal. And while 
Comcast’s acquisition of NBC Universal 
sailed through regulatory checkpoints 
recently, AT&T’s acquisition may not. 

FCC regulators are reportedly 
displeased with the idea of only three 
major cell phone providers in America, 
as they should be. Do you remember 
Cingular or Alltel? AT&T absorbed 
Cingular in late 2005 and Alltel became 
part of Verizon in 2008, although it still 
exists as a shadow of itself in six states. 
At this point, some speculators, includ-
ing Atlanta-based wireless industry 
analyst Jeff Kagan, theorize that federal 
regulators might be hesitant to allow 
the industry to consolidate any more.

Because AT&T knows about its 
potential trouble gettomg regulators to 
sign onto the seal, it’s trying to sweeten 
the pot by offering to boost wireless 
broadband Internet service to rural ar-
eas, where often dial-up Internet is still 
the norm. This falls in line with a stated 
goal of the Obama administration and 
may win them some brownie points 
during approval processes.

Many articles about this acquisi-
tion, though, treated it in the first few 
paragraphs as if it was already a done 
deal before then explaining that it 
wasn’t really that way. That’s mislead-
ing and potentially confusing to people 
who might just scan the headlines and 
go on with their day, especially if they 

are T-Mobile customers. T-Mobile had 
to create an entire Q&A page to explain 
that nothing is changing yet, presum-
ably to assuage panicked customers, 
who took to their forums en masse to 
voice their opinions.

More troublesome than the verb 
tenses in the articles, though, is the deal 
itself. AT&T has experienced trouble 
in the past with owning too much of 
things. In the 1980s, AT&T was sued 
after the FCC suspected that they were 
breaking U.S. antitrust laws by using 
monopoly profits from their Western 
Electric subsidiary to help subsidize 
network costs. 

The Department of Justice sued 
and got AT&T to split up its local 
networks, which became “Baby Bells,” 
nicknamed for the bell that used to be 
in AT&T’s logo. BellSouth was one of 
the Baby Bells—before it was re-ab-
sorbed into AT&T in 2006.

Years of deregulation and big 
business-friendly politics during the 
2000s created an environment that 
allowed AT&T to reform, reclaim many 
of its Baby Bells and become a near-
monopoly again. AT&T has its hands 
in many cookie jars: Internet, home 
phone, U-Verse TV and, of course, its 
mobile network. Until recently, AT&T 
was the sole outlet for people seeking 
iPhones, thanks to an exclusivity agree-
ment with Apple. 

When so few companies own so 
much of the communication landscape 
in America, people should be troubled 
about the proposed deal. Media 
consolidation means fewer outlets for 
expression and possible tighter restric-
tions on what is allowed. 

In the AT&T-Mobile case, analysts 
predict that T-Mobile’s more affordable 
phone plans could disappear, which 
could mean that people might have to 
give up phone service if they are un-
able to pay higher costs. These people 
could then lose an important lifeline to 
friends, family, job opportunities and 
emergency assistance. 

Casey Chan of technology blog 
Gizmodo pointed out that T-Mobile’s 
position as fourth most popular carrier 
also meant that it felt free to experi-
ment with new things. For example, 
they were the first U.S. carrier to offer 
Android phones. Would this innovation 
continue if T-Mobile were in a different 
position of popularity?

While nothing has changed for 
sure yet, people need to be concerned 
with the possible ramifications of such 
a game-changing deal and hope that 
federal regulators are just as concerned, 
too.

AT&T and T-Mobile merger: 
Cheering for failure

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Ludacris: A bad April Fool’s joke?
For its annual Spring Concert this year, 

Georgia State has chosen to hire rap artist 
Ludacris to perform this April Fool’s Day in 
our very own Sports Arena. Not only is this a 
colossal waste of student fees, but it’s also a 
foolish decision based upon the available list 
of potential artists. 

Sponsored by Campus Events and the 
Spotlight Programs Board, the concert will 
cost students approximately $70,000 out 
funds generated by the Student Activity Fee, 
according to the performance agreement 
signed by both parties. Furthermore, this 
hefty fee doesn’t even include incidental 
costs of the performance, such as transpor-
tation bills and supplementary equipment 
necessary for the show. 

For one thing, that’s a lot of student 
money to be spending on a one-time perfor-
mance of a rap star that has probably seen 
better days, especially when student fees 
seem to keep growing every year. 

That’s no chump change, either. For 
reference, Ludacris will be making more in 
just a few hours one night than many faculty 
members with advanced degrees make in an 
entire year. 

Even assuming that paying for and host-
ing a large rap concert on campus is a good 
idea, choosing Ludacris as the primary star 
might seem more than a bit “ludicrous” to 
a few people. And it’s not like Georgia State 
didn’t have better options than “Luda”. 

Indeed, five other stars made it to the 
final round of selection, including Chris 
Brown, Wiz Khalifa, Bruno Mars, B.o.B and 
Lupe Fiasco. 

Of those last three, B.o.B was nominated 
for five Grammy Awards this year, Bruno 
Mars has been called “the most important 
male singer working in hip-hop” and Lupe 
Fiasco’s brand new album Lasers recently 
debuted at the top of the charts.  

And while it should be applauded that 
some students had a somewhat democratic 
say in nominating prospective artists and 

voting for them, many were left effectively 
disenfranchised by ignorance of the concert 
itself. 

Although a general email was sent out 
back in December notifying students of the 
show, many students still had no idea about 
the show until it was announced that Georgia 
State would be selling tickets on campus. 

Apparently, lack of awareness prevented 
many from ever even knowing about the con-
cert, let alone how or when to vote. Indeed, 
just 1500 students or so filled out the neces-
sary form to choose their artist for the show. 

Even then, it’s unclear if Ludacris was 
even the top artist chosen, given that the 
email announcing the show only said only 
that Georgia State was going to “bring you 
one of the top three artists.” Under that 
wording, it’s entirely plausible that some 
other artist was the true winner.

Although it’s true that these other acts 
would have probably charged to perform, 
none of them “owe” anything to Georgia 
State. However, Ludacris actually is a Georgia 
State alumnus, or at least would be if he had 
graduated. And while Georgia State may still 
hold a special place for Ludacris, you cer-
tainly can’t tell that from the astronomical fee 
he’s charging to perform here. 

Indeed, you might think that Ludacris 
would relish the opportunity to perform for 
his former school, perhaps not for free but 
certainly at a price more affordable for cash-
strapped college students. 

Unlike other featured Spotlight activi-
ties, students will still have to pay an addi-
tional $20 for tickets to the show – a price 
likely subsidized by the school from the 
ordinary Ticketmaster cost of $40 per ticket. 

Although the money to pay for the show 
was surely allocated months ago, it is hard to 
reconcile the use of this money with Georgia 
State’s supposed need for fee increases. 

And just how many public speakers and 
guest lecturers, we’d like to know, would 
$70,000 plus change pay for anyways?

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD reflects the majority opinion of the Editorial Board
of The Signal, but not necessarily the opinions of individual editors.

THE SIGNAL
Editorial Board

Sheena Roetman, Editor in Chief
Elijah Sarkesian, Production Editor • Miranda Sain, News Editor • Chris Shattuck, Opinions Editor

Kirkland Carter, Sports Editor • Angel R. White, Campus Life Editor • Judy Kim, Assistant Production Editor
Mishall Rehman, Associate News Editor • Saakib Zafrani, Associate Sports Editor

Savanna Keo, Associate Entertainment Editor • Annabella Jean-Laurent, Associate Campus Life Editor
Emma Harger, Copy Editor • Brooke Marshall, Copy Editor

The SGA Election results come out 
Wednesday morning. Check out our 

website for election results!



TUESDAY, MARCH 29, 2011 | OPINIONS | THE SIGNAL08

THE SIGNAL
STAFF INFORMATION

EDITOR IN CHIEF Sheena Roetman
signaleditor@gmail.com

PRODUCTION EDITOR Elijah Sarkesian
signalprod@gmail.com

NEWS EDITOR Miranda Sain
msain1@student.gsu.edu

OPINIONS EDITOR Chris Shattuck
cjsuainc@gmail.com 

SPORTS EDITOR Kirkland Carter
signalsports40@gmail.com

ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR Jhoni Jackson
signalentertainment@gmail.com

CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR Angel R. White
signalliving@gmail.com

ASSISTANT PRODUCTION EDITOR Judy Kim
signalprod2@gmail.com

ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR Mishall Rehman
mrehman1@student.gsu.edu

ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR Saakib Zafrani
sjzafrani@gmail.com

ASSOCIATE ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR Savanna Keo
skeo1@student.gsu.edu

ASSOCIATE CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR Annabella Jean-Laurent
annabellajeanlaurent@gmail.com

ONLINE EDITOR Jeremy Galloway
signalwebsite@gmail.com

COPY EDITORS Emma Harger
Brooke Marshall

ADVERTISING MANAGER Tara Siddiq
signalads@langate.gsu.edu

CIRCULATION MANAGER Brian Echols
signaldistribution@gmail.com

OFFICE ASSISTANTS Jared Cate
Brianna Alvarez

Sean Dais
STUDENT MEDIA ADVISOR Bryce McNeil

bmcneil1@gsu.edu

MISSION STATEMENT

The Signal shall provide, in a fair and accurate manner, news of interest and 
significance to the Georgia State University community and serve as a forum 
for the expression of ideas of members of that community. Furthermore, 
The Signal shall provide an opportunity for students to pursue experience 
within a professional newspaper environment.  The Signal shall also provide 
truthful and ethical advertising of interest to the Georgia State University 
community.

ADVERTISING

The deadline for all advertising is 5 p.m. on the Tuesday prior to the desired 
issue of publication. Ads must be print-ready and in PDF format; files must 
be delivered via e-mail at signalads@langate.gsu.edu. Please visit our 
website at www.gsusignal.com/advertising for more information, including 
rates and payment methods.

COVERAGE REQUESTS

Requests for coverage and tips should be submitted to the Editor in Chief 
and/or the relevant section editor.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The following guidelines must be followed when submitting a Letter to the 
Editor.  Failure to follow them will result in your letter not being considered 
for publication.

Letters must be submitted to the Opinions Editor via e-mail and must 
include the text of the letter in the body of the message.  Letters should 
be 200-400 words maximum. The Signal will allow longer letters, but only 
in rare circumstances. Letters must include the full name(s) of the writer(s) 
and include their year and major. If the writer is a faculty member, they 
must include their title and department. Letters will be fact-checked prior 
to publication. The writer may be obligated to make changes to the letter 
for publication. Letters will be edited for grammar, clarity, length, factual 
accuracy and adherence to Signal policy. The Signal reserves the right to 
modify and/or reject letters at the discretion of the editorial staff.

STAFF POSITIONS

The Signal accepts applications for staff writers and photographers 
throughout the year; additional available positions will be listed at www.gsu.
edu/studentmedia. If you are interested in working with The Signal, please fill 
out an application (available in our offices or online at www.gsusignal.com/
applications) and return it to Bryce McNeil, Student Media Advisor, in the 
Office of Student Activities (Suite 330, Student Center).

OFFICE INFORMATION

The Signal
Suite 200, University Center • P.O. Box 3968 • Atlanta, GA  30303

Phone: 404-413-1620 • Fax: 404-413-1622 • Web: www.gsusignal.com

FSU: Quit picking on high schools
The Collegiate Licensing 

Company, on behalf of Florida State 
University, sent out cease and desist 
letters last August to two Georgia 
public schools in Rockdale County 
for using the Seminole logo. In times 
as troubling as these, FSU is being 
especially petty by going after public 
schools.   

FSU demanded that Salem 
High School and Memorial Middle 
School remove the spear and Semi-
nole head from their athletic gear 
and facilities They may still use the 
name “Seminole,” but only if it is 
preceded by Salem High School or 
Memorial Middle School. 

According to the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution, Rockdale’s 
school board has estimated that a 
legal fight would cost them about 
$250,000. That much for a legal 
battle, which small-time schools 
in Atlanta would most likely lose 
to a big time university like FSU, is 
simply not cost-effective. 

In lieu of an impossible legal 
match, the school board has come to 
an agreement with FSU to remove 
the logos from their website and 
publications within 30 days and 
from their football gear by Aug. 1. 
The rest must be removed in install-
ments over the next nine years. 
School board member Darlene 
Hotchkiss told the AJC that the total 
cost of removing the logo from all of 
the equipment and facilities could 
be more than $200,000. 

With wide-ranging budget 
cuts for education across the board 
thanks to Gov. Nathan Deal, for 
these schools to come up with an 
additional $200,000 is most likely 
impossible.

“It’s a moving target,” Hotch-
kiss told the AJC. “We’re already 
looking at a $10 million deficit. Now 
we’re going to have to replace gym 

“To think that these public schools 
will cause any monetary harm to 
FSU or soil the Seminole name in 
any way is ridiculous.”

Saakib Zafrani
Associate Sports Editor

sjzafrani@gmail.com

floors at both schools, order new 
business cards, new uniforms and 
band apparel.”

Even more ridiculous is that 
FSU claims they’re not after any 
money and they don’t want to hurt 
the school system financially, they 
just want to protect their logo. That 
is what the licensing director acting 
on behalf of FSU told the AJC. 

Well, it certainly is acknowl-
edged now. The only thing FSU has 
accomplished is to show the nation 
just how classless they are. A uni-
versity dedicated to higher educa-
tion should be able to come up with 
alternate solutions. 

A similar dispute with a Mana-
tee County, Fla. school ended much 
more amenably. After outrage over 
the proposed logo removals from 
Southeast High School, which had 
been displaying them for more than 
30 years, FSU settled in remark-
able fashion. They agreed to let the 
school keep the logo if they paid a 
royalty of $1 per year for five years. 
They can also renew the agreement 
in the years to follow. 

Bravo, FSU. Where was this 
generous public relations gesture 
when it came to Rockdale County? 
And it’s not as though this was some-
thing that happened years ago. The 
dispute with Manatee County was 
settled last October. 

Those in favor of FSU and 
copyright laws in general argue that 
in order to fight a serious offender 

who may actually cause monetary 
damage to the university, FSU has to 
prove that it has displayed the same 
unyielding defense of its logos and 
property with past suits. To those 
people, I say look no further than 
Manatee County.   

While it is true that FSU will 
not receive any monetary compensa-
tion from the agreement with the 
Rockdale County School Board, the 
fact is that it will cost the schools 
and add to the deficit. There is no 
way the brilliant scholars at FSU 
don’t understand that, especially 
since the university is consistently 
ranked in the top 40 business 
schools in the nation, according to 
U.S. News & World Report. 

To think that these public 
schools will cause any monetary 
harm to FSU or soil the Seminole 
name in any way is ridiculous. Hun-
dreds of schools and youth league 
teams across the nation use the 
Seminole logo, as well as every other 
professional or collegiate logo under 
the sun. 

Unfortunately, the law is the 
law, and regardless of whether it is 
right to go after public schools in 
these tough times, Salem High and 
Memorial Middle are infringing on 
FSU trademarks. So, FSU is well 
within their rights to go after these 
schools. They aren’t the first and 
they certainly won’t be the last, but 
just because you can, FSU, doesn’t 
mean you should.

JOIN THE SIGNAL!
Applications for Fall 2011 available at

www.gsu.edu/studentmedia
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Managing Editor • News Editor • Opinions Editor

Sports Editor • Entertainment Editor
Campus Life Editor • Production Editor
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Copy Editors • Online Editor

Circulation Manager • Advertising Coordinator

Applications due April 1 at 5 p.m.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Scott Bales. I am an adult with autism and 
I have a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry and a Masters of 
Science in Urban Studies. I am a professional environmental 
scientist. Although I am high functioning, living with autism 
is challenging when the needs of autistic people are not met. 
The greatest challenge that I seem to face every day is not liv-
ing down to the low expectations of the masses who devalue 
autistic people. However, I strive to be a minister of hope, not a 
minister of gloom. 

I can identify with even the sickest of autistic children 
because I was one of them. I started out life as a sickly, oc-
casionally deathly ill, little boy in leg braces and motor skill 
incompetence characterized my childhood. I have come a long 
way.  My mother always thought that learning to play a wind 
instrument starting in the fifth grade helped me overcome my 
asthma and helped me with motor skill development and learn-
ing to function integrally as part of a team. My music teacher 
is functionally like a music therapist for me. I play my bassoon 
every Sunday in my church’s orchestra. 

Team physical activities such as playing in a band and 
orchestra or on sports teams are absolutely crucial to helping 
young people with autism learn emotional and social intel-
ligence. The autistic brain has particular difficulty connecting 
with reality. Team physical activities lay the crucial cornerstone 
anchor for progressively greater maturation. The Georgia State 
Exercise Science graduate students at the Recreation Center 
have helped me develop my athletic skills far beyond what I 
ever thought possible for an individual with autism like me. 
These physical skills build a greater foundation for emotional 
and social skill maturation, helping our brains to anchor the 
progression to the more abstract skills.

The core disability of autism is the extreme difficulty 
that we tend to have in reading other peoples’ intentions and 
behaviors, making us vulnerable targets for predators. Fortu-
nately for me, I was blessed with a mother of absolute integrity 
who I could trust and who would never do me or anyone else 
wrong. I believe my mother was not only among the greatest 
autism teachers of all time, but also one of the greatest public 
school teachers too. She also taught Sunday school in Baptist 
churches from the time she was a teenager until meningitis 
ended her teaching careers, along with most of her capacity 
to help me. She adapted to my needs so well that no one knew 
that I had major learning disabilities. During college breaks, I 
would volunteer in her school. I was so incredibly proud of her 
great heart that she could use to extend to the poorest children 
of inner city Atlanta the same unconditional love, unconditional 
acceptance and joy in their lives that she had given to me. All 
the students in her school responded joyously in return. 

Many parents and teachers over the years have asked me, 
“How did your mother help you?” My mother died in 2002, 
but as she passed to heaven her soul enveloped me and I felt 
the touch of her soul to my soul one last time. Even as her soul 
slowly left me and heaven’s door opened to reliever her, she left 
me with a profound sense of peace that I would be okay. I will 
be eternally grateful to God for permitting her to hug me one 
last time.

Living with autism frequently means extreme amounts of 
emotional and physical pain. Like all other human beings, our 
transcendence over this pain is fueled by joy. Trauma, abuse 
and painful relationships make quieting our mental, emotional, 
physical and spiritual distress difficult. But healthy relation-
ships with God and others, just like all other people, can be 
our greatest source of the joy that human life is necessary for 
transcendence. Our joy in life must be greater than the nega-

tive emotions and trials that can overwhelm us. My mother’s 
absolute integrity was the bedrock my life was built upon, her 
unconditional love and unconditional acceptance of me calmed 
the paralyzing anxiety of my life and her joy in my life was the 
mortar of my life.

When I was preparing to speak at conference for parents 
and teachers sponsored by Emory Medical School’s Autism 
Center, I met a special education teacher who helped me 
complete my presentation, staying late into the evening until 
it was ready. She helped me just the way that my mother used 
to help me. She related to me that she was the Georgia Autism 
Teacher of the Year. I rejoiced that there was another public 
school teacher just like my mother. I believe that this soul to 
soul ministering is the only teaching or therapy approach that 
can effectively transform the lives of children, adolescents and 
adults living with autism. New and flexible approaches to au-
tism education anchored in unconditional love, unconditional 
acceptance and joy for our lives are the necessary building 
blocks for the development of the emotional intelligence and 
life skills necessary for those of us living with autism to become 
fully functional citizens in our democratic society. 

Scott Bales
President, Educate America, Inc.
State Advisory Panel for Special Education
Georgia Council for Developmental Disabilities
Steering for Committee of Atlanta Autism Consortium
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YOUR VOICE • YOUR OPINIONS
Does Georgia State’s decision to hire a new 
basketball coach make you more interested

in the program next year?

S T U D E N T 
V O X

“I am a little bit more 
interested. I went to almost 
all the home games this year. 
But, his coaching style seemed 
a little weird to me so I’m 
interested to see how it will 
change.”

Hannah Wildes
Freshmanl English,

Education and Theatre

“No, I’m not really a 
basketball fan.”

Jacob Holder
Junior, Nursing

“It will be interesting to see 
what the new coach will do 
and see what the program will 
move towards.”

Andre Harris
Junior, Computer Science

“Definitely, if it’s anything like 
hiring Bill Curry for football.”

Zooey Tatiner
Sophomore, Managerial Sciences

“Not necessarily. I don’t know 
who he is. Well, I guess there 
might be a tryout and maybe a 
spot for me to join the team.”

Chudi Ndudikwa
Junior, Exercise Science

“Well, I was always interested 
in Georgia State’s basketball 
program and I will be inter-
ested in seeing how the new 
coach fares.”

Justin Mills Webb
Sophomore

Abortion bill is a waste of time
It’s no secret that conservatives 

are usually staunch pro-lifers who 
would like to see the Roe v. Wade 
decision overturned. Rep. Bobby 
Franklin of Marietta (R), who is 
known for introducing legislation 
which would do away with vaccina-
tions, drivers licenses and repeal 
income taxes, has proposed another 
gem which would completely ignore 
the landmark decision. 

Franklin’s legislation, HB 1, is 
a 10-page bill that would criminal-
ize abortion as “prenatal murder” 
and make the felony punishable by 
death. HB 1 claims that the Georgia 
General Assembly knows definitive-
ly that “life begins at conception.” 
When exactly the General Assembly 
stumbled upon this monumental 
discovery is not revealed in the bill. 
The bill also requires miscarriages 
to be investigated to ensure that 
any spontaneous fetal death occurs 
naturally with no “human involve-
ment.”

Unfortunately, the phrase “hu-
man involvement” is left very vague 
in Franklin’s bill. For example, many 
women early in their pregnancies 
aren’t even aware they are pregnant. 
Could a woman who engages in 
activities that could abort a fetus be 
charged with prenatal murder even 
if she didn’t realize she was preg-
nant? Suppose a pregnant woman 
were to get into an accident while 
driving under the influence and 
suffer a miscarriage. Could she face 
also trial for prenatal murder if she 
were unaware of her pregnancy?

There are also no exceptions in 
the bill for rape or incest. This could 
trigger a decline in the number of 
reported rapes as well. Very few 
women would be willing to give 
birth their rapist’s child. Under 
Franklin’s bill, they would be forced 
to do so. In addition, since abortion 

“Franklin’s H1 Bill is a disturbing 
bill which proposes stripping 
women of their reproductive 
rights and distracts from actual 
issues.”

D.J. Dunson
Staff Writer

dunsnchecksin@yahoo.com

is legal in 49 other states, the bill 
doesn’t address if it would be consid-
ered prenatal murder for a Georgia 
resident to get an abortion across 
state borders.

According to HB 1, which has 
no co-sponsors, the state of Georgia 
shouldn’t even have to acknowledge 
the Roe v. Wade ruling because the 
state of Georgia was not a party to 
the case. Also, if the mother and 
child are at risk, physicians must 
make an equal effort to save the lives 
of both. 

Under this bill, aborting a fetus 
for the mother’s health would also 
be considered prenatal murder. In 
this situation, a doctor could also be 
charged with murder for saving the 
life of the mother over the fetus. The 
bill ignores that many times doctors 
have to make a choice and are able to 
save only one.

Aside from the moral implica-
tions, investigating miscarriages 
would also be incredibly time-con-
suming for the state. According to 
the bill, doctors would have to report 
miscarriages and “the proper inves-
tigating official shall investigate the 
cause of fetal death and shall prepare 
and file the report within 30 days.” 
That means investigators would like-
ly be pulled investigating of major 
crimes and forced to possibly spend 
time and resources on interrogating 
victims of incest or rape as well as 
their family and friends. Don’t forget 
the proposal that all miscarriages 

must be investigated to ensure they 
were spontaneous.

The bill also requires the 
mother to prove there was no “hu-
man involvement” which is contrary 
to the judicial system’s burden of 
proof, which rests on the state to 
prove there was a crime committed 
by an individual.

In all likelihood, the bill won’t 
be passed as it has been introduced 
to the session every year since 2002 
and has never made it out of com-
mittee, but it’s indicative of another 
problem within politics. Frankly, 
Franklin has a history of wasting the 
legislative’s time with bizarre bills 
and attracting controversy. 

Franklin’s H1 Bill is a disturbing 
bill which proposes stripping wom-
en of their reproductive rights and 
distracts from actual issues such as 
the HOPE debate and the proposed 
immigration law but unfortunately, it 
won’t be his last. 

Congress should be debating 
serious issues at a time when the 
state needs serious solutions not 
discussing ideas that make Charlie 
Sheen seem levelheaded. Instead, 
House Speaker David Ralston is 
allowing committee-level debate of 
a birther bill demanding President 
Obama provide proof of his birth 
certificate. In the next elections, 
hopefully Georgians decide to toss 
out politicians who are more inter-
ested in provoking reactions than 
taking action.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,
 
In response to your article “BaconFest: PETA’s 

Worst Nightmare” (March 22), it is undeniable that 
barbecues and warm weather go hand in hand. Bacon is 
certainly not the ideal food choice for these festive occa-
sions, though, because of the inherent cruelty involved 
in raising and killing pigs for food. If students had any 
idea how these animals are treated on factory farms and 
in slaughterhouses, they would likely look for healthier, 
more humane options for their cookouts.

Despite the fact that pigs are as intelligent as the 
dogs and cats that share our homes, on factory farms 
they are treated as nothing more than meat machines. As 
piglets, they are taken away from their mothers and have 
their tails and teeth cut off, while males are castrated 
without any painkillers. After living on slabs of filthy 
concrete for their entire lives, pigs have their throats cut, 

often while still conscious, and many are actually still 
alive and able to feel pain when they are immersed in 
scalding-hot water for hair removal.

With so many delicious alternatives available 
these days, there’s no excuse for supporting this kind 
of cruelty. Some vegetarian barbecue favorites include 
Gardenburger BBQ “riblets” and Boca burgers, both of 
which can be thrown right onto the grill for a quick meal. 
For more information on the benefits of a meat-free 
diet, visit peta2.com to request a free vegetarian or vegan 
starter kit.

 
Sincerely,
 
Ryan Huling
Assistant Manager of College Campaigns
peta2.com

Want to comment on something that’s 
appeared in The Signal? Submit a letter 

to the editor at cjsuainc@gmail.com



Led by junior Charlotte Lorent-
zen’s seventh-place finish, the wom-
en’s golf team tied for 11th place in 
the annual John Kirk /Panther Inter-
collegiate tournament. Head coach 
Cathy Mant’s team started slow, post-
ing a 319 on day one, but dropped to a 
305 in the second round, before shav-
ing another four 
strokes off their 
final round score 
(301). Georgia 
State hosted the 
tournament for 
the 18th year. 
The tournament 
was played at 
Eagle’s Landing 
Golf Club, the 
home of both the men’s and women’s 
golf teams.

The first two rounds of the tour-
nament were played consecutively 
in a “shotgun” round Monday. The 
third round was played Tuesday, and 
the awards were handed out follow-
ing play.  Fifteen teams competed in 
the tournament. The Panthers com-
peted against teams such as Miami 
University, Xavier University, Arkan-
sas State University, Middle Tennes-
see State University and the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame — who are ranked 
25th, according to golfstat.com.

The Panthers tied Arkansas 
State for 11th place in the team rank-
ings, and junior Charlotte Lorentzen 
tied James Madison’s Nicole Saka-
moto for seventh place in the individ-
ual competition. Lorentzen was the 
only Panther to garner a top-10 finish. 

“She’s your team leader and 
sets a great example for the team,” 
Mant said of Lorentzen. “Our level 

of consistency needs improvement, 
but all of these kids are fighters, have 
great attitudes and are working hard 
on their game. I’m thrilled to have 
them.”

After first-round play, the Pan-
thers were in 12th place. According 
to Georgia State Athletics, freshman 
Laura Sanchez helped the team with 
a career-low 71 in the second round. 
The team’s 319 (+13) in the first round 

left them in 12th 
place at the end 
of day one.

Tuesday the 
team shot a 301 
(+13) to finish 
the tournament 
in a tie for 11th 
place. Sanchez 
also improved 
her score. With 

a total score of 227 (+11), Sanchez 
rounded out day two of the tourna-
ment with three birdies — enough to 
earn her a tie for 18th place. 

“Having the home course should 
give us an advantage. We know where 
the greens break, where to hit the 
shot,” Mant said. “The disadvantage 
could be that it is your home court 
and you know you should do well.” 

Mant has coached the Panthers 
for 11 years and has led the women’s 
golf team to three conference cham-
pionships, including titles in each of 
the last two years. She said she would 
term this year as a rebuilding year. 
Last year five people graduated, and 
new players have been stepping up 
for the Panthers.

“There is a lot of pressure put on 
those five kids that are performing,” 
Mant said. “They know it’s really on 
them. I would term it a rebuilding 
year; we have a young team.”

The young team is led by ju-
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“There is a lot of pressure 
put on those five kids that 
are performing. They know 
it’s really on them. I would 
term it a rebuilding year; we 
have a young team. ”

- Cathy Mant

Women’s golf ties for 11th at John Kirk/Panther Intercollegiate

niors Lorentzen and Charlotte Guil-
leux. Last year Lorentzen received 
the award for 2010 CAA Women’s 
Golfer of the Year, Most Outstanding 
Player honors in the 2010 CAA Tour-
nament, as well as awards for being 
an outstanding student. She has also 
consistently placed in the top five, 10 
and 20 positions. 

Guilleux previously played golf 
for Wayland Baptist University in 
Texas. Last year she was named to the 

2010 All-Sooner Athletic Team and 
qualified for the 2010 NAIA Wom-
en’s Golf Championship. For Georgia 
State, Guilleux made appearances in 
all four Fall tournaments where she 
shot her best rounds in three of the 
tournaments. 

Sophomore Jennifer Worsham, 
freshmen Solveig Helgesen, Sanchez 
and redshirt freshmen Cherishton 
Brett complete the rest of the seven-
member squad.  

The Panthers return to action 
April 1, when they compete in the 
Liz Murphey Collegiate Classic, 
hosted by the University of Georgia. 
Last year the team took 13th out of 23 
teams in the tournament, while Lo-
rentzen tied for 13th individually, the 
highest on the team.

The tournament will be the last 
chance for Mant’s squad to prepare 
for the CAA Championship, begin-
ning April 22. 

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Junior Charlotte Guilleaux was honored as the CAA Women’s Golfer of the Week for her performance at 
the Kinderlou Forest Challenge earlier in March.

By NICOLE SCHIMMEL
Staff Writer

As Georgia State begins to take 
on more conference opponents and 
aims for a Colonial Athletic Associa-
tion championship, focusing on the 
task at hand and not what they’ve al-
ready accomplished this season will 
be key to succeeding, according to 
head coach Greg Frady.

Frady, who recently won his 
150th career game with the Panthers, 
knows the importance of not resting 
on your laurels and plans to continue 
to push his players to improve as the 
season progresses. Frady demands 
continued dedication from his play-
ers. 

“Execution in every area. Never 
have it done,” Frady said. “Our ac-
complishments are great, but it’s 
what we do from here [that matters].” 

Georgia State has compiled wins 
at a record pace this season, but it 

might seem difficult for players to 
stay focused on improving when the 
results have already been great.

According to Frady, if you focus 
on the future or what you’ve already 
done, you’ll lose sight of what needs 
to be done in the present.

He said 
that if you pay 
attention to the 
everyday details 
and continue to 
be motivated to 
improve them, 
bigger goals and 
accomplishments become doable.

“I know it’s a cliché, but we’re 
taking things one day at a time,” 
Frady said. “You have to pay to at-
tention to the little things and make 
adjustments.”

Despite the wins, pitching is one 
area that might have seemed shaky to 
onlookers in recent weeks. In a three-
game series sweep over Murray State 

University, the pitching staff gave up 
22 runs.

Frady is not worried about his 
rotation and explained how pitchers 
perform to the situation at hand. For 
instance, when a team has a big lead, 
a pitcher tends to be more aggressive 

with his pitches 
than he would 
be in a tight 
game. He went 
on to praise his 
staff and credit 
them as a big key 
so far this sea-

son, particularly senior right-hander 
Will Campbell.

Campbell and a few of his senior 
teammates have put up big years so 
far and will need to maintain their 
high level of performance if they 
want to win the CAA Championship.

Senior Mark Micowski, who 

Georgia State shifts focus to CAA opponents

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Mark Micowski, at press time, has the most triples (two), is tied for 
most doubles (nine), and is second in hits with 36.

By DYLAN RICE
Staff Writer

SEE BASEBALL, PAGE 15

“Our accomplishments are 
great, but it’s what we do 
from here [that matters]. ”

- Greg Frady



G
S

UNIGHT@
SIXFLAGS
friday

APRIL 15
TICKETS*

Buy early for discounts!

{entry/entry & meal}

$20/$30
March 7-31

$28/$38
April 1-14

$35/$45
at the gate

* no season  
passes allowed

FAMILY & FRIENDS WELCOME
CHILDREN TWO & UNDER FREE

FREE PARKING @ SIX FLAGS

supported by student activity fees

FREEreturn
ticket

for June 5, 12   19O
R

TICKETS
ON SALE@

student center 
information desk

university bookstore 
www.rialtocenter.org

6 p.m.-
midnight

w
w
w
.g
su

.e
d
u
/s
tu
d
en

te
ve

n
ts



THE SIGNAL | SPORTS | TUESDAY, MARCH 29, 2011 13

HTC Inspire™ 4G

catch 
the action!

2Requires a DataPro Tethering Plan. Devices connected to your Mobile Hotspot use data from your DataPro Tethering Plan. If you do not use a password, others will be able to use your Mobile Hotspot connection.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:  Limited -time offer. Requires a 2 year agreement on a qualified plan. Credit approval required.  Geographic, usage and other conditions and restrictions (that may result in service termination) apply. Taxes and other charges apply.  Prices and equipment vary by market and many not be available from 
independent retailers.  See store or visit att.com for details and coverage map. Smartphone Data Plan Requirement: Smartphones require a DataPlus (200MB) or DataPro (2GB) plan. If you exceed your initial data allowance, you will automatically be charged an additional $10 for each additional 1GB provided on DataPro or an 
additional $15 for each additional 200MB provided on DataPlus.  All data allowances, including overages, must be used in the billing period in which the allowance is provided or they will be forfeited.  For more details on Data Plans, go to att.com/dataplans. Early Termination Fee (ETF): None if cancelled during the first 
30 days, but up to $35 restocking fee may apply to equipment returns; thereafter ETF up to $150 or $325 applies depending on device (details at att.com/equipmentETF). Agents may impose additional fees. Subject to change.  Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge up to $1.25/mo is charged to help defray costs of complying with 
government obligations and charges on AT&T and is not a tax or government required charge. Monthly discount: Available to qualified employees of companies and/or government agencies with a qualified business agreement (“Business Agreement”). Must provide requisite proof of employment. Eligibility for offer ceases when 
you are no longer a qualified employee. Service discount may be interrupted and/or discontinued without notice to you. Service discount applies only to the monthly service charge of qualified plans and not to any other charges. A minimum number of employees, minimum monthly service charge for qualified plans, additional 
AT&T services or other requirements may apply for discount eligibility. Discounts may not be combined. Offer subject to change at any time.

© 2010 HTC Corporation. All rights reserved. The HTC logo, HTC Inspire and HTC Surround are trademarks of HTC Corporation.

© 2011 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies.

Make a fast break for the HTC 
Inspire™ 4G.
How do your favorites rank? Share your picks among friends 
and colleagues with the new HTC device and quality service 
from AT&T. Never miss a moment, while you talk and surf 
the Web at the same time.

HTC Inspire™ 4G
•	4G	speeds1

•	Android	OS	with	Mobile	Hotspot	support2

•	8	MP	camera	with	720p	HD	Video	Recording
•	Phone	finder	–	locate	lost	phone	and	lock	or	wipe	data	

from the device remotely
•	4.3”	WVGA	super	LCD	display

Get into the savings game.
Georgia State University Students save today!
Visit	1380	Atlantic	Drive,	Atlantic	Station,	
Atlanta,	GA	(404)	249-9052
and	mention	FAN	Code	2674703
or go to att.com/wireless/gastatestudent

Visit	our	web	page	to	get	your	discount.	
Download	the	FREE	AT&T	Code	Scanner	
at http://scan.mobi or appropriate 
handset app store.

Save 10%
on qualified AT&T 
monthly wireless plans.

14G speeds delivered by HSPA+ with enhanced backhaul. Available in limited areas. Availability increasing with ongoing backhaul deployment. Requires 4G device. Learn more at att.com/network. Mobile broadband not available in all areas.

The women’s tennis team, 
ranked No.61 nationally, has been 
handing losses to almost every team 
who has come to Piedmont Park. 
They recently had a 4-3 win against 
No.68 Boston University, and head 
coach Miha Lisac is preparing the 
team for competition in the Colonial 
Athletic Association.

Junior Kir Kemp, who was re-
cently named Colonial Athletic Asso-
ciation Player of the Week, won 2-6, 
7-5 and 6-3 at No. 5 singles against 
Jessi Linero.

Martina Ondrackova and Kat-
erina Gresova also contributed by 
winning 8-2 at No.3 doubles against 
Monika Mical and Kendal Drake.

The Panthers kicked off the 
CAA schedule by defeating CAA-foe 
UNC Wilmington 5-2. The Panthers 
won five of the six singles matches to 
break the school record for consecu-
tive victories, originally set in 2005.

Freshman Maryna Kozachenko 
won in straight sets at No. 3 singles, 
6-2, 6-4, following the senior Kateri-
na Gresova who won in straight sets, 
6-2, 6-1, at No. 4 singles.

Freshman Abigail Tere-Apisah 
clinched the match with a 7-5, 6-2 
victory at No. 2 singles over Angela 
Sekely.

Lisac is pleased with the prog-

ress of the team and the program as 
a whole. 

“I feel that we are definitely 
heading in the right direction as a 
program,” Lisac said. “It is a process 
that has been under way a couple 
of years now and [the] progress is 
evident. We are looking to regain the 
national ranking, as we had halfway 
through the season and be in position 
to compete for the CAA Champion-
ship in April. In the long run we are 
looking to build a program that is go-
ing to be amongst top in the nation.”

The team recently lost to No. 23 
Yale, their first loss all season. 

According to Georgia State Ath-
letics, “Yale is the highest ranked 
team that GSU has faced since taking 
on No. 22 VCU in 2007.”

Kozachenko an Apisah won 8-4 
at No. 2 doubles over Stephanie Kent 
and Annie Sullivan.

Yale tied the match at 1-1 after 
Blair Seiderman won in straight sets 
at No. 3 singles, 6-1, 6-1, over Kozach-
enko. Apisah won in straight sets, 6-3, 
6-3, over No. 88 Elizabeth Epstein at 
No. 2 singles which helped Georgia 
State gain the lead.

However, Yale tied the match 
again at 2-2 when Annie Sullivan 
won in straight sets, 6-3, 6-3, at No. 
6 singles over Junior Martina Ond-
rackova.

With Yale leading 3-2, sopho-
more Tereza Lerova lost in straight 

Women’s tennis steamrolling into CAA competition

sets 6-3, 7-5, at No. 1 singles against 
Victoria Brook to clinch the match 
for Yale. 

“Yale is a very tough and expe-
rienced team,” said coach Lisac. “We 
battled well and created opportuni-
ties to come out on top, but made a 
couple of mistakes that cost us the 
overall match. As mentioned before, 
we are young and are learning from 
those mistakes. It is important that 
we maintain our level of play in the 

upcoming weeks as there will be 
more tough matches coming our 
way, but if we continue to grow as a 
team, we will start coming out on top 
against some of the top teams in the 
nation.” 

Georgia State also lost against to 
No.35 Florida State, which was their 
second loss for the season. Kemp 
and freshman Othilia Lindqvist won 
singles matches for the Panthers in 
this event.

“We have to continue to learn 
and improve,” said coach Lisac. “We 
have had some success this season, 
but we are still very young, with 4 
newcomers to the roster. It is impor-
tant to stay dedicated to the work and 
the goals of the team and get better 
each week and each match we play.” 

Georgia State travels to Norfolk, 
Va., to face Old Dominion on March 
25 at 2 p.m. 

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Junior Kir Kemp clinched the victory for the Panthers with a 2-6, 7-5, 6-3 win at No. 5 singles against No. 68 
Boston University, improving her singles record to 9-3.

By TIFFANIE SMITH
Staff Writer
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It’s the bottom of the fifth inning 
on a bitterly cold March day. The 
Georgia State softball team got off to 
a strong start, but it’s the bottom of 
the fifth, and the Miami RedHawks 
just put away a third run, paring 
State’s lead to two. 

Things are looking like they 
might start to get hairy — that is, until 
McCall Langford takes the mound.

The cold doesn’t seem to faze 
her. She stares ahead with confi-
dent composure and winds up. The 
ball cuts through the air and curves 
almost impossibly over the plate, 
hitting the catcher’s mitt with a sat-
isfying whump. Over the course of 
the rest of the game, she’ll go on to 
strike out five batters and allow only 
a single hit.

“She gets what I call ‘The 
Look,’” said interim head coach Rog-
er Kincaid. “You can see it in her eyes. 
When she has The Look, she’s tough 
to handle.”

As a pitcher, Langford is intimi-
dating, but off the field, she’s sweet, 
with a playfully self-deprecating 
streak. A native of LaGrange, Ga., she 
pokes fun at her lilting Southern ac-
cent and describes herself as “kind 
of a nerd.” The sophomore market-
ing major made the Dean’s List and 

the Athletic Director’s honor roll 
last year. In her free time, she en-
joys reading and painting, and has a 
tendency to develop addictions: the 
video game Katamari Damacy, the 
Ender’s Game series and her favorite 
restaurant, Chipotle, to name a few.

When she’s talking about some-
thing she’s passionate about — her 
older sister, her boyfriend, her dog 
— her face lights up. She leans for-
ward, rests her elbows on her knees, 
says, “Good story!” and launches into 
a personal tidbit: the time her dog 
went missing because he got trapped 
under a porch, how she met her boy-
friend, James Dabbs (she pulled off 
the best-friend-switch and managed 
to stay friends with the ex — yeah, 
the girl is that good), and all the times 
in high school when her older sister, 
Melissa, got her out of trouble with 
her parents.

Although her family and her 
boyfriend are clearly important to 
her, when softball season hits, Lang-
ford generally only sees them in the 
stands. Her parents can count the 
number of games they’ve missed on 
one hand, and Dabbs, a grad student 
at Auburn University, drives up to 
cheer for Langford on weekends.

To keep up with her loved ones, 
Langford has developed another ad-
diction: the popular video chatting 
program Skype.

McCall Langford: front and center

‘Dad, you know, I love to hit home 
runs, I just don’t like people watch-
ing me run around the bases.’ McCall 
never hit a home run, but if she had 
hit a home run, I will guarantee you 
there would have been a cartwheel 
or two done running the bases so that 
everybody made sure they saw her.”

Despite her strengths on the 
field, Melissa chose not to pursue 
softball. She made this decision in 
part because Phil, by his own admis-
sion, pushed her too hard and burned 
her out. He learned from this expe-
rience, and stepped back when his 
youngest started playing. This gave 
McCall the freedom to play for her-
self and develop her own passion for 
the game — a process that admittedly 
took some time.

“I grew up playing T-ball, terri-
bly,” she said with a giggle. “I wasn’t 
really coordinated until I was 10 and 
11. I wanted to pitch when I was 8, 
and I tried, and I was terrible.”

Even through high school, 
Langford says she didn’t put forth 
much effort. It was only when she 
made the decision to play in college 
that she got serious about the game. 
She expected that when she got to 
Georgia State, she’d shadow the older 
girls on her team and step into the 
spotlight in her junior or senior year. 
Few — including Langford herself — 
could have expected that she would 
be as successful as she has been. 

In her almost three semesters, 

she’s already established herself as 
one of the most talented pitchers in 
the Colonial Athletic Association. 
She has a 15-5 record, and last year, 
she finished fifth in the country in 
walks allowed per seven innings, giv-
ing up a mere 20 walks in the entire 
year. She also finished 11th in the 
country in saves, and her ERA of 1.41 
puts her at 17th. To top it all off, she 
was named CAA pitcher of the week 
on March 1.

There’s really no other way to 
put it: Langford is a rock star. But de-
spite her stellar record and her love 
of the spotlight, she’s also a team 
player.

“The one thing that Mac wants 
to more than anything is win,” Kin-
caid said. “She knows that she can’t 
do it by herself. She’s got 21 kids on 
the roster, and it takes all 21 of them 
to win.”

Perhaps the most promising 
thing about Langford’s career is the 
fact that it’s only just begun. Kincaid, 
the Langfords and McCall herself are 
eager to see what’s in store for the 
young pitcher.

“We’re really excited that she’s 
at Georgia State,” Phil says. He laughs 
and shakes his head with a sort of 
grateful disbelief. “It’s just the right 
place for her, and just good people. 
We really are proud of her and proud 
of the team, and looking forward to 
great things.”

MCCALL LANGFORD
McCall Langford’s father, Phil, is an avid softball fan and encouraged 
both his daughters to play.

By BROOKE MARSHALL
Copy Editor

received CAA Preseason Player of 
the Year honors and a CAA Player 
of the Week award this season, has 
also been huge for Georgia State. 
His presence in 
the lineup has 
been a part of 
what has made 
their offense so 
potent. He was 
an integral part 
of the Panthers’ 
upset at Georgia 
Tech over spring 
break, and continues to be a big cog 
in the Panthers’ offensive machine.

Frady believes Micowski ener-
gizes the offense and gets everyone 
else’s bats going. His talent and role 

in the team’s on-field chemistry make 
it apparent that he will need to con-
tinue to perform in order for Geor-
gia State to accomplish their season 
goals.

With match-ups against CAA 
opponents, such as conference-favor-

ite James Madi-
son University 
looming on the 
horizon, the 
Panthers need 
to stay focused 
on improving 
and not let their 
winning dis-
tract them from 

working hard every practice and ev-
ery game. 

The CAA Tournament runs May 
26-28 in Wilmington, NC.

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Head coach Greg Frady is pleased with the performance of his pitchers so far in 2011.

>> BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

“Skype is the thing!” she said. 
“Skype is the best.”

So that’s how I ended up sitting 
with McCall in front of her MacBook, 
meeting the Langfords onscreen. As 
soon as she sees her family, McCall 
transforms into a classic baby sister: 
that is, the center of attention. Even 
when she’s introducing her parents, 
Phil and Harriet, McCall takes the 
spotlight — gently teasing and scold-
ing them, then cracking jokes, keep-
ing all eyes on her. 

Watching this interaction, it only 
makes sense that Langford would 
feel most at home on the pitcher’s 
mound, at the center of it all.

“She likes being out front, she 
likes being the center, and that’s what 
you want in a pitcher,” said Kincaid. 
“That’s the kind of confidence that 
it takes to be successful in that posi-
tion.”

Her parents are clearly her big-
gest fans. Phil, a passionate softball 
fan, encouraged both his daughters 
to play, and McCall grew up watch-
ing Melissa play outfield.

“We took her to Melissa’s 
games,” Harriet says. “By the end of 
the day, she would be ’bout down to 
her diaper. And she’d have her Twix 
in one hand and a pickle in the other. 
She loved to eat. And that was just 
my fond memories of McCall, was 
always something in her hands and 
half-undressed.”

As Harriet tells this story, Mc-
Call’s mouth falls open. She looks at 
her mother, half-horrified, and Har-
riet smiles back sweetly.

“Great!” McCall says. “Thanks 
Mom. That’s great. Good input.”

Melissa seems content to sit 
back and observe. She’s the clas-
sic older sibling: quieter and less at 
home in the spotlight than her baby 
sister. 

“I played outfield, and I liked 
not having to be the one that would 
get all the pressure on my shoulders,” 
Melissa says.

“‘Attention’ is the word,” McCall 
interrupts, smiling.

“I will tell you, one thing that’s 
different between Melissa and Mc-
Call,” Phil says. “Melissa was a very 
strong batter, and she would hit home 
runs. And she said to me one time, 

MCCALL LANGFORD
Langford and her mother, Harriet, dance by a lake on a summer day.

“I know it’s a cliché, but 
we’re taking things one day 
at a time. You have to pay to 
attention to the little things 
and make adjustments.”

- Greg Frady



As a member of electro-punk 
groundbreakers Le Tigre, JD Samson 
established herself as an icon in the 
LGBT community. Having come out 
as a teenager, she’s been a voice for 
the community since the early 2000s. 
Le Tigre is now on hiatus, but she’s 
still bringing her message and sweaty 
dance parties to the masses with her 
new group, MEN.  

This group might be hard to 
Google, but its presence will be hard 
to ignore when it storms the EARL 
on Sunday. 

“We try our hardest to create 
a show that’s really powerful and 
strong,” Samson said.

Judging from her track record, it 
looks like she’s telling the truth — Le 
Tigre was renowned for its rambunc-
tious performances, and “Decepta-
con” is still at the top of many DJs’ 
playlists.

MEN has a dance-pop sound 
somewhat akin to Le Tigre’s but with 
a noticeable reduction in punk influ-
ence. The Talking Heads and Joan 
Armatrading are among the group’s 
chief stylistic influences, and when 
that’s coupled with the dance party 
beats behind real guitar and bass, it 

becomes a fusion of genres unlike 
any other.

Samson said MEN strives to 
connect with the audience on a per-
sonal level. The group has played 
Atlanta once before, and Samson said 
they are excited to return.

“People paying good money to 
come to our shows want to see some-
thing more than us just playing the 
songs from the record,” she said. “It’s 
really a conversation between us and 
the audience.”

The group has a semi-fluid line-
up, so calling it a collective is more 
accurate. The project started when 
Samson and her Le Tigre bandmate 
Johanna Fateman began creating 
music together. The two eventually 
decided to merge with Samson’s oth-
er band, Hirstute, and thus the new 
MEN was born.

MEN’s touring lineup is Sam-
son, Michael O’Neill of the Ladybug 

Transistor and Tami Hart. Fateman 
has stepped back to focus on her new 
child and hair salon. Ginger Brooks 
Takahashi of LTTR was also a mem-
ber, but has decided to pursue a ca-
reer in art instead.

Samson usually helms the syn-
thesizer during performances, toss-
ing in some vocal work as well, but 
the members switch instruments 
sometimes in their recorded mate-
rial.

The members of MEN come 
from so many different bands that no 
one type of fan appears at a typical 
performance. 

“I think there are Le Tigre fans 
come who want to see what’s going 
on, but there’s also a new generation 
of fans who don’t know that much 
about Le Tigre but have heard of 
MEN,” Samson said.

The band released its full-
length, Talk About Body, in Feb. via 
IAMSOUND Records, and another is 
already in the works.  

Le Tigre focused heavily on is-
sues relevant to the LGBT commu-
nity, and MEN is out to do the same. 

“It’s just in our nature to write 
songs that mean something,” Samson 
said. “We’re usually thinking about 
what’s happening around us in the 
world.” 
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MEN WITH ROMY
WHEN April 3, 8 p.m.
WHERE The EARL, 488 Flat 
Shoals Ave.
ADDITIONAL INFO $10, 21 
and up

JD Samson of Le Tigre’s new MEN

CASS BIRD
JD Sampson (center), best known for her work with electro-punk band 
Le Tigre, now fronts the similarly-minded MEN.

Samson and her Le Tigre buds 
recently co-produced the Christina 
Aguilera tune “My Girls” for her 2010 
release, Bionic, a move that brought 
them even further into the spotlight. 

“[Aguilera] is a really awesome 
vocalist and a hard worker,” Samson 
said. “She’s just really good at her 
job.” 

So is MEN like Le Tigre? In 
some ways, they’re very much alike. 
Both create simple, energetic and 
charged tunes about LGBT-centric 
topics, and they both appreciate a 
good excuse to get down. However, 

MEN differs in that it’s a collective, 
which allows new creative input to 
be inserted into the mix at different 
points.

If you plan on attending this 
show, you’ll need to know some 
things. First, wear comfortable shoes 
— you’ll be dancing a lot. Second, 
don’t expect a show with nothing to 
offer lyrically, because the issues in 
these songs are as serious as it gets. 
If you want to meet Samson, look for 
the slender mustachioed woman in 
the Buddy Holly glasses. Above all, 
get ready for a stellar performance.

By ZACK KRAIMER
Staff Writer

Going only on the trailer, Source 
Code didn’t look like all that special. 
It seemed like another run-of-the-
mill, action-packed industry flick. It 
didn’t quite catch my eye — at first. 
Then I realized that Duncan Jones 
was the director. My thoughts began 
to change. 

Jones was responsible for 
2009’s beautiful sci-fi gem Moon, 
which was also his film debut. After 
getting his name out with a hard sci-
fi indie film, it seemed odd that his 
next project would be one with a big 
chance of commercial success, but 
I gave him the benefit of the doubt. 
He is David Bowie’s son, after all. 
Thankfully, he made it worth my 
while. 

Source Code isn’t exactly what 
the advertisements imply. It’s not 
an over-the-top, action-packed, love 
story on a train. Yes, there is action, 
yes, there is a subtle love story, and 
yes, there is a train. But Jones doesn’t 
allow the Speed-style triteness to get 
in the way of the real story at hand. 
Now, I can’t go into too much detail 
about the film unless I slap a giant 
spoiler alert sticker at the top of the 
article. There are some surprises in 
the film that need to be experienced 
to be fully appreciated.

I sat down with Duncan Jones 

Duncan Jones: Cracking the ‘Source Code’
By CHRISTIAN PEREZ
Staff Writer

to get some insight on Source Code. 
“I read it and thought it was 

terrific,” he said. “It was so fast-
paced compared to Moon, so I got 
excited.” 

He said that though both 
Source Code and Moon share some 
similar themes and concepts, what 
drew him to the project were actu-
ally all of the differences. Jones set 
out to make a film unlike his last 
while staying true to his still-fresh 
sci-fi roots. And he succeeded. 

With the obvious differences 
between his works — one being a 
low-budget indie film (Moon) and 
the other being a film that has more 
commercial appeal — I was curious 
about his feelings toward the differ-
ent styles of filmmaking

“I want to have the illegitimate 
child of independent filmmaking 
and budget to make it,” he said. “I 
made Moon because I wanted to 

JONATHAN WENK
From left: Jake Gyllenhaal, Duncan Jones and Michelle Monaghan on 
the set of Source Code.

SEE SOURCE CODE, PAGE 18

The women are sketched, 
drawn, photographed, captured or 
molded onto a manipulated canvas 
of choice. The artists use clocks, vi-
nyl records, wood, paper and mirrors 
to create black women in unique but 
often synonymous elements. Some 
listen to whispers in black and white, 
while others shout words in the dark-
ness. They journey on bikes and sit 
at storefronts. They exhibit beauty, 
strength, distress, empowerment and 
creation.  

These visual stories comprise 
Esoteric Lore, an art exhibit that ad-
dresses the often one-dimensional 
and marginalized representation of 
black women today and throughout 
history. 

“In this exhibit we are saying 
’Hey, [black women] are beautiful — 
the site of motherhood and creation.’ 
They are the creators in the literal 
and artistic sense and we want to 
celebrate that,” Taryn Lee Crenshaw, 
the show’s organizer, said.

The show, which is being held 
at the Auburn Avenue Research Li-
brary, aims to be an international 
traveling exhibition that communi-
cates the true legacy of black women 

through art and words.  
“Black women have historically 

been degraded and exploited,” Cren-
shaw said. “Even to just say margin-
alized is [not enough]. But the pur-
pose of this exhibit is to start seeing 
ourselves in one another and maybe 
change how we interact with one an-
other.” 

The Esoteric Lore collective is 
eight black women: Corinne Stevie 
Francilus, Iman Person, Nikita Gale, 
Michelyah, Elizah Turner, Faatimah 
Stevens, Crystal E. Monds and Cren-
shaw herself.

Monds said the exhibit’s pur-
pose is not meant to simply counter-
attack the negative portrayal of black 
women, but to show them in the real 
time. 

Upstart art collective 
celebrates black women
By ANNABELLA JEAN-LAURENT
Associate Campus Life Editor ESOTERIC LORE

WHEN Daily
WHERE Auburn Avenue 
Research Library, 101 Auburn 
Ave.
ADDITIONAL INFO The 
exhibit runs through April 
30. For more information, 
visit www.esotericlore.org.

SEE ESOTERIC LORE, PAGE 18
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Béla Fleck, Zakir Hussain and 
Edgar Meyer don’t look particularly 
impressive when they stand onstage. 
In fact, they give the impression of 
a trio of middle-aged guys about to 
grab a beer after work, or maybe play 
a game of pickup basketball. 

But when they start playing, 
something changes. The air turns 
electric, the music stirs something 
essential within the audience and the 
performers’ faces contort with “the 
ecstasy of discovering the sameness 
in ourselves,” as Hussain put it.

Turns out, these aren’t your av-
erage Joes. Fleck is, without exag-
geration, the best banjo player in the 
world. His genre-bending body of 
work ranges from bluegrass to jazz 
to classical to world music and spans 
more than three decades. Hussain is 
world renowned for his work with 
the tabla — a pair of Indian hand 
drums — and Meyer is a legendary 
bassist. 

The trio takes listeners on an in-
tense, virtuosic musical journey that 
spans genres from around the world. 
They’re set to hit the stage at the Ri-
alto Center for Performing Arts April 
2.

The music varies so much from 
song to song — and often within piec-
es — that it almost eludes definition. 
It’s at times playful, gorgeous and in-
tense, and sometimes all three. The 
tabla drives the music forward, while 
the bass gives it body and depth. Atop 
it all is the banjo, bright with “metal-

lic fluency,” in Fleck’s words, and 
blindingly fast.

The sense of melody is impecca-
ble, and the rhythm is both complex 
and utterly intuitive. It’s challeng-
ing music, yes, but it’s also a delight 
to listen to. Seeing it performed live 
only adds to the experience; the 
men play so fast, it almost seems like 
you’re witnessing an optical illusion. 

Even though they hail from 
different cultures and areas of the 
world, all the boundaries fall down 
when Fleck, Hussain and Meyer per-
form. It’s genuinely difficult to wrap 
your head around how three individ-
uals can play so cohesively.  What’s 
even more remarkable is the fact that 
much of it is improvised.

“You have certain ideas that you 
walk onstage with, but how you de-
velop those ideas and how you inter-
act is something of a spontaneous na-
ture,” Hussain said. “Even though we 
play music that we have some com-
posed elements to, we’re still looking 
to find a way to make it fresh and new 
every time we play, so that it excites 
us and keeps us interested.”

When they perform, they look 

almost unaware of the audience. 
Their eyes might be closed, maybe a 
little smile playing across their faces, 
but ultimately, they’re lost in the mu-
sic.

“It’s a funny thing, but when the 
show is really going well — it’s like no 
one is home,” Fleck wrote in an email 
to The Signal. “I can’t remember 
much of what happened  musically, 
afterward, if it went well. It’s a sort 
of a flow situation. If I can remember 
what was played, usually it is because 
of mistakes!”

Although their reasons for start-
ing to play music differ — for Fleck, it 
was hearing Earl Scruggs for the first 
time, and for Hussain, it was follow-
ing in the footsteps of his father, the 
legendary tabla player Ustad Alla Ra-
kha Qureshi — it’s clear these artists 
continue to play because of a shared 
love for their craft, their instruments 
and for music as a whole. Fleck in 
particular said he hopes that he can 
continue to improve as a musician 
and that his career can serve as an 
inspiration.

“Outside of myself, I am hopeful 
that what I do can be a positive thing 
for people,” Fleck wrote. “Sometimes 
it’s good to see someone pursuing 
their dreams and it can inspire folks.”

Hussain spoke eloquently 
when he described what he hopes 
to achieve through his live perfor-
mances.

“Everybody has these lofty 
ideas: ‘I want to make the world a bet-
ter place to be, and I want to through 
music achieve world peace,’” he said, 
gently scoffing. “We are a small part 

Scholars of sound perform at Rialto

JIM MCGUIRE
Don’t be fooled by their age — these dudes can wail. 

By BROOKE MARSHALL
Copy Editor BÉLA FLECK, ZAKIR 

HUSSAIN, EDGAR 
MEYER
WHEN April 2, 8 p.m.
WHERE Rialto Center for 
the Arts, 80 Forsyth St.
ADDITIONAL INFO Tickets 
cost $45-$71.

of what goes on in the world. … But 
if for that moment that the audiences 
are in the theater, if we can get it to 
a point where they can forget their 
worries, leave all their tensions and 

nervousness outside the theater, and 
for that moment slide with us into a 
zone that is a world of pristine en-
ergy, that’s enough.”

In recent years, the horror genre 
has seen an influx of gore and vio-
lence. Instead of being scared, audi-
ences are trying to keep their last 
meals down, covering their eyes to 
avoid seeing mangled and gushing 
guts. Even worse, horror movie plots 
are more formulaic than ever.  

But now there’s Insidious. The 
makers of Saw and Paranormal Activ-
ity combine elements of a good scare 
while challenging what moviegoers 
think they know about horror films.

Josh (Patrick Wilson) and Re-
nai (Rose Byrne) assume their new 
house is haunted. Fearing for the 
safety of their three children (includ-
ing their comatose son played by Ty 
Simpkins), they move into a new 
place — only to discover the house 
wasn’t haunted. Their son is.

With the conclusion of the Saw 
franchise, James Wan, director, and 
Leigh Whannell, writer, wanted to 
create a horror film that was not only 
scary and creepy but also original.

Insidious was shot in only 22 
days, which Wan said was tough. He 
was able to pull it off though.

“If you go into a project with 
knowing exactly what you want, then 

you can just hit it and move forward 
and make it work,” he said. 

For Insidious, Whannell had 
two roles — as writer and actor (the 
ghost-buster character Specs).

Both had their appeals, he said. 
As writer, Whannell said he kept his 
own schedule, which was torturous 
at times. Acting, he said, is more fun 
because people “fuss” over you.

To prepare for the role, Whan-
nell and Angus Sampson, the other 
half of the ghost-buster duo, met up 
with real ghost-busters who took 
them to an abandoned hospital in Los 
Angeles. Whannell also talked with 
a medium. Living with Sampson for 
more than 10 years, he said, also con-
tributed to their bizarre, yet realistic 
bond in Insidious.

The inspiration for the scares 
was based on stories they heard from 
their friends and families, Wan said. 
Whannell, who never experienced 
paranormal activity before, hoped 
that someone would appear in the 
abandoned hospital, but no one did.

An element to the Wan-Whan-
nell trademark is their usage of 
unique contraptions. With Insidious, 
they introduced audiences to more 
gadgets, such as the gas mask con-
traption.

“The design process takes an 

‘Insidious’: Short 
production, lasting scares

ample amount of time and the mak-
ing of it was actually pretty quick,” 
Wan said.

“I think we push ourselves to 
come up with something that’s a lit-
tle different,” Whannell said. “We’re 
big prop fanatics… it’s us wanting to 
put a stamp of originality on the stuff 
we do.”

Something that Insidious will do 
is make audiences laugh. For a horror 
film, the thought of laughing is quite 
unimaginable.

 Whannel said that he and 
James would “rather have people 
kind of giggling at [their] originality 
than just, you know, watching a film 

that sits tight in the middle ground.”
Whannell explained that upon 

watching the re-release of The Exor-
cism, a film raved in the ‘70s as one 
of the scariest films of all time, it elic-
ited laughter from the teenage audi-
ence. He realized then the audience 
has changed.

“It’s hard to get past people’s 
wall in today’s era,” Whannell said. 

To combat, they deliberately in-
cluded funny characters so that the 
audience would laugh at the them, 
and not misdirect their laughter to-
ward a scene that is supposed to be 
scary.

Collectively, the two are mulling 

over a sci-fi idea which has a good 
chance of being their next project 
together.

“James and I were both thinking 
about making something outside the 
horror genre and we both feel like a 
sci-fi film is something that is so far 
removed, but it’s different enough 
that it won’t be the same old thing,” 
Whannell said.

One of Wan’s next films is Night-
fall, an adaptation of a graphic novel 
about a prison run by vampires.

Insidious hits theaters nation-
wide April 1.

By EMILY YANG
Staff Writer

FILMDISTRICT
The guys who made Saw and Paranormal Activity just made another, even creepier film: Insidious. 
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make feature films. … Source Code 
was the opportunity to work with 
some big-name actors, to work with 
Jake [Gyllenhaal] who I was a big fan 
of, work in the Hollywood system 
with some more money, some more 
toys to play with. The next film I’d 
like to do would be something I’ve 
written myself with the same kind of 
money that I did Source Code on, and 
hopefully we’ll take it from there and 
see how that goes down.” 

Jones is a director who focuses 
on making quality films — the kind 
he would love to see. It’s exciting to 
know he is making a name for him-
self beyond his father’s, and it won’t 
be surprising if in the future he be-
comes a force to be reckoned with.

Jones told me his next project 
will be another sci-fi film. 

“[I’m] writing a science fiction 
film right now,” he said. “And un-
fortunately, as much as I am enthu-
siastic about talking about it, I can’t 
really say much more than that, but 
it’s going to be as different as Source 

Code is from Moon.” 
He promised that the film will 

be rife with action but will fall easily 
in line with his repertoire. But Jones 
said that though he is establishing 
himself in the sci-fi world, he would 
like to explore other genres. 

“I was massively jealous but also 
excited when Tarantino did Inglou-
rious Basterds,” he said. “I’m a huge 
‘guys on a mission’ fan. … By the time 
I am ready to make one of those films, 
I think Inglourious Basterds will have 
been long enough ago that maybe 
people will be ready for another kind 
of film like that. I’d love to do some-
thing like that.” 

He’s already proved that he is 
not a one-trick pony with the heavy 
atmosphere of Moon and the quick-
paced segments of Source Code. Fans 
should not fret his eventual venture 
into new territory. 

If you’re on the fence or just 
not sure about Source Code, see it. 
Give it the chance it deserves. It’s a 
smart film by a fantastic director, and 
though I had my doubts, it did not let 
me down. Watch it. It will surprise 
you.

JONATHAN WENK
A fiery scene from Duncan Jones’ Source Code. 

>> SOURCE CODE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

“We do want to stray people 
from what they usually get because 
we don’t usually see real-life aspects 
of people of color. So I think it’s im-
portant to show that strength and 
those different aspects of humanity 
as a whole,” she said.

“Let’s also say that because 
black women have gone through ev-
erything that we’ve been through — 
that strength speaks to the strength 
of humanity,” Crenshaw added. “For 
me that has been the point of evolu-
tion for this exhibit.”

In their exploration of black 
womanhood, the artists hope to 
honor and celebrate both their an-

cestry and present-day experiences 
through dialogue, art and community 
involvement.

The artists also want to include 
women of the global community in 
their movement. 

“Eventually we would like in-
volve those in the community in the 
cities we travel to,” Monds said. “If 
we go to Belize we want women who 
live in Belize in the show.”

“This is more than just about art 
to us. We want people to be touched 
spiritually and have people’s minds 
and hearts be transformed,” Cren-
shaw said. “Even if they don’t know 
or understand it — the beauty of art 
makes it so that they will still be af-
fected by it.

>> ESOTERIC LORE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

AN-MAG.COM/CORRINNE STEVIE
A mixed media collage on a vintage record by Corrinne Stevie.

Street artists have a new — and 
financially friendly — outlet to turn 
to when the Krog tunnel walls are 
full: Streetela. 

Founded by photographer Na-
than Bolster, Streetela is a platform 
to introduce independent, urban 
works of art to appreciative art lov-
ers. 

Bolster said he realized there 
was a need for urban artists and 
designers to have a platform to dis-
play their artwork and garner new 
support, so he established Street-
ela. Bolster offers more than that, 
though. Streetela is a “co-operative 
brand” that gives artists the chance 
to promote themselves as a brand. 

“The concept of a co-operative 
brand is the [idea] that the artists all 
design the pieces that are being sold 
[and that] they are getting a direct 
percentage of those sales; roughly 
about half of the proceeds,” Bolster 
said. 

With creative fields ranging 
from painting to wheat pasting, 
graphic design to photography, and, 
according to artist The $tatus Fac-
tion’s bio, a “variety in method and 
media with no mold,” Streetela’s 
definition of street art is limitless. 
Whether the work is displayed in 
a gallery or on a wall facing a busy 
street, the main objective for Street-
ela is to promote their artists’ imagi-
nations. 

Streetela’s website features 
each artist’s bio and samples of 
their work. Each day blog posts are 
added; some posts include short 
documentaries on the artists. Even 
better: Supporters can purchase ap-
parel designed exclusively for the 
Streetela brand. 

“The greatest thing about 
Streetela is the excitement and en-
ergy [the group is] bringing to this 
project. They’ve [got] great videos 
for all the artists involved,[they] 
keep their blog full of interesting 
things going on in the world and 
have love for the artists they’re rep-
resenting and want us to be happy 
and have fun with this project,” said 
Edgar English of the art duo Paper 
Twins.

By serendipity or strategic 
planning, Bolster’s Streetela project 
launched in early August of 2010, 
around the same time as the Living 
Walls Conference, a three-day exhi-
bition of some of the world’s most 
dynamic street artists. Bolster ap-

Streetela: Creativity meets commerce
By WHITNEY JONES
Staff Writer

proached one of the Living Walls co-
founders, Mónica Campana, about 
the Streetela brand obtaining one 
of the many walls commissioned 
for the conference artists to display 
their works. In tandem, while pro-
moting the conference, Bolster used 
his website to create profiles for 10 
of the artists and sell Living Walls 
apparel, featuring work from the 
artists.

On April 9, Streetela will hold 
an official launch gallery exhibi-
tion, which will include an exhibit 

of collections from 15 street artists 
and a fashion show highlighting 
artist-emblazoned apparel. Curated 
by Campana, this launch will serve 
as Streetela’s more formal introduc-
tion to the urban street art world. 

“Not all of [the artists] work 
in a gallery, not all of them work 
in the streets, but collectively, they 
represent the local, independent art 
movement that’s going on,” Bolster 
said. “With this show, we wanted to 
stay really local. There are a lot of 
people doing a lot of great work all 
around this country and all around 
the world, but we really wanted to 
feature the scene in Atlanta that’s 
coming up real quickly.”

Promoting the artists is Bol-
ster’s main goal for Streetela. 

“The artists are stronger to-
gether than apart. They’re going to 
have a wider audience; more people 
will get to see them,” he said. 

Considering the freedom Stree-
tela allows artists, guests might be 
surprised by how varied the works 
at the exhibit are. 

“The street has become anoth-
er medium [for creative expression]. 
Street art oftentimes gets lumped 
in with graffiti, but it’s becoming 
something much greater than that,” 
Bolster said. 

STREETELA 
EXHIBITION AND 
LAUNCH
WHEN April 9, 8-11:30 p.m.
WHERE 900 DeKalb Ave.
ADDITIONAL INFO 
The free event includes 
a performance from 
Carnivores.
PERFORMING ARTISTS 
Allen Taylor, Betwo, Doit, 
Dorothy Stucki, Evereman, 
Feral Child, Geewhiz, Mike 
Germon, Paper Twins, Joy 
Phrasavath, Josh Fiegert, 
Joe Tsambiras, Nikita Gale, 
Ola Bad, PLF.

PAPER TWINS
Street art by the Paper Twins, a pair of female artists participating in 
the Streetela launch. 

PLF
Artist PLF is one of several artists involved in Streetela.



LW TW Album/Artist/Label

06 01 Bellow 
Slater Canyon (Manimal Vinyl)

22 02 Wounded Rhymes 
Lykke Li (Atlantic)

01 03 Underneath the Pine 
Toro y Mol (Carpark)

11 04 Win Win 
Win Win (Vice) 

07 05 Civilian
Wye Oak (Merge) 

08 06 Port Entropy 
Shugo Tokumaru (Polyvinyl)

17 07 Zonoscope 
Cut Copy (Modular) 

26 08 Summer Echoes 
Sin Fang (Morr Music)

29 09 Asleep on the Floodplain 
Six Organs of Admittance (Drag City) 

02 10 Reptilians 
Starfucker (Polyvinyl)

09 11 Colour Trip 
Ringo Deathstarr (Sonic Unyon)

10 12 Lives and Treasure
Acrylics (Friendly Fire)

18 13 Voltaire Twins 
Voltaire Twins

27 14 Constant Future 
Parts & Labor (Jagjaguwar) 

28 15 Alexander 
Alexander (Vagrant Community) 

30 16 Only Mountain: The Remixes 
Take (Alpha Pub)

04 17 Anna Calvi 
Anna Calvi (Domino) 

12 18 Bad Time Zoo 
Sims (Doomtree) 

19 19 Cape Dory
Tennis (Fat Possum)

20 20 Let England Shake 
PJ Harvey (Vagrant) 

23 21 Boys and Diamonds 
Rainbow Arabia (Kompakt) 

24 22 Smoke Ring for My Halo 
Kurt Vile (Matador) 

25 23 Flora 
Fredrik (The Kora) 

03 24 Explicit Pictures 
We Are Enfant Terrible (Last Gang)

— 25 No Color 
Dodos (Frenchkiss) 

— 26 Summer Echoes 
Sin Fang (Morr Music)

— 27 The Golden Record 
Little Scream (Secretly Canadian) 

— 28 All Eternals Deck 
The Mountain Goats (Merge) 

— 29 Oh Land 
Oh Land (Epic) 

— 30 The Head and the Heart 
The Head and the Heart (Sub Pop)

Lush indie folk-
pop that takes an 
experimental risk 
with song structure on 
occasion, but remains 
easy on the ears with 
rustic, breathy female 
vocals and memorable 
melodies. 

More than a decade into the 
career of Britney Spears, any expec-
tations for artistic growth should be 
thrown aside. It’s clear that, unlike 
her pop diva predecessors Madonna 
and Janet Jackson, any attempts at 
lyrical profundity are ignored.

With that in mind, Femme Fa-
tale, the seventh studio album from 
Spears, should be viewed in the con-
text of both her more recent efforts 
and the works of current pop con-
temporaries (including Katy Perry, 
Ke$ha and Rihanna). In that context, 
Femme Fatale is a qualified success 
for Miss Spears.

Femme Fatale combines the he-
donistic nature of 2007’s Blackout, 
made in the middle of Spears’ public 
descent, and the pop friendly sounds 
of that album’s follow-up, 2008’s Cir-
cus. By bringing on board Dr. Luke 
and Max Martin as the album’s ex-
ecutive producers, Femme Fatale 
produces a result akin to the duo’s 
similar task taking on Katy Perry’s 
Teenage Dream — namely, the pop 
sound that dominates the airwaves 
these days dominates the album, 
since the duo both jointly and sepa-
rately produce more than half of the 
album’s 12 tracks.

That’s not to say the tracks are 
bad — far from it, actually. Dr. Luke 
and Martin bring their best material 
to Femme Fatale, easily the biggest 
album the two have co-produced to 
date. Their songs, including singles 
“Hold It Against Me” and “Till the 
World Ends,” introduce new ele-
ments of electro-pop and dubstep 
into Spears’ repertoire and distin-
guish themselves (slightly) from 
the glut of pop dominating airwaves 
these days.

When Martin works with an-
other of his proteges, Shellback, over 
Dr. Luke, the results are more inter-
esting. Two of the album’s highlights, 
“I Wanna Go” and “Criminal,” are 
fresher than Martin’s co-productions 
with Dr. Luke, with the former song 
in particular having strong potential 
as a future single.

Because Dr. Luke and Martin 
have such a standard sound, though, 
it’s left to the producers of a handful 
of other tracks to bring musical di-
versity to the album.

Bloodshy, part of the production 

Britney Spears
Femme Fatale
Jive

Spears’ producers work hard — Spears doesn’t
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duo responsible for Spears’ “Toxic” 
and “Piece of Me,” among other rel-
atively recent Spears singles, gives 
Femme Fatale two songs. Of the two, 
“How I Roll” has more fun with its 
lyrics, with Spears’ distinctive slur 
offering audible double entendres 
that would likely not be present with 
a clearer vocalist.

Elsewhere, “Big Fat Bass” finds 
Spears doing her best Fergie impres-
sion to production by will.i.am, who 
also contributes a rap on the song. In 
spite of the increasing monotony of 
will.i.am’s production style, “Bass” 
manages to be a highlight of the al-
bum. Maybe it’s because the song 
keeps Spears talking more often 
than singing, which makes the vocals 
clearer.

Also maintaining a fresh sound 
is “(Drop Dead) Beautiful,” produced 
by frequent Dr. Luke collaborator 
Benny Blanco. The song’s thumping 
beat gives an air of attitude which 
makes the song pop amongst the 
beats found elsewhere on the album.

If there’s really a complaint to be 
made against the album, it’s the lack 
of effort put forth by Spears. While 
she sounds largely engaged on this 
album, the album also feels incon-
gruous to her image. The album that 
Femme Fatale will be most compared 
to is Blackout, but where that album 
came out at a time where the public 
was well aware of Spears’ partying 
behavior, Femme Fatale comes when 
the public knows she’s is still under 
the supervision of her father and 
manager — and when she seems most 
content to be a mother to her sons.

The difference between the 
hookup-ready Spears found on the 
album and the stay-at-home real-life 
Spears stands out in a time where 
other pop stars have lives that seem 
to match with what they’re singing. 
That’s why, for all the effort put in by 
the various producers and songwrit-
ers on this album, it falls just short of 
being Spears’ best work.

— Elijah Sarkesian,
Production Editor

Dreamy Icelandic indie 
pop that will give you 
goose bumps. 

If PJ Harvey had taken 
a detour down a rural 
dirt road in the ‘90s, it 
would sound like this 
Montreal band.

Perez Hilton-approved 
pop boasting 
vocals like that of a 
sugar-coated Amy 
Winehouse. If you’re 
down with Lykke Li, 
take a trip to Oh Land.

In 2001, The Strokes were hailed 
as the saviors of rock. The band’s de-
but, This is It, alongside others from 
the Hives and the Vines, helped reig-

The Strokes
Angles
RCA

nite the garage rock genre, and rock 
fans were hopeful for a new dawn. 
As the Strokes prepared to release 
their first album after a five-year hia-
tus, some fans harbored incredibly 
high hopes that a new Strokes album 
would be revolutionary enough to 
jump-start the music business. An-
gles is here, and although it doesn’t 
quite live up to fans’ hopes, it’s a fresh 
sound for the New York City outfit.

Angles is very much an album 
revolving around a central point, 
with very heavy new-wave influence. 
It’s easy to see that each song begins 
at the same place — a classic Strokes 
song like “Reptilia” or “Last Nite” for 
example. The next stage after that 
seems to be making it sound as un-
characteristic of the band’s past work 
as possible. The intro to “Two Kinds 
of Happiness” explores nostalgia for 
’80s music with pounding bass and 
echoing drums before erupting into 
a spiraling guitar solo and some of 
the best vocals frontman Julian Casa-
blancas has produced in years.

These experiments aren’t lim-
ited to a single method though. “Call 
Me Back” takes a completely differ-
ent approach, opting for the band’s 
interpretation of minimalistic rock. 
Immediately following that is the up-
beat and poppy “Gratisfaction” with 
optimistic lyrics and a sing-along 
chorus that’s a departure from stan-
dard Strokes fare.

Though the thematic changes 
might be initially off-putting, fans 
will still recognize the Strokes in the 
essence of each song. Casablancas’ 
famously boozy vocals are just as 
memorable as they were in the band’s 
debut, though taking a new direction 
musically has brought out more in 
each member. Especially deserving 
of praise are bassist Nikolai Fraiture 
and drummer Fab Moretti. Their 
playing is masterful, remaining com-
posed and restrained throughout the 
album — a heavy task considering the 
diversity of the track list.

Though the band’s exodus 
from basic lo-fi garage is commend-
able, it doesn’t mean each song is a 
winner. Several songs maintain the 
same qualities that made Casablan-
cas’ Phrazes for the Young and First 
Impressions of Earth, the band’s last 
release, so frustrating. Insistence 
on mantra-like repetition of lyr-
ics in “You’re So Right” makes the 
song completely uninteresting. The 
same can be said of “Games,” which 
has ’70s inspired synths that sound 
more dated than like a reference. 
Sudden starts and stops, another 
standby from Phrazes for the Young, 
are equally frustrating, all but killing 
any momentum a song may have had 
going for it.

Angles is an album completely 
separated from but arbitrarily tied 
to the Strokes’ past. It’s a fascinating 
new direction for a band with such 
a laudable reputation. Although the 

SEE THE STROKES, PAGE 20

Edward Sharpe and 
The Magnetic Zeros’ 
frontman goes solo, but 
brings his whistling 
along for his folk-pop 
debut. 



group could have easily returned to 
standard lo-fi music, it wouldn’t have 
stood out from any other lo-fi offer-
ings on the market. It’s aggravating, 
however, that the same qualities that 
mired down Phrazes and First Im-
pressions plague this album as well.

— Michael Rabalais, Staff Writer

Atlanta Events

Want to see an event in this space? Contact Jhoni Jackson at 
signalentertainment@gmail.com with the event name, time, 
date, location and a brief description.

TUESDAY, MARCH 29

Cold War Kids, Baths
Indie rock and ambient electronic pop together on one bill? It’s an odd 
combination, but considering you can dance to both acts, the mash-up 
might actually be a stroke of genius. 
The Masquerade, 695 North Ave. // 8 p.m. // $18, 21 and up 

Hawks, GG King, Turf War, The F—king Hotlights
Release some aggression at this generally ear-assaulting show. 
529, 529 Flat Shoals Ave. // 9 p.m. // $5, 21 and up 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30

Underlying Themes Showcase
Electronica and hip-hop collide at the multimedia production 
company’s show, which features B—ch Please, t8r(tot) and Ployd. 
The Five Spot, 1123 Euclid Ave. // 9 p.m. // $5, 21 and up

THURSDAY, MARCH 31

Lobster Mobster Poetry Collective Reading
Hear works by poets in the collective, including Scott Irvine, Lindsey 
Elcessor, Jared Dawson, Amanda Bryan, Ben Leake and former Signal 
news editor Daniel Beauregard. 
Kavarna, 707 E. Lake Drive // 8 p.m. // Free, all ages

FRIDAY, APRIL 1

Big in Japan Art Show
Chris Hamer’s solo exhibition is a showcase of Tom Waits-inspired art. 
For more on Hamer, see www.urbnpop.com.
Octane Coffee Bar and Lounge, 1009-B Marietta St. // 7 p.m. // Free, 
all ages

Ocha La Rocha
Atlanta’s up-and-coming Southern rock band (there’s more than just 
the Black Crowes, folks) plays two sets in one night. They’ll rock tunes 
from their recent EP Stealing Time, of course, but expect to hear new 
tracks from their upcoming full-length, too.
Elliot Street Pub, 51 Elliot St. // 10 p.m. // $5-$10, 21 and up

SATURDAY, APRIL 2

International Pillow Fight Day
The annual war of the pillows descends upon Atlanta again. Battlers are 
encouraged to don PJs (or a Snuggie, if that’s what you’re into) for the 
famously fun afternoon of attacking friends, strangers and anything else 
that gets in the way. Bring soft pillows only. The kindest of fighters will 
also bring garbage bag and a rake — there’s typically a mess of pillow 
guts to clean up afterward. 
Freedom Park in Little Five Points // 3 p.m. // Free, all ages

SUNDAY, APRIL 3

Atlanta SOUL Project Launch
The new organization seeks to raise funds for community-building 
projects. A $5 donation (or more, if you’re feeling extra charitable) gets 
you free soup from H. Harper Station and a show (Living Rooms and 
Abby Gogo). 
The Goat Farm, 1200 Foster St. // 7 p.m. // $5, all ages

MONDAY, APRIL 4

WWE Monday Night Raw
Smell that? It’s The Rock, and he’s cooking again. Only a day after 
hosting WrestleMania XXVII, he’ll take over the longstanding show. 
Philips Arena, 1 Philips Drive // 8:15 p.m. // $24-$79, all ages
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>> THE STROKES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

Chris Brown was once simply a 
young, pretty boy singer and danc-
er. Now he is something that more 
closely resembles his rap counter-
parts. Brown’s transformation from 
innocent (mostly) to bad boy has 
come full circle with his latest re-
lease, F.A.M.E.

The album opens on a fiery note 
with the emotional “Deuces” fea-
turing rappers Tyga and Kevin Mc-
Call. The song, which originally ap-
peared on his mixtape, Fan of a Fan, 
is an honest take on the struggles of 
getting over a relationship. But as 
Brown “chucks the deuces” to an old 
girlfriend and relationship, he is also 
saying goodbye to his former persona 
and typical expectations of his sound.  

F.A.M.E is Brown’s first album 
to feature a parental advisory sticker 
for its explicit content. Chris Brown 
makes good use of this warning to 
parents on “No Bullshit,” his ode to 
the late-night affairs of clubgoers. 
Brown’s tone here is different from 
anything we’ve heard from him be-
fore: “Three in the morning and you 
know I’m horny / So won’t you come 
over my place, and put smile on my 
face.” Songs like this, “Deuces” and 
his second official single, “Look at 
Me Now,” show Brown at his music-
making best. He’s fully embraced his 
new persona, and that confidence is 
evident on F.A.M.E.

But still, F.A.M.E. feels forced. 
The songs don’t really go together, 
like they’re just a collection of art-
ists and beats. Take “Yeah 3x,” the 
album’s first single which peaked at 
number 15 on the Billboard Hot 100, 
for instance. The song recalls “With 
You” and “Forever,” two of Brown’s 
biggest hits to date. But “Yeah 3x” 
sounds like an attempt to recreate a 
Brown that is so obviously no longer 
there. 

Even excusing Brown and his 
label’s attempt to reproduce the 
magic of the past, the rest of the al-
bum frankly isn’t that good — the 
songs sort of mindlessly run together 
after a few listens. There’s a Michael 
Jackson remake (“She Ain’t You”), 
a song with Justin Bieber (“Next to 
You”) and an overly and unnecessar-

Chris Brown
F.A.M.E.
Jive

ily sexed-up song featuring Ludacris 
(“Wet the Bed” — I’ll let you guess 
what this song is about). 

Though there are plenty of po-
tentially chart-topping songs on the 
album, but several weak links make 
the album uneven and mediocre.

Despite that, Chris Brown is 
back to his hit-making best—which 
doesn’t necessarily mean a complete-
ly solid release. With three songs in 
the Billboard Hot 100 at F.A.M.E.’s 
release, it’s clear that Chris Brown 
knows how to craft a radio friendly 
song. 

But as Brown ages, his subject 
matter does too, and not for the bet-
ter. Instead of addressing some of 
the issues that have surrounded his 
career (e.g. his alleged assault on Ri-
hanna), Brown has taken to singing 
about partying, finances and sexual 
prowess. Maybe that’s just the price 
of F.A.M.E.

— Michael Messing, Staff Writer

Juicy J and DJ Paul of the Acad-
emy Award-winning group Three 6 
Mafia packed their 10th LP, Laws of 
Power, with all the needed elements 
for any southern hip-hop collection: 
complex beats, bombastic voices and 
catchy hooks that usually get you to 
bob your head.

But instead of a head nod, the al-
bum gets a head-tilt. The group’s at-
tempt at appealing to the mainstream 
— which the boys have been doing for 
quite some time — is unsuccessful. In 
sum, Laws of Power is weak and of-
tentimes unbearable.  

The first track, “Feel It,” featur-
ing Flo Rida, Sean Kingston and DJ 
Tiesto, is a combination of jarring 
electronica that mashes horribly 
with the duo’s gritty voices. Tiesto’s 
production on this track is so harsh, 
it left me feeling violated.  

“Shots After Shots” is more of a 
buzzkill than a party starter. Featur-
ing Tech N9ne, the track combines 
piercing rock and heavy guitar riffs 
as the boys chant, “I’ma drink beer 
/ And I’ma get high / I’ma take shots 
’til the day that I die.”

The rest of the album is a glori-
fied let’s-get-crunk-and-die mani-
festo that doesn’t go hard enough to 
make it convincing. Instead, the boys 
ride the dance hip-hop wave that’s 
taking over the South and delivers 
tracks that remind me more of Miami 
than their native Memphis.

“Lil’ Freak (Ugh Ugh Ugh),” 
featuring Webbie, carries a slow and 
steady beat that is above average, and 
“Medicine” has funky synthesizer 
riffs coupled with a heavy beat.

DJ Paul has said the album’s 

Three 6 Mafia
Laws of Power
Sony

songs represent “the law of those 
trends” that has made their group 
successful in the past. But rather than 
setting trends on their new record, 
Three 6 is only boring listeners with 
a corporate-cutter sound that won’t 
appeal to their die-hard fans.

— Annabella Jean-Laurent,
Associate Campus Life Editor

Peter Bjorn and John is a band 
that seemed to be shackled to a single 
song. Their 2006 smash hit “Young 
Folks” reached media saturation, ap-
pearing in TV shows, commercials, 
Kanye West mixtapes and more. It’s 
2011 now, and any article about the 
band can’t seem to get by without 
mentioning how great “Young Folks” 
was. It’s truly a shame that the band 
can’t escape the shadow of its own 
success, as the Swedish band’s latest, 
Gimme Some, may not be as catchy 
or recognizable as “Young Folks” but 
stands as one of the most thoughtful-
ly-written and recorded albums of 
the year.

The name of the game in Gimme 
Some is texturing. From the ethereal 
“Tomorrow Has to Wait” to the swar-
thy “(Don’t Let Them) Cool Off,” ev-
ery song brings a completely unique 
sound. Expert post-production work 
along with hook-laden refrains keeps 
the album grounded. Songs flow into 
one another smoothly, retaining a 
distinct identity the whole time.

Beyond pure studio work, 
Gimme Some is fascinating in its in-
strumentation. Singer Peter Morén 
has one of the most versatile voices 
in rock, and Gimme Some might as 
well serve as his showcase piece. The 
same can be said of bandmates Bjorn 
Yttling and John Eriksson, whose 
guitar and drum work are equally 
worthy of praise. The band’s musi-
cianship is obvious within the first 
few tracks.

Coupled with exquisite song-
writing that mirrors psychedelic 
and surf-rock bands of the mid ‘60s, 
Gimme Some reminds audiences why 
songwriting is so important in the 
first place, with Morén promising 
on “Breaker Breaker” to “Stuff your 
mouth with all your riddles.” Verses 
may not always rhyme and phrasing 
may seem overlong, but clever word-
play and attitude more than make up 
for these missteps.

My biggest complaint with 
Gimme Some is its brevity, an aside 
that speaks more to the album’s qual-
ity. Gimme Some is an astoundingly 
solid album, and hopefully one that 
can help elevate the band out of their 
past success.

— Michael Rabalais, Staff Writer

Peter Bjorn and John
Gimme Some
Startime International
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Georgia State concluded their 
spring Distinguished Speaker Series 
on March 23 featuring best-selling 
author and literacy advocate, Daniel 
Baldacci. Baldacci spent an afternoon 
with attendees discussing his experi-
ences growing up, as a multiple best-
selling author and his work with All 
America Reads, a national reading 
program. 

Baldacci was born and raised 
in Virginia where he attended un-
dergrad at Virginia Commonwealth 
University and received a law degree 
from University of Virginia.

“I was a writer before I was a 
lawyer,” Baldacci said. “I began writ-
ing short stories and novels when 
I was eight and nine years old, but 
soon realized it’s very hard to make a 
living from writing.”

After spending nine years prac-
ticing law, Baldacci began to pursue 
writing professionally.  

“The more I read, the more I 
wrote, the more I wanted to be a 
writer,” Baldacci said.

During his address, Baldacci 
sarcastically characterized his life as 
a best-selling writer with fancy robes 
and assistants waiting to record his 
each and every thought.  He later 
reassured the audience that he lives 
a very normal life with his wife and 

two children.
As he recapped the first time he 

was recognized as a best-selling au-
thor, he said, “I felt as if it was hap-
pening to someone else…all I could 
do was stand there and stare. I told 
myself to enjoy it because the first 
time would only happen once.”

Baldacci has 20 best-selling nov-
els, with his next release premiering 
in April.  His books have sold in over 
80 countries, been translated in 37 
languages and have sold 40 million 
copies worldwide. Although his ac-
colades are extensive, Baldacci dis-
cussed his experience with rejection 
in the writing industry.

“Rejection is only negative if it 
dissuades you from doing something 
that you’re passionate about,” Balda-
cci said.

He spoke on how his writing 
pieces were rejected numerous times 
and how he submitted work to pub-
lications such as The New Yorker all 
the way to Playboy.  He advised the 
audience to treat rejection as a badge 
of honor because at least a story was 
written and finished— a task many 
don’t achieve.

“You must be very frank with 
yourself and ask, ‘Do I really want to 
write?’” said Baldacci. “If you say it’s 
because your day job sucks, then it 
probably isn’t right for you.”

One of Baldacci’s bestsellers 
provided an opportunity for him to 

become involved with literacy advo-
cacy.  His novel, Wish You Well, was 
chosen as the inaugural book for the 
America Reads program.  According 
to the website, America Reads is an 
initiative that strives, “to help ensure 
that every American child can read 
well and independently by the end of 
3rd grade.”

The novel was also recognized 
in Publisher’s Weekly.  He addressed 
what type of environment was most 
effective for him when writing his 
best-sellers.

“I’ve written on trains, planes 
and with crying kids in my lap,” Bal-
dacci said. “The only perfect place to 
write is in your head. You don’t have 
the perfect pen with the perfect pa-
per—it’s just as long as you are in the 
zone.”  

Baldacci informed aspiring 
writers on how to know if they truly 
are writers. 

“You know you are a writer be-
cause your mind keeps telling you so, 
it never stops going,” Baldacci said. 
“It never stops thinking about that 
next character, that next them or 
plot.”

He concluded with a blunt quote 
of, “life is too damn short.”  Baldacci 
believed we should spend less time 
worrying about the opinions and 
lives of others and begin to focus on 
what he believes is most important—
ourselves.

Best-selling author helps students turn a new page

JUDY KIM | SIGNAL
David Baldacci, author of several best-selling novels, gives a speech 
about his success and his inspiration as a writer.

By ANGEL R. WHITE
Campus Life Editor

Grammy-winning rapper and 
film actor Ludacris will be perform-
ing a spring concert on April 1 at the 
Georgia State Sports Arena. Doors 
open at 7 p.m. and the show starts at 
8 p.m. 

Campus Events and the Spot-
light Programs Board are co-spon-
soring the concert. 

“We did a survey from students 
last semester and Ludacris was one of 
the top three artists students wanted 
to see,” said Cara Dawn Jones, Cam-
pus Events Advisor. 

Ludacris is a three-time Gram-
my winner and released his latest al-
bum, Battle of the Sexes in 2010. Some 
the hits such as “My Chick Bad” and 
“Sex Room,” have helped him sell 
more than 12 million albums and the 
rapper has worked with some of the 
biggest names in hip-hop.  

However, his talents are not lim-
ited to music. Ludacris has also made 
a name for himself in both television 
and film--starring in his first major 
film, 2 Fast 2 Furious in 2003.

Since then, he has played a star-
ring role as the slick and corruptive 
Darius Parker on the eighth season 

of Law & Order: SVU.  Ludacris’ other 
film credits include roles in Crash, 
Hustle & Flow, and No Strings At-
tached.

He will soon be starring in New 
Year’s Eve, a film about the conver-
gence of the lives of various charac-
ters as they go about their New Year’s 
Eve in New York, according to IMDb.
com. Born in Illinois as Christopher 
Brian Bridges, Ludacris later moved 
to Atlanta with his family. He attend-
ed Banneker High School in College 
Park and graduated from Georgia 
State.

In 2000, he released his debut 
album, Back for the First Time, which 
received a Grammy nod for Best Rap 
Album in 2002. 

In addition to his music and 
acting careers, the rapper also cre-
ated a community outreach program 
called The Ludacris Foundation in 
2001. This non-profit foundation is 
designed to inspire and encourage 
young people to pursue their goals.

For more information please 
visit the Campus Events web-
site, under Forms, at www.
gsu.edu/studentevents, call 
404.413.1857 or email spot-
lightconcerts@gsu.edu.

KEVORK DJANSEZIAN
Three-time Grammy award winner Ludacris will be performing at the Sports Arena on April 1.

Georgia State alum Ludacris set for spring concert series
By KENDALL HARRIS
Staff Writer
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Back in 2003, David and Steven 
Cantor found themselves beat box-
ing during their morning car rides 
to school to past the time. One day, 
fourteen-year-old Steven decided to 
look into this new hobby that he dis-
covered. 

Becoming a fan of beat boxers 
like Kenny Muhammad and Rahzel, 
Steven quickly developed a passion 
for this craft. 

“[Beat boxing] is something that 
you can literally take with you any-
where and anytime,” Cantor said. 
“It’s almost like a little super power 
that you can whip out whenever and 
it catches everybody off guard.” 

Eight years later, Steven “Heav-
eN” Cantor is a senior at Georgia 
State majoring in film and video. 

In his free time, he has per-
formed in a Foot Locker commercial, 
done countless shows and recently 
returned from traveling the world 
with a renowned break dancing crew, 
HaviKoro. 

Cantor was able to perform for 
millions of people during their tour 

of five cities in India and also, got to 
bring the art of beat boxing to chil-
dren in third world countries. 

“Personally, I’ll tell you right 
now when I was put on this tour I 
didn’t really know what I was getting 
into,” Cantor said. “I didn’t realize 
how big it was. You’re talking about 
a multi-million dollar tour for like six 
people.” 

HaviKoro frequently tours 
around the world through American 
Voices, a not-for-profit organization 
that specializes in cultural exchanges 
abroad.

While they were there, the six 
would do workshops with a wide 
range of people. They taught adults 
at major universities and children 
who lived in very impoverished ar-
eas. 

“[We went] to the most under-
privileged places you could ever 
imagine and taught kids in the slums 
who have absolutely nothing,” Can-
tor said. “It makes you think, ‘I’m 
never going to go home and complain 
again.’” 

Cantor and HaviKoro got a 
chance to inspire the children to 
change their situation through the 

art of beat boxing and break dancing.
“The aim was to show them that 

anyone can do this. You don’t have 
to be rich, or have an instrument or 
have money to make something of 
yourself.”

While beat boxing had its origin 
in the early 1980s here in America, 
in a lot of other countries the genre 
is still brand new and getting off the 
ground.

“Here,[America] it’s such an un-
derground art that people don’t real-
ize that it still exists, yet everywhere 
else in the world its huge,” Cantor 
said.

The immense craving for the 
hip-hop culture in India is apparent 
in the size of the crowds Cantor and 
the break dancing crew performed 
for. Their largest show was for 1.5 
million people. 

“It’s weird being here not many 
people even have heard of beat box-
ing or if they have, they have a certain 
perspective of what it is,” Cantor said. 
“Go overseas, not only have people 
heard of you, it’s like a big deal. It’s an 
interesting demographic because it’s 
a whole new world of possibilities.” 

Cantor brings a piece of ‘HeaveN’ to India

NEIL PATEL 
Steven “HeaveN” Cantor performed his beat boxing for millions 
oversees. 

By JILLANA JONES
Staff Writer

It’s hard to imagine the world of 
hip-hop without its  early contribu-
tors such as  Grandmaster Flex, Salt-
N-Peppa, and Run DMC. However, 
among these artists- one  stands out 
as being among the first solo female 
rappers to change the rap industry 
for both men and women . 

This icon is none other than MC 
Lyte. She spoke to the Georgia State 
student body in honor of Women’s 
History Month and the 20th anniver-
sary of the Office of African-Ameri-
can Student Services and Programs 
on Thursday, March 24. 

The event started with music 
played by Georgia State’s own DJ Pe-
ter Parker, followed by an introduc-
tion by Miss Georgia State Univer-
sity, Annie Wilson, who took on the 
title of Mistress of Ceremony for the 
evening.

Wilson introduced all speak-
ers and entertainment guests and  
gave the audience information about 
OAASS&P and its services. She also 
shared that Georgia State is  ranked 
#4 in the nation for graduating Afri-
can-Americans, only falling behind 
historically black colleges and uni-
versities such as Howard University.

The first guest to perform was 
Morehouse grad and music com-
poser K. LaBron Hatcher. Hatcher, 
along with OAASS&P’s own Vine-
yard of Praise, performed a song that 
he wrote entitled All These Years, 
where he pays tribute to African-
American civil rights leaders and 
important figures such as President 
Barack Obama, Coretta Scott King 
and Oprah Winfrey.

A new generation of female 
hip-hop artists also performed in 

MC hits campus with Lyte as a rock message

tribute to Mc Lyte with songs  about 
empowerment and freedom. Ebony 
Townsend performed her single 
Holler with Me, engaging the crowd 
with powerful lyrics, and Sash La’Ki 
followed with a song entitled, How 
to be Free, in which the two ladies 
showed the importance of living 
freely- a concept that MC Lyte fo-
cused on in her address.

After an introduction from 
Traci Shelton, student development 
specialist, MC Lyte took the stage. It 
wasn’t long before the rap icon en-
gaged the audience with famous rap 
quotes and slang words that have de-
veloped in hip-hop culture.

“We are part of a continuous 
movement,” she said about her per-
ception of hip-hop. “…It is art imitat-
ing life, not life imitating art.”

Lyte also spoke on her exposure 
to all different types of music while 
growing up before she even heard 
the likes of Grandmaster Flex, Funky 
Four Plus One, and Salt-N-Peppa. 
She soon began dreaming about be-
ing a part of the movement.

“I knew that I needed to start 
dreaming big,” Lyte said. “I knew the 
dream and vision I had as a young 
person would amount to something 
some day.”

Lyte also spoke to the crowd 
about how important it is to have a 
vision and to dream big. She added 
that one must be prepared and stay 
focused.

One of her final messages to the 
crowd was to be you.

“You will do so much better be-
ing yourself. Finding your own path 
and being you will set you apart.”

In honor of her contribution to 
those that are attempting to follow 
in her hip-hop footsteps, with her 
Hip-Hop Sisters program, as well as 
her many contributions to hip-hop 
as a whole, MC Lyte was presented 
a plaque by OAASS&P and the Citi-
zens of the City of Atlanta officially 
declared March 24 MC Lyte Day.

To find out more about McLyte’s 
empowerment program, go to www.
hiphopsisters.com.

THADDEUS MORGAN | SIGNAL
The City of Atlanta named March 24 the official MC Lyte day.

By THADDEUS MORGAN
Staff Writer

The Spotlight Programs Board 
held its final Panther Prowl event 
on Saturday, March 26 in the Stu-
dent Center. The theme and title 
for the Panther Prowl event was 
Justice League vs. Legion of Doom: 
Blue Edition. Even before arriving 
to the event, guests were able to 
see and follow the spotlights in the 
sky as a beacon to guide them to the 
comic book themed experience. 

As for why this particular 
theme was chosen, Spotlight Pro-
grams co-director Justina Mason 
said, “We really like comic books 
and most people kind of grew up 
with it. We are all kids at heart, and 
people can have a really good time 
with it.” Students were able to un-
leash their inner-child on some of 
the five inflatable stations provided 
that night included the Triple Bun-
gee Run, Air Robots, and the climb-
ing wall. 

Once inside the Student Cen-
ter, they could choose their own 
songs and entertain listeners with 

Karaoke. Student, Morgan Szy-
manski said he really enjoyed kara-
oke and the costume contest, even 
though his costume as super hero 
Mr. Swag-tastic lost to Batman.

A Superhero-themed game 
show, held in Speakers Audito-
rium, asked questions most would 
find a little difficult to answer. 
This was probably due to the fact 
that the winning prize was $200, 
but none-the-less attendants tried 
their best to answer. Caricature 
drawings were also available for 
those attendees who did not mind 
waiting in the long line to get them 
done. Other popular activities were 
Dance Central on the X-Box Kinect, 
creating your own comic book cov-
ers or cape and  laser tag in an in-
flatable dome.

A dance in the ballroom, 
which seemed to be the most antic-
ipated event of the night, brought 
the night to a close. Students lined 
up outside waiting to enter the ball-
room due to it being at capacity.

Mason said that with this be-

Final Panther Prowl 
ends with a bang

JHODI-ANN WILLIAMS | SIGNAL
Students participated in karaoke at Panther Prowl.

SEE PANTHER, PAGE 19

By JHODI-ANN WILLIAMS
Staff Writer
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Recruiting Day - Aéropostale, Inc.
Aéropostale, Inc. Recruiting Day at Georgia State! “Aéropostale 
Recognized as One of Fortune Magazine’s ‘100 Best Companies to Work 
For’ “- Source: PR Newswire. Meet with the recruiters hiring for their 
local stores.
University Center Room 260 // 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. // RSVP Email: 
jmercado@aeropostale.com

Photoshop (Absolute Beginner)
This workshop covers everything from understanding the Photoshop 
CS5 interface to mastering the concept of layers. Tasks such as 
cropping and straightening pictures, removing unwanted blemishes and 
combining shots into one image will emphasize the basic functions of 
tools and adjustments.
Classroom South Room 403 (Mac Lab) // 3–4:30 p.m. 

The Earthquake, Tsunami and Nuclear Power Plant 
Crisis in Japan Panel Presentation and Discussion
Georgia State is bringing an interdisciplinary panel discussion and 
presentation entitled “The Earthquake, Tsunami and Nuclear Power 
Plant Crisis in Japan: Scientific Explanations and Policy Responses.” 
Urban Life Building Room 220 // 4–5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30

Education Career Fair
Business attire is strongly encouraged for best presentation with 
recruiters!
Dahlberg Hall // 4-7 p.m.

Murder Mystery Dinner
Join Spotlight Programs Board for a three course meal as we try to solve 
the mystery behind the murder. It promises to be bloody fun!!!
Student Center Ballroom // 7:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 31

Lights. Camera. Chevrolet!
The students of the MK 4900 capstone class have come together to 
form a student agency, Capture Marketing, and their first event is 
promoting the Chevrolet brand. Lots of fun, food and fast cars!
Broad Street // 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

On-campus Interviews: The World of Coca-Cola
Meet and Interview with the recruiters for an exciting part-time job 
at The World of Coca – Cola. 10:00 am - Information Session or 12:00 
pm – Information Session *10:45 am - 2:00 pm Interviews. All students 
must sign up on Panther Career Net for an interview at www.gsu.edu/
career.
University Center Room 245 and 250 // 10 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 1
Adobe InDesign 
InDesign is a publishing tool used for everything from fancy posters 
to full magazines and books. The Absolute Beginners class features 
the basic skills like how to import pictures and texts, and how to apply 
these skills for a brochure. 
Classroom South Room 403 (Mac Lab) // 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Concert Series
A free lunch-time concert featuring student performers from the 
School of Music.
Florence Kopleff  Recital Hall // 12 p.m. // Free

Georgia State’s Rialto Center for 
the Arts was invaded with all things 
Italian film recently. The Rialto 
played host to the fifth annual Ital-
ian Film Festival March 24 through 
the 27. The event, which was free to 
all Georgia State students, showcased 
new Italian films as well as the classic 
La Dolce Vita, which is generally con-
sidered one of the greatest films of 
all time. The festival highlighted six 
films which have won various awards 
and been featured around the world 
at film festivals similar to the one at 
the Rialto. 

The films, which included Hap-
py Family, 18 Anni Dopo (18 Years 
Later), Dieci Inverni (10 Winters), 
Dalla Vita in Poi (From the Waist On), 
Ex and Genitori e Figli: Agitare Bene 
Prima dell’Uso (Parents and Children: 
Shake Well Before Using), offered a 
good mix of comedy, drama and ro-

mance to keep the festival attendees 
entertained.  

Although the six newer films the 
festival featured were excellent, the 
festival’s crown jewel was La Dolce 
Vita. The film, which premiered in 
Atlanta at the Rialto in 1960, is one of 
the greatest works by acclaimed Ital-
ian director Fredrico Fellini. The fes-
tival was hosted by the italian studies 
section in the Department of Modern 
and Classic Languages at Georgia 
State in collaboration with the De-
partment of Communications-Film 
Studies Program and the Italian Film 
Festival of Miami. The film festival 
was lucky enough to obtain an origi-
nal 35mm copy of the film, showcas-
ing La Dolce Vita in its purest form.  
Although La Dolce Vita is 51 years 
old, its themes and plot were as cap-
tivating as ever to the festival’s crowd 
Thursday night. Anthony Chavarria, 
a junior, marveled at Fredrico Felli-
ni’s work. 

“La Dolce Vita was a tale of 

broken dreams, disillusionment 
and superficiality, spirit and sacra-
ment clashing with cameras and the 
pompous trappings of modern high 
society,” Chavarria said as he left the 
theater. 

The film tells the story of a week 
in the life of Marcello, an Italian jour-
nalist in Rome who struggles with a 
life of glitz and glamour that lacks 
real meaning. Chavarria went on to 
say that the film being shown in its 
original 35mm format added to the 
film’s feel and the festival’s ambiance. 

“It was a first for me,” Chavarria 
said. “It made the film feel more au-
thentic. It felt like what I was watch-
ing was actually touched by the mas-
ter’s own hand.”

The Atlanta Italian Film Festival 
brought a taste of Italian film and cul-
ture to the Rialto. The festival, which 
brought films both new and old, gave 
Georgia State a new and different 
look at cinema through an Italian 
lens.

Film festival brings a taste of Italy to campus
By MICHAEL MESSING
Staff Writer

JUDY KIM | SIGNAL
Finance majors Richard Phillip Legge and Caterina Carter were among the Italian Film Festival’s attendees.

ing the last Panther Prowl event they 
wanted to go out with a bang and try 
something different.

“We were going to have another 
Panther Prowl in April, but all the 

Fridays were already booked. So we 
decided to make this one bigger by 
combining it with some of April’s 
events,” Mason said. 

 They did so by giving away more 
special prizes such as cardboard cut-
outs of various superheroes to the 
winners of Tug-O-War, $200 to the 

winner of the game show, front row 
ticket to the Ludacris concert in this 
week for the winner of the costume 
contest and a Spotlight Board give-
away bag as a prize to the winner of 
the pie eating contest.

>> PANTHER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

JUDY KIM | SIGNAL
A band plays to entertain the guests as they mingle at the Atlanta Italian Film Festival.
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Cinefest Film Theatre

All shows free for Georgia State students, faculty & 
staff with ID. 
Guests $3 before 5 p.m. and $5 at 5 p.m. and after.

Inside Job 
April 4-10
Monday-Friday: 11 a.m., 3 p.m., 7 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 1 p.m., 5 p.m.

Client 9: The Rise and Fall of Eliot Spitzer
April 4-10
Monday-Friday: 1 p.m., 5 p.m., 9 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 3 p.m., 7 p.m.

Styles Spacing Lists

Campus Events

CAMPUS EVENTS
www.gsu.edu/studentevents

GSU Night @ Six Flags
Friday, April 15, 6 p.m.-midnight
Buy tickets early for discounts!*

{entry/entry & meal}
$20/$30 - March 7-31 | $28/$38 - April 1-14

$35/$45 - at the gate
*No season passes allowed.

Free return ticket for June 5, 12 or 19.
On sale at www.rialtocenter.org, Student Center Information Desk 

and the University Bookstore.
Family & friends welcome | Children two & under free

Free parking @ Six Flags.

Styles Spacing Lists

Leadership Development

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
www2.gsu.edu/leadership

What Not to Say: The Art of Constructive Feedback
Thursday, March 31, 1 p.m.

Student Center, Lucerne Suite
Leaders think before speaking — providing feedback 

is no exception. Learn how to deliver feedback 
in an effective, constructive manner.

Leadership Takeout (Mini-Conference)
Friday, April 1, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Student Center
Reserve your space online at http://gsu.orgsync.com 

Are you prepared to take the leadership role 
in your organization? Do you know how to manage 

a budget or plan a successful event? If you are a leader 
in a campus organization, you wonʼt want to miss this 

mini-conference, which will prepare you for campus leadership.

Empowering Others to Act
Thursday, April 7, 1 p.m.

Student Center, Lucerne Suite
When people work together, their combined ideas and efforts 

lead to greater results. Student leaders need to develop the skills 
to instill confidence in others and encourage them to develop 
their abilities. This session will share strategies to empower 

others in your organization.

Panther Leadership Academy
Wednesday-Friday, May 4-6

Apply online at http://gsu.orgsync.com through March 31.
This three-day, off-campus student leadership retreat combines 
a variety of leadership training opportunities from team-building 

exercises and small-group activities to a keynote speaker and 
various leadership skill workshops. Students will spend time in 

small groups as well as network with all other participants.
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Spotlight 

SPOTLIGHT PROGRAMS BOARD
www.gsu.edu/spotlight

Murder Mystery: Law & Murder
Wednesday, March 30, 7 p.m.

Student Center Ballroom
Join us for a three-course meal as we try to solve the 

mystery behind the murder. It promises to be bloody fun! 
Tickets are $5 for students and $7 for guests.

Spring Fashion Show
Saturday, April 2, 7 p.m.

Sports Arena
Come experience “REVoulT” as Spotlight and Infinite Appeal 

present a 2011 fashion show. It will be an evening of 
fashion, drama and history as we travel to each continent 

and witness multiple cultural fashion revolutions. 
This is a show you do not want to miss!

Greek Showcase
Saturday, April 9, 7 p.m. Doors open at 6 p.m.

Sports Arena
Support representatives from the Greek Council as they 

compete in the 2011 Greek Showcase. This yearʼs showcase 
will feature Greek-letter organizations competing in the 

categories of dance, step and stroll. Tickets will be available 
for purchase at the Student Center Information Desk and 
the Sports Arena Box Office: $10 for students and $15 for 

non-students. Tickets will be $20 the day of the show.
For more information, call Spotlight at 404/413-1610.

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
Royal Flame Awards 

Nominations Are Open!
Apply at http://gsu.orgsync.com and 
plan to attend on Monday, April 18!

Application Deadlines
Friday, April 1, for all categories but ACE Award

Contact erose@gsu.edu for details.

Organization Roundtable
Thursday, April 7, Noon-1 p.m.

Student Center, Golden Key Conference Room

http://www.gsu.edu/studentevents xLudacris
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Spring Concert

COURTYARD 
SERIES

Courtyard Stage
Student Center

First Floor

Trey Griffin
Classical Piano
Thursday, April 7 
12:30-1:30 p.m.
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