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The Saxbys Coffee Shop in Li-
brary North recently failed their Ful-
ton County health inspection with a 
score of 64, down from a score of 99 
last year. 

Saxbys Coffee, which was 
founded in Pennsylvania, offers a 
variety of brewed coffees, espressos, 
teas and frozen drinks such as their 
“Frolattes,” along with sandwiches, 
soups, pastries, desserts and other 
snacks. 

According to the health inspec-
tion report, Saxbys had many viola-
tions. The violations included em-
ployees with no hairnets handling 
food, sanitizer buckets stored incor-
rectly and contaminating food con-
tact surfaces, wet wiping cloths not 
properly stored, food not properly 
marked, bulk containers not labeled 
and utensils stored incorrectly and in 
dirty containers. 

Mold was found in the ice ma-
chine and the drink nozzles. Accord-
ing to food safety protocols, the bev-
erage dispensers must be clean and 
operated according to safety stan-
dards.

“I’m disgusted,” said senior 
Jessica Williams. “I don’t plan on 
drinking or eating there anymore. If 
they have mold in the ice machine 
and the drink nozzles, imagine what 
else is wrong. The food could be 

Saxbys fails 
yearly Health 
Inspection 
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Saxbys recently failed their health 
inspection with a 64.

By TIFFANIE SMITH
Staff Writer

Seven Georgia State students 
were arrested April 5 for blocking 
traffic during a protest march to the 
Georgia Capitol when they sat in the 
middle of Courtland Street. 

The students, Georgina Perez, 
Viridiana Martinez, Jose Rico, Day-
anna Rebolledo, Andrea Rosales, Da-
vid Remirez and Maria Marroquin, 
were protesting a newly passed ban 
that would bar undocumented im-
migrant students from attending the 
University of Georgia, Georgia Tech, 
Georgia College and State Univer-
sity, the Medical College of Georgia 
and Georgia State University. 

More than 100 protestors as 
part of the Dream Is Coming Project 
led a protest and march at Georgia 
State in Hurt Park in an effort to 
raise awareness about undocument-
ed youth. 

The seven students who were 
arrested were undocumented im-
migrants that were brought into the 
United States as young children. 

After the rally, the group deliv-
ered a letter to Georgia State Presi-
dent Mark Becker asking that the 
university not comply with the ban 
that will take effect this fall. 

In October, the Georgia Board 
of Regents voted to prohibit the un-
documented students from attend-
ing the universities listed above. 

The seven student then un-
furled banners and sat in the middle 
of Courtland Street for nearly an 
hour before being arrested. 

According to Creative Loafing, 
U.S. Customs and Immigration is 
determining whether the students 
will face deportation. 

“I am doing this for my family, 
for my brothers and sisters,” said 
Rebolledo. “We are undocumented 
and unafraid. We are standing up for 
those undocumented who are afraid 
and who are in the shadows. We are 
risking everything to give our com-
munity a chance.”

After the arrests Tuesday after-
noon, protest participates gathered 
outside the Atlanta Detention Cen-
ter at 7 p.m. calling for the release of 
the undocumented students.

 The state is also considering 
two other immigration bills, HB 87 
and SB 40, which mirror Arizona’s 
recently controversial immigration 
bill. 

By a close 5-4 vote, the Geor-
gia Senate Judiciary Committee 
passed immigration law provisions 
also known as HB 87, a bill that now 

Seven students arrested during immigration protest
By CANDICE CAMERON
Staff Writer

moves to the Senate floor for a full 
vote. Initially introduced by Rep. 
Matt Ramsey (R-Peachtree City), 
the bill passed the House in early 
March with a 113-56 vote. 

“It’s up to the federal govern-
ment to secure U.S. borders and de-
port illegal immigrants, but Georgia 
can remove incentives that bring 
illegal immigrants to the state,” 
Ramsey said

The bill, if passed, will provide 
the state with stricter means of rep-
rimand for undocumented immi-
grants. Similar to Arizona’s Senate 
Bill 1070, one of the provisions in 
Georgia’s bill allows police to ques-
tion and investigate criminal sus-
pects about their immigration sta-
tus. Another would penalize those 
who transport or harbor undocu-
mented immigrants.

Georgia’s bill would also re-
quire employers to verify the im-
migration status of any new hires. 
An employer that does not do so 
would be held accountable and most 
likely fined. A supporting argument 
is that if companies were punished 
with big fines, it would deter them 
from hiring undocumented immi-
grants. The new legislature would 
also prosecute, as a felony, people 
who “willfully and fraudulently” of-
fer any false documentation when 
applying for a job. Doing so would 
become a criminal act with a maxi-
mum sentence of 15 years in jail and 
a fine of up to $250,000. 

Other provisions include ban-
ning undocumented immigrants 
from attending state colleges and 
making it illegal for private com-

panies that obtain contracted work 
from the government to hire undoc-
umented immigrants as employees.

In addition to those provisions, 
Republicans are planning to intro-
duce more amendments to the im-
migration law. One is requiring local 
governments to apply for the 287(g) 
program, a cooperative agreement 
between local law enforcement 
agencies and the federal govern-
ment that allows local authorities to 
identify and remove undocumented 
immigrants who commit crimes 
within their jurisdiction. 

Another proposed provision is 
to make it more difficult for undocu-
mented immigrants to obtain gov-
ernment benefits by making iden-
tification “secure and verifiable.” A 
planned bill would strengthen an 
existing law requiring state and local 
governments to verify that their em-
ployees are legally eligible to work 
in the United States.

Hispanic civil rights and im-
migration advocacy organizations, 
as well as other civil rights groups, 
have been protesting these propos-
als. Other protesting groups include 
agricultural companies, who feel 
that immigration laws are a federal 
government issue and that these 
state bills would damage Georgia’s 
agricultural industry, which relies 
on immigrant labor.

Critics have another possible 
sticking point: a rise in racial profil-
ing. As a proactive measure, upon 
introduction of the bill, Georgia 
legislators made sure to word the 
provisions so that they are deemed 
constitutional. A March 7 article 

on Politifact.com, an Atlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution affiliate, said that 
Georgia’s HB 87 allows officers who 
have “probable cause to believe that 
a suspect has committed a criminal 
offense” to verify the suspect’s im-
migration status. HB 87 would also 
prohibit an officer from considering 
“race, color, or national origin” in 
this verification, with the exception 
of what is presently permissible by 
both the Constitutions of Georgia 
and of the United States. Critics are 
concerned about HB 87’s ability to 
interfere with federal immigration 
policies. But, HB 87 would only au-
thorize officers to check up on im-
migration status as opposed to re-
quiring them to do so.

Though legislators are attempt-
ing to fortify the provisions against 
possible racial profiling, critics ex-
pect the exact opposite to manifest 
if the bills are passed.

 Political science professor Dr. 
Robert Howard, whose research 
interests are judicial politics and 
constitutional law, believes people 
of Hispanic origin will be targeted if 
the bill passes. “Even though there 
is the de jure mandate not to profile, 
what will be the de facto effect? Will 
persons of Asian background be 
asked to prove identity? Will Cana-
dians? What of foreign visitors? It is 
clearly aimed at Latino immigrants,” 
he said. 

Arizona’s immigration law is 
currently being challenged by the 
U.S. Department of Justice, so if the 
bills in Georgia pass, they may be 
challenged too. 

JOEFF DAVIS | CREATIVE LOAFING
Seven students were arrested for blocking traffic for more than an hour while trying to raise awareness 
about undocumented youth in Georgia.

SEE SAXBYS, PAGE 6



Protests against changes to 
the HOPE Scholarship continued 
on March 31 when the Georgia Stu-
dents for Public Higher Education 
(GSPHE) held a protest in the Li-
brary Plaza, protestors hoisting signs 
saying things like “RIP Hope for my 
future” and “Hope is my only Hope.” 

GSPHE is a statewide organiza-
tion and its core belief is that educa-
tion is a right and should be afford-
able to all students. 

The HOPE Scholarship started 
in 1993 by the passage of the Geor-
gia Lottery for Education Act. It 
provides tuition aid to eligible high 
school graduates with a 3.0 GPA who 
enroll at a Georgia college or univer-
sity. The scholarship aims to keep 
academically advanced students in 
state rather than seeking enrollment 
elsewhere, which was a widespread 

problem prior to HOPE’s inception.
Last year, the Georgia Lottery 

Corporation gave 26.1 percent of lot-
tery profits to HOPE, yet the amount 
of students seeking HOPE continued 
to rise. As a result of the current econ-
omy, lottery funds have declined, ne-
cessitating changes to HOPE. 

Some of the changes include 
removing the book grant money, de-
creasing funding for most students 
attending a Georgia public college 
or university by 10 percent and re-
serving full-ride awards to the top 
10 percent of Georgia students, those 
who had a 3.7 GPA in high school and 
a1200 SAT or a 26 ACT score. 

Savannah College of Art and 
Design associate director of financial 
aid, Kim Beveridge, said that these 
cuts would allow the HOPE program 
to continue at a 90 percent funding 
level.

“Overall what is going on with 
the program is that HOPE is being 

decoupled from tuition,” Beveridge 
told scadconnector.com. “The de-
coupling of tuition is mainly aimed 
toward students attending public 
universities where the disbursement 
is tied to tuition rates, which have the 
ability to fluctuate with rises in tu-
ition costs.” 

However, many students feel 
differently about the cuts. 

GSPHE member Sarah Ab-
delaziz thinks that most students will 
be buried in student loan debt.

“Education is not going to be a 
right to anybody,” she said. “It’s not 
going to be assessable to most people 
and it’s going to be privilege to the 
rest from now on. People that believe 
that they got HOPE because they got 
a 3.0 GPA and have been working to-
wards that are completely screwed.”

HOPE is supposed to cover up 
to 90 percent of tuition costs based 
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Mandatory student fees total 
more than $800 with the $168 Uni-
versity System of Georgia institution-
al fee included in Spring 2011. Those 
fees go to things like the athletic 
fee, which takes up most of the fee 
amount. The athletic fee gives money 
to athletic scholarships and allows 
for free access to Georgia State stu-
dents with Panther ID.

“I know that we have to have 
student mandatory fees so that we 
can use resources like the library and 
the Student Center,” said junior Dar-
ius Sutton, who has the guaranteed 
tuition plan. “But some things I think 
can be cut down in the costs that we 
pay. Like the athletic fee. I’m not an 
athlete and I don’t even go to that 
many games so it doesn’t make sense 
that I should be paying so much for 
something that I don’t even use.”

Sutton felt differently about the 
$40.00 student activity fee included 
in student mandatory fees. Money 
from this fee is distributed by a com-
mittee of seven students and three 
faculty and staff members to more 
than 150 student organizations.

“With all the workshops and 
events that happen around campus 
all of the time, the student activity 
fee isn’t as much of a burden as the 
other fees,” he added. “Plus it’s not as 
much to pay that fee as it is to pay the 
others.”

A library and technology fee, to-
taling about 18 percent of mandatory 
fees, is also included. These fees help 
provide students with study rooms, 
library databases and computers. 

With more than 32,000 students 
on campus as of fall 2010, campus 
fees total about $26 million. Some 

Students have mixed feelings about mandatory student fees
By THADDEUS MORGAN
Staff Writer

$251
Athletic Fee

$92
Activity Fee$168

USG Institutional Fee

$85
Technology Fee

Students enrolled in courses 
under an agreement between Geor-
gia State and another legal entity, 
along with students only enrolled in 
courses meeting more than 50 miles 
from campus by a program that re-
quires these courses be taken at least 
50 miles from their campus, also have 
their fees waived.

Nursing major Jasmine Knight 
doesn’t mind the mandatory fees, 
particularly the transportation fee.

“Because of the transportation 
fee, I can take the shuttle around 
campus so I don’t have to worry 
about being late to any of my classes,” 
she said. “But most important is that 
the shuttle can take you to Turner 
Field. I’m so glad that I don’t have 
to drive through traffic everyday and 
find a place to park just to get to my 
class. It makes things way easier.”

“If it weren’t for the transporta-
tion fee I don’t know how I would get 
from home to school in an emergen-
cy,” said junior history major Adri-
enne Hutcherson. “I stay on campus 
in the Commons but I don’t have a 
car, so if anything comes up I can use 
MARTA. It would be way more ex-
pensive if I had to pay out of pocket 
each time or if I had to buy a monthly 
card from MARTA instead of the dis-
counted monthly pass from Auxiliary 
Services.”

Georgia State’s student man-
datory fees have continued to grow 
with campus. Fees are projected to 
increase in the future, but the exact 
amount is still unknown.

“If we have to pay a little more 
money, then that’s fine. But only if I 
can tell that the money is not going to 
waste. I want to seen the school look-
ing better than it did last year if we 
have to pay more,” Hutcherson said.

BREAKING DOWN STUDENT FEES

$53
Recreation

Fee

$46
Transportation 

Fee

$13
International Fee

$35
Health Fee

$35
Library Facility Fee

$36
Student Center Facility Fee

students are exempt from paying 
mandatory fees, making this estimate 
tentative.

Students in the GSU-62 Pro-
gram, a program allowing students 
older than 62 who have been ac-

cepted to and enrolled in courses at 
Georgia State, can have all of their 
fees waived.

Students continue to protest cuts to HOPE

PATRICK DUFFY | SIGNAL
A student protests the new HOPE policy in the Courtyard on a Tuesday 
afternoon.

By TIFFANIE SMITH
Staff Writer
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Campus Crime information provided by the Georgia State 
University Police Department. Additional information can be 
found at listserv.gsu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A0=SAFETY-HEALTH.

CAMPUS CRIME
MARCH 30, 2011

PARK PLACE: A report was filed for Harassing Phone Calls. 
The complainant, a Georgia State staff member, stated that 
on March 23 at 6:51 p.m., he received a harassing phone call 
from an unknown individual. The case is being handled by 
Investigations.

MARCH 31, 2011

UNIVERSITY CENTER: Officers issued a Non-Georgia State 
individual a Criminal Trespass Warning. At 1:45 p.m., officers 
were advised that the individual was flagged for excessive 
buyback book selling at multiple University Book Stores. She 
was issued a C.T.W. and was escorted from the building without 
incident.

UNIVERSITY LOFTS: A report was filed for Graffiti. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 12:00 
a.m., she noticed graffiti on the elevator wall. The case is being 
handled by Investigations. 

APRIL 3, 2011

LANIER PARKING LOT: A report was filed for Damage to 
Property. The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that 
at 7:30 a.m., she noticed her front passenger side window was 
shattered. There were no items reported missing. The case is 
being handled by Investigations. 

GILMER STREET: A report was filed for Entering Auto. The 
complainant, a Georgia State staff member, stated that at 2:36 
p.m., she noticed her rear driver’s side window was shattered 
and various items were missing. The case is being handled by 
Investigations. 

SPORTS ARENA: Officers issued a Non-GSU individual a 
Criminal Trespass Warning. At 4:37 p.m., officers observed 
two individuals exiting the elevator with skateboards. Officers 
instructed the individuals to stop and they ran from the 
area. After a brief foot chase, officers made contact with the 
individuals. They were issued a C.T.W. and were escorted off 
campus without incident.  

APRIL 4, 2011

CITIZENS TRUST BANK: A report was filed for Possession of 
Marijuana. The complainant, a Georgia State staff member, 
stated that at 9:12 a.m., he observed a Georgia State student 
smoking marijuana. Officers made contact with the student, 
who was very cooperative and had a minimal amount of 
marijuana. The marijuana was destroyed and the student was 
escorted from the area.

UNIVERSITY COMMONS: A report was filed for Assault. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 1:00 a.m., 
he was struck in the face by another Georgia State student. 
The case is being handled by the Dean of Students Office.

APRIL 5, 2011

GEORGIA STATE CAMPUS: A report was filed for Verbal 
Confrontation. The complainant, a Georgia State student, 
stated that at 3:16 p.m., she and another Georgia State student 
had a verbal confrontation. The case is being handled by 
Investigations. 

APRIL 6, 2011

UNIVERSITY COMMONS: Officers arrested a Georgia State 
student for Alcoholic Possession-Under 21 Years Old. At 4:57 
a.m., officers confirmed the individual was underage and 
intoxicated. She was arrested, processed and released on a 
Copy of Charges.

The newly elected Vice Presi-
dents of the Student Government 
Association are beginning to draw up 
their goals for the upcoming school 
year. 

The main goal for most of the 
newly elected Vice Presidents is to 
increase the student body’s aware-
ness and involvement on campus. 
Elise Laplante, Executive Vice Presi-
dent, intends on building  the enthu-
siasm displayed this year about the 
drastic changes to the HOPE Schol-
arship. Laplante’s main focus for next 
year is to better inform students and 
involve them in the decision-making 
processes affecting them. 

“We want students to know 
what’s going on behind the scenes 
when policy is being made and dis-
seminate the right information,” she 
said.

She believes the SGA can play 
a key role next year in connecting 
students to the right services to help 
deal with the financial changes. This 
is possible, she said, with student 
feedback and increased communica-
tion between students and the SGA.

“There are a lot of facilities and 
departments that are underused and 
students don’t know about them,” 
she said. 

She also wants to stage events to 
help students find alternative ways of 
dealing with the changes in tuition 
and the HOPE Scholarship.

“I am always hopeful for how 
students can adapt. I’m preparing 
myself for a challenging year with all 
the changes being made,” she said. 

SGA president James Dutton 
stressed that a part of his goal goal 
for next year is to continue fighting 
the tuition increase and ensure that 
student voices are heard at the Geor-
gia Capitol. 

“The biggest thing I have 
learned is the rights you have are the 
rights you assert. I want to make sure 

students stay proactive in asserting 
their rights,” he said. 

Paul Marmol, the newly elected 
Vice President of Budget and Fi-
nance, is also determined to fight 
tuition increases next year. Marmol, 
who previously served as a senator 
for the Robinson College of Buisness, 
has pledged to continuing serving on 
the University Fee committee. He 
also wants to stay in touch with the 
Board of Regents and university ad-
ministrators to negotiate controver-
sial budget changes. Along with oth-
er members of the executive board,  
Marmol wants to spread awareness 
about financial aid opportunities and 
scholarships next year.Ben Williams, 
the new Vice President of Student 
Life, also wants to limit the effects of 
the financial strain on students next 
year. Williams’ main goal is to imple-
ment a program to ensure all student 
fee increases go to a student referen-
dum for approval. 

Other goals Williams has to 
reach out to students are to increase 
involvement in the SGA’s homecom-
ing tailgate.

“I also want to take a(n) in depth 
look at the hardship withdrawal poli-
cy and ensure we are best serving our 
students in the standards set for the 
hardship withdrawal policy,” he said.

As Vice President of Student 
Life, Williams is in charge of co-spon-
sorships with student organizations. 
He wants to increase transparency 
and better serve the organizations. 

“If someone asks me the dollar 
amount I have spent on co-sponsor-
ships, I will tell them. I will increase 
awareness in the student body and 
act as more of an advocate for stu-
dents and student organizations,” he 
said. 

Greater student involvement 
on campus is also the focus of Vice 
President of Student Services Grace 
Lee. Serving her first term on the 
SGA’s Executive Board, Lee wants 
to increase the involvement of com-
muter students by blogging regularly 

on different student activities, events 
and resources.  

“As a commuter student, I can 
sympathize with those that feel un-
connected due to commuting to and 
from school,” she said.

Lee also wants to increase li-
brary hours during finals and create 
an online chat or text system so stu-
dents can directly ask the university 
various questions. 

“Students are paying these mis-
cellaneous fees, so I want to make 
sure that students take advantage of 
the opportunities and activities their 
school fees are paying for,” she said. 

President Dutton’s other main 
focus for the SGA next year is to 
better integrate Georgia State in the 
downtown Atlanta community. Dut-
ton is working with Auxiliary Sup-
port and Services to persuade busi-
nesses close to campus to accept 
PantherCash as a form of payment. 

Dutton, who  will be serving as 
SGA president for a second term, also 
wants to tackle the Strategic Plan an-
nounced earlier this year. Dutton 
mainly wants to focus on the Signa-
ture Experience goal. The Signature 
Experience goal focuses on increas-
ing study abroad and other hands-on 
learning opportunities. Part of imple-
menting the Signature Experience 
is to double the number of students 
studying abroad. 

“Being in an urban environment, 
there are so many opportunities for 
students. We want Georgia State to 
become the university in Atlanta,” 
Dutton said. 

The link to the Vice President 
of Student Services blog, “Exploring 
365 Days @ GSU,” is madeforchange.
tumblr.com. 

At the time of printing, Vice 
President of Academic Affairs, Mar-
cus Kernizan, and Vice President 
of Public Relations, Jarell Abrams, 
failed to comment on their plans for 
next year for their respective posi-
tions.

Newly-elected SGA board discusses future plans
By MISHALL REHMAN
Associate News Editor

MISHALL REHMAN | SIGNAL
Part of SGA President James Dutton’s plans for next year is for restaurant on Broad Street to accept 
Panther Cards as a form of payment.
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The Information Systems and 
Technology department at Georgia 
State will close its Printing and Me-
dia Duplication Office, located in the 
basement of Library South, on June 
30.

The announcement came after 
consideration of operating costs and 
is primarily a business decision based 
on several factors.

“Printing services are not part of 
the core business of IS&T, these ser-
vices are duplicated in other places 
on campus and our print services 
were not generating adequate reve-
nue to maintain operating costs,” said 
Bill Gruszka, Director of IT Produc-
tion Services.

The Printing Office primar-
ily serves faculty and staff but is also 
open for student use. The office’s 
main services are basic copying in 
black and white or color in high-
volume printing. The office also pro-
vides media and software duplication 
services. The services are not free.

Thought printing services will 
be discontinued, IS&T will continue 

to provide media and software dupli-
cation services. The future location 
of these services has not yet been an-
nounced. 

Printing at the IS&T Print Shop 
is independent from all other print-
ing on campus. The Georgia State 
community can still print from other 
print shops on campus, like the Uni-
versity Printing and Copy Corner.

“We have received a few ques-
tions from individuals inquiring 
about other printing services on 
campus. The closure of IS&T Print-
ing Services is independent of other 
printing offices,” Gruszka said. 

All other services and offices of 
IS&T will remain the same. 

“Print services were just not 
part of our core business and in these 
economic times, we are continuously 
working to ensure the most efficient 
use of campus technology resources,” 
Gruszka said. 

The Print Shop has serviced 
many regular customers, mostly fac-
ulty and staff. According to IS&T re-
cords, there were about 500 different 
users of the Print Shop this year.

IS&T intends on using the re-
sources saved by closing the Print 

Shop to improve other areas of ser-
vice.

“IS&T will utilize any savings in 
resources, which are largely in man-
agement time, space and energy, on 
the current technology services pro-
vided to students, faculty and staff,” 
Gruszka said. 

IS&T is working to improve 
other services on campus. In Octo-
ber, IS&T surveyed the Georgia State 
community about its current ser-
vices. The survey findings showed 
that the main area of concern was the 
speed and access of the wireless net-
work on campus. 

The IS&T will detail its new 
plans for the wireless network over 
the next few months. Some of the 
main improvements will be to add 
new access points at Aderhold, Li-
brary North and South and other ar-
eas of high student traffic.

“IS&T is working diligently to 
make improvements on both access 
and throughput on our wireless net-
work,” Gruszka said. 

Another main area of concern is 
the access of university technology 
through cell phones.

Closing the Print Shop was an 

IS&T to close its printing services shop

decision independent from the sur-
vey findings.

IS&T plans on many new chang-
es for the upcoming school year, 
including providing the staff and 

faculty with new email services and 
selecting a new learning manage-
ment system. The department also 
plans to replace computers in many 
classrooms and labs. 

By MISHALL REHMAN
Associate News Editor

Georgia’s unemployment insur-
ance trust fund has depleted, causing 
the state’s debt to increase.

According to Sam Hall, Director 
of Communications at the Georgia 
Department of Labor, as of March 25, 
the state has borrowed $679 million 
from the federal government to help 
compensate unemployment benefit 
recipients and has $18.4 million left 
in the trust fund. 

As with any other loan, this must 
be repaid and Georgia’s deadline for 
its first interest payment of $24 mil-
lion is October. There are few options 
for where to draw payment money 
from, but some include Medicaid and 
state job-creating budgets. 

“They can do one of three things, 
first option is they don’t honor the 
contract and don’t pay. That will open 
up a lot of suits to be litigated, which 
even if they won, that’s a lot of money 
they would have to expend. The sec-
ond option, is to raise the taxes and 
the third option, is to put money di-
rectly into general appropriation and 
pay the federal government directly, 
but to do that means to cut money 
out of other programs because there’s 
only so much money that’s appropri-
ated,” said Steve Anthony, a Georgia 
State political science professor. “No 
matter how you look at it, their going 
to rob Peter to pay Paul.”

The unemployment insurance 
trust fund was established to help 
Georgia’s unemployed workers. The 
trust fund was created with em-
ployer tax payments. Employers are 
required to pay into the fund every 
month or periodically based on their 

payrolls and company assessments. 
In a healthy economy, the fund can 
grow because payments in  exceed 
payments out for unemployment, 
but during a recessionary period, the 
fund balance declines because pay-
ments go out to cover unemployment 
more rapidly than payments come in 
to replenish.

In 1999, Georgia’s unemploy-
ment insurance trust fund had $2 
billion. Because of a booming econo-
my, and at the request of employers, 
between 2000 and 2003, employers 
were allowed leniency in paying un-
employment insurance. Sometimes, 
during these three years, they weren’t 
required to pay at all. 

“So in 1999, we had hit a pretty 
high balance and it was decided we 
could reduce the tax burden on em-
ployers,” said State Fiscal Economist 
Dr. Ken Heaghney, also a research 
professor at Georgia State.

By 2004, the trust fund had de-
pleted by $1.3 billion, further com-
pounded by the Georgia Legislature’s 
refusal to increase employer unem-
ployment insurance taxes. With the 
start of the current recession in 2007 
that gave way to the lingering long-
term unemployment situation, by 
2009 Georgia had no choice but to 
approach the federal government for 
a loan.

In Feb. 2010, Georgia’s unem-
ployment rate was 10.3 percent. In 
Feb. 2011, the unemployment rate 
was 10.2 percent. This provides no 
relief to the already dwindling trust 
fund, but does not mean that unem-
ployment insurance benefits will not 
be paid. 

“The main thing that the public 
needs to know about this is that the 

recipients of unemployment insur-
ance benefits can be reassured that 
they are going to get paid. That’s not 
a question,” Hall said.

Although the state did not help 
by allowing employer tax breaks, this  
is also a nationwide dilemma and is 
something that will be fixed, accord-
ing to Gov. Nathan Deal’s spokesman, 
Brian Robinson.

“Like all other states, Georgia 
has borrowed from the federal gov-
ernment to pay for unemployment 
benefits. The need in recent years has 
far outpaced the resources that any 
state could have planned for. That 
said, Gov. Deal’s budget includes the 
interest payment that Georgia owes 
the feds this year, though states are 
hopeful that Congress and the Presi-
dent will waive the interest payment 
this year. Unfortunately, there are no 
easy solutions. Replenishing the un-
employment fund would require a 

tax on jobs at a time when we want to 
do everything possible to incentivize 
job creation,” Robinson said.

To improve the state’s economic 
situation without a tax increase for 
employers, the governor’s office and 
the Department of Labor are work-
ing together. Plans include working 
with the state’s trade centers and lo-
cal chambers of commerce to help 
provide job growth assistance from 
existing and new businesses. The ul-
timate goal is to increase the state’s 
employment, thereby increasing the 
amount paid into the unemployment 
trust fund by employers. The replen-
ished fund can then be the primary 
reservoir for repayment of the fed-
eral loan.

 “Had the moratorium on taxes 
not occurred, we believe that we 
would have about $2 billion in the 
unemployment trust fund right now 
and we wouldn’t have had to borrow 

the money. But you know the old say-
ing, you can’t cry over spilled milk, 
what we have to deal with now is the 
reality at hand, which is that there’s 
several million dollars in interest 
that’s got to be paid by the end of the 
year and we’ve got a loan that’s going 
to have to be repaid,” Hall said. 

In addition to state efforts, the 
Unemployment Insurance Solvency 
Act of 2011, a federal relief effort, is 
waiting to be passed in the U.S. Con-
gress. If passed, it would provide 
a two-year suspension of interest 
payments and federal employer tax 
increases. It would also provide a re-
duction in the state’s loan if the state 
proves to be proactive by developing 
a plan for returning to solvency. 

Unless a special session is held, 
the deadline for Georgia’s interest 
payment will run out before the act 
passes, leaving the state of Georgia to 
clean up its own mess.

BOB ANDRES | ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION
The state is already $697 million in debt from paying unemployment and more money will probably be 
borrowed before the situation gets better. 

Georgia’s unemployment 
fund depleted
By CANDICE CAMERON
Staff Writer

DUBAI ADVERSITING
Printing services through IS&T will stop at the end of June.
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TEAS

is now offering the

TEAS Test
Test of Essentail Acacemic Skills 

for potential nursing program applicants

For more information:
WellStar School of Nursing 770-423-6061

www.kennesaw.edu/chhs/schoolofnursing/teas.html

A report released by the Andrew 
Young School of Policy Studies shows 
that the state of Georgia ranks 49th in 
the nation, next to lowest, in terms of 
total tax revenue per capita.

According to the report, written 
by Carolyn Bourdeaux, associate di-
rector of the Fiscal Research Center, 
and Sungman Jun, an Andrew Young 
School graduate student, Georgia’s 
position in these rankings is not due 
to the two largest sources of revenue, 
property and general sales tax, but a 
sharp decline in the selective sales 
tax and corporate income tax, which 
has declined steadily in the last 20 
years.

In the last ten years, Georgia’s 
total tax revenues have declined 27 
percent, the sharpest decline in the 
nation. Its sales tax revenues have 
declined 31 percent, the second 
sharpest decline in the nation, and 
its personal income tax revenues 
have declined 26 percent, the eighth 
sharpest decline in the nation. 

Since 2000, the state’s corpo-
rate income tax revenue has fallen 36 
percent.  Since 1989, it has fallen 46 
percent.

“Corporate is a big issue, as it is 
nationally,” Dr. Bourdeaux told The 
Signal.  “Corporations have become 
much savvier about ways to escape 
income tax.  They set up things called 

Delaware corporations, and they will 
shelter their income in Delaware 
where there is no corporate income 
tax.” She also adds that Georgia has 
passed a lot of corporate income tax 
breaks.

And though much of the decline 
in corporate and personal income 
tax revenue can be attributed to the 
national recession starting around 
2002, Bourdeaux says, “really what 
we’re looking at is some of these 
long-term trends and so what the tax 
commission is trying to look at is not 
just the initial shock that happened 
from the economy, but where the 
state strategy has become outdated.”

The tax commission Bourdeaux 
speaks of is the one appointed by 
Georgia’s General Assembly, which 
has been divided over a Republican-
led tax proposal.  The debate over HB 
387, which would cut the personal in-
come tax rate from 6 to 4.5 percent, 
has grown more complicated in light 
of concerns that middle class taxpay-
ers would end up paying much more 
every year.

Rep. Stacey Abrams, the Demo-
cratic House Minority Leader, en-
listed the help of Georgia State econ-
omist David Sjoquist to show the 
House how the proposal would save 
top-bracket taxpayers thousands of 
dollars but cost lower-income tax-
payers even more money, mostly 
through the elimination of deduc-
tions.

The cut in the income tax rate 
would save the middle-class money, 
but not enough to make back what 
they lose after getting rid of itemized 
deductions, so taxpayers would end 
up paying more, whereas wealthier 
taxpayers would save significantly 
more money from the drop in the 
rate, much more than they lose from 
the elimination of the deductions.  All 
in all, middle-class taxpayers will pay 
more and Georgia will lose revenue.

Religious groups, and some anti-
tax groups, have criticized the plan 
for its elimination of deductions for 
charity.  This has led to significant 
fighting between Republican law-
makers over the proposal.  House 
Speaker David Ralston continues to 
defend the plan on the grounds that 
it will help create jobs.

Ralston’s position stems from 
the Republican philosophy devel-
oped over 30 years ago that lower-
ing taxes for businesses and business 
owners will give them more money 
to expand and create new jobs.  Re-
publicans dubbed this “Trickle-
Down” economics in the ‘80s, with 
the idea that rewards and breaks for 
the top tax brackets would find their 
way to the middle class and benefit 
everybody.

This style of economics has been 
the Republicans’ approach to solving 
the deficit crisis since Ronald Reagan 
was in office. According to data on 
the Census Bureau’s and the Con-

gressional Budget Office’s websites, 
under the Reagan Administration, 
the Federal personal income tax rate 
for the top bracket fell from 70 per-
cent to about 28 percent by 1985, the-
oretically as part of the trickle-down 
plan to reduce the deficit.  However, 

at the same time, the percentage of 
people in poverty working full time 
increased steadily over the 80s until 
reaching its peak of about 12.5 per-
cent in 1998.  The minimum wage 
and the average hourly income also 
decreased steadily under Reagan.

Republicans feud in Assembly over controversial tax proposal
By RYAN MIXSON
Staff Writer

JOEFF DAVIS | CREATIVE LOAFING
House Speaker David Ralston has been a prominent defender of the 
tax proposal. 



contaminated or anything else for 
that matter.”

Food service establishments 
must also have sufficient hand-wash-
ing facilities, preferably with faucets 
that can be turned on and off without 
using the hands. The health inspec-
tion report found that a hand wash 
sink was not accessible for employ-
ees to use at all times.

However, not all students are 
deterred from going to Saxbys.

“I come here twice a week,” said 
junior Drake Caesar. “I would come 
more, but I am only on campus on 
Tuesday and Thursday. I love their 
iced coffee and their bagel selection is 
great as well. The staff is super quick 
and efficient. I mean they do have 
like 10 people back there at once. It 
is the best alternative to walking to 
Starbucks, especially since it’s on 
campus.”

Several eateries failed their 
health inspections in the month of 
March. 

The Fulton County Depart-
ment of Health and Wellness assigns 
failing scores to anything below 70. 
The department examines 44 differ-
ent items over 12 categories, includ-
ing 13 items deemed critical. The 12 
categories are food, food protection, 
personnel, food equipment and uten-
sils, water/sewage/plumbing, toilet 
and hand washing facilities, garbage 
and refuse disposal, insects/rodents/
animal control, floors/walls/ceilings, 
lighting/ventilation, dressing rooms 
and other operations.

 If a restaurant does not pass in-
spection, they are generally given an 
opportunity to correct any violations 
and request a re-inspection. 

“The first inspection is a true 
inspection because it’s random and 
the second is not because it’s planned 
for,” said public information officer 
April Majors. “Restaurants that fail 
their first inspection are given a spe-

cific date on when the Environmen-
tal Health Services Department will 
re-inspect them. For those restau-
rants that want to remain open, they 
usually pass the second time.” 

Failing once or twice won’t shut 
the restaurant down, but the county 
does require those restaurants to take 
mandatory classes. When the inspec-
tor came back to do a re-inspection, 
most of the violations were correct-
ed, giving Saxbys a score of a 91.

“On March 23, we were inspect-
ed on a date and time when we were 
shorthanded and in the midst of the 
lunch rush, the biggest rush of the 
day, in a sense we were in chaos,” said 
owner Hamad Mazhir. “However, 
when the inspector returned a just 
few days later and we were re-in-
spected and received a score of 91-A 
as our current score. In fact, our pre-
vious score was a 99- A for all of 2010. 
We are also asking, even though we 
are in code, for the Health Inspector 
to return once again this week to dis-
avow any fears or concerns the com-
munity may have. Both of our manag-
ers who are on duty from morning till 
close are serve safe certified.”

 “I think Saxbys is a great place,” 
said sophomore Erick Martinez. “I 
work in a restaurant and we’ve ac-
tually failed our health inspection 
before. Sometimes you are not care-
ful about things and luckily you get 
a second chance to improve your 
score.” 

 “We strive to provide a safe, fun, 
and clean environment for our cus-
tomers,” Mazhir said. “Most of our 
customers can vouch for our speed of 
service and conciseness about safety.”

Notable restaurants on the fail-
ure list in March included the Buck-
head Diner with 57, Joe’s on Juniper 
at 63, the Chick-Fil-A restaurant on 
North Point Parkway in Alpharetta 
with a 63, Peter Cheng on Powers 
Ferry Road with a 49 and Brittain 
Dining Hall on Georgia Tech’s cam-
pus with a grade of 65, according to 
What Now Atlanta.
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on rates as they are today. Georgia 
State and many other universities are 
expected to increase tuition rates for 
fall 2011.

“We have a lot of problems go-
ing on in Georgia and education is 
not the problem,” said junior Macy 
James. “I feel like it’s really stupid be-
cause the people in the government 

will die and we students will take 
their place but we will be uneducated 
because we couldn’t afford college. I 
feel like they are not grandfathering 
a lot of students who came here and 
already had the HOPE to begin with.” 

The state legislature’s higher ed-
ucation committees will meet again 
in the fall and attempt to draft legisla-
tion making more HOPE changes to 
keep it from losing more money.

Because the majority of Georgia 
State students commute to school 
every day, transportation changes 
greatly affect the student body, es-
pecially changes to public trans-
portation services like MARTA. 
Students who drive on the streets of 
Atlanta may notice the huge metal 
plates in the road covering potholes. 
Recently, sidewalks have been un-
der construction, so walking to class 
takes longer because students must 
avoid construction areas.

Students who use the highways 
to get to campus also face issues. A 
recent study by Forbes magazine 
named Atlanta as the number one 
worst city for commuters. “Com-
muters spend 60 hours a year stuck 
in traffic, second only to those in Los 
Angeles,” said Matt Woosley,  author 
of the article. “If that weren’t bad 
enough, Atlanta is so spread out that 
only 29 percent of drivers get to and 
from work in less than 20 minutes, 
the third worst rate in the country, 
and 13 percent spend more than 
an hour getting to work, the fourth 
worst rate in the country. The local 
train system doesn’t service the en-
tire city, and thus fails to relieve the 
pressure.”

March 30 was the deadline for 
cities and counties to submit trans-
portation project proposals for con-
sideration by voters in 2012. This is 
because of the Transportation In-
vestment Act passed last year, which 
divides the state into 12 regions for 
the purpose of voting on a one per-
cent sales tax to fund transportation 
projects in that region, according to 

the Atlanta Regional Roundtable.
A total of 28 proposals were 

submitted from various counties, 
with the most expensive being the 
Atlanta BeltLine Streetcar Circula-
tor, costing $1.1 billion. The Georgia 
Transit Connector website explains 
that streetcars are more ideal than 
buses because they are quieter, give 
off fewer emissions and are not af-
fected by traffic. 

There are hopes that the proj-
ect will improve the economy as 
well because streetcars have helped 
with economic revitalization in oth-
er states. According to the Atlanta 
Journal Constitution, building and 
running the streetcars will create 
an estimated 1,399 jobs. Businesses 
may be more likely to invest on a 
streetcar line than a bus line be-
cause it is more permanent too. 

Compared to MARTA, the 
streetcar will cover shorter dis-
tances. It will be a complement to 
MARTA, rather than a replacement, 
providing transit service where 
MARTA is inconvenient. The first 
planned route will start at the Mar-
tin Luther King Historic Site on 
Jackson Street and end at Centen-
nial Park. Another will start at Arts 
Center and end at Five Points, going 
along Peachtree Street. 

The second proposal is MAR-
TA State of Good Repair, which will 
provide capital improvements to the 
system and cost $1 billion. In Octo-
ber, the Federal Transit Administra-
tion awarded MARTA with $19.7 
million in federal grants. $18.3 mil-
lion went towards the improvement 
of MARTA’s Mobility service and 
the replacement of the Brady Mo-
bility Facility. The other $1.4 million 

went towards an asset management 
system. 

“The city of Atlanta has been 
irresponsible with our money al-
ready. We have given them so much 
of it. When they talk about all these 
new projects, they sound good, but 
we have given our dollars to public 
transportation many times, and it 
still has not improved,” said senior 
Justin Taylor.

“I honestly don’t care about 
whether or not we have any forms 
of public transportation. I guess it 
would depend on how much it is to 
ride it,” said Jonathan Wallis. “As of 
now, I don’t take MARTA. I walk or 
drive. I won’t miss the one penny 
going to all of this either.”

The Regional Employment & 
Activity Centers Roadway, Side-
walk and Ramp Preservation, a pro-
posed $922 million project, caters 
to pedestrians and motorists. This 
project focuses on fixing cracked 
sidewalks, potholes in the road and 
other maintenance issues. 

“I think streetcars are point-
less,” said sophomore Amber Huey. 
“We already have MARTA in the 
Atlanta area. I think that the money 
and time should go towards fixing 
the sidewalks and potholes in the 
streets. The roads are just horrible!”

Also on the list of proposals is 
an extension to the Silver Comet 
Trail for bikes, four new bus routes 
and additional MARTA lines, in-
cluding one along the Clifton Cor-
ridor in Decatur.

An executive committee, in-
cluding Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed, 
will choose which projects they be-
lieve should be funded. Then, voters 
will decide to fund them or not. 

>> HOPE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

JOHNNY MILLER
Sophomore Erick Martinez takes a study break in Saxbys.

Streetcars and MARTA extensions a 
part of proposed transportation projects
By SUCHI SAJJA
Staff Writer

BRANT SANDERLIN | ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION
New transportation proposals by the city include adding new MARTA bus routes and extending rail lines.
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The Georgia Department of 
Transportation has submitted an 
application to the federal govern-
ment requesting to relocate the At-
lanta Amtrak station from its current 
Brookwood location to a 6.5 acre spot 
beside Atlantic Station.

The land, which is owned by the 
state, is near the intersection of 17th 
Street and Northside Drive. 

According to the application 
submitted by GDOT, the new station 
would create 431 jobs. The station 
would be a “12,000 to 16,000-square-
foot station facility, passenger plat-
forms and shelters, parking facility 
and layover track.”

For the project, the state is re-
questing $23 million to fund the de-
signing and construction of the new 
$38 million station. GDOT submitted 
the application for government fund-
ing after a $2.5 billion high speed rail 
project fell through in Florida. 

The application projects that if 
approved the design process could 
begin as soon as May. If all goes ac-
cording to plan, the station could 
open as early as July 2012. 

GDOT says the new station will 
be more accessible to customers than 
the current station on Peachtree 
Street. Currently, the station is not 
easily accessible by interstates or 
public transportation. 

The new stations could also ease 
freight traffic according to the state. 
Currently, freight trains are required 
to stop when Amtrak trains pull into 
the station because of safety regula-
tions and limited track space. 

If a new station was built by At-
lantic Station, it could be designed 
to allow Amtrak trains to pull off the 
main track to reduce freight trains’ 
wait times. 

In the application, GDOT also 
says that the new station will be safer 
for users. The state closed the park-
ing lot at the Brookwood station two 
weeks ago due to structural issues. 
Customers now have to park in the 
neighboring Atlanta Masonic Center 
parking lot.  

The application says also that 
the platform piers are deteriorating. 
By building a new station, the state 
says that it would prevent the loss of 
Amtrak services resulting from re-
pairs. 

Above all, the state says that the 
new stations would meet the Atlanta 
area’s future needs as well as solidi-
fying Atlanta’s place as an important 
stop on the future New York-New Or-
leans train route. 

According to Amtrak, the cur-
rent station accommodated 112,314 
passengers in 2010. 

 “We host people from around 
the world heading to places all over 
the East Coast,” said Margo Phillips, 
a ticket clerk. 

“We usually help more than 300 
people per day,” she added. 

Phillips stated that most of the 
patronage that the Atlanta Amtrak 
station receives is from college stu-
dents.

“We have a lot of college kids 
heading to and from school,” said. 
Phillips. 

The current station, Peachtree 
Station, was designed by Atlanta ar-

chitect Neil Reid and was opened 93 
years ago. 

In March, Amtrak reported that 
it has witness an increase in rider-
ship in the last 16 months. 

Amtrak officials say that the in-
crease is in response from rising fuel 
prices.

In all 24 states and the District 
of Columbia have applied to get a 
chunk of the $2.5 transportation 

money up for grabs. 
The Obama administration says 

that the projects that offer the best 
improvements to transportation 
and economic development will be 
awarded the money. 

In 2002, the State Road and 
Tollway Authority bought the 6.5-
acre land parcel from AIG for more 
than $10 million with the hopes of 
using it for a commuter-rail network. 

Atlantic Station could be 
new Amtrak home
By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor

JOEFF DAVIS | CREATIVE LOAFING
If awarded federal money, the state and Amtrak will be relocating the Atlanta Amtrak station beside 
Atlantic Station.

An interdisciplinary panel dis-
cussion on March 22 explained from 
a scientific perspective why the di-
saster in Japan occurred as well as its 
environmental, political and human-
itarian consequences. 

Audience members included 
students from the College of Arts 
and Sciences and Andrew Young 
School of Policy Studies as well as a 
surprise guest: Georgia State Presi-
dent Dr. Becker. Co-sponsors of the 
event included the Departments of 
Geoscience, Physics and Astronomy, 
Political Science and Public Policy, all 
represented at the panel.

The event was organized by the 
Director of the Asian Studies Center, 
Kim Reimann. 

“The GSU community has been 
greatly saddened by the recent tragic 
events in Japan,” said Reimann to 
Georgia State News. “Reports about 
the enormous destruction caused 
by the earthquake and tsunami of 
March 11 and the ongoing crisis at the 
nuclear power plant in Fukushima 
have been a great cause of concern.”

Georgia State has a vested inter-
est in Japan because some of the pan-
elists have conducted research with 
Japanese colleagues.

Hassan A. Babaie, associate pro-
fessor of geosciences and computer 
science, opened the series of presen-

tations with a detailed explanation 
about the unique geological charac-
teristics of Japan and their signifi-
cance related to the earthquake and 
subsequent tsunami. 

Japan sits on tectonic plates that 
are like huge ragged pieces of tile that 
rub against each other, causing fric-
tion. Sometimes, these plates lock to-
gether and over a long period of time, 
built-up energy eventually releases 
and creates an earthquake, Babaie 
said. Although the 9.0 magnitude 
earthquake that hit Japan on March 
11 was rare, magnitude 7 and 8 earth-
quakes are more common there, he 
said. Babaie emphasized that earth-
quakes are a normal part of Japanese 
history.

“This has been happening for 
centuries,” he said. “Japan owes its 
existence to earthquakes and volca-
noes.” For millions of years, volca-
nic eruptions and shifts in the earth 
have molded the geological features 
of modern-day Japan. Babaie said in 
a sentiment shared by other panelists 
that the Japanese have years of expe-
rience preparing for and dealing with 
earthquakes and tsunamis.

One of the biggest concerns of 
the Japanese and global communities 
is the impact of damages sustained at 
the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Pow-
er Station. There are fears of radia-
tion poisoning people and contami-
nating nearby land and water.

“There is radiation everywhere, 

even in your body. You cannot avoid 
it,” said Xiaochun He, a nuclear phys-
icist from the Department of Physics 
And astronomy. He demonstrated 
this by bringing a radiation sensor 
close to a dinner plate. Most amounts 
of radiation that people are exposed 
to, whether natural or man-made, are 
so small that they will not harm you, 
he said. His “Nuclear Physics in Two 
Minutes” presentation addressed 
the concerns of the potential nega-
tive effects of radiation by educating 
the audience about what radiation is 
and about its relations to nuclear re-
actions. Radiation is the energy that 
is left over from the fission of nuclei 
during a nuclear reaction, He said. 
One of the reasons why nuclear en-
ergy is so popular is that it can pro-
duces multiple times the energy that 
coal, an energy source that has been 
attributed to global warming, can, he 
added.

John Duffield, professor of po-
litical science, fears that the disas-
ter will undermine Japanese energy 
policy. Nuclear energy production 
is believed to help prevent global 
warming, replacing the carbon-
emitting energy of fossil fuels. The 
Japanese enacted policy just last year 
to increase the number of nuclear 
reactors and thereby reduce foreign 
energy dependency by the year 2030, 
but this disaster may only agitate 
what Duffield called Japan’s nuclear 
“allergy,” a result of the atomic bomb-

ing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki dur-
ing World War Two.

“There has been approximately 
11,000 deaths, 16,000 missing per-
sons, and 450,000 displaced resi-
dents,” said William L. Waugh Jr., a 
professor of public management and 
policy. Despite the immense impact, 
Waugh believes the Japanese have 
been doing a decent job. They have 
already prepared for disasters like 
this by having systems that automati-
cally shut off in the event of a disaster 
and one of the best building codes in 
the world, he said. 

“The difference between the 
U.S. and Japan is that they have less 
reliance on non-governmental sourc-

es,” he said. “We, the U.S., have sev-
eral churches equipped with disaster 
relief plans and kits.”

In the aftermath of the disaster, 
lack of information from the govern-
ment and the owners of the Fuku-
shima site, the Tokyo Electric Power 
Company, has drawn criticism. 

“If you ever have a government 
official say information is being given 
out on a limited basis to prevent pan-
ic, he doesn’t know what he is doing,” 
Waugh said. He believes that provid-
ing more information to people will 
prevent panic and equip residents 
with the knowledge needed to deal 
with new developments.

Scholars present scientific, policy analyses on disaster in Japan
By IRIS EBEN
Staff Writer

UNIVERSITY RELATIONS
Speakers at the March 22 event discussed possible outcomes in Japan.
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“Incarceration rates have 
increased exponentially, but we 
have failed to expand drug courts 
and other diversionary programs.”

D.J. Dunson
Staff Writer

dunsnchecksin@yahoo.com

Georgia’s $1 billion budget defi-
cit has politicians scrambling to find 
alternative methods of slashing the 
budget. However, instead of slicing 
school budgets, social programs and 
HOPE, it’s time the state began look-
ing at reforming its prison system. 
Georgia has the nation’s fourth high-
est incarceration rate, which makes 
this issue especially relevant to the 
Peach State.  

On Thursday, the NAACP 
released a report revealing that 
between 1987 and 2007, state prison 
spending grew at six times the rate 
of higher education spending. Newt 
Gingrich, who wrote an op-ed on 
the issue in January, endorsed the 
NAACP’s findings. It seems the po-
tential of becoming the Republican 
nominee for President of the United 
States has returned Newt Gingrich to 
the land of the reasonable.

For some time, there was a mis-
conception that the most efficient 
way to reduce crime was giving 
longer, tougher sentences to criminal 
offenders. According Gringrich’s 
op-ed, some states with the larg-
est reductions in crime have also 
lowered their prison populations. 
For example, Texas made changes 
to include more drug courts and 
treatment programs. Crime dropped 
10 percent between 2004 and 2009 
and the state is expected to save $2 
billion over the next five years.

If Georgia is going to make seri-
ous prison reform, it has to reduce 
sentences for lower level offenders, 
give judges more discretion in sen-
tencing and put more emphasis on 
alternative sentencing programs. 

The ‘tough on crime’ movement 
in the 80s resulted in an explosion 
of the prison population. For years, 
conservatives like Newt Gingrich 
sought to implement tougher sen-
tences for violent and non-violent of-
fenders alike. Unfortunately, getting 
tougher on crime came with costs. 

Today, Gingrich is champion-
ing the cause of reversing the effects 
his movement made two decades 
ago. Prison sentences have soared 
since the 1970s. Between 1972 and 
2008, the number of prisoners in the 
United States grew by 708 percent, 
according to a study by the Pew 
Center. 

The implementation of the 
three strikes law in Georgia and 
across the United States, which 
requires state courts to hand down 
extended periods of incarceration to 
offenders who have been convicted 

of a serious criminal offense on three 
or more separate occasions, has 
been blamed for clogging up Georgia 
prisons as well.

According to the Pew Center, 
one in every 13 Georgia residents 
is either in jail, on probation or on 
parole. This is more than twice the 
national average. As a result, Georgia 
spends $1 billion annually to house 
its prisoners. 

Incarceration rates have 
increased exponentially, but we 
have failed to expand drug courts 
and other diversionary programs. A 
majority of these prisoners are either 
mentally ill or serious drug addicts 
who would be better served in reha-
bilitation programs or mental health 
facilities. Instead, they are siphoned 
into the prison system, where they 
don’t receive the necessary rehabili-
tation. 

Drug courts, which generally 
assign offenders to treatment instead 
of prison, are a superior method of 
treating drug-related offenders. Un-
fortunately, these alternative means 
are underutilized while private, for-
profit prisons have profiteered off of 
repeat offenders who don’t receive 
proper treatment in these facilities.

In Georgia, two-thirds of drug 
offenders end up back in prisons. If 
two-thirds of students had repeated 
a grade, we’d be calling for teach-
ers to lose their jobs. That number 
is in stark contrast to the 12 percent 
of drug courts’ non-violent offend-
ers who end up back in prison. For 
non-violent offenders, the emphasis 
should be on rehabilitation instead of 
incarceration.

In addition, it’s also beneficial 
to re-analyze the strict sentencing 
guidelines enacted in the last 20 
years. It’s not rare for juries to regret 
finding a defendant guilty after he 
or she is handed down a cruel and 
unusual sentence in relation to the 
crime they committed. 

For example, in 2005,17-year-
old Genarlow Wilson’s appeal gained 
national acclaim after he was handed 
a 10-year sentence for violating an 
obscure section of Georgia’s archaic 
statutory rape law. The jury stated it 
wanted to follow the letter of the law, 
but also said they did not understand 
what the sentence would be. 

While Wilson’s story had a 
positive ending, there are even more 
prisoners serving lengthy sentences 
that don’t fit the crime. The time of 
simply being tough on crime is over. 
It’s time we also got smart on crime.

Being tough on crime 
becomes tougher on budget
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New policy neglects personal responsibility
Beginning in fall 2011, Georgia State will 

implement a new Repeat to Replace policy. 
Created by the Student Government Associa-
tion, it will give students the ability to repeat a 
course in which they earned a failing grade and 
replace the original grade with the new grade. 
Instead of both grades being averaged into the 
student’s GPA, only the second passing grade 
would count.

The policy originally stalled in the Senate’s 
Committee on Admissions and Standards, with 
the university administration voicing concern 
over the number of repeats a student could have 
and the effect the process would have on the 
registrar’s office.

These issues are mostly administrative, but 
it seems that SGA and the University over-
looked a fundamental problem with the policy: 
the effect on the quality of education.

A Repeat and Replace policy undermines 
one of the most important things that college is 
supposed to be about – accountability. For most 
students, the shock of being completely in con-
trol is part of the learning process and college 
is where many people learn for the first time to 
be accountable for their actions. College should 
be the transition from high school to the “real 
world,” giving young adults a chance to see both 
the fruits of and repercussions for their actions. 
After all, “do-overs” or “mulligans” don’t exist 
in most professional contexts.

Things happen and students sometimes 
need a break from the university, but there 
are a host of policies already in place for such 
situations. A hardship withdrawal, for instance, 
gives a student who has encountered financial, 
medical or personal problems a chance to get 
grades from a given semester changed. Unlike 
the Repeat and Replace policy, however, a hard-
ship withdrawal gives the instructor the ability 
to change the grade.

The policy will change what a student’s 
GPA means, which is something alumni could 
take exception to. While the policy has a cap 
of four courses, the difference in the GPA after 
four failing grades are replaced with passing 
grades could be notable.

University officials were also reluctant 
about the policy because they feared that some 
students would defer graduation in hopes of 
using it to improve their GPA. The fact is, any 
time a student retakes a class, they are deferring 
graduation. Ultimately, the policy will make the 
four-year degree take even longer to earn.

Indeed, this policy appears to be one that 
benefits the university fiscally, but is masquer-
ading as something for the students. In the end, 
giving students a chance to repeat and replace 
will make their degrees take longer to earn 
while subverting one of the most basic pedagog-
ical tenets of the college experience: personal 
accountability.
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Let’s change the state of college media
Recently, I tweeted “Something 

tells me I need to start learning 
HTML and coding.” I figured those 
skills, among others, are important 
because I am a journalism student 
and I know the industry is changing. 
Evidently, I am in the minority.

About a month ago, journalist 
Lauren Rabiano wrote a blog post in 
which she ranted about the state of 
college media. Rabiano had been the 
online editor for her alma mater’s 
newspaper and she was able to 
reunite with the paper’s manager at 
a convention, who told her the posi-
tion had not been filled since she left.  

It gets worse. “At least five 
different people at the conference 
(usually the lone web champion 
or the point-of-desperation advi-
sor) told me that they just can’t get 
students motivated about the web,” 
Rabiano said. 

I find that deplorable, but, sadly, 
I see that type of apathy in many 
media students. There are probably 
hundreds of journalism students 
on campus, yet, when I have asked 
students if they are involved in 
student media, I usually get a blank 
stare. I usually get the same reaction 
if I ask someone if they are involved 
in professional organizations like the 
Atlanta Press Club or the National 
Association of Black Journalists. 

I am a strong proponent of edu-

“Competition is stiff and online 
skills, or a lack thereof, can make 
or break a young journalist’s 
career.”

Ashleigh Atwell
Staff Writer

aatwell3@student.gsu.edu

cation and believe it is beneficial to 
go to college. But, in some industries, 
having a degree is not enough. Jour-
nalism is one of those industries. 
Getting a 3.0 GPA and graduating 
with honors is commendable, but it 
will not matter to an editor or other 
potential employer if you do not 
have any clips or a portfolio.  

As I mentioned before, the 
industry is changing rapidly and 
many great writers could get looked 
over if their skills go no further 
than knowing how to use Microsoft 
Office. Not only do writers have to 
write their own articles, we have to 
take pictures, edit, create layouts, 
code, film and blog our own stories. 
I have a full year in school left, and 
I already have potential employers 
asking me if I have experience in 
blogging and social media. Competi-
tion is stiff and online skills, or a lack 
thereof, can make or break a young 
journalist’s career. 

There is no such thing as a per-

fect publication. Yes, The Signal has 
its own set of issues, and I am sure 
GSTV, WRAS and student media or-
ganizations across the country face 
their own problems too. However, 
I do not think that is an excuse to 
forgo them altogether or give mini-
mum effort. An organization is only 
as strong as its members. 

I admit, I have had my own slip-
ups when it comes to my writing for 
publications, but I try not to burn 
any bridges because I could need a 
reference or some form of assis-
tance from an editor one day. Also, 
I respect the editors and the rest of 
the staff enough to give The Signal 
my best effort. Any other journalism 
student should do the same for their 
publications and organizations. 

In her article, Rabiano said, 
“Boy had I forgotten how doomed 
college media is.” Let’s prove her 
wrong.
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It’s time to get onboard for high-speed rail
Recently, the price of gaso-

line has jumped to an average of 
$3.73 a gallon and is expected to go 
higher. These price increases can 
be explained by the highly unstable 
political situation in the Middle East, 
which supplies a great deal of the 
world’s oil. One way to reduce our 
need for oil is to develop transporta-
tion methods that are completely oil-
free or reliant on reduced amounts 
of black gold.

Oil is getting increasingly scarce 
and difficult to pump out of the 
ground, further driving up prices. 
We are taking even greater risks 
pumping oil out of the ocean and 
potentially the Arctic. There is an 
even greater cost and risk of ecologi-
cal disaster. Just look at the BP spill 
in the Gulf last year, for example. For 
reasons like these, other countries 
have started to use high speed trains 
in a higher capacity. It’s time for the 
U.S. to do likewise.

Let’s look at one of the most 
successful of these high speed trains. 
It is the Japanese bullet train, called 
the “Shinkansen.” Operated by the 
Japanese government, the Shink-
ansen connects all the major cities 
in Japan. Trains travel at an average 
speed of 200 miles an hour and each 
train has seating capacity of 1,300 
passengers. Trains leave the Tokyo 
depot every three minutes during 
daylight hours and are very rarely 
more than six seconds late. In ten 
years of operation, there have been 
no passenger fatalities on these 
trains. The trains are powered by 
electricity, so pollution and oil con-
sumption are minimized. 

The Japanese are not the only 

“What are America and Georgia 
doing about high-speed trains? 
Actually, very little.”

Howard Stacy
Staff Writer

hstacy1@student.gsu.edu

ones operating high-speed trains, 
though. The French started operat-
ing their first high speed train be-
tween Paris and Lyon in 2001. Since 
then, France has added other routes 
so that now it has over 1,000 miles of 
dedicated high-speed lines. 

Germany and China also have 
high speed trains. One of the newest 
Chinese trains goes from Beijing to 
Shanghai, a distance of about 300 
miles, and travels at 250 miles an 
hour. Spain operates the Valero train 
between Madrid and Barcelona. Sie-
mens, who manufactures this train, 
says that it covers the distance of 370 
miles in two and a half hours. They 
also claim that the Valero train will 
carry a passenger 720 miles on the 
equivalent of one gallon of gasoline. 

Right now the fastest train 
operating in the U.S. is the Acela, 
running between Washington and 
Boston at an average speed of 72 
miles an hour. Scientific American 
magazine reports that America has 
225 miles of high-speed rail, while 
China has 2,594 and Europe has 
4,124.

What are America and Georgia 
doing about high-speed trains? Actu-
ally, very little.  

There are plans to expand our 
rail system as part of the stimulus 

package. The highest concentra-
tion of high-speed rail will be in the 
northeast, which has the highest 
population density, but other parts of 
the country would receive funding 
for high-speed trains. For instance, 
the route from New Orleans to 
Atlanta to Washington, the Crescent 
Line, would also be high-speed. 

I wish that I could say that 
everyone in America is enthusiastic 
about high-speed rail, but that’s 
simply not the case. The governor 
of Florida, Republican Rick Scott, 
has told the federal government that 
his state does not want to partici-
pate in the program. “This project 
would be too costly for taxpayers, 
and I believe the risk outweighs the 
benefits,” Scott has said. 

However, there are some sur-
prising supporters of high speed rail. 
Georgia Republican senator Johnny 
Isakson has come out in favor of a 
high-speed rail line from Birming-
ham to Atlanta to Washington. He 
has questions about funding and op-
eration, but he supports the concept 
because he knows that transporta-
tion is important to Atlanta.

Let me close by stressing a 
few points. High-speed rail will be 

SEE RAIL, PAGE 10
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Saxbys recently scored a 64 on their

health inspection test. Do you feel safe
eating there now?

S T U D E N T 
V O X

“No, I need like a 90 or a 95. 
I can’t pass a class with a 65 
grade so why should I eat at 
a place  that can’t even pass 
their grade for cleaning.”

Tiffany Fairbanks
Sophomore, Chemistry

“I do feel safe. I eat there all 
the time.”

Adams Lee
Freshman, Accounting

“No, that’s gross. There’s no 
way I would eat there. Well if 
I had known that... I actually 
ate there this morning so 
that’s disgusting.”

Tori Boles
Junior, Sports Relations and Journalism

“Not exactly. I really don’t 
like that. I really care about 
the health of my sister, who 
I often get food for to share. 
I mean, I don’t mind getting 
sick, but if she does I’m going 
to get angry.”

Anna Lee
Sophomore, Exercise Science

“Absolutely not. A 64 is failing, 
and I imagine that the condi-
tions of making food would be 
hazardous.”

Matt Scullen
Junior, English

“No, I don’t feel safe anymore 
because I guess it’s dirty.”

Iliana Uzunova
Senior, Political Science

good for America because it reduces 
congestion on the highways. Second, 
high-speed rail reduces the amount 
of gasoline we burn, reducing our 
dependence on foreign oil. Third, 

high-speed rail reduces air pollu-
tion and helps with climate change. 
High-speed rail is a smart, safe alter-
native to bumper-to-traffic. 

Let me encourage you to write 
or e-mail your congressman and 
senators. Do the same for your gov-
ernor and state legislators. Ask them 

to support America’s high-speed rail 
system. Join an organization that 
supports high-speed trains, like the 
Southeast High Speed Rail Associa-
tion or the Georgia Association of 
Railroad Passengers. Get active. It 
is a good thing for us and for the 
future.

Sunshine Law possibly brightening 
for Georgia press and public

Under Georgia’s Sunshine 
Laws, the public is open and allowed 
to government documents and open 
meetings. Government officials in 
Georgia have not been properly 
penalized for violations of the laws, 
however, and Attorney General Sam 
Olens wants to enforce the penalties 
for violators of the Sunshine Laws.

Currently, the penalty for vio-
lating the Open Records Act is a fine 
of $100 and $500 for violating the 
Open Meetings Act. Olens is pushing 
for both maximum fines to become 
$1,000 so that offenders will take the 
offense more seriously. 

Sunshine Laws allow for the 
general public to attend open gov-
ernment meetings, but violation of 
the law mostly affects journalists – 
agents of the people. 

Being denied information and 
access to government meetings 
hinders the amount and accuracy of 
information journalists can put out 
to the public. 

The Sunshine Laws should 
be amended, especially due to the 
current state of the economy in 
Georgia and the way things are being 
handled in Atlanta Public Schools. 

Parents and the press alike 
should be granted access to public 
information for their own personal 
use or for publication. 

Being restricted from informa-
tion has long been a problem for the 
press, but laws like this are supposed 
to prevent that from happening. 

“Reinforcing the penalties for 
the laws will hopefully persuade 
government officials to think twice 
about denying any member of 
the press, or the public in general, 
information.”

Zakkiyya Anderson
Staff Writer

zanderson1@student.gsu.edu

Another issue is the three day 
grace period for public officials to 
reply to a request, which allows 
government officials to change docu-
ments. 

Reinforcing the penalties for the 
laws will hopefully persuade govern-
ment officials to think twice about 
denying any member of the press, or 
the public in general, information. 

Furthermore, Olens also wants 
to change the way the laws are writ-
ten so that everyday people are able 
to understand them. 

Although critics talk about 
the decline of the print newspaper 
industry, that process certainly does 
not need to be expedited by the 
resistance of the government to give 
out information. 

The press thrives off obtaining 
secret information and conspiracies 
that are hidden from the public eye. 
And the people have a right to trans-
parent government.

Right now, because the fines for 
disrupting the Sunshine Laws are so 
low, it almost encourages govern-
ment officials to ignore it. What is 

$500 to a government office or a 
public official? Even worse than that 
is the fact the cases are rarely seri-
ously considered.

Many complaints are filed 
against government officials for not 
allowing people into open meet-
ings or blocking them from public 
documents, but very few are taken to 
court or even taken seriously. 

It has always been a problem 
for journalists to obtain information. 
People often give them the run-
around or misinform them. Changes 
to these laws would encourage 
other officials to think twice about 
withholding information from the 
press. The press should be allowed 
any information vital to the public 
interest.

More importantly, everyday 
people who are curious who about 
what their government is doing 
should have access to that infor-
mation. Furthermore, the public 
needs to show that they wish for the 
changes to be made. 

>> RAIL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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The Georgia State University 
women’s golf team will head to Pine 
Hurst, NC on April 20, to defend 
their Colonial Athletic Association 
title for the second year in a row. 

This year’s CAA women’s cham-
pionship will be held at Pinehurst 
Number 6 golf course, which Coach 
Mant said is a short course, especially 
compared to University of Georgia’s 
course, where GSU played their last 
tournament of the regular season. 

“UGA is a very demanding and 
difficult golf course,” Mant said. She 
prefers it that way; because she feels 
that playing a really tough course is 
more beneficial to the girls, especial-
ly going into the championship. 

“We kind of got beat up a little 
bit at UGA, and we’re going to fo-
cus hard and with all that together 
I think we are going to have a really 
good tournament at the CAA cham-
pionship,” Mant said.

The team’s star player Charlotte 

Lorentzen, currently ranked num-
ber one in the CAA and CAA Golfer 
of the Year after finishing first at last 
year’s CAA tournament, believes her 
and her teammates will have an ad-
vantage playing on a shorter course 
such as Pinehurst because overall the 
Panthers are not a long-hitting team. 

Even though Georgia State is 
still ranked number 1 in the CAA go-
ing into the championship, they have 
not won a tournament this season.

“We have not performed well 
this semester and it’s disappointing 
because I think that we have much 
more potential than that,” Lorent-
zen said. The Danish journalism ma-
jor does believe the team can come 
home with the CAA trophy for the 
third year in a row.

“It seems that everyone has fig-
ured out their strengths and weak-
nesses by now, and hopefully that can 
lead to some good progress in these 
next two weeks because we do have 
to perform,” Lorentzen said.

Women’s golf prepares for 
CAA championship

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Junior Charlotte Lorentzen will look to match her effort at last year’s tournament, where she finished 10 
strokes ahead of the competition.

By CARLY COSTELLO
Staff Writer

SEE WOMEN’S GOLF, PAGE 15

Two Colonial Athletic Associa-
tion powerhouses collided over the 
weekend as Georgia State took two 
of three against rival James Madison 
University. The two clubs combined 
for 49 runs in the series, making it 
the offensive battle that was expected 
from the two most potent lineups in 
the conference.

Georgia State came into the se-
ries riding a 23-8 record but only a 
5-4 CAA record. A trip to Harrison-
burg, Va. to take on CAA preseason 
favorite JMU (21-9, 10-5 CAA) was a 
test of the Panthers ability to perform 
against top-tier teams and a measur-
ing stick of their place in the division 
power structure.

After a rainy Friday set the stage 
for a doubleheader on Saturday, 
Georgia State’s ace senior Will Camp-
bell, touting a 6-0 record and 2.90 
ERA, took the mound in game one. 

Georgia State built an early 3-0 
lead, and they continued to add to 
that total over the next few innings, 
with the help of senior Brett Max-
well’s third homer of the season and 
some timely Panthers hitting. 

Campbell went six solid innings, 
giving up three runs, two earned, and 
striking out four. Georgia State, de-
spite a 6-3 lead, knew the game was 
far from over as James Madsion’s 
lineup, who came into the series with 
a CAA-high 314 runs scored, could 
awake at any moment.

This sentiment proved to be true 

as JMU cut the lead to two in the sev-
enth and rallied behind the NCAA-
leading 17th home run from catcher 
Jake Lowery to score five runs in the 
eighth and walk away with a 9-6 win 
over Georgia State.

Georgia State had little time to 
reflect on their game one loss, as the 
second game of the doubleheader 
was soon underway. 

Senior Charlie Olson’s arm and 
Georgia State’s offense, led by the 
bat of senior Ryan Fleming, showed 
JMU they weren’t letting the earlier 
fiasco get in their heads or affect their 
performance on the field. 

Olson went the full nine for the 
second time in his Georgia State ca-
reer, holding the high-scoring, pow-
er-packed JMU lineup to three runs 
off nine hits. Every time a runner 
reached first, their time there was 
short lived as Olson got five JMU bat-
ters to hit into double plays.

Olson got more than enough 
run support, as Fleming had his fifth 
multi-home run game of his career. 
Fleming finished the game with two 
homers and a double to go along with 
his six RBIs.

Senior Mark Micowski added 
four hits, a homer and three RBIs and 
senior Bryan Condotta knocked in 
another three runs. Junior Brandon 
Williams, with no intention of miss-
ing out on the offensive action, belted 
a solo shot of his own. 

There were no JMU comebacks 
this time, leaving Georgia State with 
a 16-3 game two victory and a chance 
to win the series with a victory in 

Baseball overpowers JMU in three game showdown

Sunday’s rubber game.
Game three started out much 

like the first, but the outcome was in 
Georgia State’s favor this time.

After building a 5-1 lead, high-
lighted by senior Rob Lind’s fifth-in-
ning home run, Georgia State began 
to see déjà vu as JMU started to claw 
away at their lead once again.

Back-to-back homers by David 
Herbek and Matt Tenaglia off junior 
Justin Malone shrunk the margin to 
two in the sixth inning. An RBI dou-
ble from Bradley Shaban followed by 
a sacrifice bunt by Ian Haynes soon 
followed, and just like that, it was a 
5-5 game going into the seventh in-
ning. 

Georgia State reliever junior 

Nick Squeglia soon gave up a tie-
breaking single, but the runner was 
caught trying to take the extra base 
for the third out.

After some blown scoring op-
portunities in the eighth and a strong 
1-2-3 eighth inning from Squeglia, 
Georgia State entered the ninth in-
ning down 6-5.

Two walks and an error later, 
and the Panthers had the bases load-
ed with Lind back at the plate.

With the count 1-1, Lind dug in 
and decided to take the game into his 
own hands and not let another blown 
opportunity result in a JMU victory. 

Moments later, a stunned crowd 
watched the ball sail out of the park, 
and just like that Lind had a grand 

slam, his second homer of the game, 
and Georgia State had a 9-6 lead.

Squeglia, despite a two-out 
double, was able to get the last JMU 
batter out, and Georgia State left  Vet-
erans Memorial Park with a stunning 
9-6 victory in the series finale.

Taking two out of three, it was 
Georgia State’s first series win in 
school history over their CAA nem-
esis, and they sent a strong message 
to other teams in the CAA.

Georgia State, now 25-9 (7-5 
CAA) showed they have the ability 
to beat the best and to fight for and 
possibly win a conference champi-
onship. The CAA has a new favorite: 
Atlanta’s own Georgia State Panthers.

By DYLAN RICE
Staff Writer

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Senior Rob Lind had a career day in the rubber game against the Dukes, going 2-for-5 with a 5 RBIs, 
including the go-ahead grand slam in the ninth inning.
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ANNOUNCES OPEN AUDITIONS
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April 23, 2011
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April 23, 2011
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To register for an audition contact bands@gsu.edu.

Back in January, while still un-
der the direction of basketball coach 
Rod Barnes, the Georgia State Men’s 
basketball team defeated Shaka 
Smart’s Virginia Commonwealth 
University Rams 76-66.

Three months later, the Rams 
were the team making a splash in the 
March Madness tournament. 

VCU made it all the way to the 
Final Four, but fell to Butler, the 2010 
and 2011 runner-up. 

The Rams battled against South-
ern Carolina, Georgetown, Purdue, 
Florida State and Kansas, defeating 
most of these teams by double-digits. 

The biggest surprise to some 
was when the Rams, who finished 
fourth in the CAA with a 12-6 con-
ference record, beat the number one 
seed Kansas Jayhawks. 

Before the upset the Rams were 
the eleventh seed and deemed by 
most as this year’s “Cinderella team,” 
Smart was focused on the mindset of 
the players. 

“Those people [the’ doubters] 
don’t matter,” Smart told CAA Sports. 
“The only people that matter are the 
14 guys on the court, and they never 
stopped believing.” 

The Rams were led by senior 
Jamie Skeen, who scored 26 points 
on the Jayhawks to land the Rams in 

their first Final Four in school his-
tory. 

After the unprecedented match-
up, VCU became only the second 
CAA team (George Mason in 2006) 
to play in the Final Four in its 25 
years. 

The clock struck midnight on 
VCU when they lost to Butler 70-62, 
ending their hopes of bringing a na-
tional championship to Richmond, 
but the CAA has gained even more 
clout as a competitive mid-major 
conference. 

New head men’s basketball 
coach, Ron Hunter, says that know-
ing Smart, the Rams success moti-
vated him even more to get Georgia 
State to the same level in the next 
couple of years. 

“I can’t wait to get the opportu-
nity to play in the CAA and coach in 
the CAA,” Hunter said on CBS Sports 
Kings. “I have a vision to get this pro-
gram to the Sweet 16 and beyond.”

With coaches coming and go-
ing in the CAA (Pat Skerry took over 
Towson after they finished 0-18 in 
the CAA), the fact that Smart chose 
to stay at VCU says a lot about his 
faith in his program and the confer-
ence’s future. 

“The bright future that our stu-
dent-athletes possess makes VCU a 
very special place for me to be the 
head basketball coach,” Smart said to 
CAA Sports. “I’m very excited about 

the opportunities that lie ahead for 
both our program and our univer-
sity.” 

The 33-year old coach was also 
offered a position by NC State, but 
turned it down.

“Coach Smart’s contributions 
to the university are unquantifiable,” 
VCU President Michael Rao told 
CAA Sports. “His character, intelli-
gence and pursuit of excellence em-
body VCU’s core values.” 

All that is great, but possibly the 
biggest feat that Smart has managed 
(aside from making the Final Four) is 
that he won 55 games in two seasons 
at the university, the highest total 
over a 2-year span in VCU history. 

Virginia legislators decided to 
honor the team’s accomplishments. 

Lt. Gov. Boll Billing was among 
others to thank Smart for staying at 
VCU and signing an eight-year exten-
sion. 

In a city in which this kind of ex-
citement comes rarely if ever (Virgin-
ia has no professional football, bas-
ketball or baseball teams), the hype 
most certainly brought Richmond 
together in a sense of pride. 

The former coach at IUPUI, 
Hunter has been encouraged by VCU 
and has his own plans for the Georgia 
State team. 

“The difference from VCU and 
Butler and Georgia State is that those 
programs and the kids in those pro-

VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH ATHLETICS
The VCU Rams fell one game short of the NCAA National 
Championship game

Hunter inspired by VCU’s success

grams — they believe they are go-
ing to win,” Hunter told CBS Sports 
Kings. “Next year we’re going to have 

a whole folk of people that are going 
to believe in what we’re going to get 
done.” 

By ZAKKIYYA ANDERSON
Staff Writer
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“I’m a great believer in luck, and 
I find the harder I work, the more I 
have of it.” These words of Thomas 
Jefferson are Charlotte Lorentzen’s 
tried-and-true motto for life on and 
off the golf course. 

This blue-eyed blonde comes 
from a small town in Denmark called 
Sorø, a picturesque community of 
about 7,743 surrounded by lakes and 
forests — a stark contrast to the bus-
tle of city life in Atlanta, where one 
can barely see the stars at night.

2010 Colonial Athletic Asso-
ciation Champion and Most Out-
standing Player, 2010 CAA Golfer 
of the Year, 2010 Scholar Athlete of 
the Year, 2010 NGCA All-American 
Scholar and five-time CAA Golfer 
of the Week: These are just a few of 
the titles Lorentzen has earned dur-
ing her tenure at Georgia State. With 
such accolade and success tied to her 
name, it is no surprise that Lorentzen 
is all business. Amiable and charm-
ing, but all business nonetheless.

Her entire family golfs, and Lo-
rentzen has been on the course since 
age 8. She has also played on Den-
mark’s national team since age 14, so 
the rigorous demand of her athletic 
and academic life is nothing new. 

“The really important thing is 
that you love what you do, and I do,” 
Lorentzen said.

Because her life is so tied to the 
worlds of golf and academia, outside 
friends are especially important to 
this Dane. 

“You get accustomed to being 
evaluated all the time, but they nev-
er talk about golf. The fact that they 
don’t play golf and that they know me 
for who I am and not for the golfer 
I am is nice. We can go out and have 
fun and just talk about things like 
normal people do,” she said. 

Most of these friends are home 
in Denmark, making Skype an essen-
tial tool for staying connected.

Nicknamed “Blondie” by friends 
in the U.S. for the cascading light 
golden blond curls that rest at her 
shoulders, Lorentzen said her friends 
keep her going and make all the hard 
work worth it at the end of the day. 

Speaking of her Georgia State 
teammates, she said, “We are a fam-
ily over here.” 

Flashing a smile, she pulled out 
the royal blue bejeweled golf ball 
marker (a small, flat object used 
to mark the position of a golf ball 
when the ball is lifted on the putting 
green) she used to shoot her 64 and 
explained that everyone on the team 
got one at the last tournament, mak-
ing it “kind of special.” 

After sporting golf cleats and 
an endless supply of khakis for sev-
eral hours most days of the week, Lo-
rentzen likes to dress things up a bit. 
Friends describe her as well dressed 

and stylish, and she admitted to 
sometimes feeling overdressed in the 
typical sea of college students outfit-
ted in sneakers, sweats and pajamas.

“I wish I could collect shoes. I 
do have a lot of shoes. My mom is def-
initely going to agree with that when 
she reads this,” she said with laugh.

In the shoe divider hung on the 
back of her closet door, there are 
flats, heels and sandals galore, each 
perfectly nestled in its own pocket 
to make outfit selection all the more 
simple. 

“I love my black flats, cause they 
go with everything. But I feel great in 
my grey suede heels,” she said. 

Shoe loving aside, Lorentzen 
puts on a pair of trousers just like 
everyone else, one leg at a time, and 
says to the lazy people out there who 
gripe about having so much to do, 
“Just do it!” 

“I’m trying to be as fair as pos-
sible, but that is just really annoying. 
I hate laziness,” she said. “I like to be 
busy, and as long as I can get my stuff 
done, then I can have a clean con-
science and feel good. If it rains and I 
can’t practice, I kind of get annoyed.”

Thomas Jefferson once said, 
“Never put off ’til tomorrow what 
you can do today.”

Lorentzen does more in a day 
than many do in a week and looks 
good doing it, embodying the wis-
dom of an American president in a 
Danish golfer.

Charlotte Lorentzen, more than a golfer

ABBY CARNEY | SIGNAL
Charlotte Lorentzen sliding on her favorite pair of shoes.

By ABBY CARNEY
Staff Writer
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“We played a pretty tough 
schedule this year and playing a 
tough schedule is hard because you 
are getting beat all the time,” Mant 
said. But she feels like her team has 
the opportunity to be successful at 
the championship. 

Since the Panthers have not won 
a tournament this semester, Mant 
feels that winning the CAA will mean 
even more to the team this year than 
in years past, because they need that 
championship title to advance to the 
NCAA regional tournament.

“Our back is up against the wall 
because for us to get into the NCAA 
regional tournament we have to win 
the CAA,” Mant said. 

Because they desperately need 
this win to advance, Mant and the 
team see going to regionals as a huge 
motivator for winning the CAA.

Currently James Madison is 
ranked second in the CAA, and Mant 
sees JMU as one of Georgia State’s 
biggest challenges going into the 
tournament.

“GSU is ranked number one in 
the CAA, but it’s very tight,” Mant 
said. Last year JMU finished right 
behind GSU in the championship, 
and in the NCAA, Georgia State is 
ranked 75 and JMU is ranked 98. 

It is hard for Georgia State to 

know what they will face in the 
championship because the only two 
conference teams they have played 
this season have been JMU and Xavi-
er, but Lorentzen does not see not 
having played most of the CAA teams 
as a disadvantage. 

“You’re competing against your-
self,” Lorentzen said. “I think that is 
best for us to play against the best 
possible teams we can play against. 
It gives us experience and makes us 
able to measure and see how good we 
are compared to them.”

At the last tournament in Ath-
ens, GA, the Panthers faced several 
top 10 NCAA division one teams, 
such as Alabama (2), Purdue (4), 
Duke (5), Virginia (6) and Louisiana 
State University (7). 

Georgia State will have had 
three weeks between matches to pre-
pare for the championship, and Mant 
plans on focusing on the girls’ short 
game and putting. 

“We are really going to dig in on 
some more short game,” Mant said. 
“It is something that we see, but we 
are losing so many strokes around the 
green.” 

As the girls tee off at Pinehurst 
starting April 22, Mant and Graduate 
Assistant Coach Jackie Szymoniak 
will closely monitor their players and 
coach them down the fairway if they 
feel a player is struggling to help her 
to get refocused.   

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS

>> WOMEN’S GOLF
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

“We are really going to monitor 
our players. You can really have ups 
and downs and sometimes you can 
just try too hard,” Mant said. “Atti-
tudes are good on the team but some-
times the girls can try too hard and 

get down on themselves and that’s 
counterproductive.”  

In the end, Mant wants her play-
ers to have fun, make good decisions 
on the golf course and execute as best 
as possible.

“The preparation has happened 
and now it is just a focus of mind,” 
Mant said “Take one shot at a time, 
stay focused, fully commit to your 
shot and enjoy.”

Picking up your entire life and 
moving halfway around the world is 
no small feat. Leaving behind your 
friends, your family and the life 
you’ve built up for yourself for an 
entirely new culture is an experience 
few are willing to face. It takes a lot 
of grit, but fortunately, Aidan Francis 
has what it takes. 

“After about a month or so, it’s 
fine,” he said with easy confidence. 
“You get used to it.”

For the southpaw pitcher from 
the city of Newcastle in southwest 
Australia, globetrotting is nothing 
new. He grew up traveling with his 
family and pitched for the Australian 
Provincial Baseball Team, an experi-
ence that took him on a 25-day tour 
of Europe. But living abroad for three 
years is an entirely different expe-
rience — especially since he’s only 
been home once. 

Fortunately, Francis has made a 
home for himself in Atlanta among 
his teammates, whose families are 
more than happy to take him in for 
holidays. He also has a girlfriend of 
nearly two and a half years, junior 
and Panther third baseman Megan 
Kallatsa. He said he likes Atlanta — 
though he wishes it had a beach — as 
well as the experience of seeing the 
world. 

Coach Greg Frady said he be-
lieves travel and exposure to differ-
ent cultures are the greatest forms 
of education, and that he values the 
unique cultural contribution Francis 
brings to the team.

“I think our team has done a re-

ally good job of learning from him, 
and I think he’s learned from them as 
well,” he said.

Frady himself is an avid traveler, 
and happened to be in Germany dur-
ing Francis’s tour with the Australian 
Provincial Baseball Team — as the 
coach of one of the opposing teams. 
After seeing Francis pitch against his 
guys on the German National Team, 
Frady made it his mission to con-
vince him to come to Georgia State. 
Frady said Francis’s contribution to 
the team has been invaluable.

“He’s a great baseball player, 
he’s a great left-handed pitcher, and 
our team has so much trust and faith 
in him,” Frady said. 

In his time at Georgia State, 
Francis has earned multiple acco-
lades from the Colonial Athletic As-
sociation, including earning All-CAA 
Third Team Honors two years in a 
row. The Friday night starter, he fin-
ished last year with a 6-3 record and 
an ERA of 4.96.

When Francis takes the mound, 
Frady said the team knows things are 
going to go well — especially in high-
pressure situations.

 “I really do not like to lose at 
all,” Francis said, leaning forward 
and clasping his hands. “You can’t 
help but put it on yourself, even if 
you aren’t playing. … You just have to 
learn from it and move on. If you get 
too caught up, things start to spiral 
out of control.”

Francis emphasized that his 
success comes from trusting your 
teammates, paying attention to the 
details and staying competitive.

 “Just trust all the work you put 
in in the off-season, ’cause during 

Australian native Francis makes new home in Atlanta

the games you can’t think too much 
about ‘am I prepared enough, am I 
not prepared,’ ’cause that’s just going 
to hurt you,” he said. “You just gotta 
go out there and trust your abilities, 
trust everyone around you, trust your 
coaches, and just compete.”

Nearly three and a half years 
after moving more than 9,000 miles 
from his hometown, Francis is fac-
ing a new challenge: his upcoming 

graduation. Like many graduating 
seniors, he’s still not quite sure what 
he’ll be doing in May. 

“Deciding whether I wanna 
go to grad school, seeing if I get any 
interest from scouts, get drafted, 
or if I’m just gonna go home,” he 
said. “Those three things are going 
through my mind a lot lately. I’m 
just kinda taking things as they come 
right now.”

An exercise science major, 
Francis said he hopes to work as a 
strength and conditioning coach at 
the collegiate or professional level. 
But Frady thinks that dream is going 
to have to wait. 

“He definitely has a career in 
baseball after college,” Frady said. “I 
really feel that way, that he’s gonna 
get a professional chance.”

By BROOKE MARSHALL
Copy Editor

AIDEN FRANCIS
Francis and and his girlfriend, softball third baseman Megan Kallatsa.



ENTERTAINMENTEDITOR

Jhoni Jackson
signalentertainment@gmail.com

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Savanna Keo
skeo1@student.gsu.edu

THE SIGNAL | TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 2011

www.gsusignal.com/entertainment

Emma Roberts thought that act-
ing in a scary movie would help her 
overcome her fear of horror flicks — 
until she had a nightmare about the 
Scream antagonist. 

“I woke up at four in the morn-
ing and never went back to sleep,” 
Roberts said. “I had been doing all 
this press and [must have] had this 
subconscious anxiety about it, be-
cause I literally had a dream that the 
guy was chasing me.” 

She took to her Twitter account 
to relate the incident: “Woke up in 
the middle of the night from hav-
ing a nightmare about #scre4m! I 
shouldn’t be scared when I’m in the 
movie...#ridiculous.”

While the film features veter-
ans Neve Campbell and on-again-
off-again couple Courteney Cox and 
David Arquette, a wave of young 
Hollywood females are taking over — 
20-year-old Roberts included. Pretty 
Little Liars star and teen drama queen 
Lucy Hale, 90210’s Shanae Grimes, 
True Blood’s Anna Paquin, Hayden 
Panetierre of Heroes and “Sarah Mar-
shall” herself, Kristen Bell, make up 
the new crop of Scream’s potential 
murder victims. 

Roberts did some screaming 
herself upon hearing of her approval 
for the role as Jill Roberts, cousin of 
Neve Campbell’s now iconic charac-
ter Sidney Prescott.  

“I was more excited than any-
thing else [about joining the cast] 
just because when I auditioned I re-
ally didn’t think I was going to get 
the part at all,” explained Roberts. 
“When I did, it overshadowed any 
fear, doubt, or hesitation I may have 
had.” 

“I read the script and I really 

loved it,” she added. “I thought, why 
not? It’s gonna be so much fun, and it 
was. Lots of blood and lots of death 
and lots of fun.”

Prior to Scream 4, Roberts re-
cently had supporting roles in It’s 
Kind Of A Funny Story alongside 
Zach Galiafianakis and Valentine’s 
Day, alongside, well...practically ev-
eryone in Hollywood. Now privy to 
the realm of ensemble casts, she rem-
inisced fondly on the surprises work 
days would bring. 

“During Valentine’s Day, I re-
member I would go into hair and 
makeup every morning looking so 
tired, then I’d see Patrick Dempsey 
and Jamie Foxx,” she said.  “I was re-
ally intimidated to meet Courteney 
and David and Neve [at first] because 
they’d been doing these movies for 10 
years. But they were so awesome and 
really, really fun to work with.”

The actress grew close to sea-
soned cast members during filming. 

“Neve would invite us over to 
her house all the time, and David and 
Courteney would invite us over for 
dinner and David would cook for us,” 
Roberts said. “Everyone was really 
welcoming and didn’t treat us like we 
were kids, which was really refresh-
ing and nice.”

The movie filmed for three sum-
mer months in Michigan, which 
Roberts compared to summer camp. 
From what it seems, considering the 
fun and games on set, she’s spot on. 
The cast hung out on a regular basis, 
and jokes and mischief went on con-
stantly. 

Surprisingly, most came from 
legendary horror director Wes Cra-
ven, who apparently moonlights as a 
master prankster. 

“He would have someone 
dressed up as the Scream guy and 
put him in places in a scene where he 

was not supposed to be,” she recalled. 
“There was a scene where Hayden 
was to open a closet, and no one was 
supposed to be in there. And all of the 
sudden this guys just jumps out and 
scares the crap out of her. He got ev-
eryone. I mean everyone.” 

Roberts was no exception. 
“I saw it happen and still fell for 

it a few days later! I was absolutely 
terrified,” she laughed. “I kept ask-
ing if he was going to make a blooper 
reel, because there are some really 
funny scares.”

Joking aside, Roberts, whose fa-
vorite scary movie is The Ring, noted 
that the films truly frightened her 
when she was growing up. Especially 
the first film, she said, due to its real-
ness in concept. 

“It’s really simple — someone  
that dislikes you that is going to dress 
up and kill you with a knife,” she ex-
plained. “It’s scarier [to think about] 
because whereas other movies are 
about the supernatural or a ghost, 
that kind of stuff is never so simple. 
That’s what really freaked me out.”

However, her ever-present fear 
of horror flicks probably won’t stop 
her from appearing in another one. 
The actress even alluded to another 
Scream installment. 

“You don’t know if I’ll be in 
Scream 5...or if there is going to be a 
Scream 5. So we’ll see!” she said.

Now that she’s a slasher flick 
actress in her own right, Roberts of-
fered up some advice to college stu-
dents who may find themselves in an 
encounter with a serial killer: “Don’t 
go to parking structures at night by 
yourself without a friend!”

Thanks, Emma. We’ll keep that 
in mind. 

Scream 4 opens nationwide on 
Friday, April 15. 

Emma Roberts scared by ‘Scream’

For being touted as “Comedy’s 
Lovable Queen of Mean,” Lisa Lam-
panelli is a pretty sweet lady. She 
might have a hard laugh at the ex-
pense of others, but it’s all in good 
fun. By all means, go see her at the 
Cobb Energy Performing Arts Cen-
tre Saturday — but don’t think she 
won’t pick on you, too. 

Lampanelli has made a career 
out of contradiction: She ridicules 
people of all types to bring them to-
gether. Most who see her perform 
can tell that she’s just doing what 
she loves, and that she’s not trying 
to make people lose sleep.

“I think people are sort of like 
dogs in a way. They can tell your in-
tention as opposed to just the words 
you’re saying,” Lampanelli said.

Her stand-up comedy is a 
cringe-worthy blend of racy one-
liners and well-intended cracks at 
everyone in the audience, but she’s 
indiscriminate with her insults — 
everybody gets some. 

“I make fun of people I like,” 
she said.

Insult queen’s one-day 
reign in Atlanta

GERARDO SOMOZA
Lisa Lampanelli puts thick skins 
to the test as a stand-up comic.

LISA LAMPANELLI
WHEN April 16, 8 p.m.
WHERE Cobb Energy 
Performing Arts Center, 
2800 Cobb Galleria 
Parkway
ADDITIONAL INFO $35.75, 
all ages

SEE LAMPANELLI, PAGE 20

By CHELSIE ROHLEN
Staff Writer

By ZACK KRAIMER
Staff Writer

Dumbstruck, directed by Em-
ory graduate Mark Goffman, is a 
unique film. It’s one that I wasn’t 
expecting much from but walked 
away thoroughly satisfied with. 
It’s a documentary that follows 
four ventriloquists as they go about 
their daily lives and centers around 
the annual Vent Haven Convention 
in Fort Mitchell, Ky., where ven-
triloquists from all over the world 
gather to showcase their talents 
and join in community with other 
“vents.”

The film is both funny and 
heartbreaking as you watch its five 
stars — Wilma Swartz, Dan Horn, 
Dylan Burdette, Kim Yeager and 
Terry Fator — go about their daily 
lives and oftentimes struggle just 
to be accepted for their craft. The 
ventriloquists range from a former 
beauty queen to a 13-year-old with 
huge dreams. 

Swartz is probably the most 
heartbreaking character of all. She 
is an older woman who lives alone, 
is facing eviction, doesn’t know her 
son anymore and has had practical-
ly all of her family abandon her sim-

ply because of her choice in being 
a ventriloquist. Watching her strug-
gle is quite difficult because she has 
such a good heart and wants noth-
ing more than to be accepted for 
exactly who she is.

The most miraculous of all 
the stories is Fator’s. After win-
ning America’s Got Talent, he went 
on to sign a $100 million contract 
with the Mirage hotel in Las Vegas. 
Though his story is awe-inspiring 
and filled with hope, it does have 
its sour spots. His father never sup-
ported his choice of career and still 
refuses to acknowledge what his 
son has accomplished.

Filmmaking Emory 
graduate goes dummy

DUMBSTRUCK: 
ATLANTA PREMIERE
WHEN April 15-16, 7:15 p.m.
WHERE Midtown Art 
Cinema, 931 Monroe Drive
ADDITIONAL INFO $10, 
all ages. Both screenings 
include a Q&A after the 
film with Mark Goffman 
and producer Lindsay 
Goffman.

SEE DUMBSTRUCK, PAGE 20

By CHRISTIAN PEREZ
Staff Writer

DIMENSION FILMS
Emma Roberts said she had a Scream-themed nightmare during production. 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 15

529
Predator
Die Rotzz

Guitar Lightnin’ Lee
COPS

529 Flat Shoals Ave. // 4 p.m. // $5, 21 and up

The EARL
Mickey
K-Holes

Shannon and the Clams
GG King

Hunx and His Punks
Oblivians

488 Flat Shoals Ave. // 8 p.m. // $18, 21 and up

SATURDAY, APRIL 16

529
The Clap
Turf War

Customers
Midnite Snaxxx

Bad Sports
Subsonics

529 Flat Shoals Ave. // 2 p.m. // $10, 21 and up

The EARL
Half Rats

White Mystery
Ex Humans

Personal and the Pizzas
Mind Spiders

Testors
488 Flat Shoals Ave. // 8 p.m. // $18, 21 and up

You can go to a punk rock show 
in Atlanta almost any given night of 
the week, but only once a year can 
you watch a slew of the best of the 
genre — from contemporary to clas-
sic — in one wild weekend. 

The Atlanta Mess-Around is in 
its third, although not consecutive, 
year. The fest consumes East Atlan-
ta’s the EARL and 529 for two days, 
and even a little on Sunday, when 
hometown power-pop purveyor 
Jesse Smith (Gentleman Jesse and 
His Men) plays the EARL’s weekly 
free, hangover friendly afternoon 
show.  

Smith, along with Damon Hare 
of Triple Ds booking, organized this 
year’s event. 

“I think it’s a great chance to 
[showcase] bands that just might 
have a couple singles out and are 
really good, and probably [are] go-
ing to do something important,” 
Smith said, and referred to Mickey, 
the K-Holes, Bad Sports and White 

Mystery. 
Mess-Around newcomers, like 

The Clap, are on the bill, plus a few 
returning acts.

“There’s a lot of bands in At-
lanta right now that have been 
around for a while, just chugging 
along, and all of the sudden they 
hit a stride. So those are the bands 
I wanted to bring back,” he added. 

Some local outfits, regardless 
of whether they’d been on the bill 
before or not, were selected be-
cause they’d mesh well with head-
liners.

“Having GG King play with the 
Oblivians just makes sense,” Smith 
said. “And they have a new LP that 
will be hot off the presses for that.”

Though more than 20 punk 
and garage acts are slated to play, 
here are three highlights from vary-
ing ends of the Mess-Around spec-
trum. One has strong Atlanta ties, 
another’s deeply rooted in ‘60s girl 
group nostalgia and the other’s had 
a heavy hand in influencing the en-
tire lineup, whether bands realize it 
or not.

The Mess-Around typically 
plays host to at least one reunion 
show. One of this year’s defunct 
bands reuniting for a highly-antici-
pated performance is Testors, who, 
to even a lot of punk rock aficiona-
dos, are unknown. In the late ‘70s, 
however, the band played the kind 
of straight-up punk rock that helped 
build the bedrock of the genre. But 
even then, Testors existed a bit under 
the radar.

“There are actually definable 
reasons why a lot of people didn’t 
hear us,” frontman Sonny Vincent 
said. “One of them was we didn’t kiss 
ass to no record companies. Another 
is that we didn’t compromise our 
music.” 

Vincent said that New Wave was 
ushered in as a way to “make every-
thing a little bit lighter so they could 
somehow get it on the radio,” but 
Testors didn’t change their sound.

“Perhaps that was a suicide for 
us — a commercial suicide,” he said. 
“But we wanted it that way. 

We wanted to stick to the integ-
rity of what we were doing.”  

The Mess-Around performance 
will include all of the original mem-
bers, Vincent said. They’re playing a 
warm-up show in New York before-
hand, but that aside, the band hasn’t 
played together since ’79. 

The set will be all Testors songs 
from “back in those days,” he said. 

Since Testors’ brief run, Vincent 
has been making music solo, as well 
as orchestrating multimedia art in-
stallations. He was recording in Ger-
many at the time of the interview. 

Vincent sounded as excited 
about the performance as any fan of 
classic punk rock.

“I’m still living these songs ev-
ery day. I don’t know who’s going to 
like it more. I think I’ll like it more 
than post people, because I’ve been 
waiting to play these songs with the 
original guys,” he said. “It’s not like 
we’re just cranking it up to make a 
bunch of money. For me, it’s strictly 
the passion for the music.” 

Testors headline the EARL set 
on Saturday, April 16.

Frontman Seth Bogart is an un-
likely punk rocker — he’s a flamboy-
antly gay hairstylist who gets really 
excited about zebra print tights. If 
you’ve seen the x-rated Girls video 
for “Lust for Life,” you’ve seen Bo-
gart…and his “microphone.” (You 
have to watch the video to under-
stand.) Hunx and His Punx’s debut, 
Gay Singles, was a poppy punk-rock 
album full of sing-a-long anthems, 
many of them revolving around his 
sexual exploits and prowess. But on 
his sophomore effort, Too Young to Be 
in Love, Bogart’s taken a more senti-
mental route. Now backed by an all-
girl group (dubbed the Punkettes), 
Hunx and His Punx is now in the 
blatant ‘60s girl-group throwback 
realm. And it works. 

“It’s just about love,” Bogart said 
of the new album. 

Though he’s outspokenly happy 

with the change of pace—both lyri-
cally and sonically, it’s drastically 
less fun-loving and silly than Gay 
Singles—Bogart said he hasn’t really 
grown up. 

“I haven’t really calmed down,” 
he said. 

Bogart is notorious for his rau-
cous onstage antics, which some-
times veer off-stage. In the past, 
he’s grabbed unsuspecting audience 
members for full-on lip-locks. 

“It’s not all the time, but some-
times I just go crazy,” Bogart said of 
his performances. 

Considering the Mess-Around’s 
extreme party vibe, it’s likely that Bo-
gart’s outrageous tendencies won’t 
be subdued.

Hunx and His Punx play sec-
ond-to-last at the EARL on Fri-
day, April 15.

This five-piece outfit is one of 
the nosiest on this year’s bill. There’s 
somewhat freeform sax from Sara 
Palmquist and by mid-set, singer 
Vashti Windish is usually writhing 
around the floor like she’s literally 
stuck in a k-hole. But bassist Julie 
Hines said the band’s name is just a 
joke — and the band was too, at first.

“Our friends asked us to play a 
show, and it was all bands that had 
been a band a month,” she said with 
a laugh. “We were like, ‘We’ll be the 
K-Holes, that’s a really stupid name.’” 

Hines, who grew up in Atlanta, 
graduated from Georgia State, where 
she studied drawing and painting. 
Most of the band hails from Atlanta — 
everyone but Palmquist, who’s from 
Minnesota. 

“Jack [guitarist and vocalist] 
used to be in the Black Lips a long 
time ago,” Hines said. “We’re old At-
lanta people.” 

Hines said moving to New York 
City has been positive. 

“It’s expensive, but it’s fun. I feel 
like it makes you really productive, 
because you’re just always working 
on stuff. It’s so creative,” she said. 

The members have certainly 
been productive. In fact, they’re 
all in several different bands: Xray 
Eyeballs, Golden Triangle, Bezoar 
and Heavenly Blows, among others. 
Hines fronts Georgina Starlington, a 
band that pulls desolate vibes from 
country and blues. They played the 
festival last year.

Hines said she’s excited about 
the 2011 lineup, as well as coming 
back to Atlanta. 

“It’s just so fun to come home 
and see all our old buddies. It just 
feels like a family reunion or some-
thing,” she said. “It’s really cool. All 
the bands playing are so great — it’s 
going to be really fun.” 

K-Holes play near the start of 
the EARL show  on Friday, April 
15.

Testors of New York City

Hunx and His Punx of Oakdale, Calif.

K-Holes of New York City

By JHONI JACKSON
Entertainment Editor

KRISTIN COFER
Seth Bogart and his Punkettes 
offer a lighter brand of punk rock 
inspired by ‘60s girl groups.

TESTORS
Throughout the late ‘70s, Testors 
played now-famous New York 
City clubs like Max’s Kansas City 
and CBGB.

K-HOLES
Four-fifths of the K-Holes are 
Atlanta ex-pats, including singer 
Vashti Windish. 

THE ATLANTA MESS-AROUND
Two-day passes are $40 and include entry to all shows. 

ATLANTA
MESS-AROUND
a punk-rock party
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Back at the “old Lenny’s” off 
Memorial Drive, hip-hop duo Clan 
Destined was sharpening its scratch-
ing, recording, producing, rhyming 
and mixing skills onstage — not in a 
lab. This unique mash-up of perfor-
mance and production has garnered 
the group a growing fan base since 
the pair’s first studio album, Abbrac-
adamn!!!, in 2007. 

“I remember we used to bring 
records on stage and just take turns 
with cats like DJ Spytek and Creation 
and it would be a party,” rapper Am-
Dex said. “We didn’t really care what 
the format was, we’d just take turns 
cutting up.”

AmDex and DT (the other half 
of Clan Destined) are both North 
Carolina natives whose latest album, 
Self-Titled, is “all quality,” according 
to Creative Loafing. The newspaper 
gave the duo five out of five stars in 
its January issue. 

In 1999, AmDex joined the hip-
hop group Vinyl Junkies, and DT lat-
er joined in 2002. The group released 
Strange Arrangement, but AmDex 
and DT later formed a duo. 

Abbracadamn!!! was released 
under Domination Recordings in 
2007 and Rawkus Records named 
the group a top-50 indie rap prospect 
later that year. Its second album, And 
for our Next Trick…The Remix EP, 
was a compilation of remixes off Ab-
bracadamn!!!

Although recognition and ac-
colades help increase the group’s 
popularity, mainstream success has 
no space in Clan Destined’s itinerary. 

“It’s just not important to us,” 
AmDex said. “For some artists it may 
be, but that [mainstream exposure] 
doesn’t last long. The artists are in 
today and out tomorrow. But for 
Clan Destined, we had to do our own 
thing.”

For this twosome, independence 
means more than just being un-
signed. AmDex and DT find comfort 
in its unlimited freedom to do as it 
pleases — a privilege that certain acts 
get only in small doses.

“We get a chance to grow and 
do [things] at our own pace,” AmDex 
said. “It means more to us to get each 
fan one by one rather than getting 50 
people all at once.”

But AmDex wanted to make it 
clear that Clan Destined isn’t here 
to save hip-hop. In fact, he said the 
movement doesn’t need anyone’s 
prayers. 

“Its bulls--t when you think 
about it. Hip-hop has always been 
good depending on the way you look 
at it,” he said. 

Instead of trying to take on the 
role of the “conscious lyricists,” Am-
Dex said the group’s main concern is 
its music and fans. 

“What the other guys do is just 
as good, and there are no good guys/
bad guys in this,” he said. “Every-
body’s path is different.”

Clan Destined also strives to live 

and work as evolutionists rather than 
revolutionaries. 

“Revolution to us is simply re-
volving or acting against something 
that you have a problem with. So if 
you’re the good guy, there has to be a 
villain and [vice versa],” AmDex said. 
“We’re not the good guys. We’re just 
the guys.” 

Clan Destined has a good year 
ahead of them. AmDex said they’re 
shooting some additional music vid-
eos, which he said is his “least favor-
ite part of being an artist.” The duo 
will also headline some additional 
local shows this summer before plan-
ning a nationwide tour. 

“We’re just excited about this 
album,” AmDex said. “It wouldn’t 
have happened without all the peo-
ple involved: Illastrate, Boog Brown, 
Lyric Jones, Stacy Epps, Rita J., Ozy 
Reigns…. But in the sense that every-
thing falls on us, we did it on our own. 
When it comes to evolving, that’s 
what you do, and there is no end.”

Clan Destined: Evolutionary hip-hop

METHUZULAH GEM | EAGLE EYE PHOTOGRAFITTI
AmDex, left, said Clan Destined’s not about revolution, but evolution 
instead. 

M.O.P., SENOR KAOS, 
CLAN DESTINED, DJ 
DUG BOOGIE
WHEN April 16, 9 p.m.
WHERE Apache Café, 64 
3rd St.
ADDITIONAL INFO $15 in 
advance or $20 at the door, 
18 and up

By ANNABELLA JEAN-LAURENT
Associate Campus Life Editor

Imagine settling down at your 
favorite neighborhood hangout to en-
joy a beer and a bite when suddenly, 
an opera singer’s belt overrides the 
bar chatter. 

Opera on Tap, a nonprofit orga-
nization in Atlanta that makes opera 
accessible in unconventional set-
tings, orchestrates situations just like 
this. Part of a national organization, 
OOT Atlanta was founded in 2009 by 
Georgia State students David Aviles 
and Sophia Benedetti to not only ben-
efit the public, but the singers as well, 
giving them a fun and informal way 
to practice their art.

When people think of the opera, 
they tend to think of a stuffy theater 
filled with pretentious, wealthy old 
people. That’s partly true, because 
tickets are generally expensive. Be-
cause of these constraints, opera’s 
popularity is increasingly waning — 
particularly among young people.

The group seeks to reverse this 
trend by bringing performances to 
the people, performing in places like 
casual bars wearing plain clothes — 
no costumes, no tuxedos. 

“It’s an opera show for the cost 
of a beer,” Aviles said. 

Aviles is a classically-trained 
singer and has been singing opera, 
among other singing forms, since he 

was a child. 
“There is nothing more awe-

some to me than performing and 
moving people with my perfor-
mance,” he said. 

Aviles is part of OOT Atlanta’s 
core group of approximately 20 sing-
ers who first performed at St. Ange-
lo’s Pizza in Vinings in January 2009 
to a group of about 100 people, bring-
ing OOT to life in Atlanta. Since then, 
the group has gone on to perform at 
four different venues.

“We just want to do something 
where we get to hang out and sing. 
It’s low pressure and high reward 
because we enjoy ourselves,” Aviles 
said.

Beyond concerts, OOT Atlanta 
also gives away a scholarship every 
year to one deserving young per-
former.

“That’s the hard thing about fol-
lowing your dream, particularly if 
it’s artistic, because it’s expensive,” 

Libations and libretto

Aviles said.
The scholarship is just another 

way that OOT seeks to help young 
opera singers pursue their passion. 
The scholarship is fully funded by 
donations, and OOT also relies on 
donations to keep going so they can 
handle managerial fees, pay their pia-
nist and advertise. 

Aviles believes that OOT has 
successfully changed peoples’ per-
ception of opera and that it will con-
tinue to do so.

“People have been moved by the 
performances. They really enjoy it. 
They enjoy young people singing this 
really old music and doing a good job 
of it. People don’t expect it, but when 
they hear it they like it,” he said. 

Most recently, OOT performed 
Fools Rush In at Noni’s on April 3, 
showcasing songs that OOT Atlanta 
said, “celebrate, vituperate or mourn 
with those playing the fool...a call to 
unpretentiousness.” 

OOT produces something a little 

off the beaten path for most music 
fans, whether they’re fair-weather 
mainstream fans, indie elitists or hip-
hop heads. The performers urge peo-
ple to leave their misconceptions and 
stigmas at the door and simply enjoy 
good music performed by earnest, 
talented singers.

For more information and a list 
of upcoming shows, visit www.
operaontap.com/atlanta.

OPERA ON TAP
WHEN April 16, 7:30 p.m.
WHERE Pizzeria Venti, 2770 
Lenox Road
ADDITIONAL INFO Free, 
all ages. The performance 
is a showcase of past and 
present show tune favorites.

KATHERINE KOEHLER
Members of Opera on Tap Atlanta at a show called The Marriage of Figaro.

By ABBY CARNEY
Staff Writer



LW TW Album/Artist/Label

01 01 Reptilians 
Starfucker (Polyvinyl)

02 02 Wounded Rhymes 
Lykke Li (Atlantic)

03 03 Bellow 
Slater Canyon (Manimal Vinyl)

04 04 Constant Future 
Parts & Labor (Jagjaguwar) 

05 05 Bad Time Zoo 
Sims (Doomtree) 

06 06 Lives and Treasure
Acrylics (Friendly Fire)

07 07 Win Win 
Win Win (Vice) 

08 08 Colour Trip 
Ringo Deathstarr (Sonic Unyon)

09 09 Flora 
Fredrik (The Kora) 

10 10 Civilian
Wye Oak (Merge) 

11 11 Boys and Diamonds 
Rainbow Arabia (Kompakt) 

12 12 Explicit Pictures 
We Are Enfant Terrible (Last Gang)

13 13 Underneath the Pine 
Toro y Mol (Carpark)

14 14 Asleep on the Floodplain 
Six Organs of Admittance (Drag City) 

15 15 Zonoscope 
Cut Copy (Modular) 

16 16 Alexander 
Alexander (Vagrant Community) 

17 17 Only Mountain: The Remixes 
Take (Alpha Pub)

18 18 Smoke Ring for My Halo 
Kurt Vile (Matador) 

19 19 No Color 
Dodos (Frenchkiss) 

20 20 The Big Roar 
The Joy Formidable (Canvasback) 

21 21 The Golden Record 
Little Scream (Secretly Canadian) 

22 22 All Eternals Deck 
The Mountain Goats (Merge) 

23 23 Oh Land 
Oh Land (Epic) 

24 24 The Head and the Heart 
The Head and the Heart (Sub Pop)

25 25 Too Young To Be In Love 
Hunx and His Punx (Hardly Art) 

26 26 Do Whatever You Want...
Ponytail (We Are Free)

27 27 Mind Bokeh 
Bibio (Warp) 

28 28 Thai Dai: The Heavier Side...
Various Artists (Finders Keepers) 

29 29 Lesser Known 
Adventure (Carpark) 

30 30 Flux Outside 
Royal Bands (Glassnote)

Dutch symphonic rock group 
Within Temptation is back after four 
years with a fifth studio album, The 
Unforgiving, released alongside a 
comic book of the same name written 
by Steven O’Connell. 

O’Connell, who also penned 
BloodRayne and Dark 48, employed 
Romano Molenaar (X-Men, Witch-
blade and Darkness) for illustrations, 
and a series of short films were also 
created to further assist the album’s 
concept.

“Why Not Me,” a monologue 
from the first short film, Mother 
Maiden, opens the album. In it, the 
character says, “Someone has to take 
a stand against evil. Why should it 
not be me?” 

“Sinéad,” also the title of the 
second short film and the name of 
the comic book’s main character, has 
a catchy dance beat, which is com-
pletely different from the gothic rock 
sound Within Temptation is known 
for.

“Shot in the Dark” is used for the 
third short film, Triplets. This track 
opens with a haunting symphon-
ic chorus that’s known in Within 
Temptation’s music, but as the track 
progresses, there are hints of ’80s 
dance rhythms.

Lead vocalist Sharon den Adel 
is known for her soft, angelic voice, 
but for The Unforgiving, she focuses 
more on intense and powerful vocals.

Within Temptation’s album 
trademark — a symphonic ballad — is 
found in “Fire and Ice.” Another bal-
lad is “Lost,” centered on Sharon’s 
voice mixed with electric guitar in-
stead of the majestic, grand feel of a 
symphony.

Within Temptation has been 

In 2008, when TV on the Radio 
released its strained opus Dear Sci-
ence, there was a tension biting across 
America and the world that has de-
fined much of music for the past few 
years. Since then, it seems music has 
not sought to really make anyone 
feel better, only to make people feel 
less alone. On songs like “Dancing 
Choose,” the blind anger seething 
in the dark rasps of singer Tunde 
Adebimpe became almost over-
whelming. That feeling of choked 
uncertainty was most apparent from 
the album title, which originated 
from a note written by guitarist Dave 
Sitek that read, “Dear Science, please 
start solving problems and curing 
diseases or shut the f--k up.” So when 
I first listened to their newest effort, 
Nine Types of Light, I was more than a 
little surprised when I was overcome 
with optimism, of all things. 

Almost all of their former ner-
vous energy has become washed 
over with a pleading cheer, replacing 
hostility with a deep warmth. Nine 
Types of Light has made a triumphant 
return to the kind of music that fills 
you with not a chilling disdain for our 
times, but a simple enthusiasm.

Sonically speaking, Nine Types 
of Light retains much of what TV on 
the Radio has become beloved for. 
There is the trademark earthy howl 
of Adebimpe, the piercing guitar lines 
of Kyp Malone and the grandiose 
horn arrangements expertly pieced 
together by David Sitek to sound like 
someone shot a soul group deep into 
the depths of space. The key differ-
ence here is that Nine Types of Light 
can almost play like a verbose lullaby, 
soothing one into an eager trance, 
whereas past efforts have seemed 
like more of a call to arms. Tracks 
like “Keep Your Heart” and “Killer 
Crane” swell into joyous crescendos 
and pull of the rare feat of sounding 
soft without also having to sound 
melancholic. 

Yet TV on the Radio still show-
cases their unmatched ability to be 
dancey as hell with “Repetition” 
and  “No Future Shock,” which could 
make even the most arrhythmic 
prudes want to jump right onto the 
dance floor. Perhaps the best summa-
ry of Nine Types of Light comes from 
single “Will Do,” which proclaims, 

TV on the Radio
Nine Types of Light
Interscope Records

TV on the Radio find success after Science  
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“My love, anytime will do / no words 
will break me from this rule.” TV on 
the Radio has risen above all the tired 
gloom dominating modern culture 
and simply decided to be happy. 

— Paul DeMerritt, Staff Writer

On their third outing, 
the Dodos generally 
stick with their 
trademark ingredients: 
sharp, bass-free 
percussion, fast-picked 
acoustic guitar and 
soft but frenzied 
vocals. 

Don’t miss Seth Bogart 
and his soulful singers, 
the Punkettes, at the 
Atlanta Mess-Around 
this weekend. For more 
on the band and the 
festival, see page 17.

If ‘80s style synth-
pop is your deal, this 
Baltimore-based 
chiptune band could be 
your new favorite band 
— second to New Order, 
of course. 

SEE UNFORGIVING, PAGE 20

Four albums in, the 
Philadelphia native 
has hit a new high. 
His brand of folk has 
evolved to be at once 
classic and fresh — 
subtly lo-fi, sprinkled 
with psych and sure-
footed in lightweight, 
pleasing melodies. 

If you know Clipse, you know 
Pusha-T. He’s one half of the hip-hop 
duo, and he’s released his first solo 
mixtape, Fear of God.

Collaborators on the brief (it’s 
only about 35 minutes long), 13-track 
work include Pharell, 50 Cent, Kevin 
“KC” Cossom, Ab Liva and Rick Ross.

A blend of original songs and 
freestyles, Fear of God opens with a 
scene from Scarface. Blazing track 
“My God” features military drums 
and eccentric organ keys. “I can’t 
be bothered with paying homage to 
forefathers,” Pusha-T raps. “See the 
future like the car show floor mod-
els / Both feet in the snow so that my 
core follows / We don’t mourn for the 
dead n---a we pour bottles / Drown 
sorrows.”

Pusha-T freestyles over Jay-Z’s 
“Can I Live” beat, rapping, “Swim in 
the oasis of this drug dealers Baby-
lon.”

The Virginia Beach native stays 
true to Clipse’s MO, delivering po-
tent raps about cocaine. “Started 
with similac powder in a baby bottle 
/ Yeah. /The formula is warning ya / 
Crack kills offerings to the coroner,” 
he raps on “My God.”

On “I Still Wanna,” which also 
features a solid verse from Rick Ross, 
Pusha-T rhymes about still wanting 
to sell drugs: “Searching for the fish 
scale like I’m tryna find Nemo / I still 
wanna sell kilos.” “Feeling Myself” 
has major commercial appeal, fea-
turing a sing-along hook and strong 
verses. 

But the best track, however, 
is “Open Your Eyes,” produced by 
Nottz. It samples Queen’s “Bohemian 
Rhapsody.” The track has an intimate 
feel; Pusha-T lowers his voice and 
explains unfair odds in the justice 
system. 

On the Neptunes-produced 
track “Raid,” Pusha–T’s verses seem 
typical, but a sinister appearance 
from 50 Cent saves the song. At times, 
Pusha-T loses intensity, particularly 

Pusha-T
Fear of God
G.O.O.D. Music

on womanizing and bragging tracks 
like “Touch It” featuring Kanye West. 

In general though, Pusha-T 
stays in his well-trodden lane, rarely 
detouring from his tried-and-true 
cocaine raps. Although Fear of God 
is not completely original, Pusha-T’s 
swift delivery and clever metaphors 
allow him to shake doubters and 
stand on his own. 

— Tyana Jackson, Staff Writer

Within Temptation
The Unforgiving
Roadrunner Records



Atlanta Events

Want to see an event in this space? Contact Jhoni Jackson at 
signalentertainment@gmail.com with the event name, time, 
date, location and a brief description.

TUESDAY, APRIL 12

Richard Kickers
Atlanta improv actors perform two or three 25-minute sets. 
Relapse Theatre, 380 14th St. // 9:30 p.m. // $5, 18 and up

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13

Cinematastic Presents: Fantastic Planet 
Get weird at the screening of the 1973 French animated sci-fi film 
directed by René Laloux, which won the grand prize at Cannes. 
WonderRoot, 982 Memorial Drive // 8 p.m. // Free, all ages

THURSDAY, APRIL 14

Conversations with Contemporary Artists: Martin Parr
The High Museum hosts a lecture with the photographer, whose most 
recent project is Atlanta-based. In the past, Parr has chronicled Latin 
American beach culture, tourism of the Inca ruins at Machu Picchu and 
the newly wealthy crowd in India. To make a reservation (seating is 
limited), call 404-733-5000.
High Museum of Art, 1280 Peachtree St. // 7 p.m. // Free, all ages

Balkans, Knaves Grave, Mood Rings, Chandu’s, 
Bambara
Some of the bar sales will go toward the vet bills for a dog that was shot. 
Awww. 
Star Bar, 437 Moreland Ave. // 9:30 p.m. // Free, 21 and up

FRIDAY, APRIL 15

The Raveonettes
Just weeks after the release of their fifth LP, Raven in the Grave, the 
Danish fuzz-rock duo headlines the Masquerade. The latest album is a 
spaced-out departure from the pair’s typically tuneful pop works, but 
its creepy soundscapes still hold the same dark romanticism of albums 
past. Tamaryn opens the show. 
The Masquerade, 695 North Ave. // 8 p.m. // $16, all ages

SATURDAY, APRIL 16

Record Store Day
The annual celebration and promotion of independent record stores 
brings limited quantity releases and special events. Criminal Records 
will have in-store performances by the likes of Oryx & Crake, British 
Sea Power, Turf War and Emily Kempf. For a full list of participating 
record stores throughout Georgia, visit www.recordstoreday.com. 
Criminal Records, 1154 Euclid Ave. // All day // Free, all ages

Dead Parris, Street Lurkin 
Long-standing DJ Dead Parris spins indie jams, while recent Always 
Never Records member Street Lurkin (you might know him as 
photographer Oh Snap Kid) plays more remixed, electro-pop tracks. 
The bar is cash only, so hit the ATM before you start your night.
MJQ, 736 Ponce de Leon Ave. // 11 p.m. // $5-$10 (ladies free all 
night)

SUNDAY, APRIL 17

MondoHomo’s Wig Out II
Don a wig for an outdoor party featuring drag and burlesque 
performances (Ruby Redd, Dax, Devin Liquor and others), DJ Vicki 
Powell, carnival games and makeup by Atlanta’s Radical Faeries. 
Advance tickets are available at Charis Books & More, Friends on 
Ponce, Atlanda Radical Faeries, Mary’s, Sister Louisa’s Church of the 
Living Room and Ping Pong Emporium. 
Friends on Ponce, 736 Ponce de Leon Ave. // 2 p.m. // $10 in advance 
or $15 at the door, 21 and up 

MONDAY, APRIL 18

Songwriter’s Open Mic
The Decatur venue has hosted this event for nearly 20 years. If you 
like folk, Americana or other roots-type music, this is the place to hear 
amateur artists.
Eddie’s Attic, 515-B North McDonough St. // 7:30 p.m. // $5, all ages
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>> UNFORGIVING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

Nearly every race and sexual orienta-
tion has been the butt of her onstage quips 
at one point or another. Her jokes are in-
tense and biting, but it’s not her fault if 
audiences don’t understand her 
brand of comedy. 

“If you guys don’t get 
it, that’s cool. … You can 
go watch Margaret 
Cho or anybody else,” 
she said. 

Audiences can ex-
pect her classic style and 
more when she performs 
in Atlanta. Don’t worry about 
her losing her scathing wit — 
she’s still as irate as ever.

Lampanelli has seen a sharp 
climb in popularity in the past few 
years — thanks in large part to the 
Comedy Central Roast series — but 
she’s kept a level head despite her 
fame. 

“I still buy my own water at the 
airport,” she joked, but it’s clear that 
she means it. “I think [being level-
headed] comes with making it when 
you’re older, but at 49, I’d better be.” 

Lampanelli doesn’t read any fan or 
hate mail, so don’t try to get to her that way. 

“I don’t want to see any negative e-
mail. What am I gonna learn from it? I’m 
not gonna change anything I do,” she said. 
“I can’t read any positive emails either, be-
cause I don’t want to have this skewed point 
of view of everyone liking me.” 

Her determination for realism in spite 
of growing popularity is admirable, espe-
cially given the fact that in the insult comedy 
business, being refined isn’t the top priority.

“I like what college kids like because 
I don’t have a super-sophisticated sense of 
humor,” she said. 

Lampanelli’s love of Judd Apatow movies 
plays even more into this side of her personality.

Comedy Central has been featuring Lampanelli in its 
Roast series since its debut in 2003, and the show marked 
a milestone in her career. In these roasts, comedians get 
a chance to take a no-holds-barred crack at a celebrity 
guest of honor. She cites the recent David Hasselhoff and 
Donald Trump roasts as her favorites. 

“[MTV’s Jersey Shore’s] The Situation really made 
the whole show uncomfortable and horrible because he 
was just so awful,” she said of Trump’s roast. “I think the 
whole vibe was a little like we felt sorry for him but de-
lighted in it anyway.” 

Lampanelli doesn’t think her work attracts as many 
enemies as it used to — for example, people rarely accuse 

her of being a racist anymore. The only times this 
happens, she said, is when individuals call her out 

on the Internet for using homosexual slurs. 
“[When that happens] it’s just like, ‘Do you 

know what I do?’ That’s mild!” she said. 
Lampanelli tours much of the time, but 
she doesn’t have an entourage or the 

glamorous hotel parties — she keeps 
her travels pretty low-key. 

“I have my open-
ing acts with me, and 

my husband [Jimmy 
Canizzarro] goes with 
me on the road a lot. 

He’s there to have fun 
with, and he used to run 

a rock ’n’ roll club, so he 
knows how to do security,” 

she said.
With her husband’s cre-

dentials and her past at Rolling 
Stone (she wrote for the magazine in 

the ’80s), it’s shocking to learn about 
her music taste. 

“My iPod is so gay,” she said. 
“Poor Jimmy had to make me a 
playlist of show tunes! It’s only mu-
sic that me and my homos listen to, 

like the soundtrack to Hairspray. I’m 
really a gay guy.”

Lampanelli has come a long way 
since her days as fact-checker for Spy mag-
azine. One could say it’s been a Cinderella 
story for a lady who had her beginnings in-
terviewing hair-metal has-beens Cinderel-
la. It seems like there’s still more ladder to 
climb for this comedian — she was recently 
cast in a movie by David Chase, the creator 
of The Sopranos. 

“I never intentionally pursued that, but 
I got cast after two auditions. It was great, 
it wasn’t painful. I just learned a lot; he’s a 
genius,” she said. 

Lampanelli also released a book called 
Chocolate Please: My Adventures in Food, 

Fat, and Freaks to critical acclaim, but the 
title makes her Italian husband nervous.

“I wouldn’t let him read it,” she said. “When 
they re-release it, I might have to change the title to Two 
Meatballs and a Side of Sausage.” 

Although Lampanelli might enjoy acting for the sil-
ver screen, she still loves stand-up. 

“If something like that comes along again, that would 
be fine,” she said. “I was always about the live experience, 
though, so I think that’s what I’m supposed to do.” 

With conviction like that, you’d be a fool to pass up 
Saturday’s performance; just make sure to give yourself a 
pep talk in the mirror beforehand.

PHOTO BY GERARDO SOMOZA
Lampanelli, a Comedy Central Roast regular, said 
The Situation’s appearance was uncomfortable.

As a whole, Dumbstruck is defi-
nitely a feel-good film. Seeing the 
passion and drive in these individuals 
makes it hard not to smile when they 
smile and frown when they frown. A 
connection is established with these 
people, and that’s what makes the 
experience that much more affective. 

Dumbstruck is not an ordinary 
documentary. The connection with 
the “vents” is magnificent, and you 
will leave the theatre with a smile on 
your face. It’s almost impossible not 
to.

>> LAMPANELLI
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

TRULY INDIE/MAGNOLIA
Terry Fator (left) is called the most successful ventriloquist in the world. 

>> DUMBSTRUCK
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

compared to other female vocalist 
rock groups such as Evanescence, 
Nightwish and After Forever, but 

with The Unforgiving, the group has 
earned its own, separate recognition.

The Unforgiving still has as-
pects of the band’s seasoned brand 
of sound, but this album stands apart 
from previous works. It’s ambitious, 

and its direction is on the mark. 
Though some songs are inspired by 
the ’80s, the band was able to pull it 
off as its own sound and show some 
of its strongest work yet.

— Emily Yang, Staff Writer
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Georgia State held its annual 
Earth Day Celebration on Monday, 
April 4 in Unity Plaza. The Office of 
Civic Engagement and the Sustain-
able Energy Tribe hosted the cel-
ebration. 

According to Gabrielle Ar-
rington, the third-time co-coordi-
nator for the annual Georgia State 
Earth Day Celebration, the event was 
created with three goals. 

“The first was to create a col-
laboration between environmental 
groups on and off campus with green 
initiatives,” Arrington said.

The Sustainable Energy Tribe 
“is a student environmental organi-
zation promoting recycling on cam-
pus, environmental stewardship, 
political advocacy, and taking action 
through volunteer projects in the 
Atlanta community,“ Arrington said. 
“We wanted to show that sustainable 
living is something that is affordable, 
attainable, and even fun!”

The Earth Day Celebration in-
cluded groups like the Atlanta Her-
bology Club, InterVarsity and Geor-
gia State University Bikes, a group 
that promotes bicycling as a more 
environmentally friendly transporta-
tion. 

Students in an Environmental 
Communications course, taught by 

Dr. Carrie Packwood Freeman at 
Georgia State, presented a series of 
projects at the Earth Day Celebra-
tion. 

The course is focused on pro-
moting sustainability and students 
in the class hosted events such as 
“Meatless Monday,” “Bring Your 
Own Bottle and Bag” and “Presi-
dential Climate Change Initiative,” 
where the students encouraged oth-
er students to sign a petition for Dr. 
Becker to create a plan to make the 
Georgia State campus more environ-
mentally friendly. 

“The second goal was to pro-
mote healthy eating and lifestyles,” 
Arrington said. 

 “Meatless Monday” was created 
to “promote eating non-meat foods 
like tofu,” according to Arrington.  

The Earth Day event itself pro-
vided students with food from Soul 
Vegetarian such as barbeque tofu, 
greens and macaroni and cheese. 

“The third goal of the event is 
not just to raise general awareness 
about these sustainable lifestyles…
but also to provide ways for students 
to become involved in Georgia State 
and Atlanta’s green movement,” Ar-
rington said. 

Presenting volunteer opportu-
nities for students at the Earth Day 
Celebration were groups such as the 
Beltline Partnership and the Captain 
Planet Foundation as well as student 

organizations with green initiatives. 
“Ebony Wyatt [co-coordinator 

of this year’s Earth Day Celebration] 
and I were excited to work with the 
organizations, businesses, DJ Malik, 
the Sustainable Energy Tribe, Atlanta 
Herpetology Club, and the Office of 
Civic Engagement to put the event 
together,” Arrington said. 

The Earth Day Celebration also 
showcased student organizations 
with green initiatives as well as green 
businesses such as ZipCar and Ster-
ling Planet, a company that “offers 
comprehensive carbon neutral solu-
tions for businesses, universities and 
organizations of all types, “ according 
to their home website. 

“I definitely think the goals were 
accomplished,” Arrington said. “We 
had several students who had never 
tried tofu before; one student even 
thanked us for hosting the event, 
saying that the Georgia State stu-
dent community needed information 
about green happenings that would 
raise awareness…it was humbling to 
know that the event helped to make 
an impact on how students and indi-
viduals at Georgia State viewed sus-
tainability.” 

If you are interested in serving 
on the 2012 Earth Day Celebration 
Planning Committee, stop by the Of-
fice of Civic Engagement on the third 
floor of the Student Center for more 
information. 

Annual Earth Day celebration promotes green living

ANGEL R. WHITE | SIGNAL
GSU Bikes was one of several organizations that participated in Earth 
Day events at Georgia State.

By KENDALL HARRIS
Staff Writer

Fraternities and sororities may 
be known for stepping, but what 
about contemporary, hip-hop, salsa 
and jazz? Greeks on campus showed 
that they have more than one trick up 
their sleeves at the “Dancing with the 
Greeks” event in the Student Center 
Ballroom on April 5. 

The Office of African American 
Student Services and Programs, the 
Black Sophomore Society and the 
Black Graduate Student Association 
sponsored the event for its second 
year and featured five representa-
tives, each from their individual fra-
ternity or sorority, as amateur danc-
ers coupled with a choreographer.

A group of four dancers made 
up the judge’s panel, including a salsa 
dancer, a choreographer, a feature 
performer for the Velvet Room, and 
last year’s winner of “Dancing with 
the Greeks.”

The host for the evening was 
America’s Got Talent artist and co-
median, Xclusiv. Other acts included 
Ms. Phi Beta Sigma, the Georgia State 
Dance Ensemble, and Dancers On 
Pointe.

The Greeks went onstage with 

confidence and each one adopted a 
unique dance style in their perfor-
mance. This translated to positive 
comments from the judges. 

First up was Jessica Barton, a 
member of Sigma Gamma Rho So-
rority, Inc., with her partner Rahmier 
Dailey, who danced to a Jazz/R&B 
piece. Jena Alford, a member of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., danced 
a pop number with her partner Nae 
Thomas. Ray Bailey, a member of Phi 
Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc., was next-
- dancing a contemporary piece with 
his partner Tiesha Shelton.

The next Greek to take the stage 
was Roi Johnson, representing Al-
pha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. who 
along with his partner Nikki Lashae, 
danced to salsa. Performing last was 
a representative of Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Inc., Brittany Hampton, 
who took the stage with her partner 
Ryen Smith before performing a hip-
hop routine.

After the judges’ deliberation, 
Johnson and his partner Lashae were 
announced the winners. They were 
awarded a crystal trophy on stage, 
along with all of the contestants 
receiving a certificate for their 

THADDEUS MORGAN | SIGNAL
The annual “Dancing with the Greeks” allowed for exhibition dance teams to perform.

‘Dancing with the Greeks’ shows off fraternity diversity
By THADDEUS MORGAN
Staff Writer

SEE DANCING, PAGE 23
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Members of the “Enchanting” 
Eta Mu Chapter of Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Incorporated won sec-
ond place in the regional competition 
of the Sprite Step Off II on Saturday, 
April 2 at the Fox Theatre. The event 
was in Atlanta for its second year 
and hosted by Sprite as a scholarship 
competition sponsored by The Coca- 
Cola Company.

This was the Eta Mu chapter’s 
first step showcase with the Fall 2010 
initiated line, and according to Ash-
ley Ashton, president of the chap-
ter, the girls practiced at five in the 
morning rain or shine. 

“We wanted to showcase our 
talent,” Ashton said. “To me, we did 
a great job.”

At first, the sorority was not in-
terested in entering the competition, 
but after speaking with their gradu-
ate advisor they decided to change 

their minds and enter. In order to 
compete, they had to register online 
or by mail and send in a team roster 
to get approved by their national or-
ganization to make sure all the girls 
were indeed members of the sorority.

On the day of the Step Off II, the 
contestants had to arrive at the Fox 
Theatre at 7:30 a.m. ready to begin 
their day. The Eta Mu Chapter and 
the other fraternities and sororities 
competing participated in commu-
nity service with the Girls and Boys 
Club from 8:30 a.m. to noon where 
they taught the kids some tips on 
how to step and advice geared to-
wards staying in school. 

Around noon they returned to 
the Fox Theatre where they were al-
lowed to go into their dressing rooms 
and rested for about an hour before 
dress rehearsal started. After this, 
they headed to lunch then got ready 
for the show.

Although the majority of the 
audience was college students and 

older sorors, the Eta Mu steppers 
were not deterred in their efforts 
to do their best. The Atlanta-based 
singer, Ciara, was also in attendance 
along with DJ Rock-T entertaining 
the audience.

The other sororities and fra-
ternities that competed on Saturday 
were chapters of Delta Sigma Theta, 
Alpha Phi Alpha, Omega Psi Phi and 
Kappa Alpha Psi.

Eta Mu took home the second 
place prize for $2,500, the first place 
prize was $5,000 and $1,500 for 
third. Winners of this competition 
will compete in the national finals in 
Washington, D.C. and will be eligible 
to compete for two $100,000 scholar-
ships. 

“Overall it was a good learning 
and growing experience. We worked 
really hard and appreciate the bond 
we gained. We always strive to be the 
best,” said Ashton.

Sorority steps toward scholarship

HYOSUB SHIN | ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION 
Members of the Eta Mu chapter placed second in the regional 
competition of the Sprite Step Off II.

By JOHDI-ANN WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

The Georgia State PRSSA vol-
unteers and the Regional Commis-
sion on Homelessness hosted a fun-
draiser awareness event to promote 
homelessness in the Library Plaza on 
Monday, April 4.  

PRSSA members and volunteers 
stood in the Library Plaza area, hand-
ing out information packets and cal-
endars while encouraging students 
to sign-up to volunteer for commu-
nity service opportunities.

“Buy a raffle ticket for a chance 
to win a $100 Ruth Chris or Taco Mac 
gift card and help us to assist another 
homeless family,” PRSSA members 
said as they tried  to attract students 
to their table.  Every person who do-
nated at least $5 received a beverage, 
courtesy of Coca-Cola while those 
who donated $10 or more received 
a United Way t-shirt and a host of 
other prizes. 

The goal of this event was to 
bring awareness to Georgia State as 
well as the greater Atlanta area while 
changing the perception of the local 
issue of homelessness. The raffle was 
to also encourage students to help 
raise money for the Regional Com-
mission on Homelessness, United 
Way.

Meghan Dondero, a PRSSA 
member as well as Georgia State 
Alumni initially discussed the event 
idea with PRSSA President Erika 
Ludwig months ago. They thought it 
would be a great idea to bring aware-
ness to campus, and to also provide 
students with information about how 
common homelessness is in Atlanta 

There are approximately 75,000 
people in Georgia that will become 
homeless this year. Unfortunately, 
58,397 of them represent children. 
These families not only suffer from 
poor health conditions, but also men-
tal and traumatic stress. According to 

PRSSA hosts awareness fundraiser

the Georgia Department of Commu-
nity Affairs and United Way, approxi-
mately 17 percent of homeless adults 
actually have a job. 

All donations from this event 
goes towards the funding of the Re-
gional Commission on Homelessness 
outreach programs such as the Men-
tor to Success program, Hospital to 
Home, and the Street to Home early 
morning outreach program.

These are all signature events 
that encourage both volunteers 
and homeless families to be proac-
tive about life. The Early Morning 
Outreach program for example, oc-
curs twice a month where a team of 
United Way staff members and vol-
unteers go out on the local streets of 
Atlanta to wake up homeless families 
at 5 a.m. The mission is to help the 
community’s most fragile and chal-
lenging homeless population enter 
transitional housing programs. 

 “Rather than managing the 
problem of homelessness, we like to 
put people in permanent housing.” 
Meghan Dondero said as she encour-
aged more people to volunteer and 

donate. 
The volunteers had a great time 

engaging with their fellow class-
mates while they promote for the 
cause. 

PRSSA’s Georgia State chapter 
is highly involved within the Atlan-
ta community. They have monthly 
meetings and host social events to 
encourage students to join while 
establishing a network of profes-
sional contacts. They have an active 
presence on campus that they use to 
reach out to the entire Georgia State 
student body and help to promote 
the political and social issues that af-
fect us all in one way or another. 

PRSSA’s job is to change peo-
ple’s behaviors about an issue as they 
disseminate important information. 
The group also aims to be resourceful 
and committed to helping students 
succeed. 

If you’d like to learn more infor-
mation about PRSSA and/or ways to 
be a volunteer with United Way con-
tact Erika Ludwig, president of PRS-
SA Georgia State Chapter via email at 
erikaldwg@gmail.com.

CYNTHIA CHRISTMAN | SIGNAL
PRSSA teamed up with the Regional Commission of Homelessness to 
raise funds for homeless families. 

By CYNTHIA CHRISTMAN
Staff Writer

Gene Baur was invited to 
speak to Dr. Carrie Freeman’s En-
vironmental Communication class 
as part of the activities surrounding 
Earth Week.

“Killing animals is wrong,” 
says Baur of the Farm Rescue or-
ganization. Baur, speaking to Dr. 
Freeman’s class, was making the 
point that humans raising animals 
and killing them for food is un-
ethical, as well as a bad use of the 
earth’s resources.

Baur told how he had been ac-
tive in the animal rights movement 
for more than 25 years, starting 
in Orland, California. He started 
the Farm Sanctuary organization 
when he saw the farm animals that 
were sick and expected to die were 
dragged out of the barn and thrown 
on a pile to die and decay. Baur’s 
organization would load these on 
a truck and carry them back to his 
farm, where the animals would of-
ten be nursed back to health. 

From this beginning, Baur 
became active in the animal rights 
movement, pushing for legislation 

that required the humane treat-
ment of animals being raised for 
food. His organization, Farm Sanc-
tuary, now has farms in California 
and Watkins Glen, N.Y. and has a 
national website. 

Baur’s group has gotten laws 
passed in Florida to prohibit the 
raising of pigs in factories and in 
Washington to insure free-range 
status for hens. Farm Sanctuary 
stresses that raising animals for 
food is an inefficient use of the 
earth’s resources. Raising cattle, for 
instance, takes six times as much 
grain to produce a pound of meat 
than if the grains was directly pro-
cessed into food for humans. The 
water consumed by cattle is signifi-
cant, too. 

Baur said that there are parts 
of the food industry that do not 
welcome his message, forming ad-
vocacy groups to confuse the issue. 
Farm Sanctuary established the 
website www.factoryfarming.com 
to fight the arguments of the well 
financed food industry lobbies. The 
website is well visited, Baur said. 

To learn more information 
about Farm Sanctuary, visit their 
website at www.farmsanctuary.org.

Gene Baur speaks 
about animal rights

HOWARD STACY | SIGNAL
Baur is the founder of the animal advocacy group Farm Sanctuary.

By HOWARD STACY
Staff Writer
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Want to see your event in this space? Contact Angel White 
at signalliving@gmail.com with your event’s name, time, 
date, location and a brief description of the event. All events 
listed in the Campus Events calendar must either take place 
on campus or be produced by a Georgia State-affiliated 
organization.

TUESDAY, APRIL 12

Red Cross Blood Drive
The Office of Civic Engagement, Anthropology Club, Hands on Atlanta, 
and Habitat for Humanity are co-sponsoring the annual April Red 
Cross Blood Drive.  Share the gift of live--give blood.  Appointments 
can be made online at www.redcrossblood.org (sponsor code: georgiasu).  
Walk-ins are also welcome.
Urban Life Building West Exhibit Area // 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Spring Fling Caribbean Carnival: Island Bliss with a 
Caribbean Twist
Take a quick trip to the Caribbean with Spotlight! This year’s Spring 
Carnival will be Island Bliss with a Caribbean Twist. Come by for 
themed games, food and fun!
Hurt Park // 11:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13

Faculty and Staff Appreciation Ice Cream Social
Annual appreciation event for College of Education faculty and staff. 
For more information, contact Angela Turk at aturk@gsu.edu or 
404/413-8114.
College of Education // 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Spring Fling Indian Comedy Night: The Spice of 
Laughter
Come laugh with us as comedians Prashanth Venkataramanujam and 
Asif Ali keep you amused all night. Atlanta’s most wanted belly dancer 
will be performing and themed food will be provided.
Student Center Ballroom // 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 14

Spring Fling Latin Salsa Night: Salsa in the City
If you’ve ever wanted to learn to salsa, this will be your opportunity! 
From 7 to 9 p.m., professional salsa instructors will show you 
everything you need to know; then, at 9 p.m., the Grammy-nominated 
band Locos Por Juana will perform. Join us for a night of Latin flavor.
Student Center Ballroom // 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Rumors
Four affluent couples arrive at a party expecting to celebrate the tenth 
wedding anniversary of their friends. Join the Players at GSU as the 
couples go to hilarious lengths to save their skins in “Rumors” a farcical 
romp written by America’s comic master, Neil Simon. Reservations can 
be made at www.gsuplayers.com.
Dahlberg Hall // 8:00 p.m. // Continues through April 16

FRIDAY, APRIL 15

Language & Literacy Day 
Research on the Challenges of Acquiring Language and Literacy will 
hold graduate and undergraduate research presentations and a lecture 
by Dr. Laurence Leonard in room 230 Urban Life Building at 11 a.m. A 
reception lunch will follow the presentation.
Urban Life West Exhibit Area // 9 a.m. 

Georgia Sate Night at Six Flags
An exclusive evening at Six Flags Over Georgia for Georgia State 
students, faculty, staff and their family and friends. 
 Six Flags Over Georgia // 6:00 p.m. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16

Atlanta Creative Arts Symposium 
This interactive symposium is the first of its kind at GSU and it seeks to 
bring greater understanding to the aspiring music, film, and/or digital 
arts professional and how to be successful in the ever changing Global 
and Digital landscape. 
Student Center Ballroom // 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. // Must register 
to attend at www.acas-gsu.org

participation.
“It was a lot of practice that 

went into it actually. For about four 
or five weeks,” said Johnson, when 
asked about his preparation for the 
competition. “I think Greeks should 
show other talents besides just stroll-
ing and stepping across the campus. 
And plus it’s a great way to show that 
we’re different from other campuses.

“I really did enjoy the experi-
ence because the energy that my 
partner gave me was what I fed off 
of the whole time and as long as she 
was hype, I was excited. So there was 
not a dull moment the entire time.” 
he added.

Alpha Phi Alpha member Mat-
thew Braham had nothing but posi-
tive comments about the “Dancing 
with the Greeks” event.

“It was a great event [and] pro-
duction. I think that it was well orga-
nized. I can tell that the people that 
participated really did rehearse,” 
Braham said. “They really did care 
about it and as a result it showed 
when they were on stage. Amazing.”

President of the Black Sopho-
more Society, Kyle Walcott, also 
spoke in approval of the turnout that 
evening.

“I was too happy with the turn-
out. The Student Center Ballroom 
has about a 600 maximum capac-
ity, and everyone filled the seats,” 
Walcott said. “Definitely next year I 
know that they are planning to have 
the third annual Dancing with the 
Greeks and it will be a tradition that 
lives on.”

>> DANCING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21

When speculating upon the cali-
ber of young professionals Georgia 
State produces and what the alumni 
are a part of now, there can be assur-
ance that he or she is accomplishing 
great things.

Brittany Davis, a fall 2008 grad-
uate with Bachelor’s in journalism, is 
using her degree in an impactful way.  
She has launched a magazine target-
ing Christian women, titled Virtuous, 
founded by Davis in 2009.

“I tried launching magazines 
prior to Virtuous, but I couldn’t quite 
get them off the ground. I learned 
that it’s about writing what you 
know, and since I know a lot about 
the Bible, I’m able to be completely 
devoted to Virtuous.” 

While in school, Davis always 
knew that she wanted to launch a 
magazine. 

“As a student at Georgia State, 
my goals were to utilize every oppor-
tunity afforded to me.” She pursued 
internships with Atlanta Magazine 
and the Georgia Press Association 
to name a couple.  Davis credits her 
Georgia State desktop publishing 
class to her ability to produce a mag-
azine as well as she does. 

With success typically comes a 
few struggles here and there, but for 
Davis her journey has been rather 
worry-free. 

By CHATEAUX-CAPRI SIRMANS
Staff Writer

Alumna makes moves toward future

“Funding wasn’t as easy because 
I funded myself, but it wasn’t that 
bad. With having a staff and work-
ing with different personalities there 
may be clashing, but ultimately there 
hasn’t been too many struggles.”

With Davis’ hard work at Geor-
gia State, as well as after graduation, 

she has been able to achieve steps in 
her career goals. In the near future, 
she would like to write a book and 
have an online show. 

Davis has a dream for Virtuous 
Magazine, “I want it to be a multime-
dia destination for women to connect 
through Christ.” 

BRITTANY DAVIS

Georgia State alum Brittany Davis founded Virtuous in 2009.
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Spotlight 

SPOTLIGHT PROGRAMS BOARD
www.gsu.edu/spotlight

Spring Fling: Caribbean Carnival
Tuesday, April 12, 11 a.m.–2:30 p.m.

Hurt Park 
Take a quick trip to the Caribbean with Spotlight! This 

yearʼs Spring Carnival will be Island Bliss with a Caribbean 
Twist. Come by for themed games, food and fun!

Spring Fling: Comedy Night
Wednesday, April 13, 6-10 p.m.

Student Center Ballroom
Come laugh with us as comedians Prashanth 

Venkataramanujam and Asif Ali keep you amused all 
night. Atlantaʼs Most Wanted belly dancer will be 
performing, and themed food will be provided.

Spring Fling: Salsa in the City
Thursday, April 14, 7-10 p.m.

Student Center Ballroom
If youʼve ever wanted to learn to salsa, this will be your 

opportunity! From 7 to 9 p.m., professional salsa 
instructors will show you everything you need to know; 
then, at 9 p.m., the Grammy-nominated band Locos Por 

Juana will perform. Join us for a night of Latin flavor!

Finals Break
Tuesday, April 26, 7 p.m.
Student Center Ballroom

Stressed out before finals? Come and relieve that 
stress with Spotlight and end the school year

on a happy and relaxed note!

For more information, call Spotlight at 404/413-1610.
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Cinefest Film Theatre
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Leadership Development

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
www2.gsu.edu/leadership

Good to Great: Positive Changes 
to Help Reach Your Goals

Thursday, April 14, 1 p.m.
Student Center, Lucerne Suite

The most successful leaders know that it isnʼt enough to be 
good at what you do; you need to be great in order to make a 

lasting impact. What are the key concepts that can move leaders, 
and their organizations, from good to great? In this session, 
we will discuss how being a “Level 5 Leader” can help move 

your organization in the right direction.  

 

127 Hours, April 11-17
Monday-Friday: 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 
 5 p.m., 7 p.m., 9 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 5 p.m., 7 p.m.

Black Swan, April 18-24
Monday-Friday: 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 
                             5 p.m., 7 p.m., 9 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 5 p.m., 7 p.m.
There will not be a 7 p.m. screening of 
Black Swan on Wednesday, April 20.

Bouncing Cats, April 20
Wednesday: 7 p.m.

All shows free for GSU students, faculty & staff with ID. 
Guests $3 before 5 p.m. and $5 at 5 p.m. and after.

Goliath@Six.Flags.jpg
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Campus Events

CAMPUS EVENTS
www.gsu.edu/studentevents

GSU Night @ Six Flags
Friday, April 15, 6 p.m.-midnight
Buy tickets early for discounts!*

{entry/entry & meal}
 $28/$38 - April 1-14 | $35/$45 - at the gate

*No season passes allowed.
Free return ticket for June 5, 12 or 19.

On sale at Student Center Information Desk, 
the University Bookstore and www.rialtocenter.org.

Family & friends welcome | Children two & under free
Free parking @ Six Flags.

Ben Kronberg, Comedian
Thursday, April 14, 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Montana Skies, Cello/Guitar Fusion
Tuesday, April 19, 12:30-1:30 p.m.

COURTYARD 
SERIES
Courtyard Stage
Student Center
First Floor

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
Royal Flame Awards

Monday, April 18, 5:30 p.m.
Student Center Ballroom

Come to this annual celebration 
recognizing the achievements of GSUʼs 
student organizations. Awards will be 

given in the areas of individual student 
leadership, advisor involvement and 

organization programming.
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