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Theft is most reported crime on campus
According to statistics compiled from the dai-

ly police reports posted by Georgia State’s Univer-
sity Police, theft was the most reported crime on 
campus in 2010. Of the 660 crime reports, 339 of 
the reports were theft.

Theft was followed by 97 reports of criminal 
trespassing, 54 reports of striking an unintended 
vehicle, 45 reports of cars being broken into, and 21 
reports of harassment.

The most common items stolen were iPods, 
bicycles, and laptop computers with the occasional 
snatched wallet or purse. 

While the amount of reports received month-
ly averaged 55, September and October saw a spike 
of 87 and 83 reports, respectively. 

Campus crime is an all-to-familiar problem on 
college campuses, but especially on a nontradition-
al, downtown campus like Georgia State.

Students like Hollie Godor, a senior, tend to 
feel safer on campus during the daytime. Sopho-
more Sarah Nguyen also feels safe on campus. On 
a scale of one to five, she gave Georgia State a four 
and a half for campus safety.

To keep himself safe, junior Kevin Dimas 
makes sure all of his classes ends “before the sun 
sets,” a strategy echoed by many students. How-
ever, crimes do not happen only at night.

On April 5, 2010, University Police arrested a 
non-Georgia State individual for interfering with 
government property and theft. The individual 
was seen leaving an elevator with a hand sanitizer 
dispenser that had been ripped from the wall of a 
Classroom South bathroom, causing damages of 
$150.

Two non-Georgia State individuals were 
charged on Aug. 12, 2010 with public indecency 
for having sexual intercourse in the women’s bath-

room at the Rialto. A second public indecency was 
reported in June 2010 when a man exposed him-
self to a Georgia State staff.

In addition, another bizarre report was made 
on Oct. 20, 2010, when a man attempted to sell 
doughnuts to students at the University Commons.

An issue with having an open campus is that 
the University Police are not dealing just with stu-
dents, but also people who go through the campus, 
or as Sgt. Kristal Perkins of the Crime Prevention 
Unit said, “dealing with Atlanta issues as well as 
Georgia State.”

Junior Lauren Hawes said that while leaving 
a part of campus with a friend late at night, they 
were victims of Entering Auto: someone had bro-
ken into her friend’s car.

“The Atlanta police got there [to the scene] 
before Georgia State,” Hawes said.

Junior Georgette Eva has a friend whose lap-
top was nearly stolen. The student reported the in-
cident to University Police, but they were unable to 
find the perpetrator.

In order to feel safe, some students carry 
around various self-defense products. Nguyen has 
a rape whistle and mace, Godor carries a pepper 
spray and one student even carries a Taser.

Junior Kevin Dimas has University Police’s 
phone number saved on his cell phone. Eva likes 
to have her phone on her to feel safe and makes eye 
contact with passersby.

 “[A possible victim] can be anyone—male or 
female, any race, or age,” said Perkins. The most 
vulnerable people are those who are not aware of 
their surroundings.

Likely victims are also those who do not use 
safety escorts, she added.

“There are more than 30,000 students at 
Georgia State. At least half should participate [in a 
safety escort],” she said.

On average, at least 400 students, staff and 

faculty ask for a safety escort every month, accord-
ing to Perkins.

Nguyen has asked for a police escort and has 
had a good experience. Godor has asked for police 
escort at least five times.

One night, junior Preston Locklear called for 
a police escort at about 10:00 p.m. From his experi-
ence, it took 30 to 40 minutes to get a police escort 
by the Shell station on John Wesley Dobbs Avenue.

The escort usually takes five to 15 minutes, but 
it depends on the location and how many people 
are calling for an escort, Perkins said.

“If the location is Turner Field, the escort 
takes longer,” she said. 

Students want more police presence on cam-
pus and Dimas wants it “especially in GCB and the 
courtyard.”

Perkins said University Police are establishing 
initiative programs to keep the campus environ-
ment safe. One of the initiatives is HIPP (Height-
ened Intensity Police Presence), a program provid-
ing heavy police visibility in areas of high crime.

This month, University Police will start an-
other initiative: Operation TAPS (Tactical Aggres-
sive Patrols). In this initiative, there will be police 
visibility in areas of high crimes from 5 p.m. to 1 
a.m.

Eighty Emergency Call Boxes are located 
throughout campus in plaza areas, parking lots 
and each level of parking decks. Pushing the call 
button inside the box will connect the caller to a 
police dispatcher. Locations can be found at www.
gsu.edu/police/33378.html.

Georgia State offers a self-defense program 
for its staff, students and faculty called “Fight to 
Flight.” The program teaches its participants how 
to prevent and escape an attack. Participants learn 
passive and combative defenses. The class is two to 
three hours long and is offered every month, Per-
kins said. 

CAMPUS CRIME REPORT
TOP TEN 

REPORTED 
CRIMES AT 

GEORGIA 
STATE

360
Theft / Robbery /
Burglary / Fraud

97
Criminal Trespass

54
Duty Upon Striking 
Unattended Vehicle

45
Entering Automobile

21
Harassment

12
Property Damage

12
Graffiti

12
Battery / Assault

9
Terroristic Threats

7
Vandalism

By EMILY YANG
Staff Writer
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Georgia State has, in recent 
years, added several new buildings 
to its housing options, including the 
Freshman Dorms and Greek Hous-
ing. What most students do not know 
is that there is another recent addi-
tion to Georgia State Housing: the 
Piedmont North Dorms. 

Located on 175 Piedmont Av-
enue, the Piedmont North Dorms 
were purchased by Georgia State 
last August to meet the needs of the 
growing student population. The 
Piedmont North Dorms were previ-
ously the Wyndham Garden Hotel 
and Baymont Inn and Suites. 

Due to an overflow of students 
requesting to live on campus last fall, 
University Housing was forced to 
shift students into the Wyndham Ho-
tel relatively soon after the purchase. 

“The residence hall was occu-
pied this year to ensure that we could 
provide housing accommodations 
for students who requested to live on 
campus,” said Steve Desir, Area Coor-
dinator for University Housing.  

Because of the short time be-
tween the purchases and the begin-
ning of fall semester, Housing had 
little time for full-scale renovations 
of the building. Piedmont North’s 
Resident Assistants  helped make the 
Wyndham hotel livable before stu-
dents arrived. 

“There were no accommoda-
tions when we moved in. You don’t 
open rooms in ten days. I helped 
straighten the place out and we 
turned around it around in three 
days,”  said one anonymous Resident 
Assistant.

Housing quickly made as many 
adjustments as possible to welcome 
the building’s first Georgia State resi-

dents.
“Dining services prepared the 

lobby to serve students, and signage 
and bulletin boards were added to 
the community to provide a GSU 
feel to the residence hall amongst 
many other changes to make the hall 
more consistent with other residence 
halls,” Desir said.  

Currently, no one is living at the 
former Baymont Inn because the 
building required extensive renova-
tions and construction. This building 
will open to students next year. 

Piedmont North consists of ho-
tel-styled single-person rooms. The 
rooms come with a king- or queen-
sized bed, a pullout couch, a desk, an 
armoire and a TV. All of the furniture 
is from when the building was a ho-
tel. 

“The furniture in the residence 
remained the same given the time 
frame which we acquired the hotels.  
The furniture will be changed for the 
upcoming year and will be consis-
tent with offerings in other residence 
halls,” Desir said.  

Residents are served breakfast 
and dinner in the lobby dining area. 
Each floor also has a suite room that 
is reserved for university staff. 

However, students do have com-
plaints about Piedmont North such 
as the elevators that often break be-
cause they were not designed for the 
constant use by the approximately 
300 hundred students residing there. 
Another main concern of residents is 
the lack of efficient laundry facilities. 
The building only has two washers 
and dryers. 

“The elevator breaks down ev-
ery week and it makes it difficult to 
do the laundry,” said Piedmont North 
resident and nursing major Aisha 
Galla.  

Other problems include the lack 

Piedmont North residents face significant problems
Issues arise from swift turnaround of 
former hotel to long-term residence hall
By MISHALL REHMAN
Associate News Editor

of a trash chute, meaning students 
must throw their trash in a dumpster. 
Some of the lamps from the build-
ing’s hotel days are irreplaceable. 

Residents also face several 
transportation issues. University 
Transportation has regular shuttle 
service to the University Commons, 
but no shuttle service is offered to 
Piedmont North even though it is 
farther from campus. 

“It’s a difficult situation. I wish 
the university would make a means 
to get to where we are,” a Resident 
Assistant said. 

Also, there is limited parking for 
residents and guests. 

“Parking in general is not great. 
It’s difficult. And there’s no reason 
why visitors only get three hours of 
parking,” said resident and criminal 
justice major Amiyra English.

Resident Assistants also find it 

difficult to bring residents together 
for community events because there 
is a lack of community space in Pied-
mont North.

“Building community space 
is difficult. We were slighted as far 
as amenities are concerned. Other 
buildings had what they needed,” 
said one Resident Assistant. 

The security at Piedmont North 
generally has been satisfactory. Po-
lice are easily accessible and there is 
a night guard on duty. Resident As-
sistants are required to make three 
rounds of the building during the 
night. Students must have ID to enter 
which makes it is easier to recognize 
students who are not residents.

“Security is great. As an RA I am 
first on the scene when there is an is-
sue and when I call the police they 
are here on the spot. We are more of a 
community so it’s easier to recognize 

people,” a Resident Assistant said.
This summer, Housing plans to 

renovate both buildings. The furni-
ture will be changed, the rooms will 
be repainted and lounges and com-
munity space will be added. There 
will be more people living to a room, 
allowing people to live with two or 
three roommates. 

The furniture will be changed, 
rooms will be repainted and lounges 
and community space will be added 
to transform the building into a more 
traditional residential hall. Residents 
will have the option of having two or 
three roommates. 

Pricing next year will start out 
at $1,850 and go up to $4,000, de-
pending on how many students to a 
room. There is also a mandatory meal 
plan for the Piedmont North Dorms 
priced at $1,795.

JUDY KIM | SIGNAL
Accounting major Sterling Jones heads to his room at Piedmont North after a long day of classes.

Starting in fall 2011, Georgia 
State will implement a new policy 
called Repeat to Replace, allowing 
students to replace a failing course 
grade. 

Currently, when a student fails 
a course and retakes it, both grades 
are averaged into the GPA. The new 
rule will allow the old grade to be re-
moved and only the new grade would 
be used in calculating GPA. This is 
a program that has been a few years 
in the making. The Student Govern-
ment Association set out to change 
the grading policy at Georgia State 
and succeeded in getting this policy 
passed within the Student Govern-

ment Association, but it still had to 
go through the Senate’s Committee 
on Admissions and Standards, which 
is where it was halted.

According to Georgia State’s 
Vice President of Academic Affairs, 
Larry Heath, the stalling came from 
the university administration, which 
expressed concerns over how the 
new policy would work. The ratio-
nale was that implementing such a 
program would cause a host of prob-
lems. 

For instance, in the beginning 
stages, there was no cap on how 
many courses could be repeated. 
This was quickly remedied when the 
university feared that students would 
defer graduation in hopes of having 
the option to increase their GPAs. 

They settled on a cap: the new policy 
states that only four courses can be 
repeated.

There was concern over fresh-
men possibly being locked out of 
lower-level courses by students who 
received priority registration. There 
were also fears about the university’s 
ability to assist students, including 
fears that the registrar’s office could 
potentially become overwhelmed 
with requests by students hoping to 
apply the policy. 

The new guidelines may change 
in the future. One of the restrictions 
of the new Repeat to Replace policy 
is that the new grade with not auto-
matically be replaced after retaking 

University implements new grade forgiveness policy
By NATALIE LAVELLE
Staff Writer

PATRICK DUFFY | SIGNAL
In the event a student fails a class, they can replace their grade by 
repeating the same course. SEE GRADES, PAGE 5
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Campus Crime information provided by the Georgia State 
University Police Department. Additional information can be 
found at listserv.gsu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A0=SAFETY-HEALTH.

CAMPUS CRIME
MARCH 24, 2011

PIEDMONT AVENUE: Officers arrested a Non-Georgia State 
individual on an Agency Assist. At 7:00 p.m., officers observed 
a vehicle blocking the entrance to the driveway. When told 
to move the vehicle, the driver became upset and sped away, 
almost hitting the gate arm. Officers then conducted a Georgia 
Crime Information Center check, which confirmed an active 
warrant. The individual was issued a Criminal Trespass Warrant, 
arrested, processed and transported to Fulton County Jail.

MARCH 26, 2011

G PARKING DECK: A report was filed for Entering Auto. The 
complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 3:00 p.m., 
she noticed various items were missing from her vehicle. There 
were no signs of forced entry. The case is being handled by 
Investigations. 

GENERAL CLASSROOM BUILDING: A report was filed for 
Criminal Trespass. The complainant, a Georgia State staff 
member, stated that at 9:50 p.m., he noticed the door frame 
to room 516 B was damaged. The case is being handled by 
Investigations. 

MARCH 28, 2011

GENERAL CLASSROOM BUILDING: Officers arrested a Non-
Georgia State individual for Theft and Trespass after Receiving 
Prior Notice. At 2:00 p.m., officers observed the individual in 
possession of a trash bag containing multiple rolls of toilet 
paper. Officers also confirmed an active Criminal Trespass 
Warrant. He was arrested, processed and transported to Fulton 
County Jail.

ADERHOLD LEARNING CENTER: A report was filed for 
Harassment. The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated 
that on Feb. 14, she began receiving harassing text messages 
from an unknown individual. The case is being handled by 
Investigations. 

LOFTS PARKING DECK: A report was filed for Entering Auto. 
The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 
9:15 p.m., she noticed her parking decal was missing. There 
were no signs of forced entry. The case is being handled by 
Investigations. 

MARCH 29, 2011

WALTON STREET AND PEACHTREE STREET: Officers arrested 
a Non-Georgia State individual on an Agency Assist. At 9:15 
a.m., officers observed the individual commit a traffic violation 
and conducted a traffic stop. Officers then confirmed an active 
warrant. She was arrested, processed and transported to 
Fulton County Jail. 

M PARKING DECK: Officers issued six Georgia State students a 
Criminal Trespass Warning. At 1:45 p.m., officers observed the 
individuals loitering in the stairwell and smelled a heavy odor 
of marijuana. Officers confirmed the individuals were smoking 
marijuana. They were issued a CTW for the parking deck and 
were escorted from the area.

CENTRAL PARKING DECK: A report was filed for Entering 
Auto. The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated that at 
3:50 p.m., he noticed his passenger side window was shattered 
and various items were missing. The case is being handled by 
Investigations. 

LANIER PARKING LOT: A report was filed for Attempted Theft 
of Auto. The complainant, a Georgia State student, stated 
that at 9:00 p.m., she noticed her passenger side door was 
damaged as well as her steering column and ignition switch. 
The case is being handled by Investigations. 

The Student Government Asso-
ciation held a meeting on March 31 to 
discuss the current status of the uni-
versity and changes to Spring Break 
and commencement as well as voting 
on two resolutions and SGA bylaws.

After a call to order by Vice Pres-
ident for Student Services Kourtney 
Easterly, Vice President of Academic 
Affairs Larry Heath began the officer 
reports.

He said that after meeting with 
the Admissions and Standards Com-
mittee, the motion to move Spring 
Break was passed. Spring Break is 
now scheduled to take place near 
March 12th, but the changes will not 
go into effect until 2013.

Heath also met with the Com-
mencement Committee and reported 
that graduation may be reduced to 
one graduation ceremony annually 
in May.

“They are intending to limit the 
number of graduations to just one. 
Instead of having one in December 
and May, chances are there will just 
be one graduation ceremony that will 
happen in May,” he said. “This would 
be largely to cut costs and expenses 
and to help process the number of 
graduates we have over the summer 
that don’t get a ceremony.”

Heath also introduced the two 
resolutions that would be discussed 
later.

Vice President of Budget and Fi-
nance Nicholas Alexander said every 
organization that applied for funding 
this year received money for mid-
year allocations.

“We were pretty big with mid-
year allocation. We had a good turn 
out for applications,” he said. “A good 
thing to take away from that is that 
we were able to provide every single 
organization that applied for funding 
money.” 

Alexander also congratulated 
the newly elected officers, four of 
whom were present. Vice President 
of Public Relations Chris Sumter 
was not able to make the meeting, 
but Easterly said that he had primar-
ily been working on the helping the 
transition for the newly-elected Vice 

President of Public Affairs.
Vice President of Student Life 

Britney Penn reported on of the up-
coming collaboration with the Atlan-
ta Neighborhood Cleanup Associa-
tion for the Earth Day Clean Up on 
April 16 at 9 a.m.

“I really want all of you to come 
out and support,” she said. “The 
ANCA is working very hard to col-
laborate with GSU and get more stu-
dents involved so this is our chance 
to do that. There are sign up sheets in 
the Office of Civic Engagement.”

Easterly congratulated the new 
official SGA members and the stu-
dent body on the success of election 
process.

“It is really great, as someone 
that has been in SGA for a while, to 
see such a really great turnout,” East-
erly said. “With the elections, a lot of 
people were interested in SGA, and 
that’s an important thing since we 
are the official voice of the students.”

James Dutton, SGA president 
for the current 2010-2011 term and 
the upcoming 2011-2012 term, then 
made his statements. 

He said that all organizations 
that applied for money received it, 
although the art gallery did apply for 
funding but did not receive it because 
it was not under the umbrella of stu-
dent organizations. The amount of 
funding for each organization has 
already been awarded and now must 
be distributed to the individual orga-
nizations.

After the conclusion of the of-
ficer reports, Heath outlined the 
first resolution to be voted on for the 
evening, the “Reading Period Assign-
ment Moratorium Resolution.” The 
resolution states that all previously 
unscheduled, non-optional exams, 
papers, quizzes or reports during the 
week before finals should be given 
a moratorium, or suspension, and 
moved to the week before that, or 
two weeks before finals.

“The idea of this resolution is 
that students should have the oppor-
tunity to study effectively for their 
finals, without having to worry about 
additional assignments like papers, 
exams, et cetera,” said Heath. “The 
ideal of this was not to infringe upon 
a teacher’s discretion as to if the class 

is going to meet like most reading pe-
riods do at other universities. We just 
prefer that students don’t have to do 
additional assignments that would 
take away their time to study effec-
tively for their finals.”

Senator Ben Williams ques-
tioned if the resolution would add 
an additional week to the school 
year or take out a week in the already 
shortened term. Heath said that the 
resolution only states that no as-
signments would be due during this 
moratorium week, but classes would 
still meet regularly, so new content 
could still be introduced during this 
proposed week.

Dutton approved of the pro-
posed resolution.

“I think there is a way that we 
can work it out so that we won’t be 
infringing on faculty and staff, but at 
the same time I’m here for the stu-
dents,” he said. “If it’s better for the 
students, I’m for it.”

The resolution was tabled under 
the motion to set up a committee to 
restructure the resolution.

Heath also introduced the sec-
ond “Online Syllabi Resolution.” This 
resolution is in favor of making all 
online syllabi available to students 
for core courses before registration 
to reduce the amount of dropping 
during the add/drop period and to let 
students know what to expect before 
enrolling in a course.

The resolution was passed to 
send on to the subcommittee.

Williams went over proposed 
changes to the SGA Bylaws. The at-
tendance policy for the SGA would 
have officers on probation after two 
unexcused absence followed by im-
mediate dismissal after any addition-
al absences.

The other change in the bylaws 
would make future candidates for 
President and Executive Vice Presi-
dent of SGA serve as an elected offi-
cial in SGA beforehand and make of-
ficers suspended and removed from 
office ineligible to run in the next 
elections cycle.

All of the sections were then 
approved to move forward to a sub-
committee with the exception of the 
new requirements for President and 
Executive Vice President candidates.

SGA introduces new policies for upcoming year
By THADDEUS MORGAN
Staff Writer

SHAKYA CHEEKS | SIGNAL
President James Dutton stands to address his committee.
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Academic freedom, the idea that 
students and professors can freely 
express themselves in school with-
out any restrictions, has been a heav-
ily debated topic for many years. Ac-
cording to Georgia State’s Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools 
(SACS) Academic Freedom website, 
“academic freedom is listed as one 
of the faculty rights and privileges. 
The University Statutes state that ‘All 
faculty members are entitled to en-
joy and to exercise, without penalty 
for such exercise, all the rights of an 
American citizen as well as the rights 
of academic freedom as they are un-
derstood generally in the teaching 
profession.’”

Dr. Hugh Hudson is the Depart-
ment of History’s Chair at Georgia 
State and the Executive Secretary of 
the Georgia Conference of American 
Association of Professors (AAUP). 
According to their website, their goal 
is “to advance academic freedom and 
shared governance, to define funda-
mental professional values and stan-
dards for higher education, and to 
ensure higher education’s contribu-
tion to the common good.” Hudson 
lectured at Kennesaw State on March 
24 about academic freedom. Another 
lecture about academic freedom in 
science is scheduled for April 4, fol-
lowing Timothy J. L. Chandler’s re-
fusal of a job offer from Kennesaw 
State. 

The school offered Chandler a 
position as Provost and Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Affairs. An anony-
mous tip from a Kennesaw State 
professor led to the Marietta Daily 
Journal finding an academic paper 
written by Chandler that have been 
described as having “anti-American” 
and “Marxist” ideas. When the Jour-
nal asked Chandler about the articles, 
he said that he had written the papers 
“through a Marxist lens,” but was not 
Marxist.

Chandler refused the job amid 
the controversy. “I feel strongly about 
the commitment that I made to el-
evating Kennesaw State University’s 
academic stature,” he said in a state-
ment. “However, I have now come to 
believe that the recent distractions 
caused by external forces would in-
terfere with my effectiveness as pro-
vost.”

Chandler is currently provost at 
Kent State University in Ohio, where 
he will stay. 

“I was disappointed a univer-
sity community as a whole would not 
stand up for academic freedom,” he 
said. “Kennesaw is an exciting place, 
but I don’t think it will be able to 
make the national transition it wants 
to unless it stands up for academic 
freedom.”

In 2009, controversy concerning 
academic freedom at Georgia State 
occurred when lawmakers ques-
tioned an expert guide, meant pri-
marily for press use, including people 
whose expertise is in research about 
on oral sex and male prostitution. 

Colleges debate meaning 
of academic freedom

INSIDEHIGHERED.COM
Timothy Chandler refused a 
job offer from Kennesaw State 
University after a newspaper 
accused him of being Marxist.

By SUCHI SAJJA
Staff Writer

Georgia State’s Library Plaza 
often plays host to various student 
organizations, special events, and 
promoters who offer flyers to pass-
ersby.  More often than not, these 
flyers and promotional items from 
student organization end up litter-
ing the ground of the Library Plaza 
instead of in the trashcan. 

Georgia State students have 
taken the initiative to design unique 
wastebaskets and recycling bins 
in an effort to keep campus clean. 
However, this littering comes not 
only from a portion of the student 
body, but also from non-Georgia 
State students. Although Georgia 
State is an open campus, there are 
rules and regulations, especially 
concerning advertisement and pro-
motion, that people must follow 
before entering campus. The school 
encourages promoters to seek per-
mission before accessing the cam-
pus and handing out flyers.

According to Georgia State’s 
commercial solicitation and dis-
tribution policy, all distribution of 
“commercial solicitation,” including 
the selling or promoting of prod-
ucts, services or events on campus 
to members or the university com-
munity by non-university entities, 
must seek approval from the Stu-
dent-University Center Administra-

Littering on Library Plaza getting out of hand

Both were able to defend their work. 
“Academic freedom to explore 

significant and controversial ques-
tions is an essential precondition 
to fulfill the academy’s mission of 
fulfilling students and advancing 
knowledge,” Hudson said to the Ken-
nesaw Patch website. “Our most im-
portant responsibility is to prepare 
our students to deal with complex 
issues and to understand those issues 
well enough to make reasoned judg-
ments.”

“I think that teachers should be 
allowed to interject their opinions as 
long as they don’t violate church and 
state. For example, I don’t think that 
teachers should be allowed to teach 
that something like the death penalty 
should be used as a method of pun-
ishment for criminals or terrorists, 
because it violates my personal reli-
gion and code of ethics,” said Kelcie 
Evenson, a Georgia State junior.

“I think that academic freedom 
is extremely important,” said Profes-
sor Kenneth Terrell from the Depart-
ment of Geosciences. “University 
faculty should have academic free-
dom, but they have a responsibility 
to not try to influence students with 
their perspectives. They should just 
present the facts, and let students 
make their own decisions.”

After being hit with criticism, 
the Marietta Daily Journal said that 
their intention was not to “Red-bait,” 
but to “give the public a fuller picture 
of Chandler than was included in the 
school’s fluffy press release.” 

“Professors and students have 
the right and the freedom to research 
and write about whatever they wish. 
But it flies in the face of common 
sense to think that the public writ-
ings of a candidate for a top colle-
giate managerial post are somehow 
off-limits because they were written 
in an academic setting. Especially 
when the writings in question are 
about university governance - which 
is exactly what Chandler would be 
doing as provost,” the Journal staff 
explained in an unsigned editorial.

By CYNTHIA CHRISTMAN
Staff Writer

tion. The policy allows commercial 
solicitation to happen in properly 
reserved areas such as meeting 
spaces, streets adjacent to the cam-
pus and Library Plaza. It also states 
that solicitors are responsible for 
their own cleanup. 

The people who work for Geor-
gia State’s Facilities Management 
Services are responsible for general 
grounds keeping on campus, which 
includes maintaining the landscape 

SEE LITTERING, PAGE 5

AKEEM MASON | SIGNAL
Custodian Leonard Reynolds cleans up the debris left behind by 
ignorant students on a regular basis.



and aesthetics of the plants and 
flowers, keeping trashcans empty, 
and attending to litter. 

“Don’t litter on my campus,” 
said first shift supervisor Hank Rob-
inson. Robinson is also responsible 
for keeping the Student-University 
Center area clean. He recalled a 
specific occasion where he noticed 
a promoter walking towards the 
Library Plaza area, nonchalantly 
dropping promotional flyers on the 
ground. “I stood there confused and 
amazed to see how this young man 

was acting,” he said.
Campus Police are told to take 

action whenever they see someone 
engaging in improper solicitation 
and distribution. Officers give a 
verbal warning and explain to the 
solicitor that there is a policy that 
they must follow.  If the promoter is 
found in violation on campus again, 
the officer will then distribute a 
Criminal Trespass Warning. Finally, 
if the solicitor comes back, the offi-
cer will arrest them.

Promoters often do not know 
about the policy or punishments.

“We’re not aware of Georgia 
State’s policy. No one has ever men-

tioned anything to my team about 
any policy. There are no police of-
ficers stopping us to ask questions, 
we aren’t disturbing the peace of the 
campus, and we can’t control what 
students do with the flyers once we 
hand them out,” one promoter said. 

However, promoters are not 
the only source of the problem. 

During the 12:15 to 1 p.m. break, 
the Library Plaza serves as a social 
platform for bake sales, political 
activism, student organization re-
cruitment, and dance performances. 
When the festivities are over, a layer 
of litter is usually left. 
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Two Years That Will Change Your Life

start here.
  gain ground.
Summer is here.
You’re back in town. Now what?

Georgia Perimeter College, with multiple 
campus sites or via GPC online, is the perfect 
place to log some extra class time and knock 
out that Chem course that’s been haunting you, 
or just get ahead to close the gap between you 
and graduation. GPC courses approved by your 
institution are transferrable so don’t sweat that 
detail. Rememher to apply as soon as possible to 
make sure you have a seat this summer.

Learn more at
start.gpc.edu today.

•

Scan the bar code with your smartphone to link to our website.

the course. The student must sub-
mit an official request to have this 
policy applied to their records. 

Once the policy is applied, the 
decision cannot be undone. The 
policy also requires that both course 
have to be taken at Georgia State. 

Also, according to the motion, 
those who have already repeated 
courses and earned higher grades 
will not be eligible to apply those 
grades to the new Repeat to Replace 
policy.

 Only courses taken starting fall 
of 2011 and thereafter will be eligi-
ble. However, Heath  said that there 
are still details to be sorted out, so 
this stipulation may change in the 
future. 

Many major universities have 

their own policies regarding grade 
replacement, but they are often un-
der different names. 

For instance, The Ohio State 
University has a program similar 
to Georgia State’s new plan called 
Freshman Forgiveness. While both 
plans similarities, the Ohio State’s 
policy only applies to courses taken 
during freshman year. 

Heath suggested that, after see-
ing the success of similar programs 
implemented at various universities 
that are part of the Urban 13, Geor-
gia State should follow followed 
suit. It seems that they are in line 
with many other academic institu-
tions that allow their students an 
opportunities at a second chance. 

According to the Commit-
tee’s motion, “During a student’s 
time as an undergraduate, he or she 
might have difficulty in a particular 

course, and receive a low grade. …
The goal of this policy is to allow the 
student a second chance by remov-
ing the first grade from their GPA.”

Sean Bastarache, a speech ma-
jor and senior graduating in May, 
wishes the policy was around be-
fore he was set to graduate. “I’m a 
firm believer in second chances, so 
I think this is great,” he said. “In 
college, you run into a lot of ex-
tenuating circumstances that are 
out of your control that may affect 
your grade. The old grade should 
be wiped out because you proved 
you’re better than that if you do well 
in your second go-round.”

While the original grade will 
not be calculated into the GPA, it 
will still show on your transcript 
that you have taken the class more 
than once. 

>> GRADES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

>> LITTERING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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“The paywall will inevitably turn 
away readers once they reach 
their monthly quota.”

Chris Shattuck
Opinions Editor

cjsuainc@gmail.com

In response to declining reader-
ship and dwindling ad revenue, last 
week The New York Times made the 
decision to begin charging online 
readers subscription fees after read-
ing more than twenty stories in one 
month. But, it’s unclear whether this 
will bring in extra revenue or just 
alienate regular readers. 

Although many students receive 
newspapers for free on campus, 
I know many who get their news 
solely from online sources such as 
newspapers’ websites and news ag-
gregators.

Even with the resurgence 
of online readers, many pundits, 
publishers and media executives 
have claimed that print newspapers 
are a dying breed. Specifically, large 
metropolitan dailies like The New 
York Times or the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution seem to be in danger of 
insolvency. 

Over the years, revenue from 
ads and subscriptions to newspapers 
have taken huge hits. Faced with 
increasing competition online, as 
well as from alternative media such 
as cable and radio, print readership 
has taken a nosedive. 

Across the country, many news-
rooms have been forced to cut down 
on expenses and lay off hundreds of 
seasoned journalists to stay in the 
black. It seems the only options left 
for newspapers are to either consoli-
date or keep up with the times and 
adjust their revenue model to better 
utilize the Internet. This is certainly 
understandable, at least from a busi-
ness standpoint.

Indeed, newspapers certainly 
have a right to charge for their con-
tent. After all, quality journalism isn’t 
cheap. It can cost hundreds of thou-
sands, if not millions, of dollars every 
year to produce the kind of quality 
news stories from around the world 
that the public expects and demands 
of its journalistic institutions.

Furthermore, journalists have 
a right to be paid for the work we 
produce. As an aspiring journalist, 
I certainly want to be able to find 
a job that pays me once I graduate. 
That simply won’t happen, though, 
if there aren’t any newspapers left to 
hire people.

On the other hand, setting up 
a “paywall” in the style of The New 
York Times is particularly prob-

lematic if the goal is to attract new 
customers and function as a valuable 
source of news for all. 

For their more computer liter-
ate readers, the restrictions can be 
easily bypassed through a variety of 
means meant to deceive the server 
about a user’s true amount of visits 
to the site, thus allowing virtually 
unlimited access. 

Disregarding the ethical issues 
of bypassing the filter, it doesn’t take 
that much to avoid paying. Have two 
computers? Your monthly allowance 
just went up to 40 articles a month. 
Know how to use a search engine? 
You can access articles for free 
through a simple search. Does your 
browser have an “incognito” mode 
or a privacy setting? You should have 
no problems viewing the updated 
New York Times website.

However, while many of these 
“fixes” are fairly easy to use, some 
less savvy readers will inevitably be 
driven away by the Times’ new busi-
ness model. 

Although some online consum-
ers might be tempted to buy a sub-
scription plan priced between $15 
and $35 a month, the paywall will 
inevitably turn away many readers 
once they reach their monthly quota 
of stories. 

Perhaps the executives at The 
New York Times think that the 
monetary gains from a few more 
subscribers will outweigh the people 
who might so easily be persuaded to 
change news sources. Indeed, maybe 
they’re hoping their readers are 
loyal enough to stick with them even 
if they can get their news for free 
elsewhere. 

It’s not as though there aren’t a 
wealth of other online news sources. 
A simple Google News search can 
clearly demonstrate that fact. But, 
as a pointed and clearly demonstra-
tive example of quality journalism, 
regular readers will lose yet another 
valuable source of information with 
the loss of the Times online.

Either way, it will be interest-
ing to see how the Times’ decision 
plays out. Only time will tell if it’s a 
good one. If their business model is 
successful, it’s likely that many other 
national papers will follow suit in 
charging for online content. If that 
happens, the future of a free Internet 
is anyone’s best guess.

Why the ‘New York Times’ 
paywall is problematic

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Saxby’s needs to clean up
At press time, Atlanta restaurant and retail 

blog What Now Atlanta is reporting on a num-
ber of Atlanta-area restaurants that are failing 
Fulton County’s health inspections. While a 
number of restaurants frequented by students 
make the list, one stands out: Saxby’s in Library 
North.

That’s right, the go-to coffee stop for those 
times when you’re working on a major research 
project is garnering low health scores from the 
Fulton County Environmental Health Services 
Department. Specifically, Saxby’s scored a 64 
out of a possible 100.

Since this news is coming out just before 
we go to press this week, an in-depth news 
piece on this topic will be in next week’s issue of 
The Signal. 

What we can say, though, is that Saxby’s 
needs to clean up its act, and fast. Among the 
reasons listed for Saxby’s low score are mold 
found on an ice machine and drink nozzles, pre-
pared food not marked with a date of prepara-
tion or date for disposal, utensils stored in dirty 
containers, and an unapproved modification to 
the facility and the menu. That’s just a portion 
of the issues observed.

Saxby’s can and should do better. Their last 
health inspection in June of 2010 had the coffee 
shop receiving a 99. Because of the shop’s low 
score, there will be a follow-up review in the 

near future.
As What Now Atlanta points out, though, 

routine check-ups like this are not planned, 
while their follow-ups normally are scheduled 
in advance. This means, of course, that Saxby’s 
will know when to have their shop clean, and 
should (we hope) pass their next inspection.

Really, though, that initial score should 
stand out more than whatever a follow-up 
inspection might garner. It’s easy to plan in 
advance for an inspection. What really matters 
is that on a regular day, Saxby’s didn’t live up to 
the standards of a health inspection. What’s to 
prevent these problems from arising again?

We’ll be working on finding at least some 
of the answers to these questions this week. It’s 
up to us, the students and faculty of Georgia 
State, to make sure that Saxby’s addresses these 
issues and maintains a level of cleanliness and 
professional health that meets the standard of 
acceptability.

We also want your stories. If you have any 
issues with Saxby’s, let us know. One of the jobs 
of The Signal is to be a watchdog of sorts for the 
student body, and we want to hear from you if 
you’ve had significant issues with Saxby’s.

As for us at The Signal, we’ll be looking for 
other places to frequent while we’re assembling 
our issues on campus every weekend.
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CAA’s rise great for Georgia State sports
Once upon a time, in a tourna-

ment far, far away, the Virginia Com-
monwealth University Rams snuck 
into the NCAA Tournament on 
Selection Sunday as one of the last 
teams to enter. Three weeks and five 
games later, the Colonial Athletic 
Association’s fourth best team has 
advanced from the play-in game as 
an 11 seed into 2011’s Cinderella at 
the NCAA’s annual Big Dance. 

However, instead of simply 
taking in the experience and head-
ing home at midnight, VCU stayed 
for the exclusive after-party at 
the Final Four. Prior to last year’s 
tournament expansion, VCU would 
have likely been turned away at the 
door. Their inclusion this year was 
initially panned. ESPN’s Dick Vitale 
called VCU’s inclusion over a team 
like Colorado the equivalent of a 
beauty contest between Roseanne 
Barr and Scarlett Johansson. As VCU 
preps for the Final Four, it looks like 
college basketball’s Roseanne had a 
little plastic surgery in March.

VCU’s conference rivals, 
Georgia State, should be cheering 
on their success. While VCU is a 
few days from a potential national 
championship, the entire conference 
is soaking in the exposure. In recent 
years, mid-major stock has risen 
faster than the price of gas and the 
CAA has led the charge. Five years 
ago, the George Mason Patriots of 
the CAA became the first true mid-
major of the modern era to advance 
to the Final Four.

The NBA’s draft eligibility re-
quirements and scholarship limits in 
all sports have made parity rampant 
in collegiate athletics. The success of 
mid-major conferences will continue 
as long as the exodus of underclass-
men from major conferences to the 

“The momentum is now set for 
Georgia State sports to compete 
atop the conference.”

D.J. Dunson
Staff Writer

dunsnchecksin@yahoo.com

NBA makes experience, rather than 
pure talent, a premium commodity 
in college basketball. While teams 
like Kentucky dramatically reshuffle 
their rosters more often than Vegas 
blackjack dealers every year, teams 
like VCU build chemistry for three 
and four years.

Unfortunately, the opposite 
is true for the brightest mid-major 
coaches, who leave for higher 
paying gigs in power conferences. 
VCU coach Shaka Smart’s 10-0 
record in the post-season as head 
coach puts his name at the top of a 
litany of coaching vacancies, but the 
CAA has a deep well of coaching 
alumni. When Shaka Smart moves 
on, another promising young coach 
will fill the void. Villanova’s Jay 
Wright, Alabama’s Anthony Grant, 
Notre Dame’s Mike Brey, Texas’ 
Rick Barnes and former Los Angeles 
Lakers head coach Paul Westhead all 
coached at CAA programs. UConn 
head coach Jim Calhoun’s first head 
coaching job was with Northeastern.

Financially, each win for VCU 
benefits the conference. Every 
participant in the NCAA Tourna-
ment earns money and can increase 
their take by winning. Each tourna-
ment game that a team plays in is 
considered a “unit.” According to the 
NCAA’s revenue distribution plan, 
each “unit” is worth $239,664 per 
year or $1.4 million over 6 years. The 

total is spread out across the confer-
ence’s teams. Since this tournament 
began, the conference has earned 
nearly $10 million thanks to an ap-
pearance by Old Dominion as well as 
wins by George Mason and VCU.

In the regular season, VCU beat 
the UCLA Bruins at Madison Square 
Garden. Old Dominion defeated 
Xavier, Clemson and Richmond. Old 
Dominion came within a buzzer-
beating layup from eliminating 
Butler in the first round. The Butler 
Bulldogs, who are in their second 
consecutive Final Four as a mid-ma-
jor, will face VCU for a ticket to the 
national championship game.

While the conference’s national 
profile is increasing, Georgia State’s 
potential in sports remains untapped 
in the conference’s biggest market. 
Georgia State football was chosen 
for the cover of ESPN the Magazine 
before they ever played their first 
game. Last month, Kentucky coach 
John Calipari promoted Georgia 
State’s basketball head coach open-
ing, which has since been filled by 
Ron Hunter. Calipari touted the 
potential of Georgia State basketball 
because of its location in down-
town Atlanta and its membership in 
the CAA along with teams such as 
George Mason and VCU.

Calipari, no stranger to mid-
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing this on behalf of 
the programming board and the 
department of Campus Events. The 
last issue of The Signal published on 
March 31 explicated incorrect facts 
regarding our spring concert featur-
ing Ludacris. This letter is an effort 
to correct those mistakes.

To begin, here are the exact 
details of our democratic system 
for choosing the headlining act. In 
early December 2010, students were 
asked to vote for their top five artists 
through an online questionnaire. On 
this survey, they were able to check 
boxes beside popular artists and 
were also given the option to write 
in their choices. We advertised the 
opportunity via Facebook, Twitter, 
GroupWise student email blast, and 
in the December 7 edition of The 
Signal.

We generated 1406 responses 
from the survey, and the results are 
as follows: Chris Brown received 
38.8 percent of the vote, Ludacris 
37.7 percent and B.o.B. 35.7 percent. 
Of these artists, Chris Brown would 
have cost us twice the amount of stu-
dent fees in comparison to Ludacris, 
and for just a fraction of a vote’s 
difference. As for B.o.B., he was 

unavailable. Bruno Mars fell several 
spots behind at 25.4 percent, and he 
too was unavailable.

After the choice was made by 
the students to select Ludacris, we 
immediately began negotiating a 
reasonable price. Noting his history 
as a past student at Georgia State, 
we were able to lock in a price that 
was 12.5 percent less expensive than 
his current asking price for college 
performances, which also happened 
to be sell-out concerts. Given this ac-
complishment we were comfortable 
in moving forward with the ultimate 
goal of providing a concert artist 
chosen by our students.

Our next task was to determine 
a price point for the tickets. The Sig-
nal was correct in last week’s issue 
about the concert being subsidized. 
And indeed, our reason in doing so 
was to better suit the needs of those 
“cash strapped college students.” 
The decision to sell student tickets 
for $20 was also a direct result of the 
survey. Specifically, 35.3 percent of 
those who took the survey respond-
ed they would be willing to pay 
$20-24 if one of their top five artists 
was chosen. Next was the $14-19 
price point with 26 percent response 
and then the $25+ price range which 
received 21.7 percent of the votes. 

Again we based our decisions off 
student data, and thus tickets were 
sold for $20 each.

These facts prove the efficacy 
of the students selected to serve 
on Spotlight Programs Board and 
Campus Events, because they show 
just how inclusive their ideas are 
when considering acts for the entire 
student body. Only a few heads 
brainstormed ideas like Trey Songz, 
Georgia State Night at the Aquarium, 
MythBusters, Kevin Hart and more, 
which when executed were highly 
successful, sell-out shows. Spotlight 
and Campus Events would like to 
invite everyone to become part of 
our decision-making process, as we 
are always looking for dedicated stu-
dents who want to take advantage of 
their student fees through program-
ming on campus. Our offices are 
always open, so feel free to come ask 
questions or share your ideas.

Sincerely,

Ryan Kulp
President, Spotlight Programs Board
Junior, Marketing major

Ben Williams
Public Relations, Campus Events
Sophomore, Sociology major

SEE CAA, PAGE 8
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YOUR VOICE • YOUR OPINIONS
Do you think MARTA should be expanded 

with a 1% sales tax increase?

S T U D E N T 
V O X

“No, I don’t need any more 
taxes.”

Jason Powell
Junior, Criminal Justice

“Yes, people need 
transportation and many of 
the jobs, many of the higher 
paying jobs, are in areas 
outside of where MARTA 
currently goes.”

Deiadra Queary
Junior, Film and Video

“Yes, definitely. They really 
need to work on the public 
transportation in America. I 
live in Gwinnett County, and I 
think MARTA would be great 
out there.”

Maja Olujic
Sophomore, Anthropology

“Yeah, I guess I’d be in favor 
of that but I think it would be 
hard pitching that to southern 
counties since they’re not 
going to see any benefit from a 
state-wide sales tax.”

Chase Elleby
Law School

“Yeah, I think that would 
be fine. More people need 
to travel on MARTA than I 
thought and MARTA doesn’t 
go that far. I think it should be 
expanded into Gwinnett.”

Roger Byers
Junior, Finance

“Yes, I think that would be 
good. I’m looking for apart-
ments right now and I’m 
looking for some place near 
a MARTA station. It’s really 
difficult to find, so that would 
really help me out.”

Victoria Helmly
Sophomore, Sociology

U.S. men’s soccer looking for a home
Soccer is the most popular 

sport in the world. How many times 
have you heard that cliché in an at-
tempt to sway you into following the 
sport? It’s getting really old, but still, 
you should follow soccer, or at least 
U.S. Soccer.

It’s a travesty that Americans 
don’t support our national team 
with the same admiration and fervor 
the way that fans the world over 
support their teams. That’s not to 
say there aren’t plenty of hardcore 
supporters of U.S. Soccer. A 70,000 
plus turnout in the Meadowlands 
for last month’s fixture against Ar-
gentina is testament to that. Granted 
a large portion of them donned the 
white and sky blue of La Albiceleste, 
and there were probably as many 
No. 10 jerseys in red, white and blue 
as there were for Lionel Messi, but 
the point is, Americans want to like 
soccer. 

What’s holding us back then? 
Is it the low scoring matches? The 
large field? The stigma that soccer is 
a “third-world sport?” Is it because 
we’re all xenophobes and afraid 
to embrace something we didn’t 
invent? It’s probably a combination 
of those things, not that any one of 
them is a particularly good reason. 
But this is America. When was the 
last time we needed a good reason to 
do anything?

The truth is, soccer is one of 
the most exciting and tactical team 
sports on the planet. The game 
keeps you engaged for a full 90 
minutes, because at any moment, 
everything can change. Maybe that’s 
why American’s don’t appreciate 
soccer; it requires the spectator 
to stay focused and alert, and it 
requires actual thought to compre-
hend the game.

The truth is, every goal is a 
work of art. Not a single one comes 
easily, and every subsequent score 
doesn’t cheapen the first like in so 
many of America’s favorite sports. 
Forgive me, but I thought that is 
what America is all about: earning 
your way, every step of the way. 
That’s all soccer is: a 90-minute 
struggle to prove who the more 
disciplined and organized group of 
individuals is. 

“Soccer is as American a sport 
as any, and yet Americans 
consistently miss out on ‘the 
beautiful game,’ as it has come to 
be known.”

Saakib Zafrani
Associate Sports Editor

sjzafrani@gmail.com

And this whole notion that 
soccer is a third-world sport is aggra-
vating, to say the least. I don’t know 
who started it, but you hear it all the 
time. Whether it’s Glenn Beck mak-
ing an ass out of himself (surprise) 
and speaking on the behalf of all 
of America, saying, “We don’t like 
soccer, we want nothing to do with 
it,” or Daniel Tosh ripping the sport 
on the latest Tosh.O skit, the truth 
is, Americans want to love soccer. 
It’s the most popular youth sport in 
America, and perhaps that will spark 
change for future generations.   

Soccer is as American a sport as 
any, and yet Americans consistently 
miss out on “the beautiful game,” as 
it has come to be known. And it is a 
wondrous, beautiful sport indeed. 
The final group stage match against 
Algeria in 2010’s World Cup was 
one of the most enthralling soccer 
games any U.S. Soccer fan has ever 
witnessed. Any fan of competitive 
sport could’ve appreciated that 
game, and it was as low scoring and 
late-winning as they come. Landon 
Donovan, The Golden Boy, fired the 
“shot heard round the world” off of 
a deflection from the Algerian goal 
keeper in stoppage time to give the 
U.S. a 1-0 result, and that sent them 
to the round of 16, winning their 
group. 

More than a billion people 
around the world dream of a mo-
ment like that; for a chance to anoint 
a new hero. A moment like that gives 
fans hope and inspiration. It was the 
most important goal in U.S. Soc-
cer history, and dare I say, the most 
important score of any U.S. national 
team in recent memory, and sadly 
less than 7 million television viewers 
in America witnessed it.

 In an instant, millions of hearts 
were broken, millions of Americans 
witnessed one of the most inspiring 

moments in the entire World Cup 
and at least one unborn child drew 
the name “Landon” or “Donovan”. 
The “Comeback Kids” had done it 
again, and for a moment, a split-
second, there was hope that these 
young men donning the stars and 
stripes would change the mindset of 
an entire nation. And they did, if only 
for one more match. The following 
game against Ghana in the round of 
16 became the most watched game in 
U.S. Soccer history with 19.4 million 
viewers, according to The Nielsen 
Company.

But our boys lost the game in 
extra time, and that was that. Like 
a whisper, it was gone, just like 
what happened in Korea when the 
U.S. went to the quarter finals. The 
men’s soccer team is one of the only 
national teams that plays year round. 
They’re consistently facing the best 
athletes on the face of the planet, and 
more importantly, they’re getting the 
results. Prior to the World Cup, the 
U.S. beat Spain 2-0 in the 2009 FIFA 
Confederations Cup — a Spanish 
side that was No. 1 in the world at 
the time and came into the semifinal 
match riding a 35-game unbeaten 
streak. In last month’s match against 
Argentina, a side that came into the 
Meadowlands having beaten Spain 
and Brazil since the World Cup, the 
U.S. drew 1-1. 

It’s inexplicable why we don’t 
support those young men like they 
deserve. U.S. Soccer is poised for 
a hostile takeover at a global level. 
They have the players, they have the 
funding and more importantly they 
have the talent and desire to win 
at any level, against any opponent, 
anywhere, any time. The only thing 
holding them back is not having the 
love and support of a nation. 

JOIN THE SIGNAL!
Staff writer and photographer 

applications available at
www.gsu.edu/studentmedia and
www.gsusignal.com/applications

major success after taking Memphis 
and the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst (UMASS) to Final Fours, 

believed the potential for similar 
success existed at Georgia State. 
We should share his lofty vision for 
Georgia State athletics. Georgia State 
is now entering its fifth year in the 
CAA and the momentum is now set 

for Georgia State sports to compete 
atop the conference. One day in a 
future not too far away, Georgia State 
may reach a perch as lofty as VCU’s. 
Hopefully, someday that won’t 
sound like a fairy tale.

>> CAA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7



As the new season approaches, 
head football coach Bill Curry is 
looking to make some drastic chang-
es to the team after losing two players 
and having two stars missing consid-
erable amounts of game time.

Some of these changes include 
the switching of positions for Cole 
Moon and Sam Burkhalter.

Moon played linebacker in the 
inaugural season while Burkhalter 
played as a fullback — but in 2011 
both players are switching positions.

Burkhalter said that they help 
each other with certain plays, but 
each player played their current posi-
tions in high school, so they are both 
pretty comfortable with playing on 
either side of the ball.

 “They approached me, and 
Coach [Curry] asked me if I wanted 
to play [linebacker],” Burkhalter said. 
“They needed help so I said yes.”

Burkhalter said he will defi-
nitely miss offense but enjoys the fact 
that playing at the middle linebacker 
position allows him the chance to 
“get loose.”

Wide receiver Jordan Giles 
commented on Kelton Hill and Bo 
Schlecter’s performance, the team’s 
only two active quarterbacks after 
the recent suspensions.

“They’re doing well,” Giles said. 
“You can see the improvement in 
both of them.”

The suspensions may have hurt 
the morale of the team, but they also 

improved the team by adding new 
competition, Giles said. 

“It made me step up and gave 
the motivation to do better,” he said.

Although the atmosphere was 
certainly different around the team, 
Giles said no plays were altered.

“Not at all, those plays have al-
ways been there,” he said. 

Curry recently told the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution that he antici-
pated the team would be recruiting 
more players.

After the dismissal of Olufemi 
Opanubi and departure of Star Jack-
son, even more slots have opened up, 
and as of last Thursday two of those 
positions have been filled.

The newest members of the 
Georgia State program are Lynquez 
Blair and Mark Young.

The new additions will be add-
ing depth to the wide receiver corps.

Both recruits will be freshmen 
next year, but other additions are 
possible, as Curry told WSB-TV that 
he was looking to recruit seniors to 
help the young team with guidance.

Giles and Burkhalter both feel as 
though senior leadership would be a 
plus for the young team.

“Leadership is always good,” 
Burkhalter said. “Transfers and older 
guys are good additions.” 

Giles added, “Yeah, it’s always 
good; it wouldn’t be a bad decision.”

Overall both players say they are 
ready for the upcoming season. They 
want to prove that last year’s success 
was the real deal, and that they can 
do even better.
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Curry makes adjustments in spring practice after suspensions

“I’m excited about coming back 
and showing that last season wasn’t a 
fluke, [and] that we can be consistent 

winners,” Giles said.
Only one week of spring practice 

remains, and the Blue-White Spring 

Scrimmage will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
April 14 at the Georgia Dome.

SAAKIB ZAFRANI | SIGNAL
Sam Burkhalter (#44) taking on his new position, saving a touchdown by wrapping up Rosevelt Watson.

By ZAKKIYYA ANDERSON
Staff Writer

Twenty-six years before Ron 
Hunter was named head basketball 
coach at Georgia State, he was a ju-
nior forward for the Miami (Ohio) 
Redhawks playing the Maryland Ter-
rapins in the first round of the NCAA 
Tournament. 

Miami was trailing Maryland 
69-68 in the waning seconds of over-
time, and Hunter was preparing to 
throw the inbounds pass. Hunter 
threw the pass, but it was tipped by 
a Maryland defender and stolen. The 
loss ended Miami’s season, and the 
head coach on the winning sideline 
was Lefty Driesell. 

During his four-year career, Mi-
ami went 81-30, won a pair of MAC 
championships and earned three 
consecutive NCAA Tournament 
berths, but Ron Hunter wasn’t even 
the best Ron on his team. That dis-
tinction belonged to his teammate 
Ron Harper, who would later win 
championships with the Chicago 
Bulls and Los Angeles Lakers. Hunt-
er, who in his youth had emulated 
Georgetown’s John Thompson II, 

went into coaching.
“When I was growing up there 

weren’t many African-American 
coaches, especially at the Division I 
level, so when I saw John Thompson, 
he was a guy you always looked up 
to,” Hunter said.

After his college basketball ca-
reer concluded in 1987, Hunter be-
gan cutting his teeth in the coaching 
ranks as an assistant at the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, another 
urban institution, for $15,000 a year. 

“I had just gotten married 
and getting ready to start a family,” 
Hunter said. “How do you do that on 
$15,000? But the money didn’t mat-
ter to me because I really wanted to 
coach.”

During his six years there, Wis-
consin-Milwaukee rose from Na-
tional Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics (NAIA) to Division II, and 
eventually the Division I level. 

Tony Dungy, the head coach of 
the Indianapolis Colts while Hunter 
was at IUPUI, also had a profound 
influence on Hunter’s life.

“When I got more in my profes-
sional career, Tony Dungy became a 
very good friend of mine and became 

kind of a mentor to me, and I kind of 
wanted to live my life how he did,” 
Hunter said. 

In 2007, Hunter became the face 
and feet of Samaritan’s Feet, an orga-
nization that delivers shoe donations 
to impoverished children. 

In 1993, Hunter joined the Mi-
ami (Ohio) coaching staff under 
Herb Sendek for one season as the 
top assistant coach. Alongside him 
on the bench were Charlie Coles, 
Sean Miller and Thad Matta. Coles is 
now the head coach at Miami (Ohio) 
and Sendek has gone on to coach at 
North Carolina State University and 
Arizona State University. Matta has 
led Ohio State to the national cham-
pionship game as recently as 2007, 
and Miller coached Arizona into the 
Elite 8 this March. 

Hunter has fond memories of 
his days on the Miami (Ohio) bench. 

“It was a great staff. We just 
talked a lot about basketball. I got a 
chance to learn from those guys,” said 
Hunter. “And if you’ve looked, we’ve 
all had great careers so far. That’s 
a pretty good [coaching] tree to be 

Hunter hopes to match Driesell’s legacy

ASSOCIATED PRESS
New men’s basketball head coach Ron Hunter is known for his 
“uptempo” coaching style.

By D.J. DUNSON
Staff Writer

SEE HUNTER, PAGE 15
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Pensive yet determined, Tyler 
Tomy waits patiently for a fish to 
take the bait that floats just beneath 
the surface of the water. He sees it 
bob,senses a light tugging and imme-
diately reels in his line. Sitting on the 
bank of the Chattahoochee River, he 
has successfully caught his first fish, 
a largemouth bass. 

As a cross-country and track 
athlete, Tomy already spends much 
of his time outdoors, running on 
trails and all through the woods, but 
even when he sets aside his spikes 
and trainers, his adventurous spirit 
drives him to the great outdoors. 

Older brother and former 
Georgia State teammate Seth Tomy 
said, “Ever since we were kids we 
would run everywhere barefoot. Our 
friend’s house was a mile away and 
we’d run there and back several times 
a day.”

As a freshman, Tomy has an-
nounced his arrival onto the col-
lege running scene, finishing first 
for Georgia State in five out of seven 
races this fall, and is showing consis-
tency in track racing as well.

Tomy aspires to become an army 
ranger once his college running days 
are behind him, following in the foot-
steps of his father, Michael Tomy, 

who fought in the Vietnam War as an 
army ranger. 

“His stories about the war were 
always inspiring to Seth and I. His 
missions gave him a purpose,” Tomy 
said.

That purpose is what Tomy 
seeks through a life of adventure. 
Whether jumping out of planes or 
off of waterfalls, Tomy’s zeal for new 
journeys and new places embodies a 
quote from the protagonist of his fa-
vorite novel, Into the Wild: “The core 
of man’s spirit comes from new expe-
riences.”

Likethe novel’s protagonist, 
Christopher McCandless, Tomy 
hopes to find an escape from routine 
and monotony in nature.

“When you’re just out there, you 
don’t have anything to worry about 
but being out there and enjoying it,” 
he said. 

But just because he’s an out-
doorsman doesn’t mean Tomy likes 
to be alone in nature, always contem-
plating life. He is fascinated by people 
and is drawn to their differences and 
what makes them unique. 

“I was fishing on a pier over 
spring break, and I was talking to the 
other fishers for a long time. I real-
ized you can learn a lot about peo-
ple just from hearing their stories,” 
he said. “Most of the time we really 
talked about nothing, but sometimes 

Track and field star Tomy 
finds balance in nature
By ABBY CARNEY
Staff Writer

that’s just what you’re looking for.”
He is currently in his fifth year 

of studying French and has a desire 
to add on language after language in 
hopes of one day becoming a transla-
tor. In that way, Tomy hopes to truly 
be a world citizen and engage with 
interesting people across the globe. 

“If I could go anywhere in the 
world, I would probably go to New 
Zealand, because it’s absolutely gor-
geous out there,” he said. 

But with plans to study abroad 
in France and joining the army, New 
Zealand will likely only be the first 
leg of his worldwide journey.

College running is a priority 

now, but Tomy has bigger fish to fry 
in the future, and running has given 
him a sturdy background for the life 
of an army ranger and world adven-
turer. 

“With fishing, you’ve gotta have 
a lot of patience. When you’re fish-
ing by yourself it’s a time to reflect 
and think things over. If you’re with 
friends you just get to enjoy each oth-
ers’ company. And when you catch 
a fish, it’s exciting. And if you don’t 
catch a fish all day, it’s still a good ex-
perience,” he said. 

In many ways, life is like fishing, 
and Tomy is a master at finding con-
tentment with or without comrades. 

“God’s place is all around us, it is 
in everything and in anything we can 
experience,” McCandless says in Into 
the Wild.

Tomy takes it all in stride and 
acknowledges the importance of ex-
periencing life in a raw and nonsyn-
thetic way. 

“I have a long way to go, but I 
think these experiences are going 
to grow me and change me in ways 
that I can’t even begin to imagine,” 
he said. 

Just like the day he caught his 
first fish, Tomy approaches every day 
and new experience with awe and 
excitement.

TYLER TOMY
Tomy does not need shoes to climb trees.
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from.”
After 17 years at IUPUI, Hunter 

left for Georgia State for what he be-
lieved was a special opportunity.

“This place is a gold mine. This 
situation is only going to go up. I 

know they struggled in the past, but 
I think we’ve got the right leadership 
in place,” Hunter said.

Since Driesell led Georgia State 
to a 29-win season and a 49-50 upset 
win over Wisconsin, his successors 
have attempted to achieve the same 
level of success using Lefty’s grind-
it-out style. Hunter plans to diverge 

from that strategy in the upcoming 
season.

“I’m very upbeat, very up tem-
po,” he said. “I just believe in positive 
energy. My teams play that way. We 
play fast. I coach fast.” 

Off the court, the fast-talking 
coach shuffles from meeting to meet-
ing and interview after interview just 

as quickly as he promises his offens-
es will be. Since being named head 
coach, Hunter has done a bevy of me-
dia appearances and stated his goals 
for Georgia State basketball. Among 
them are his belief that his work 
through Samaritan’s Feet in Africa 
will allow him to recruit internation-
ally while recruiting the core of his 

roster from the Atlanta area.
Following his introductory press 

conference at Georgia State, Hunter’s 
first phone call came from none oth-
er than Driesell, whose name is en-
graved on the Panthers home court. 
This time though, it was a cheerful 
occasion.

Georgia State track and field 
athlete Yolanda Berryhill recently 
earned the Colonial Athletic Associa-
tion Field Athlete of the Week hon-
ors. At the Georgia Intercollegiate, 
Berryhill finished first in the discus 
(45.05 m), second in the hammer 
throw (47.37 m) and fourth in the 
shot put (12.32 m). 

Berryhill owns the Georgia 
State record in all three events, and 
she also was named All-CAA in the 
discus in 2010. The honor is her first 
weekly award from the CAA.

“I feel good about this award,” 
said Berryhill. “It’s nice to be recog-
nized for hard work and to have an 
actual title and award to your name. 
It’s only going to make me work 
harder to reach my full endeavors.”  

At the Yellow Jacket Invita-
tional, Berryhill won the discus with 
a hurl of 46.78 m (153-06 feet). This 
was her second victory in as many 

weeks in the event.
She also finished second in the 

shot put with a toss of 13.76 m (45-
01.75 ft).

Back in 2010, in outdoor track 
and field, she earned a spot at the 
NCAA East Preliminary Round in the 
discus and earned All-CAA honors in 
the discus after finishing third at the 
CAA Championship.

Berryhill also hurled a new 
school record in the discus with a 
throw of 48.62 m (159-06) at the UGA 
Invitational.

In indoor track in field in 2010, 
she competed in three meets and 
threw a season-best 13.51 m (44-3.88 
ft) at the New Balance Invitational 
and finished second at the Clemson 
University games with a toss of 13.26 
m (43-6.04).

In 2009, she posted the top two 
throws in the shot put during the in-
door season. During the outdoor sea-
son, she posted a season-best 42.52 m 
discus throw at the Gem of the Hills 
meet to place first. She also placed 

third in the shot put with a 12.30 m 
throw. 

“My coach has always told me 
that I have potential to be an all-
American, and I believe that” Berry-
hill said. “She has high expectations 
of me, so that’s always a motivation.”  

When it comes to school, Ber-
ryhill is a standout in the classroom. 
She earned perfect 4.0 GPA in the 
fall, which earned her a place on the 
President’s List. Also, in 2010, she 
earned a spot on the Dean’s List in 
the spring.

“Every time I have a big time 
slot, I have to do work,” Berryhill 
said. “I don’t just sit around and not 
do anything. I’m always doing some-
thing.”

She won’t be taking it easy af-
ter graduation either, as she plans 
to attend graduate school at Georgia 
State.

“I plan on doing the exercise sci-
ence program at Georgia State,” said 
Berryhill. “I hope to become a dis-
tinctive condition coach.”

Berryhill nabs Athlete of the Week title

GEORGIA STATE SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS
Discus is just one of three Georgia State records that Yolanda Berryhill 
already dominates.

By TIFFANIE SMITH
Staff Writer

>> HUNTER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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There might come a day when 
Ludacris is toting a bookbag instead 
of a mic. It’s certainly not in his near 
future, but the one-time Georgia 
State student said he’s considered re-
visiting college.

“I’ve been thinking about trying 
to come back, depending on the time, 
however I can make it happen. Hope-
fully one day I’ll be able to finish,” he 
said before his Friday, April 1, perfor-
mance at the Sports Arena.

In the late ‘90s, Ludacris stud-
ied business and music business at 
Georgia State. But his debut single, 
“What’s Your Fantasy,” quickly pro-
pelled him out of the classroom and 
into mainstream rap.

“Unfortunately, I did not finish…
I had to make a choice between going 
[into] entertainment — all over the 
world — or finishing. And I just made 
the choice to go ahead and just be Lu-

dacris,” he said. 
He’s more of a global jetsetter 

than an Atlanta dweller these days, 
but Ludacris said paying tribute to 
his hometown whenever possible is a 
natural habit. 

“You gotta love the strip clubs, 
the soul food, the women — every-
thing has a lot to do with my music 
and molding me as a person,” he said. 
“I grew up here, and I love it more 
than anything, so I represent Atlanta 
anywhere I go — worldwide.”

On the heels of the release of 
No Strings Attached and the latest 
installment in the Fast and the Furi-
ous series (both films in which he has 
supporting roles), Ludacris is hard at 
work on another venture. He hopes 
to release his eighth studio album, 
Ludaverse, by the end of the year.

His iPod is “packed with a lot 
of beats” and he’s still trying to pick 
which producers to work with, he 
said. Reaching out to particular pro-
ducers and rappers, however, isn’t 

the route he’s taking.
“After doing eight albums, I tend 

not to [seek out people] because what 
you set out to do and when the final 
version comes out, it’s totally differ-
ent,” he said. 

Ludacris is clearly seasoned 
enough to know what works for 
him and what doesn’t, whether it’s 
in music or film. But since his first 
full-length, Back for the First Time, 
dropped in 2000, much about rap has 
changed — especially in Atlanta. Over 
the last decade, the city where he cut 
his teeth has evolved into the epicen-
ter of hip-hop. 

“I think I had a little something 
to do with that. I would like to think 
so,” he said with a modest grin. “But, 
I mean, I definitely have to pay hom-
age to the Goodie Mob and Outkast 
and everybody that paved the way 
for me before I could even do that for 
other artists.”  

Ludacris: Back on campus

SAAKIB ZAFRANI | SIGNAL
Ludacris has considered returning to college to finish his degree.

By JHONI JACKSON
Entertainment Editor

On Friday, April 8, get ready for a 
foot traffic jam that isn’t the result of 
a big sports event or a parade through 
the streets of Atlanta. Venture into 
the Castleberry Hill district between 
7 p.m. and 10 p.m., and  you’ll find 
hundreds of art aficionados weaving 
in and out of galleries.

This edition of the monthly 
event, which occurs every second 
Friday, gallery owners expect a large 
influx of visitors as the weather 
warms up and walkers emerge from 
winter hibernation. 

Castleberry Hill, a three-street 
triangle formed by Peter, Walker 
and Nelson streets, is located just 
west of Downtown Atlanta. It’s lined 
with art galleries, studios, businesses 
and bars. The landscape of the arts-
centric community has changed 
throughout the years, but Castleberry 
Hill has retained a reputation synon-
ymous with support for the arts. The 
galleries that line the streets cater to 
all forms of art — everything from the 
emerging to traditional to contempo-
rary.

Denise Jackson, the founder 
of Emerging Art Scene, a gallery lo-
cated on Nelson Street, believes that 
the relationship between galleries in 
Castleberry Hill creates the perfect 
atmosphere for such a thriving arts 
scene and a popular art stroll. 

“The galleries are all very sup-
portive of each other and encour-
aging and generous,” Jackson said. 

“Castleberry Hill has all worked to-
gether to create a strong art scene 
and even with the economy in the 
state that it is in, people have contin-
ued to support the neighborhood. We 
want to see the art community across 
the board doing well.”

For the April stroll, Jackson will 
be channeling an industrial loft feel in 
her new show. She will feature large, 
industrial pieces by Colton Brown 
and Scott Strayder. The live-work 
studio will also be displaying other 
small-scale pieces, as well as bringing 
in music and an espresso bar to please 
visitors. Emerging Art Scene will be 
among several other galleries — in-
cluding Besharat Gallery, Castleberry 
Point, Granite Room, Marcia Wood 
Gallery and many others — slated to 
participate in April’s art stroll. 

With such a bustling arts scene, 
it’s no wonder the art stroll has be-
come such a popular event. The 
neighborhood association has even 
recently established an art stroll com-
mittee that organizes volunteers and 
makes the stroll more navigable and 
appealing to guests. Unlike other art 
strolls in the city, the Castleberry Hill 
neighborhood is highly accommo-
dating to pedestrians, as all galleries 
are practically a stone’s throw away 
from each other. Businesses and res-
taurants also take part in the event, 
usually offering specials for the night 
or allowing artists or musicians to 
showcase work at their businesses. 

Mandie Turner Mitchell, the 
founder of Sous Whisky Marin on 
Peter Street, has seen great support 

Castleberry Hill feeds 
the visual appetite

for the studio through the art walk. 
Mitchell describes Sous Whisky 
Marin as a gathering place for fine 
art, music, theatre, literature, edu-
cation and performance. The venue 
also acts as a working studio for art-
ists and performers with a “cozy 
speakeasy feel.” 

“Attending the Art Stroll many 
times over the years as a student, 
artist and curator, I’ve always found 
something I liked and enjoyed my-
self,” Mitchell said. “This has always 

been my experience in Castleberry 
Hill…there has been a real benefit to 
bringing the arts to Castleberry.”

During the April 8 stroll, Sous 
Whisky Marin will showcase a per-
formance by Jessica Johnson that 
she self-described as a “multi-media-
mutilating atrocity.” There will be a 
video screening of the performance 
as well as Johnson’s sketchbook and 
comic book pieces on display.

Since it began, the event has 
grown exponentially in popularity. 

Creative Loafing has named the Cas-
tleberry Hill Art Stroll Best in Atlanta 
for the past two years. 

“You’ll find some hidden gems 
and even develop favorite galleries 
that you will want to come back to,” 
Jackson said.

To check out the art stroll and 
find more information on par-
ticipating galleries and busi-
nesses, visit www.castleberry-
hill.org. 

JOHN GRIMSLEY
Guests check out art during a past stroll at the Granite Room.

By SAVANNA KEO
Associate Entertainment Editor
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In every family, there’s at least 
one weirdo. Atlanta’s musical lineage 
has adopted a new one: Cousin Dan.

A transplant from Dallas, Texas, 
24-year-old Daniel Scoggins puts 
on a nutty, dance-demanding live 
show complete with lasers and fog. 
Thumping, instantly catchy beats 
back Scoggins’ vocoder-altered vo-
cals for an electro-pop feel. But 
paired with an outfit that looks like 
an extraction from a hair metal icon’s 
wardrobe and a rambunctious, two-
stepping persona, Scoggins doesn’t 
quite fit that genre. He’s created his 
own.

Last April at Laserbeam Kitty, a 
regular dance-pop event at the High-
land Inn Ballroom Lounge, is where 
Cousin Dan’s fancy footwork first de-
buted. He’d been toying with mash-
up music in the vein of Girl Talk, but 
had written one original tune. When 
he performed it and the mostly idle 
audience was receptive, something 
clicked. 

“When that song came up, I was 
like, ‘Yes. This is what I need to do. 
I need to do my own stuff. I want to 
do stage performance and be awe-
some,’” Scoggins said. 

Cousin Dan snowballed from 
there, and now the Atlantan per-
forms regularly. But before Laser-
beam Kitty, a few unconventional 
outlets played host to his test drives. 

“I’d get on Chat Roulette — it 
was brand new then — and I’d talk to 
people and show them the ‘BB Gun’ 
video and watch them laughing and 
stuff,” he said. 

In the homemade video, he’s not 
wearing his typical getup. But his er-
ratic dance moves and the fact that 
he’s alone in his basement studio in 
a tank top jamming pretty hard to his 
own song is enough to elicit a few 
chuckles. 

“That was probably the 20th 
time I [recorded the video],” he 
laughed.

He also tested Cousin Dan at 
Java Lords’ open mic night. 

“People are mostly playing 
acoustic guitars and I plug in and get 
down, and people are dancing right 
there in the coffee shop,” Scoggins re-
called. He said the Little Five Points 
coffeehouse is where he really got his 
“kick-start.” 

Scoggins’ day-to-day is as 
charmingly odd as his performances: 
He helps build sets for museums lo-
cated throughout the country.  

“It’s a big company; there’s a 

welding area and a woodworking 
area, and I’m in the scenic depart-
ment,” he said. 

Scoggins’ latest project is con-
structing life-size trees. A graduate 
of SCAD Atlanta, Scoggins puts his 
education to use with Cousin Dan, 
too. He built his own mini-stage.

“I got a piece of scrap plexi from 
where I work…built a box frame, 
got some lights for it and bada bing, 
bada boom! I did the little system for 
the smoke to come out on the side. 
But woah,” he said with eyes wide. 
“When I built that thing, I was in 
love. I wanna sleep next to it.” 

Though Scoggins’ performances 
are a bit campy and certainly giggle-
inducing, the music is irresistibly 
danceable. 

“I see it as the art has taken a lit-
tle bit of a backseat to the music. But 
I kind of see it as making a big ball of 
the two — my building the costumes, 
I feel like that’s art. I’ve got the per-
formance art along with the music. 
I’m trying to manifest it into one big 
goo ball,” he explained.

Scoggins said his boredom dur-
ing lifeless sets by bands prompted 
the idea for a more entertaining set.

“Unless the music is really awe-
some, you’re kinda like, ‘Eh, let’s go 
smoke a cigarette outside.’ I wanted 
to do a show where people are like, 
‘What? Lasers? F--king dance floors 
and ripping Bibles in half?” he said. 
“I wanted something that people 
want to stick around for and watch 

The black sheep of Atlanta’s dance scene
By JHONI JACKSON
Entertainment Editor

JASON TRAVIS
Cousin Dan at 529 in East Atlanta earlier this year. For $5, fans can 
snag his EP, Smooch, and a little piece of Scoggins himself: “I put a 
bunch of lipstick on and kiss every CD,” he said. 

and have fun.”
The Bibles, by the way, are really 

phone books. (It’s 2011, what other 
use do phone books have?) Scoggins 
swore he doesn’t pre-rip them. He 
also offers an electrified, pumped-up 
version of Lynyrd Skynyrd’s “Free 
Bird” at his show, during which he 
typically dons a sleeveless denim 
vest, shiny gold leggings and hand-
crafted disco ball briefs. 

“I got my laser glove, and I need-

ed to bounce the lasers off my junk, 
so that’s what I came up with,” he 
joked. 

Scoggins said, in general, his 
over-the-top act has been well re-
ceived. 

“If you go balls to the wall and 
you’re having a good time, people 
will pick up on that energy,” he said. 
“People are out there for fun; they’re 
searching for fun. So you know, give it 
to ‘em — that’s what I say.”

The Plaza Theatre on Ponce 
de Leon Avenue is quickly becom-
ing one of my favorite places to be. 
The staff is magnificent, and I’ve yet 
to have a less than exemplary expe-
rience there. As it stands, I’ve only 
seen a handful of films there: Trash 
Humpers, The Room and The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show. The latter two 
are special events. The Room shows 
once a month and The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show plays every Friday night 
at midnight. I had the extreme plea-
sure of experiencing The Rocky Hor-
ror Picture Show and I can honestly 
say that I have never had that much 
fun at a flick. 

Note that I’m not reviewing the 
film here. The screening at the Plaza 
was my first time seeing it and I am 
not in a place to give a proper review 
due to the wonders that were taking 
place all around me. I’m reviewing 
the event, the experience of seeing 
the film for the first time while sur-
rounded by people that have seen it 
upward of 100 times.

From the second I entered the 
parking lot, I realized I was entering 
a whole new world. Along with that 
new world, I was also entering into 
a new family: a big, happy, dysfunc-
tional and flamboyant family. I was 
quickly recognized as a virgin to the 
event and was awarded a large “V” on 

my forehead with red lipstick and a 
plump kiss on the cheek. As I moved 
through the line, I was handed some 
newspaper that would come in to 
good use later in the night (you’ll 
understand if you attend). Even just 
standing in line, waiting for the event 
to start, is exciting. The warmth, ac-
ceptance and fun, good-hearted na-
ture just fills the air.

Before entering the theatre, the 
crowd was welcomed by the night’s 
host (or hostess in my case). She got 
the crowd pumped for what was to 
come and also gave a warning: This 
event is not for the ultra-conservative 
or easily offended. The combination 
of homosexuality, profanity and po-
litical incorrectness pretty much act 
as the night’s lifeblood. Seriously, if 
you are easily offended or get uncom-
fortable easily, do not attend. Actu-
ally, do attend it. Maybe you’ll lighten 
up a bit. That’d be good for everyone. 
Luckily, nothing really fazes me and 
I welcomed her warning with a huge 
smile.

My friends and I found our seats 
toward the middle of the theatre (“F-
-k the back!”) and waited with pure 
anticipation. The hostess greeted us 
once more then explained the game 
of the evening. Two males and two 
females were chosen (one of whom 
was a friend I came with) and they 
were told to pop balloons by hump-
ing the snot out of each other. See-
ing my friend, who looks something 
along the lines of a towering lumber-
jack, humping the backside of a guy 
much smaller than himself, was tear-
inducing hilarity.

After the game and a raffle, the 
film finally began. Now, I really didn’t 
watch much of the movie because 
there was a cast acting out the en-
tire flick on a stage at the front and 
the audience was singing along to 
the songs and shouting out hilarious 
things as the movie played on. I was 
laughing and smiling the entire time 
and walked out feeling amazing.

I cannot urge you enough to at-
tend this event. There is seriously 
nothing like it. My friends and I 
still talk about it and listened to the 
soundtrack on the way home and 
recollected the events that had hap-
pened only minutes before. I will def-
initely be attending again and again 
and again. Any chance I get, I will be 
there. I can only imagine how much 
greater the experience becomes as 
the screenings increase. Do yourself 
a favor and make it to a screening.

COUSIN DAN, NORTH 
TROLLS, SEALIONS
WHEN April 8, 9 p.m.
WHERE 529, 529 Flat 
Shoals Ave.
ADDITIONAL INFO $5, 21 
and up

A ‘Rocky Horror’-ific experience at the Plaza Theatre

NOËL HAHN
The cast of Lips Down on Dixie acts out the song “Sweet Transvestite.”

By CHRISTIAN PEREZ
Staff Writer THE ROCKY HORROR 

PICTURE SHOW
WHEN Fridays at midnight
WHERE The Plaza Theatre, 
1049 Ponce de Leon Ave.
ADDITIONAL INFO $8 cash, 
$9 card. Tickets go on sale 
at 11 p.m. Friday nights.



LW TW Album/Artist/Label

10 01 Reptilians 
Starfucker (Polyvinyl)

02 02 Wounded Rhymes 
Lykke Li (Atlantic)

01 03 Bellow 
Slater Canyon (Manimal Vinyl)

14 04 Constant Future 
Parts & Labor (Jagjaguwar) 

18 05 Bad Time Zoo 
Sims (Doomtree) 

12 06 Lives and Treasure
Acrylics (Friendly Fire)

04 07 Win Win 
Win Win (Vice) 

11 08 Colour Trip 
Ringo Deathstarr (Sonic Unyon)

23 09 Flora 
Fredrik (The Kora) 

05 10 Civilian
Wye Oak (Merge) 

21 11 Boys and Diamonds 
Rainbow Arabia (Kompakt) 

24 12 Explicit Pictures 
We Are Enfant Terrible (Last Gang)

03 13 Underneath the Pine 
Toro y Mol (Carpark)

09 14 Asleep on the Floodplain 
Six Organs of Admittance (Drag City) 

07 15 Zonoscope 
Cut Copy (Modular) 

15 16 Alexander 
Alexander (Vagrant Community) 

16 17 Only Mountain: The Remixes 
Take (Alpha Pub)

22 18 Smoke Ring for My Halo 
Kurt Vile (Matador) 

25 19 No Color 
Dodos (Frenchkiss) 

— 20 The Big Roar 
The Joy Formidable (Canvasback) 

27 21 The Golden Record 
Little Scream (Secretly Canadian) 

28 22 All Eternals Deck 
The Mountain Goats (Merge) 

29 23 Oh Land 
Oh Land (Epic) 

30 24 The Head and the Heart 
The Head and the Heart (Sub Pop)

— 25 Too Young To Be In Love 
Hunx and His Punx (Hardly Art) 

— 26 Do Whatever You Want...
Ponytail (We Are Free)

— 27 Mind Bokeh 
Bibio (Warp) 

— 28 Thai Dai: The Heavier Side...
Various Artists (Finders Keepers) 

— 29 Lesser Known 
Adventure (Carpark) 

— 30 Flux Outside 
Royal Bands (Glassnote)

When an iconic band releases 
new material, questions often arise 
about their motives — the stereotype 
of the washed-up rocker rebounding 
to semi-fame is becoming increasing-
ly familiar. Although the New York 
Dolls are most likely sincere in their 
motivation for releasing Dancing 
Backward in High Heels, it goes with-
out saying that being a cross-dressing 
1970s glam rocker doesn’t come with 
a 401(k). 

Dancing is a confusing attempt 
at reinvention by these pioneering 
proto-punks, in large part because 
only two of the original members are 
still in the band. Although the new 
members are certainly qualified — 
Blondie’s Frank Infante is on guitar 
and Louis XIV’s Jason Hill helms the 
bass — the group now lacks the cock-
sure strut and reckless livelihood that 
built its reputation. 

Most of the album bears no 
semblance to the Dolls’ trashy glam 
of yesteryear. The single, “Fool for 
You Baby,” tries hard to lay down 
shimmering Pixies harmonies, but 
ultimately falls short. “Baby, Tell Me 
What I’m On” is a totally uncharac-
teristic reggae jammer that’s so vanil-
la it might as well have been penned 
by Don Imus — it’s got no backbone. 

In the Dolls’ heyday, singer Da-
vid Johansen was something of a sex 
symbol, but that was decades ago. His 
vocals are smoky, but in a way more 
like your uncle’s Oldsmobile than 
seminal punk club CBGB. Guitarist 
Sylvain Sylvain is a capable player, 
and although his style is different 
than it used to be, it’s still unmistak-
ably his. 

Not all is lost on Dancing, de-
spite its shortcomings. “Talk To Me 
Baby” is at least somewhat reminis-
cent of early Dolls and its contempo-
raries. T. Rex fuzz chugs along over a 
chunky beat that would make origi-
nal drummer Jerry Nolan proud, and 
the prominent girl-group vocals are a 
nice touch. 

“You Don’t Have to Cry” is a 
surprisingly Bowie-esque acoustic 
strummer, and it redeems some of the 
album’s weaker moments. “Round 
and Round She Goes” is a pleasant 
enough old-school rocker, but it pales 
in comparison to the Dolls’ back cata-
logue.

The New York Dolls
Dancing Backward in High Heels
429 Records

Classic glam act New York Dolls are lackluster
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Many great rock bands have de-
teriorated with age, and the Dolls are 
no exception. The group is no longer 
glam nor glamorous, but they’re try-
ing as hard as they can, which counts 
for something. 

Reunion albums usually strive 
to get back to basics, but the Dolls 
have opted for a late-career genre 
expansion that fell between aging 
weirdness and a last-ditch effort. It’s 
hard to say whether or not the Dolls 
were actually compelled to craft this 
album or whether the rent was too 
damn high, but what’s for sure is that 
Dancing is a cash cow wearing fish-
nets and lipstick.

— Zack Kraimer, Staff Writer

Art-rock often allows 
for bird calls, childlike 
gibberish and other 
quirky accents. But 
with this band, there’s 
also dense, lush and 
intricate guitar work. 
Think Marnie Stern 
if she’d been making 
music as an 8-year-old. 

Psych has infiltrated 
the Knoxville band’s 
third outing for a 
thicker, more complex 
brand of their rough-
around-the-edges indie 
pop. SEE ANTHONY DAVID, PAGE 16

Finally, a band to fill 
the void Le Tigre’s 
hiatus has left in our 
8-bit hearts. Start your 
love affair with “Wild 
Child.” 

The genius of the Mountain 
Goats has always been its ability to 
effortlessly weave together simplic-
ity and profundity. The band’s melo-
dies are straightforward and sound 
almost as if they’d be at home as the 
theme to a heartwarming ’90s sit-
com. (Go ahead and listen to “Gen-
esis 3:23”and tell me that isn’t true.)

And then there’s the unadorned 
timbre of lead singer John Darnielle’s 
voice. Listening to him, you get the 
sense that he’s not so much singing as 
handing you his lyrics — but careful-
ly, reverently, as though they contain 
great truths.

And they do. This thoughtful 
lyricism and simple but powerful 
melody shine through on the Moun-
tain Goats’ 18th release, All Eternals 
Deck — with the exception of a few 
so-so tracks, which surprise you like 
a lump of baking soda in an otherwise 
perfect cookie.

Opener “Damn these Vampires” 
is classic Mountain Goats. Rich piano 
and acoustic guitar meld with a stur-
dy drum track, while Darnielle sings 
out, “Crawl ’til dawn / on my hands 
and knees / God damn these vam-
pires / for what they’ve done to me.”

On “Estate Sale Sign,” the melo-
dy takes a turn for the harsh — think 
Andrew Jackson Jihad, not Tallahas-
see. It’s a throwback to the old cas-
sette tape days, but it doesn’t do jus-
tice to the mature sound the band has 
cultivated in recent years.

There are other highlights on All 
Eternals Deck: the orchestral melo-

The Mountain Goats
All Eternals Deck
Merge

drama of “Age of Kings” and “Outer 
Scorpion Squadron,” the lushness of 
“For Charles Bronson” and the crisp 
catchiness of “Beautiful Gas Mask.”

But by far the most powerful 
track is the penultimate “Never Quite 
Free,” about the struggle to find inner 
peace. The song starts off with full-
bodied instrumentation that drops 
back during the choruses, leaving 
big spaces between Darnielle’s vocal 
introspection and the skeletal drum 
and piano below.

Near the middle of the song, the 
piano dissipates like smoke or sand in 
the wind, leaving only the barest tap 
of percussion. “Walk thy faith / tell 
no one what you’ve seen,” Darnielle 
sings, his voice a fragile whisper.

What comes next is a truly 
beautiful moment of music, sounding 
all the world like a mountain grow-
ing up from beneath your feet, leav-
ing you to stand overlooking a vista 
bathed in the light of sunset. Boldly, 
triumphantly, Darnielle declares, 
“It’s so good to learn / that from right 
here / the view goes on forever / and 
you’ll never want for comfort / and 
you’ll never be alone.”

The song’s dénouement is just 
as powerful: a pedal steel’s mourn-
ful whine, slamming drums and the 
piano played so hard you know the 
pianist’s fingers hurt. Hearing it, 
you can’t help but imagine the band 
rocking along to the music like mari-
onettes.

This is the Mountain Goats at 
its best, preaching hope and redemp-
tion, its music — simple though it 
may be — evoking the kind of depth 
of emotion that make us tilt our faces 
up and grin in thanks.

— Brooke Marshall, Copy Editor

Anthony David returns with his 
third album, As Above So Below. The 
Atlanta native stays in touch with his 
deep, Southern, soulful roots while 
paying close attention to the trials of 
life. A storyteller who weaves ques-
tions of moral fortitude into philo-
sophical reflections, David compels 
one to engage in some thoughtful 
pondering.

From the title track David ex-

Anthony David
As Above So Below
Purpose/Rollingmojo Records

Arena-ready rock à la 
Arcade Fire circa The 
Suburbs, but female-
led and a little more 
grunge-inclined.



Atlanta Events

Want to see an event in this space? Contact Jhoni Jackson at 
signalentertainment@gmail.com with the event name, time, 
date, location and a brief description.

TUESDAY, APRIL 5

Pineapple Explode, Faun and a Pan Flute, Beau 
Victrola 
Artsy bands at one of Atlanta’s favorite art spaces. 
Wonderroot, 982 Memorial Drive // 8 p.m. // $5-$7, all ages

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6

Krog Jam Throwdown
This edition of the monthly jam-rock concert features Soulhound, 
KalimbaMan, I.R.E. and The Style. Don’t park in the lot—look for a spot 
on Edgewood Avenue or another side street.
Krog Jam, 10 Krog St. // 8 p.m. // $5, all ages 

THURSDAY, APRIL 7

Lyrics Born
Hip-hop is too generic a term for the Japanese American artist, who’s 
been releasing music since the ‘90s. He incorporates funk, reggae, R&B 
and rock in his latest, Later That Day. Skins and Needles open the show, 
which takes place in the venue’s downstairs area (Hell). 
The Masquerade, 695 North Ave. // 7 p.m. // $12, all ages

FRIDAY, APRIL 8

Queer Beats
The new monthly event targeted toward Atlanta’s gay community, 
but open to anyone who likes ‘80s pop, deep soul, riot grrl rock and 
everything else that’s fun to move to. Come dance while it’s still under 
the radar and free. 
Beltline Treehouse, 865 Berne St. // 10 p.m. // Free, all ages

Destroyer
Dan Bejar’s career is increasingly separated from his work with The 
New Pornographers as Destroyer continues to thrive. His latest LP, 
Kaputt, has garnered plenty of high-fives from critics. The opening act 
is up-and-coming indie rock band The War on Drugs.
The EARL, 488 Flat Shoals Ave. // 9 p.m. // $12 in advance or $14 at 
the door, 21 and up

SATURDAY, APRIL 9

Mermaids, Pinche Gringo, Mad Tea Party
Head to Little Five Points for two stories of punk-derived bands with 
garage, pop and surf influences. Ghost Bikini tops off the upstairs bill, 
and The Husseins and Wet Cadillac play downstairs. 
Star Community Bar, 437 Moreland Ave. // 9 p.m .// $8, 21 and up

So This One Time… 
Katie Coleman and Jane Garver will transform MINT Gallery into an 
extremely awkward place where uncomfortable, ridiculous and strange 
stories are given a fresh context. Accept the awkward and see how it 
changes you. 
MINT Gallery, 145B Sampson St. // 7 p.m.-11 p.m. // Free, all ages

SUNDAY, APRIL 10

Floor, HAWKS, Wizard Smoke
Get your doom metal fill when Floor barrels through Atlanta. 
The EARL, 488 Flat Shoals Ave. // 8 p.m. // $10 in advance or $12 at 
the door, 21 and up 

MONDAY, APRIL 11

The N.E.C., Broken Water, Transvestite, A. Grimes
Their subgenres of rock are a bit at odds — The N.E.C. is rooted in psych 
and Tranvestite’s practically hardcore. But whatever — there’s no cover, 
and they’re all good bands. 
529, 529 Flat Shoals Ave.  // 9 p.m. // Free, 21 and up
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>> ANTHONY DAVID
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

plores the metaphysical credo, “as 
above, so below,” with an ethereal 
harmony. The meaning of this eons-
old belief is conveyed in a way that 
can inspire innumerable interpreta-
tions from his listeners. “All that is 
left / Are dreams and wishes / Come 
to accept / It is what it is,” he sings 
over smooth melodies.

The track, “God Said,” begins 
with audio from controversial The 
700 Club televangelist Pat Robert-
son. In the sample, Robertson in-
sinuates that Haiti was deserving 
of the devastating 2010 earthquake 
based on varied accounts of Haitian 
slaves making a pact with the devil 
in exchange for freedom from their 
masters. David’s message behind the 
melody highlights the self-righteous 
and indignant ways religion is used 
to condemn and vilify: “Don’t you put 
the blame on me / And he speaks to 
only me / I’m doing what God said.”

From the heavens to politics to 
love, David touches on an eternally 
amorous affair with his first single, 
“4evermore,” with another Atlanta 
local singer Algebra. The song also 
features an appearance by rapper 
Phonte. The radio-friendly track pos-
sesses the sugary sweet innocence of 
love, always. Fortunately, the instru-
mentation’s simplicity doesn’t under-
mine the sensual chemistry between 
David and Algebra.

The most compelling track is 
“Backstreet.” An acoustic “ghetto 
epic,” placing David’s soulful tenor, 
guitar and gritty storytelling in the 
forefront, tells the vivid tale of envy, 
greed, deceit, and corruption on a 
dark, sorrowful street. David paints 
a gruesome but undeniably realis-
tic picture of crime and hatred that 
overtakes positivity in an everyday 
neighborhood. He intertwines social 
commentary with provocative street 
rhetoric. 

David’s ability to captivate his 
listeners through harmonious vocals, 
stimulating critiques of policies and 
ingeniously detailed lyrics evokes a 
worthy comparison to master sto-
ryteller, Stevie Wonder. It’s been a 
while since the soul scene has been 
blessed with an artist that can create 
a narrative so vivid, you can almost 
see the story being played out in your 
mind.

— Whitney Jones, Staff Writer

There aren’t many rappers hot-
ter than Wiz Khalifa right now. After 
slowly building a solid fan base of col-
lege students and potheads through 

Wiz Khalifa
Rolling Papers
Atlantic Records

mixtapes, small concerts and a strong 
social networking presence, it ap-
pears Young Khalifa man decided 
enough was enough — he’s taking his 
stardom to the next level. With the 
release of “Black and Yellow,” his ode 
to the Steel City, and its very success-
ful football team the Pittsburg Steel-
ers, Wiz Khalifa went from Internet 
celebrity to the cover of Rolling Stone 
in a matter of months. Propelled by 
the Steelers’ run to the Super Bowl, 
the track quickly rose to number one 
on the Billboard Hot 100, and the 
rhyming stoner became a household 
name. Now Wiz Khalifa is trying to 
capitalize on his burgeoning success 
with Rolling Papers, his debut LP, 
without alienating his fanatical fol-
lowers (dubbed the “Taylor Gang”).  

As Wiz Khalifa ventures further 
into the mainstream, his music has 
taken a noticeable change for both 
the better and worse. The catchy 
“Roll Up,” for example, shows Wiz in 
a different lane than what most of his 
fans are used to. The song, much like 
“Black and Yellow,” is catered to the 
masses with its sing-songy hook and 
summertime feel. Wiz raps, “I ain’t 
gon flex / I’m not gon front / Know if 
I ball then we all gon’ stunt.” It might 
not have the same underground ap-
peal of his widely popular mixtape, 
Kush & OJ, but “Roll Up” is irresist-
ible in its own way, and personifies 
Rolling Papers completely.

As Wiz Khalifa aims for a more 
mainstream crossover sound, how 
does he balance making popular 
music with the songs his fans expect 
from him? “No Sleep” isn’t much 
help.. The track has become an in-
stant success on iTunes, and is tailor-
made for the radio and club scene. 
but doesn’t necessarily sound like 
Wiz Khalifa, or at least the Wiz Khal-
ifa his fans are accustomed to. But 
just when songs like “Get Your Shit,” 
“Top Floor” and “Fly Solo” begin to 
take their toll on the listener, Wiz 
comes out of nowhere with “Roof-
tops” a throwback to a Wiz much dif-
ferent than the one found throughout 
Rolling Papers. Addressing his ever-
changing status and growing fame, 
Wiz lashes out, “A lot of shit done 
changed, new clothes, new cars, new 
thangs / Them same boys that used 
to be at the bottom came up / That’s 
what they say.”

Beyond the abandonment of 
his original sound, what makes the 
album truly frustrating is its repeti-
tiveness. Though Wiz is at his most 
lethal more often than not, the songs 
generally sound the same and there 
might not be enough to break up the 
album’s sound. Most of the songs are 
in the vein of “Black and Yellow” and 
“Roll Up.”  Although both are are im-
mensely popular and infectious, an 
album full of them is overkill. Find-
ing a formula and capitalizing on it 
is understandable, but even the most 
successful styles tend to struggle 
across an album as long as this one. 
At 15 songs Rolling Papers does in-
deed drag on.  

Rolling Papers is sure to cause 
a stir in the rap realm. With its en-
ergetic hooks and likeable lead, Wiz 
Khalifa’s path to superstardom is al-
most guaranteed. But in the process, 
he’s likely to lose some of the fans 
who supported him from the start.

— Michael Messing, Staff Writer

After several mixtapes, Atlanta-
based rapper, Roscoe Dash is finally 
debuting his first album, Ready, Set, 
Go. Jeffrey Johnson Jr., who will be 
just barely over the legal drinking age 
by press time, included rereleases like 
“Turnt Up” featuring SODMG rapper 
Soulja Boy, “Sexy Girl Anthem” and 
the club-banger “Showout.”

Dash keeps in tune with his 
down-South style as the bulk of his 
tracks infuse dance rhythms but lack 
somewhat in lyrical content. As far as 
variety, expansion or growth, Dash 
falters. Ready, Set, Go is no change 
from the Dash that Atlanta met a few 
years ago, rapping about girls and 
partying — no different from many 
other Southern rappers.

Songs “One Night Stand” and 
“Yes Girl” bring the listener into the 
life of the acclaimed rapper and his 
plight for the sexual satisfaction by 
way of the many girls he’s met on his 
journey to stardom. 

Although the album is a fun lis-
ten, it offers little depth. 

“Employee of the Year” follows 
a similar path by taking a different 
route. “The night shift, let me get the 
night shift / Ain’t no telling the po-
sitions that I might hit,” Dash raps. 
The song continues with innuendos 
referring to “working” and becoming 
the best at his “job.” 

“Ready, Set, Go” and “I Be Shop-
ping” are, again, fun tracks, but are 
unenthusiastically one-dimensional 
and reminiscent of several of his pre-
vious singles. 

The only track that provides 
little relief from the monotonous 
Roscoe Dash routine is the final cut, 
“All I Know.” The track contains a 
different beat, like that of a metal 
song, and features Jared Evans. It’s a 
refreshing variation to Dash’s usual 
agenda: “Got four million in 24 hours 
/ What more do I have to do? / It’s 
all I know/ I grind hard and I know 
it shows.” Dash’s insight into the life 
a hard-working rap artist could have 
been more explanatory or even con-
vincing, but this track is at least a 
good sign of more thoughtful work 
that could potentially come from the 
young artist. 

In an industry currently plagued 
with dance rap, let’s hope Dash 
branches out into a brand of hip-hop 
that is not just about twerking, but 
about longevity. 

Until then, however, Ready, Set, 
Go will certainly be played in clubs, 
and not just in Atlanta, simply to get 
the crowd going and the drinks flow-
ing. 

— Zakkiyya Anderson,
Staff Writer

Roscoe Dash
Ready, Set, Go
MMI
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Ticket prices potentially hin-
dered many students from attending 
the Spring Concert Series with Lu-
dacris, which allowed true Ludacris 
fans to fill up the Sports Arena last 
Friday, April 1.

The show didn’t sell as well as 
hoped, possibly because of the price 
range of tickets. Georgia Tech sold 
their Ludacris homecoming tickets 
online for only $10 and $15 for non-
students, whereas Georgia State sold 
its tickets for $20 a stub and $35 for 
non-students.

The floor seating area was filled 
with people who bought their tick-
ets via Ticketmaster and chose their 
seats prior to the event, People were 
dancing and the chairs were knocked 
over and getting in the way of other 
people’s dancing. 

The lighting, however, worked 
in favor of the vibe during the per-
formance, and the speakers were so 
loud that I felt my body pulse out-
wards and away from the stage with 
each beat. it.

One particularly notable mo-
ment was when three individuals be-
gan smoking marijuana in the front 
area of the concert. Event security 
immediately apprehended the three 
suspects for questioning.

JK & the Lost Boys from Geor-
gia State and the University of Geor-
gia took the stage as the opening 
act, and rocked it out with a hint of 
Southern flair. The band won the 
spot to perform through a YouTube 
contest hosted by the Spotlight Pro-
grams Board and Campus Events.

Prohaize, birth name Edward 
Minta, is an 18-year-old Georgia State 
student and rapper who took the 
stage afterward and hyped the audi-
ence with his beats and catchy lyrics.

There tended to be a long space 
between each act, but the DJ kept 
the audience alive by playing recent 
hits like “Racks on Racks” by YC and 
“Moment 4 Life” by Nicki Minaj.

4-IZE took on the stage for 
two songs, giving out samples of his 
CDs to the audience afterward and 
throughout the night.

Perhaps 10 minutes later, the 
grand finale came running out from 
the hallway and rocked the entire 
arena into a mad dancing havoc. 
Hands were moving up and down, 
and people who weren’t even as-
signed to the front area rushed to the 
barricades. 

Despite the rather obvious emp-
ty seats before Ludacris’s appear-
ance, the arena instantly seemed full-
er as he played hits like “What’s Your 
Fantasy?”, “All I Do Is Win,” “Get 
Back,” “How Low” and several of the 

other hits that had transformed him 
from a Georgia State business major 
in music to a hip-hop star known 
around the world.

Ludacris, otherwise known as 
Christopher Brian Bridges, even 
had his best friends perform along-
side him onstage. Lil Fate started 
performing right when Ludacris did 
from the start; they’ve been friends 
since 1992. Another friend, who goes 
by the name I-20, is a Decatur native 
and rapper who joined the duo per-
haps three-fourths through the per-
formance. I-20 has known Ludacris 
for 17 years.

Having his close friends perform 
with him made the performance feel 
more local and special to us as an 
audience, since Ludacris would typi-
cally perform on his own at a larger-
scale concert.

Ludacris is an absolutely stun-
ning performer, and the organiza-
tions that had planned the concert 
did well in choosing him to come 
back to where it all started. They 
didn’t however, give much attention 
to detail, let alone make the proper 
decisions when it came to bringing in 
a full house. Fortunately, these prob-
lems seemed minor and miniscule by 
the end of the night thanks to Luda.

Always disturbing the peace, 
Luda, you’re always welcome back in 
this house.

Ludacris concert proves eventful

SAAKIB ZAFRANI | SIGNAL
David Baldacci, author of several best-selling novels, gives a speech 
about his success and his inspiration as a writer.

By JUDY KIM
Assistant Production Editor

When solving a murder mys-
tery, not many people would expect  
to cry tears of laughter, but during 
Spotlight’s Murder Mystery March 
30,dinner there wasn’t a dry eye in 
the house. Students were treated to 
not only a dinner, but also a show in 
which the audience was the jury in a 
one of a kind murder mystery.

The Murder Mystery Dinner 
“Law and Murder” was part of the 
latest comedy events arranged by 
Spotlight. The event took place in the 
Student Center Ballroom at 7:30 p.m. 
for the fourth year in a row. A three 
course meal was served to a formally 
dressed audience at the price of $5 
for students and $7 for guests. Tick-
ets for the dinner were sold out, with 
no chair left unattended at the dinner 
tables

“Students look forward to at-
tending the show every year, they are 
always excited to see who the killer 
is and how it was done,” as indicated 
by Spotlight Special Events Direc-
tor,  Kiersten Smith. “Join us for a 
3 course meal as we try to solve the 
mystery behind the murder. It prom-
ises to be bloody fun!”

The show began with Judge Jer-
ry Lawless taking the stage and intro-
ducing himself to the crowd.  He gave  
an introduction of the accused mur-
derer, widow of the deceased, and so-
cialite extraordinaire, Zelda Belden. 
Before the event began, Beldon took 
it upon herself to spread her plea of 
innocence to the crowd. Judge  Law-
less then went on to introduce De-
tective Gordon Roberts and District 
Attorney Donald Carver. These four 
characters helped in transitioning 
from one supporting character to an-
other.

Characters chosen to testify 
ranged from the overly-affectionate 
Becky Kellum to the ex-boyfriend of 
Belden, Kenny Blade. Students also 
participated in the event, with the 
bailiff Barney Bentley and the boy 
band known as “The Four Busboys.”

Every participant played their 
part, and the audience was fully en-
gaged. The actors also impressed 
with moments of improvisation, but 
the script is what really kept the au-
dience’s attention. From the bouncer 
Crush Johnson’s comical spouting of 
intentional gibberish to Beldon’s law-
yer repeating her signature phrase 
after every witness was called to the 
stand, “The defense has no questions 

Crowd dies of laughter at 
Murder Mystery dinner

at this moment.”
After all the drama, comedy, mu-

sic and suspense from the actors sub-
sided, every audience member was 
asked to decide who the murderer 
was using a card placed at every seat 
with the names of all the characters 
provided. After time was given for 

the audience to make their guesses, 
it was unexpectedly revealed that  
Belden’s lawyer, Susan Track, was 
the murderer. 

Belden consistently kept the 
crowd laughing from beginning to 
end and was played by Lynda Whit-
ing, a member of Random Acts. 

Random Acts is a traveling group of 
actors from Ohio that have been per-
forming nationwide for 13 years. 

For more information on Ran-
dom Acts, be sure to check out 
their website at www.random-
acts.net.

THADDEUS MORGAN | SIGNAL
Zelda Belden was played by Lynda Whiting, a member of Random Acts.

By THADDEUS MORGAN
Staff Writer



TUESDAY, APRIL 5, 2011 | CAMPUS LIFE | THE SIGNAL18

Georgia State’s third annual 
Earth Day celebration informed stu-
dents of the different ways they can 
help the environment through op-
portunities and environmental orga-
nizations on campus. The event was  
held on the first floor of the Urban 
Life building on Monday, April 4 
and was hosted by the Office of Civic 
Engagement and the Sustainable En-
ergy Tribe. 

The event was coordinated by 
senior Gabrielle Arrington along 
with Eboni Wyatt, who is also an of-
ficer of the Sustainable Energy Tribe, 
and collaborated with students in 
Dr. Carrie Freeman’s  Environmen-
tal Communication course, which is 
new this semester and is being of-
fered to undergraduate students.  

“The group hosted a “Meatless 
Monday” to “serve free vegan food 
and raise awareness about how eat-
ing meat impacts the environment,” 
Arrington said. 

According to Freeman, The 
“Meatless Monday”, consists of a 
team of students asking others to go 
meatless and eat plant-based meals 
for its ecological benefits, ethical 
benefits for animals, and health ben-
efits for humans. The team including 
Melissa Borgono, Kate Bailey, and 
Devon Mercier, collected input from 
students on how the University’s 
dining facilities could improve their 
vegetable options and possibly begin 
offering a “Meatless Monday” option 
to their menus. The team’s campaign 
table also offered vegetable snacks 

for students to sample.
Another campaign was the 

“Presidential Climate Change Initia-
tive “ team that included Neta Ezra, 
Jessica Morris, Jenn Perez and Elda 
Pol. Freeman said this team was col-
lecting signatures for a petition to 
give to President Becker asking that 
he commit to make a plan for Georgia 
State to assess and reduce its contri-
bution to greenhouse gas emissions. 
The team also collected input from 
students on how the campus could 
go green and start reducing its car-
bon footprint.

“Bring Your Own Bottle and 
Bag” also referred to as B.Y.O.B. was 
the final campaign that asked stu-
dents to bring their own refillable 
bottles and re-usable bags in order to  
reduce the need for disposable cups, 
bottles and plastic bags on campus. 
In turn, waste, pollution and exces-
sive use of resources would become 
reduced, said Freeman. 

This team included Susanne 
Reynolds,  Amber Street, Ansley Stur-
gill and DeShawna Bennett, which  
had their own Facebook event page 
where students could join and post 
pictures of their own stylish bottles 
and bags.

GSU Bikes and outside groups 
such as the Atlanta Herpetology 
Club, the Georgia Conservancy and 
Earthshare also partook in the event 
to share useful information. 

For those  interested there will 
be an Earth Day community service 
project with the Student Govern-
ment Association  and Atlanta Down-
town Neighborhood Association on 
Saturday, April 16 from 9 a.m. - noon.

PATRICK DUFFY | SIGNAL
As part of Earth Day, more students used their bicycles.

Earth Day makes small 
steps towards big changes
By JOHDI-ANN WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

Autism Speaks U will shed new 
light on autism to Georgia State. 
The Georgia State branch is set to 
open just in time for Autism Aware-
ness Month in April. 

“[Autism Speaks] has world 
renowned pediatricians, speech 
language pathologists, all [other] 
kinds of therapy,” said Casy Walker, 
founder and president of Georgia 
State’s branch of Autism Speaks 
U. “Their main purpose is really to 
raise awareness which they have 
done greatly since they became an 
organization.”

Walker, a former Miss Georgia 
State winner, is working to become 
a speech language pathologist and 
has adopted autism awareness as 
her platform in pageant competi-
tions. She also has a niece with 
autism, which has provided her a 
personal connection and passion 
behind starting Georgia State’s 
branch.

The mission of having college 
chapters is to give students the op-
portunity to host their own walks 
and to raise money. Those affected 
by autism can also network with 
mutually passionate people. 

“[People] with similar beliefs, 

understandings, or no understand-
ings at all but have a passion for 
people with autism and that special 
population [can] come together and 
meet one another and raise aware-
ness on campus,”  Walker said. “Just 
because you’re in college doesn’t 
mean that there aren’t people with 
autism there, people who have chil-
dren with autism or other relations.”

“Light It Up Blue,” an event 
held around the world on April 1 
was celebrated on-campus with 
the Student Center being lit in blue. 
The Student Center was joined by 
the Eiffel Tower, the Lincoln Monu-
ment, the Empire State Building, 
and other buildings around the 
world. 

The first event for Autism 
Speaks U was on April 1. Walker ad-
dressed the audience at the Ludac-
ris concert being held at the Georgia 
State Sports Arena, and sold blue 
glow sticks to raise money for the 
organization.

As the Georgia State branch 
grows, they hope to have a fund-
raiser and an awareness event each 
semester , along with meetings at 
least twice during each term. 

Autism Speaks U began at Penn 
State in 2006 and since then has 
raised $750,000 and millions more 
by student organized walk teams. 

“I don’t want it to be like a stu-
dent government thing where it’s 
life [consuming],” Walker said. “But 
it’s another opportunity for people 
to get involved in something they 
are passionate about.”

News on autism has increased 
as health professionals work to try 
and find a cure for this mysterious 
disorder -- which affects 1 in 110 
children and 1 in 70 boys accord-
ing to Autism Speaks- the nation’s 
largest autism science and advocacy 
group, 

“Levels” of autism are defined 
on a scale called the autism spec-
trum, which includes classical au-
tism, Asperger’s syndrome, atypical 
autism (PDD-NOS), Rett syndrome, 
Childhood Disintegrative Disorder. 

While there is no known cure, 
some recover due to intensive 
therapeutic treatment. However, 
athough many of the ailments that 
come with autism often subside-- 
core difficulties often remain.

To get more information 
about Autism Speaks U at Georgia 
State, contact Casy Walker at Ca-
sywalker@me.com and visit www.
autismspeaks.org for more informa-
tion about autism.

Autism Speaks U brings Autism 
awareness to Georgia State
By CHELSIE ROHLEN
Staff Writer
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Campus Events

Want to see your event in this space? Contact Angel White 
at signalliving@gmail.com with your event’s name, time, 
date, location and a brief description of the event. All events 
listed in the Campus Events calendar must either take place 
on campus or be produced by a Georgia State-affiliated 
organization.

TUESDAY, APRIL 5

Dancing with the Greeks
We will feature various Greek Fraternities and Sororities form 
Georgia State University and support them as they perform a duo of 
choreographed dance. We will feature various styles of dance and will 
serve food on Unity Plaza @ our after event social.
Student Center Ballroom // 6 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

SASP “Cooked for a Cause” Bake Sale 
Student Affiliates in School Psychology (SASP) is an organization 
dedicated to providing academic and professional support for graduate 
students in the field of School Psychology. In light of the recent 
devastation in Japan, SASP is planning a “Cooked for a Cause” Bake 
Sale to support the Japan relief efforts. 
College of Education // 12:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6

Contemporary French Film Festival
Department of Communication, in conjunction with the French 
Ministry of Culture, is hosting a three-day festival of Contemporary 
French Film.
Rialto Center for the Arts // 7:00 p.m. // Continues through April 8

neoPhonia New Music Ensemble
“Odysseia” -- Sponsored in part by the Center for Hellenic Studies, 
this concert will present works by Greek composers George Tsontakis, 
Theodore Antoniou, Christos Samaras, Andreas Makris and Nickitas 
Demos.
Florence Kopleff Recital Hall // 7:30 p.m.

The Earthquake, Tsunami and Nuclear Power Plant 
Crisis in Japan Panel Presentation and Discussion
GSU is bringing an interdisciplinary panel discussion and presentation 
entitled “The Earthquake, Tsunami and Nuclear Power Plant Crisis in 
Japan: Scientific Explanations and Policy Responses.” 
Urban Life Building Room 220 // 4 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 7

Lights. Camera. Chevrolet!
The students of the MK 4900 capstone class have come together to 
form a student agency, Capture Marketing, and their first event is 
promoting the Chevrolet brand. Lots of fun, food and fast cars!
Broad Street // 8:00 p.m. 

On-campus Interviews: The World of Coca-Cola
Meet and Interview with the recruiters for an exciting part-time job at
The World of Coca – Cola. 10:00 am - Information Session or 12:00 
pm – Information Session *10:45 am - 2:00 pm Interviews. All students 
must sign up on Panther Career Net for an interview at www.gsu.edu/
career.
University Center Room 245 and 250 // 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 8
Adobe InDesign 
InDesign is a publishing tool used for everything from fancy posters 
to full magazines and books. The Absolute Beginners class features 
the basic skills like how to import pictures and texts, and how to apply 
these skills for a brochure. 
 Classroom South Room 403 (Mac Lab) // 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Concert Series
A free lunch-time concert featuring student performers from the 
School of Music.
Florence Kopleff  Recital Hall // 12 p.m. // Free

On March 29, Georgia Sate’s 
Cinefest turned its intimate screen-
ing room into a dance club for one 
night of music, dancing and the 
neon glow. The event – dubbed 
“ElecTRONica” – was part of a one-
night-only screening of the recently 
released sci-fi film TRON: Legacy, 
the sequel to the 1982 cult classic. 
The staff at Cinefest incorporated 
the film’s futuristic elements into the 
event.

The party kicked off at intermis-
sion of the two screenings, during 
which they dispersed party favors 
to the moviegoers: an array of glow 
sticks of all colors and anything illu-
minating to help create the fluores-
cent vibe of the world of TRON.

The beat of the music perpetu-
ated the event, as the DJ spun tracks 
consistent with the sound motif of 
the film. Naturally, Daft Punk, the 
electronic music duo, frequently 
found its way to the playlist, as they 
are the ones responsible for the mu-
sic score of the film. A montage of 
found footage accompanied the DJ’s 
mix, and provided a backdrop for the 
dance competition contestants to – 
as they say – “trip the light fantastic,” 
or show off their moves.

Cinefest also held a raffle 

AMANDA VILLARIMO | SIGNAL
Students dressed up for the Cinefest ElecTRONica screening.

Cinefest hosts 
ElecTRONica

throughout the event, giving away 
T-shirts, movie passes and other 
Cinefest merchandise. According 
to Rachel Barnhart, staff member at 
Cinefest, this is the first time they 
have had promotional material such 
as this, and the first such event they 
have hosted. “We thought, ‘What can 
we do that sort of adds something ex-
tra to the movie-going experience?’” 
Barnhart said.

Junior Blake Poppell, film ma-
jor, said, “It was good to be able to go 
in there … and have other things than 
just a movie.”

An event such as ElecTRONica 
was certainly unprecedented for 
Cinefest, and the place was packed 
with students by the end of intermis-
sion – a galaxy of neon heads. Stu-
dents sat on the floor and lined the 
walls for lack of enough seats for the 
second showing.

Although word of mouth might 

have brought in a decent amount of 
people, Cinefest also teamed up with 
the public relations department at 
Georgia State. 

Public relations students, such 
as senior Logan Bachus, helped pro-
mote and assist with the event.

“I think a lot of the kids have 
probably never been here and hope-
fully they’ll come back because of 
how cool this is,” Bachus said. “I 
think Cinefest really is pushing to be 
a bigger force on campus.” 

Although it was established 
in 1991, there are some students at 
Georgia State who do not  know  
Cinefest is available to them. 

“We are here for students. Stu-
dents pay activity fees, and those fees 
go to fund Cinefest,” Nick Oginsky, 
manager of Cinefest, said in a press 
release for the event. “We want stu-
dents to take advantage of something 
they are already paying for.”

By ANTONIO ROSALES
Staff Writer
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Spotlight 

SPOTLIGHT PROGRAMS BOARD
www.gsu.edu/spotlight

Greek Showcase
Saturday, April 9, 7 p.m. Doors open at 6 p.m.

Sports Arena
Support representatives from the Greek Council as they 

compete in the 2011 Greek Showcase. This yearʼs showcase 
will feature Greek-letter organizations competing in the 

categories of dance, step and stroll. Tickets will be available 
for purchase at the Student Center Information Desk and 
the Sports Arena Box Office: $10 for students and $15 for 

non-students. Tickets will be $20 the day of the show.

Spring Fling: Caribbean Carnival
Tuesday, April 12, 11 a.m.–2:30 p.m.

Hurt Park 
Take a quick trip to the Caribbean with Spotlight! This 

yearʼs Spring Carnival will be Island Bliss with a Caribbean 
Twist. Come by for themed games, food and fun!

Spring Fling: Comedy Night
Wednesday, April 13, 7-10 p.m.

Student Center Ballroom
Come laugh with us as comedians Prashanth 

Venkataramanujam and Asif Ali keep you amused all 
night. Atlantaʼs Most Wanted belly dancer will be 
performing, and themed food will be provided.

Spring Fling: Salsa in the City
Thursday, April 14, 7-10 p.m.

Student Center Ballroom
If youʼve ever wanted to learn to salsa, this will be your 

opportunity! From 7 to 9 p.m., professional salsa 
instructors will show you everything you need to know; 
then, at 9 p.m., the Grammy-nominated band Locos Por 

Juana will perform. Join us for a night of Latin flavor!

For more information, call Spotlight at 404/413-1610.

Styles Spacing Lists
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Leadership Development

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
www2.gsu.edu/leadership

Empowering Others to Act
Thursday, April 7, 1 p.m.

Student Center, Lucerne Suite
When people work together, their combined ideas and efforts 

lead to greater results. Student leaders need to develop the skills 
to instill confidence in others and encourage them to develop 
their abilities. This session will share strategies to empower 

others in your organization.

Good to Great: Positive Changes 
to Help Reach Your Goals

Thursday, April 14, 1 p.m.
Student Center, Lucerne Suite

The most successful leaders know that it isnʼt enough to be 
good at what you do; you need to be great in order to make a 

lasting impact. What are the key concepts that can move leaders, 
and their organizations, from good to great? In this session, 
we will discuss how being a “Level 5 Leader” can help move 

your organization in the right direction.  

 

Inside Job, April 4-10
Monday-Friday: 11 a.m., 3 p.m., 7 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 1 p.m., 5 p.m.

Client 9: The Rise and Fall of Eliot Spitzer, 
April 4-10
Monday-Friday: 1 p.m., 5 p.m., 9 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 3 p.m., 7 p.m.

127 Hours, April 11-17
Monday-Friday: 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 
 5 p.m., 7 p.m., 9 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 5 p.m., 7 p.m.

All shows free for GSU students, faculty & staff with ID. 
Guests $3 before 5 p.m. and $5 at 5 p.m. and after.

Styles Spacing Lists

Campus Events

CAMPUS EVENTS
www.gsu.edu/studentevents

GSU Night @ Six Flags
Friday, April 15, 6 p.m.-midnight
Buy tickets early for discounts!*

{entry/entry & meal}
 $28/$38 - April 1-14 | $35/$45 - at the gate

*No season passes allowed.
Free return ticket for June 5, 12 or 19.

On sale at Student Center Information Desk, 
the University Bookstore and www.rialtocenter.org.

Family & friends welcome | Children two & under free
Free parking @ Six Flags.

Goliath@Six.Flags.jpg

Styles Spacing Lists

Greek Life

GREEK LIFE
www2.gsu.edu/~wwwglw

Greek Week 2011
April 3-9

For more information, 
visit www2.gsu.edu/~wwwglw.

Greek Awards Celebration
Tuesday, April 12, 6 p.m.
Student Center Ballroom

COURTYARD SERIES
Courtyard Stage
Student Center

First Floor

Trey Griffin
Classical Piano
Thursday, April 7 
12:30-1:30 p.m.

Ben Kronberg
Comedian

Thursday, April 14
12:30-1:30 p.m.

Montana Skies
Cello/Guitar Fusion

Tuesday, April 19
12:30-1:30 p.m.

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
Organization Roundtable

Thursday, April 7, Noon-1 p.m.
Student Center 

Golden Key Conference Room

Royal Flame Awards 
 Monday, April 18, 5:30 p.m.

Student Center Ballroom
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