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Legislation was passed in a 12-2 

vote to increase the monthly salary 
of all executive and three Student 
Judiciary Board positions during the 
Student Government Association’s 
Senate meeting on April 14,. 

“The type of work that we’re do-
ing, we deserve to be paid more,” said 
Vice President of Public Relations 
Christopher Sumter.

For the 2012 fiscal year, the sti-
pend positions of President, Execu-
tive Vice President and the Vice Pres-
idents of Public Relations, Academic 
Affairs, Student Services, Budget and 
Finance and 
Student Life will 
increase $150. 

The stipend 
for Chief Jus-
tice of the Stu-
dent Judiciary 
Board will also 
increase $150 
while the Associate Chief Justices’ 
stipends will increase $75. 

According to the legislation, the 
stipend increases “not only creates a 
stronger incentive for the individu-
als who retain these positions, it also 
raises the standard of work produced 
by the Executive Board.”

The recommendation for the 
stipend increase was in response to 
the excess in the SGA’s yearly budget.

“We keep running into an ex-
cess,” said Executive Vice President 
Elise Laplante. 

According to the legislation, 
there is a consistent and significant 
remainder of the budget that, if un-
spent at the end of the year, is re-
turned to the Dean of Students office 
to be used at their discretion. 

The legislation states that the 
SGA has experienced a yearly excess 
in their budget while continuing to 
expand co-sponsorships and services 
to students. 

“With streamlining those pro-
grams, we have 
created the need 
to not increase 
our budget and 
simultaneously 
increase the 
number of blue 
books and scan-
trons students 

can receive and programs students 
can partake in,” the legislation says. 

Current executive members of 
the SGA say that the increases are 
well deserved. 

President James Dutton said 

SGA passes salary increase for next year’s board

“The type of work that we’re 
doing, we deserve to be 
paid more.”

- Christopher Sumter, Vice 
President of Public Relations

Georgia State Campus Events 
announced that Six Flags canceled 
the planned GSU Night at Six Flags 
a few hours before the event due to 
severe weather. 

Those who bought tickets to the 
event will be able to use their tickets 
to visit Six Flags over Georgia any 
regular park day through June 30. 

However, ticket holders will 
have to pay parking upon their make-
up trip since the event will not be ex-
clusive to Georgia State. 

With the purchase of the GSU 
Night at Six Flags ticket, tickethold-
ers were also promised a free return 
ticket good for either June 5, 12, or 19.

According to Georgia State 
Campus Events, ticketholders will 
not be issued a refund ticket either 
“since guests will be able to attend 
for a complete park day of their 

choosing.”
No refunds whatsoever will be 

issued. 
Immediately after the an-

nouncement, students began flood-
ing the Georgia State Campus Events 
Facebook page.

“I don’t appreciate spending 
over $100 on tickets and not being 
able to get a refund because of rain,” 
said Georgia State student Ashley 
Smith.

“I know I speak for a lot of us 
when I say the only reason we want-
ed to go to Six Flags was because it 
was our night and it’s more about the 
atmosphere of being there with cam-
pus,” said Adriel Williams. 

Many ticketholders were an-
gered that they would not be receiv-
ing the extra return this ticket.

“[Campus Events] didn’t alter 
the return ticket dates – [they] al-
tered the regular ticket dates. We 
don’t get a return ticket, we just get 

one ticket now,” said Emma Battles.
“Campus Events, I’ve always en-

joyed you in the past. But you’ve dis-
appointed me severely in your han-
dling of this situation,” added Battles. 

Others were upset that they 
would not be allowed to get their 
tickets refunded.

“I could care less about Six Flags 
over the summer. How many people 
even use that return ticket for the 
ridiculously limited time frame al-
lowed to use it? A refund is definitely 
something Six Flags and GSU need to 
be discussing,” she added. 

“It’s ridiculous and actually ap-
palling that [they] can get away with 
advertising the event the way that 
you did, not making every effort to 
deliver on the event as advertised 
when things went wrong and don’t 
offer any refunds,” said Battles.

However, there were a few sym-

Students outraged over canceled GSU Night at Six Flags
SEE SGA SALARY, PAGE 5

REUTERS
GSU Night at Six Flags was canceled Friday morning due to concerns 
about inclement weather, similar to a situation from September 2009.

By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor

By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor

SEE SIX FLAGS, PAGE 5
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SGA PAY INCREASES
Legislation passed by the Student

Government Association approved
pay increases for the 2011-2012

academic year for the executive board,
as well as the top members

of the Student Judicial Board.
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CASHIFICATIONCASHIFICATIONCASHIFICATION

WE’LL BUY BACK ALL YOUR TEXTBOOKS

“Text ‘GSUVIP’ to 22022 and get in on this deal”

GET $10 EXTRA*
WHEN YOU SELL $50 IN BOOKS.

124 EDGEWOOD AVE. NE  
GABOOKSTORE.COM

*Offer valid on buybacks of $50 or more. Offer expires 7/1/11. Limit one coupon per customer per transaction. Not valid with any other offers.
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Undocumented Georgia State 
students are asking Georgia State 
President Mark Becker to not comply 
with a ban that bars undocumented 
students from attending Georgia 
State and four other Georgia public 
universities.

However, the university has 
stated that it will adhere to the ban, 
which will go into effect this fall. 

“Georgia State complies with 
[the] Board of Regents’ policy and 
will continue to do so,” said Andrea 
Jones, a university spokeswoman. 

A rally was held at Hurt Park on 
April 4 to voice disapproval of the 
ban.

According to undocumented 
Georgia State student Dulce Guer-
rero, students from various states like 
Pennsylvania and cities like Chicago 
and Detroit attended the rally. 

“This ban would disqualify un-
documented students from attending 
Georgia’s top five universities simply 
because they are undocumented,” 
Guerrero said. “It would not mat-
ter how high their GPA was or how 
academically qualified these students 
were.”

Undocumented Georgia State 
student Georgina Perez said that 
undocumented high school students 
who work hard “get a roadblock.”

“We don’t get financial aid or 
grants and in effect they are creating 
a second-class citizen,” she said.

As part of the rally, the group 

delivered a letter to President Becker. 
Guerrero said that the group “al-

most had the doors of the admissions 
office shut in [their] faces.”

After delivering the letter, about 
100 protestors lined Courtland Street 
while seven undocumented students, 
including Guerrero, sat in the middle 
of the street to block traffic. 

After almost an hour, the seven 
students were arrested for civil dis-
obedience. 

Similar legislation targeting un-
documented immigrants has been 
cropping up around the southeastern 
United States. North Carolina has re-
cently proposed a similar ban on edu-
cation for undocumented students. 
South Carolina has already enacted 
a similar ban and is currently enforc-
ing it.

“Our communities are being 
criminalized, [being] denied access 
[to] higher education and we are be-
ing discriminated [against] because 
of our immigration status,” said un-
documented student Jose Rico Bena-
vides. “We have done rallies, we have 
marched, we have met with our elect-
ed officials…and still our demands are 
not being heard nor met… We all de-
cided to stand up for our families, our 
little brothers and sisters, to make a 
statement. We want the same rights 
that any human being enjoys here in 
the United States.” 

Guerrero says that it was impor-
tant for her to take a stand against the 
ban. 

“I feel like it was important to 
take a stand…to let the government, 
politicians, and our communities 
know that we are no longer afraid,” 

Undocumented students 
urge Becker to ignore ban

CAITIE LEARY
Capitol Police order undocumented student, Georgina Perez, to stop blocking traffic on Courtland Street.

she said. “We have been patiently 
waiting [for] a negotiation regarding 
our education and we are waiting no 
more. Instead we are taking direct 
action!”

Guerrero says that she hopes 
her actions will encourage other un-
documented students to take a stand 
as well.

“There are…undocumented stu-
dents…in the state of Georgia that 
still live in the shadows and are afraid 
of coming out publicly as undocu-
mented,” she said. “This action was 
also intended to give these undocu-
mented students a voice and [to] let 
them know that they are not alone.”

“We are…calling upon all of 
those undocumented students to 
come out and expose that this is hap-

pening all over the entire country,” 
Benavides added.

According to Benavides, the un-
documented Georgia State students 
were brought to the United States as 
children and grew up here. 

The ban, says Benavides, will 
create a state of “institutionalized 
discrimination of students.”

Perez likened the ban to those 
of the 1950s and 1960s that banned 
African-Americans from Georgia col-
leges. 

At the rally, the students stood 
“shoulder to shoulder with former 
Civil Rights activists,” Benavides 
said. 

Benavides is urging the Georgia 
State community to become involved 
by “calling politicians, writing to the 

editor, or doing a walk out on cam-
pus.”

Guerrero advises that students 
should “email and directly call Presi-
dent Becker and ask him not to com-
ply with this ban.”

“I am tired of living in fear,” Per-
ez said. “I am tired of being constant-
ly told I cannot do something just be-
cause of my status. I was brought to 
this country over 18 years ago, when 
I was just three. I am a proud Geor-
gian. I want to contribute to this na-
tion and I will not let anyone tell me 
how to live my life. I am no longer 
afraid.” 

“You have to pick a side,” stated 
Perez. “They’ve banned us because of 
the lack of a nine digit Social Security 
Number.”

By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor
and CANDICE CAMERON
Staff Writer

Starting this fall, Auxiliary and 
Support Services is making changes 
to the parking and transportation 
registration process and opening up 
more of Turner Field for student use. 

In order to significantly elimi-
nate lines and improve customer 
service, Parking and Transportation 
will allow students to register their 
vehicle online anytime. 

Currently, the parking website 
is temporarily out of service. As a 
result, students have to print off the 
vehicle registration form offline and 
go to Auxiliary and Support Services, 
usually at the beginning of the se-
mester, to register their vehicle and 
receive their parking permit. 

Being able to register online will 
prevent the long lines that have pre-
vious plagued commuter students 
each semester.

Students can also pay or appeal 
citations as well as purchase M Deck 

and non-resident Lofts permits on-
line on a first come first served basis 
during sale dates.

They can also update student 
account information and add value to 
budget cards at www.gsu.edu/park-
ing.

“I’m looking forward to the 
parking changes,” said junior Mark 
Miller. “It’s about time somebody fi-
nally did something at the parking at 
Georgia State.”

“This is great,” said sophomore 
Joshua Copeland. “The more chang-
es the better.” 

Almost half of the Georgia State 
community parks at the Turner Field 
Parking lot. 

According to Auxiliary and Sup-
port Services, “The primary goals of 
the Panther Express services include 
timely transporting of students safely 
to/from various locations on or near 
campus, while assisting in reduc-
ing traffic congestion and enhancing 
pedestrian safety, as well as reducing 
vehicular emissions, thus improving 

air quality in the downtown Atlanta 
area.  In support of clean-air initia-
tives, almost half of the buses in our 
Panther Express fleet operate using 
Compressed Natural Gas.” 

The University currently leases 
1600 spaces in the Blue Lot at Turner 
Field. The parking is free for student 
cars registered with Parking Ser-
vices. Currently, the Panther Express 
shuttles makes regular runs between 
campus and Turner Field to bring 
students to and from campus about 
every 10 minutes between the hours 
of 7:00 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 

According to Chris Connelly, 
Manager of Marketing and Outcomes 
Assessment, Georgia State parking 
has been expanded to include all of 
the Turner Field Blue Lot. Availabili-
ty is still subject to the Atlanta Braves 
home game schedule and certain 
event blackout dates apply. When the 
Braves have a home game before 5:00 

Parking changes coming in the fall

SEE PARKING, PAGE 5

By TIFFANIE SMITH
Staff Writer

AKEEM MASON | SIGNAL
The customer service desk at Auxiliary and Support Services deals 
with student transportation issues.



TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 2011 | NEWS | THE SIGNAL04

Campus Crime information provided by the Georgia State 
University Police Department. Additional information can be 
found at listserv.gsu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A0=SAFETY-HEALTH.

CAMPUS CRIME
APRIL 7, 2011

PIEDMONT NORTH: Officers issued three Non-Georgia State 
individuals a Criminal Trespass Warning. At 6:30 a.m., officers 
observed the three individuals on the property unauthorized 
and without a resident escort. They were issued a C.T.W. and 
were escorted off campus without incident.

SPARKS HALL: A report was filed for Theft. The complainant, a 
Georgia State student, stated that on April 5 at 2:20 p.m., she 
noticed her textbook was missing. The case is being handled 
by Investigations.

BAPTIST STUDENT UNION: A report was filed for Entering 
Auto. The complainant, a Non-Georgia State individual, stated 
that at 8:30 p.m., he noticed his passenger side window was 
shattered and various items were missing. The case is being 
handled by Investigations.

APRIL 8, 2011

WAFFLE HOUSE: A report was filed for Theft of Services. 
The complainant, a Non-Georgia State individual, stated that 
at 4:15 a.m., three unknown individuals left the restaurant 
without paying their checks. The case is being handled by 
Investigations.

LOFT PARKING DECK: A report was filed for a Fire. The 
complainant, a Georgia State staff member, stated that at 
1:03 a.m., she noticed a garbage can was on fire. The sprinkler 
system was activated and extinguished the fire. The Atlanta 
Fire Department arrived and removed the remains of the 
garbage can. The case is being handled by Investigations.

STUDENT CENTER: A report was filed for Fraud. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 7:30 p.m., 
he noticed unauthorized transactions on his debit card. The 
case is being handled by Investigations.

APRIL 10, 2011

UNIVERSITY COMMONS: Officers arrested a Georgia State 
student for Alcoholic Possession under 21 Years Old. At 
2:34 a.m., officers confirmed the student was underage and 
intoxicated. She was arrested, processed and released on a 
Copy of Charges. 

N PARKING DECK: A report was filed for Entering Auto. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 4:45 
p.m., he noticed his driver’s side window was shattered and 
various items were missing. The case is being handled by 
Investigations. 

APRIL 11, 2011

ARTS AND HUMANITIES: A report was filed for Harassment. 
The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 2:10 
p.m., he was harassed by another Georgia State student. The 
case is being handled by Investigations. 

APRIL 12, 2011

N PARKING DECK: A report was filed for Duty upon Striking 
an Unattended Vehicle. The complainant, a Georgia State 
student, stated that at 7:00 p.m., she noticed a small dent on 
her vehicle’s right front wheel well. The case is being handled 
by Investigations. 

APRIL 13, 2011

UNIVERSITY COMMONS: Officers arrested two Georgia State 
students for Alcoholic Possession under 21 Years Old. At 4:10 a.m., 
officers confirmed the two students were underage and intoxi-
cated. They were arrested, processed and released on a Copy of 
Charges.

President Mark P. Becker spoke 
to the faculty, staff and student body 
in his 3rd annual State of the Univer-
sity Address on April 13. 

President Becker was intro-
duced by Brad Ferrer, President of 
the Alumni Association Board. The 
agenda for the address included an 
update on the strategic plan for cam-
pus like future expansion, the univer-
sity’s current financial status and the 
recognition of highlights from the 
year.

Becker discussed the goals of 
the strategic plan which are current-
ly undergoing implementation as an 
effective policy.

“The hard work that our univer-
sity community put into this plan will 
not have been in vain,” he said. “So 
long as we actually use the plan to 
shape the future of Georgia State, and 
that indeed is what we are doing.”

Becker applauded the Strategic 
Plan Committee for their work on the 
plan. He explained that the efforts of 
the plan were focused on recognized 
excellence in an effort to make Geor-
gia State one of the nation’s premiere 
research universities. He listed the 
five goals of the strategic plan.

The first goal of the plan is 
geared towards making the universi-
ty a model for undergraduate educa-
tion through showing that students 
of different backgrounds can achieve 
academic and career success. This 
initiative focuses on funding for both 
merit- and need-based scholarships.

Goal two outlines the growth 
of graduate professional school pro-
grams in order to cultivate the next 
generation of researchers, as well as 

increased funding for doctoral stu-
dents.

“This goal is aimed both at 
changing the nature of graduate pro-
fessional programs and also in in-
creasing our competitiveness for out-
standing graduate students,” Becker 
said.

The change in the graduate and 
professional school programs will 
increase the distinction and quality 
of the programs. It will also draw at-
tention to the university’s exemplary 
work in graduate and professional 
studies. Becker used a new Ph.D. pro-
gram as a model.

“For example, our newly ap-
proved Ph.D. program in public 
health has taken Urban Health as 
its emphasis,” he said. “This Ph.D. 
program will become the nexus for 
interdisciplinary work and will pro-
duce a natural interest in Georgia 
State.” 

A new doctoral fellowships 
program was also recently launched 
that will provide support for doctoral 
programs at the university, falling in 
line with goal two.

The third goal regards research 
and the ability to address the most 
challenging issues of the twenty-first 
century. Increases in recruiting capa-
bility and faculty with the ability to 
conduct federally-funded research 
projects are ways the new Second 
Century Initiative program will work 
towards that goal.

New university-level research 
centers are also major initiatives of 
the plan. The first research center 
was established in January.

“These centers are absolutely 
essential in order for our faculty to 
successfully compete for the larger 
research grants that will permit them 

to make major breakthroughs that 
will significantly benefit society,” 
Becker said.

The fourth goal centers on cam-
pus location. The challenges of hav-
ing a university in the city and solu-
tions to the problems that the city 
faces as a whole will be analyzed and 
used to create effective solutions. 
These issues include, but are not lim-
ited to, governance, transportation, 
housing and quality of life.

The final goal is about globaliz-
ing the university. Becker recognized 
the existing international programs 
on campus. A partnership with the 
Beijing Language and Culture Uni-
versity and the launch of the Confu-
cius Institute, along with the found-
ing of the World Affairs Council of 
Atlanta, were cited as recent success-
es in globalization.

Pres. Becker stated that these 
collective goals all relate to one an-
other and when implemented will 
improve the overall progression of 
the university.

.Becker also discussed the aca-
demic year’s highlights.

“We have set, this year, an all-
time record for fall freshman applica-
tions, with more than 12,100 applica-
tions for the fall,” he said. “This past 
year we enrolled more than 31,000 
students and our one-year retention 
rate topped eighty-four percent for 
the first time ever.”

The freshman class set records 
for the highest GPA and SAT scores 
in university history. The president 
also intends to set new records for 
enrollment, GPA, SAT scores and 
diversity for the upcoming freshman 
class. 

President Becker speaks on strategic 
plan at State of the University Address

THADDEUS MORGAN | SIGNAL
Georgia State President Mark Becker presented the State of the University Address.

By THADDEUS MORGAN
Staff Writer
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that he is required to hold 18 hours 
of office time each week. In reality, 
he says that it is usually “about 40 
hours per week.”

“There is just more and more 
we have to do,” he said.

By continuing to work 40 
hours per work, Dutton calculated 
that with the $125 increase, he 
would be making $3.60 per hour 
instead of the $3.10 he makes now.

Chief Justice Allison Renyi 
noted that the SGA executive board 
puts in a lot of overtime.

“We put in well beyond the 
amount of hours required,” said 
Renyi. 

With the additional stipend, 
the SGA President’s and the Execu-
tive Vice President’s salaries will 
increase by $1,650.

The salaries of the Vice Presi-
dents on the Executive Board will 
increase by $1,500. 

pathetic students.
“[I] was really excited about 

getting this ticket plus another one 
for $30 or less, but thanks for hav-
ing extended dates for this ticket so 
that we did not lose out complete-
ly,” said student Ambre Davis.

Campus Events responded to 
the criticism stating that the deci-
sion to cancel the even was made 
out of concern for the safety of 
students and families. Thus, they 
“chose to err on the side of caution.”

In a statement, Campus 

Events explained its reasoning for 
not rescheduling the day. “Since 
the next several weeks will be filled 
with final papers, tests and final 
exams; we felt that providing stu-
dents the most flexibility in being 
able to schedule a time to enjoy Six 
Flags would be preferable,” said the 
group. 

“We truly regret that the 
weather did not allow us to be 
able to enjoy another exciting GSU 
Night at Six Flags. We also regret 
any inconvenience that this situ-
ation may cause our students and 
our patrons,” the group added. 

>> SGA SALARY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

>> SIX FLAGS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

p.m., there is no parking. When 
home games begin after 5:00 p.m., 
students must remove their vehi-
cles no later than 5:00 p.m. 

Georgia State Parking does 
send out Twitter messages to all 
students who send the words “fol-
low gsuparking” to the number 
40404. Messages include notices 
of Braves games or other parking 
issues. They also let students know 
when the Panther Express bus may 
be running late. 

Some students seem to be 
thankful for these changes coming 
to Georgia State parking in the fall. 
“Having the whole Blue Lot avail-
able at Turner Field will definitely 

help,” said freshmaen Sarah Martz. 
“One time it took me almost 30 
minutes to find a parking spot and 
I was almost late to class.” 

Other students feel differently 
about the parking changes. Some 
say there should be more changes 
than the ones that they are making.

“The changes that are being 
made are OK, but not great,” said 
junior Julie Williams. “I ride the 
Panther Shuttle bus everyday back 
and forth to school and it is becom-
ing a hassle. Sometimes the buses 
are really late and it makes me late 
to class. They should be more on 
time or at least text us and let us 
know when they are going to be 
late. I do like that you can purchase 
the permits and parking passes on-
line though.”

>> PARKING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

During the SGA’s final Sen-
ate meeting for the academic year, a 
measure was passed to add addition-
al requirements to the established 
criteria for President and Executive 
Vice President positions. 

The amendment to the Constitu-
tion and Bylaws of the Georgia State 
University Student Government As-
sociation would require candidates 
to have served in a previously elected 
position in the SGA to be eligible.

The measure says that if there 
are no current members interested 
in seeking the offices of President or 
Executive Vice President, or a candi-
date without experience expresses 

interest, the Election Commission 
has the ability to qualify the candi-
date. 

For the Election Commission to 
qualify the candidate, the candidate 
must have a written recommendation 
from a university official to vouch for 
their leadership experiences. 

The Election Commission can 
also qualify a candidate who has 
served as a volunteer within the SGA 
if they are endorsed by the SGA Advi-
sor. 

“Logistically, this has been the 
policy, but this just formalizes it,” 
said Senator Ben Williams, who 
drafted the legislation.

Before the legislation passed, 
Senator Justin Hails expressed con-
cern about the exclusionary impact 

SGA passes controversial 
requirement legislation 
for executive positions

SHAKYA CHEEKS | SIGNAL
SGA members James Dutton, Elise Laplante, and Christopher Sumter, along with Student Judicial Board 
Chief Justice Allison Renyi (L-R) listen to senators voice concerns over new requirements for future 
Presidential and Executive Vice Presidential candidates.

By MIRANDA SAIN
News Editor

the additional requirements could 
have.

“It is on a certain level exclu-
sionary,” he said. “It [would] become 
a good ole boys club.”

He also noted that students 
maybe “don’t have the time” to serve 
in voluntary or elected positions.

“There shouldn’t be a require-
ment to represent your university,” 
he said.

Williams openly acknowledged 
the exclusionary impact.

“I am excluding people, but it’s 
a standard,” he said. “A lot of other 
student organizations have the same 
standards.”

According to Williams, the stan-
dard is necessary.

“I think it’s integral that you 

have that experience,” he said.
Many of Williams’ fellow mem-

bers echoed his sentiment. 
“If we allow someone in here 

without experience, it’s not benefit-
ing the students,” said Senator Grace 
Lee. 

Vice President of Public Rela-
tions Christopher Sumter stated that 
the standard was necessary “to pre-
vent the SGA from going back to how 
it used to be.”

In the past few years, the SGA 
has become a well-respected student 
organization that has built valuable 
relationships with the administra-
tion, says Sumter.

“This bill will ensure these re-
lationships are maintained,” he said. 

SGA President James Dutton 

said that the legislation was “not ex-
clusionary,” but is intended to serve 
as an “incentive for earlier involve-
ment.”

“This would require them to get 
involved with SGA earlier, even if it’s 
just as a volunteer,” he said.

Williams also pointed out the re-
cent change to the GPA standard that 
is required for the SGA leadership, 
saying that it had an exclusionary im-
pact as well.

According to Williams, the GPA 
of a previous president was a 2.7, 
while presently the leadership boasts 
a 3.3 cumulative GPA.   

Williams said, “[These] people 
do have a place in this room but not 
as President or Executive Vice Presi-
dent. 

By Miranda Sain
News Editor

On April 14, the Georgia Legisla-
ture passed House Bill 87, which will 
allow for police to investigate the im-
migration status of suspects.

The bill also establishes new 
guidelines for Georgia businesses to 
ensure that new employees are eli-
gible to work in the country.

“It’s a great day for Georgia,” 
said Rep. Matt Ramsey (R-Peachtree 
City), who proposed the bill. “We 
think we have done our job that our 
constituents asked us to do to address 
the costs and the social consequences 
that have been visited upon our state 
by the federal government’s failure to 
secure our nation’s borders.”

The House passed the bill in a 
112 to 59 vote less than two hours be-
fore the session end. 

The bill will now go to Gov. Na-
than Deal, who expressed interest in 
bringing an Arizona-like bill to Geor-
gia during his campaign last year. 

Georgia’s 
immigration 
bill going to 
Deal’s desk

Specifically, HB 87 will allow lo-
cal and state police to arrest illegal 
immigrants. It would punish those 
who use fake identification to get a 
job in the state by imposing fines of 
up to $250,000 or up to 15 years in 
prison. 

The bill would also target people 
who knowingly transport illegal im-
migrants or encourage them to come 
to Georgia.

The bill establishes a seven-
member Immigration Enforcement 
Review Board to make sure that local 

and states officials are properly en-
forcing the law.

Georgia is among 30 states that 
are considering laws targeting illegal 
immigrants, according to the Nation-
al Conference of State Legislatures. 
In total, 52 immigration bills have 
been introduced across the nation. 

Arizona-like legislation has 
failed in 14 states such as Florida, 
Kentucky and West Virginia. Howev-
er, three have passed: Georgia’s legis-
lation as well as two bills in Utah.

CAITIE LEARY 
Protestors rally against proposed Arizona-like immigration bill.
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“Anyone enrolled in school and 
paying for tuition and for fees 
should at least question the 
validity of mandatory attendance 
policies.”

Chris Shattuck
Opinions Editor

cjsuainc@gmail.com

As this semester winds down 
and students receive final credit for 
their classes and begin to choose 
what they need to take next year, one 
thing can certainly throw a wrench 
in their plans if they’re not too care-
ful: mandatory attendance policies. 

Whether they are just learning 
that their grade will not count based 
on their previous lack of attendance 
or are choosing classes with profes-
sors known to enforce such stringent 
policies, it certainly pays to know 
which classes have the possibility of 
flunking their students based on how 
often they come to class. 

To these hard-line professors 
known for enforcing attendance, 
the thinking likely goes that because 
a student should already know the 
attendance policy set for the class, it 
is the responsibility of the student to 
fully comply, lest he or she receive a 
failing grade for the semester. Seems 
simple enough, right? 

After all, students should know 
the potential consequences of miss-
ing class and should be willing to 
accept those consequences if they 
violate compulsory attendance poli-
cies. Right?

But this line of reasoning ig-
nores instances of students stuck in 
situations where they cannot make 
each and every class due to specific 
circumstances beyond their control 
but are still ardently pursuing their 
academic lives. 

In reality, it’s very hard to argue 
against the previous premise because 
it’s a simple truth that every action 
has consequences, and students 
should be held accountable for their 
actions. Otherwise, there would be 
no value in their education — or in 
anything, for that matter.

Therefore, the difference lies 
between whether course content can 
be successfully completed inside or 
outside the classroom.  

In other words, if someone can 
manage to keep up their grades and 
complete relevant course work but 
has to miss class, their attendance 
record should not matter — no mat-
ter how frequently they make it in 
person. 

You see, sometimes there are 
reasons why people can’t come and 
should rightfully be excused — but 
certainly not penalized. 

Georgia State certainly has poli-
cies in place, such as the ability to 
withdraw a certain amount of times 
in a student’s academic career, to ac-
count for hardships that may throw 

off a student’s ability to pay for or 
even attend class.

But there are innumerable other 
reasonable excuses for missing class 
than major hardships. Perhaps you 
might get called into work and be 
forced to choose between your job 
and your class. Or you could simply 
get sick for a week or two and be 
forced to miss class, lest you make 
everyone else sick. 

In such a case, the student is 
put between a rock and a hard place 
in choosing whether to come to 
class and potentially infect others or 
to responsibly stay home and miss 
class. In that case, does such a policy 
requiring mandatory attendance re-
ally seem all that fair?

Such a scenario is not that crazy.  
Although not all classes have such 
stringent requirements and not all 
professors follow their attendance 
policies to the strictest letter of the 
law, this type of scenario plays out 
far too often — regardless of the aca-
demic standing of the student.

From this perspective, the pow-
er to fail someone based solely on a 
mere technicality by some unmerci-
ful and despotic professor certainly 
seems a bit unfair. Therefore, anyone 
enrolled in school and paying for 
tuition and for fees should at least 
question the validity of mandatory 
attendance policies. Indeed, it’s only 
the student’s money that will go to 
waste. 

But it’s not as though it’s a 
guarantee that attending class will 
actually make a student learn the in-
formation. Indeed, although attend-
ing class certainly can’t hurt, it’s not 
as though it’s the only way to learn. 
After all, isn’t that the reason for all 
the expensive textbooks students 
have to buy?

Even if a student has no clear 
reason to skip class, it’s reasonable 
that they will prioritize which days 
are necessary to come and which 
days are not. Furthermore, mandat-
ing attendance only creates a captive 
audience, which does not necessarily 
result in an ideal learning environ-
ment. 

Plus, this isn’t high school. 
Attending college is a privilege. To 
afford that privilege, students pay 
serious money. And since you’re pay-
ing for it, attending class should be 
your decision.

With all that said, this column 
should not be interpreted as an 

Mandatory attendance 
policies should be changed
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New policy neglects personal responsibility
Students were outraged Friday when 

Campus Events announced the cancellation of 
GSU Night at Six Flags — but not because of the 
cancellation itself.

After all, we understand that you can’t hold 
an outdoor event during a torrential downpour, 
and that a roller coaster is probably the last 
place you should be during a lightning storm. 
We also understand that it would probably be 
next to impossible to reschedule the event this 
late in the semester.

What’s so galling about the situation is that 
the Campus Events refused to refund students’ 
tickets to the event, which was supposed to oc-
cur rain or shine.

Instead, ticketholders may trade their 
tickets to GSU Night at Six Flags for general 
admission passes to the park. The passes will be 
good through June 30, although Six Flags will 
be open only on limited days until May 31. 

Students will have to pay for parking, which 
costs between $15 and $20, and will not receive 
the free return ticket they were promised upon 
purchase of a ticket to GSU Night at Six Flags. 

In essence, students are not getting what 
they paid for. Although the $28 entrance fee is 
an almost 50 percent discount from the general 
admission price, ticketholders are missing out 
on the perks of the event — free parking, a free 
return ticket, extended hours and short lines. 

And that’s just for students who can actu-
ally make it to Six Flags in the next two and a 
half months. Those who are leaving town after 
finals are simply being robbed.

$28, plus $15 for parking, is a lot of money 
for a college student on a tight budget. This 
brings us to our next question: Where exactly is 
this money going?

It’s possible that Six Flags refused to refund 
the money — after all, the park has a strict 
policy of no refunds or rain checks. If for this or 
some other reason, the Campus Events’s hands 
are tied, they should explain the situation to 
students rather than staunchly stating that no 
refunds are allowed. But if this isn’t the case, 
then it seems as though the Campus Events is 
simply pocketing the money.

In the future, they should make better 
alternate plans for the event. Rain in Atlanta in 
April shouldn’t come as a surprise to anyone; 
the Campus Events should have worked out a 
way to reschedule the event. 

We will give credit where it’s due, though, 
and commend the Campus Events for offering 
to answer questions and providing its contact 
information. Students would do well to contact 
them and tell them respectfully but firmly how 
they feel.

You can contact Campus Events at (404) 
413-1857 or campusevents@gsu.edu.

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD reflects the majority opinion of the Editorial Board
of The Signal, but not necessarily the opinions of individual editors.
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Baring feet to bare your heart
A few weeks ago, you may have 

noticed a bunch of seemingly crazy 
people walking around everywhere 
barefoot. After all, the streets of At-
lanta are filthy and probably unsafe 
to walk on without the buffer of 
shoes between feet and pavement. 

But did you know that children 
in developing countries across the 
world go without shoes every day 
and are at risk for soil-transmitted 
diseases that enter their bodies 
through their uncovered feet?

Did you know that every day, 
children get cuts and sores on their 
feet that develop into festering 
wounds because they don’t have ac-
cess to shoes?

Did you know that many chil-
dren are unable to attend school and 
get an education because they are 
required to wear shoes to school and 
they don’t have them?

On April 5, more than 1,000 
events were held in more than 25 
countries worldwide for a large-
scale day of awareness known as One 
Day Without Shoes. The event was 
orchestrated by TOMS. a company 
dedicated to giving a new pair of 
shoes to a child in need for every 
pair purchased.

Although nothing new, the idea 
behind the awareness campaign was 
that all the crazy barefoot people 
would garner attention and create 
curiosity. That curiosity would lead 
to conversations, which would hope-
fully draw people to action. And with 
action, change can be made.

Campus clubs across the nation 
set up tables, hosted events and 
walked around barefoot to further 
the movement. They hosted “Style 
Your Sole” parties, purchasing plain 
white canvas TOMS shoes to deco-

“But good causes are merely 
good ideas without unification in 
numbers.”

Abby Carney
Staff Writer

abbymae35@gmail.com

rate and wear after One Day Without 
Shoes.

In fact, Georgia State has its 
own club with student members 
who are passionate about the One 
for One Movement and the TOMS 
mission.

According to the TOMS 
website, the group consists of three 
members including the Campus 
Leader, Elle Wilson. As urban, 
cultured and aware college students, 
Georgia State prides itself on being 
on the cutting edge of just about 
everything. But where was Georgia 
State’s voice and presence on One 
Day Without Shoes?

After all, Georgia State students 
have been known to generously do-
nate their time and money to worthy 
causes in the past. 

Following the devastating 
Haiti earthquake last year, Georgia 
State raised money and collected 
donations of items such as clothing, 
shoes, toiletries and bottled water 
to be sent through a local Haitian 
church. Members of the Georgia 
State volleyball team collected 
nearly $1,000 to support Haiti relief.

Georgia State students also 
helped when devastation recently 
hit Japan. A group called Student Af-
filiates in School Psychology held a 
bake sale to support the Japan relief 
effort on April 5, the same day as 

One Day Without Shoes.
Students at Georgia State are 

caring and compassionate. Many 
students already sport their TOMS 
shoes around campus, showing that 
they are aware and truly care about 
making a difference and being part 
of a change and a movement much 
bigger than themselves.

But good causes are merely 
good ideas without unification in 
numbers. Would the civil rights 
movement have taken off without 
a large rally of supporters? Would 
the women’s rights movement have 
gone anywhere if Susan B. Anthony 
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton were 
the only women behind the National 
Woman Suffrage Association?

TOMS is helping children in 
need and empowering students and 
people everywhere to be agents of 
change and join in the movement. 
There is no doubt that Georgia State 
students care about this issue, but 
unified support is necessary. The 
community and the world need to 
see that our campus is leading in 
spreading awareness of children 
who can’t even go to school and 
learn, who are diseased and unpro-
tected from cuts and bruises simply 
because they don’t have shoes.

Our Campus Club needs to take 
off. Georgia State should be leading 
this movement.
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GSU should allow undocumented students
Seven Georgia State University 

students were among hundreds 
who recently protested a ban on 
undocumented students attending 
Georgia colleges and universities. 
This protest began in Hurt Park and 
some students were later arrested 
for blocking traffic along Courtland 
Street in front of the University Cen-
ter and the Urban Life Plaza.

This issue raises many ques-
tions. To fully understand this prob-
lem, people need to know what the 
heck an “undocumented student” 
is. According to an article from the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, an 
undocumented student does not give 
appropriate documentation after 
the college or university administra-
tors ask for it. They do not have to 
specifically state if they are illegal or 
not, but if the student does not pro-
vide proof of citizenship, like a visa 
or green card, they are categorized 
as undocumented. Until recently, 
these students were still allowed to 
attend public institutions but were 
charged out-of-state tuition. 

These students were charged 
increased tuition because taxpayer 
money pays for most of the fees at 
public universities, and if these un-
documented students did not qualify 

“...if these students are willing to 
pay out-of-state tuition [...], can 
graduate in a timely fashion and 
don’t do anything bad, then let 
them study!”

Nicole Schimmel
Staff Writer

nschimmel1@student.gsu.edu

as citizens, then they should not 
receive taxpayer money.

In October 2010, the Board of 
Regents voted to not allow un-
documented students to attend five 
universities in Georgia, including 
Georgia State. This argument started 
with an inventory mandated by 
the Board of Regents to make sure 
these undocumented students were 
actually being charged the correct 
tuition. This was sparked last year 
by Jessica Colotl, a student at Ken-
nesaw State University: remember 
the big debate about her? The school 
charged her in-state tuition.

Don’t jump to conclusions: just 
because these students are classi-
fied as undocumented doesn’t mean 
they are indeed illegal immigrants. 
In some cases, these students simply 
did not turn in all their paperwork. 
Sometimes it does mean they are 

illegal. The university really does 
not know. So the problem was 
originally about how much money 
these undocumented students were 
supposed to pay, but now it has all 
changed.

Currently, many universities 
decide whether or not to admit 
these undocumented students. 
Eleven states allow undocumented 
students to attend their universities 
and pay in-state tuition, while South 
Carolina doesn’t allow them. The 
highest numbers of undocumented 
students in Georgia colleges and 
universities are in two-year colleges, 
such as Georgia Perimeter. A Board 
of Regents report stated the amount 
of new and returning undocumented 
students for the fall semester: 242 
new and 230 returning. Georgia 

SEE UNDOCUMENTED, PAGE 8
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President Mark Becker makes $530,412 

including total compensation packages. Do 
you think that’s fair?

S T U D E N T 
V O X

“Well, if he’s making more 
money with the recession 
going on, that’s not fair.”

Aila Delleskoog
Junior, History Education

“No, especially with all that’s 
going on with the HOPE 
Scholarship is changing, I 
think the amount of school 
that we’re paying for versus 
salaries is ridiculous.”

Katie Burt
Junior, Social Work

“No, I don’t think that is fair 
at all if our tuition rates are 
going to raise, then I think 
his salary should decrease. If 
we’re paying more, he should 
get paid less.”

Jenny Tran
Senior, Political Science

“I think it’s a little bit more 
complicated than that – it’s 
not just an issue of fairness.”

Rebecca Mays
Senior, Anthropology

“Even though his pay is kind 
of a lot, considering what he 
does, it’s worth it.”

Ivan Hayes
Freshman, Biology

“I think it’s fair. If that’s what 
he earns, then that’s what he 
earns.”

Nahom Habtu
Senior, Biology

State has six returnees and will en-
roll 18 new undocumented students, 
according to the report.

Beginning in the fall, students 
who are classified as undocumented 
will not be able to study at Georgia 
State. I personally feel that if these 
students are willing to pay out-of-
state tuition to attend Georgia State, 
can graduate in a timely fashion and 
don’t do anything bad, then let them 
study! I don’t care. I am from Geor-
gia, and thankfully, had the HOPE 
scholarship (also an issue, sorry 
upcoming freshmen!). 

If these people don’t want to say 
if they’re illegal or not, that’s fine. If 
they can come up with money to pay 
tuition that triples how much mine 
is, they deserve to attend a public 
university. I do think there is an is-
sue if these students are truly illegal 
and they are able to attend a univer-

sity while a legal, citizen may not 
get accepted. This issue should be 
addressed, but can the university re-
ally be responsible for tracking down 
all of the undocumented students? If 
they can’t do it, who can?

At Georgia State, there are 
mixed emotions about this issue. 
I feel that the university should 
have the choice of admitting these 
students and if they feel like it is nec-
essary, allow them in-state tuition. 
William Taft, English and Creative 
Writing professor at Georgia State 
said, “Like it or not, they’ve been ed-
ucated and are ready to be citizens. 
Why toss out educated people?”

A Creative Loafing article quot-
ed Dayanna Rebolledo, a 21-year-old 
factory worker and student who 
came to the United States from Mex-
ico when she was nine. “I am doing 
this for my family, for my brothers 
and sisters. We are undocumented 
and unafraid. We are standing up for 
those undocumented who are afraid 

and who are in the shadows. We are 
risking everything to give our com-
munity a chance.”

Like Rebolledo said, she came 
here in order to get an education, 
so why should we deny people 
that right? It is important for these 
people to become citizens the 
proper way, but once again, not all 
undocumented people are techni-
cally illegal. Joshua Seamands, a 
junior studying creative writing, 
said he thinks simply banning illegal 
immigrants from getting a college 
education is an outdated mindset.

No matter what the legislation 
dictates, Georgia State will remain 
a diverse campus. This diversity is 
one of the main attractions to our 
campus, in addition to academics, 
sports and a ferocious mascot. Why 
shouldn’t those who wish to better 
their education come and share 
some of it?

Using higher education as scapegoat 
for religious loss misguided

As someone who spent his 
formative years in evangelical 
churches, to say that I have an inter-
est in assessing evangelicalism is 
an understatement. Although I am 
no longer involved in evangelical 
churches, some good can come out 
of the evangelical movement.

That being said, I have to pro-
verbially (and sometimes literally) 
roll my eyes at some of the things 
I hear from prominent members 
of the evangelical community. 
One such instance occurred while 
reading a column by talk-show host 
Dennis Prager called “Why God 
Isn’t Doing Well.” The subtitle to the 
piece said it all: “The universities are 
fighting an undeclared war on faith.”

Prager’s piece claims that “[t]he 
more university education a person 
receives, the more likely he is to 
hold secular and left-wing views.” 
Prager blames higher education for 
teaching that “America and Israel 
are villains, that men and women 
have essentially the same natures, 
that human nature is good, that ever-
larger governments create wealth, 
etc.”

Yes, it’s a stock “Christians vs. 
the liberals” argument. My incli-
nation was to initially just ignore 
the piece. A follow-up piece by 
The Atlantic’s Conor Friedersdorf, 
though, made me think more about 
the subject.

In his piece, “Why College 
Students Are Losing Their Religion,” 
Friedersdorf begins his response 
to Prager’s theory with a simple 
question: “How on earth would they 
succeed?”

“It’s possible that [college 
students’] religious views from 
their pre-college years weren’t 
even theirs at all.”

Elijah Sarkesian
Production Editor

signalprod@gmail.com

Think about it. Most college 
students spend maybe one or two 
classes at most with a majority of 
their professors. Regardless of a 
student’s major, think about the 
courses we as college students are 
required to take. They run the gamut 
from English to economics, natural 
sciences to social sciences, fine arts 
to business. How much of the knowl-
edge we take in that’s not related to 
our particular career paths over the 
course of four, five, six or more years 
from all of this coursework sticks 
into our collective thoughts past 
graduation, if not finals?

That’s not to say there isn’t 
any truth to the idea that university 
education and acceptance of secular 
views go hand-in-hand. The issue, 
though, is more complex than Prager 
argues, and many arguments can 
be made for the loss of religious 
identity.

One idea to keep in mind 
about college students is that, by 
and large, college is the time where 
students first leave home. This not 
only includes a literal home, but the 
communities in which they grew up, 
which in our country often includes 
a religious community and the 
social components of said religion. 

For many students, college is the 
first time that they’re introduced to 
people from different walks of life, 
including different faiths.

As students are introduced to 
new ideas, they might be inclined to 
examine different things. It’s pos-
sible that their religious views from 
their pre-college years weren’t even 
theirs at all. Rather, as Friedersdorf 
suggests, “it turns out that their re-
ligious behavior was driven more by 
desire for community, or social and 
parental pressure, than by deeply 
held beliefs.”

If anything, maybe Prager 
should turn his argument inward. 
Particularly for college students who 
grew up involved in the church, the 
fact that 18 years of teachings can be 
undone within the span of four years 
or less speaks not to the effects of 
higher education, but to the superfi-
ciality of religion in the lives of these 
students.

Then again, it’s easier for con-
servative Christians like Prager to 
claim that American universities are 
brainwashing college students, even 
when they like to also argue that col-
leges are ineffective institutions.

>> UNDOCUMENTED
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

excuse to habitually miss class 
without any potential repercussions.  

Missing class can result in miss-
ing valuable information available 

only in person, and the responsibility 
should be upon the student to work 
out a private arrangement with the 
professor if he or she needs to catch 
up on missed work.

If a professor decides not to 
allow second chances, that’s their 

decision and should be respected.  
But that’s the distinction; choice is 
important. And since the students 
are paying, it should be their own 
choice, free of draconian penalties, 
whether they want to attend or not. 

>> ATTENDANCE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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The encore season of Georgia 
State football began Thursday with 
the annual Blue-White Spring Scrim-
mage, where the blue team beat the 
white team 41-27. 

The point system for the scrim-
mage differed from a typical gridiron 
match-up. First, the blue team was 
made up of the members of the de-
fense, and the white team was made 
up of the offense. During regulation, 
the teams were given points for spe-
cific achievements. 

Offense was able to score as 
usual with touchdowns, extra points, 
two-point conversions and field 
goals.

The only change was that non-
scoring plays of 20 yards or more 
added one extra point. 

Defense scored by forcing a 
three-and-out, which allotted the 
blue team two points. 

Whenever a defensive player 
recorded a sack or tackle for a loss, 
they were awarded one point, and 
any forced turnover was worth four 
points. 

The most points the defense 
could score was seven points, by re-
covering a fumble or getting an inter-
ception and scoring a touchdown. 

The offense started off with an 
explosive 70-yard run by sophomore 
Albert Wilson for a touchdown. The 
new kicker, redshirt sophomore Jo-
seph Schneider, added on the extra 
point to give the white team a seven-
point lead. 

The offense then quickly scored 
again after returning letter-winner 
and redshirt sophomore Darren Mc-

Cray scored on a 25-yard touchdown. 
The first quarter ended with 

a score of 14-6, after two tackles for 
losses by senior Cristo Bilukidi and 
redshirt sophomore Mark Hogan. 

The offense, using quarterbacks 
and redshirt sophomores Kelton Hill 
and Bo Schlecter, also went three-
and-out twice to give the defense 
four points. 

Head coach Bill Curry, who 
stood behind the offense during the 
scrimmage, alternated among re-
turning tailbacks and redshirt sopho-
mores Travis Evans and Parris Lee, 
as well as redshirt junior Rosevelt 
Watson. 

A new addition to the backfield 
is Decatur native and redshirt fresh-
man Rendell Wilder. 

The leading back was Evans 
with 22 yards, and Wilder followed 
behind him with 17 yards rushing.

But the backs couldn’t compete 
with the leading rusher of the game, 
Hill, who finished with 103 yards. 

The beginning of the second 
quarter opened up with a 20-yard 
catch from Hill to last year’s leading 
receiver, redshirt sophomore Danny 
Williams, and then a 35-yard field 
goal by Schneider. 

With the score sitting at 18-7, the 
game looked as though the offense 
would dominate the scrimmage. But 
with one minute left in the half, the 
blue team scored six unanswered 
points before redshirt sophomore 
Jordan Giles caught a 25-yard pass 
from Schlecter. Giles finished with 
64 yards receiving, leading all receiv-
ers. 

The half ended with a two-point 
lead by the offense, 19-17. After half-
time, the defense found a groove, and 

went on a 14-0 run that the white 
team would not be able to overcome. 

Only five minutes into the third 
quarter, redshirt freshman C. J. Ste-
vens forced a Wilder fumble and gave 
the defense four points. 

Not long after that, running-
back-turned-middle-linebacker and 
redshirt sophomore Sam Burkhalter 
tipped a Schlechter floater and inter-
cepted it. Burkhalter recently moved 
to middle linebacker after coaches 
asked if he would assist at the posi-
tion. Senior and inaugural season 
standout at linebacker Jake Muasau 
was unable to play due to a concus-
sion. 

The next points for the offense 
did not come until a 20-yard run by 
Hill with a little more than two min-
utes left before the fourth quarter. 

But after the 20th point, the blue 
team went on another run, scoring 
nine unanswered points. 

The offense did not score again 
until Hill scored a 70-yard touch-
down, the majority of his yardage 
coming from the two big runs. But 
this was only after the defense had 
gotten up to 41 points. 

Assisting in the defense’s 
strength was new recruit junior De-
mario Gunn from Georgia Military 
College. 

Gunn left the field with five 
points with a tackle for a loss and a 
forced fumble. 

The last score of the game came 
when Lee rushed for 23 yards in 
overtime. 

The official season kicks off 
Sept. 1st at the Georgia Dome against 
neighboring college Clark Atlanta 
University.

SAAKIB ZAFRANI | SIGNAL
Quarterback Kelton Hill had a banner day, with 19 of 32 passes 
completed for 141 yards and a touchdown along with 103 yards and a 
touchdown on the ground.

Defense defeats offense in Blue-White Spring Scrimmage

The men’s golf team will travel 
to Pinehurst, N.C. this weekend to 
compete in the Colonial Athletic As-
sociation Championship.

The championship will be 
played on the Pinehurst No. 8 golf 
course, which is known for its variety 
and unique combination of both up-
hill and downhill holes. The winner 
of the tournament receives an auto-
matic bid to participate in the NCAA 
regional tournament.

Georgia State will enter the 
tournament coming off a champion-
ship warm-up at the Yellow Jacket 
Classic and a 42nd-place tie at the 
Insperity Augusta State Invitational.

Georgia State struggled in Au-
gusta against less-than-optimal 
weather conditions and posted dis-
mal 313, 301 and 299 rounds. They 
finished the tournament at a disap-
pointing 11 over par.

One bright spot in the tourna-
ment was senior Alan Fowler, who 
recovered from two tough earlier 
rounds to shoot a career-best 69 in 
the final round.

“After a couple of rough rounds 
yesterday, Alan Fowler really played 
well for us today,” Head Coach Joe 
Inman told Georgia State Athletics. 
“He stepped up like a senior should, 
and we will need him to continue his 
inspired play as we head toward the 
conference championship.”

Going up against opponents like 
UNC Wilmington and the University 
of Delaware, who have already won 
tournaments this year, Georgia State 
will be considered an underdog in 
the CAA Championship.

UNC Wilmington, who have 
two tournament titles this spring and 
received an at-large bid to the NCAA 
regional in 2010, are widely con-
sidered the favorites going into the 
championship tournament.

They will be led by senior Josh 

Brock, who tied a school record with 
a recent 15-under-par performance 
and has finished in first place at two 
tournaments already this spring. 

Two other big names to look 
out for are Towson University’s Nya-
sha Mauchaza, a recent recipient of 
the CAA Men’s Golfer of the Week 
honor and runner-up at the Fireline 
Towson Invitational, and Delaware’s 
Kevin McLister, another recipient of 
the CAA distinction. 

McLister recently led his team 
to a tournament win at the Villanova 
Wildcat Invitational with a record-
breaking individual performance.

This young group of talent will 
be sure to put on a show as they battle 
for a chance to lead their teams to the 
NCAA regional.

Even if an NCAA bid is unlikely 
at this point, young golfers like fresh-
men McLister and Tyler Gruca will 
look to build momentum and gain ex-
perience in high-intensity situations 
to take into next year.

CAA golf tournament tees off April 22nd

TODD DREXLER | SIDELINE SPORTS
Head coach Joe Inman will look for a strong performance from senior 
Alan Fowler, who shot a 69 in the last round of the Insperity Augusta 
State Invitational.

By DYLAN RICE
Staff Writer

By ZAKKIYYA ANDERSON
Staff Writer
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Two of Georgia State’s star ath-
letes, Audrey Cantrell and Charlotte 
Lorentzen, were recognized for their 
hard work and their involvement in 
the community at the 27th annual 
Peach of an Athlete Role Model Ban-
quet at the Cobb Energy Performing 
Arts Centre.

The Peach of an Athlete cer-
emony recognizes 12 student athletes 
who are from Georgia or who play a 
sport at a Georgia university or col-
lege. The banquet is sponsored by the 
Boy Scouts of America and awards 
student athletes who conduct their 
daily lives with the same values as 
scouting, by performing well both in 
school and in their sport, as well as 
giving back to the community.

Cantrell, the former red-shirt 
senior captain of the volleyball team, 
was honored with the award for the 
second year in a row. Cantrell not 
only made records on the court, she 
also made the dean’s list on three oc-
casions and constantly gave back to 
the community. 

Volleyball head coach Tami Au-
dia described Cantrell as a great team 
player, leader and ambassador not 
only to the volleyball program, but to 
the entire Georgia State athletic de-
partment.

“She is a very giving person,” 
Audia said. “Somebody who is con-
scious about everyone else, and she 
would do anything specifically for 
her teammates, family and friends. 

She puts everybody’s needs first.” 
Audia also said that Cantrell was 

always supportive of her coaches and 
teammates.

“She was a great liaison be-
tween the players and us coaches,” 
Audia said. “She led by example. She 
worked hard every day in the gym 
and never took a day off. Even when 
she was hurting, she was still out 
there and still supporting the team. 
You can’t look past those things.”

As a Georgia State requirement, 
every student athlete has to perform 
a minimum of 15 community service 
hours every year. Most of the time, 
players will come up with ways for 
their team to give back. Audia said 
Cantrell was always coming up with 
service ideas for her team. 

While at Georgia State, Cantrell 
helped hold volleyball clinics at local 
after-school programs, raise money 
for Susan G. Komen for the Cure 
and for those affected by the 2009 
earthquake in Haiti, and volunteered 
for the Colonial Athletic Associa-
tion blood drive, among many other 
things.   

Cantrell could also “take care 
of business,” an adage her father al-
ways told that followed both as a 
student and an athlete. At the end of 
her volleyball career at Georgia State, 
Cantrell had 1,592 digs — which is 
just 36 digs short of the school’s re-
cord — and earned three all-tourna-
ment team honors.

Since graduating from Georgia 
State last fall, Cantrell has pursued 
her degree in exercise science, work-

Cantrell and Lorentzen 
honored as ‘Peach of an 
Athlete Role Model’
By CARLY COSTELLO
Staff Writer

ing at a rehab and chiropractic clinic 
outside of Atlanta. She is also coach-
ing a 15-year-old club travel volley-
ball team out of Sandy Springs, and 
the team is currently ranked 10th in 
the country. 

“They are absolute rock stars,” 
Cantrell said. “I love being able to 
give back to them.”  

Cantrell hopes to use her experi-
ences to help her girls be successful. 

Junior journalism major Char-
lotte Lorentzen was honored with 
the Peach of an Athlete award for the 
firs time this year. Lorentzen is origi-
nally from Sorø, Denmark and has 
been a top player for Georgia State’s 
nationally ranked women’s golf team 
since day one. She was awarded the 
Colonial Athletic Rookie of the Year 
award as a freshman, CAA Player of 
the Week on five separate occasions 
and the CAA Player of the Year as a 
sophomore after winning the CAA 
Championship last year. 

She has also been named to the 
dean’s list four times and the presi-

dent’s list last fall. For her success in 
the classroom as well as on the golf 
course, Lorentzen was awarded CAA 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year and Na-
tional Golf Coaches Association All-
American Scholar in 2010.

Women’s golf head coach Cathy 
Mant said Lorentzen is making a 
name for herself on the golf course, 
but that she also strives to be the best 
she can be in other aspects of her life.

“[Charlotte] understands what 
it is going to take to be successful,” 
Mant said. “Her goals are to be a pro-
fessional golfer, but she also knows 
that if something is to happen she 
needs an education to fall back on. 
She actually tries to be the best that 
she can be in every area, and I take 
my hat off to her. She sets a terrific 
example for the rest of our team.” 

Lorentzen values doing well in 
school and feels that her success in 
the classroom helps her to be suc-
cessful on the golf course. 

“I feel so much more confident 
and calm if I am doing good in school, 

because that means I can spend more 
time on practice and not have to 
worry about having to sit home each 
weekend because I did not do my 
homework,” Lorentzen said. 

Lorentzen also said it is impor-
tant to be well-rounded and “have 
the entire package.” 

“It’s not enough to be just a good 
athlete,” Lorentzen said. “You’ve got 
to have personal skill and so many 
other things in order to succeed.”

Along with her team, Lorent-
zen has spent time volunteering with 
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta at 
Scottish Rite, getting students at local 
schools involved in outdoor activities 
and picking up trash in local neigh-
borhoods, as well as many other ac-
tivities.

“I think it’s really nice to see 
something else and experience that 
people live differently than you do, 
and it helps you appreciate what you 
have,” Lorentzen said. 

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Lorentzen and Cantrell at the Peach of an Athlete Role Model Banquet.

I’m on Amen Corner on day 
three of the Masters, and Kyung-Tae 
Kim is sizing up the fairway. He paus-
es, lines up and takes his swing, an 
act of awe-inspiring power and pre-
cision. The ball arcs into the air, be-
coming temporarily invisible against 
the bright blue sky, and then lands 
on the green and rolls toward the 
hole. The crowd reacts with a hushed 
murmur of approval.

He approaches the green, and 
with one fluid motion, guides the ball 
into the cup. The silence is broken 
by a gentle swell of applause. At that 
moment, I realize I’ve been holding 
my breath, utterly absorbed in the 
display playing out before me. I turn 
to my buddy Dave and say the only 
words appropriate to describe what 
I’ve just seen:

“That. Was. Awesome.”
Truth be told, I’ve never been a 

golf fan. I’ve always found the sport 
kind of stuffy, boring and even pre-
tentious — that is, until I had the 
privilege of going to the Masters.

The Masters is one of the most 
prestigious events in professional 
sports, an exclusive event held on the 
hallowed grounds of the Augusta Na-
tional Golf Club. It’s steeped in tradi-
tion and defined by a veritable who’s 
who of golf legends: Arnold Palmer, 
Phil Mickelson, Jack Nicklaus, Ti-
ger Woods and many more. Tickets 
are almost impossible to come by, so 
would-be attendees have to buy them 
through brokers who may charge be-
tween $1,500 and $12,000 for a single 
badge.

So when my friend told me his 
family won a lottery that gives them 
free passes to the Masters for life, I 
jumped at the chance to attend. 

Upon arrival, we’re ushered 
through a security checkpoint. 
There’s a laundry list of rules you 
have to follow in order to attend the 
tournament: proper attire, no cell 
phones, cameras or other electronic 
devices, no chairs with arms, no 
purses bigger than 10x5 inches and 
the list goes on.

After passing through the check-
point, I’m a little skeptical about the 
scene playing out around me. The 

24 hours in Augusta

preponderance of striped polo shirts 
and saddle shoes isn’t doing much to 
dissuade me from the notion that golf 
is a sport for snobs.

But then Dave points out two 
golfers about to tee off, and we walk 
to see the action up close. The man 
on the right squints at the green, 
bends and shimmies a little, and then 
takes his swing. He turns to follow 
the ball’s trajectory, spitting, “C’mon. 
C’mon, c’mon!” It lands to a smatter-
ing of applause. 

Later, Dave and I stand on a 

hill near the entrance, looking out 
over the course. Below us, a crowd 
of thousands of avid golf fans neatly 
snakes through the grounds. It’s an 
incredibly cool sight, a huge group 
of people enjoying a sport that, al-
though it looks boring and staid from 
the outside, is actually a celebration 
of precision and skill.

It’s the kind of thing you don’t 
need to go to the Masters to appreci-
ate. You can enjoy it just as much at 
a Georgia State tournament, watch-
ing talented athletes hit an incredibly 

tiny ball an incredibly long distance 
into an incredibly small hole. 

Around 4 p.m., we begin to 
hear murmurs of rain, so Dave and 
I sadly pack up our stuff and leave. 
As we walk out, we pass a girl walk-
ing through the entrance wearing a 
tie-dye T-shirt. Without thinking, I 
turn to Dave and say the only words 
appropriate to describe what I’ve just 
seen: 

“Is she really wearing tie-dye… 
to the Masters?”

BROOKE MARSHALL | SIGNAL
Badges to the 2011 Masters. Badges to the prestigious event can cost between $1,500 and $12,000 each.

By BROOKE MARSHALL
Copy Editor
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In fact, it’s the best college discount from any car company,1 and 
can save you hundreds — even thousands — on an eligible, new 
Chevrolet,2 Buick or GMC. If you’re in college, a grad program 
or even a recent grad...take advantage today and save on a 
new ride that will let you make your own splash on the road! 

1) Eligible participants for the GM College Discount include college students (from any two- or four-year school), recent graduates who have graduated no more than two years ago, and current nursing school and graduate students. 
2) Excludes Chevrolet Volt. 3) Tax, title, license, dealer fees and optional equipment extra. See dealer for details. 4) Not available with some other offers. Take retail delivery by 5/2/11. See dealer for details. 5) Not available with some other 
offers. Take retail delivery by 5/2/11. Must finance through Ally or GM Financial. 

The marks of General Motors, its divisions, slogans, emblems, vehicle model names, vehicle body designs and other marks appearing in this advertisement are the trademarks and/or service marks of General Motors, its subsidiaries, 
affiliates or licensors. ©2011 General Motors. Buckle up, America!

Get your discount today at gmcollegediscount.com/save.

LUCKILY THE GM COLLEGE DISCOUNT DOESN’T.

Sierra 1500 Reg. Cab WT 2WD MSRP starting at $ 21,845.00

MSRP of Sierra 1500 Crew Cab XFE  
with optional equipment as shown3 $ 35,585.00

Preferred Pricing3 $ 33,624.92

Consumer Cash4 – $ 2,500.00

Down Payment Assistance5 – $ 2,005.00

Price you pay when you finance 
through Ally or GM Financial $ 29,119.92

Your Discount $ 6,465.08

2011 GMC Sierra 1500
(discount example)

2011 Chevrolet Malibu
(discount example)

Malibu LS MSRP starting at $ 22,735.00

MSRP of Malibu 1LT as shown3 $ 23,585.00

Preferred Pricing3 $ 22,853.97

Consumer Cash4 – $ 3,500.00

Price You Pay $ 19,353.97

Your Discount $ 4,231.03Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/gmcollegeprogram

11GLN0290_F__147786A01.indd   1 4/7/11   7:12 PM

When Kaitlyn Medlam, the 
rookie pitcher for the Georgia State 
softball team, was asked if she could 
only have one thing with her if she 
was stranded on a deserted island, 
she simply said “my family.”

“Family has always been im-
portant, because that is how me and 
Vance were raised,” Kaitlyn’s mother, 
Kirsten, said. 

“We’ve always spent a lot of time 
together,” Kaitlyn’s father, Vance 
said, and the Medlams use softball as 
a way to bond. 

“[Softball’s] a family thing,” Kai-
tlyn said.

Kaitlyn found her love for soft-
ball at a young age. As a child, her 
father got her involved in soccer, bas-
ketball and softball, but her ability to 
play the game of softball kept her in-
terested in continuing the sport. 

“Softball is just what stuck,” 
Medlam said. “I was better at it.”

“After she started playing [soft-
ball] there was never really a ques-
tion. She liked it so she kept playing,” 
Vance said.

Her father was the one who in-
troduced Kaitlyn to pitching, and he 
began his softball-coaching career 
when Kaitlyn started playing at age 
six and coached her teams until she 
was 12 years old. He now coaches her 
little sister, Hannah.

“[My dad] pushed me. He got 
me into pitching. He’s my motivator,” 
Kaitlyn said. 

Before coming to Georgia State, 
Kaitlyn played for the Georgia Im-
pact Gold travel team. The team trav-
elled all around the United States to 
play in tournaments, and her family 
has always gone with her. When she 
was 12, she went to Colorado for the 
12U Nationals and at 14 she got to 
pitch a game in the Amateur Softball 
Association Hall of Fame Stadium in 
Oklahoma City.

“A lot of what we do is travel 
with both of the girls, and we try to 
take a couple extra days in those ar-
eas so we can spend that family time 
together,” Kirsten said. 

Even though Kaityn’s family 
lives about a hour and a half away 
from GSU, Vance has not missed one 
of her home games since she joined 
the Panthers this year, and he has 
only missed a couple of the away 
games, and that means a lot to Kait-
lyn.

“It definitely helps having my 
family’s support,” Kaitlyn said.

“I enjoy the game itself, but I 
enjoy watching her play,” Vance said. 
“You can’t get that back, so I try to see 
everything.”

Kaitlyn grew up in Bethleham, 
Ga., a small town outside Athens, and 
she is one of four freshmen playing 
for the Panthers this season. Dur-
ing her short Georgia State career, 

at press time, Medlam has pitched 
62 innings and has walked away 
with three saves, including the save 
against Georgia Southern that got 
her the CAA Rookie of the Week back 
in February.

“I’ve found that relieving or 
closing is more of my strength,” Kai-
tlyn said. “When you start, you start 
a fresh game and it’s not as exciting. 
I think with closing and relieving 
there is more pressure and you get a 
better adrenaline rush.”

Playing college softball was al-
ways Kaitlyn’s goal, and that is what 
she played for in every game leading 
up to now. Since signing with the 
Georgia State, Kaitlyn said her great-
est accomplishment has been her 
performance in her first year, and she 
said she was not expecting to get as 
much playing time as she has. 

“She’s done a good job for us in 
the circle as a true freshman coming 
in,” softball head coach Roger Kin-
caid said.

During her time at Georgia State, 
Kaitlyn hopes to bring her team to a 
conference championship every year.

She also plans to major in nurs-
ing in hopes of becoming a neonatal 
nurse. 

 “I really want to work with the 
Red Cross and do volunteer work af-
ter graduation,” Kaitlyn said. “I have 
always wanted to help people.”

“Since a young age, she has al-
ways wanted to take care of people,” 

Freshman saving games now, lives later

Kaitlyn’s mom said. “She got a soft 
spot, and she generally cares about 
people.” 

In high school, Kaitlyn volun-
teered to help younger students at 
her local middle and elementary 
school.

“She mentored kids for that last 
couple of years and really enjoyed it,” 
Kirsten said. “She is very good with 
kids.”

And since starting college, Kai-
tlyn has been involved with team 
community service activities such as 
cleaning up parks in Atlanta and tu-
toring students at local elementary 
schools.

“She is just a good all around 
person, no question about it. She 
goes out and works hard and helps 
others,” Vance said.

KAITLYN MEDLAM
Kaitlyn Medlam (second from right) and her family visiting the Grand 
Canyon.

By CARLY COSTELLO
Staff Writer



Chicken Tikka Masala

with
 Cumin-Infused Basmati Rice OMG Yum!

Go ahead.  Be Adventurous.
Find us in most grocer’s freezer sections!

... Because college food should be 
so much more than just warm food.

Learn more about our authentic frozen Indian 
cuisine at TandoorChef.com
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To anyone driving down Euclid 
Avenue, it probably seems a little odd 
to find a large crowd of goofy people 
in obscure band T-shirts patiently 
huddled outside of a seemingly in-
nocuous record store an entire hour 
before it opens. But to anyone in the 
crowd, it feels more or less like home. 

Record Store Day began in 2007 
as a simple idea between a simple 
group of people who just wanted to 
hold a celebration. It has since bal-
looned into an internationally rec-
ognized annual event that’s received 
an overwhelming amount of partici-
pation and recognition from bands, 
fans, labels, and in some cases, even 
the government. On this particular 
Record Store Day, only the fourth 
one held, there seems to be an air of 
excitement that seems unusual for 
9:55 a.m. The doors open up, people 
cheer and the first devout and lucky 
customers get to walk into Criminal 
Records and make their purchases. 
From that moment on, seemingly 

endless waves of people find them-
selves wandering throughout Crimi-
nal, expertly scouring the shelves and 
not leaving a single LP untouched. 
While drawing the metaphor of see-
ing kids in a candy shop is admittedly 
a little trite, it’s incredibly fitting.

Criminal’s plans for celebra-
tion include an array of in-store 
performances from that includes lo-
cal favorites Oryx and Crake to the 
specially reunited dB’s to English 
rockers British Sea Power. Not far 
down the street locally famed record 
store Wax N’ Facts prepares for a 
similar day of nerdy music goodness 
with a variety of limited edition vinyl 
that could seem to cater to virtually 
anyone’s musical tastes. 

Record Store Day has come to 
embody the ongoing struggles faced 
with an industry awkwardly stuck 
between the digital grandeur of the 
present and the unfailing analog of 
the past. While the rise of the Inter-
net has certainly offered a host of 
benefits for musicians and labels, it 

Eisley, a whimsy-tinged folk-
pop family band from Texas (siblings 
Chauntelle, Sherri, Weston and Stacy 
DuPree and cousin Garron DuPree), 
has been through some big changes 
recently — relationships, side proj-
ects, a label change, releasing their 
first new album in three years and 
going on tour. 

But after these changes, Sherri 
DuPree feels like Eisley has grown 
substantially both emotionally and 
musically.

Eisley’s contract with Warner 
Bros. was coming to an end around 
the same time they were writing 
their most recent album, The Valley. 
Most of the people Eisley originally 
worked with at Warner Bros. had 
moved to different jobs. Warner Bros. 
asked Eisley to stay on the label but 
when the company listened to The 
Valley, they told the band they didn’t 
“like” it, according to Dupree.  

“It was a big blow to us. We had 
this record that we were in love with 
and felt very passionate about and 
proud of, and a label that didn’t want 
to put it out,” DuPree said. 

Soon after, Eisley signed on with 
Equal Vision Records. 

“They’re just amazing and love 
the record. That was a big relief. It 
was a tough year,” she said. 

Finally putting out The Valley 
“was a big emotional release,” she 
said. “The inspiration was just kind 
of literally our lives and a portion 
of what we were going through at 

that time in our lives…we were go-
ing through a lot of relationship stuff 
which everyone goes through so I 
think everyone can relate to it. “

Like on their past records, The 
Valley “holds a story very much lyri-
cally,” DuPree said. 

“It’s the most cohesive album 
lyrically…it kind of has a theme and 
it’s love and loss and rebirth and find-
ing hope again and finding strength 
in yourself,” she added. 

“I think that’s why a lot of fans 
have really clung to it. Everyone goes 
through heartache and heartbreak 
and comes out on the other side of it 
a stronger person depending on how 
you look at it and how you tackle it.”

While The Valley is similar to 
past albums in its storytelling, “I 
think musically it’s a little bolder,” 
DuPree said.

“Everyone’s older now. In our 
first couple records we were really 
young when we wrote them, in our 
early teens. We didn’t have a lot of life 
experiences to draw from. I think we 
were still trying to figure out who we 

were as a band. This record we did on 
our own…so it’s very much just Eisley 
in its purest form.”

DuPree believes Eisley has be-
come much stronger since they re-
leased their debut album, Room Nois-
es, in 2005. 

“We’ve become more secure in 
ourselves and more confident as a 
band. I think everyone’s found their 
role in the band. We’ve become a lot 
stronger. It makes me think of Trans-
formers, where everyone comes to-
gether and builds a machine and it 
works really good now.”

While working together with 
your brother and sisters may not 
sound appealing to some people, Du-
Pree couldn’t imagine life any other 
way. 

“We have always been in this 
band together, since I was thirteen,” 
she said. “They’re my family and my 
best friends. We obviously have our 
disagreements and go through hard 
periods…it’s hard. But at the end of 
the day they’re my sisters and my 
brother and my cousin and who else 
would I rather spend my time with? I 
wouldn’t want to spend my time with 
anyone else but them.”

DuPree and her sister Stacy 
have also been working on side proj-
ects. Stacy’s solo project, which she 
just recently got to a “point where 
she was happy enough with it” will 
most likely be finished this year, ac-
cording to Sherri DuPree. 

“It’s gorgeous, absolutely beau-
tiful. I’m really excited to hear it 
when it gets done.”

As for DuPree’s own side proj-
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EISLEY
WHEN April 26, 8 p.m.
WHERE Vinyl at Center 
Stage, 1374 West Peachtree 
St.
ADDITIONAL INFO The 
Narrative and Christie 
DuPree (of Eisley relation, 
but not an Eisley member) 
open the all-ages show. 
Tickets are $15 in advance or 
$20 at the door.

Eisley transforms with ‘The Valley’

CHRIS PHELPS
The Valley, the new album from Texas-based folk-pop outfit Eisley, is 
the band’s boldest yet, singer Sherri DuPree explained.

ect, she has been working on songs 
with her husband, Max Bemis, of Say 
Anything. 

“We wrote a few songs last year 
and we haven’t really had the time to 
fully focus on it and make it a com-
plete project…But within the next 
couple years we completely are going 
to be putting out a full record,” she 
said. 

“It’s fun having that stuff on the 
side. We’re very passionate about our 
main projects but whenever we’re off 
tour or just want to mess around with 
something that’s slightly different 
than the music you typically write, 
it’s a lot of fun. It’s very fulfilling.”

When Eisley goes on tour, Du-
Pree’s favorite part is connecting 
with the fans. 

“I love to go out after we play 
and say hi to everyone,” she said. “I 
talk to kids a lot online through Twit-
ter and Tumblr. I’m a big web geek. I 
meet a lot of fans through there and 
it’s cool getting to go out to their cit-
ies and finally see them face to face 
and say hi — it’s like meeting old 
friends. “

As far as playing shows, DuPree 
said “it’s a very humbling experience 
when you look out and see hundreds 
of kids singing a song that you wrote. 
It’s like ‘wow, how did something 
I did touch all of these people?’ It’s 
always unbelievable… it’s very artisti-
cally fulfilling and it’s good for your 
soul to feel like you’re doing some-
thing that makes someone happy.”

By KENDALL HARRIS
Staff Writer

SEE RECORD STORE, PAGE 16

Record Store Day: Upholding tradition in an iTunes world
By PAUL DEMERRITT
Staff Writer

© PERRY JULIEN | WWW.PERRYJULIENPHOTOGRAPHY.COM
Emily Kempf of the Back Pockets performs solo, but with a little help from Gage Gilmore (left) and Lam 
Nguyen (right).
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Upon first listen, YACHT’s mu-
sic seems poppy and fun, perhaps 
even a bit simplistic. But peeking 
beneath the surface reveals levels of 
depth and intellectualism not nor-
mally found in pop music. 

The band — whose moniker is an 
acronym for “Young Americans Chal-
lenging High Technology” — makes 
it a mission to celebrate the spiritual-
ity of artistic creation through music 
that anyone can enjoy.

Can you tell me a little bit about 
your creative process?

Claire L. Evans: Well, it’s never really 
the same twice, to be honest. I mean, 
every project that we take on, we 
kind of build an environment around 
it that works for that project. So this 
last record, we made a point of re-
cording in what we call the “Western 
American utopian triangle,” which is 
Los Angeles, Cali., Marfa, Texas and 
Portland, Ore. And we made it into 
a process that was a lot about place 
and spending time in those places 
and making all the material directly 
from our experiences in those places 
and bringing nothing previous with 
us into it.

Jona Bechtolt: Yeah, as YACHT 
goes on, we become more and more 
physical. And that has a lot to do with 
our creative process and where we 
are spiritually and physically in the 
world and beyond.

Evans: Yeah. So it definitely depends. 
It varies from thing to thing. And we 
do a lot of different kinds of work. I 
mean, we make music, but we also 
make a lot of text and print docu-
ments and video stuff and design 
things, and those are all sort of differ-
ent. We have a different approach to 
a lot of those things, but it’s usually 
case-by-case. We have a tendency to 
be kind of methodical about it. We 
do a lot of research, and when we de-
cide that we’re gonna make a piece 
of work about something in particu-
lar, we do a lot of reading about that 
thing, and we sort of build a spiritual 
library of objects and book around us 
that have to do with that. Like this 
endless resource that we can draw 
on. And we end up hooking those 
things, and it comes out through 
whatever we’re doing.

Can you give me an example of 
that?

Evans: Right now, our most recent 
record, Shangri-La, which is coming 
out in June this year, is sort of themed 
around the idea of utopia, like the 
history of utopias and our search 
for utopias, our search for heaven 
on earth, the various mythologies of 
heaven and heavens on earth, para-
dise, Eden, Valhalla, arcadia, utopia, 
all these ideas. So we did a ton of re-
search on that subject. We put a lot 
of reading, we read all the important 
books on that subject: Plato’s Repub-
lic, Thomas More’s Utopia, Francis 

It is no small feat to pull off a 
90-minute play. No matter what 
the quality, there are grueling hours 
of rehearsal, line memorization, 
blocking, set construction and per-
fecting the lights. Then there is the 
anxiety, the doubt, the anticipation 
and the roller coaster of emotions 
— all before you even see an audi-
ence. So I take no pleasure in what 
I have to say about Josh Tobiesson’s 
new play, Spoon Lake Blues, playing 
at the Hertz Stage at the Alliance 
Theatre at the Woodruff.

The supposed “dark comedy” 
about two white-trash brothers 
who burglarize lakeside mansions 
to save the house they inherited 
from their grandparents is marked 
by sitcom-style humor and patron-
izing commentary about race rela-
tions and economic classes. Unfor-
tunately, it’s all been said before and 
with much greater wit and style.

Luke Roberson and Jimi Ko-
cina play the hard-up brothers, a 
stressed-out, no-nonsense blue-
collar type and a hapless, rhyme-
spouting college dropout, respec-
tively. Kocina gets the lion’s share 
of the best lines and spends most 
of the play chewing up scenery. He 
actually does get to be charming at 
times, other times coming across a 
bit like Seth Green on glue. Robert-
son’s performance seems dedicated 
to showing the audience just how 
stressed-out and intense his char-
acter is.

Veronika Duerr plays the mild-
ly corrupt local sheriff who some-
times fences what the brothers 
manage to get away with. Duerr has 
done a lot of Shakespearean work, 
and it seems as though she’s shout-
ing at the audience from the 16th 
century. There’s loud, there’s white 
trash loud, there’s theater loud and 
then there’s Veronika Duerr loud. I 
know theater is supposed to be big, 
but is it necessary to make my ears 
bleed?

Rounding out the cast is Laki-
sha Michelle May as the daughter 
of a rich black family that vacations 
at the lake. May plays her character 
with some semblance of restraint, 
and in another play she would prob-
ably be the standout of the cast, but 
her character here is plagued by a 
crippling lack of likability, even for 

the archetypal character of the rich 
girl slumming with a boy from the 
other side of the tracks.

Therein lies the biggest fault 
of Spoon Lake Blues. Its main con-
ceit is turning the stock circum-
stances of rich white people and 
poor black people on its head. The 
brothers can’t pay the taxes on their 
property because rich black people 
keep building mansions on the lake 
and driving property values up. 
May enters the picture as a sympa-
thetic rich girl who wants to help 
the brothers out but is too patron-
izing for anybody to be grateful for 
her assistance. Not to mention the 
romantic complications she brings 
to the table, which always drives 
me nuts, because it’s as though they 
drill the need for romantic ten-
sion into your head in playwriting 
school. 

It’s commendable that Tobies-
son makes a move like reversing 
the race roles that could potentially 
backfire. Unfortunately, it backfires. 
He’s trying to get us to think about 
issues, which is most always a good 
thing, but the ploy is so obvious that 
it renders it ineffective. Plus the no-
tion that rich black people are mak-
ing it harder for poor white people 
to get by, even as a means of satire, 
comes close to rendering contempt 
for the material. 

Additionally, the play has no 
idea what kind of tone it should 
be setting. The humor is “aww-
shucks” goofy most of the time, and 
every so often a character drops the 
f-bomb to remind us that it’s sup-
posed to be a “dark” comedy. At one 
point, Kocina spends 15 minutes 
in a shower cap with no mention 
made of why. By the time of the 
resolution, we have no idea what 
the point of any of it was, as it has 
forgotten entirely that it raised an 
issue worth examining.

Again, I have no shortage of 
genuine respect for anybody who 
can pull a play out of themselves 
and the honest toil that goes into 
it. For $25 a ticket, though, you’d 
do better to pay your respects else-
where.

Spoon Lake Blues runs 
through Monday, April 24, at 
the Alliance Theatre (1280 
Peachtree St.). For show 
times, see www.alliancethe-
atre.org. 

‘Spoon Lake Blues’: 
Unintentionally sad
By RYAN MIXSON
Staff Writer

Seeking spirituality with YACHT

Bacon’s New Atlantis, all that stuff. 
And that has become an interest-
ing resource library for us. And then 
we’ve also done a lot of image hunt-
ing and less structured kinds of re-
search as well. 

What do you hope to achieve 
through your music?

Evans: I think community. I think 
that’s probably the most important 
thing for us. For us, the music that we 
make is one part of what we do, and 
it’s probably the most visible part of 
what we do. And it’s a lot of trying to 
physicalize and externalize ideas that 
we have inside of our head by putting 
them into the form of pop music so 
we can share those ideas with lots 
of people very easily all around the 
world with very little effort. So for us 
it’s about communication and build-
ing community and meeting people 
and traveling around and being able 
to talk about things that we’re inter-
ested in talking about with people 
that are interested in talking about 
those things with us. That’s actually 
optimal for us. And the more feel-
ing of community we have around 
YACHT, the more we feel like we’ve 
accomplished something real.

You said that you chose pop music 
because you felt like it would be 
able to reach more people. Is that 
why you make this kind of music?

Bechtolt: We’re also huge fans of pop 
music and seeing how pop music has 
changed the world in many different 
ways throughout all of history. So we 
feel like it’s an easy way to kind of 
hide secret ideas and to disseminate 
secret ideas or public ideas. It’s a re-
ally easy way to talk to people. Even 
if you have really, really wild ideas, 
people are very accepting of those 
ideas if they’re transferred through 
pop music.

Evans: And there’s something kind 
of subversive about pop music too. It 
has a mantra-esque quality. It’s very 
repetitive. And all pop songs have 
these sort of earworm codas, things 
that stick in your brain that you re-
peat over and over and over again. 
And ultimately that can have almost 
a spiritual quality, if you take it that 
way. If you’re repeating a message 
repeatedly in your head because 
you enjoy it so deeply, then there’s 
something to that. It’s almost like a 
mantra or like a spiritual repetition. 
So we find that really interesting and 
try to play with that as much as pos-
sible. But that said, we call what we 
do pop music because we come from 
the Pacific Northwest DIY world, 
where anyone who makes a song that 
you can sing along to is considered 
pop music. I don’t think other people 
would call us necessarily pop the way 
that we feel like we are.

I would describe your music as 
very youthful and exuberant, but 
do you ever get afraid that you 
might get jaded?

Evans: It’s funny, people say that our 
music has a positive feeling to it. I 
don’t know, I feel like it can be quite 
dark. I think that we have a fixation 
with the light and the dark of an idea 
and the fact that there is no dark with 
light, there is no heaven without hell, 

YACHT
WHEN April 22, 8 p.m.
WHERE The Masquerade, 
695 North Ave.
ADDITIONAL INFO Bobby 
Birdman and Wowser 
Bowser open the all-ages 
show, which takes place in 
the downstairs area of the 
venue. Tickets are $12 in 
advance.

By BROOKE MARSHALL
Copy Editor

SARAH MEADOWS
YACHT view pop music as an easy way to communicate “really, really 
wild ideas” to a wide audience.   

GREG MOONEY
Spoon Lake Blues is sad for all the wrong reasons. 

SEE YACHT, PAGE 16



LW TW Album/Artist/Label

28 01 Thai Dai: The Heavier Side...
Various Artists (Finders Keepers) 

10 02 Civilian
Wye Oak (Merge)

23 03 Oh Land 
Oh Land (Epic)

09 04 Flora 
Fredrik (The Kora) 

27 05 Mind Bokeh 
Bibio (Warp) 

20 06 The Big Roar 
The Joy Formidable (Canvasback)

01 07 Reptilians 
Starfucker (Polyvinyl)

24 08 The Head and the Heart 
The Head and the Heart (Sub Pop)

17 09 Only Mountain: The Remixes 
Take (Alpha Pub)

26 10 Do Whatever You Want All the Time
Ponytail (We Are Free)

30 11 Flux Outside 
Royal Bands (Glassnote)

21 12 The Golden Record 
Little Scream (Secretly Canadian) 

18 13 Smoke Ring for My Halo 
Kurt Vile (Matador) 

19 14 No Color 
Dodos (Frenchkiss) 

25 15 Too Young To Be In Love 
Hunx and His Punx (Hardly Art) 

16 16 Alexander 
Alexander (Vagrant Community)

04 17 Constant Future 
Parts & Labor (Jagjaguwar) 

02 18 Wounded Rhymes 
Lykke Li (Atlantic)

29 19 Lesser Known 
Adventure (Carpark) 

— 20 Companion 
Gold Panda (Ghostly International) 

— 21 Heroes in the Healing of the Nation 
Zion I & the Grouch (Z & G Music) 

— 22 Mazes 
Moon Duo (Sacred Bones) 

— 23 Share the Joy 
Vivian Girls (Polyvinyl) 

— 24 In Love with Oblivion 
Crystal Stilts (Slumberland) 

— 25 Replicants 
Millionyoung (Old Flame) 

— 26 Actor-Caster 
Generationals (Park the Van) 

— 27 Outmind 
Matthewdavid (Brainfeeder) 

— 28 Río Arriba 
Chancha Via Circuito (ZZK) 

— 29 E.S.P.
Love Inks (City Slang) 

— 30 GB City 
Bass Drum of Death (Fat Possum)

The British label 
specializes in 
disseminating obscure 
gems to appreciating 
fans, and clearly, 
they’re doing a terrific 
job. They dusted off 
some ‘70s rock from 
Thailand, including a 
funky cover of “Iron 
Man.” Incredible.

In any commentary of Animal 
Collective alumni Panda Bear’s mu-
sic, it has seemed almost obligatory 
to draw comparisons to the Beach 
Boys visionary Brian Wilson. At first I 
had the feeling that such associations 
were trite, lazy and only about half-
true. With the release of Panda Bear’s 
fourth LP, Tomboy, it has become ob-
vious that the comparison really is 
too perfect to pass up. 

In the ’60s, Brian Wilson chan-
neled an emotional simplicity into 
his music that was and has largely 
remained unmatched to this day. His 
introspective style of sonic explo-
ration radically shifted what many 
thought was possible in music, and 
his sound found perfection in his 
near-schizophrenic need for self-
expression. Panda Bear follows suit 
on Tomboy, finding a strange kind of 
solace in his own layered harmonic 
crooning and ethereal, otherworldly 
rhythms. 

When the first melodic blasts 
serenely pound on opener “You Can 
Count on Me,” it is immediately obvi-
ous that Tomboy approaches a vastly 
different emotional and aural territo-
ry then the one explored on his previ-
ous LP, Person Pitch. Much of Panda 
Bear and Animal Collective’s work 
retain a sunny quality, occasionally 
dipping into brooding moods but al-
ways resolving into a sense of peace. 
Here that breezy closure is replaced 
by a sullen questioning that never 
seems to find any answers. 

That uncertainty forms among 
the album’s heavy guitar driven 
drone and minimalist instrumenta-
tion that leaves much of the story-
telling to Panda Bear’s voice. Most of 
the tracks only have a singular guitar 
or piano line layered over repetitive 
percussion, while the bulk of the 
song lies within wildly shifting vocal 
harmonies. 

The heavy emphasis on sing-
ing proves to be both Tomboy’s most 
notable asset and most obvious criti-
cism. Panda Bear’s chord changes 
are unmistakably brilliant, and his 
melodic structures are so skillfully 
dense that they demand multiple lis-
tens. 

However, this same density 
makes it difficult for any of the songs 
to actually get stuck in your head. 

Panda Bear
Tomboy
Paw Tracks

Panda Bear’s latest demands full attention
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Tomboy can only really be appreci-
ated through a series of serious and 
careful listens, which has the po-
tential to alienate any listeners who 
aren’t initially drawn in enough to 
give the album another chance. 

There are a few exceptions with 
tracks like “Alastian Darn” and “Surf-
er’s Hymn,” which hark back to the 
bouncy vibe that made Person Pitch 
such a widespread success. Even if 
Tomboy doesn’t offer that sense of 
instant gratification, there is an im-
mense reward in giving the album 
the serious attention it deserves, be-
cause Panda Bear creates the kind of 
music that no one else can. 

— Paul DeMerritt, Staff Writer

Colorful, kaleidoscopic 
electropop that blends 
layers of ambience 
with a strong dance 
groove — like Aphex 
Twin on Prozac. 

Quirky, vaguely 
nostalgic summertime 
indie pop that would 
sound great on a road 
trip mix.

Blown-out garage pop 
so good, it’ll make even 
the squarest person 
you know want to 
throw back a shot and 
punch a preacher in 
the face. 

It’s ironic that in their new al-
bum Fishing for Woos, Bowling for 
Soup frontman Jaret Reddick makes 
a direct reference to Weezer—recent 
critical reception for the two bands 
is, essentially, interchangeable. Both 
bands are led by men nearing 40, 
yet are still writing songs about their 
teenage years. Both bands suffer from 
cramming words into their songs; 
words that make almost no differ-
ence in the long run. Most telling of 
all, however, is the difficulty associat-
ed with remembering either band as 
enjoyable. Weezer may have enjoyed 
a few exceptional albums in their for-
mative years, but Bowling for Soup 
boasts no such success, and Fishing 
for Woos is no different. 

You might as well consider the 
first paragraph of this review a thesis, 
because my main complaints have 
already been lodged. There comes a 
point where it’s tough to tell exactly 
what crowd Bowling for Soup is play-
ing for. Are they trying to spark nos-
talgia in former fans looking to relive 
their teenage years? It seems unlikely. 
The songwriting on Fishing for Woos 
shoots down any possibility of nostal-
gia, with the band coming off more 
like whiny preteens than carelessly 
cool teenagers. You can see it in the 
titles of their songs. “Friends Chicks 
Guitars” and “Dear Megan Fox,” are 
sung by 40-year-old musicians with-
out a single hint of irony. It’s too little, 
too late. 

There could be a book written 
about bands that don’t realize the 

Bowling for Soup
Fishing for Woos
Brando Records

importance of syllable count when it 
comes to songwriting, and it would 
still have fewer words than a song on 
Fishing for Woos. Reddick sings on 
“Girls In America”: “Another blurry 
/ Picture from a trip / That only 
proves what / I already knew.” It’d 
be great if I could write what Red-
dick already knew, but he doesn’t 
really get around to mentioning it. It 
doesn’t take much to guess, “Hey, he’s 
probably talking about the quality of 
girls in America,” but even then the 
song is mostly meaningless. There’s 
no worthwhile cohesion among the 
lyrics, and the song reads more like 
an avant-garde analysis of “Girls in 
America” than it does an exultation. 
Songs go on in this way throughout 
the album, with unresolved lyrics 
and as close to no thoughtfulness as 
the band can muster.

The best I can give Fishing for 
Woos is that it sounds like an unre-
hearsed Green Day. It’s predictable 
pop-punk at its laziest, and it brings 
as little tact as it does originality, or 
timeliness. Unless you’re really dy-
ing to remember what your preteen 
years were like, there’s not much of 
a reason to pick up Fishing for Woos. 
It’s an album you already know ev-
erything about.

— Michael Rabalais, Staff Writer

SEE LOW, PAGE 16

Parts & Labor give you 
the squealing synth 
and the rusty riffs that 
make you want to lift 
a beer and bang your 
head, paired with a 
keen sense of melody 
that doesn’t sacrifice 
the band’s hard-
rocking edge.

Listening to Low’s latest album, 
C’mon, gives you the sense of driving 
through the desert at night, following 
your headlights down an empty road 
as the stars burn with silent intensity 
above you. It’s the kind of album that 
makes you feel very alive, very sensi-
tive and vulnerable, and very young. 

C’mon, the band’s ninth studio 
album, embodies the lush stark-
ness of slowcore. It hooks you from 
the first track, the rich and personal 
“Try to Sleep.” The song fades in with 
rough feedback, then blooms into a 
lovely, recursive melody punctuated 
by silvery bells in the background.

Against the ethereal backdrop 
of Mimi Parker’s wispy “ahhs,” Alan 
Sparhawk poignantly sings, “You try 
to sleep / ’cause there’s never enough 
/ You try to sleep / then you never 
wake up.”

Low
C’mon
Sub Pop



A dark, arpeggiated melody of 
another standout track, “Especially 
Me,” ascends and descends over the 
steady throb of a bass drum. The song 
is atmospheric and blurry, like a ra-
dio signal fading in and out. Parker’s 
vocal melody is slow but hiccupy. 
“’Cause if we knew where we be-
longed / there’d be no doubt where 
we’re from,” she intones in a syrupy 
near-growl. “But as it stands, we 
don’t have a clue / especially me and 
probably you.” 

The album is a beautiful exer-
cise in delayed gratification. As you 
sit listening to the ponderous in-
tensity of “You See Everything,” the 
aching slowness of “Done” and the 
dark synth undercurrents of “Maj-
esty/Magic,” the impatient part of 
you will shift and fidget, waiting for 
them to get to the point and achieve 
the resolution you crave. But before 
long, you’ll realize that the craving is 
the best part. 

The beauty of Low — and in-
deed, of slowcore itself — is its ability 
to stretch a song out to its absolute 
limits, holding every phrase until 
you almost can’t take it anymore. The 
band plays with your patience, chal-
lenges you to listen, really listen, to 
every note. Like Annie Dillard sitting 
perfectly still in the woods, waiting 
for the animals emerge from their 
hiding places, listening to C’mon re-
veals levels of subtlety within sim-
plicity, and depth within ostensible 
minimalism.

— Brooke Marshall, Copy Editor

Atlanta Events

Want to see an event in this space? Contact Jhoni Jackson at 
signalentertainment@gmail.com with the event name, time, 
date, location and a brief description.

TUESDAY, APRIL 19

Oh No Oh My, Night Driving in Small Towns, Trench 
Party
Chill out with this easy-on-the-ears lineup of bedroom pop and 
generally lightweight bands. 
The Drunken Unicorn, 736 Ponce de Leon Ave. // 8 p.m. // $5 in 
advance or $7 at the door, 21 and up

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20

Comedy Gold: Dave Stone
The Atlanta-based comedian beat 99 other comics to win last year’s 
Laughing Skull Homegrown Comedy Competition, is a co-founder of 
the homegrown Beards of Comedy Tour and also lends his voice to 
Adult Swim’s Squidbillies. Tickets are available at the door only.
The Buckhead Theater, 3110 Roswell Road // 8 p.m. // $5, all ages

THURSDAY, APRIL 21

ROAR: Fashion for a Cause
Fab’rik Atlanta and the Esani Institute (a Paul Mitchell School partner 
design team) host a fashion, dancing and drinks. Ticket sales — 100 
percent of them — benefit Food 4 Africa, an organization that provides 
meals for South African orphans.
Tongue and Groove, 565 Main St. // 9 p.m. // $10, 21 and up

FRIDAY, APRIL 22

Helter Shelter: Halfway to Halloween Costume Party
Dig last year’s Halloween costume out of your closet and dance your ass 
off with the lovable freaks at the Shelter. 
The Shelter, 2101 Tula St. // 9 p.m.// $10, 21 and up 

Eyedrum Satellite: Magiciada, Nomen Novum, Tree 
Creature
The beloved Atlanta art gallery and venue still hasn’t settled into a 
new location, but that’s not stopping them from putting on stellar 
events. The Goat Farm on the Westside plays hosts to a trio of Atlanta’s 
weirdest, most creative electronic bands. Entry gets you a cassette tape 
featuring all three of them.
The Goat Farm, 1200 Foster St. // 9:30 p.m. // $7, all ages

SATURDAY, APRIL 23

Funky Flea ATL
Shop vintage, handmade and otherwise one-of-a-kind goods at this 
pop-up sale, which includes music and free drinks. 
Ambient Plus Studio, 585 Wells St. // 1 p.m.-6 p.m. // Free, all ages

The Kills
Fresh off the release of Blood Pressures, the blues-tinged rock ‘n’ roll 
duo headline the Masquerade. Cold Cave and The Entrance Band open 
the show.
Masquerade, 695 North Ave. // 8 p.m. // $20, all ages

SUNDAY, APRIL 24

Insane Sundays
Bowl all night for $5.95 per person (plus the shoe rental cost). 
Suburban Lanes, 2619 North Decatur Road // 9 p.m. // All ages

MONDAY, APRIL 25

Rock Science Revival: ATL Bloggers Showcase
Qurious, Imagination Head and the Shathouse Rats perform at 
the record label’s reoccurring event. The bar is cash only, so plan 
accordingly.
Picaflor Studio, 195 Arizona Ave. // 8:30 p.m. // $5, all ages

TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 2011 | ENTERTAINMENT | THE SIGNAL16

>> LOW
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TEAS

is now offering the

TEAS Test
Test of Essentail Acacemic Skills 

for potential nursing program applicants

For more information:
WellStar School of Nursing 770-423-6061

www.kennesaw.edu/chhs/schoolofnursing/teas.html

has likewise acted as a detrimental 
force in the world of music sales. 
Criminal Records and Record Store 
Day co-founder Eric Levin thinks 
that fans should continue to show 
support for their favorite local re-
cord store, but he said this “not as 
a guy who sells things, but as a guy 
who loves art.” The place of the 
Internet in the music industry has 
taken over a good deal of sales that 
previously had been held by the re-
cord stores. This, coupled with that 
pesky economic downturn, seemed 
to forecast the end for most record 
stores. But Levin and everyone else 
at Record Store Day said otherwise. 

In terms of sales, Record Store 
Day turns out to be the best day of 
business for almost all participat-
ing stores. With an incredible turn-
out from fans to the biggest name 
bands, Record Store Day reveals 
that the music industry isn’t quite 
ready to admit to defeat to digital. 
According to Eric, the increased 
sales boost has even inspired once 
gloomy record stores into staying 
in business. The support for Record 
Store Day has managed to go fur-
ther then just the music industry, 
as even the French government has 
donated $5,000 to ensure that RSD 
stays afloat internationally.

Even Levin admits that giving 
into the digital age is somewhat in-
evitable, but it doesn’t have to mean 
the decreased support for shopping 
locally.  He made the important 

and often forgotten distinction that 
“iTunes won’t support your little 
league team.” While there may be 
a certain convenience in having the 
ability to purchase songs with just 
a simple click, it goes nowhere in 
supporting community. The money 
spent with a corporation like Apple 
stays with Apple, whereas money 
spent at any locally run store gets 
funneled right back in to the com-
munity. Another major hit to mu-
sic sales comes from file sharing, a 
practice which has unfortunately 
become the norm among shoppers. 
Personally, I can attest to the de-
tachment one feels when torrenting 
an album and thinking that perhaps 
it is not quite as detrimental as the 
music industry would like you to 
believe, but sadly, sometimes it is. 

Levin notes that he has start-
ed to see the effects of the decline 
in sales, watching bands having to 
cut back on their touring schedule 
and having to take on a dizzying 
amount of managerial duties that 
simply should not be the burden 
of artists. Regardless, Record Store 
Day still stands out as one of the 
most prominent signs of hope for 
an industry that refuses to be con-
verted into just an online store. But 
there is a valid point in questioning 
the relevancy of vinyl when online 
purchases are such a great deal 
cheaper. However, as Levin noted, 
“You’re not gonna give your kids 
your iTunes collection.” 

>> RECORD STORE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

there is no utopia without dystopia, 
that those things are part and parcel 
of same experience. So songs that 
we think are quite dark and sinister, 
other people read as being really exu-
berant and unaffected, which I guess 
is just one way of reading it. 

Bechtolt: And to answer your ques-
tion about being jaded, I think that 
we would have been jaded by now 
had we had the capacity to be jaded. 
But since this band has been around 
for nearly 10 years, I don’t see us ever 
being jaded. We consider ourselves 
to be incredibly lucky, and don’t take 
any part of this for granted.

Evans: Yeah. And honestly, it’s prob-
ably as boring to be jaded as it is to 
be wildly and ceaselessly optimistic. I 
think we try to tread a little bit of the 
ground in between.

What would you do if you couldn’t 
play music?

Evans: I dunno. I mean, we would do 
everything else that we do. Maybe I 
would be a writer, and Jona would be 
a visual artist. 

Bechtolt: It would be exactly what 
we do right now, just minus the mu-
sical counterpoint.

Evans: But I don’t even know what 
that would be, what you would call 
that. I guess just multi-disciplinary 
constant seeking. Spiritual seeking.

>> YACHT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
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Comic genius Neil Simon’s Ru-
mors comes to audiences at Georgia 
State during the month of April. The 
Players of GSU and the University 
Theatre are presenting the shows to 
campus April 14 through April 25.

The plot centers around four 
affluent couples invited to the tenth 
wedding anniversary of their friends. 
The couples arrive only to find their 
host injured from a gun shot wound 
and the hostess missing. What en-
sues is a hysterical cover up by all the 
guests to save their reputations and 
keep the scandal from going public. 

The first couple to arrive on the 
scene, Mr. and Mrs. Gorman, finds 
their host covered in blood with a 
self-inflicted gunshot wound. To save 
the reputation of their host, they go 
to hilarious lengths to hide the situa-
tion from the other guests arriving at 
the party. 

The role of Mr. Ken Gorman is 
played by creative writing and the-
ater performance major Andre Ea-
ton. 

“I love this role. It is so differ-
ent from any of the past roles I have 
played. Ken is just an overall fun 
character to play,” Eaton said. 

Eaton and the nine other cast 
members have been rehearsing for 

the play since February. 
“Putting on a show takes a lot 

of work and energy. We have been in 
rehearsal since the end of February, 
usually five days a week,” Eaton said. 

After months of rehearsing, 
opening night finally came for the 
cast of Rumors on Thursday, April 14 
and the theater was packed with an 
anticipating audience. 

“I think that opening night is my 
favorite night. It is the first time we 
get to perform in front of an audience 
and with a show like Rumors, an au-
dience is necessary. I think the culmi-
nation of all the hard work comes to-
gether and pays off on opening night 
creating a great show,” Eaton said. 

Anna Tucker, publicity man-
ager for The Players of GSU and cast 
member of Rumors, was also greatly 
anticipating audiences to come see 
their play opening night. 

“We are all super excited to fi-
nally hear some laughter. It’s hard in 
the rehearsal process sometimes be-
cause you hear the jokes in the show 
so many times that they can eventu-
ally stop being funny and its going to 
be really great to be reminded of how 
funny the show actually is,” Tucker 
said. 

Acting in Rumors required the 
cast to have an enormous amount 
of energy to carry out the roles of 
the exciting characters that are part 

Neil Simon’s ‘Rumors’ reach the University Theatre

TODD STUDEBAKER 
Neil Simon’s Rumors circles around four affluent couples at their friend’s wedding anniversary.

By MISHALL REHMAN
Associate News Editor

The 24 Greek-letter organiza-
tions present on the Georgia State 
campus are often held to high stan-
dards of fostering environments for 
student involvement and develop-
ment of its members.  Many of these 
organizations take pride in their 
thriving traditions of leadership, 
scholarship and community service.  
Georgia State hosted its annual Greek 
Awards Tuesday, April 12 in recogni-
tion of those organizations that held 
true to these standards.

The award ceremony recog-
nized the exceptional contributions 
of Georgia State chapters to the 
campus and surrounding commu-
nities.  Applicants were eligible for 
awards in five categories.  The first 
category was chapter awards which 
recognized chapters for awards such 
as “Outstanding Program” won by 
the Eta Mu Chapter of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc. and “Most Im-
proved Chapter” which was awarded 
to the Zeta Phi Chapter of Delta Sig-
ma Theta Sorority, Inc. 

The next category presented In-
dividual Awards. These awards rec-
ognized members of the Greek-letter 
organizations that went above and 

beyond expectations.  One award in 
particular was the Kenneth M. Eng-
land Scholarship.  

The Kenneth M. England Schol-
arship recognized a Greek-letter stu-
dent who has shown involvement in 
inter-Greek relations as well as cross-
cultural interactions.  The scholar-
ship recipient was Amber Street 
from the Zeta chapter of Theta Nu Xi 
Multicultural Sorority, Inc.  She was 
awarded a plaque and a $1,500 schol-
arship.

The Chapter Excellence Awards 
followed the Individual Awards at 
the ceremony. The Delta Lambda 
chapter of Zeta Tau Alpha received 
recognition for “Excellence in Mem-
bership” and “Excellence in Citizen-
ship.”

Each governing council was able 
to recognize members of their Greek-
letter organizations.  The National 
Pan-Hellenic Council, governing 
eight historically black Greek-letter 
organizations on campus, presented 
awards such as “NPHC Greek Man 
and Woman of the Year” which was 
awarded to Jonathan King of the Pi 
Alpha chapter of Phi Beta Sigma Fra-
ternity, Inc. and Kortney Easterly of 
Zeta Phi.  

“I am humbled and honored to 
be recognized as the ‘NPHC Greek 

Woman of the Year,’” Easterly said. “I 
will continuously strive to uphold the 
high standards of excellence that em-
bodies ‘Greek Woman of the Year.’” 

The Recreational Services 
awarded members of the Greek 
community for their contributions 
to intramurals and display of posi-
tive sportsmanship.  Andrew Lang-
ley of the Beta Kappa chapter of Pi 
Kappa Phi Fraternity was awarded 
the Stoney Burgess Award for good 
sportsmanship and Sharilyn Ferreira 
from Phi Mu was recognized as ‘Ath-
lete of the Year.”

The closing of the ceremony 
announced the four finalists for the 
prestigious Dean’s Cup Award.  The 
Dean’s Cup is an annual awarded 
given to the most outstanding Greek-
letter chapter of the year.  Applicants 
must submit an essay describing why 
their chapter deserves the honor.  
The four finalists are: The Zeta Mu 
chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Frater-
nity, Inc., the Pi Alpha chapter of Phi 
Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc., the Zeta 
Phi chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. and the Zeta chapter of 
Theta Nu Xi Multicultural Sorority, 
Inc.  The winner is announced ev-
ery year at the annual Royal Flames 
Awards Ceremony.

To learn more about Greek-

of the story. This is especially why 
Tucker is excited to finally perform 
for audiences. 

”The show requires huge 
amounts of energy in every moment 
and with long rehearsals it can be-
come challenging. This is one reason 
the cast is so excited to actually have 
an audience because then the adren-
alin will kick in and provide us with a 
dynamite show,” Tucker said.

As the opening night comes to 

a successful end, the cast of Rumors 
must prepare for the next night’s 
audiences. Tucker believes students 
should come see the play for comic 
relief especially since it’s the end of 
the semester.

“They’ll laugh and laughter is 
good for the soul, especially around 
finals time. Plus, it’s cheap and it’s al-
ways a great idea to support the arts 
here at Georgia State,” Tucker said. 

Rumors, written by Neil Simon, 

was first produced by Emannuel 
Azenburg at the Broadhurst Theater 
in New York City on November 18, 
1988. 

The show is running from April 
14 to April 16, April 21 to 23 at 8 pm 
and April 17 and 24 at 5 pm. All per-
formances are at Dahlberg Hall The-
ater, formerly known as Alumni Hall. 
General admission is $10 and $5 for 
students with an ID. 

Greek awards honor outstanding chapters and members

letter organizations here on campus, 
please visit the homepage at www2.
gsu.edu/~wwwglw/ or contact the 

Greek Advisor, Lucille Ausborn, at 
404-413-1589.

CHYNA DONELSON
The Zeta chapter of Theta Nu Xi Multicultural Sorority is a finalist for 
the 2011-2012 Dean’s Cup Award.

By ANGEL R. WHITE
Campus Life Editor
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CASH IN 
YOUR TEXTBOOKS

Rented textbooks are due back 
May 3, 2011

CHECK IN 
YOUR RENTALS

570SBB11

Spotlight Programs Board’s an-
nual “Spring Fling” week ended with 
a night of Latin flavor during “Salsa in 
the City” on Thursday April 14 in the 
Student Center Ballroom. 

The Spotlight executive board 
offered a variety of events for stu-
dents to attend throughout the week.

“The purpose of the past week 
was to offer several themed activi-
ties and giving the GSU community 
something to look forward to.” said 
Kiersten Smith, the special events 
director.

The overall theme was titled 
“Spring International.” This also in-
cluded a caribbean carnival on Tues-
day in Hurt Park and a comedy night 
on Wednesday in the Student Ball-
room. Expectations were high as this 
was the first time “Salsa in the City” 
was used as a themed-event during 
“Spring Fling” week.

The ballroom was transformed 
into a Latin nightclub with a dinner 
atmosphere. Tables topped with can-
dles were placed around the room 
that surrounded a brightly lit dance 
floor. 

Professional dance instructors 
Lee “El Gringuito” and Kat “La Gata” 
Aguilar were brought in to give the 
dance lessons that evening. Lee has 

Salsa night brings spice to ‘Spring Fling’ week
taught more people to dance the Ba-
chata in North America than any-
where else in the world. 

The instructors kept the 
night interesting as they ap-
proached the audience 
as more of an experi-
enced dance couple 
on the floor. They 
started off the 
night by en-
couraging 
p e o p l e 
to come 
f o r -
w a r d 
to be-
g i n 
learn-
ing the 
b a s i c 
steps of 
several dances 
such as the Bach-
ata, Zouk, Kizoum-
ba, Salsa and Alter-
native Tango.

 After 
demonstrat-
ing the 
s t e p s 
several 
times 
with 
t h e 
men 

By JOHDI-ANN WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

standing on one side of the 
dance floor and women on 

the other, Lee had every-
one find a partner and 
turned the basic steps 

into a fluid dance routine. 
Throughout the night he 

would have participants 
switch partners or call 

couples on stage to 
demonstrate with 

Kat and himself. 

“We thought there would be 
just basic salsa taught tonight,” said 
participant Erin Caldwell. “A lot 
more dances were taught, which sur-
prised me.  We also got good point-
ers on taking signals from your dance 
partner in order to anticipate their 
moves.”

 In regards to the competition 
that would be held later that night 
she said, “We’ll give the competition 
a chance. If it’s over our head we’ll 
hang back.”

The dance competition includ-
ed six couples, some volunteers 
and others who were selected 
by Lee. The six couples went on 
the stage one at a time and per-
formed the moves to the best of 

their ability for the people in 
the audience who acted as 

judges. Over a thousand 
dollars in prizes were 

being rewarded to 
the winners. 

A f t e r 
the three 

INETGIANT 
Spotlight concluded their 

“Spring Fling” week with 
“Salsa in the City.”

couples were chosen as the crowd 
favorite, they had to perform on 
the dance floor at the same time for 
the final round. The crowd chose a 
couple who would receive the grand 
prize: to see the largest dance festival 
in Washington D.C. 

However, Lee surprised every-
one when he rewarded all three of 
the final contestants with the grand 
prize. The first three that were elimi-
nated received a DVD of Lee and 
Kat’s dance tutorial.

Bringing the night to a close was 
the Grammy-nominated band Locos 
Por Juana performing for the audi-
ence. The upbeat tempo had people 
on their feet all night as they brought 
“Spring Fling” week to an end.

Smith said this was made pos-
sible after the Spotlight Programs 
Board was able to see the band per-
form at the annual National Asso-
ciation of Campus Activities and 
thought they would be a great addi-
tion to the “Salsa in the City” event. 
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Campus Events

Want to see your event in this space? Contact Angel White 
at signalliving@gmail.com with your event’s name, time, 
date, location and a brief description of the event. All events 
listed in the Campus Events calendar must either take place 
on campus or be produced by a Georgia State-affiliated 
organization.

TUESDAY, APRIL 19

Muslim American Women Speak
The moderator is Dr. Amira Jarmakani of the Georgia State Women’s 
Studies Institute. The speakers are contributors to the new book I 
Speak for Myself: American Women on Being Muslim.
General Classroom Building: Troy Moore Library, 9th Floor // 
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Courtyard Series: Montana Skies
Cello/guitar fusion group Montana Skies will perform live on the first 
floor of the Student Center. 
Courtyard Stage Student Center first floor // 12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20

Feed Your Senses
Feed Your Senses is a free Lunchtime Learning Performing Arts 
Series held monthly at the Rialto Center for the Arts at Georgia State 
University. The program features a different artist or speaker each 
month providing a casual and fun insider’s look at their craft. Previous 
Feed Your Senses have featured the Faculty Jazztet from Georgia State’s 
School of Music, Latin jazz group Havana Son, and Nefertari Bey, jazz 
vocalist.
Rialto Center Lobby // 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.

How to Find Scholarships
Tired of taking out loans? Looking for a better way to pay for school? 
Well look no further! The Office of Undergraduate Studies is hosting 
workshops to assist you with searching and applying for scholarships. 
248 Sparks Hall // 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Bouncing Cats
Bouncing Cats is the inspiring story of one man’s attempt to create a 
better life for the children of Uganda using the unlikely tool of hip-hop 
with a focus on b-boy culture and breakdance.
Cinefest Film Theatre // 7:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 21

COE Honors Day Ceremony
Annual ceremony to recognize COE students, faculty, staff and alumni. 
For more information, call 404/413-8114 or email aturk@gsu.edu. 
Speakers Auditorium // 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Rumors
Four affluent couples arrive at a party expecting to celebrate the tenth 
wedding anniversary of their friends. Join us as the couples go to 
hilarious lengths to save their skins in Rumors, a farcical romp written 
by America’s comic master, Neil Simon. Reservations can be made at 
www.gsuplayers.com.
Dahlberg Hall // 8:00 p.m. // Continues through April 23

FRIDAY, APRIL 22

University Jazz Band with special guest Joe Lovano, 
saxophone
Special guest Joe Lovano, a Grammy Award-winning saxophonist and 
composer will join the Georgia State University Jazz Band,
Rialto Center for the Arts // 8:00 p.m. 

MONDAY, APRIL 25

Cinefest Film Theatre: Switchblade Sisters
The “Dagger Debs” are a gang of snarling girls, and Maggie is their 
newest member. Lace, the ever tooth-gritting leader, befriends her but 
soon has doubts --it seems Lace’s man, Dominic, head of the “Silver 
Daggers” fancies the new recruit. Lace struggles to keep control of the 
Debs, and a handle on Nick, as they face off against the rival gang of 
pushers lead by Crabs.
Cinefest Film Theatre // All Day

Students were treated to a 
taste of Indian culture through the 
event titled “The Spice of Laughter” 
Wednesday April 13.  The event was 
a part of Spotlight Programs Board’s 
“Spring International: Spring Fling” 
— a series of events that introduced 
students to traditions and practices 
of three different cultures. 

“The Spice of Laughter” includ-
ed comedians, belly dancing, henna 
tattoos and a buffet of Indian food.

Comedian Asik Ali opened the 
night with a round of standup com-
edy. Ali’s act was awkward which he 
acknowledged, however, this made 
him entertaining. Ali touched a vari-
ety of topics from being raised Indian 
to having to deal with the TSA at the 
airport.

 He also performed a set of 
one-liners. The act itself was funny 
thanks to a volunteer drummer from 
the audience that energetically free 
styled on some drums onstage. 

Comedian Pershan V. per-
formed later in the night and was a 
hit among the students. Although his 
act was adult-themed, he was still 
able to generate laughter. His top-
ics also had variety and  included a 
rant about the hygiene of American 
people and toilet paper. He also talk-
ed about growing up Indian,  where 
he did impressions of his parents 

Comedy night brings culture and laughs

that made some attendees reminisce 
about their own family.

The night was also filled with 
dancing from both performers and 
students. The belly dancers, gave 
sultry performances to the beats of a 
drum duo. The dancers were a crowd 
favorite due to their skills and energy. 
They also got the crowd involved 
and danced with an attendee’s tod-
dler, which generated another set of 
laughs. 

Towards the end of the program, 
the dancers invited students onto the 
dance floor to be belly dancers for a 
night. Students were initially shy, but 
they soon loosened up and eagerly 
danced with the dance duo.

A group of students also per-
formed Bungara, a traditional dance 
that originated in northern India. 
Although the dance was traditional, 
the Bungara group was able to add in 

a few modern elements by dancing 
to songs by artists such as Wiz Khal-
ifa and Lil Wayne. The group even 
switched pace and did “The Dougie”, 
a popular hip-hop dance. The perfor-
mance was one of the highlights of 
the night and based on the reaction 
of the crowd, it was arguably the fa-
vorite moment among the students. 

Students were also treated to an 
Indian buffet provided by Panther-
Dining Catering. The meal included a 
variety of delicacies including samo-
sas, humas and spring rolls. The line 
for the buffet stretched toward the  
door. The students seemed to like it 
as well because the buffet was empty 
within an hour. 

“The Spice of Laughter” was a 
night filled with laughter and great 
entertainment and was able to live up 
to its name. 

ASHLEIGH ATWELL | SIGNAL
A group of students performed a northern Indian traditional dance 
piece named Bungara.

By ASHLEIGH ATWELL
Staff Writer



DONʼT FORGET
Itʼs time to clean out your locker!

The deadline to remove all items and locks from 
lockers rented through the Student•University Center 

is Wednesday, May 4.
Any items remaining in lockers 
after this date will be discarded.

NO EXCEPTIONS

http://www.gsu.edu/cinefest xcinefest movie times

Georgia State University uLearnGeorgia State University uLearn FacebookFacebook TwitterTwitter

Cinefest Film Theatre

All shows free for Georgia State students, faculty & staff with ID. 
Guests $3 before 5 p.m. and $5 at 5 p.m. and after.

Black Swan, April 18-24
Monday - Friday: 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 5 p.m., 
 7 p.m., 9 p.m.
Saturday - Sunday: 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 5 p.m., 7 p.m.

Bouncing Cats 
April 20

ONE NIGHT 
ONLY EVENT!

Wednesday:  7 p.m.

The Switchblade Sisters, April 25–May 1
Monday - Friday: 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 5 p.m.,
 7 p.m., 9 p.m.
Saturday - Sunday: 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 5 p.m., 7 p.m.

Final_Exam.jpg

Styles Spacing Lists

Spotlight 

SPOTLIGHT PROGRAMS BOARD
www.gsu.edu/spotlight

Applications Available
for Homecoming Committee

Applications for the 2011-12 Spotlight Programs Board
Homecoming Committee are now available 

in 380 Student Center. They are due 
Tuesday, April 26, 2011, by 4 p.m.

Finals Break
Tuesday, April 26, 7 p.m.
Student Center Ballroom

Stressed out before finals? 
Come and relieve that stress with Spotlight and 

end the school year on a happy and relaxed note.

For more information, call Spotlight at 404/413-1610.

COURTYARD SERIES
Courtyard Stage

Student Center, First Floor

Interested in 
performing 

for the 
Courtyard 

Music Series?
Please stop by 
Campus Events 

in 370 Student Center 
or e-mail Teresa Weimann 

at tweimann@gsu.edu 
for more information.

Styles Spacing Lists

http://www.gsu.edu/studentcenter

Supported by Student Activity Fees
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